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•m Some burn the candle at both ends and others are so indolent they can scarcely keep one end going _ _ X I 
- > , 

MAY HEAD NEW 

Vernon, Marcb 25.—Hon. E. D. 
Barrow, mlniater of agriculture, will 
arrive In Vernon today, and In addi­
tion to • meeting the. Liberals will 
probably discuss matters ln connec­
tion wltb the produce marketlpg 
legislation. 
- The suggestion that Lewis Dun­
can, the Toronto lawyer who con­
ducted the Nash Fruit Combine in­
vestigation and assisted the British' 
Columbia authorities In drafting 
the fruif consignment legislation, 

J be placed at the head of the new 
committee, is attracting a good deal 
of .attention. There is, no doubt that 
(Mr. Duncan would not be acceptable 
to the remnant of the Nash interests 
In the valley, though it is believed 
U t appointment would please many 
growers. 

It is fully expected that the new 
committee will commence to func­
tion before the end of April, and if 
lt ls to do so the appointments- by 
the government and 'the indepen? 
dents cannot be long delayed. 

The salary which Will probably 
| go with the appointment of the 
chairman of the committee of direc­
tion is said to be about 17600 a] year. 
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Persons who have not filed returns 
of Income earned during 1926 , had 
-better bestir themselves, because 
Thursday, March 31 at, is the last day 
•zed under the law for the comple­
tion ot these forms to the Commis­
sioner of income Tax, Victoria, B.C. 

The recent session of the legisla­
ture provided increased rebates in 
respect of married persons and de­
pendents. These are, in brief: 

Married persons, also widows and 
$1,800; single persons, widows and 
widowers without dependent chll 
d-ren, $1,200- each dependent, $300; 
insurance premiums paid but not ex­
ceeding $500; non- resident persons, 
$1,000 only. t; 

Persons whose Income does not 
exceed $900 ̂ are no required to file 
a return except upon demand of the 
assessor. 

TRAIL SMELTER 
Considerable activity is displayed 

in. mining circles, especially in the 
Kootenays, many mines being listed 
as shippers to the big smelter of the 
Consolidated Mining and Smelting 
Company of Canada,' (Ltd.,, Trail, the 
report of the smelter showing ton­
nage reoeived to be 10,906 tons, at 
follows: , 
Nannie of Mine and Place. Tons 

Copper concentrates— 
Allenby Copper Co., Allenby.... 394 

Copper Ore— 
Queen'.Victoria, Beasley. 33 

Milling o re -
Bluebell, Rlondel 677 

WtioIsThis 
Gal-EtM? 

BY ERWIN GREER 
Much has been written In the east 

about Ethyl. Only recently has she 
gn eowest. And now "West Coast 
newspapers have crowded Menthyl 
off the front page to make way for 
Btihyl. Who is Ethyl? 

'Jn appearance Ethyl-gas fluid is 
champagne-colored.' Before, it is 
placed Into special containers it is 
colored red for the purpose of mak­
ing i teasily recognizable. It has a 
ipungent odor of its own. 

In dwelling on the peculiar virtues 
of ethyl-gas fluid it should be un­
derstood that the fluid does not 
make high-test gasoline of low-
volatility fuel. Indeed, it does not 
add power to the gasoline proper. 
Rather does its action become ap­
parent: in the manner in which it 
cHangeb the cond tions under which 
the fuel is consumed in the engine. 

Ordiriary gasoline acts with the 
detonating, short-lived force of black 
powder; ethyl gas develops its en­
ergy like the smokeless powder ln 
that i t , burner progessively through­
out the (passage of the piston through 
the cylinder. 

Ethyl gas ln high-compression en­
gines showed a flexibility approach­
ing that of the steam engine, a high-
gear climbing ability that was a 
revelation, an utter freedom from 
knocking that was truly astonishing. 

Motorists or repairmen who have 
occasion to remove the neads ot en­
gines in which ethyl gas has been 
used for, a (prolonged period, are 
uite apt to misinterpret what they 

see. A valve taken from such an 
engine presents an unfamiliar ap­
pearance and may be mistaken .for 
a badly burned valve. It Is only 
necessary to paint these deposits 
black to recognize their true nature, 
whereas a short soaking in a sodium 
the deposits and shows the metal 
dioxide solution readily dissolves 
the deposits and showe the metal 
beneath unaffected. 

The lead component leaves a light 
deposit of its own; this does not ac­
cumulate beyond a thin coating, lt 
some of this deposit enters 'between 
a valve and its seat—ln the case of 
carbon a decldtdly undesirable hap­
pening-— the ethyl deposits, far from 
being a menace, becomes an advan­
tage in sealing up the slight leaks 
to which valves are subject after pro 
longed running.. 
. What does it all mean*? I am cer­
tain that engine builders and motor­
ists are facing the advent ot the 
long-sought but hitherto unattain­
able high-compression engine which, 
small in displacement and economi­
cal in fuel consumption, will develop 
great power. If we now utilize only 
6 per cent of the gasoline energy, 
the additional 5 per cent achieved 
by the use of ethyl gas ln high-com­
pression engines will double the 
efficiency of the gasoline engine. 
More than that, lt will double the 
power we may obtain from our gaso­
line resuources, lengthen the life of 
our engines and make the car a 
greater boon than ever. 

Life in Nicaragua 

Galena iFai-m, Sllverton 
Lucky Jim, Zincton 
Noble 'Five, Sandon ...... 

92 
768 
62 
46 
ft 

Roseberry Surprise, Sandon 
Standard, -Sllverton . .. 
Ruth Hope, Sandon 81 
Yankee Girl, Ymir 6*2 

Dry Ore— M ^ _ ^ ~ 
Last Chance, Republic 465 
Quilp, (Republic *. 466 

Lead Ore— 
IMlnniehaha, 'Sandon 
Wellington, Beaverdell —.... 
Sally, Beaverdell 
Oompany mines „.... ~... 

36 
-** 
56 

6,979 

-*W to«« ..10,906 

I*f)fction of a new kind of oil en­
able* doctors to make better X-ray 
studies of the lungs and chests of 
tuberculosis patients. 

He is a poor lawyer who mistakes 
t"w wW for the deed-

Buildiug Gran Is to 
British Columbia 

Estimates for public buildings In 
the province of British Columbia to­
talling $243,262 were passed by the 
house of commons in committee ot 
supply. 

The first Item in the British Co­
lumbia list, one of $6000 for Bentlnck 
island lazaretto for new buildings. 

The committee passed *m rapid or­
der items of $40,000' covering repairs 
to Dominion public buildings. Brit­
ish Columbia: $73,000 to replace 
ibuildings and equipment destroyed 
by fire at Esquimalt; $20,000 for re­
pairs and improvements at Esqui­
malt; $6600 for public building at 
Kimberley; $2100 for a similar build 
ing at Revelstoke; $5300for Improve­
ments to Vancouver public buildings; 
$4300 to repair the roadway on Little 
Saanich Mountain to Victoria observ­
atory; i$S250 tor repairs to the Wil­
liam! Head quarantine Btatlon, and 
$10,000 for an offloe -building for. cus­
toms and quarantine purposes at 
William Head. 

Nicaragua, scene ot activity by 
American marines. Is the largest of 
the Central American republics; 
mayn acclaim lt the most beautiful. 
It has vast forests of precious woods, 
untold resouces of valuable miner1 

als and soil so fertile that it has 
been said, "If you tickle the ground 
with a hoe it smiles back with a 
yam." 

There is a darker side—few reg­
ions o f its size anywhere ln the 
world have been so beset by revolu­
tions and volcanic eruptions. After 
a century of almost perpetual civil 
war Nicaragua' settled down to com­
parative peace a few years ago and 
began to reap the dividends in pro­
gress toward prosperity, Modern 
science can ameliorate the disasters 
from volcanoes by approximate 
predictions of their explosions,while 
it also has taught Nlcaraguans that 
the eruptions in the past were bdess-
lngs in disguise, because tney fertil­
ized the land to a marvelous degree. 

The country ls about the area of 
New York state and its toal popula­
tion is only a little larger tban that 
of Buffalo. Jt has two mountain 
ridges which inclose the"Great Lakes 
of Central America," Lakes Nicara­
gua and Managua. 

A glance at a Central American 
map tells the story of Nicaragua's 
backwardness in bygone days. Costa 
Rica to the south, and Honduras to 
the north, are accessible trom the 
Atlantic ocean; aii of Nicaragua's 
important cities are on the Pacific 
side of her coastal mountains. To 
the east of the mountains lie her 
lakes, and she presents to the Carib­
bean a very unprepossessing "back 
yard," with the world's worst real 
estate designation, the Mosquito] 
coast 

Today, with Los Angeles, San 
Francisco and Seattle to tap her 
markets, Nicaragua's Pacific front­
age ls a blessing. But yesterday, 
when the Atlantic ports of North 
America and Europe were doing the 
world's shipping; she was severely 
handicapped 

Curiously, too, her Mosquito coast 
was appropriately named by error, 
The appellation was aot intended for 
the the Insect, which abounds there, 
but is a corruption of the name of 
the 6000 Indians, the Misskite, who 
survive there. 

The country's northernmost Carig 
bean headland. Cape Graclas a Dlos, 
is a headline of geography. Colum­
bus- explored the Central American 
coast on his last voyage and, cruis­
ing east from Cape Honduras, was 
compelled to take shelter from a 
storm- at a point where the coast 
agruptly turns to the south. He 
named the cape "Thanks to God" 
and took possession qt the country 
for Spain. 

That was In 150(2. A century ge-
fore the Mayflower touched at Ply­
mouth rock the Spaniards were es-
tagllshed along the lake region in 
far western Nicaragua, despite the 
unwelcome volcanic outbursts. Espe­
cially vigorous was tbe explosion of 
Masaya ln 1682. The most sensa­
tional single eruption, however, oc­
curred within a century from our 
day—when Oosegulna glew off its 
head In 1836. iPor days a black pall 
obscured the sun, dust blanketed the 
fields and forests, animals died gy 
the thousands from thirst and hun­
ger. 

Tradition says that *t was into the 
crater of the agove-mentioned Masa­
ya that Friar Bias of Sastile lowered 
a gucket in 1534 in the hope of draw­
ing up molten gold. When he touch 
ed the lava the kucket melted and 
the good friar wrote home: " One 
cannot (behold the volcano without 
fear, admiration, and repentance of 
his sins; for it can be surpassed only 
by eternal fire." At the toot of Mt 
Masaya iB a lake of that name, and 
near the lake Is the little town of 
Masaya, ( 

Whether a Nicaraguan canal will 
be built is a question which only the 
future Mn answer; but It has geen 
so continuously discussed and its pos 
slgle site so thoroughly surveyed 
that the (term "Nicaraguan canal 
route" is easily described. Interest 
has been reawakened ln this route 
by the recent trouble in Nicaragua. 

m e Paname canal, it one leaves 
Us locks aad small artificial lakes 

FROM EVERYWHERE 

out of consideration, may be consid­
ered the American Suez; for it is re­
latively short and direct. The Nic­
aragua route—again ignoring locks 
—must be compared with the Turk­
ish straits; it is relatively long, and 
has in its course a great natural in­
land sea, from which narrow ship-
ways are projected. 

A Nicaraguan canal would be less 
a man-made affair than the Panama 
canal, where at every turn nature 
had to thwarted and subdued by en­
gineers. At Panama ships can now 
move every foot of the interocean 
way through great ditches that were 
dug, locks that were guilt, or a lake 
that was created by men. The Cha-
gres river wag turned aside to make 
a lake, and even its bed waB dis­
carded. If a Nicaraguan canal were 
built according to exitsing plans, lt 
would entail much excavation and 
lock building, but work that nature 
has already done would be utilized 
to a marked degree. 

From the Atlantic end a canal 
would have to be excavated, largely 
through lowlands, for some fifty 
mileB, for the lower rescues of the 
San Juan river are clogged with, sand 
brought down from the uplands of 
Costa Rica. Locks would thenraiBe 
the waterway to the 106-foit level of 
the lake. Ships would be trans­
ferred into the San Juan river, 
dammed at this point, and would 
move up its slack water for approxi­
mately forty-five miles to Lake Nica­
ragua. 

This lake is a really large body of 
water. It IB 100 miles long and 45 
wide at the broadest point, and is 
the most extensive body of fresh wa-
the most extensive gody of fresh wa­
ter, in North America south of Lake 
MichigaiLlFor 70 miles ships would 
use the* wters of Lake Nicaragua. 
Then would come the descent to the 
Pacific through a canal and locks 
covering the dozen miles or more ot 
narrow isthmus that divides the lake 
from the ocean. 

The river and lake portion ot the 
route above the dam, however, would 
not all be in readiness for use wi h-
out the e pendlture of labor. Of the 
45 miles ot river 28 would require 
improvement, while a channel would 
have to bedredged through a score 
of miles f the lake near the river out­
let where silt haB accumulated. 

The Pacific side of the canal would 
present relatively few difficulties. 
The narrow divide at he point cross­
ed by the canal route rises only 44 
feet above the lake level. Altogeth­
er the canal route, from deep water 
to deep water, would be about 180 
miles long. The passage of ships 
would require more than 24 hours as 
against 12 or less at Panama. Such 
a canal could be reached, on the 
other hand, amore quickly from ports 
of he United States and Canada, 

One other contrast exists between 
the Panama canal and the Nicaragu­
an route. The former traverses a 
country of relatively little potential 
wealth. A canal through Nicaragua 
would doubtless be a strong fac or 
in the development of that country, 
opening up its vast forests of both 
hard and soft woods and tapping its 
coffee and cacao plantati ns and its 
mines. Lake Nicaragua ls already 
an Important inland waterway, and 
near its banks are some of the chief 
cities ot the republic. 

Ah honor wan conferred upon 
Captain Jamss Turnbull, CUE, 
R.N.R., commander of the Canadian 
Pacific steamship Montnalrn, recent­
ly, when he was appoln'cd Alde-de-
Camp to His Majesty King George V. 

All golfing records were shattered 
recently when K. Tanaka, local Jap­
anese golfer, playing on the Cana­
dian Pacific course "Langara," scor­
ed a hole in one twice in one round 
of the eighteen-hole links. The first 
was obtained at the fifth bole which 
ls 116 yards, and tbe second at the 
sixteenth bole, which is 210 yards. 

The director of a Viennese news­
paper published a paragraph to the 
effect that his cook had bought half 
a pound of pepper at the grocer's, 
and, when analyzed, the pepper was 
found to contain 60 per cent dust. 

The director added that if the 
guilty grocer did not send him im­
mediately half a pound of pure pep­
per he would publish his name in 
the paper. 

During the month of January of 
the present year automobile produc­
tion in Canada has increased 98 per 
cent, over and above the production 
tor the corresponding month of last I 
year, being 15,376 cars, as compared 
with 7,762 for the previous year. Al- < 
most half of the cars produced were '• 
tor export, according to the Domin- j 
Ion Bureau of Statistics. j 

In memory of the late Col. George 
H. Ham, of Montreal, dean of railway 
publicity men hi North America, a 
beautiful memorial porch ls being 
erected over the door of St John's 
Church at Whitby by the members 
of the Women's Canadian Press Club. 
The late Col. Ham died in Montreal 
on April 16 last. 

Nara, Japan. — Eleven passengers 
on the Round-the-World cruise of 
the Canadian Pacific flagship Em­
press of Scotland squeezed through 
a rectangular hole In a pillar just 
behind the colossal linage of Buddha 
in the Dalbutsu Temple here yester­
day, thereby achieving, according to 
ancient tradition, the short road to 
Paradise. 

Tihe Board of Control at Toronto 
have formally accepted the offer 
made by Sir Lalcester Harmsworth, 
English Baronet of Mournier's por­
trait of General John Graves Sim-
coe, after whom the County of Slm-
coe was named. General SImcoe set 
up his first government at York, 
now Toronto. The painting will be 
hung in the Toronto City Hall, al­
ready adorned with a collection of 
historical paintings recognized as one 
ot the finest of its kind in America. 

"Ave atque Vale" (Hall and Fare­
well), echoed through the austere 
precincts of the Canadian * Pacific 
Ralway offices Board Room ln Mont­
real recently, when the Westminster 
Boys Choir, ln token of their appre­
ciation and thanks for the care and 
the thought taken in their behalf 
during their 6,000-mile tour of Can­
ada which they completed on March 
16, when they sailed on the C. P. 
liner Minnedosa, sang a parting song 
In Latin for E. W. Beatty, chairman 
and president of the Company, ln 
whose care they had made their 
memorable journey. 

Their Excellencies the Governor-
General and Lady Willingdon will be 
given a warm welcome on the occa­
sion of their first visit officially to 
Western Canada, the many centres 
through which they will pass aro al­
ready preparing to receive them. 
They will leave Ottawa by special 
Canadian Pacific train March in, and 
are scheduled to arrive at Vancou­
ver March 26. Leaving the latter 
city they will go on to Victoria the 
same afternoon and will spend a 
couple of weeks visiting points of 
interest on Vancouver Island, re­
turning to Vancouver April 19. 

"You remember that watch I lost 
five years ago," said Twitter. 

"Yee,"said hts friend. 
"You remember how I looked high 

and low for It Well, yesterday I put 
on a vest I had not worn for years, 
and what do you think I found in the 
pocket" 

"Your watch—splendid." 
"No, I found the hole It must have 

dropped throuj-*h." 

PREMIER URGES 
PROVINCE'S CASE 

AT OTTAWA 
Ottawa, March 25.—Premier John 

Oliver of British Columbia appeared 
before the railway and canals com­
mittee of the commons today to ex­
plain in what he termed British Col­
umbia's "vital" Interest ln a western 
outlet from the Peace River valley. 
"British,1 Columbia was interested," 
he said , "not only In the volume of 
grain expected to come out of the 
valley, but In the trade from coast 
cities to adjacent eastern territory." 

The coast looked forward to the 
time when its factories would sup­
ply the province of Alberta with 
manufactured goods, he said. He 
detailed efforts to secure an outlet 
from the valley, and said the- prov­
ince was solely responsible for the 
thirty millions expended in construc­
tion work andhad suffered an addi­
tional loss of $25,000,000 in interest 
and carriage charges. 

Premier Oliver made a vigorous 
plea for a policy of constructive co­
operation as opposed to a possible 
policy of destructive criticism. 

"British Columbia has an abso­
lutely just claim for sympathetic 
consideration of a western outlet 
from the Peace river," he declared, 
after asking the committee to make 
sure that no action would be taken 
further to menace the investment 
of British Columbia in the Pacific 
Great Eastern railway. 

Success of the approaching Dia­
mond Jubilee celebration would de­
pend to a great extent on the spirit 
of cooperation between various parts 
of the Dominion. His conception ot 
this spirit would not be met if con­
sideration were not given to the 
feeling of the people of British Col­
umbia regarding this outlet from 
the Peace river to British Columbia. 

With a view to the full develop­
ment of the Peace river country, an 
east and west line on both sides of 
the l'eace river was necessary. ' 

British Columbia, Premier Ullv-ar 
said, viewed with alarm a proposal 
toe onnect the Edmonton, Dunvegan 
& British Columbia railway by a 
north and south line with the Cana­
dian National railways. 

"Construction of a north anil south 
line at any point east of the Rocky 
mountains will have a further effect 
on the Pacific Great Eastern." 

Any future railway construction* 
in the Dominion should bo with a 
view to the ultimate inclusion of 
such construction in the permanent 
system, he said, which would event­
ually serve the Dominion. Future 
construction should be accompanied 
by strong cooperative effort by Llrit­
ish Columbia, Alberta, tlie Dominion 
•government and the Canadian Na­
tional railways to colonize newly 
opened areas and provide the ton­
nage necessary to make the railways 
prosperous. 

I "We have gone aB far as we could 
go and can't go any further," he said. 

At the outset Premier Oliver suid 
when the various railways were 
merged nlto the Canadian National 

I railways system, the agreement with 
. the Grand Trunk Pacilic had become 
, inoperative and it was the grave 

doubt which existed that Ihis agree­
ment would ever huve effect that 
was a determining factor in stopping 
work on the Pacific Greut Eastern. 

"The government of Cunada, ln 
carrying out that merger, hud appar­
ently no regurd for the position in 
which It wus placing BBritiBb Colum­
bia with renard to the Pacific ("rout 

"The merger hud an enormously 
damuglng effect on tho future of tho 
Pacini* Great Eastern, 
slderation from the government for 
what was virtually the nullivculion 
effect of the merger on the agree­
ment with the Grand Trunk Pacific." 

Back from a short trip to England 
on Canadian Pacific and Telegraph 
business, John MacMillan, general 
manager of telegraphs of the rail­
way, returned on C. P. steamship 
Montcalm and has again taken up 
his duties. Mr. MacMillan statd 
that purchase of cables for tho 
Pacific Coast in connection wltb the 
new overland cable wire for the 
second Australian cable was com­
pleted durln**, his trip. This ma­
terial which represents a length ot 
a hundred miles In two sections of 
wire, was Inspected under Mr. Mac­
Millan'- supervision nnd will be 
shipped to this country early In 
April. 

It was evening. A stranger ap­
proached tbe motorist. 

"Sir," Baid ho, "your beucon has 
ceased to function." 

"Sir?" 
"Rour illuminator, I say, is shrou­

ded in unmitigated oblivion." 
"Really, I don't understand you." 
Just then a boy shouted: "Hi, mis 

tor, your lamp's gorn out" 

The engineer ot a train ot thought 
should atop to think occaalciisvUy-. 

; 

If every man were taken at his own 
valuation, there wouldn't be half 
enough halos to go around. 

"Well sah," said Sambo, after be­
ing asked what kind of chickens he 
preferred, "all kinds has de e merits. 
The white ones Is de easiest to nd 
in de dark; but the blue!, ones is de 
easiest to hile after you gets 'em." 


