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Vander Zalm outlines local options 

Minister ol' Municipal Affairs Bill Vander / a i m listens lo comments aboul restructuring (luring Friday's 
meeling in Sechell. .emu•«.«,,», rimm 

by George Matthews 

Minister of Municipal Affairs Bill Vander Zalm 
and Inspector of Municipalises Chris Woodward 
met Friday with members of both village councils 
and regional board directors in an ef fon to clarify 
the options available for restructuring local govern­
meni. 

Al lhe meeling, held from 2:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m., 
al lhe Driftwood Inn in Sechell, Mr. Woodward ex­
plained whal he referred to as " . . . lhe five obvious 

options" for restrucluring. Taking great care lo 
assure the assembled councillors and directors ihat 
Municipal Affairs would not impose restructuring on 
ihe area, Woodward prefaced his remarks about op­
tions with phrases such as " . . . i f there were to be a 
change", and " . . . i f you were lo consider changing 
lhe governmeni slruclure now in place". 

Mr. Woodward's "opt ions" include: (1) the 
establishment of a single districi municipality from 
Egmont lo Port Mellon fo include all populated areas 
on the Coast; (2) a single district municipality on a 

smaller scale including all populated areas from 
Halfmoon Bay io Porl Mellon excluding the Pender 
Harbour-Egmont area; (3) two district municipalities 
centering around what Woodward referred to as "the 
iwo existing communities of interest", Sechelt and 
Gibsons; (4) a single districi municipality from Half­
moon Bay to Port Mellon excluding lhe two existing 
villages; and (5) replacing the presenl regional district 
wiih a county system similar lo lhal being tried on ihe 
Queen Charlotte Islands. While Woodward clearly 
favoured ihis latter approach, he was quick to point 
out thai legislation designed to create counties does 
not yet exist and may be Iwo to five years off. 

In commenting on option one, the single municipal 
district, Woodward sees the benefits deriving from 
the substantial tax base and the amalgamation of ser­
vices bul cautioned that it was "nol all lhal 
.practical" and ihat "no community of interest is 
represented in this configuration". 

Without being too specific, Woodward and 
Vander Zalm mentioned that "some kind o f gram 
structure" could be established to help lhe area 
through the first Ihree lo five years of restructured 
government. Again, in a cautionary note, Vander 
Zalm added, " N o one would be upsel if you didn'l 
warn to change" (restructure). 

Regional board director David Hunter asked Mr. 
Woodward whal would happen if no changes were 
made and wouldn't that mean no provincial money 
for water and sewers. Mr. Woodward replied thai ii 
was the provincial government's responsibility to 
"make sure the people get the best shake for their 
money" and extending service beyond village boun­
daries means that Ihose areas should be brought 
within village boundaries for both services and taxa­
tion purposes. 

• In discussing the costs of services, Mr. Vander 
Zalm pointed oul that very soon municipalises 
.would be assuming more financial responsibility for 
policing. "Policing will be a regional function sooner 
than you think", said the Minister, adding, "I keep 
putting out the word that this is going to happen 
because I don't want it to come as a surprise." 

Gibsons Mayor Lorraine Goddard told lhe 
meeling lhal what Gibsons warns is Ihe expansion o f 
the present villages imo two districi municipalities. 
She said she believes that when the population densi­
ty of outlying areas reaches a certain level, ihese 
areas should be forced lo join lhe village. 

Sechelt Mayor Bud Koch felt lhal given current 
economic conditions und lhe facl lhal legislation for 
Ihe coumy syslem was nol yel available, things 
should remain lhe same, al leasl umil the coumy ap­
proach becomes available. 

In wrapping up lhe meeting, Minister Vander Zalm 
asked for a consensus of those presenl aboul what lo 
do nexl. He suggested that his ministry would put 
together ihe information required lo study lhe five 
options if (hose present would agree lo authorize a 
public referendum in which the people would have 
lhe opportunity to express their views. 

Asked whelher ihis referendum would include lhe 
option o f remaining lhe same, Vander Zalm replied 
ihat such a question would include the " iwo or three 
mosl viable opt ions", 

There was unanimous support of Mr. Vander 
Zalni's suggestion and he assured his audience that 
Ihere will be iwo or three meetings before a referen­
dum question is presented. 

When asked by the Coast News where the initiative 
for restructuring was coming from, Mr. Woodward 
replied, "From local politicians who had been sug­
gesting restrucluring in Victoria for aboul a year and 
a half,"Area C direcior Charles Lee commented lo 
Mr. Woodward lhal lhe original suggestion came 
from Mr. Lee himself some eighl or nine years ago 
during meetings with Municipal Affairs. Mr. Wood­
ward conceded that in facl Mr. Lee had raised the 
question of restructuring al that time. 

When asked whether the slow down in issuing 
grant money was, in facl, a means o f pressuring local 
governmeni into restructuring, Mr. Woodward 
replied thai the Langdale sewer extension grant being 
held up by the ministry was part of "a province-wide 
problem of a shrinkage of tax money" and it should 
nol be construed as an attempt to force local govern­
ments to restructure. 
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Pending restructuring investigation 

Pender awaits water 

The crew boat taking loggers lo MacNah Creek, Ihe Sandy, sank suddenly Friday nighl al its mooring at the 
Porl Mellon dock. Cause of Ihe mishap was nol immediately known. -vtmPanwiip*iin> 

McKibbin vice-chairman 
Puchalski heads school board 

by Maryannc West 

The December Educational Meeling of ihe School 
Board was held in Pender Harbour Secondary School 
and began with the election of 1982 chairman Bruce 
Puchalski, who was nominated by Trustee Douglas, 
seconded by Trustee Hodgins and elected by ac­
clamation, as was Warren McKibbin to the duly of 
Vice-chairman, nominated by Trustee Douglas, 
seconded by Trustee Lloyd. Superintendent Denley 
proposed a motion of appreciation for the valued ser­
vice of the Iwn trustees who did nol seek re-election, 
! * D . . . . . . . . .sjgren. 

Trustees Puchalski and Douglas who were re­
elected by acclamation last month were sworn in by 
Secretary-Treasurer Mills. The Iwo new trustees, 
Janice Edmonds and Jamie Stephen were attending a 
seminar for new trustees and will be sworn in at the 
December 17th meeting. 

The new Principal of Pender Harbour Secondary, 
Martyn Wilson, introduced his staff to ihe Board. 

Two more fatalities 
At 3:15 in the morning of the 12th of 

December, a motor vehicle accident took the 
lives of two young Pender Harbour residents. 
Dead are 18-year-old Steve Page and iwenty-
year-old Allan Stiglitz of Madeira Park. The 
driver of the car, 19-year-old Stephen Crosby, 
was taken to St. Mary's Hospital where he is 
listed in stable condition. 

Although the accident is slill under investiga­
tion, it appears that Crosby losl control of his 
car while driving northbound on Highway 101 
near the Halfmoon Bay hill. The car went of f 
the road on the left side and hit the face of a 
rock bluff. It is still not known if road condi­
tions, driving speed, or some other factor was 
involved in causing the accident. 

Noting thai Elphinstone staff had adequately 
covered the secondary school curriculum earlier Ihis 
year, Principal Wilson, asked his staff to explain the 
extra curricula services which the school offers 
students. 

In addition to learn sports events, lhe school has an 
expanding work experience programme, outdoor 
education programmes and a continuing education 
programme which helps sludenls decide Iheir future 
careers. 

Bruce Forbes described lhe life skills enterprise, 
Alternate School, Business and Industrial education 
experiences which are available to sludenls, both In 
lhe local community for GradcslO and II and for 
Grade 12 in Sechell and further afield. 

More school board news inside 

Stelck to head 
regional board 

Sechell Representative to lhe regional board, Brian 
Stelck, was named Regional Board Chairman al lhe, 
inaugural meeting of the regional board held on 
Thursday, December 10th. 

Stelck, nominated by Sechell Alderman and direc­
tor for Area C Charles Lee got four voles in lhe elec­
tion to tie outgoing chairman David Hunler, 
nominated by Harry Almond of Area D. 

Hunter declined to let his name stand for any fur­
ther voting and Stelck was named chairman. Hunler 
also refused lo be nominated for the position of vice-
chairman as did Mayor Lorraine Goddard of Gib­
sons. Area E director Jim Gurney was named vice-
chaiman for the coming year. 

Also present at Ihe inaugural meeling were ihe 
alternates for the incoming directors Dick Derby for 
Area E, Jon McRae for Area C, and Alderman Diane 
Strom of Gibsons. 

Municipal Affairs Minister BifT Vander 'Zalrti in­
itiated a series of meetings with representatives of the 
Sunshine Coast elected and unelected on Friday, 
December 11th, with a meeting with the self-
appointed committee from Pender Harbour which 
called itself the Pender Harbour Restructuring In­
vestigation Committee. 

He followed this up on Friday morning with a 
meeling, separately, with the elected trustees of the 
South Pender Harbour Water Districts whose long-
sought agreement to join Ihe regional district water 
system has been put on hold by Victoria pending the 
results of the restructuring investigation. 

Vander Zalm told the representatives from Pender 
Harbour on Friday morning that the purpose of his 
visit was to meet and learn from residents their views 
on local government. 

"We are trying to bring services to the people thai 
are necessary and not to have any more governmeni 
than is necessary." 

The Minister mentioned the county governmeni 
concept which would see the various quasi-
governmental bodies such as the school board, the 
regional board, the hospital board, etc. brought 
under one umbrella so that 'they could priorize more 
effectively monies available to them.' 

Addressing the specific problem of the waler supp­
ly in the South Pender Harbour Water Districi, Mac 
McCutcheon, member o f the Pender committee said: 

"At no time has it been our intention to take over 
the control of the water board. Restructuring for us 
seemed a matter of self-preservation. We did nol 
want to be part of a centralized municipality wiih ils 
centre more than twenty miles away." 

Deputy Minister of Municipal Affairs, Chris 
Woodward, told Ihe Pender delegations thai ai no 
lime had il been a priority of his lo make Pender 
Harbour pari of a district municipality bul also said, 
"We are reluctant to see our funding going Into areas 
without municipal status." 

Newly elected director for the Pender Harbour 
area, Ian Vaughan, said, "This all started because wc 
addressed the water problem and it has been turned 
into this restructuring thing." 

In a separate meeting with the trustees of the South 
Pender Harbour Water Board, Vander Zalm told the 
trustees that the water district and the regional board 
had to decide whether they were going to opt for ma­
jor expansion through upgrading of the waler system 
or whether the main concern was the servicing of pre­
sent residents. 

Deputy Minister Chris Woodward, in cautioning 
the water trustees not to count on 25C dollars even if 
they throw in their lot with the regional district, said 
"Don' t look to Victoria for money". 

The deputy minister said that whal might be under­
way is a staged approach to a small districi 
municipality which might take fifteen years to com­
plete. He said that it might be possible to get grants 
for water systems under a Community Commission 
which would in effect be an elected Area Planning 
Committee. 

Dave Mawe of the South Pender Harbour Water 
Board told the minister that there had been some 
questioning of the credibility of the self-appointed 
Restructuring Investigation Commit tee within 
Pender Harbour. 

"As elected trustees, however, we have an obliga­
tion to protect our taxpayers and if you are going to 
recognize the committee then we have to be on i t ." 

Mawe*'said that the high vote in his water district in 
favour o f joining the regional district water system 
had been taken because it was believed that (he move 
would make funding for the upgrading of the water 
system available through the 25« dollars available to 
the regional district. If such funding was not in facl 
going to be available, he felt ihat it might radically 
change the picture. 
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In 1982 budget 

Gibsons faces 
belt-tightening 

Wiih 1982 budget predictions of SI.85 mill ion, 
Gibsons village hopes to maintain ils services and set 
important priorities without any expected increase in 
revenue over lhe 1981 budget. 

Gibsons provisional budget for 1982 has been 
prepared and will be closely studied by council over 
the nexl few weeks. 

In 1981, wiih expected revenue of $1.85 mil l ion, 
Gibsons found itself with a shortfall $66,000, partly 
due io a lack of expected revenue of $47,000. 

With inflation, trying to hold the spending line at 
$1.85 million again, will require serious juggling. 

Gibsons budget has doubled over the last five 
years, wiih major increases in school, hospital, 
health and fire protection services, from a total o f 
$801,000 in 1977, showing a large jump to $1.75 
million by 1980 and $1.85 million in 1981. 

Recreation has shown ihe biggest increase, both 
through the swimming pool expenditures and other 
recreational services, lo $200,000 spent in 1981, and 
expected expenses of. $230,000 in 1982 compared to 
$900 spenl in 1977. 

General taxation for schools, hospitals, regional 
district fire protection and provincial governmeni 
assessments consume one-third of the village's! total 
revenue and is expected this year to cost $656,000. 
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