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Telephone Monopoly

" How It Browbeats Its Subscnbers-—-A Verita.ble Blackmaﬂ

‘The following letter, from a correspondent of this journal and

- a subseriber of the B. C. 'l‘elephone ‘Company, and one of the best
- known business men of the city, is a most convineing Hlustration of
~the odious methods in vogue with the company in its dealmgs with
- the publie.

hoaxed, but they invariably ‘‘erawl down” when an mdependent
~and aggre«wo business man ‘“ealls their bluff.””
The following letter spulks for 1tself and is’ worthy of con-

'mderahon. . o
' o September 28, '1910."
hdltor Western Call : ‘

Vancouvel B. €. <

L Dear Sir,—With your kind permisslon l would llke to publish a'tew
Co. éxtend sub-:

v'tm‘ts concernitg tleatment the Bnltlsh Colnmbla Telephone
T scrlberu L :

k It should be an opporlune tlme -to present this statement as-the Tele- |
: pbone Co. are apparently using every: effort possibleto: secure. an- ‘even |-

. greater “cinch” on Vancouver, if such ig possible.
Some [wo years ago, th#e writer and ‘a neighbor applled to thé (‘ompany
., "fdr house te!ephonee on: Twelfth avenue east:(on the Marlne Drlveway) and

deposited with the Company the usual $10 exacted by them.

o ‘them one year’s rentals-in advance and also construction fees of $35 each.

‘We offered. to pay the year's rentals in advance, but could not see why 8

: subserlber should be called. on to pay construction fees. inside the:city. .of
‘Vancouver and more especially -on such 'a thoroughfare as Twelfth avenue.

~Needless ta say, we refused and requested that our applicatlons be can-.

o celled and the deposit returned.

Shortly after, the. Company offered to give the servlce on the nsnal_‘

. ‘basis, but not untit they found their bluff would not work.

... Then again in February, 1910, my office telephone. was out of order and :
‘was - reported - to - the Trouble. Department Tepeatedly and no satisfaction -
-~ ‘could be obtained, and an appeal was then made to the manager, who in-:
_formed. me- that the cable in the lane was.burned out. and the service could -

. not_be:continued until this cable was repaired. -The telephone was out of -
for which I put ina written: claim’ for $2.00,
nager that “be would hoid out no hope of the - |
’ it the COmmy pnld all i B

y ;_%ommluhn about three: week_s-

It m,decldedly refreshmg- to note how' utter y unselfish. is -

-’57C'on Jones, the financial manager of:the Vancouver lacrosse team',‘

* gnd the erstwhile Australian sport promoter.
. We are told, in a two-column free advertmmg news item rep ot
of & dinner at the Hotel Vancouver, as'given in the local press, that

" 4‘Mr. Jones raised a hearty and encouraging cheer ‘when he stuted

_ ‘that it was his intention to use every means in his L{mwer to give
" Vancouver a cup-winning team next season’’; also ¢¢
- 'who financed the club, is shy just $764.43 on the season’s operations.”

'What magnanimity! What a superlative example of genuine self.

.sacrifice: this is! But that is not all. We must add to this loss the
~1act ‘‘that Mr. Jones dropp

Prevmus saeson.’’ The enthusiastic sporting editor then continues:
[Tt is- & sterling tribute to his sportsmanship that he is still deter-

“smined to try for the cup.”’ Let these great and potent facts sink - .

“deep into the memory of an ungrateful public, that in spite of a

§ loss of about $3,000; thls patnotxe soul is determmed to land that cup
_for Vancouver. -

- How his old Australmn friends will swell with prlde when they

" thear of the-noble self-sacrifice of their acquaintance of former years.

} We would heartily recommend that if Mr. Con Jones is able to land

t cup next year that he take-his team and tour. Australia, land- .
ey, and show his foriner patrons 'what the Canadian™

y first at Sydne)

' national game is. like when handled by such an adroit expert as: Mr.
- Jones. We are sure that his reception would be a warm one, and
‘the. success of the venture assured because of Mr. Jones’. intimate
‘acquaintance with sport prometion in ‘Australia. Flnanelally it
would undoubtedly be a success, at least for some.
t . The sporting “editor of the World continues: -‘‘Mr. Jones re-
| ceived criticism from some quarters and from some men who were
“too narrow-minded to understand the situation in -its true light.”’
" Let. thése ‘‘narrow-minded crities’” cease. their useless and unkind
reflections and be satisfied with the knowledge that Mr. Jones has
lost money on lacrosse, that he has suceeeded only in getting in. re-
turn more free advertlsmg than any other person, always excepting

John Arthur Johnson, Jim Jeffries and Teddy Roosevelt -and that |

the National Sports" Club of which he is the proud proprletor re-
ceives its patronage from the young men of the community, and that
Mr. Jones is the respected adviser of all loeal” hospital and philan-
| thropic boards, the W. C. T. U., the' Provincial Government and the
“Children’s Aid Society, ete.
 And.further,.in order to utterly silence any remaining obstreper-
ous critie, permlt us to say that Mr. Jones came here fl'om Australia
a few vears ago with only moderate means, he now ranks amongst
the elife of the city, and is eredited with consulerdble wealth (as is
~evidenced by his genérous donations to various publie charities, in-
cludmg his favorite political party); and this splendid social and

financial success. has been achieved in spite of the faef that he has’

| 'been engaged m the great bemevolent avocation of ‘‘professional
\s_port promoter.’’ |

‘ ) A GOOD FLAG TO KEEP.
: - (Collier’s Weekly. ) :

A popular motto nowadays for set pieces and electmc signs is
One Flag, One Empire, Oné King. This does not qmte suit Henri
)Bourassa, who would like a Iarger choice in flags. He is not satis-
ffied with the Union Jack, under which he enjoys his liberties and
privileges. Some confuslon exists as to what he really prefers—the
fleur-de-lis'of the Bourbons, the tricolor of the repubhcans the eagles
Land bees ¢f Napoleon or the drapeau de Carillon.- It may be that

'none of these is up to his mark, and that a specml flag will have to
be designed for him by the Heralds’ College, with a Bourassa ram- .
pant in the upper canton and an Armed Lavergne on the flap to

swing which way he pleases. Of course, Bourassa is not the only
one who talks ﬂags. .There are people who object to the ‘‘Red
uster,”’ the flag which has braved the battle and the Canadian
reeze for fortv-three years, ever since Confederation. They say it
Xis a commerelal flag. and beneath the dignity of the new Canadian
pavy. Well, perhaps. But in all these flag. discussions do not let
us get far away from the flag that is the prlde of the ocean and an
object of respect and affection to four hundred million people of all
colors and ereeds. Keep both hands on the Union Jack.

Tt is clear that the company will, when possible, impose |, F;
most absurd conditions upon such Sl‘lbsG!’lbON ‘as “may be easily

anager Jones, 1

d a couple of thousand dollars on the -

‘In"a few days " | -
‘We received notice that-the services could not be installed unless we paid {.

'sing contractor tor" se en _year..“Hef
;fwas born in ihe- Suuset State ol the
Golden West but. says British Colum-
bia is- better and presents greater np-
portunitles tor bustlen s. -

(Ceutinued on. nze 2)

euty—ono years and Chief Keeper
' cuted a8 euslneer of tbe U 8.

" Now- that the- probletn of’ the dlsposmon of the bed ot Falee
Creek is again before s for; oonsnderatlon it might be well to enqulre
Jnto the relative pobition of the eity.’ and the G. N. railway.

" There are ‘varied.and ‘copious: opinions being gratmtlously of-/
fered regarding the action of the Provineial: Government in refusing
its approval of the-city’s plans (which, by the way, were really the

-G.-N.-railway’s-plans;.not-the. eity’s).(- but_a_critical analysis of the |

‘whole: situdtion will convinece any impartial person that the root
cause of this wave of indignation, as expressed by many worthy -
¢itizens, is not that they are convinced of-any injustice on' the part
of the government, but that a pet scheme. hdd been thwarted, which,
with child-like impetuosity, they had insisted upon earrying’ out
irrespective of its future effeet or immediate legality.

. Now it:is only reasonable to concede that-this strong. deslre to
earry out the scheme of development, as outlined by the Gredt ‘North-.
ern, was really caused by a conviction that unless this particular
scheme was adopted that the eréek would remam an unsnghtly mud-
hole for an indefinite time:. '

There ‘is, however, one point. wluell lms been generally over-
looked by tlfe publie, viz., that no sincere attempt.has ever heen made
“to utilize False Creek as a publicly owned enterprise. It is true that
a resolution was introduced td council early-this w.n' "to the effect
that the city develop -the. scheme - in the publn, interest and th.tt
not one oot be alienated, but the mover hadythe exquisite pleasure

o/ being the only:one to vote for ‘the resolution. The rest of the
enuncu Getermined in their wisdom that it was more in the interests
of the publie to give to the Great Northern. 130 acres than to burden
the administration with an undertaking which would require the ex-
pendture of a great sum of morey -and . of °
ter,”’ deeming the effort too great for the meagre gratitude of a
fickle publie. This does not, however, do away with the significance
of the suggestion. When the property was granted to the city it
was especially stipulated that it should not be alienated. but used
for the public good, and it is no compliment to Vaneouver that no
scheme of public development has ever been attempted. We are now
"all thoroughly convinced of the almost incalculable value of this
property, yet, strange to say. in the minds of members of our couneil
it was not thought to be of quﬁmtent value to be securlty for the
cost of development. .

- The present stay in proceedings might almost be viewed' as a
‘‘providential opportunity’’ given us in which to carefully scrutinize
the situation and ask ourselves if we are really justified in. giving
away 130 acres in the very heart of our city to a railway company.
For what? - For nothing. Again, we mlght ask: Is it too late to
retrace our steps? And, What is the position of the G. N. railway?

In consideration of the first question it is well to remember that
when False Creek was granted to-the eity it was considered to be
of very little value, and the land surrounding it was also looked
upon as less valuable because of its proximity to the creek. During

the interim, however, its value has been partially appreciated, but
not to such an extent that an immediate advantage was - not able to

overshadow its possible future value, both in the eyes of the elee-

torate and of the.majority of the eouneiI; in fact, so strong was this
desire for some simple immediate development, at whatever cost to
future generations, that the council never seemed to consider the

(Continved on: page 4)

‘aldermanie grey mat- ,

Thls Jonrnal 18 wxllmg to publnsh the statements ‘of any respon-
mble organization, providing they are within reason and- authentl-

“eated with the signature of a responsible person, but we will not lend

our column for the publication of - subtle, mlsleadlng mformatlon,

1 “although it may be clothed in language whlch at first glance; would -
|- appear to the: ummtlated as in perfeet accord wlth the best, mtereot .
“of .he publie. -

We are: eontmuallv recelvmg from a oertam source unslgnedﬁ

| typewritten articles, which purport to be in the interésts of tem-

perance. The last. epistle from this. anonvmons eorrespondent_

' . presses great alarm at the increase in the consumption of lig
| “in" the United ‘States, quoting statistical returns from: the': Inlan

. Revenue Department. in support of the statement, then’ proeeeds_,t .
‘point ont that this is in splte of the fact that many states-are going -
‘“dry,”” and closes: with a ‘plaintive’ interrogaion;. ‘‘Does: prohn )
px:ohnblt ‘or are we on the wrong track?”’. We. answer our myste

..ous friend: Yes, you certainly are on the wrong track In the first

~| place you are a hypocrite, You are not the friend of temperan

“you are simply. the paid tool: of the License Victualers Assoclathn'

 In the second. place your statements are false and misleading.

“The figures which are quoted’ regarding consumption are eall
the total withdrawals from bend of spirits and of beer upo
‘the revenue tax has been. paid. “There is a vast differénc

. two. and the:License Victuallers know this perfectly well.:. .Th

"“is that in these fignres, which are so ‘assiduously circulated, Aare inc

- cluded the amounts which are belng exported ‘and ‘if we. are “to
believe the advertisements of Sehlitz’ 8 beer, this firm alone. is: ex:
portmg many ‘trainioads each week, in faet whole shlps cargoes
are made’up of. the produets of this one firm. and is. carried to all

‘ parts of the world. Thera_are hundreds of firms m Ameri 'whlch

~manufaeture and export vast quantities of beer, wines and 1q ors.
'I‘hls ‘all eomes under the ﬁgnres of the Revenne Department.
The: follewmg is.a very interesting eomparison; wb‘eh

, mend to- our License Victualer. frlend and mggest “that they'mxght
. be ineluded. in hjs next epistle: F

_Here are the ﬁgures for the

A'gxtatlon .on]

nas o The fac =
- "where have been-by ‘mutual arrangement makmg heavy ithdraws

‘from bond-of spirits, and these dealers are carrying 'heavy stoc
.of liquors and beer which: has. not been consumed, so a8’ irposely.
- inflate the figures of the Inland Revenue Department an m addl- '
- tion to this iy the increasing export trade. .
- But here gre some more figures which show, tbat even takmc
the statements. of - the Vietualers as true (which they are not)p [} de-
...eided deerease. Sl Per capxta.
1907 .."..................23543&1
1908, 2302 ‘“
1909, ceaineee. 21.86
3910 ... 2104
'l'hns it will be observed that, aecordmg to these returns. there -
haq been a very decided reduetion in consumption without mokm'
any additional allowance for increased exports or withdrawals. .
To bring the per.capita of 1910 up to 1907 it would require a '
total of 180,000,000 gallons. which is a very considerable amount.
Then again, previous to 1907, there was an annual increase of
96.000,000 galions. This has been stopped entirely. thus. making &
total loss or reduction in.the last three vears of 375, 000,000 gallons.

No wonder the License Vlctualers are usmg every known devnce to CLE

'stop the leakage.

‘Another favorite strgtagem of the trade is to insert in the press
- of the country llttle stories, in the form' of news items, whereby
prominent men are- alleged to have supported the estabhshment of .
salosns, ete., under certain picturesque conditions, Not long sinece
there appeared in the loeal press a story that the Bishop of Manches-
ter. England, had publicly expressed lns approval of a certain saloon -
in his ‘district and quoted him as saying if more such were inaug-
wrated it would lessen drunkenness, and then followed an attractive
description of the place. We cut the article out and forwarded it
to the Bishop for his confirmation, and i i Teply rccelvcd his ab.soluted
1(1)1|let3011 of the whole article.

We are not eranks, but we do utterlv deep:se those who qeek
to gain a purely ‘monetar
misleading statements.

BRITISH PREFERENCE.

(Standard of Empire.)
~ Elsewhere we print an aceount of an experiment which proves
heyond doubt the Standard of Empive’s eontention that there ‘exists
in plenty in the towns of Great Britain excellent emigration material.

" Two unemployed men were chosen at random from among the home-

less unfortunates on the Thames Embankment, and given work on
a farm. It took them some little time to shake off the evil effects
of semi-starvation, exposure, and the heart-breaking search for work,
but todayv. after six months’ hard work-on the farm, they are ‘thor-
oughly competent farm hands. They have regained their self.respect
and interests in life. and have been chosen by Sir Thomas Robinson,
the Agent-General for Queeunsland. to fo out to.that State as assisted
emigrants. With reasonable good fortune, backed by stern applica-
tion to work. there is not the slmhtvst reason why these. men should -

~ not be comfortubly placed freehold farmers within five .years, and

possibly rich men hefore they reach middle age. Yet neither of them
had any experience of farm work before they were rescued from the
terrors of unemployment six months ago. Nothing more is needed-
to dispel the tradition that only those who have been reared on-the
land can become successful farmers.

of others—men whe. for some reason or other, have failed to make

good in this the land of their birth, but for whom there are chances
in plenty in the Oversea States. It was an important feature of this

case that the element of charity was not allowed to enter. The men
were put to work on an ordinary farm and paid a wage—a very
small one, it is true—for their services. There was no official at--

mosphere about them. and those with whom thev associated were

ordinary agricultural laborers, not beginners like themselves, trving’
to retrieve lost fortunes. At practically no cost whatever two wreeks
have been prevented and two citizens given to a young and pros--
perous State. Why should not the two be two thousand or twenty
thousand ?

"ad\anfagq by the circulation of false and  ~

What has been done for these -
" twn men in question could assuredly be done in the case of thousands *
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