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Saturday Afternoon, May 16," 1903 

INVESTIGATION BY COLUMBIA & WESTERN COMMITTEE DRAGS ITS WEARY WAY ALONG 
THE TESTIMONY OF THE CHIEF'COMMISSIONER OF LANDS AND WORKS IS NOT SHAKEN UNDER GROSS-EXAMINATION 

The Columbia & Western special com
mittee met ou Monday. The morning 
session was taken up by a discussion as to 
•whether B. P. Davis, K. 0. should be per
mitted to cross examine Mr. Wells, it was 
decided that ho should. G. McL. Brown, 
who was formerly the executive agent of 
tho O. P. R., gave evidence before the 
commission inquiring into tho East Koot
enay land scandal today to the effect that 
he had pressed W. O. Wells, commissioner 
of lands and works, for delivery of the 
grants of land in Southeast Kootenay, as 
well as Messrs Dunsmuir aud Eberts, but 
tho grants wero withhold. He considered 
that the C. P. R. was entitled to the land 
for building the Columbia & Western. 
Wells is alone responsible for the uon-de-
delivery of the grants, ho said. There 
was no question whatever but that it was 
he who stood between the province and 
the railway company/and prevented the 
completion of the transaction. While in 
Montreal he had had a conversation and 
had been inf orrned by sir Thomas Shau
ghuessy that Mr. Wells,had delivered the 
patents for all these lands except blocks 
4593 and 4594, which he had consented to 
have Mr. Wells bring back to Victoria. 

Mr. McCaul-objected to thc reception of 
such'secondary evidence. I t should not 
go down in tlie notes, nor go out to tho 
public. 

Finally it was put that from the tonor 
of sir Thomas Shanghnessy's statement 
he had expected to receive the grants from 
Mr. Wells. The chief commissioner liad 
said that "it would-be all right." The 
same assurance had been recoived from 
the other members of the government. 
The government at that day consisted of 
Messrs. Dunsmuir, Eberts, Prentice aud 

• -Weils.--"".- .y-.^' :,-.,.;;,:: 
"Is that all?'? said Mi-. Helmcken. "We 

would be inclined to think you were an 
important member of, the- government. 
; He could not say by whom tho bill of 
1903 was drafted, he did .not remember 
giving it to the deputy attorney general or 
taking it to the king's printer. Wheu 
pressed by Mr. Duff, Mr. Brown said he 
had drafted the bill himself. I t 'was a 
most important bill removing all difficul
ties as to these vexatious subsidy matters. 
He had no explanations to off er as to the 
varied phraseology.enlarging tho selection 
powers:and transferring,,them,.from, the 
company to the government. The best 
explanation he could give was that lie 
could remember nothing about the matter. 

Sir Thomas Shaughnessy, president of 
the Canadian Pacific railway, wired C. 
W. D. Clifford, chairman of the commit
tee, that he will be present for examina
tion on Monday next. 

Oh Tuesday Mr. Brown was again be
fore the committee and after discussion 
Mr. Duff was allowed to re-examine him. 

He (Brown) did not remember when he 
had learned of the determination of the 
government to withdraw the bill of 1902. 
He had probably asked for an explanation. 
He uo doubt haJd asked all. the ministers 
for reasons for the withdrawal. The gen
eral explanation was given, that the hill 
would not pass the house. He could not 
recall any circumstances in connection 
with these interviews* He did not re
member any reason being given him by 
Mr. Wells, or Mr. Eberts, or colonel Prior 
or Mr. Prentice. Coming back to the re
cent conversation with Mr. Oliver, wit-
ness had no recollection of having given 

~"Mrr01iveFany statement a-Wthe'grbunds 
upon winch the government excused at 
the time the withdrawal of the bill. He 
did not remember having said to Mr. Oli
ver that the bill had been withdrawn "be
cause certain members of the government 
or the house refused to support it, unless 
they received somo personal consideration. 
Nothing of tho land could have been said. 
If Mr. Oliver stated that witness had said 
this or something of the kind, Mr. Oliver 
was mistaken. Such a conversation did 
not occur at all. He had never spoken to 
any of the private members of the house 
in connection with this matter. He dealt 
with tho government and left all minor 
matters of detail with the government. 
He had never told anyone special reasons 
for tho withdrawal of bill No. 87. Ho had 
never told sir Thomas Shaughuessy. He 
had had correspondence with sir Thomas 
as to the withdrawal of tho bill. This 
correspondence he had not brought with 
him. He had not thought it necessary. 
The correspondence was not hero and 
could not be got. 

Mr. Oliver was called to the stand, and 
examined by Mr. Duff. He had heard 
the questions put to Mr. Brown and Mi*. 
Brown's answers. He had had a conver
sation with Mi*. Brown, on or about the 
21st of April ultimo, before he (Brown) 
was examined before the committee. He 
had met Mr. Brown at the boat and had 
walked up with him to the hotel, discuss
ing Columbia & Western matters. He 
had seen Mr. Brown again before his ex
amination. Brown had made a statement 
to him in conversation with respect to the 
withdrawal of bill No. 87. He (Oliver) 
had asked Mr. Brown the question as to 
what reason the government had given at 
the time for the withdrawal-of bill No. 87. 
In the course of the discussion Mr. Brown 
had said that several of the supporters of 
the government had refused to support 
the bill unless there was something in it 
for them. This was not Brown's own 
version of the situation but Brown's state
ment of tho governments explanation ot 
why the bill had been withdrawn. Wit
ness was positively clear on tins point. 

In tho afternoon the Hoh. 0. W. Wells 
>vas cross-examined by Mi*. Davis. He 
denied that the grants were actually de
livered in Montreal to Oswald, secretary 
of the Columbia and Western railway, 
that they were deposited in the vault at 
C. P. R. headquarters, ahd that they were 
returned to him the following morning so 

them to Shaugh-
cabinet vacancies 

to Victoria and return 
nessy, when certain 
wero filled. 

He maintained they had never left the 
Windsor hotel. :The statement that, they 
had is wholly false, aud merely an inci
dent in "a great put up job." 

He certainly had not asked to havo these 
grants given back, a two year old child 
would scarcely bo so foolish as to suggest 
such a thing, if once delivery had been 
made. Those deeds never left the Wind
sor hotel, he was quite sure of that. The 
principal reason for the. cancellation of 
tho grants was the f allure of the negotia
tions for the building of tho Midway-
Spouse's Bridge line. 

On Wednesday Mr. Wells was on the 
stand all day, but the extremely hard 
cross-examination to which lie was sub
jected failed to shake his testimony in 
any particular. He said that D. M. Eb
erts, the attorney general, had pressed 
him to deliver the grants for the two 
blocks of land to the O. P. R; on his re
turn from Montreal. Wells: then said 
"If the grants were'delivered the govern
ment would have togo." Ebertsreplied: 
',Let us go then.". Wells' evidence im
plied that the attorney general was at the 
bottom of the affair. ' This completed 
Wells'evidence, y . 

On Thursday the committee^ had the 
Hou. D. M. Eberts, attorney general be
foro them. He was subjected to a search
ing examination by Mr. Duff. Mr. Eb
erts denied that Dunsmuir had said to. 
him referring to the witness' jenquiry as 
to why the patehts_ had not been delivered 
"You know the reason why." He did 
not remember being referred to Wells for 
an explanation. He was positivo no such 
conversation as Dimsmuir had related had 
ever occurred. Subsequently when Brown 
was present Dimsmuir had related the 
Taylor incident, as Wells had described it 
and asked Brown to deny its truth. He 
could not explain how Brown was sup
posed to be able to deny what had trans
pired between Taylor and Wells iu Mont
real. Dunsmuir had uot suggested that 
he (Eberts) and Brown were mixed up hi 
the affair. - Witness had not been notified 
of the meeting*' of the executive held in 
Wells'office, at which the cancellation 
order was passed. He had gone to the 
lands aud works office and found a meet
ing in progress. Ho at once went in and 
Dunsnmir turning to Wells said, "Now* 
tell Eberts what yon told me." The wit
ness was commencing to tell the story, 
when Helmcken told him he had no right 
to disclose cabinet secrets. A lengthy ar-^ 

• gun_ent followed..' I t finally "autie^'irir 
that Eberts had told his partner, Taylor,, 
of the attempted Dribery in Montreal as 
related by Wells. It came out that Eb
erts name was on the back of the descrip
tion of the land, to be embodied .in the 
since cancelled grants. Eberts' examina
tion was not concluded when the commit
tee rose. 

On Friday the examination of attorney 
general Eberts wat continued, he was on 
the stand all day. He had told Taylor 
what Wells said at the executive meeting, 
which was to the effect that Taylor, had 
offered Wells 80,000 acres in the land com
pany, if he would deliver the grants to 
the Canadian Pacific railway company. 
Eberts was cross-examined by Wells' 
counsel during which it came out that in 
the opinion of the attorney general the 
Canadian Pacific railway company had a 
good case against the province in connec
tion with the non-delivery of the grants, 
if the courts were appealed to. 

the subject. So loug as peoplo in this 
country conduct themselves as reputable 
citizens it does not niakc any difference 
where they come from. I t is immaterial 
whether some Englishmen speak with a 
drawl or whether some of our friends 
from the United States speak through 
their noses, or Canadians adopt the mid
dle course and do neither the one nor the 
other—so we will dismiss the matter from 
our minds." Judgment was entered for 
the plaintiff. 

The celebrated case of Clark vs. Collom 
was settled this week. Clark asked for 
80-000 shares iu tho' Arlington as his pay
ment for assisting in making the sale of 
the property to the present owners. After 
being in the courts for nearly throe years 
the trial was finally set for Tuesday last 
at Rossland. Before the case came'up, 
however, the lawyers made a settlement, 
the defendant paying $2000 covering the 
plaintiff's costs, defendant paying his own 
costs. This is tho case that W. McAdams 

-commented, on iu the Sandon Paystreak, 
his remarks resulting in his spending a 
short time in the jail at Victoria for con
tempt of court. •'•'•'•'* "'..'.,-• 

MET A i m y / * ^ 
The provincial legislature met on Mon

day last. His honor the lieutenant-gov
ernor assented to*the following private 
bills, which had passed their third read
ings: 

An Act to Amend the Vernon & Nolson 
Telephone Co., 1901. 

An Act to Incorporate thc Kootenay, 
Cariboo & Pacific Railway Co. 

An Act to Incorporate the Adam River 
Railway Co. 

Aii Act to Incorporate the" Morrissey, 
Fernie & Michel Railway Co. 

An Act to Amend the Pacific Northern 
& Omineca Railway Act. 

An Act to Amend the Pacific Northern 
& Eastern Railway Co. 
. An Act to Incorporate tho Flathead 

Valley Railway Co. 
An Act to Incorporate tho Quatsino 

Railway Co. 
• An Act to Incorporate the British Col
umbia Northern- & Mackenzie Valley 
•Railroad. • 

Au Act to Amend the Land Act. 
An Act to Incorporate the Port Simpson 

General Hospital. 
Mr. Curtis asked if the government had 

decided what would- be done regarding 
prospecting,in block 4593, now that bill. 
-No: 16" had been assented* to.-~ " , 
• Premier Prior declined to answer the 
question, and asked for an adjournment 
until the 20th iust. 

After questions standing on the order 
paper liad been answered the house ad
journed. 

ASSIZES AT NELSON, 

Victoria, Saturday, 12:20p.m.—[Special 
-to-Tm-TRiBUNE.—Thcinvestigating-coin-
mittee resumed its sitting this morning 
with attorney general Eberts on the wit
ness stand. This is the third day and 
only one of the four lawyers who will ex
amine hhn is through. The investiga
tion is tiresome and more or less farcical. 
No more is known now than was known 
wheu tho legislature adjourned two weeks 
ago. Shaughuessy will be hereon Monday 
night. Judging by his utterances whieli 
are freely distributed by the Associated 
Press, he will endeavor to make it appear 
that the crown grants for the two blocks, 
in Kootenay were actually delivered, and 
their cancellation afterwards was a gross 
breach of faith on the part of British Col
umbia. The general opinion is hero that 
Wells saved the laud to the provinco and 
the effort to make him the scapegoat w i l 
fail. I t is also the opinion that tho lieu
tenant governor will dismiss the govern
ment immediately the present session is 
over and dissolve the legislature. 

JUSTICE MARTIN AT ROSSLAND, 
Mr. justice Martin held supreme court 

sittings at Rossland this week. The most 
interesting case was that of Gerald V. 
Hopkins against the War Eagle and''Cen
tre Star Co., for wrongful dismissal, Hop
kins asking $2000 damages for alleged 
wrongful dismissal. The defence was 
that complainant was incompetent and 
disobedient. There Avere a number of 
witnesses,- judge Forin being one for the 
plaintiff and after occupying the time of 
the court for two days the jury brought 
in a verdict for the plaintiff. Damages 
$1600. The chief trouble seoms to have 
been the plaintiff's English drawl, which 
prejudiced some of the witnesses and pos
sibly manager Kirby against him. In 
summing up the case Mr. justice Martin 
said: "There is a circumstance which is 
in ouo way a small due, but might be 
magnified into something greater. I t has 
been spoken of as an onslaught on the 
plaintiff. I have reference to the remark 
of one witness that ho could not do jus
tice to Mr. Hopkins' drawl; you were 
told that there wore a large number of 
people who wero prejudiced. That is 
something that you and I will dismiss 
from our consideration in this 

The following cases are set for trial at 
the assizes at Nelson commencing on 
Monday next, which will be presided over 
•by Mr. justice Martin. 

The case against J. Burt Morgan for 
criminally libelling R. T. Daniels of Ross
land will be proceeded with by private 
prosecution. 

Criminal list: Wing Wo, D. C. Ray, 
murder; Walter Willis, wounding with 
intent to murder; Andrew Baleek Palko, 
wounding with intent to murder; J. Bur-
bridge, fraud; W. Moodie, C. Jagger, 
stealing; A. Patterson et al, J . T. Davis, 
nnlawfiilassembly. 

I'CULTULeu IJU 111111 ion- I U H U W I I I K m u m - u i g BU u v u i u.ui uuuisiuuTtluuu xix u n a m a t t e r . I 

that he might take them back with hhn j feel almost ashamed to have to allude to 

The list of civil cases to he disposed of 
by the same judge after the criminal cases 
are heard includes: Keslervs. Bull River 
Mining company, motion for judgment 
and foreclosure; Farrelys. C. P. R. ac
tion for trespass aud damage to property; 
Mageevs. Brock, for profits on sale of 
stock; Briggs vs. Fleutot, for interests in 
mineral claims; Kingswell vs C. N. P. C. 
Co., for damages for injuries received; 
Balfour vs. Ingram et al, to set aside chat-
tie mortgago; Sandberg vs. Ferguson, to 
adverse mineral claim *, British Lion Gold 
Mining company vs. Creamer, also 
Creamer vs. British Lion Gold Mining 
company, to adverse mineral claims. 

MINING NOTES, 
Wild Horso creek placer mining com

panies aro preparing for extensive opera
tions this year. 

Tho machinery of the Laborer's Co-Op
erative Mining Company at Golden is to 
to be installed at once and a trial ran of 
tho smelter is expected shortly. 

T. G. Smith and W. B. Averill of New 
York are at Slocan crossing examining tho 
Hungry Man property.. 

Al. Teeter and his partner struck the 
ledge on the Combination on Springer 
creek this week. Thoy have a big ledgo 
40 feet in width and havo now got tho ore 
at tliree levels. 

Several men are employed at the Ot
tawa, they are driving No. 4 tunnel and 
expect to cut the ledge at another 200 feet. 
The vein will then have 500 feet in depth 
from the surface. 

The Royston Gold Mines, Limited aro 
going to commence ground-sluicing on 
Monday on their properties on Morning 
mountain. 

Superintendent Gracey of the Athaba
sca-Venus mine has confirmed the report 
that a good strike has been made at the 
end of No. 1 tunnel. 

A rich strike is reported on tlie Josie 
mine, the rich Anuio vein having been 
struck in the 700-foot level by the diamond 
drill. I t is now predicted that profitable 
dividends aro assured tlie LoRoi No. 2 for 
several years. 

A strike was made this week on thc 
Lucky Boy thero is said to be 
foiu- feet of shippiug ore. G. W. Stead, 

who is managing the property, has now 
ready for shipment about 60 tons of ore 
which will run $200 to the ton, besides a 
quantity of second class ore which will 
run about $40 to the ton. The uew strike 
is grey copper and.carbonates and as high 
as 1500 ounces silver to the ton has been 
got. .y V'•';;.". 

The Ptarmigan mines iu the Winder-
mers district havie a double Bleichert 
tramway on the ground, it is 8000 feet in 
length, and will be erected as soon as the 
snow is off the ground. They have 
worked 30 men all winter, and intend in
stalling an electric plant on Horse Thief 
creek.;,,;' ••-'•'•-. 

Work on McCullough creek has been 
started, J. D. Sibbald of' Revelstoke hav
ing gone up this week. The company he 
represents owns the , Ophir and Last 
Chance properties.- yVery course gold was 
got from these claihis and some fail* sized 
nuggets, which were- exhibited at the 
World's Fair in Chicago in 1893. 

The Rev. Canon : Drummond, vicar of 
Beyhe Hill, Maidenhead, in- his parish 
magazine for thisy month says: '<The 
devil seems, to have ibeeh administering 
doses of sleeping powders to many, •which 
produces lethargy,'indifference, procras
tination, self-indulgence, numbness and 
also that peculiar disease', morbus Sabbati-
cus, which recurs 'weekly, on Sundays 
only, and produces an incapacity for wor
ship ahd a weakness of the lower limbs, 
preventing attendance at church? Beware 
of these subtle symptoms." 

NELSON CITY COUNCIL, 
Tho mayor and all tho aldermen were 

prosent at the council meeting ou Monday 
last. 

The public works committee recom
mended the laying of sidewalks on Koot
enay and Victoria streets, but vetoed the 
bridge on Mill street. They recom
mended that uo lease be given O. E. Mil
ler of land on the waterfront between the 
eity wharf and Astleys boat house, as it 
would not leave room for the Canadian 
Pacific boats at high/water. 

The chief of police irepor ted that 54 per
sons were residing iri the shacks along the. 
water front, he also gave the occupation, 
number of children, i and other informa-
tion.abqut.the^hackers,^_._iiw^ ^r 

A. LaFrance appeared before*the "covin'-' 
oil, on his own behalf and also at .the re
quest of other shackers. • He made an ap
peal that they should be allowed to stay 
where they were, on- paying rent to the 
city, and asked the following questions of 
the council: Have squatters on govern-
ernment land no right to same through 
priority of possession? 2.—-Has it been 
satisfactorily established that the welfare 
of the city, or of the shackers, require 
that the latter should be summarily re
moved?. 3.—Is there any possibility of 
the land occupied by the shackers being 
required by the city for other purposes for 
some time to come? 

The mayor said that the question had 
been thoroughly discussed on several oc
casions by the council and they: were 
unanimously in favor of the squatters be
ing ordered to leave the land in question. 
He would like the aldermen to again ex
press" themselveToff the'matter, 

one of the unpleasant duties which alder
men had to put up with. Ho was present 
at the fire and although he did not pre
tend to be an expert fireman he thought 
it was badly managed. The expressions 
of opinion he heard were very humiliat
ing. 

Alderman Irving thought that the by
standers had .interfered unnecessarily, all 
kinds of directions -were shouted to the 
firemen causing confusion aud mistakes. 

Alderman Bird thought the fire had 
been mismanaged. It was a disgrace to 
the city of Nelson the Way it had been 
handled and showed nothing but incom
petence. He had heard nothing but uni
versal condemnation of the work done at 
this fire. ..-".-. 

Alderman Irving thought there should 
have been extension ladders so that the 
hien could have got oh the roof. 

Chief Lillie said, that the building iu 
question had studding ruuiiiug up froni 
the ground to, the roof, without stops at 
any of the floors. Wheu the fire started 
it had5 immediately burned through the 
wall from a room, and had been drawn 
u p to the attic. While there was but lit
tle flame showing outside there had been 
several places where it had been spreading 
rapidly within and which had to be'at
tended to. Bystanders outside could not 
see this work in progress aud naturally 
criticized. 

The mayor said he had uot seeu thc 
last two fires but at the sawmill fire he 
heard nothiug but favorable reports of the 
firemens' work. 

Aldermen Selous and Bird both gladly 
bore testimony to what the mayor had 
said regarding the firo at the sawmill. 

Alderman Hamilton said it should be 
compulsory, to have stops between the 
studding on each floor. 

After some discussion, on motion of 
alderman Hamilton, seconded b}*- alder
man Irving, it was decided that ii build
ing bylaw should be brought in. . 

There was a discussion as to the cost of 
installing a fire alarm system. 

Chief Lillie said 10 boxes could be put 
iu for $2500, which would be sufficient for 
the whole city. 

Alderman Irviug thought it could be 
put iu for less if the firo brigade did the 
work. He understood Rossland installed 
their system for about $1500. The special 
mechanism was very expensive, the boxes 
costing $75 each aud the mechanism for 
tlie bell $400. Cheaper arrangements 
could be got but they were unsatisfactory. 
Referred to the fire water and light com
mittee. 
" '-"Alottcr from Hugh'D. Giluiour'of Van
couver, was read and referred to the fi
nance committee. 
. Bylaw No. 127 to regulate tho early 
closing of stores in the city was read a 
first and second time and on motion of 
alderman Kirkpatriek, seconded by alder
man Gilker, comes up for approval at the 
next meeting. 

Bylaw No. 128, regulating the citygeom
etry, was read a first and second time aud 
ou motion of alderman Hamilton, seconded 
by alderman Gilker, comes up for final 
approval at the next meeting of the coun
cil. _ 

workmen. A man named White was ar
rested on suspicion of having started the 
blaze. He was seen at the yards just be
fore the fire broke out, having just been 
released on a ticket-of-leave, he was ser
ving a ten years' sentenco for incendiar
ism.' ". . ' - ' . . : . : ' 
" An accurate list of the fire loss places 

the amount at $400,000 with'insurance of 
$250,000. ' . " ' - ' ' • • • ' 

Eight hundred and seventy-five persons 
were rendered; homeless. A reliof com
mittee was appointed by tho city council. 

BRIDGE WHIST CONTINUED, 

m 

BOARD OF TRADE MEETING, 

Alderman Hamilton said it had been de
cided by former councils that it was ad
visable that the water front bo cleared, 
and this council was strongly of the same 
opinion, and action should be taken at 
once. ' There was nothing to be gained by 
delay. 

Alderman Irving said the council liad 
unanimously decided on the matter, and 
he saw no reason for opening up the.sub
ject ugain. 

Alderman Kirkpatriek said he thought 
it was more a question of public health 
than any other as ho thought there was 
danger in using the lake water. Ho was 
strongly in favor of tho removal. 

Alderman Selous asked Mr. LaFrance 
if he used lake water. Mr. LaFrance 
said no, he used city water whicli ho got 

. either at Griffin & Co.'s or thc sawmill. 
Aldermau Selous said both those institu
tions were liable under the city charter to 
a fine of $50. When people see they can 
got everything free by living at the water 
front, the example of the prosent squatters 
would be very largely followed, and should 
we allow them to remain it would be a 
very unwise proceeding. 

Alderman Gilker said "I agree with the 
other aldermen. I t is best to deal with 
the matter now rather than later. 

Alderman Bird agreed that the removal 
should take place at once with the excep
tion of the two cases mentioned by the 
chief of police. 

The mayor—Mr. LaFrance thc council 
has decided tho water front shall be 
cleared. 

The trustees of St. Paul's church wroto 
asking that their electric light rates should 
be reduced. Referred to the fire, water 
and light committee. 

A petition for the opening up of a lane 
from Park to Cedar street was referred to 
tho board of works. 

Frank Tamblyn announced the closing 
of tho Nelson Wine Co. and asked that 
the balance of his liceuso for the rest of 
the term be refunded him. After some 
discussion as to whether this would form 
a precedent, it was referred to the board 
of license commissioners. 

Chief Lillie wroto the council saying thc 
alarms sent in over tho telephone when 
there was a fire, WRS most unsatisfactory 
and recommended a fire alarm system be 
installed. Referred to the fire, water and 
light committee. 

Alderman Selous said he hated to bring 
this matter forward, but he felt it was 

The Nelson Board of Trade held the 
regular monthly meeting on Wednesday 
evening. President J. M. Lay was in the 
chair, and there was a good attendance of 
the members: The minutes of the last 
meeting were read and adopted. I t was 
proposed by Fj-ed Starkey and seconded 

"b^TrGT'ProlMrWd'cmTiedW^ 
"That the Nelson board of. trade unani
mously endorse the resolution passed at 
the citizens meeting on May 4th, regard
ing a bonus on lead, and that a copy bo 
forwarded by wire to W. A. Galliher, M. 
P., and to the minister of finance." 

E. Ranmielmeyer wrote asking the board 
to take some action towards inducing tlie 
Kootenay Lake Telephone Company to 
extend its lino from Nelson to Ymir, Erie, 
Salmo and other neighboring camps and 
mines. After discussion the president 
and vice-president were appointed a com
mittee to interview the telephone com
pany on the subject. 

W. A. Galliher, M. P., wrote that the 
postoffice department had not yet taken 
any stops towards the establishment of a 
mail sen-ice between Nelson and tho Lar
deau district via Kootenay lake; as soon 
as action was taken he would communi
cate with tho board. The secretary was 
instructed to write Mr. Gallihor asking if 
anything liad been done towards estab
lishing a daily mail service over tho 
Crow's Nest, and also to write to the 
boards of trade of the towns-along tho 
Crow's Nest road, asking them to take 
the matter up. 

The Kootenay River Lumber Company 
was elected to membership. 

On motion the Kootenay Lake Tele
phone Company was asked to place a tele
phone at the disposal of the board. 

BAD FIRE IN OTTAWA, 

The next thing, to bo considered 
Bridge whist is tho making of the trump. 
The great-principle to be kept in mind is 
that the make which will be right in the 
majority of cases, should be made in all 
cases. No one can pick out the best make 
every timo. 

The element-of passing is the most dif
ficult for tlie beginner,'if he wero com
pelled to make thc trump from his own 
hand it would be much easier. It is im
possible to lay down rules which will en
able a person to select the best make on 
every hand, but a few general-principles 
will be founcl_following, which will win 
if consistently carried out, although dis-
nuil failure may result in some cases. 

Iu considering the make, notice must bo 
taken of the strength of the hand; thc 
score aud the honors in one suit. Four 
aces and three kings make a no rruniper, 
no matter how the score stands. When 
it is a question of simply winning or los
ing the odd trick, the honor column must 
bo considered, as you can afford to risk 
losing the odd trick if you arc certain of 
adding from four to nine times the num
ber of points iu tho honor column. 

The hand should always bo made a no-
trumper* with four aces, no matter how 
thc score stands. With three aces the 
hand should be a no-trumper unless very 
stroug.in the red suits, or when the score 
stands so that you can certainly make tho 
game by declaring a trump. I t is foolish 
to risk a no-trumper when-by declaring 
a trump you are certain of winning the, 
game. With two aces and protection pi 
.a'third-suit,, such "as K., Q, aiid" two other,' 
K., J. and two others, or Q.*., J., 10, the 
make should be no trump, even if the 
fourth suit is very weak or entirely miss
ing. In making a no-trumper on two 
aces, it is a safer make if neither of the 
aces is alone, so _hat the ace cannot bo 
forced out of your hand the first round. 
Somotimes it is very important to be 
able to pass ouo or two rounds of an ad
verse suit by holding up the ace. 

Tho principal exeception to making no 
trump with three aces is, when you have 
a hand strong enough to make game with 
a declared trump, and at no trumps have 
a weak suit you are afraid of. 

Wanting only eight points to win, and 
holding seven clubs to the ace, two other 
aces, and a missing suit, it is foolish to 

.risk a no-trumper when two tricks in 
clubs wins the game. 

To make a no truniper without- an ace, 
a player should have a phenomenal hand 
in court cards, and the only time such a 
marke would be justifiable would be with 
both black suits long and both red suits 
protected and the score such that it was 

"impossible=to'-«'iifthe=game=:with;=a=bhick= 

trump. The beginner should nevej^^iake 
it no trump without au ace. 

Never risk a no-trumper •with two miss-
iug suits, (a missing suit is one iu which 
you cannot possibly take a trick,) unless 
you have six or seven tricks in your hand 
and are trusting your partner to stop one 
suit out. 

The following is a {pod no-trumper 
even with two missing suits: five 
cards to the A. K. Q. in oue suit, 
and four.,-to thc A. K. in another, tho 
longer always being a black suit, and the 
four card suit either black or red. Unless 
your, partner has all low cards and cannot 
win a trick in either of the other suits, 
you must get in and make all the tricks 
in your own hand and uny the dummy 
has got. Without such strength as this, 
you should never mako it- no .trumps with 
two missing suits. Perhaps the only 

when a no-trumpcr is justifiable time 
with two missing suits is when the enemy 
are twenty-eight to love, or a "very small 
score, anel it is the only chance to win the 
game. 

NELSON WRITTEN ABOUT. 

was made, and this was shortly followed 
by the staking of the Silver.King and 
other well-known mines. Then followed 
the usual influx of minors prospectors and 
storekeepers, and in 1889- the provincial 
government laid out the present townsite. 
Iii the following year the Canadian Pa
cific Railway Company built the branch 
line to the Columbia river at Robson, and 
thus opened im easier means of communi
cation •with their main line at Revelstoke. •• 
Banks were established and the Nelson & 
Fort Sheppard 'railway, connecting this 
city with Spokane, was completed iu 1892 
and Nelson was in direct communication 
•with the rest of the world. 

Then followed a period of building np 
thc city and of commercial prosperity, to 
be succeeded, for iv year or two by a time 
of quietness.. In 189G-7 the excitement 
arising from the boom, in Rossland, the 
working of several mines iu thc immedi
ate neighborhood, gave a great impetus to 
Nelson, and building operations went on 
rapidly. Stone and brick buildings were 
erected, which -will compare favorably 
with those of much larger cities,. and 
were immediately occupied by merchants 
and business and professional men, alive 
to the growing importance of the place. 

In 1897 Nelson was incorporated, and as 
a city continued to make substantial pro- ' 
gress. Its mayors' aud councils .have al
ways recognized the advantage of public 
control of public utilities, as evidenced in • 
tho waterworks and electric plants, and 
the charters given for the gas works and 
tramway system. 

At the last census Nelson wras given 
with a population of 5,549, but as this did 
not include the residents of Fairview and ' 

, other suburbs outside the city limits, the 
number would probably be found to bo 
over 6,000. , 

Nelson has many important institutions." 
Four of the principal chartered banks of 
Canada are represented here. The Bank < 
of Montreal, tho Canadian Bank of Com
merce, the'Imperial Bank and the Royal 
Bank each has a branch. sf,i 

No less than seven churches, a splendid-,-
ly equipped and well managed hospital, a 
public library'; the -large convent school ' 
and the public and high school buildings 
speak for the religious, philanthropic and * 
educational advantages that Nelson pos
sesses. 

With its macadamized streets, its well-
paved sidewalks, some 14 miles length'in 
all, its nearly 12 miles of water-mains, -̂  

. and its 8 miles of,sewers, its gas and^elec-^-w^^g1 

trie, light system, Nelson is a~towntHat~*/:?*tr'_ft 
has.a-solidity and permanency,about,it.*-;'-;..^ 
that -strikes the observant strangeris 'J-'-iA.-s 
glance.-

The> large" number of wholesale houses 
established here and the excellent facili
ties for transport, both by rail and water 
to all parts of the Kootenays, assist in 
maintaining a brisk and increasing whole
sale trade. 

The retail stores of Nelson are many 
aud well stocked and ho would be fastid
ious indeed who could uot obtain here 
almost any thing-hewanted. 

The Hudson's Bay Company, although 
this was not one of the trading posts of 
that "ancient and honorable" company, 
has one of its modern establishments here. 
Many of the largest and best known cor
porations have, their offices for British 
Columbia in this city, as for instance the 
London & British Columbia Gold Fields 
Company, Whitewater Mines Company, 
Ymir Mining Company, Athabasca Gold 
Mining Company, Poorman Gold Mining 
Company, Duncan United Mines and 
many others. 

Nelson is also the headquarters of the 
district for the provincial government. 

=Here'are,ithc"courirhouserthe registry~bf-~ 

t • 

On Sunday last about 4 o'clock iu the 
afternoon a fire started in Booth's lumber 
yards, Ottawa. I t burned until 9 :!J0 p.m. 
destroying 175 houses nnd 10,000,000 feet 
of lumber. The break-down in the city 
pump house, which required 40 minutes 
to repair, and a heavy wind from tlio 
south gave the flumes a groat start. Thc 
blaze worked its way over to Curling ave
nue and swept up street after street until 
it reached the high bluff which begius at 
the foot of Division and Albert streets. 
The area burned was over 75 acres and 
comprised much of the same district a.s 
was destroyed in tho big firo of 1900. 

At one timo it seemed likely the whole 
upper portion of the city would burn. 
Most of the buildings burned were small 
brick and fraiuo buildings, occupied by 

The following is part of the description 
of Nelson taken from tho illustrated pam
phlet issued by the Tourist Association of 
Kootenay and now ready for distribution. 
There is a mistake in the second para
graph, it was in I8S8 that A. S. Farwsll 
laid out part of thc townsite of Nelson for 
the provincial government, and G. M. 
Sproat held an auction sale of Nelson lots 
in October, 1888. E. K. Beeston, the 
secretary, has tho pamphlets for distribu
tion, und they will be placed in the stores 
and hotels: 

Nelson, a miniug town in the Kootenays, 
so says tho directory, and most people at 
once picture a place black and grimy, and 
ouo to bo avoided. Not so is Nelson, 
however, but instead, a beautiful city, 
pleasantly situated on the west arm of 
Kootenay lake. Thu ground ou which it 
is built rises gradually from tho water 
level. The houses aro well built, with 
beautiful gardens with magnificent views 
of mountain rising above mountain, and 
in the distanco the snow-capped glacier. 

It Wins only in 1S80 that the first great 
discovery of minerals in the neighborhood 

fice.the gold coimnissioncrand'government 
agent's oflice, tho provincial jail aud pro
vincial police office. It is the judicial 
centre for the Kootenay district and has 
a resident local judge of the county court. 

The Canadian Pacific railway company 
has a large establishment, and in its yard's 
arc somo six miles of tracks, often filled 
to their utmost capacity. It has repair
ing shops and tho offices of the local sup
erintendent nnd other officials. 

Thc hotel ^accommodations of Nelson 
aro excellent; the Hume, tho Phair and 
the Queen's are first-class hotels, aud 
there aro a dozen or more others, all good 
and comfortable, where cheaper rates can 
lie obtained. 

In amusements and means of entertain
ment Nelson is well supplied. A social 
club with sonic 150 members, nn opera 
house seating about 700: musical and op-, 
eratic societies, gun, lawn tennis, cricket, 
lacrosse and other sporting and athletic 
associations nre to be found. 

Last, but not least of these, is thc Nel
son Boat Club, a well patronized institu
tion. Its new boat house, just completed 

. at a cost of $5000, is a favorite rendezvous 
on the water. The annual regatta of thc 
Northern Pacific Amateur Oarsmen's As
sociation was held here in 1902, when 
crews fjoni Portland, Vaucouvor and Vic
toria competed with Nelson and the opin
ion expressed-by the visitors was that, the 
course was the best they had rowed oyer. 
Tho lake permits of a course of five miles 
or more. 

Boating and fisliiug are the most pleas
ant of Nelson's many advantages, aud 
many are the gas and steam launches, 
boats and canoes owned by the citizens 
and for hire. 

As a residential city, Nelson offers many 
attractions, aud in the summer furnished 
residences can be obtained by those who 
desire to leave their wives and families to 
enjoy the glorious climate and health-
giving breezes, while they themselves seek 
the more arduous sport of hunting aud 
fishing and mountain climbing. 

It is impossible to say too much in favor 
of the fishing near Nelson, which extends 
for 20 miles east and west ou the Koote
nay river, and into the smaller streams 
falling into it. The rainbow trout in tho 
Kootenay river are said not to be sur
passed in game qualities, and fishing with 
delicate tackle and small flies gives the 
sportsman all the oxeitenieut he requires. 




