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L 
Minister of Education Ex

plains Act Passed at Re
cent Session 

Principal Features of the 

Amending Act Fully Set 

Forth 

The following circular respecting 
the operation in rural sections of 
the province of the "Public Scho >1 
Act, 1905," us amended' by the 
amendment act passed in 1906, bas 
been issued by the minuter of edu
cation : 

This circular is issued with a view 
of explaining to those inttrfeisted cer
tain important amendment*'recently 
made to the School Act of' last year, 
and to further assist trustees in 
rural sections of the province in the 
application of the provisions of the 
Act in their res"pective school dis 
tricts. 

The principal features of the 
amending Aet are in the making up 
of the assessment roll, changing date 
of annual meeting, eliminating in-
income from assessable properties, 
making payment of supplementary 
grant to teachers monthly instead of 
half yearly, and in placing schools 
in rural municipalities under the 
control of one municipal board of 
trustees. New provisions are also 
introduced to allow residents of lo
calities supporting assisted schools 
to raise funds either by voluntary 
contribution or by assessment, to be 
decided upon by the people at the 
annual meeting, and for the advanc
ing to rural districts of suChjiprtions 
of the amount to be raised ..ias may 
be deemed to be immediately.neces
sary. 

After very careful consideration 
of representations made by individ
ual municipalities and upon the 
urgent advice of the Reeves] conven
tion held at New Westminister, it 
was decided to plnce rural munici
palities on practically the same foot
ing as the cities with regard to tbe 
management of their schools. The 
assessment, levy and collection of 
school rates in rural municipalities 
JH done by the Municipal authorities, 
and teacher-/' salaries and incidental 
ex pei ises or those schools are paid 
direct to the municipal council. The 
control of the schools is in the hands 
of a local municipal school board 
consisting of live members;' 

The grant for teachers'salaries in 
rural municipalities and provisions 
for new buildings remain the same as 
under the original Act passed in 
11105, but the payments are made lo 
the municipal corporations instead 
of to the teachers. 

Thc annuul nomination and elec
tion of trustees will be at the same 
time as the nomination and election 
of Ileeves and Councilors. 

I t is now thc duty of the assessor 
lo make up the school assessment 
roll in the first place without receiv
ing a list of the assessable persons 

fro*n the Trustees, and to submit it | 
to the annual meeting, after which 
the Trustees are to return it with 
corrections and revisions and any 
necessary additions (sections 52 and 

52a) . The whole of tho work of 
assessing and collecting School R les 
is done by the provincial assessors, 
and thc collections are paid ovj-r 
quarterly to the Trustees by the 
minister of finance. 

Income has been eliminated from 
from assessable prnnertics principal
ly to make assessments uniform in 
rural and municipal districts and to 
avoid expense in collecting insignifi
cant amounts. 

Owing to the unavoidable delay 
in collecting taxes and payment by 
Trustees of the proportion of teach
ers' salaries due by the District, it 
has been considered better to make 
the'government supplementary grant 
to teachers payable monthly instead 
of waiting until the end of the half-' 
year. --aii . 

The date of tbe an'nUal meeting 
has been set early in July so that all 
particulars' for assessment may be in 
the handS'bf the assessors before the 
closing of the assessment roll for th 
year. The meeting is also thus held 
after the close of the school year so 
that accounts for the year can be 
passed upon and people better able 
to arrive at an estimate of the cost 
for next year than when the meet 
ing was held during the term. 

In order to overcome the difficulty 
of providing for any incidental expen
ses necessary to be met before the 
first payment on account of collection 
of taxes, provision has been made by 
which the minister of finance may 
advance to rural school districts a 
pjrtibh of the funds decided at the 
annual meeting to be raised by assess
ment. This provision covers only 
the first half of 190G, and any money 
so advanced will be repaid t o , t h e 
Treasury from the amount remitted 
by the assessor for taxes collected in 
any district to which such advance is 
made. This advance, of course, will 
be made only to such districts where 
the people have decided to raise funds 
by assessment. Application for any 
advance, should be made through the 
Education Office, accompanied with a 
detailed statement of the items for 
which it is required, and date on 
which the account or accounts were 
incurred. 

Section 10 of the Act with regard 
o resignation or dismissal of teacher 
has also been amended so as to allow 
of the teacher resigning only at the 
ond of the term or within t>,n days 
after the close of the annual meeting. 
This provision has been made to pre
vent the closing of schools durihg the 
term owing to the resignation of 
teacher and inability of trustees to 
secure another teacher for that term, 
also to prevent injustice being worked 
upon teachers by their dismissal in 
the middle of a term so that they are 
forced to remain idle for the remain
der of the term. 

With the exception of the raising 
of funds, the regulations for assisted 
schools remain the same as heretofore. 
The date of. the annual meeting, inim-< 
ber, duties and terms of office of 
trustees, engagement of teachers, etc., 
are practically the saaie us in the case 
of regularly organized rural school 
districts. 

In many instances, it has been 
represented to the department that 
the expense of maintaining the Assist
ed Schools was difficut to provide for 
by voluntary contribution, as the cost 
often fell only upon a few who were 
sufficiently interested, and there was 
no way of forcing contribntions from 
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NEWS0FTHEC1TY 
Travel Between This City and 

Franklin City Has Been 

Brisk This Week 

Preparations for the Victoria 

Day Ball Have Been Com

pleted 

Travel between this city and 
Franklin cnmp has been quite lively 
ibis week, and yesterday there was 
i grent. deal of talk of the establish
ment of a twice a week stage. On 
Wednesday E. II. ti. Rawlinson and 
Poto Donaldson went up. They 
Were followed yesterday by A. D. 
McPhee and A. B. McKenzie of the 
McKinley mine, and today (Ieo. A. 
McLeod and Geo. A. Fraser started 
for Gloucester camp. Thc latter will 
be met at Dave Evans' by u party 
From the British Columbia Copper 
coinpany. Besides those notables, 
numerous prospectors are daily go
ing in both from ibis city and Green 
wood and Phoenix. 

Preparations for the Victoria Day 
Ball, to be given by Grand Forks 
Aerie Nu. 237, F. O. E., in the opera 
house on May 24th, have now been 
completed. The Misses Manly and 
Mrs. Stringer orchestra, of Republic, 
has been engaged to furnish the music, 
and every effort will be put forth by 
the committees to make tbis the 
event of the 'season. A decided novel 
ty will be the *'supper. This is to be 
served in Eagles' hall, by Eagle chefs, 
in Eagle uniforms, at 50 cents a plate 
The following Committees have been 
appointed to take charge of the affair: 
Arrangements, H. A. Sheads, John 
Temple, Leo Mader, H. It. Cannon; 
reception, L. A. Manly, T. J. Benn
inger, Win, Hoffman, H. A. Sheads, 
F. Stack, Joe Simpson, and all mem
bers: floor, Geo. Massie, A. Fraser, J. 
Seale, J. Riddle, F. Sherwood; re
freshment, M. Dufour, chef decousine, 
assisted; by F. R. Whitwell, P. A. Z. 
Pare, A. Mackintosh and A. Blake
way. Tickets are now on sale at the 
leading business houses in the city. 

Aid. Bernard Lequime returned on 
Wednesday afternoon from San Fran
cisco, for which city he left about a 
week ago to bring his mother and 
sister, who, it was reported, had 
been rendered homeless by the 
recent earthquake disaster tliere 
back to this city. Mr. Lequime says 
that when be reached San Francisco 
he found that one of his mother's 
houses hail been completely destroyed, 
but that the place where they , were 
residing was comparatively uninjured, 
and they decided to remain iu thut 
city, as Mrs. Lequime is ar. invalid 
anil it is extremely difficult for her to 
travel. Mr. Lequime says the printed 
stories of the havoc wrought by earth
quake and fire do not exaggerate the 
matter. The city is an awful sight. 
Some kinds of provisions aro short, 
and they cannot be purchased with 
money. The two days he was there 
the bread supply was low, aud they 
had to live on soda biscuits. Tbe 
millionaire is treated the same as the 
pauper when supplies run short, and 
money is absolutely no good. Neither 
the banks nor the express companies 

aro doing busbies-,, and the ohecques 
he sent down to his relatives before 
leaving here are still tied up iu the 
banks. 

Bert Rea, Manager of the Betts & 
llesperous mine, returned yesterday 
from a month's trip to the famous 
camp of Cobalt, in Northern Ontario, 
about one hundred miles north of 
North tjjuy. Mr. Rea says it is a 
great camp^but that a man must be a 
millionaire to touch any of the proper
ties, as, they are all held at fabulous 
figures. A man who ventures to make 
an offer of $10,000 or $15,000 for a 
claim only receives a horse laugh for 
his pains. He states that he saw 
numerous samples of ore containing 
SO per cent' copper. Although the 
camp contains a large population, not 
a drop of liquor is to be obtained, and 
the miners and prospectors amuse 
themselves by standing on the street 
corners, watching the scenery and 
criticising each other's apparel. 

Kettle Valley Line Will Com

mence Grading in This City 

on the 25th Inst. 

Chris. Coughlan, formerly with P. 
Burns b Oo. in this city, but who has 
recently been connected with the 
Greenwood branch, is to return here, 
and will occupy his old position with 
the company. Mr. and Mrs. Cough
lan have rented H. B. Cannon's resi
dence, on First street, where they will 
reside. 

C. S. Baker left yesterday morning 
for live miles up the North Fork, 
where he will spend a few days in 
order to afford him tiino and solitude 
to invent a few more new fish stories. 

Geo. Holford, who runs a ranch one 
mile west of the city,' will leavo next 
Sunday for Kamloops, where he is en
gaged in ranching and stock raising on 
a large scale. He intends to stop off 
for a day or two in Rossland to visit 
his old friend, A. J. McMillan, man-

Messrs. J. C. and A. J. MacDon
ald are making rapid progress with 
the construction of the Grand Forks 
Steel Construction Works plant, and 
they expect to have the main building 
nearly completed in about two^veeks' 
time. Another building, to be con
structed entirely of iron and steel, 
will then be erected in the rear of the 
main structure. The machinery for 
the plant will arrive here as soon as 
the building is completed. They now 
report that they have a sufficient 
amount of work contracted for to 
keep twelve or fifteen men constantly 
employed until New Year's. 

Right of Way Agent Andrews 
Will Arrive Here Next Mon

day 

"All the preliminary arrangements 
in connection with the early com
mencement of actual grading opera
tions on the North Fork extension of 
the Kettle Vulley line are progressing 
very nicely; and work will lie started 
on the 25th inst.," said 11. W. War
rington, chief engineer of the road, to 
a Sl'N reporter at the Yale hotel last 
night. 

"Mr. T. F. Andrews, of Vancou
ver, riglit of way agent of uur com
pany, will arrive in the city Sunday 
or Monday, and after I make him 
acquainted with the work required in 
connection with securing riglit of way 
in this section, I shall leave for the 
Colville reservation and endeavor to 
secure a right of way from the Indians 
for the link road between Republic 
and Spokane." 

"Is tliere any probability of work 
being started on the Spokane-Repub
lic section this year?" asked THE 
Sl'N. 

"Yes. After wo gefc everything in 
full swing in this city, we may decide 
to commence work on tbe reservation 
rood this full; that is provided labor 
can bo obtained." 

Chas. Brown of the Boundary 
Works, will leave on the 10th inst. on 
a three months' business and vacation 
trip to England, where he will visit 
the principal cities, Including his old 
home in Staffordshire! On his trip 
over he will visit all the principal 
itics in eastern Canada, and will take 

tho new C. P. 11. steamer Empress of 
Britain un her maiden run from Que 
bee to Liverpool. The return voyng• 
will be made on the Empress of Ire
land, another C. P. R. steamer which 

just about to be placed in commis
sion between Quebec und Liverpool. 
On his return trip he will visit all the 
large American cities, including the 
quaint little Mormon settlement 
known as Salt Lake City. 

A. Erskine Smith ifc Co. report a 
lively business, and express themselves 
as "tickled to death" with their trade 
both in real estate and mining stocks. 
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MethodistChurch—Services on Sab
bath next at usual hours. Morning 
subject, "Burdens"; evening theine, 
'•The Spirit of Religion." Every
body are welcome. E. Manuel* 
pastor. 

Rov. Henry SUiele returned Wed
nesday from a week's visit to Seattle, 
where he attended a conference aud 
clyricus of Pacific coast pastors. Mr. 
Steele states that a very successful 
meeting was held, and speaks highly 
of the lavish manner iu whioh the 
people of Seattle entertained the dele
gates. 

A largo number of tickets hav 
been sold for the benefit ball to lie 
given by the Grand Forks union in 
the opera house next Tuesday evening, 
and u successful social and financial 
event is anticipated. The best music 
obtainable has been secured, and the 
various committees are sparing no 
efforts to give those who attend a 
pleasant time. 


