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J. J. HILL'S SPEECH 
James J. Hill, president of the Great 

Northern, arrived in Grand Forks 
shortly after 5 Saturday evening, after 
a tour of inspection of the W. & G. N. 
as far as Republic. His part included 
his son, Lonis W. Hill, Chief Engineer 
John F. Stevens; J. W. Blabon, fourth 
vice president; Peter Siems, contrac
tor, and F. S. Forest, district superin
tendent of theS. F. & N. He was wel
comed by prominent citizens, includ
ing J. P. Graves, general manager, and 
A. C. Fluuirrfelt, assistant ueneral 
manager, r spectively, of the GrHnby 
company; |. H. Kennedy, chiel engi
neer ol the V., V. & E ; 1 he aldermen 
of tl e two cities; the presidents of the 
Grand Forks and Columbia boards of 
trade; Acting Mayor Harvey; Mayor 
McCallum; J. B. Henderson and Geo. 
A. Fraser. 

Alter a visit to the smelter, Mr. Hill 
met a large delegation at the Yale 
hotel. Acting Mayor Harvey gave an 
address of welcome, which also ex
pressed the hope that Mr. Hill wou d 
build a spur to the Granby smelter, 
with branch lines to Phoenix, aud up 
the North Fork. 

Mr. Hill slid it was always a pleas
ure to him to meet people who were 
euga'ed in tne country where his in
terests "were located. It had been the 
wont of bis life on tbe frontier t>open 
up new countries. His interests had 
been on both sides of the line. Some 
of the audience might know that lor 
some time he was interested with the C. 
P. R. At one time he owned one-
tenth, but now he did not own a dol
lar, though lie sometimes got the ci edit 
of having bought it A railroad line in 
to a new country must bear its share of 
all burdens. A railway into the Gar
den of Eden, if there were no one 
there but Adam and Eve, would not 
be a paying investment. There i- only 
one thing that a railway deals in, and 
that was transp utation. Tbe public 
will not pay them for their cars stand
ing idle. The greater amount a 
railway can move ihe lower a 
rrtte it can tie moved for. A small 
charge has to he p-tul. which is ke I as 
small as possible. For the purpose of 
it ustration, he gave the charge as 
$100,000, and said that it the amount 
of tons 10 be moved were 100,000, the 
rate was easy to figure per ton. If, 
however, 200,000 hud been moved at 
the same charge, the rate per ton 
would be only half ihe previ ius fig
ures He said iu some cases per baps 
they hail gone a little ahead of tip* 
times, but they did not want in go 
backward now or at sny other time. 
Their worx hid b en on the li en ol 
building railways thatcould carry the 
the business of the country at prices 
that the pr iducer could afford to pay. 
Whatever we have here must be as
sembled somewhere where it could be 
handled and sei t to a market where 
a profit could be made. They could not 
build up theii prospj ity on the idea 
that we were going to work our mines, 
smelters, farms, etc., at a loss 
for- their benefit. We would have 
to share in tbe benefits. It would be 
harder for them to stop than for us. 
Once they have identifi-d themselves 
with a country they have to keep on 
with it for all lime. Thev were pre
pared to stand or tall wi'h it. His 
bearers might have heard tbat the 
railroad company had spent too much 
money in tbeir road, but they had 

only spent sufficient to have a good 
road. A good road is as essential to 
railways as deep water is to shipping. 
Sometimes tbe public have a way ol 
encouraging railways, such as by bo-
n using them, tor instance the C. P. R. 
On the othei hand, when he sold out 
of it they made haste slowly, aud built 
without any bonus. He lor bis part 
did not want any bonus, and a rail 
road that could not live without a 
bonus, would made a very poor show 
with 01.e [cheers.] Some one had 
called our city the Gateway City, and 
we must make it such, and go along 
the lines of least resistance. His road 
was ready to come into Grand Forks, 
or any other place where they could 
go. A railroad is like a river, the 
feeders ol the former increasing tbe 
traffic as the little streams increase the 
flow ot water in the latter. He said a 
great many people think that because 
1 hey had commenced at this end (hat 
thev were going to end there. What 
they wauted was to get a good road 
and go right through. Tbey did not 
want, however, to build a road con 
sisti 11 a; of a series of toboggan slides. 
They had to seek and follow the lines 
of least resistance, and low grades. 
They were not asking for any bonus, 
nor for anything more than an oppor
tunity to demonstrate that somethings 
can be done. When they went to the 
Pacific coast, and to Lake Superior, 
and St. Paul, the rate on lumber was 
90 cents a hundred, and to Chicago 
$1.15. He asked the lumbermen there 
at what rate they could ship tbeir lum
ber in, and they said tbey thought 
that if they could get a rateot 60 cents 
they would be happy. He made it a 
rate of 40 cents. The stumpage then 

I was 70 cents a thousand. The differ
ence on sluinage on stumpage on Pu 
get would build their railway from 
the Sound over the main range of tbe 
Rocky mountains. Of course they did 

; not get that money, but somebody did. 
It was said that their road could not 
take cotton fiom Texas, but they did 
take it, and took it off other trains aud 
carried it. He hoped that tbey would 

j be able to do tomething here that 
j would make us think they had b.en of 
I service to us. He would like to see 
I things tbat he is engaged in success-
• ful. He did not want to be connected 
j with anything tbat was not success-
: ful. They bad a little road in the 
Crow's Nest that he was not ashamed 
of, and could haul 2000 tons with a 
single engine. Their grade here was 
a reasonably good one—31 feet to the 

! mile was not heavy. He sent tne first 
' engineers into this country, intending 
to build his lines through the Crow's 

! Nes1, bu' the government object. This 
\ line.it bad been proposed, would also 
traverse tbe Lardeau country and 
s : r i e Ihe present C. P. R. line at 
MlitHwap lake. He was kept busy 
from ilinriiW till HUht by questions 
from all elon.' the line, and tl e-e is 
only one rule he could e,o by, anil th it 
is lo try to do what tUey have to as 
lliev ought to do it. He did no' w.inl 
10 leave any unllni-hed "thrums," 
wh.ch he went on to explain wa-
Scotch for the fag-end of a piece of 
string—and be did not want to be the 
fag-end of a string; he wan ed to fin
ish. He Imped people would soon gel 
through voting bonuses, as there is a 
limit to what people can promise—at 
least to what people can perlorm As 
soon as their engineers could finn a 
feasible route they were prepared to 
build through from both ends. Ihe 
snow was now nearly all e< ne, and 
they would not have that difficulty to 
contend with. He wished to say that 
he was quite grateful to us for having 
met bim in such a neighborly way. 
He had lived under both flags, and 
took a great interest in this country. 
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Some of his greatest friends lived un
der this and the British flairs, including 
those who were so largely interested 
with him that thev were very near t he 
head ot the ladder. He said he thought 
hie railway interests must be of great 
consequence, as some one once said 
that if anything happened to it the 
house ol Brunswick would fall. There 
had been certain difficulties in the way 
of entering Grand Forks, but, he fa
cetiously observed,, he did not know 
what those difficulties were. He 
thought that some one did not want 
them to come io. They hid a nice, 
easy way to come in, and he did not 
think their wheels would slide on the 
rails. He said he had nothing against 
his C. P. R: friends. He wanted to be 
good neighbors with every one, but on 
the other hand if they did no want 
them, he hoped they could get along, 
at any rate they would try. He did 
not kuow just what the difficulties 
were, but he hoped tbey would be 
rooted out: He said many people 
think tbey are going; to carry-some-
thing out of the country, but they 
could not do so without being allowed 
to. People have got to live on both 
sides of the line. We had a great 
many people from the other side of the 
line, and he hoped we would alwas be 
friends. He said British Columbia had 
the natural resources here, quite dif

ferent from the o'her place south, viz., 
large quantities of low-grade ore. It 
is not exactly what we would like, but 
it is what we must have. 

He then thanked Ihe assembly for 
their kindness in meeting him,and 
lelt to catch his special tra n. 
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The only place in tow 
where you can buy 

Ganong's Noted 
G.B. CHOCOLATES 

McCormidc's Famous 
Maracaibo Chocolates 

Pipes, Tobaccos, Etc. 
All Leading Brands ol Cigars 

DONALDSON'S 
Phone 64 

Box 22 
Columbia 

Box 25 
Grand Forks 

T h e . . . 
Ingram-riuir Company 

The 
Boundary 

Wholesale Grocers 

F R A N K MILLER 
GENERAL TRANSFER AND DRAYAGE 

Good Dry Wood delivered to any part of the city 

Phone 64 Grand Forks and Columbia, fi. C. 

Eastman Kodaks 

and Plate Cameras 

We can do your Developing and 
Printing for you. 

H. E. Woodland & Co. 
D r u t m i a t a )££! 


