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BULLER FORCES REPORTED WITHIN STRIKING DISTANCE 

Of Ladysmith, and Fighting Over Difficult Ground. 

LONDON, February 2(5.—Tho Times publishes tho following dis­
patch from Colenso, dated Sunday: "Tho British are now within 
two miles of being in touch with Ladysmith, but the ground still to" 
be covered is tho hardest part nnd very severe fighting must be 
expeeted." 

Coi.i-N-M., Saturday, I'Vbiuary 21.—The lloers who been rein­
forced made a stand on Thursday at Groblor's Kloof and on a range 
of hills running east. Thoy had been forced from their positions on 
the right. General Lyttleton's division on Thursday advanced under 
court" of the kopjes. The Boers fired a cruesoto and "Long Tom." 
The British artillery Avas well shellered i n ' t he action at daybreak 
and until late iu the afternoon when a heavy rifle firo on both sides 
developed. The British infantry had advanced n mile and a half and 
a continuous lire was kept up until after dark. Tho Boers stuck to 
their position. Tho Bi itish ai tillery fiie was irregular. A few salvos 
were sent toward the thickly wooded spots and ravines from which 
the Boer fire was the heaviest. The Boers sent shells into the head­
quarters, close to the hospital, but no material damage was done. 
General Wynne was slightly wounded. 

The Boer positions are not considered strong, with the exception 
of Groblor's Kloof. The lulls eastward are not so high and cannot 
be entrenched as well as the mountains which the British have taken. 
The Somersets were the first across tho position on Wednesday and 
they were subjected to a heavy firo for five hours in au isolated 
position. I t was the fir-at time they had been under fire and they 
behaved excellently. 

On Friday a severe rifle fire was resumed on the right and front 
from the positions held over night by both sides. The British naval 
guns, howitzers, mountain and field batteries shelled the Boer trenches 
incessantly. The Boers replied with two heavy guns, some of their 
shells bursting over the hospital. As a result tho British wounded 
were removed. During the afternoon the fifth brigade, the Iniskill-
ings and Dublins leading, began to advance up the hills. In spite of 
the constant shelling the Boers stood up in their trenches aiming de­
liberately down the hills. The infantry advance AVIIS further covered 
by parties on the right and left firing A*olleys. I t AA-as slow, the 
British taking advantage of every bit of natural cover. The Boers 
on the crests of the hills as Avell as from the trenches part of the way 
down, poured lead among the advancing line. At dark the British 
infantry had reached Avithin a few hundred yards of the first line of 

< Boer trenchos. ' "" ) 

/ DENOUNCED AS UNTRUE 
A Political Board of Trade. 

Tho Kaslo Board of Trade is 
sonu-Avhut noted for sending broad­
cast opinions and petitions on all 
manner of questions, and recently 
it fired a long-winded petition to 
the provincial legislature on the 
evil effects of the eight-hour law. 
I t contained so many statements 
that were untrue that the miners of 
Slocan City haA'e seen fit to issue a 
circular to counteract its effects. 
The Slocan City miners need not 
have gone to the trouble, for the 
Kaslo Board of Trade is not taken 
seriously by any one acquainted 
Avith the manner in which it is run. 
The Slocan City circular reads as 
follows: 

CRONJE STILL KEEPS UP A 

. 

CRONJE'S. POSITION MORE 
Hopeless Than Ever. 

PA.U.I.-'-I.I'-I-G, February 23.—Gen­
eral Crouje's position is more hope­
less than ever. Our guns dominate 
the sloping ascents from the river 

"on all sides and by the rush of- the 
Shropshire; on Wednesday night up 
the liver bed the Boers lost 200 
yards space in their cover. The de­
serters say the British fire has been 
very deadly and affirm that general 
Cronje himself is Avilling to sur­
render, but is overborne by the 
young Boers from the TransA'aal. 
There are women and children Avith 
the force. Gencial Roberts pro­
posed to let them pass out of 
danger, but this suggestion, as Avell 
as the proffer of medical aid, has 

—been rejectee^—The kopje captured 
by the British last Wednesday, 

* Avhen 50 prisoners weie taken, is a 
most important strategical position. 
Its possession should enable us to 
repulse any Boer reinforcement..; 
from the eastward. _ 

LONDON", Sunday, February 24.— 
The Avar office publishes the follow-

. ing despatch from Lord Roberts: 
Paardebcrg, February" 2_.--l__.30 
p.m. Parties of Boers recently ar­
rived from Natal attacked our out­
posts iu force again yesterday. 
Thoy Io.it a good many, killed and 
wounded and nearly a hundred 
prisoners, including a commandant 

, nhd three field cornets. Our casu­
alties Avero four officers wounded, 
nine men killed, 23 men Avoundecl 
and two men missing. On the 2lst 
and 22nd one oflieer and 13 men 
were Avounded, and six men Avere 
Avounded yesterday by hollow 
nosed Mauser bullets. Tho nickel 
case is slit Avith four slits making 
the projectile of bhe most;expansive 
and explosive nature possible. A 
wounded Boer brought to our hos­
pital yesterday had (50 of these bul­
lets in his pockets. During the ad­
vance to and at Kimberley the 
casualties Avere, officers two killed 
and 13 Avounded; men four killed, 
78 wounded (the officers casualties 
had previously been leportecl.) 

Barkly West Occupied. 
LONDON, February 20—3.53 a.m.— 

Lord Roberts has sent the follow­
ing additional advices to the AA'ar 
office: "Paardebcrg, Saturday, Fe­
bruary 21.- Methuen reports that 
Barkly "West was occupied by our 
troops on February 22nd. The 
loyal inhabitants displayed great 
jpufchnsiasm. The country svesfc of J 

the railway from Capo Town to 
Kimberley is gradually settling 
down. A detachment has "started 
from DcAar for Britishtojvn, aud 
Douglas and Prieska Avill shortly be 
A'isited by our troops. Methuen'*; 
a-jcouut of the admirable manner in 
which the Khnberley hospital is 
managed makes one desire to send 
some of our sick and Avounded 
there." 

POSTOFFICE sifTsELEOTED 
The Choice a Good One. 

The Dominion goA'ernment has 
selected the ground at the south­
east corner of Vernon and 'Ward 
streets for the .site for tho proposed 
public building at Nelson. No other 
location AA'ould be more acceptable 
to the people who have business to 

-transact-with the Dominion govern­
ment. The si'/e of the plot is 75 by 
120 feet, Avhich is sufficiently large 
for the purposes required. The 
property is owned by T. J I. Griffin, 
AVIIO foi' many years AVSIS mining 
recorder and court registrar a t 
Nelson, and AVIIO now resides on a 
farm nearMaitlaud, Ontario. When 
the portion of tho town suiweyed 
in IS}-,, was offered aft public auction, 
the lots in question were awarded 
to John F. Ward at the upset price, 
because of his having started the 
first hotel in the camp, l ie erected 
a log building on the ground during 
the fall and Avinter of that year 
and conducted a hotel therein for a 
year, Avhen ho caught tho Belling-, 
ham Bay fever and left for Fair-
haven, Washington, lie leased tho 
hotel to Ed Stewart and Maurice 
McDougall, and they ran it until 
the spring of 1890, when it AVUS 
turned over to John Johnson and 
M. 1). Mahoney. They ran it for a 
year, or until they built the Silver 
King hotel. Shortly after they 
vacated it the building Avas pulled 
down. John F. Ward returned 
from Fairhaven, and Avas caught in 
the Kaslo boom in IS93-1, and the 
ground passed into the possession 
of tho Hudson's Bay Company, A 
year or so afterward*? the company 
sold i t to Mr. Griffin for a con­
sideration of $1750, so ib is said. 
Mr. Griffin now sells it to the gov­
ernment for $11,000, Avhich is a fair 
profit for holding i t for less than 
five years. 

Train into Kimberley. 
KiAini3Kr__nr, Friday,February 23. 

—October's mail arrived today by 
the first passenger train from tbe 
south. 

Whereas, a lengthy petition fiom 
a body known as the Kaslo Board 
of Trade to the provincial legisla­
ture, praying for the repeal of the 
penalty clause in the eight-hour 
law, aud as such repeal could only 
result in nullifying the said law and 
enable the mine owners to again en­
force ten hours as a day's Avork in 
opposition to the expressed Avishes 
of the united labor element and a 
large .proportion of the business 
men of British Columbia; and as 
the substance of the said petition is 
almost entirely composed of the 
most glaring falsehoods and misre­
presentations, so mischievously 
arranged as to menace the good re­
putation now justly enjoyed by 
organized labor in the Slocan and 
other Kootenay divisions; there­
fore, be it 

Resolved, that the computation 
AA'orked out in section 5, comparing 
the output of the mines while Avork­
ing to that of the same length of 
time during strike and lockout is 
unfair, as it is impossible to make 
an honest computation on the eight-
hour laAV Avithout a fair Avorking 
test of the two standards: Further, 
that sections 12, 13 and l i are sim­
ply1 fe'f}g^5)f special pleading against 
the righi lo^ miners to an eight-
hour laAV—an impudent assumption 
of r ight to define what is good or 
otherwise for the Avorking man and 
to instruct the government as to 
Avhether his request is really Avorthy 
of consideration. Further, the in­
sinuation that the strike and or­
ganization of the miners has been 
caused by alien influence is alto­
gether untrue, as the various unions 
comprise all the British subjects" 
AVIIO are Avorking miners in the dis­
trict, and they haAre always been 
among the foremost advocates of 
the maintenance of the eight-hour 
law: and, further, Ave strenuously 
object and protest against the im­
putation that intimidation, misre­
presentation or coercion is IIOAV, or 
has been, resorted to by the miners 
in the unfortunate struggle be­
tAveen labor and capital, and point 
Avith pride to tho general obser\r-

~ance~of~the peace" throughout the 
Slocan district for the last seven 
months as au indication of the de­
sire and ability of tho unions to 
preserve order in a trying crisis, 
and astonishment must be ex­
pressed at the spectacle of a re­
spectable body of business men 
lending their name and reputation 
to a document composed of misre­
presentation, slander and lies; and 
proof to the contrary is hereby 
challenged. 

Semlin May Go to London. 
VICTORIA, February 25—[Special 

to The Tribune].—Premier Seinlin, 
after a consultation Avith the lieu­
tenant governor on Saturday even­
ing, was given until Monday" even­
ing to make a proposition, and thus 
the situation stands for the present. 
There seems a- probability that 
reconstruction under Cotton Avill be 
attempted, but a Aving of the oppo­
sition party are directing their mud 
batteries ou tho finance minister in 
the hope of thwarting this scheme. 
In any event, premier Semlin 
stands a good chance of having the 
London office if he Avants it, as the 
members on both sides are well dis­
posed towards him, thus lecogni'/.-
ing his long and disinterested ser­
vices in the legislature. 

Cape Dutch Threaten Treason. 
LONDON, February 20—1.35 a. m. 

--The campaign is IIOAV approach­
ing a most interesting phase, in 
about a fortnight the congress of 
the Afrikander bund will meet, and 
it (is rumored that Mr. Iiofmeyer 
will then propose peace terms on 
the basis of the republics retaining 
absolute independence, but offering' 
to disarm. 

Hopeless Struggle. 
PAARDBIII'-KGI, Orange Fi;eo State, 

Wednesday, February 21.—The 
fourth day of general Crouje's fino 
defence opened in startling fashion. 
Soon after dawn a most terrific 
rifle firo broke out, Avaking the 
sleeping camp. I t soon de\-elopcd 
that the Gloucesters and Essex had 
lost tlieir Avay and had bivouacked, 
in error, close to the Boer laager on 
the north sido of the river. Tho 
enemy fusilladed, but the British 
casualties were practically none. 
There Avas desultory Vi' ing all day 
long~on both the north aud south 
banks, general Knox's brigade 
pushing forward the line south of 
the river, Avhile general Smith-
Dorrien on the north side Avorked 
toAvaid the laager. Meanwhile 
general French advanced in a far 
easterly direction near a kopje held 
by a strong force of Crouje's men 
reinforced by a Ladysmith contin­
gent. At the same time general 
Broadwood's brigade with a bat­
tery of horse artillery took up a 
position to the left and rear of the 
same kopje. The front of the hill 
Avas thoroughly searched by a rak­
ing fire. Suddenly the Boers 
bolted from every side' toAvards 
general French who • .headed to-
Avards tho drift, shelling vigorously. 
Many Avere killed'by shrapnel and 
about 10 were captured.* 

Our first contact A\ith the Lady­
smith Boers was singularly unfor­
tunate for them. A, great deal of-' 
forage, provisions and equipment 
Avas captured-and the kopje Avas 
frequently dotted Avith blood show­
ing that many Avounded had been 
removed. 

A British doctor, Avho A'isited the 
Boer lines to see the Avounded.-. 
found the trenches along the river : 

full of Avounded and saw many 
dead. 

The position today is practically 
the same. The Boers aro .strength­
ening tlieir entrenchments around 
the laager, but their case is hope­
less. The capture of t t e kopje to­
day' has given the British a splen­
did position and Avill prevent a 
Boer relieving force from reaching 
Cronje. 

Everybody admires the splendid 
stand of the burghers, but, from a 
humanitarian point of view, it is 
considered that further resistance 
on the part of general Cronje AA'ould 
be criminal. 

Today general Roberts sent gen­
eral Cronje an offer for a" safe con­
duct for the women and children, 
together with a free pass to any 
point for them, and also an offer of 
doctors and medicine. Crouje's re­
ply Avas a curt refusal, and shelling 
was resumed. 

LONDON, February 20.—A dis­
patch to the Morning Post from 
Kimberley, dated Friday, says: 
"General Cronje is reported to haA'e 
plenty of provisions, but to be run­
ning short of ammunition. Mr. 
Rhodes-is- extremely-hopeful-that 
the Avar has icached its concluding 
stage." 

The Lorenzo Marque/, corres­
pondent of the Times says: "The 
feeling in official ciiclbs in Pretoria 
borders on consternation. General 
Louis Botha and piesident Steyn 
aro both urging president, Kruger 
to sue for peace. At, Bloemfontein 
general Crouje's position is regarded 
as hopeless. 

LONDOX, February 20, — The 
Times publishes tho following from 
Paardeberg dated .Wednesday, Feb­
ruary 25th : "General Crouje's 
force have good cover from the 
British artillery fire and have con­
siderable stores of provisions." 

PAAIU)I;I:I:R(!, Orange Free State, 
February 23.—The British aro grad­
ually closing in upon general Cronje 
from all sides and making his posi­
tion more impossible than ever. 
During the course of last night the 
British artillery poured in several 
rounds. There was a terrible rain 
and thunder storm early in the 
evening. The Canadian*, AVOI'O 
heaA'ily engaged in Sunday's fight, 
behaving most gallantly. 

PAAKDKUMHW, Orange Free State, 
Saturday, Febnury 21.--The Brit­
ish took SO prisoners as the Jesuit 
of yesterday's engagement. A 
balloon ascended and discovered 
several new works, Avhich the Brit­
ish guns shelled yesterday. 

A REVIEW OF CONFLICTING 
Reports From Africa. 

NKW.YOKK, February 25.—In a 
lengthy cable dispatch to the 
Tribune, filed a t London at 1 o'clock 
this morning, Isaac N.Ford reviews 
for his paper the varied and con­
flicting reports that Ave re received 
yesterday from the two great news 
centres of the South African war. 
No says: 

"The air was filled yesterday with 
rumors of tho surrender of general 
Cronje and the relief of Ladysmith. 
One South African story supplied 
definite figures and seA'eial decor­
ative touches. The Boer force of 
S000 Avas described as surrendering 
after 1700 men had been killed or 
wounded. General Cronje was re­
ported as Avounded aud also lord 
Kitchener. Another bulletin from 
Cape Town stated that general 
Cronje had been shot and that his 
force had surrendered. 

c 'Equally elastic rumors were cur­
rent both in Natal and London re­
specting the relief of Ladysmith, 
where general Buller and general 
White were reported to have come 
into touch Avithout opposition. This 
story Avas contradicted by a fresh 
casualty list from general Buller, 
Avith the names of three officers 
killed and fourteen AA'ounded, aud 
an addendum that owing to the 
continuous fighting on Thursday, it 
Avas impossible to estimate the 
losses of the rank and file. The 
lists represented seven battalions iu 
Ilildyard's, Lyttleton's and the Lan­
cashire brigades, and proved that 
there had been something more 
than a rear guard action on the 
Avay to Ladysmith. This fighting 
Avas described by special corres­
pondents as occurring near Pieters. 
the railway station about nine 
miles from Ladysmith. General 
Wynne, a popular stall' officer, Avas, 
Avounded. 

"The preps dispatches were 
meagre from the two lival centres 
of interest. These "brought the 
story, of Cronje's defense up Jfcô . 
Thursday night, Avhen the gnus 
Avere still hammeringnAVay a t what_ 
remained of the Boer laager. The 
.shelling from 50 guns had gone on 
Wednesday and had been kept up 
during the night. Tho Shropshire 
battalion had made a gallant rush 
and taken np a position two*htm-" 
di'fcd yardd nearer the doomed en­
campment. Supplies had come up 
from general Roberts' army, and 
general French had taken over one 

Boers North, of Kimberley. 
KIMIIKRLKA', February 2*1. It ii 

reported that the Boer;. Avere in 
strength at Fourteen Streams to 
the north on Wednesday, having 
two guns and many wagon*. They 
had destroyed the biidgo OA'er the 
Vaal river. 

hundred prisoners. The guns had 
beeu Avorking hour after hour on 
Thursday and there Avore no signs 
that Cronje Avas piepared to aban­
don the fight as hopeless. His only 
hope lay in the arrival of a large 
body of Dutch reinforcements; and 
there Avere camp rumors that two 
thousand Boers were close at hand 
in the north. 

'•Another despatch described the 
bombardment of a Boer laager as 

-lerrific-and the escape_of t h e - e n ­
trapped force as impossible. Gen­
eral Roberts was stated to be en­
tirely lire pa red on Thursday to 
deal with the Dutch commandos 
Avhich Avon* seeking to break 
through the cordon drawn tightly 
around the river bed whore Crou­
je's forces were fighting to the 
death. The war office was reticent 
except Avium fiesh lists of casu­
alties were posted, and the infci-
encc to be drawn from its .silence 
was that Cronje had persisted in 
his defence tinoughout Friday and 
piobably Saturday. 

"Press despatches from Natal 
were even lnoiu meagre than from 
Koodoosrand and the Boer reports 
were unintelligible. 

"Tiie effect of Cronje's rctrcat-and 
'the retirement of general Joubert's 
forces from Coleino upon the dis­
loyal Dutch of Capo Colony wa^ 
shown in dispatches printed in the 
afternoon edition of the Times. 
General Brabant had opened nego­
tiations with rebel Boer com­
manders at Dordrecht who had ex­
pressed a desire to know the con­
dition', of submission. General 
Clements had taken Lhe offensive 
against the Dutch forces north of 
Arundel and opened a heavy artill­
ery fire upon their position on Fri­
day with a prospect of capturing it 
by us-aulL An unsuccessful 
attempt HH.. made on the same day 
near Capo Town to Avreck a train 
carrying a detachment of London 
Imperial Volunteers to the front. 

"Theie Avere belated reports of a 
successful attack by colonel Plumcr-
upon the Boer camp and rumors 
that he had succeeded in forcing 
his Avay to Mafeking. It Ava.s 
understood when the, Avar ollice 

THE FIRST FAIR STATEMENT THAT HAS BEEN MADE 

.Regarding Actual Operations Under the Eight-Hour Law. 

The figures given in the War Eagle report just published are in­
teresting in themselves and also in relation to the Avorking of the 
eight-hour laAV. They give, in a most careful and presumably correct 
Avay, the various costs of Avork of different departments of the mine, 
and form the only reliable basis of calculation Avhich has been pub­
lished since the eight-hour law came into force. Three periods are 
available, namely, period one, from October 1st, 1897, to September 
30th, 1898, period two, from October 1st, 1898, to September 30th, 
1899, and period three, from October 1st, 1899, to December 30th, 1S99. 
It Avill be easier to refer to these as periods one, two and three, than 
to repeat the dates. I t Avill be noticed that in period one the eight-
hour laAV had not come in force at all In period two, it was in force 
one-third of the time, and in period three all the time. In the various 
classes of Avork scheduled only tAvo are valuable for tho purpose in 
hand, the investigation of the effect of the eight-hour law, namely, 
drifting, which includes cost of hoisting aud superintendence in its 
proper proportion, and cost of ore extraction per ton of ore sold, 
which includes stoping, hoisting and superintendence in its proper 
proportion. Sinking, raising and general Avork, Avhile the figures 
would show more favorably for tho eight-hour Jaw than tho two 
classes chosen, cannot fairly be included because the schedule of 
Avages and hours in these departments A'tiries according to the nature 
of the ground and character of the Avork, and in sinking, at least, the 
number of hours worked A\ras always eight, even before the Jaw came 
into force. In period one the cost of drifting Avas $21.5*1. in period 
two $22.78, and in period three $2(5.10 per foot. TJie difference in 

"cost betAA'een period one arid pel iod two is $1.24 per foot. Suppose 
Ave admit that that difference Avas caused exclusively by the eight-
hour laAV during the four months it was in operation, then the differ­
ence OArer the whole period AA'ould have been $3.72 per foot or 11 per 
cent, as nearly as possible. If Ave "compare period three with period 
two, eA'en alloAving for the fullest extent of influence which the eight-
hour law would haA-e had, in period two Ave still find an increase in 
cost of SI cents per foot, Avhich SIIOAVS there AA*as some factor causing 
a progressive increase of cost apart from the operation of the law. 
Temporarily assuming the law to be responsible for it all, Ave find an 
increase of Avorking expenses under this head of If percent. Turn 
UOAV to the cost of ore extraction per ton of ore sold. Dining period 
one it was $2.98 per ton, during period two it Avas $3.58 per ton, and 
during period three it Avas„$3.42 per ton. Jf Ave followed the same 
line of .argument as before, the cost due to the operation of the eight-
hour law would have increased from $2.08 to $ US'in period two, and 
then fallen to $3.42 in period three. Which if it proved anything at all, 
Avould go" to'shoAvthat the law had nothing to.do Avit.li the figures. 
ftytt ris a matter of fact the heavy cost under this head in period two 

'was due to the fact that ib was the lean .and hungry level No. 4 
Avhich was being mainly worked, AvJiile in period three stoping was 
largely confined to the more normal levels 5 and 0. 1 f period two be 
neglected and periods one and three contrasted, the difference in cost 
Avill be found to amount to an increase of between 14 and 15 percent. 
Now an increase of 14 per cent under the two head.s considered, 
means an increase of about 12 per cent on'the total Avorking expenses 
of the mine. Twelve percent upon the operating expenses fora year 
on the basis of the necessary expenditure to produce 50,000 tons of 
ore means an annual sum of $32,500 or ljj per cent upon the nominal 
capital of the War Eagle company. Upon tiie market" price of the, 
stock last summer it meant a possible decrease iu dividends of less 
than one per cent, and of just one per cent upon its market price to_-
da j \ But everyone knows perfectly Avell that this increase of cost is 
by no means due entirely to the operation of the eight-hour daw. 
There is first the natural increase observable in every mine as tho 
Avorkings become deeper. And tbis is accentuated in tho case of the 
War Eagle by the enormous direct loss the company has sustained 

-through-thV-occasional-stoppage and general -insufficiency of com­
pressed air, as well as the later expense of maintaining subsidiary 
steam plants* to supplement the electric compressor, not to mention 
.the eccentricities of the hoist. The figures quoted, howeA'cr they be 
looked at, only go to prove Avhat a fuss has been made over nothing in 
connection Avith the operation of tiie eight-hour hnv. It has probably 
increased the cost of working mines to a small extent, or has pre- ] 
vented as great a decrease as might, otherwise have been possible. < 

I "Bub there arc no indications visible iu the War Kagle report a t least $ 

Lthat it is driving the mining industry into bankruptcy. 

closed a t midnight that no direct 
word had been received frou either 
general Roberts or general Buller, 
ami the silence Avas interpreted as 
meaning that neither had accomp­
lished >hK purpose, although,both 
were in a fair way to do so. 

"General Bullet has clearly met 
with stouter resistance than had 
been anticipated and, while the re­
lief of Ladysmith had been deferred 
and rendered more difficult by the 
Boer forces* in that quarter, it im­
plied that the reinforcements sent 
to tho Free State were Aveaker aud 
less capable of breaking up gen­
eral Roberts attack on general 
Cronje. General Roberts, conse­
quently, Avas stronger for the Avork 
immediately in hand a t Koodoos-
rand, and the Dutch reinforcements 
hovering about cither fiank--north, 
south and Avest—would be more 
easily dealt Avith. The Dutch 
allies Avere attempting a t the la.^t 
moment to rescue general Cronje 
Avith a portion of their force, while 
retaining their grip upon Lady-
sinith. Whereas, the only hope of 
resisting general Roberts' onset lay 
in the concentration of all their 
commandos in the Free State. 

The conditions under which the 

new campaign wu-. planned in 
South Africa by general Roberts 
and general Kitchener on the voy­
age to the Cape are described in a 
letter from an officer on general 
Kelly-Kenny's staff which. J havo 
seen. Thin officer had ' anticipated 
seeing something of the two famous 
generals ou the ship, but he Avas 
disappointed, Geneial Roberts ap­
peared on deck a t six o'clock every 
morning and walked up and down 
briskly for two hours. Promptly 
a t 8 o'clock he turned to his chief 
of staff Avith an abrupt call. Gen­
eral Kitchener, alert J n the re­
sponse. 'Here, sir,' was always on 
hand, and the next moment the 
conqueror of Kandahar and the 
conqueror of Omdurman Avould dis­
appear from tho deck and not be 
seen again until the next morning 
at the same early hour. A lai*go 
cabin had been reserved for general 
Roberts' use, and there lie remained 
busy day after day with his chief 
of staff until midnight, Avith no in­
terruption except at short intervals 
for meals, and no visitors unless a 
member of his staff were sum­
moned. A short stioll on deck a t 
midnight completed theday'* Avork, 
and the tAvo generals then turned iu. 


