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Audy and Tnla Maragos were honoured with the key tothe Town of Gnhsons at an’ affecﬂonate
tribute to mark their change in direction after the sale of Andy’s Restaurant recently. The occasion
doubled as an extremely successful fundraiser for Gibsons Walerfront Park (see story below) "

—Elen Fritll pllolo

.- Event doubles as fundralser

25¢ per copy on news stands
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Issue 14

‘A public hearing in the Senior
Citizens’ Hall in Sechelt on

. March 29 clearly showed that

when planning to buy property

" in Sechelt these days, it is best to
) 'first check the zoning.

The hearing was called to

consider the rezoning of the

Sechelt neighbourhood bound
by Trail Avenue, Anchor Road
and Salmon Drive which con-

_ sists entirely of single family

dwelhngs. But, oddly enough,

" the area is zoned R-4, for multi-
- family dwelling use only.

Although there are conflic-

| ting opinions as to why this
. discrepancy exists,
. - seems to be absolutely sure of

nobody

the answer.
The fact that, according to

the zoning laws at least, an
- apartment block could - well
* .+ have been built in among the ex-

isting houses, was brought to
the attention of the Sechelt
planning department when
Roger Frisson of Vancouver
bought an empty lot on Anchor
Road in November, 1988.
Frisson bought the lot
through Terry Brackett of Mit-
ten Realty with the intention of
building a house on it for his
daughter Michelle Alexander,
of Sechelt, His plans were for a
single family dwelling similar to
those around him for which, he
assumed, \the nelghbourhood
was obviotxsly zoned. Brackett
says he assumed the same thing.
Unfortunately, they were
both wrong and Frisson was left
with a lot that was of no value
to him because a single family
dwelling is not allowed to be
built in an area zoned R4,
Stan Anderson of Anderson

- Maragos trlbute'wéll justified

-byl"JIenFrith

- -In a wonderful ‘demonstra-
tion of communal solidarity and
good cheer, Tula and Andy
Maragos, retiring proprietors of
Andy’s Restaurant in Gibsons,
were feted and honoured and
given the gold key to the town
last Saturday night during a

-“rollicking good time had by all.
The celebration was in honour

of the Maragos’ considerable

“contribution to this, an ap-

preclatlve community.
The party, officially called,

. *The-First Annual Fund, Raiser -
- for Gibsons Waterfront Park’
- was: held in the hall at Camp -
Elphinstone in Langdale, and-

gathered " together over 200
friends and acquaintances of

- the Maragos family. Out from

Toronto where he is a radio
news announcer for CBC was
their son Costa, and taking time
off from UBC law exams to
help celebrate was their younger
son, Anastase,

Tula and Andy came to the

“Sunshine Coast from Greece via
a somewhat circuitous route
- ‘through Regina and Kitimat, ar-

riving here in 1974. . So, in
honour of their homeland, and
to make the party an official
Greck one, Ed Hill, MC for the
evening, started it all off by
breaking a plate,

And although Tula and Andy

are to r-e-t-i-r-¢ (a word not to
be uttered in their presence, it
was stressed), this was not an
evening of saying goodbye.
“The Maragos’ are not r-e-t-
t-r-i-n-g,”’ said Hill, ‘““but mere-
ly -changing direction. We are
here to say thank you for their
warmth generosnty and fnend-

“ship.”

The party was intended to be

a ‘roasting’ of Tula and Andy

(while Murray Pezim got his in
‘Varncouver) but included a little

of everything. Up on the.
podium to draw blood were.

Gerry Dixon, Carol Kurucz,
Bernie Mulligan and, rival to

- Andy and Tula at the Omega |
‘Restaurant,
‘nakos. But all speakers had to

Kristine Gian-

admit that they couldn’t really

find' anything derogatory to §

roast either Tula or Andy with
‘and were -left instead with ge-
nuinely warm and funny stories

. gleaned  while sharing  the
:Maragos’ _
friendship. Pezim should be so

_lucky. 1

hospitality and

Gerry-I Dlxon presented Andy

with a pair of pyjamas. “It was ¥
- either that or a trip for two to |

'Iorkey,” he said. = .
‘Costa..and  Anastase also

. leoke in their parent’s honour
and it was the common consen- .
_sus that not only were these two

sons of Tula and Andy very

. good-looking,. (and very ‘single)
~ but they could also work nights
- as stand-up comics. =

‘It is Tula’s most ardent wish,

o :_ apparently, that her boys marry

sooner than later. It was sug-
gested that perhaps more mater-
nal energy could be directed
towards finding them each ‘a
nice - girl’ now that Andy’s

- Restaurant is no longer - their
responsibility.

- For more entertainment,
there was a skit by the Drift-
wood Players organized by Nest
Lewis and one by the Gibsons
Volunteer Fire Department. In
the latter presentation, Graham
Webb’s portrayal of a cigarette-
smoking, television-adjusting,
throwing-money-around Andy

-Maragos was.much.appretiated, . .-

not least of all by Andy himself,
Note must also be made of
the party decorations and floral
arrangements in the hall and of
the food which was catered by

RCMP smash drug rmg

Valentine’. : :

" Buchan sang, ‘Never on Sun--

- day” and, since they performed -
later on in the evening, Andy, -
Anastase and Costa were. per-.-
suaded to dance Greek-style'ﬂ-:l

7o another and ~the ensuing

.strength it brings reaches out

spoke. ‘briefly-and. : pmented’“m%aﬂ&" embraces all:those around

* Tula and Andy with a plaque of* <~them.

Emma Upe. and staff at th_e- _

YMCA. It was all excellent. -

And there was music, World

renowned pianist and xylophon-

ist, Elmer Gill, a long-time
friend of the Maragos’, played
.~ some tunes which included An-
‘My Funny'
Iris. and Rob -
" recipients of the honours

dy’s favourite,

while everybody clapped.
Gibsons Mayor Diane Strom

the key to the Town of Gibsons.

1 have given many cardboard'

keys away in fun,”” -shé¢ said,
““but this was the first time I’ve

- ever given a real one.”
~ The dinner, at $30 a person,

raised over $3000 for the yet un-
named Gibsons - Waterfront
Park. The money will be held in
trust until a theme for the park
is developed.

The Maragos’ are worthy

bestowed 'upon them last Satur-

love’ and support for one

There is little doubt but that

 the Maragos® have enriched the

lives of those they have come
across and befriended as well as

Glbsons-Thalland

The RCMP Drug Enforce-

- ment Branch, Vancouver, last

week wrapped up a major
-15-month international drug in-
vestigation which involved
drug-related offences in Gib-
sons as well as in Montreal and
Thailand. :

Three men died durmg the
major investigation, tw
members of the alleged drug
ring, including one in Gibsons
and one in Montreal, and an
RCMP officer died in the line of
duty in Thailand.

Cpl. Derek Flanagan was kill-
ed in Thailand when he was
reported to have fallen from a

truck during a struggle with a

drug smuggler.
Alleged drug ring member
Daryoush Delfanie of Montreal

two

died when shot by an unknown

assailant in Montreal and a

58-year old Gibsons resident has
been charged in connection with
the death of Claude Joseph
Dupuis, age 58. All three deaths
were related to the drug in-

vestigation which was known as .

Operation Deception,

" Spearheading the Gibsons

section of the international in-

“vestigation was an undercover

RCMP officer known locally as
Glen Barry who, as his cover,
operated fishing charter boat
the M. V. Misty.

Around Gibsons Wharf the
so-called Barry was said to be a
very good guide and fisherman
who went out of his way to pro-
vide a first class charter service,

taking customers out again if
they didn’t catch fish,

In retrospect, locals remem- |

ber that there were times when
the M.V, Misty was not
available for charter when its
operator said he couldn’t book
because he didn’t know what he
would be doing.

. On one occasion he had to go
to Japan for a few days and

once cracked: ‘“Me married?”’

in response to a. question.
“Who 'would put up with my
lifestyle?”

In all, 33 people were charged
as a result of the investigation
with 72 charges being laid.
Eleven residents of Gibsons
were charged and face a total of
23 drug related charges.

day night. They are that rare-
: thing these days, a family whose

the community as a whole. But
the success of the evening, and
it really was a success for it
celebrated the appreciation and
respect a community can have
for some of its citizens without
once resorting to maudlin senti-
ment, was also a testament to
the community itself.

In celebrating with the
Maragos family, the people of
Gibsons did themselves proud.
They demonstrated a genuine

- wit, warmth, good will and a
~ sheer generosity of spirit long

thought to have dnsappmred

forever, . .

The staff of the Cosst News

-joins with the rest of the com-

munity in wishing Tula and An-
dy Maragos the very best on
their r-e-t-i-r-e-m-e-n-t. '

B Zoning discrepancies
are inexplicable

Realty claims the zoning of the
neighbourhood was changed in
1981 from R-1 (single family

dwelling) to what it is now

because he wanted it changed.

““We (Pebbles Holdings Co.)

paid the district 2 zoning fee of

$100 to change it from R-I to

R4 cight years ago,”” he says,
“When they adopted the pre-
sent zoning bylaw in December,
1987, they just kept it that
way.”’

Anderson owned 113 lots in
the Village of Sechelt. After
many were sold off, for single
family dwellings, he was left
with four lots in the contested
area that were too steep to sup-
port the building of a single
house on each.

His plans were, therefore, to
combine these four lots with
others that he owned next to

them and to create, all together, -

a parcel of land extending to
Neptune Street. On this he
would build condominiums.

“‘Our purpose in originally
seeking the existing zoning,”
Anderson says, ““was to create
approximately 60 units in four
clusters of 15 units each. To
create an example of density,
the Royal Terraces has 40 units
and comprises less -than one
acre. Our site has four acres and
proposes 60 units.”’

Rob Sabine, Sechelt muni-
cipal planner ' disagrees with
Anderson saying that the rezon-
ing in 1981 affected only Ander-
son’s lots along Salmon Drive
and not those in the oontested
area at all.

41 don’t know why most of
those lots are zoned R<4,” .
- Sabine says. ‘It may have been
Justan ‘error-in, outlining -the

map. Until we find the original

1981 bylaw wewon’t know for . -

sure,”
Please turn to page ‘7

Mayor reports

Restructuring was not discussed by Gibsons council at the
March 28 committee-of-the-whole meeting but Gibsons.
Mayor Diane Strom did answer a question from the press on,
her recent meeting in Victoria with Minister of Municipal Af-

fairs Rita Johnston.

“My specific reason for going to Victoria,”
‘“‘was to ask the minister if she would allow us, out of con-

Strom said,

sideration of .fairness, to hold a referendum in Areas Eand F
separately from the one in Gibsons. The Municipal Act calls
for a single vote, but the minister said we could be accom-

modat

Pénder chamber

Anyone with an interest in improving the community,
whether a taxpayer or a businessperson, is urged to attend a
meeting at Pender Harbour Senior Secondary on April § at
7:30 pm, to plan and organize the re-establishment of the
Pender Harbour and Egmont Chamber of Commerce.

The chamber, although never offi clally disbanded, hasn’t
met in over five years, but recent moving and shakmg by

- several unconnected groups has led to this coming Wednes-
day’s meeting, where directors will encourage community in-
volvement and look for new people t0 take over offices.

The Chamber of Commerce will focus on the general im-
provement of the area, including community beautification,
economic well-being, and services to residents.

= OANKING .

They’re oﬂ’ and nnming in !he 12th annpsl mnning of the April Fool’s: Dny Run
from Gibsons to Sechelt. Despite truly miserable conditions this year 53 participants -
showed up at the startlllg line, 36 indivldual mnners and 17 runners making np five

relay teams. The winner of the Coast News Challenge Cup this year was Jim Verster
of North Vancouver. Verster also won the cap last year. Next week we will have 2
complele list of participants and trophy winners.

—Vem Ellioit photo -
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