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WORTHLESS ARTICLES.

T

HE Dunsmuir Government is now playing a
waiting same, trusting the people will have
forgotten its offenses before the House meets. In
this, we believe, it is mistaken.
Its condemnation has been too general to permit of the process
of rehabilitation on which it depends so much. The
Government of which Mr. Dunsmuir is the head
makes no secret of its alliance with Mr. Martin.
That Government was elected with the" distinct
object in/view of curtailing Mr. Martin's opportunities
for creating further disturbance in this Province.
It is idle to say there was any principle at stake in
that contest. It was simply a case of getting rid of
Mr. Martin. On this understanding Mr. Dunsmuir
was permitted to form a Government. Yet within
one year from^the time the people pronounced their
verdict Mr. Martin is galvanized into life by the
very men who were entrusted with carrying out the
will and intention of the people. In the whole
history of Canada there has never been a more
flagrant subversion of the voice of the people than
that of which the Dunsmuir Government has been
guilty, and it is only reasonable to expect that its
representatives will resent the violation of their
rights at the proper time and place. All this talk
about developing a new policy will be of little avail.
No matter how strong the policy may be or how
acceptable it would be under other circumstances it
will not turn the attention of the electorate from the
main issue. The Government of Mr. Dunsmuir
has lost the confidence of the people who gave it
power.
It has broken faith with its supporters and will do so again whenever it suits its
purpose.

THE New Westminster Columbian repectfully requests Premier Dunsmuir for the names of the 22
members he has claimed will follow him. Here is
what the Columbian says:
" There begins to be a demand for ' names' on
the part of those who have heard the declaration of
the Premier that he has assurance of the support of a
good working majority when the house meets.
Under ordinary circumstances such a statement
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would carry great weight; is was considered sufficient, for instance, to be used as a campaign card
in New Westminster, as the one message from the
Premier on behalf of his colleague fighting for ^his
political life in this constituency. But day by day
since then the members of the legislature have been
heard from individually, as occasion presented, with
remarkable unanimity; every one who has spoken
has declared himself against the government... i here
are several who have not publicly committed themselves one way or the other, but not a soul has come
forward to say that he will of a certainty support
the minstry at the next meeting of the legislature.
It is a matter of notoriety, of course, that certain
members will support the ministry, sink or swim,
and all honor to them for their fidelity to friends,
but the causes influencing them are personal, and
hot such as would appeal to the general public, so
that it would be useless for these members to put
themselves on record in the hope of influencing
others. On the other hand, a clear majority'of the
members bavex gone on record as opposed to the
governmentand determined to vote against any combination in which Mr. Martin has a part." The
government even by its own statements depends on
the votes promised by the leader of the opposition
for its hope of survival. Plainly^ Mr. Martin has
put the government out of business, and we believe
that this was his /desire when he offered them his
fatal support."
THE New Zealand government has appointed a
trade commission to travel over the world in search
of new markets for New Zealand produce. The man
selected is a Graham Dow, who is at present touring
the colony gathering all information possible regarding the products of the country available for export.
He will go first to South Africa and subsequently to
England, Europe and the United States.
of John WiclifiVs translation of the
bible into English are of extreme rarity, and even
imperfect specimens occur only at very long and
irregular intervals. One came up for sale in London recently. Although incomplete, wanting the
greater portion of the Old Testament, it comprises
the whole of the New Testament. The MS. extends
to 260 leaves and is the work of an English scribe of
about 1410,
MANUSCRIPTS

THK Revelstoke Herald rather touches the spot
when it says : ".The party Ins no progamme, no
policy, no real leaders. It is held together, as far
as it hangs together at ail, by memories and traditions. But memories, and traditions, though
they may keep the old guard round the standard,
will never attract the younger generation and furnish
force enough to win a campaign. The Conservatives cannot expect to have a better case, as long as
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they are con tent to rely on mere criticism of Liberal
shortcomings in appealing to the electors, than they
had at the last election. It was conclusively proved
then that a clear and definite policy embracing new
features of interest and attraction was what the
party needed. But the lesson was allowedeto go unheeded and the party has simply been settling down
in the mud ever since. A finer field for a leader of
energy and spirt was never offered than is presented
right now by the field of public affairs in Canada.
A bold challenge to the Liberal party, which would
divert Canadian politics from the present dead and
dying issues, which engross the attention of the
politicians, into the real live questions, which are
agitating the public mind, would very quickly
change the face of affairs. Does the party, which
for eighteen years presided over the destinies of
Canada, not possess a man in its ranks with brains
and force enough to seize on the opportunity ?"
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THE authorities o* Llandudno in Wales, recently
caused the arrest of the Rev. John Woods, an antiritualist preacher, ivho was alleged to have interfered with traffic by preaching on the street corners.
He is now in jail, having refused to pay the fine imposed upon him by the magistrates, and his case is
causing a good deal of discussion among the English
newspapers, some of which are inclined to regard
him in the light of a martyr.
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the well known parliar
mentarian, committed suicide at Winnipeg last
Friday evening. No cause is assigned for the rash act.
The deceased had a great deal more than ordinary
ability as a speaker and writer, but was lacking in
commercial instinct. As a consequence he wais
never able to realize on his genius and at his death
was a poor man. In private and political associations he had many friends, all of whom regret his
tragic end.
'
NICHOLAS FLOOI> DAVIN,
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in Winnipeg with the ducal party, Melton
Prior, the celebrated artist, gave the following
account of the death of G. W. Steevens, the war
correspondent: U I remember Steevens; well," said
Mr. Prior. " He was a magnificent campaigner and
his death was characteristic of the man.
His
character was acquired from constant association
with the British soldier in action and the spirit of
his writing was the spirit of the war. Steevens
killed himself and he died as game as a man could
die. He was wasted to a skeleton with enteric fever
and tossed on his bed praying for something to eat.
The pulp of a grape would have killed him in. his
condition and it was hard to see him lying there
perfectly conscious craving for something to alleviate
his famished condition, but still knowing that the
smallest particle meant death. The army surgeon
called on him; *he was doing nicely/' each day an
improvement was expected. One day the surgeon
made his customary visit. Entering the room he
WHILE
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exclaimed, 'he's doing better.' He sat down and
talked to the correspondent, who raised himself on
his elbow displacing his pillow. The moving of the
pillow disclosed an army ration biscuit that Steevens
had obtained somehow, and the corner of it was
slightly nibbled. The surgeon's face grew deadly
pale for he was a friend of Steevens. 'Did you eat
that' he asked. 'Yes,' said Steevens. The surgeon's
head fell over on his breast, and he told the patient,
who had braved many a campaign and many a hardship that his end was near. Steevens looked unconcerned, thanked him for the information and
sent for Maude, another famous correspondent who
was also in the beleagured town. 'Maude,' said he,
*I am a doomed man. I expected it to come sooner
or later and have made all arrangements, but come,old man, let's say good bye.' Pointing to a package
he asked Maude to open it. A bottle of champagne
was disclosed beneath the wrappings and Steevens
told how he nad kept it to celebrate Ladysmith's
relief, 'but,' he added, 'I'll never see that eo open it
up. I have made all arrangements in case of my
death, so good bye." Maude was greatly affected
and was unable to touch the wine. His hand
trembled as he laid down the glass and caught
Steeven's hand in a farewell grip as the famous war
correspondent whose name will always be linked
with that portion of history in which General Lord
Kitchener figured, passed away in the short space of
two hours. Conscious to the last, he died surrounded
by a few fellow correspondents thousands of miles
away from home and the curtain was drawn over
one of the most brilliant careers in the annals of
newspaper work abroad."
/,.,.
is Borne fear that Roland B. Molineux, the
New York club man charged with murder, may die
of old age, before the death sentence is carried out.
It is nearly three years since the murder was commited, and last Saturday Molineux was given an
order1 for a new trial on some trivial technicality.
THERE

wherever they maybe found will be
pleased to learn of the cdnvalescene of Rev. Principal
Grant. The distinguished scholar has so far recovered as to be able to be removed from the hospital,
in which he was confined, to his house
CANADIANS

THE present open autumn has been particularly
favorable for prospecting. The hills are said to be
swarmed with prospectors and many rich discoveries
have been made.
THE proposed arrangement with the West Kootenay Power & Light Company with regard to furnishing light to the city of Nel,son is a matter for careful
consideration rather than a discussion in which
vituperation forms an altogether too great a part. We
will assume that both sides to the discussion are only
too anxious to serve the best interests ofthe citizens
6f Nelson, therefore it should not follow that because
a man opposes the proposal to deal the lighting com
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pany on the terms submitted that he is actuated by
personal motives of hostility to the company.
Nor is it true that because another is in favor of accepting the proposal of the West Kootenay Power & Light
Company he is a traitur and unworthy of being considered a good citizen. It is simply an evidence
that men will differ on this subject as they do on
nearly every other question of public policy. The
whole subject is one for careful consideration on the
part of the citizens. THE ECONOMIST has always held
strong views on the subject of municipal ownership,
but if the majority of the ratepayers believe differently
this paper has no just reason for finding fault with
them for so doing. I t may be that the proposal of
the light company is, everything considered, in the
best interest ofthe city at the present time, but until
we know more about it, we must be excused if we express the °belief that this view of the case is not
the correct one. However, when the whole question
is thoroughly threshed out, this paper may feel itself
justified in -re vising'its'" opinion. In short, we feel
very much in the position of one of the gentlemen interviewed by the Miner, who; said he " wished to gain
more information before he fully made up his mind
as to his position." And it is only by calm, honest
discussion, that his information can be secured.
Therefore, it is desirable that personalities and
personal pr'ejudicesshould be eliminated in the discussion of the question. Calling a man a thief will
not prove that heis' a thief. But there is one thing
that should always be borne in mind, and that is,
nothing should be done that will irrevocably tie up
the city to a lighting company. And now this paper
is prepared to accept the penalty of its very non-committal expression of opinion, which will be that it is
a trimmer, a backslider, and those other vile things
synonymous with the foregoing, to be found in
Roget's Thesaurus and Crabbe's Synonyms. This
appears to be the correct method of carrying on a discussion in, Nelson.
THE Vancouver Province thus concludes a twocolumn review of the life and public acts of Joseph Martin : " He now sees that a connection with the Liberal
party is absolutely necessary to the continuance
of his political existence and has returned to the fold
with an unblushing assurance which he imagines is
calculated to restore him to the position in the ranks
which he once occupied."
CIRCUMSTANCE.

By S. Weir Mitchell, M.D., LL.D,, author of Hugh
Wynne. Toronto: The Copp, Clark Company, Limited. For sale by Canada Drug and
Book Co,, Limited, Nelson.
"On a hill-bop of an island endeared to me by
many memories the ocean wind has permanently
bent pine, fir and spruce. Here and there a single
tree remains upright,-—staunchly refusing to record
the effect of circumstance on character."
-—Foreword to "Circumstance."
"Circumstance" is a master-piece of that fiction
which describes modern life and character. The
above foreword is a useful key to unlock the story.

Beginning deliberately the book develops into a
genuine novel of plot and action. It is, indeed, a
picture of American society, unsurpassed for accuracy,
reality, and range of observation, while, like all of
Dr. Mitchell's work, it is genial in tone and rich in
the little philosophies and larger ethics of life. The
affairs of a group of relatives and friends in an American city are chronicled as affected by the actions of a
clever, attractive, unscrupulous, adventurous woman.
The reader becomes absorbed in the personal
idiosyncrasies, character-development, and the destinies of a number of men and women clearly and
entertainingly individualized, all of whom play interesting parts in a curious social drama. One feels
that each actor has been sketched from the life.
All the leading characters are said to have their
prototypes in people the author has known, some of
them, however, being based on his* observations, of
several similar persons, the result in each case being
a composite portrait of singular force and comprehensiveness. Like all Weir Mitchell's books this is a
masterly and scholarly work.
*

The expected marriage of Sir Charles Ross to Miss
Pattie Ellison of Kentucky has some romantic
features, which include Hugo de Bathe, the husband
of Lillie Langtry. The New York Jonmal, whose
statements are always subject to a heavy discount
and rarely ever true, in telling of> the
love affairs of the- young ^English nobleman,
who controls the West Kootenay Power & Light company near Nelson, B. C.,;says: " H i s first marriage
having been unhappy, Sir Charles Henry Ross has
chosen an American girl for his second wife/ Sir.
Charles owes the marital troubles (which he seems
happily to have forgotten) to a woman's jealous res e n t m e n t . H i s first wife was Winifred, youngest
daughter of Alexander Augustus Berens of the family
of the earl of Gailowav. She is the sister of Olivia.
Countess Cairns. Her wedding to Sir Charles in
St. Mary's church, London, in 1893, was a social
event. The bridesmaids were Lady Rosemary
Cairns/Lady Mary Pepys, Lady Eva Cholmondeley,
Miss Berens, Miss Ruby Churchill, Miss DorothyTyr
whitt Drake and Mis Virginia Bonynge, an American girl, who was afterward married to Lord Deerhurst, heir of the earl of Coventry The bridegroom's
best man was the marquis of Tullibardine, eldest
son ofthe duke of Atholl. Two years after the union of
this young and aristocratic pair, and during Sir
Charles' absence from England, Lady Ross, who remained at Banagowan castle, obtained the information in which she based an action for divorce. Miss
Lottie Cailcott, an actress, who, it was said, was disappointed in her expectations that Sir Charles
would settle a large amount of money on her, told
his wife the story, which she afterward repeated on
the witness stand. Sir Charles hurried home and
brought a counter suit, The judge, after hearing
Miss Callcott's evidence, decided there was no question of Sir Charles' misconduct, but reserved his decision until the counter euit- was tried. English
society was shocked by the story of the domestic in• felicity of the high born young couple, but when Sir
Charles' suit was tried society was horrified. The
servants at Balnagowan castle gave evidence, and
Lady Ross and Lady Olivia Cairna, who had been
subpenaed as a witness, arose and left ihe courtroom.
Two officers in.,swell regiments—young Hugo de
Bathe, who has since married Lily Langtry, and
Lieutenant Brinton—were named as co-respondents,
but gave gallant testimony for Lady Ross, who won
the victory and got her divorce."
'
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