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E 
J.M. Simpson, While Attempt

ing to Cross River is 

Drowned 

Body Was recovered at Three 

O'clock This Morning In 13 

Feet of Water 

A most distressing drowning acci
dent, by which a worthy and popular 
citizen waB cut down in the prime of 
life, occured a short distance from the 
city last Sunday afternoon. 

Saturday last J. M. Simpson and 
a . M. Feeney started on a few days' 
camping oat and hunting trip. They 
established their camp about five 
miles below town, near the Great 
Northern railway on the south side of 
the river. Shortly after pitching 
their tent their paekhone broke loose. 
On Sunday afternoon Mr. Simpson 
forded the river and went in search of 
the animal. Before leaving he told 
his partner that if he could not find 
him he would go back to town tor one. 
Mr. Simpson found the horse without 
much difficulty, and went over to Pete 
DeWilde's ranch and borrowed a 
bridle and saddle. Mr. DeWilde told 
him where there was a shallow ford, 
and be started back for eamp. That 
was the last seen of him alive. 

Mr. Feeney remained in camp un
til yesterday afternoon. As Mr. 
Simpson had told him that he might 
return to the city, he felt no appre
hension for his safety. But as time 
dragged on and his partner did not 
pat in an appearance, he began to get 
uneasy, and after making enquires of 
a couple of smelter men who happened 
to be hunting in that neighborhood, 
he left them in charge of the camp 
and came to the city and reported the 
strange disappearance of Mr. Simp
son. 

A searching party composed of a 
number of citizens was immediately 
sent out. At DeWilde's it was learn
ed that Mr, Simpson had borrowed a 
bridle and saddle there and had start
ed to ford the river. Shortly there
after the horse had returned to the 
ranch, riderless and drenched with 
water, hut Mr. DeWilde states that 
he was too busy to pay much atten
tion to the animal. The river bank 
was then examined, and at a deep 
place in the stream the footprints of a 
horse entering the water were found; 
and a short distance below, on the 
same side of the river, it wus found 
that the animal had again emerged. 
On the opposite side of the river no 
marks of man or horse could be discov
ered. The party therefore concluded 
that Mr. Simpson hail attempted to 
ford the river ut this point, and that 
the horse hud got out beyond its depth 
and had sank under the weight of its 
rider, who, being a heavy man and 
unable to swim, had evidently fallen 
out of the saddle and drowned. 

So firm was this conviction that a 
man was at once dispatched to the 
city for a team and hooks and tackle 
with which to drag the river bottom. 
The team left here shortly after Ii! 
o'clook last night, and after working 
until about 3 this morning the re
mains of Mr. Simpson were found in 
about fifteen feet of water. They were 
brought to this city, and are now at 

F. E. Cooper's undertaking establish
ment. 

A strange phase of the accident is 
found in the fact that Mrs. Simpson, 
who attended the Labor Day picnic at 
Curlew lake yesterday, had a premo
nition that some calamity had befall
en her husband. On alighting from 
the train last night she asked Mr. 
Wm. Bonthron, who is an intimate 
friend of the family, if Joe was there. 
On being told that he was not, she re
iterated her statement that some acci
dent had overtaken hi.u, and immedi-
became prostrated with grief. 

Deceased was a man of the highest 
integrity and well liked by all who 
knew him, all of whom will miss him 
from their midst. He came to this 
oity in 1898 from New Brunswick, 
where his parents and relatives now 
reside. Since coming here he has 
been engaged in the blacksmithing 
business, having been in partnership 
until two years ago with Mr. R Fee
ney, with whom he always had Ihe 
pleasantest relations. He was 32 
years and five months of age, and 
leaves a wife and infant daughter in 
this city to mourn his untimely death. 
He was a a member of the Oddfellows 
lodge, the Independent Order of For
esters and the Fraternal Order of 
Eagles, and carrie 1 $4000 insurance. 
He had been foreman of the fire de
partment for a number of years, and 
up to the time of his death was act-
ing chief in the absence of Mr. Sav
age. The community mourns an up 
right and honest citizen, and his fam
ily a kind and loving husband and 
father. The profoundest sympathy is 
being expressed for his wife, who is 
prostrated with sorrow at her sudden 
and unlooked-for bereavement. 

The funeral will be held at three 
o'clock tomorrow, Wednesday, after
noon from Cooper's undertaking estab
lishment under the auspices of Gate
way Lodge I. 0 . O. F. The service 
will be. conducted by Kev. McLeotl of 
Knox Presbyterian church. 

The firemen will hold a meeting 
this afternoon to decide as to what 
part they are to take in the funeral 
services. 

CITY NEWS 

Harry LaDow spent Sunday with 

Nelson friends. 

Chas. Brown left yesterday on a 

business trip to Nelson. 

Alex Miller, of Greenwood, was a 

visitor in tbe city last Saturday. 

Mrs. James Lane left yesterday 
morning for Spokane on a visit to 
relatives and friends. 

Provincial Constable I. A. Dins
more made an official trip to I'hoe
nix last Saturday. 

A. B. W. Hodges, general super
intendent of the (iranby Consolidat
ed, made a business trip to Spokane 
last Friday. 

Arthur Walgamott arrived in town 
last Saturday from Butte, Mont, 
and was immediately corralled by 
Bandmaster Thomas of the City 
band. 

. There was a rumor afloat last Sat
urday that the Grand Trunk Pacific 
railway was headed toward Grand 
Forks. After due investigation it 
was ascertained that a Grand Trunk 
boxcar in the Great Northern yards 
was the cause of the report. 

Prof. Shutt Explains How 

Farming Can be Made 

Profitable 

Deputy Minister Urges Ranch

ers to Secure a Wider 

Market 

The meeting of the Farmers' Insti
tute in the city hall last Saturday 
night was the best attended of any 
ever held in the oity, nearly all the 
prominent ranchers of the valley be
ing present. Martin Burrell presided 
over the meeting, and introduced the 
speakers to the audience. J. K. An
derson, provincial deputy minister of 
agriculture, Victoria, and Frank T. 
Shutt, chemist of the central experi 
mental farm, Ottawa, were the speak
ers of the evening. 

Mr. Anderson spoke briefly on the 
work outlined for the district farmer-.' 
institutes and the good work that 
could be accomplished if more meet 
ings were held than attempted at 
at present. He urged the farmers to 
join the institute, which they could 
do by addressing the secretary at Nel
son and paying a yearly fee of DO 
cents, thus receiving free all the pub
lications of the institute. He warned 
the farmers against depending too 
much on the local market, but adviced 
them to take advantage of the clause 
in the Farmers' Institute Act author
izing the organization of farmerg' ex
changes, thus giving them a wider 
market and freeing them from the 
mercy of local dealers. He was of 
the opinion that too many early va 
rieties of apples were being planted in 
this valley. He was afraid that this 
would result in an overproduction of 
these brands. He congratulated the 
district upon the appointment of 
Mr. Burrell as member of the board 
of Horticulture. 

Prof. Shutt's admirable address was 
couched in simple and very easily un
derstood language, translating the la 
test scientific conclusions, as applied 
to the best system of fruit and vege
table production. The speaker car
ried on his lecture in a most informal 
conversational way that was greatly 
appreciated by all who were present. 
His suggestions were eminently prac
tical. He was of the opinion that he 
could accomplish more good if lie 
coultl meet each n.ncher on his own 
ground, instead of speaking to them 
collectively in a hall. The experi
mental farms had become a sort of 
bureau of information to the farmers. 
of late years the had tlone more good 
for British Columbia than any other 
portion of Canada. People coming 
from Manitoba and the Northwest 
territories thought thut all that was 
necessary to bo done in fruit raising 
was to plant the trees and sit on the 
fence and watch them grow. People 
living here knew better. A rich soil, 
such as was found in this valley, was 
only half the battle. There must al
so he suitable meteorlogical contli 
tions. Only from 3 to 5 per cent of 
the nourishment required to grow 
fruit and vegetables came from the 
soil, the balance being extracted from 
the atmosphere. He explained tiie 
composition and proper treatment of 
soils, giving much useful information 

as to the life process of plants and 
trees, showing what nourishment was 
derived from the soil and what from 
the air breathed in by the foliage. 
His discussion of the treatment of al
kali soils was followed with keenest 
interest. His opinion was altogether 
against the success of this so-called in
oculation, and in favor of thorough 
manuring or the turning into the soil 
of some of the leguminous crops, es
pecially clover, to increase its produc
tivity and general fertility. A well 
considered rotation of crops and mixed 
farming were strongly recom- ended. 

He explained that while he was 
here to give any useful information in 
his power, he was in the west more to 
learn than to teach. He desired to 
understand conditions out here at first 
hand so as to be able to grasp matters 
referred to bim in the east from out 
here. Success of the district here as 
a fruit growing one, had faiily passed 
the experimental stage, and had been 
proved. The government desired to 
help as much as possible and valuable 
assistance could be given, but all the 
problems could not lie worked out at 
once. Temperature and n in fall were 
two must important factors and the 
speaker proceeded to show this, illus
trating his remark bv simple everyday 
applications, adding that while it was 
easy to obtain date, it was by ni 
means easy to properly interpret data 
so obtained. Irrigation was as a rule 
necessary at times and under existing 
conditions here, and it would not be 
safe to go on without it. One thing 
at least should be loo'ied after and 
that was making the soil retain mois
ture by cultivation and by mulching. 
Commencing with making of soils, 
clay, sand and vegetable matter, the 
sp a er said there had bei n a steady 
improvement due to scientific research 
in the methods used to supply defi
ciencies. Many facts had been ascer-
lained but much was yet to conjec
ture. Many soils contained the in
gredients of plant food, but in insol
uble state, and so useless for practical 
purposes. This insoluble plant food 
was made soluble by science. The 
speaker explained the advantages to 
be gained by irrigatian, but warned 
his hearers that excessive irrigation 
did more harm them good in the long 
run, washing out and away the rich 
ingredients, Every effort should be 
made to conserve the moist'ire by cul
tivation. The growing of hay and 
grain in the orchard was condemned, 
because it absorbed the moisture. The 
a I vantages to he derived from mulch
ing wus explained by a series of ex
periments carried on at Ottawa, and 
early planting was strongly recom
mended. Then the professor went at 
length into the question of the use of 
fertilizers, explaining in detail of the 
various kinds. 

The address of Prof. Shutt was lis
tened to with the greatest interest 
and attention. 

Afler the address was concluded a 
very hearty vote of thanks was passed 
to Mr. Shutt for his address and half 
an hour was pleasantly spent in the 
professor answering questions put to 
him by persons in the audience. 

Messrs. Shutt und Anderson left 
for the coast yesterday. 

Last Saturday was the first day of 
the open season, and local nimrods 
were in the field bright and early.. 
One or two of the sportsmen report 
having had trouble with their crack 
thoroughbred dogs. They persisted 
in chasing groundhogs instead of 

! chickens. Dogs will be dogs. 

Workingmen Hold a Monster 

Picnic-Have Fine time at 

Curlew Lake 

The Prize -Winners-Grand 

Forks Won the Tug-of-

War 

Yesterday was an ideal day for 
outdoor life, and the picnic of the 
workingmen of the Boundary dis
trict at Curlew lake was an unquali
fied success, and Grand Forks and 
Greenwood unions may well feel 
proud of their first combined effort. 
Grand Folks, Greenwood, Boundary 
Falls, Midway, Danville and Cur
lew contributed between four and 
five hundred participants, and Re
public sent an equal number. Be
sides, every rancher within a radius 
of ten miles was present. The train 
from, this city and Greenwood, com
posed of five passenger coaches and 
two boxeurs, arrived at the grounds 
at 10:30 over the Kettle Valley 
lines. 

The music for the day was fur
nished by the celebrated Citizens' 
band of Greenwood and the recently 
organized Grand Forks band, rein
forced by the Scotch bagpipes, 
which were played with charming 
effect on the tranquil surface of the 
lake. Considerable surprise was 
expressed at tbe class of music ren
dered by the Grand Forks band, 
and our boys divided the honors 
and applau.-e with Greenwood's 
crack musicians. 

The dance pavilion was one of the 
strongest attractions, the excellent 
music discoursed keeping it crowd
ed from the arrival of the musicians 
until the departure o' tbe last train. 

The Labor day address was de
livered by Rev. Henry Steele, of this 
city. He took for his subject the 
social condition of tbe wage earners. 
His remarks proved quite effective, 
and they were liberally punctuated 
with applause from the interested 
listeners. He expressed gratifica
tion at the fact that the world had 
advanced far enough in thought to 
enable him to address a working-
men's without stultification to his 
religious conviction. There were a 
lot of people who called themselves 
socialists who were not true social
ists, and others who spurned that 
term were socialists. To blow 
the capitalists up with dynamite 
would not cure the social inequality 
of the present day. It would act like 
shaking a crop of apples from a tree. 
A new crop would appear next sea
son. The evil must be remedied by 
getting at the very root of the capi
talistic system, which could be done 
by the workingmen obtaining con
trol of the machinery of production. 

Tbe following were the prize win
ners: 

Men's foot race, 75 yards—W. 
Destail, Republic, first; Joe Burby, 
Grand Forks, second. 

Boys' race, under 16, 50 y a r d s -
McMillan, Deadwood, first; Mickey 
O'Connor, Grand Forks, second; J. 
Summer, Republic, third. 

Girls' race, under 16, 50 yards— 
Birnie Kuchne, Republic, first; Jen-
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