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Coast property values soar to new heights 
by Jane Seyd 

Real estate on the Sunshine Coast is 
booming. 

But that message has been received 
with mixed feelings by property owners 
this week as assessment notices arrived 
in the mail. 

Assessed values on the Coast are up 
- way up. For acreage in Roberts 
Creek, values have jumped between 90 
and 95 percent, while acreage values in 
Halfmoon Bay more than doubled in 
some cases. 

Average increases to residential 
property values on the Sunshine Coast 
range from 30 to 65 per cent over the 

Forestry 
guidelines 
audit 
underway 
by Jane Seyd 

Fieldwork for an audit of 15 
eutblocks in the Sunshine 
Coast and Squamish forest 
regions has been completed by 
a contractor hired to look into 
compliance with the province's 
fish/forestry guidelines. 

And while preliminary 
assessments of those blocks -
mostly near Powell River and 
Squamish - are expected soon 
by bolh the Ministry of Forests 
and logging company officials, 
an audit of an additional 10 to 
1.5 eutblocks on the Sechell . 
Peninsula is scheduled when 
enough snow has melted. 

Plans to complete the pro
ject - started by Northwest 
Hydraulics at the end of 
November - were temporarily 
put on hold after snow made il 
impossible for auditors to con
tinue examining the eutblocks. 

"There were quite a few thai 
were 1000 metres or more in 
elevation," says Rick Biller of 
the local Forest Service, "so 
there'll be snow for quite a 
while." 

When completed, the Sun
shine Coast audit will include 
samples of eutblocks from all 
area logging operations. 

The Sunshine Coast is one 
several forest regions, includ
ing the Queen Charlotte 
Islands, the North Coast and 
Squamish, which are in the first 
phase of an expanded audit of 
the fish/forestry guidelines. 

The guidelines set out forest 
practices to be followed around 
several categories of streams, 
which may affect fish habitats. 

An initial audit of 21 cut-
blocks on Vancouver Island 
last summer showed logging 
companies had failed to ade
quately follow the guidelines in 
all cases. 

About 6,000 eutblocks have 
been logged on the BC coast 
since 1988, when the guide
lines were first established. An 
audit is planned for a total of 
aboul five per cent of those, or 
about 290 eutblocks, says Mike 
Brownlee of integrated 
resources in the Ministry of 
Forests. 

Several new measures are 
also being brought in as a result 
of the Vancouver Island audit. 
These include training pro
grams for loggers on forest 
practices which will belter pro
tect fish habitats and more full-
time fisheries officers in Ihe 
south coast region to specifical
ly deal with habitat protection. 

Practices currently set out in 
the guidelines will also be 
incorporated in a new forest 
practices code, which will have 
more authority when it comes 
lo enforcement. "As long as 
they were jusl guidelines, Ihey 
didn't really have the force of 
law," says Brownlee. 

None of the companies 
involved in Ihe Vancouver 
Island audit will be charged 
under the Fisheries Act. 

Boom attributed to growth in commuter, retiree numbers 

last two-year period. Homes in Half
moon Bay and Robeits Creek come in 
at the top end of that scale, while prop
erty in Sechelt increased the least in 
value. 

In most areas, values of acreage and 
waterfront properties increased at a sig
nificantly higher rate than more average 
homes. 

Values of undeveloped land - the 
fastest increasing category of property -

have also doubled in some cases, says 
area assessor Calvin Smythe. 

Meanwhile, most commercial prop
erties in both Gibsons and Sechelt show 
values increased by about 25 to 30 per 
cent, says Smythe, although there are 
some which have doubled. 

All this in a place which not-so-long 
ago most Vancouverites couldn't locate 
on a map to save their faces? Well as 
the census figures already show, that 

situation is rapidly changing. 
Smythe says property values on the 

Sunshine Coast are some of the fastest 
rising in the province. "It's been a very 
desirable area for the past two years and 
the assessments simply follow that," he 
comments. "It's quite a booming mar
ket." 

Smythe attributes the boom to sever
al elements, including increasing num
bers of commuters, recreational proper

ty owners and a growing influx of 
retirees: "All the areas where retirees 
have settled have had some pretty good 
increases in values." In comparison, 
values in the Lower Mainland increased 
an average of 20 to 35 percent 

By now, most property owners will 
have their assessments. Says Smythe, 
"We've had quite a few calls." Asses
sors will be available to answer local 
enquiries this week from Tuesday to 
Thursday, 8 am to 4:30 pm at the gov
ernment agent's office in Sechelt. 
Appeals are also possible, and must he 
filed by Feb. 1. 

turn to page 3 

Coast News sold in deal 
with Whistler Publishing 

An observant reader of Ihe 
Coast News will notice a subtle 
change in this second issue of 
1993. 

The masthead which graces 
the bottom of Page 4 contains 
an alteration in wording to 
reflect a change in ownership 
that came into effect Wednes
day Jan. 6. 

The Coast News and Coasl 
News Weekender are now 
owned by Whistler Printing and 
Publishing Co. Ltd., a sub
sidiary of Westmount Press, 
which owns 10 newspapers in 
BC and Alberta. 

The sale brings to an end 16 
years of ownership by a small 
group of Glassford Press share-

, holders h fNM by John Burn
side, who was both publisher 
and editor of the paper for 10 
years. "I have no plans, lots of 
options," said Burnside, who 
will continue to write his Mus
ings column for the Coast News 
and Coast News Weekender. 

Westmount president Bob 
Doull said the sale resulted from 
discussions and negotiations 
over much of the past year. "It's 
clearly the dominant paper on 
the Coast and the best quality," 
said Doull. 

"What attracted us to the 
Coast News is that it is a writ
ers' newspaper... We produce 
fairly high quality newspapers 
and it just kind of fit." 

There will be no changes at 
the Coast News, which under
went a major redesign 15 
months ago, and the paper will 
continue to be published under 

Coast News publisher Pat Tripp and Whistler Printing and 
Publishing Co. Ltd., president Gary Hebert. 

the Glassford Press name. "Any 
initiatives for change will come 
from within the paper," Doull 
said. 

The advantage for Whistler 
Printing and Publishing will be 
in economies of scale that will 
allow cost savings on such 
things as paper and printing, 
accounting and circulation. "We 
can sell advertising more broad
ly and we have quite a back
ground in magazines," Doull 
said. "We're planning to revive 
Soundings (the Coast News full 
colour tourist guide)." 

Whistler Printing and Pub

lishing president Gary Hebert 
has appointed Pat Tripp, manag
er of the Coast News, as pub
lisher. 

The Whistler branch of 
Westmount also owns the 
Whistler Question, the 
Squamish Chief, begun 20 
months ago from scratch, and 
the Bridge River/Lillooel News. 

Westmount operates the 
Banff Crag and Canyon, Can-
more Leader, Golden Star, 
lnvermere Valley Echo, Jasper 
Booster, Strathmore Standard 
and its most recent acquistion, 
the Revelstoke Times/Review. 

Waterfront policy 
stirs wave of protest 

Cold and clear, the horizons around the Sunshine Coast present 
a variety of visual delights. Joel Johnstone photo 

Sechelt council came under 
fireWednesday for a 1988 
development policy on water
front property that was recently 
put back in force. 

The policy requires a five-
metre corridor between any new 
waterfront property and the 
highwater mark. Members of 
the public asked why recent 
Sechelt developments were 
required to provide the utility 
corridor while others were not. 

Municipal planner Rob 
Buchan said some properties 

escape because of an oversight. 
He said Sechelt had recently 
undergone staff changes, 
including lhe addition of him
self, and the policy had only 
recently been discovered on the 
books. 

A member of the public also 
pointed out that requiring all 
new waterfront homes to pro
vide the corridor would mean 
those properties would not actu
ally be waterfront and their 
respective values would de
crease. 

Sechelt council asked to expedite housing development 
by Stuart Burnside 

Sechell council has been taken to task 
over a perceived reluctance to support 
developmem within the municipality 

At Wednesday's council meeiing, lhe 
treasurer of the Sunshine Coast Real 
Estate Association, Stan Anderson, asked 
council to speed up the process for 
approving subdivision applications and 
said if council didn't act they should be 
prepared for the economic consequences. 

At a recent planning meeting, council
lors expressed concern over the "sudden 
proliferation" of subdivision applications 
within the municipality, saying there 
were too many, too quickly. The applica
tions, if acted on, would create up to 250 
new lots. 

Anderson argued that development 
should be encouraged, not slowed down. 
He said development in Sechelt had all 
bul stagnated adding it was irresponsible 
of council to hold up lhe current applica
tions. He listed Ihe development trends 
since 1989 and pointed lo an ever-
decreasing number of developmem lots, 
which he blamed directly on the actions, 
or lack of action, by council. 

"During the development hiatus in 
Sechelt over Ihe past four years there 
have only been 14 parcels created of any 
description," Anderson said. "In order lo 
have a respectable inventory of home-
sites, a minimum of 400 lots should have 
been created during this time." 

Anderson said development was not 

only important lo people buying or build
ing homes, bul for the overall Coast econ
omy. He quoted statistics thai pul Ihe 
number of construction and development-
related jobs at more than 1,000 and said 
40 per cent of all new business licences 
were granted to building contractors. 

"To put the number of jobs created by 
Ihe construction and development indus
try into perspective," Anderson said, 
"these industries employ the equivalent of 
two Port Mellons." 

At one point Anderson implied the 
lack of development was a direct fault of 
council's foot dragging, and it was affect
ing Ihe work of municipal staff. 

"The (municipal) planning and engi
neering departments of the District of 

Sechelt are doing a tremendous job under 
completely inadequate conditions," 
Anderson said. 

While it is council policy not to com
ment on a delegation presentation on the 
night it is made, Cllr. Peggy Wagner 
defended council's cautious approach. 

"Our concern is not that (developers) 
are going to be building, or that people 
are going lo come here," she said. "Our 
concern is lhat (development within 
Sechelt) be done in an orderly fashion. It 
is a concern as to how we are going to 
provide for the infrastructure, where are 
the parks going to go ... "It isn't just a 
matter of rezoning and letting you people, 
or anybody, just build wherever you have 
land." 


