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Shipping out 
Crew members of the HMCS Oriole prepare for departure early Thursday morning after an 
overnight stay in Gibsons. The Canadian Armed Forces naval sailboat recently returned from a 
third-place finish In a race off the coast of Mexico. Joel Johnstone photo 

Mary Shannon returns to Sechelt 
by Darah Hansen 

Mary Shannon, a 50-year res
ident of the Sunshine Coast, is 
hack where she belongs. 

The 91-year-old Halfmoon 
Bay woman was moved into the 
Shorncliffe intermediate care 
facility in Sechelt on Thursday 
after spending nearly four 
months in a North Vancouver 
facility while waiting placement 
back on the Coast. 

In an interview Thursday 
afternoon, Shannon said she was 
tired out from her move but defi
nitely happy to be back "where I 
belong." 

" I t 's what I prayed and 
dreamed of," she said. 

"I'm never going lo leave the 
Coasl again. This is the place I 
plan to stay and die." 

Shannon is one of several 
seniors who have, over the years, 

been forced off the Sunshine 
Coast because local long-term 
care facilities have not had the 
room to house them. 

Currently the Coast Garibaldi 
Health Unit, of which the Sun
shine Coast is a part, is below the 
provincial average in number of 
long-term beds available per 
1000 people. 

Rob Kolen, administrator of 
both Shorncliffe in Sechelt and 
Kiwanis Village Care Home in 
Gibsons, said both Coast inter
mediate care facilities have made 
application bids for expansion. 

The waiting list for a room in 
either care home is currently an 
average of six-eight months. But 
Kolen estimates that, without an 
approval to expand, within the 
next Iwo years there will he a 
"massive shortage" of beds. 

Kolen said the pressure for 

expansion is coming from 
retirees moving to the Coast at 
age 55-65 and staying beyond 
their capacity to care for them
selves at home. 

"More and more we're not 
seeing the traditional Coasters 
come in here (into intermediate 
care) but those who have lived 
here only 10-15 years." 

Expansions will include up to 
12 new beds for Kiwanis and 10-
20 at Shorncliffe. 

Kolen estimated costs of con
struction lo run around $100,000 
per bed. 

Bill Benbow, a consultant 
wilh ihe Ministry of Health, said 
Friday (April 15), the Coast 
Garibaldi area is listed as a "high 
priority" for funding under to the 
health ministry's five-year capi
tal plan. 

turn to page 2 

Forest renewal 
plan fosters 
mixed reaction 
by Darah Hansen 

Local foresl workers and 
environmentalists alike are 
reacting with hesitation lo a 
long-term forest renewal plan 
announced by Premier Mike 
Harcourt last week. 

"We certainly agree with the 
concept. It's long overdue," said 
local International Woodwork
ers of America (IWA) represen
tative Murray Cantelon in an 
interview Friday (April 15), one 
day after Harcourt's announce
ment. 

"But, like any- _ _ _ _ _ 
thing, it will depend 
on how it is imple
mented." 

Harcourt's For
est Renewal Plan is 
being heralded by 
members of the 
NDP government 
as an "unprecedent
ed partnership" — — 
between forest 
industry workers, 
environmentalists, First Nations, 
communities and government to 
better manage BC's forests. 

Under the plan, an estimated 
$2 billion of new money will be 
pumped into the silviculture 
industry over the next five yean 
to enhance the quality of newly 
planted forests as well as 
reverse put yean of forestry 
neglect and abuse. 

The money, a net increase of 
about $400 million a year, is the 
direct result "of »o increase in 
provincial stumpage fees for the 
harvest of public timber effec
tive May 1,1994. According to 
the premier's office, the money 
will be distributed "fairly" 
throughout the entire province. 

Job creation under the plan in 
areas of forestry other than log
ging is expected to more than 
offset any jobs lost by pending 
provincial initiatives such as 
protected area strategies and 
park designation. 

And while many environ
mental groups active in the 

'It will depend 
on bow it is 

implemented' 
-Murray Cantelon 

province are expressing their 
overall pleasure with what the 
premier has presented, others 
feel it doesn't go far enough to 
protect the forests. 

"We certainly think it 's a 
step in the right direction but 
we're nol as enthused about it as 
some of the more mainstream 
groups," said Paul George of the 
Western Canadian Wilderness 
Committee. 

George said his group's main 
objections range from the 

amount of money 
_____ being funnelled 

into the new initia
tive — they think 
it should be more 
— to the lack of 
specification on 
second growth and 
selection logging 
activities. 

"None of that is 
——— really mentioned," 

said George. 
The group also 

argues the plan does nothing to 
stop "damage" caused by future 
clearcutting. The forest renewal 
plan provides only for the clean
up from harmful forestry prac
tices of the past. 

Meanwhile, silvicultural con
tractors are wondering where 
their business fits into the new 
provincial scheme. 

"Obviously the whole thing 
sounds great from a silvicultural 
point of view (but)..,l've MMI 
no indication whatsoever on 
how this thing is going to be 
implemented," said Tony 
Greenfield, owner of the 
Sechelt-based silvicultural com
pany Whiskeyjack. 

"No where does it say how 
the $400 million is going to be 
spent — whether the major guys 
like M and B (MacMillan 
Bloedel) and Canfor are going 
to be directly on the (govern
ment's) payroll or whether (the 
work) is going to be done by 
contractors." 

Mary Shannon Is back on the Sunshine Coast, determined not to 
leave again. Joel Johnstone photo 

Construction ready to take flight on Rockwood's new wing 
by Don Anderson 

Work on the final phase of 
Ihe Rockwood Centre could 
begin as early as the fall. 

"We could be breaking 
ground as early as the fall, late 
fall or beginning of next year," 
said John Vance, vice-president 
of the centre. 

"After the design elements 
are pulled together, then the job 
is to begin to do the architecture, 
the working drawings and get a 
building permit." 

Vance said the new facility, 
to be built on two acres of land 
above the existing annex, could 
cost as much as Sl .5 million, the 
majority provided through fed

eral and provincial grams. 
The centre has received pre

liminary approval of a grant 
from Community Futures. 

To date, the extent of the 
grant has not been discussed 
although Community Futures is 
able to award a grant of up io 
$800,000 to a single organiza
tion. 

"We would like lo see facili
ties lhat will command the high
est use and be most flexible in 
terms of Ihe activities for Ihe 
Coastal residents," said Vance. 

A three-day design workshop 
directed by Vancouver architect 
Stan King will occupy Ihe cenlre 
starting May 14. 

King was responsible for 
design concepts on False Creek 
and Granville Island in Vancou
ver. 

The workshop is primarily 
for representatives of arts and 
culture-related societies and arl 
gallery curators on the Coast, 
although an invitation has also 
been forwarded to the Sechell 
Indian Band. 

The purpose of including 
these groups is lo find out exact
ly whal their needs are and how 
the new facility should be used. 
Four artists will join King lo 
assist in mapping oul artistically 
whal people perceive the new 

facility should look like. 
"The artists really become a 

conduit for the expression of 
people's ideas so that what is 
being designed reflects the char
acteristics or needs of the groups 
that use Rockwood," Vance 
said. 

"One of (he problems lhat is 
everywhere, virtually with all 
facilities, is they end up being 
inadequate for the people who 
actually use them." 

On May 16,60 students from 
Grades five and six at Sechell 
Elementary will take a walking 
tour of Ihe lands and neighbour
ing properties and sketch oul 
what they believe Ihe facility 

and neighborhood should resem
ble. When ihe workshop has 
concluded, the centre will have 
a variety of "design elements" 
corresponding to the types of 
activities that will be held in the 
new wing. 

The centre and its consultants 
will develop those elements and 
incorporate several of the ideas 
and patterns in the final design 
of the facility. 

The plan will then be pre
sented to the public, either 
ihrough a forum or survey. 

"We will take il to the com
munity rather than the commu
nily always having to come to 
us," Vance said. 

• — - * * - - - * - > • • - - • - • • — • • > • <• ___ > ! • • - ' * ' " " - " - " • • • ' i i l .V ' t * •»••»• * • ^Hfvatomuhfof *.*%* « A * « * M * M » * « * £ 


