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MARTIN DEFENDED HIMSELF 
A Large Audience. 

.Premier Martin's meeting in the 
opera house last evening was well 
attended. I t was a case of stand­
ing room only for the greater part 
of the evening, and, upon the whole 
the speaker of tho evening received 
a .very'' careful and appreciative 
hearing. The premier made the 
most of his case, and as there, was 
no one to reply to him, he had a 
free rein. 

When Mr. Martin appeared on 
the platform with his chairman', 
Charles Hillyer, the audience ac­
corded him a fairly warm recep­
tion. Mr. Hillyer immediately 
came to the front of the platform 

' and briefly opened the meeting. 
He was pleased, he said, to intro­
duce the premier of British Colum­
bia, for whom he asked a fair, 
square and quiet hearing. l ie 
would ask the audience to forget 
all personalities and remember that 
ifc was the premier of the province 
who was addressing tho gathering. 
Once more lie requested a fair hear­
ing for Mr. Martin, and expressed 
his confidence that the audience 
would accoid all he had asked. 

Premier Martin iu his opening le-
marks said tha t he had been warned 
that he had uo friends iu Nelson. 
'The Liberals of the province had 
held a convention in Vancouver a 
•short time before to which Nelson 
had sent ten delegates, every one 
of whom had opposed him bitterly 
and said that he had no friends in 
the Nelson riding. The premier 
added that he had met 
the same statement in other por­
tions of the province, but he had 
found that when, he asked the peo­
ple what they had against him 

. they could only reply tha t he was 
a bad and dangerous man, bufc they 
could not give any reason for the 
statement; that he was a bad or 
dangerous man. Everywhere the 
representatives of the newspapers 
-would say tha t they endorsed the 
platform'put-forward by the gov-

-ernmenr, but t ha t they, could nob 
jposbibiy vote for the government; 
on account of the bad and danger­
ous man who was at the head of it. 
The speakei said that- ho was per­
suaded that-most of this arose from 
the faefc that he opposed and as­
sisted in defeating tlio Semlin gov­
ernment. Ib had been ~ reported 
tha t his opposition to the govern­
ment had been dictated, however, 
from personal feeling and spite." If 
this contention could bo substanti­
ated it would be a very proper reason 
for withdrawing support from him, 
and he Avould uot complain. It was 
not true and he would endeavor to 
prove ifc to the satisfaction of the 
audience. He had not repudiated 
his principles in the course which ho 
had taken. He was just as much 
in favor of the principles which lie 
advocated during tbe last general 
elections as lie was when the 
ejections were pending. He was 
content that, unless he could satisfy 
his hen iers that ifc was proper for 
him tp_o])pp_s_e_the_.Seinlin govern-, 
ment, the electors should charge 
him with insincerity and charge 
him with having some ulterior mo­
tive in tlio course which he had 
taken. 

Mr. Martin then referred to bhe 
Deadman's island trouble as the 
first difficulty which ho had en­
countered with his former col­
leagues. Ho reminded his 'hear­
ers tha t when the legislature 
met after the general elections the 
Seinlin party had barely a majority 
b u t a t the end of the first session 
i t could count upon a majority of 
five. The members left the' capital 
a t the close of the first session well 
faatisfied with the party and the 
members of the government. 
Everything continued harmonious 
until the following June. A diffi­
culty then occurred between him­
self aud Mr. Cotton over 
the Deadman island affair, ,a 
purely local matter which con­
cerned Vancouver alone. Out of 
the four members for tho city Mr. 
Cotton stood alone, and as a matter 
of fact a majority of the members 
of the government supported the 
stand which he had taken in favor 
of the establishment of the Ludgate 
sawmill upon the island. In view 
of the opposition of Sir. Cotton, 
however, Mr. Martin said he sug­
gested that a meeting of the gov­
ernment supporters should be held 
that tho members of the pa i ty 
should decide the matter at issue, 
and agreed f o abide by the verdict. 
This suggestion was not aeted 
upon, bufc, without any warning 

"" whatever, the speaker said he was 
called upon for his resignation. 

reason which 
Semlin's call for 

and received 

This, he said, was the first hint that 
he had received that any 
fault was fouud with him. He 
asked for the 
prompted premier 
his resignation 
iu reply what anyone would con­
sider very flimsy • and ridiculous 
reasons., The speaker said he then 
and there informed the premier 
that he Avas not prepared to act 
upon his suggestion unless a major­
i ty of the party wished it. The 
caucus Avas held aud the matter 
was decided against him by a small 
majority. Mr. Cotton had since 
stated iu the house that the speaker 
•was bound by the finding of the 
caucus, but this AA'as not the case. 
When the matter Avas before the 
caucus he had stated plainly that 
he did not believe that the reasons 
put forward by the premier Avere 
the real reasons for asking him to 
resign. As a matter of fact Pre­
mier Semlin AAyas bub the nominal 
leader of the goA'ernment party. 
The speaker Avas not anxious to 
join his cabinet and had refused 
the first invitation to join it. In 
1S9S, prior to the general elections, 
there AA'as a feeling among the sup­
porters of the opposition that 
Mr. Semlin Avas - not heavy 
enough for the position, either 
of leader of the go\rernment 
or the opposition. In Victoria 
a delegation AVanted E. V. Bodvvell 
installed as leader, and in Van­
couver a delegation desired to have 
the speaker—Martin—selected. I t 
AA'as eventually decided that the 
elections should be fought: Avith 
Semlin as the nominal leader and 
that after they were over the leader 
should be chosen. A caucus of the 
party Avas held in Vancouver for 
this purpose after the elections. I t 
Avas then found that a considerable 
majority Avas opposed to Semlin's 
leadership and in favor of the 
speaker. Mr. Semlin's supporters 
then asked for an adjourment as 
the result of the Cassiar elections 
Avere not known, and although this 
could not haA'e affected the result 
the adjournment was granted, In 
the interval the lieutenant-governor 
dismissed the. Turner government 
and called upon Hon. Robert Beaven 
to form a ' ministry. Mr. Semlin 
aud the speaker Avere asked tp join 
this cabinet and refused. When 
Mr. Beaven failed, the lieutenant-
governor called upon Mr. Semlin, 
Avho, allowing Mr. Cotton to dictate 
his policy, assumed the leadership 
of the party,+Avliieh had not decided 
upon and accepted the task 
of forming a ministry. In view of 
this the speaker refused to join the 
cabinet,Avhen firsc requested, but 
afterwards yielded to the pressure 
of friends. The second caucus Avas 
then held to settle the question of 
leadership. A resolution Avas of­
fered endorsing the action of pre­
mier Semlin bufc ifc failed to carry. 
Ifc AA'as then decided to take a ballot 
to decide the leadership, bufc pre­
mier Semlin came but with the 
statement that he Avould accept no 
one for leader but himself. The 
result Avas that premier Semlin 
continued to be the nominal leader, 
although Mr. Martin was the choice 
of_tho party. _-IIad premier-Semlin 
been the real leader of the party 
Mr. Martin said he AA-ould have 
bowed to his AVIIL but as matters 
stood he did not consider that he 
had any right to demand any min­
ister's resignation Avithout consult 
ing his colleagues. When the re­
signation AA'as asked for Messrs 
Hume and McKechnie AA'ere ignor­
ant of it, and eA'en Mr, Cotton had 
the hardihood to say that ifc came as 
a surprise to him. For this reason 
Mr. Martin did not .step out 
until the caucus a«ked him to, 
and he then told them that he 
Avould oppose them and prophesied 
that they Avould not remain in of­
fice very long. Shortly after this 
Mr, Higgins made a similar an­
nouncement and there were also 
reports of a like nature about 
Messrs. Macpherson, Helgeson and 
Prentice. In view of this the lieu-
ton an t-governor wrote a letter 
about a month after the retirement 
of Mr. Martin, telling premier Sem­
lin that it appeared to him that he 
had Josl the confidence of the legis­
lature and telling him tha t in his 
opinion lie should either call the 
house together or ask for a dissolu" 
tion. "This Avas Avhere the govern­
ment made another great mistake 
in addition to putt ing me out of 
the government" AA'as the frank 
manner in which Mr. Martin put it. 

The speaker then dealt with Avhat 
he considered the real reason for 
putt ing him out of the government. 
Iu this connection he cited the 
repeal of the Alien Labor Regula­
tion Act of 1898, Avhich act pre­
cluded the employment of Chinese 
Japanese upon works carried on 

under provincial charters. I t had 
beeii his OAVU contention while a 
member of the government that 
the regulation of this matter in the 
manner prescribed was a matter 
clearly within the scope of the pro­
vince; that the duty of the govern­
ment AATIS plain, and that the legis: 
lation should be reintroduced until 
the right of the province was con­
ceded. Mr. Martin cited the ex­
perience of the province of Mani­
toba with the disallowed railway-
legislation, and intimated that the 
experience would be repeated in 
matter of the . disallowed oriental 
labor legislation if the same policy 
Avas adopted. He did not wish to 
create the impression that sir Wil­
frid Laurier had any desire to op­
press the people of British Colum­
bia, his action was due • to a mis­
conception of public opinion. The 

people know where'"they stood. 
This paved the way for a reply to 
T H E TRIBUNE'S opinion that pre­
mier Martiu's railway program was 
weak in that it provided for com­
peting lines with the. Canadian 
Pacific in the southern portion of 
theprovince, and afforded no facili­
ties whatever for tho northern por­
tion of the province. - ? ' " Martin's 
reply was that in time' he objec­
tion taken Avould be hiet. There 
was furthermore no cause for 
alarm for the Canadian Pacific 
Railway Company in the present 
"government's railway policy. If 
the company was advised wisely ifc 
would take lundly.to it; arid if not 
there would .^Jamam nothing 
for the government to dp but 
parallel ,;.the company's sys­
tem, in the••': province. Wi th 
to report to' the proposed line from 

imperial authorities had requested j Kootenay to .the coa: t A ia Hope, he 
the disalloAvance of the legislation 
at the instance of the emperor'of 
Japan. Mr.; Martin made a good 
defence of his policy of fighting the 
issue by saying that once the evils 
of Chinese and Japanese im­
migration Avere understood the 
sense of justice of the British 
government would assert itself, and 
the Avelfare of the people of the 
province of British Columbia Avould-
Aveigh more strongly in the balance 
than even the friendship of the em­
peror of Japan. Mr. Martin closed 
this part of his remarks by saying 
that his well defined position upou 
this question Avas one of the real 
reasons Avhy Mr. Cotton desired to 
get him out of the government. 

Mr. Cotton's second reason was 
his position with respect to the sub­
sidy claimed under the provisions 
of the British Columbia Southern 
Boundary Railway Act. This mat­
ter had been referred to him as 
attorney-general. He had reported 
that the company had not earned 
the subsidy and this opinion Avas 
shared by Christopher Robinson and 
B. B. Osier of Toronto. That this 
was another reason for Mr. Cotton's 
desire to get rid of him Avas shoAvn 
by the fact that he had not been 
out of the government ten days 
when Mr. Cotton handed over 6,-
000,000 acres of land; to the com­
pany including 200,000 aeres of 
good1 lands worth millions of _ dol­
lars. 

Mr. Martin then proceeded to say 
that Mr. Cotton was completely in 
the control of the Canadian Pacific 
Raihvay Company. As an evidence 
of this he s lid that the only import­
ant legislation proposed by the 
government after' he himself had 
left; ifc Avas a proposal that the 
government should buy back from 
the Columbia & Western railway 
the land subsidies earned by the 
company in laihvay construction. 
These lands were to be purchased 
at 20 cents an acre and this deal up­
on the lands which the "company 
desired to sell AVOUH involve $400, 
000 and if ali the lauds were earned 
under the subsidy act i t Avould in­
volve $800,000. This alleged friend­
liness of Mr. Cotton for the Canad­
ian Pacific was further evidenced, 
according to Mr. Martin, by the 
administration of the the lands and 
works-department by_Avhich—the 
railway company Avas alloAved to 
get in arrears of $20,000 for timber 
dues. Mr. Martin further said t h a t 
it was Avell knoAvn that the News-
Advertiser, Mr. Cotton's news­
paper was owned ' by the Can­
adian Pacific Raihvay Company. 
as further proof that Mr. Cotton 
Avas more dangerous than himself, 
Mr. Martin then cited the story j vention. 
that for a considerable period, after ent time 
the death of editor LaAvson of the 
Colonist, Mr. Cotton edited the 
NeAvs-Advertiser and tho Colonist 
simultaneously. 

Mr. Martin then touched upon 
mayor Houston's candidature. He 
prefaced his remarks Avith the state­
ment that Mr. Houston was a man 
Avhom he admired A'eiy much, but 
he intimated some' regret in that 
Mr. Houston appeared to have a 
tender leaning for Mr. Cotton. 
Mr. Houston, he said, appeared to 
be the only candidate in Nelson so 
far, but from his announcement in 
THE TRIBUNE i t Avas very difficult 
to tell which side he Avas on. He 
then read the announcement Avhich 
appeared in yesterday's issue of 
T H E TRIBUNE and added that the 
wording of i t made him suspect 
that Mr. Cotton had been talking to 
Mr. Houston upon the matter, Mr. 
Martin had a copy of T H E TRIBUNE 
in his hand and in pro­
ceeding to further criticise its 
comments upon public questions, 
said that he read it pretty regu­
larly and found i t a rather spicy 
paper. He had a great deal of ad­
miration for the Houston character. 
He (Houston) Avas not one of those 
limp individuals AVIIO did not let 

saixTit would be baiilfc if his goA'ern­
ment Avas returned : in June next. 
The credit of the province was 
greater than that of the Canadian 
Pacific Raihvay Company and the 
money necessary could be raised by 
means of a loan. 

Mr. Martin, then took up the 
reasons which caused him to vote 
against the Semlin government's 
redistribution bill..' He agreed that 
it Avas an outrage that such dis­
tricts as east and Avest Lillooet, 
Avith 300 voters, should have a 
member each, that Cariboo Avith 
400 votes shouId/Jiave two mem-
beis and Esquimalt; with less than 
400 votes should have two members. 
I t was a disgraceful condition and 
one Avhich seriously affected dis­
tricts like Nelson and Rossland. To 
cure this, he agreed, if the govern­
ment would bring down a fail-
measure, to support it, pro­
vided i t was put through "at 
once. But Avhen the bill came 
down it Avas a,, gross gerry­
mander of the Nanaimo consti­
tuencies and furthermore. Avhile ifc 
was before the house he AA'as ap­
proached by James Dunsmuir, AVLO 
informed him that if the govern­
ment was to be defe t x l i t ) ad to 
be done that; day.* Mr Dunsmuir 
then informed hixn that R. P. 
Rithet AA'as at tue*tnhe in Jbne"6f-thc 
committee rooms fixing up a deal 
by which several members of the 

, opposition Avere to go over to the 
government. Tho t ru th of this 
Avas afterwards demonstrated in the 
attempt to form a coalition. 

Mr. Martin then touched upon the 
eight hour laAVr l ie said that i t 
AA'as the intention of ̂ the govern­
ment if the matter had nofc been 
adjusted between the miners and 
miueoAvners toapply the referendum 
principle and take a plebiscite upon 
the question. 

A voice Avhich sounded very like 
that of A. H. Kelly asked Mr. Kelly 
asked Mr. Martin Avhat his Opinion 
-of the Eight hour law Avas. Mr. 
Martin's reply Avas that his opinion 
of the Eight hour-JaAv was SIIOAVII 
by his vote in the house,* that it 
was legislation in the right direc­
tion aud should nofc be repealed. ' 

Mr. Martin then took up the mat­
ter of independents,. He did not 
believe in independents, and j :au-
tionedhisTHearers" against lofcurn-
ing any candidates as opponents of 
the government Avho could not 
state what their principles Avere. 

The insincerity of the Conserva­
tive party Avas then touched upou. 
A few months ago the party met in 
Westminster, when a platform Avas 
drafted and a leader chosen. This 
was done at a representative eon-

There AA'ere a t tho pres-
Conservative candidates 

in almost every riding but with 
two exceptions—Charles Wilson 
and Richard McBride—there was 
not one of them but had repudi­
ated either the platform or the 
leader. I t was said tha t Roder­
ick Robert&on Avould likely be 
a candidate in Nelson. Did 
the people of Nelson imagine that 
he would support the eight-hour 
declaration in the Westminster 
platform ?" was the query of the 
premier. Rodeiick Robertson AVJIS 
in favor of the eight-hour laAV. He 
AA'as in favor of the principle* of ifc 
bufc he did not desire any legisla­
tion upon it. He Avas like a great 
many people AVIIO Avere in favor of 
the laAV bufc did not like the pen­
alty clause. 

The case of candidate Mackintosh 
Avas next treated. In the first 
place he was a Conservative; but 
he Avas not a party man. He had 
repudiated the whole Conservative 
platform and the leader as Avell, 
possibly, Mr. Martin said, because 
he considered that C. IL Mackin­
tosh would make a much better 
leader than Charles Wilson. The 
repudiation oi" the platform a t 
Victoria and the colorless reso­
lutions of the Nelson Con­

servative convention were each 
touched upon. These things, 
Mr. Martiu said, showed that the 
Conservatives of the province did 
not belieA'e in anything but the 
OonserA'afcive party, and that in the 
present contest they were merely 
trying to capture the province as a 
•means to securing control of fed­
eral affairs. 

After a reference to his Manitoba 
career the meeting closed with 
three cheers for the premier. 

TRANSPORT IS^DlFFICULT 
Expert Horse Raiders. 

LONDON, April 23.—The Standard 
publishes a long dispatch from 
Bloemfontein, dated Friday, ex­
plaining the numerous difficulties 
which tend to delay the advance to 
Pretoria. ; ' 

The correspondent says : "Enor­
mous transport; difficulties are en­
hanced by the rainy weather and 
by the necessity of providing for 
the needs of the army for weeks, 
perhaps months, in-case of au inter­
ruption of the long line of 
communication " together with 
the unsettled state of the 
country in our rear and the 
guerrilla t ;ctic3 of the "enemy. Ifc 
is obvious that until our flanks are 
cleared and no longer menaced no 
forward movement is possible with­
out inclining the gravest risks. 
The most pressing need is a further 
supply of horses. General Hamil­
ton has availed himself of the ser­
vices of the Australian bushmen to 
scour the Free State in all direc­
tions, buying horses from the farm­
ers Avho have surrendered, and 
driving in animals found upon un­
occupied farms. Horse raiding is 
dangerous but the bushmen are 
more than a match for the Boers." 

Canadians 111. 
OTTAAVA, April 23.—[Special to 

The Tribune.]-Sir Alfred Milner 
cabled to Lord Minto today as fol-
IOAA'S: "Capetown, April 21.—Regret 
to report ' that the* folioAving men 
are seriously ill a t tho Hospital at" 
Weynbcrg, Ptos: 7005 T. Moore, 7192 
C. Finch, enteric fever; 7782, 0 / 
Matheison, gun shot; wound; Ronde-
bosch 7300, L. McGovern, enteric 
fever: Woodstock, 17, R. Agassiz 
Mounted Infantry, enteric fever. 
(Signed) Milner." 

Martin's Chairmen. ' 
KASLO. Apiil 23.—[Special to The 

Tribune.].—The people of Kaslo 
agree AA'ith T H E TRIBUNE and David 
Mark Cailey that no one need have 
any hesitation in presiding a t Joe 
Martin's meeting, hence there were 
quite a number of people" hero are 
willing to take the chair a t the 
premier's meeting on Friday. 
Mayor McCann Avill occupy the 
position. 

Indian Famine Fund. 
OTTAWA, Apiil 23.—[Special to 

The Tribune]—Lord Minto has 
consented to become a patron of 

_the_ 'Indian Famine—Fund, and 
Courtney, denufcy minister of 
finance, on behalf of the govern­
ment, AA'ill act as treasurer and will 
receive subscriptions,. 

Coining Money. 
KIMUERIJEY, April 23.—-A letter 

from Bloemfontein says that the 
Free Staters aro coining money out 
of the British occupation. Bread is 
two shillings a loaf: sugar 2s Od 
per pound aud Swiss milk 3s a tin. 
Other articles are proportionately 
high. 

JSaHoons for the Eo3rs I 
ST. PETERSBURG, April 23. -The 

papers announce the departure for 
South Africa of a body of aeronauts 
to organi/e a military balloon ser­
vice for the Transvaal. They took 
the neeenbury balloons aud acees-
soiies Avitii them. 

The Noble Forger. 
MONTREAL, April 23.—Detective 

O'Kecfe left here this evening for 
Chicago Avith the necessary < papers 
for the extradition of count de 
Couleu&e Lautrec, Avho is wanted 
heic for cashing forged interest 
coupons. 

Dalgety Holding Out. 
AMWAI . NORTH, April 23.—Colo­

nel Dalgety is holding oufc at Wep­
ener. I t is reported that all the 
Boers have crossed to the north 
side of Caledon river. 

civil authorities of one of the mem­
bers of a complete organization 
Avhich has been engaged from 
Valencia, Cartagena and Barcelona 
for the past two years in a whole­
sale swindling game devoted against 
persons in the United States. As 
explained by Mr. Washington, the 
plan consists in the sending of a 
notice to some United States citi­
zens to the effect tha t a prisoner 
dying in the Castle fort, a penal 
station in Valencia, Had left a large 
fortune for the United States citi­
zen, subject to his undertaking to 
care for an orphan child left; by the 
deceased. Mr. Washington, says 
that the scheme has been practiced 
in many sections of the United 
States, to his definite knowledge 
in twelve different places, and 
many persons in the United States 
have been put to the expense of a 
fruitless journey to Valencia while 
others have been inveigled into for-
Avarding considerable sums •••; of 
money. He says that owing to the 
light penalties imposed by Spain 
for attempts at swindling and the 
great difficulty in obtaining evi­
dence to convict the people Avho do 
this kind of work, it is futile to re­
gard the scheme as suppressed. 

TO HELP GENERAL BUNDLE 

Spanish Swindlers. 
WASHINGTON, April 23.—United 

States Horace Washington at 
Valencia, Spain, reports to the 
state department the arrest hy ihe 

Force of Cavalry Sent. 
LONDON, April 23.—The war office 

late this evening put the following 
dispatch from lord Roberts, on the 
bulletin board, dated Bloemfontein, 
Monday, April 23: ' 'Yesterday I 
despatched the eleventh division 
under general Pole-Carew and two 
brigades of ca\-alry under general 
French from this point to assist 
general Bundle. The force reached 
Karriefontein without much oppo­
sition. Casualties reported, Welsh 
regiment 1 private killed, captain 
Prother mortally Avounded and 7 
men; Yorkshires, 8 wounded; 
Eighth Hussars, 1 killed, 1 woun­
ded; Fourteenth. Hussars, 1 Avoun­
ded; Royal artillery, 2 wounded; 
Seventh Dragoons, l ieutenant Jen­
kins and ten men missing. Captain 
Rotfcon, Royal artillery, broke his 
arm by a fall. Getnr.il Po'e-Ca-ew's 
mounted infantiy seized Learkop, a 
high hill a feAV miles north of their 
opponents' position. The enemy 

^evacuated hurriedlyv^eaving borne 
rifles and ammunition. 

General Rundle reported that 
25 men of the first Woreesters are 
missing. Fifty-three men Avere 
sent with Wood to an outpost after 
dark, only 18 returned. Their 
number and names AA'ill be reported 
afterwards as well as the Avounded 
yesterday. 

Milner on the Situation. 
CAPE TOWN, April 23.—Sir Al­

fred Milner, replying today to a 
deputation of the guild of loyal 
women of South Africa, Avho are 
sending an address to the queen, 
said: "An at tempt is being made 
to confuse men's minds by saying 
that in the future there "will be two 
parties -here _ i n - South— Africa. 
Speaking as au imperialist, 1 can 
only say that ifc is an essential part 
of my political creed that South 
Africa should be governed in the 
interest aud by the agency of the 
people making ifc their home." He 
deprecated the intolerant spirit and 
the mania of suspicion UOAV rampant. 

Boers Are Numerous. 
LON'DOJV. April 23.—The Lorenzo 

Marquex correspondent/ of the 
Times, under Saturday's date, says: 
Information received from responsi­
ble sources SIIOAA' tha t a t one time the 
republicans had 105,000 men in the 
field, including the colonial rebels. 
According to the same informant 
they can still muster 80,000, of 
Avhich 50,000 are in the Fred State, 
10,000 are in the Biggarsberg dis­
trict aud 15,000 in the.district of 
Fourteen Streams. I t is now be­
lieved that before the Avar the 
burgher lists Avere deliberately falsi­
fied in order to deceive the British 
intelligence department. 

Colony; a Failure. 
N E W YORK, April 23.—About a 

dozen colonists from the Cuban 
Laud and Steamship Colony at La 
Gloria, Cuba, arrived hero today on 
the steamer Oliudn. They gave 
expression to bitter feelings against 
the company Avhich induced them 
to go to the colony Avhere they had 
suffered continual hardships. The 
place, thoy declare, is not suitable 
for an agricultural settlement. 
Alexander Miller of Boston, one of 
tbe colonists, Avas much Avorked up 
over the failure they had met Avith 
and said that vegetables could not 
grow at Lagoria. 

HARD FIGHTING COINC ON 
Boers Driven Back, 

LONDON, April 24.—The Daily 
Telegraph has the following from 
Boshof dated April 23rd: "The 
Boers are closing ou Boshof. Their 
nearest laager is five miles distant." 

The Bloemfontein correspondent 
of the Standard describing tho op­
erations a t Leeuw Kop, says: "At 
an early stage the cavalry came 
under a heavy fire from a pom-pom 
on a ridge adjoining Leeinv. Gen­
eral Dickson's brigade fell back to 
the north to wait the infantry at-, 
tack. The flanking movement hav­
ing failed, general Pole-Carew, Avith 
Stephenson's brigade, advanced in 
crescent formation from the west 
and southwest with tho object of 
enveloping the kopjes. 

"Our men advanced over the open 
ground in splendid condition by a 
succession of short rushes, falling 
prone while pouring in their vol­
leys. The approach of darkness 
threatened to leaA'e the Boers in 
possession but, just before sunset, 
the Essex regiment gallantly pressed 
forward and drove the last of the 
enemy from Paards Kraal aud the 
bold spur of Leeuw kop. 

MASERU, April 23.—Fighting be­
gan early this morning. The colo­
nial division under general Brabant 
advanced cautiously, followed and 
supported by general Hart's infan­
t ry brigade. 

I t Avas found that the Boers had <• 
evacuated their position on Bush­
man's Kop. A running fight has 
been proceeding through the day, 
the British gradually advancing 
and the Boers losing ground. Gen­
eral Brabant is moving in a north­
eastern direction, keeping Basuto- , 
land close on his light; flank. * 
Thousands of Basutos are Avatching „ 
the operations. Our casualties are 
25 Avounded so far. A fight is be­
lieved to have occurred in the 
direction of Dewetsdorp where the 
Boers are in strong force AA'ith a lot 
of guns and where is their relief -
column. ._ _./ . t 

Attempted fc'mcide. 
N E W YORK, April 23.—Anita 

Ifaight, who says she is a sister of 
the late Margarett Mather, the ac­
tress tried to kill herself this after­
noon with sulphate of morphia, 
but did nofc succeed. Miss llaight, 
with a friend, Miss Annie Dmcoll, 
called at the Virginia hotel on her 
Avay home, was taken ill and AA'as 
remoA'od to the hospital. She' Aviil 
probably recover. Miss Driscoll 
said that Miss l laight had worked 
hard to educate Miss Mather for 
the stage, and since tha t time sho 
had appeared disconsolate. 

No Party Isines in Victoria. 
VICTORIA, April 23.—[Special to 

The Tribune]—Hall, addressing the 
convention tonight declared him­
self nofc a ConserA'ufcive ia federal 
polities, but in support of the local 
Conser\'ative association in its op­
position to Martin. - CIi\-e-Phillips 
Wolley's name Avas offei-ed as the 
fourth on the ticket by "hidebound 
Conservatives, bufc he received only 
half the vote recorded for Hall, tlio 
result; being a repudiation of tho 
recent party lines resolution. 

New Charity Bazaar. 
PARIS, April 23.--The salesrooms 

of the charity bazaar, erected by 
tho Count and Countess dc C'astel-
lainc ac a cost ol a million francs, 
as a result of the charity bazaar 
catastrophe in 1897 Avhen about L25 
persons lost their lives o\A*ing to the 
flimsy character of the temporary 
structure, Avere inaugurated today 
and blessed by Cardinal Richard, 
the archbishop of Paris. 

Inter-Collegiate Football, 
NEW HAVEN, Connecticut, April 

23.—The Yale football authorities 
today announced that the date of 
the next annual football game 
between Harvard and Yalo has been 
fixed for November 21th in NCAV 
Haven. Tli is also determines tho 
date of Princeton - Yale contest; 
Avhich will be played at Princeton, 
November 17th. 

A Sudden Death. 
YORK, April 23. — Rev.. 

II. Bin try, pastor of Holy 
Catholic church in West 

22nd street, Avas found dead in his 
room today, having succumbed to 
heart disease. 

Ni:w 
Joseph 
Trinity 

Plague Infested Eats. 
MEIJUOI'RNE, April 23.— Plague 

infested rats have been found at 
the Brisbane, Auckland and Mel­
bourne wharves. 


