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Locals react 

Premier sets eme 
of decentralization 

by Joel Johnstone 

Sechelt Alderman Ken Short and Alderman Joyce Kolibas (centre left and right) shared the spotlight 
briefly with Premier Bill Vander Zalm (front left) at the 84th Annual UBCM Convention held at the 
Hyatt Regency Hotel in Vancouver last week. —Joel Johnstone photo 

A wave of civil servants mov­
ing into municipalities all over 
the province bringing govern­
ment to the people for the peo­
ple. 

That was the theme of 
•' Premier Bill Vander Zalm's 

speech to the Union of British 
. Columbian Municipalities 

Thursday, September 24, when 
; he announced restructuring Vic-
. toria's power-base into eight 

regional zones spread 
. throughout the province. 

"British Columbians," he 
says, "want fairness and equali-

; ty of treatment...we must aban-
."; don the idea that bigger cen­

tralized government is better 
7 and that British Columbia can 
:• be ruled from South Vancouver 
.:."• Island." 
-- % The plan, he says, will 

establish eight development 
regions eaclr consisting of a 
grouping of regional districts to 
be supervised by a cabinet 
minister with parliamentary 
secretarial support and be fully 
responsible for economic 
development and provincial ser­
vices in their area. Each region 
will get $1 million dollars in 
start-up capital. • 

Critics among the 1500 
delegates, consisting of mayors, 
aldermen, and administrators 
from all over B.C., were few 
and far between the cautious 
reactions of most UBCM 
members. 

But Gibsons Mayor Diane 
7 Strom and Sechelt Mayor Bud 
Y JKoch appear to agree this plan 

- £-*%iil bring access to gdvernment 
' closer to home. 

Y Koch says "It depends on 
how the infrastructure here is 
set up with regards to most pro­
vincial services." 

For this region, the Sunshine 
Coast, "It's very difficult, for 
Victoria to see what's going on 
in economic development and 
social programs from that 
distance. Mind you there's a lot 
of things to consider...the fine 
print isn't available yet btlt it 
seems the right way to go. 

Mayors agree 

Convention well worthwhile 
by Joel Johnstone 

Showing the strain of having 
too many issues to deal with at 
once, Gibson's Mayor Diane 
Strom still says last week's con­
vention was well worth the trou­
ble. . 

The mayor was involved in a 
car accident on the way from 
Horseshoe Bay to the 84th An­
nual Union of British Colum­
bia Municipalities Convention 
at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in 
Vancouver. 

No-one was injured in the 
mishap, but it was difficult, she 
says, because in between 
seminars she was trying to settle 
affairs with the Insurance Cor­
poration of British Columbia. 

Councils from both Gibsons 
and Sechelt attended the con­
vention. 

Strom says "It's been good. 
"We each go into different 

workshops split into groups so 
more events can be attended." 

But "it's difficult to give an 
overview til we all have gone 
over it together," she says of the 
four and a half day program. 

Dan Cummings, president of 
the UBCM and chairman of the 
Squamish-Lillooet Regional 
District, says "The theme this 
year of decentralization appears 
to be one members have receiv­
ed with enthusiasm. The time 
has come," he says, referring to 
Premier Bill Vander Zalm's 
challenge from last year's con­
vention for delegates to consider 
ways and means for providing 
decentralization with a system. 

Specific proposals were given 

consideration at last January's 
Premier's Conference. 

"The speakers this year," 
says Cummings, " were ex­
cellent'. We never had a bigger 
turn out of cabinet ministers 
and members of the legislative 
assembly before." 

One of the highlights for him, 
Cummings says, was a presenta­
tion by John Seel, a senior 
associate with the Naisbitt 
Group. 

Naisbitt, named after 
Megatrends author James 
Naisbitt, is an international 
research and consulting firm 

dealing with social, political, 
economic and technological 
trends. 

Seel spoke on the theme of 
decentralization as being one of 
ten changes outlined in 
Megatrends that are restructur­
ing society. 

He told delegates the move by 
industries away from blue 
collar workforces into more 
knowledge-intensive areas is the 
process of the future and B.C. is 
a not only a part of that process 
but is seeing it develop already. 

Sechelt Mayor Bud Koch says 
"The convention each year gets 

Locals girls win 
Two young ladies from Gibsons distinguished themselves 

last weekend during the running of the 12th Annual Women's 
10K Seawall Race in Vancouver. 

Seventeen-year old Jennifer Earwaker, who earlier this 
year was crowned Miss Gibsons during the 1987 Sea 
Cavalcade, was the first place finisher in the high school por­
tion of the event. Jennifer finished in a time of 46 minutes, 
four seconds. 

Even more remarkable was the performance of Zoe 
Mackenzie, aged 12, who won the elementary school portion 
of the event in a remarkable time of 46 minutes, five seconds. 

Both Jennifer and Zoe belong to the newly-formed Sun­
shine Coast Athletics Club specializing in track and field and 
cross-country. Anyone who would like more information on 
the club should phone Joan Fox at 886-3846. 

Library legacy 
A total of $14,400 in Expo Legacy funds has now been 

provided for the expansion of the Roberts Creek Public 
Library, Provincial Secretary Elwood Veitch and Mackenzie 
MLA Harold Long said today. 

Veitch, minister responsible for the fund, said the last of 
three installments of $4,800 has been sent to the Sunshine 
Coast community 

more and more informative. Of 
all the ones we've been to this 
has been the most informative. 
If it's information or data 
you're looking for that's where 
you will get it." 

Koch says he was particularly 
interested in the UBCM's deci­
sion to go ahead with its plans 
to have its own insurance and 
liablity established as opposed 
to having municipalities go 
through private agencies. 

Also, he says, liqour controls 
have been restructured to allow 
municipalities to regulate licenc­
ing for entertainment functions 
within their own boundaries in­
stead of having to go through 
other branches of government. 

Of the many topics discussed 
at the convention some of the 
highlights were: 
•An address by Municipal Af­
fairs Minister Rita Johnson. 
•Federal Tax Policy Impacts on 
Local Government. 
•The New Police Act. 
•Deregulation of Natural Gas. 
•Indian Act Amendments and 
Taxation of Leased Lands. 
•An address by Opposition 
Leader Michael Harcourt, 
MLA. 
•Decentralization: A National 
Perspective. 
•An address by Premier 
William N. Vander Zalm. 
•Decentralization workshops, 
which included emergency plan­
ning programs, capitalizing on 
heritage, and the Canada 
Assistance Plan. 
•The election of a new president 
and executives to the UBCM. 

"Direct access to govern­
ment," he says, "That's what 
it's all about." 

Strom says "The first thing 
that comes to mind is it's going 
to make ministers more 
available to us. I can see that as 
a definite advantage. 

"By the look of the regions 
we'll be in the lower mainland. I 
can see that as an advantage not 
a disadvantage. 

"I guess if you look at it 
demographically that's the way 
it should be," she says of hav­
ing the Sunshine Coast incor­
porated into Zone Two, the 
most concentrated of all eight 
regions constituting nearly 60 
per cent of B.C.'s entire popula­
tion. 

Vander Zalm, in his speech, 
said the process was already 
underway, but didn't give 
details or specific examples as to 
how far along it is. 

But when it does happen, 
Maurice Egan, Sunshine Coast 
Regional District board member 
and Director of the Economic 
Development Commission, says 
"We would just be lost. 

"I think the size of the pro­
posed zone (two) is unworkable. 

"Their interests and ours are 
so different. You would have to 
deal with a regional operation 
which also includes nearly 20 
other regions...our voice would 
not be heard. , 

"All I know knowing what I 
do is the size of this region over 
whelms me. 

Egan says the Sunshine Coast 
from Port Mellon to Egmont is 
a workable unit. Being about 75 
per cent of the sizdof a province 
like Prince Edward Island, 

where they have city councils, 
municipal, provincial, senate, 
and House of commons 
representation, the Coast itself 
has been doing well with the 
way centralized government has 
been working in the past. 

"We're almost as big as PEL 
I see this area as a well con­
structed unit," he says. But with 
the onset of regional "states" 
there will be a lot of competi­
tion for available monies to 
fund projects for economic 
development. 

In relation to the present 
SCRD "People think a 
$150,000 budget is a lot of 
money. It's not much in Van­
couver, which is also looking at 
areas outside Canada to develop 
all the time. We're minor 
league. We're the farm team. 

"Some things work well 
when they're too big but some 
don't. I can't see this (zoning) as 
being beneficial." 

SCRD Chairman Jim Gurney 
chose not to comment on the 
issue because, he says, anything 
he says with respect to issues 
later comes back to haunt him 
through the editorial page of the 
Coast News. 

With regards to the SCRD, 
Koch says "It's far too early to 
make a reasonable judgement 
and I certainly couldn't finalize 
what the bottom line will be," 
but believes this . direction in 
government presented by 
Vander Zalm will cause the 
SCRD to "have to broaden its 
horizons. 

"There's no doubt this 
regional district will have to 
dance-to the beat £>f a different 
drummer." 

Peace Films 
The Sunshine Coast Peace Committee and Continuing 

Education present two National Film Board Films for free 
public viewing at 7:30 pm at Roberts Creek School Library 
next Monday, October 5. 

A Writer in the Nuclear Age features Canadian novelist 
Margaret Laurence and Nuclear Addiction features Sister 
Rosalie Bertell, 

Members of the public are invited to stay afterwards for 
the regular monthly meeting of the Peace Committee. 

MLA Emery Barnes was in his usual fine form when he addressed, 
along with MP Ray Skelly, a meeting of the Peninsula Centre NDP 
Club in Sechelt last Saturday. See Page 4 for story. —Ken Collins photo 
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Disquieting 
It is, of course, too early to assess the plans unveiled by 

Premier Vander Zalm for the decentralization of power in­
to eight economic regions. It is too early and it is also true 
that the details so far given are too sketchy for any ade­
quate assessment to be made. 

It is not, however, too early to note that there are some 
disquieting aspects to the premier's methods of presenting 
his bold new schemes. 

In the first place, it is announced without any prior con­
sultation with the people it will most affect. Of course, the 
elected officials have the right to make decisions but this 
government and its predecessor are continually under­
estimating the effects of anxiety and uncertainly on the 
economic life of our province. 

What is consistently underestimated by present provin­
cial government and the government of Premier Bill Ben­
nett is the contribution made to economic health by the 
willingness of contented and secure people to spend their 
money. 

This is still a consumer society and it simply does not 
make sense to alarm major sections of society with sweep­
ing changes which are announced before details are work­
ed out and before any consultation has taken place with 
those most nearly affected. 

The second aspect which caused unease is that there is in 
the proposed appointment of a cabinet minister to oversee 
each economic region the possibility that while the 
bureaucracy, for good or ill, is being decentralized, the ac­
tual decision-making may be more centralized than ever 
with locally elected officals being overruled by the 
economic czar of their region backed with provincial 
cabinet's powers. 

What may come of all this may not yet be determined 
but it is sure that in visiting still more insecurity on the 
beleaguered employees of the provincial government some 
short-term damage has already been done. 

A tribute 
There appears elsewhere in these pages a tribute in the 

form of a paid advertisement to a fine gentleman whose 
80th birthday coincides with the date of this newspaper. 

The tribute is to Don Cruikshank who for many years 
has been the quintessential good neighbour to many 
longtime residents and newcomers alike along Gower 
Point Road: It was created and paid for by a newcomer 
who appreciated Don's unfailing neighbourliness and 
friendliness. 

The Coast News has good reason for paying special 
tribute to Don Cruikshank. We may be forgiven on this 
occasion for breaking confidence and revealing that the 
DeeCee who for several years enlivened the pages of this 
journal with literate, witty, and honest account of one 
man's adventurings, throughout Canada and around the 
world for much of the first half century was none other 
than this self-same Mr. Cruikshank. Who does not 
remember hisRamUings of a ̂ Rj^^ fondly?-, i^-» y • ^ 

'""*We arfe pridtiffbTiDori^C^^ ' 
pleased to be part of those who salute him on the occasion 
of his 80th birthday. ML. 77 

from the files of the COAST NEWS 

5 YEARS AGO 
Sechelt Alderman, Robert Allen, says the UBCM con­

ference was 'disappointing' in that few government 
ministers, or their assistants, were available for 
meetings. He was particularly interested in speaking 
with B.C. Ferry officials and the provincial secretary's of­
fice, but none of these people came forward. 

The Sechelt Indian Band delegation returns from a 
successful round of Ottawa meetings, optimistic that the 
machinery is set in motion which will lead to the attain­
ment of self-government. 

Gibsons and District Chamber of Commerce dis­
cusses the proposed Revitalization Plan for Lower Gib­
sons and unanimously votes to support it. 

10 YEARS AGO 
An oil spill at Port Mellon was successfully and quickly 

cleaned up. 
Sechelt Council decides to rely on regional planning 

services rather than undertake the financial burden of a 
village planner. 

20 YEARS AGO 
A change of official name from Gibsons Landing to 

Gibsons will be the subject of a referendum during 
municipal elections this year. 

A tomato weighing on» and three-quarter pounds has 
been grown by Mrs. B.C. Palmer of Roberts Creek. The 
tomato measured six inches across. 

30 YEARS AGO 
With a new wing completed, Elphinstone now finds its 

total enrolment at 415, an increase of 71 over last year. 
Hackett Park in Sechelt will shortly become a village-

owned park. The property is now in the process of being 
transferred to the village from Union Steamships. 

40 YEARS AGO 
Johnny MacDonald takes his Oldsmobile for a spin 

and ends up at the end of the road at Irvines Landing. It 
was the first time Johnny and his car had made the trip. 
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morning 
There was no question that it 

was a morning in fall. 
Oh, it was still warm enough 

to take a late breakfast in the 
sunshine. But the red of the 
vine-fresh tomato on my open-
face, toasted bacon, egg and 
tomato sandwich was matched 
by the red of the last tomatoes 
ripening on the vine beside the 
lawn chair and beside the sand­
wich was a ripe pear which I'd 
picked up on my way out of the 
house where it had just fallen 
from the gallant old pear tree in 
the yard. ; 

There was still the remnants 
of a heavy dew which miracu­
lously reappears in such golden 

; mornings iri: late September and 
' bff in the distance in the Gulf of 

Georgia there was the shifting 
remnants of a morning /fog 
silvering in the rising sun. 

The two cats approved my 
sunlit location and thoughtfully 
joined me for some quiet con­
templation. 

It was such a time as moves 
one to give thanks for the 
privilege of being. 

It was unmistakably fall and 
the seasons and its fruits were 
ripening beautifully. 

I do not know what the cats 
were contemplating but such 
was the silver peace of the mor­
ning that I found myself think­
ing of peace while chewing on 
my sandwich. 

I thought about the people 

who were writing letters to the 
papers decrying the school 
board for introducing a peace 
curriculum. As I understand it, 
this is not the presentation of 
any particular philosophy, but 
rather some practical education 
on means of resolving dif­
ferences without conflict. 

Briefly and wryly, I allowed 
myself to remember the mean-
minded bickering that charac­
terizes much of public affairs on 
the Sunshine Coast and 
wondered who could object to 
beginning a process aimed at 
teaching the skills of non­
belligerent conflict resolution. 

I thought of the recent pro­
gress made, not great but the 
first meaningful in some years, 
in nuclear arms reduction and 
was pleased. But I remembered 
too the awesome arsenals still in 
place with computerized and 
fallible operational systerhs. 

Even on a morning of such 
serenity as this one could not 
forget that the life of this 
beautiful planet hangs yet by a 
most precarious thread. But 
then the life of the individual 
always hangs by such a thread. 
Mortality is a constant compa­
nion and there is no better time 
for facing that knowledge than 
in the fall. 

In the garden patch beside me 
the harvesting of the potatoes 
was only half complete and 
some were exposed by the 

garden fork where work had 
stopped. 

If unmistakably the year was 
moving through its cycle, it was 
nonetheless a time of gentleness 
and generosity as the earth gave 
of its bounty. Fall is the time for 
giving thanks and it is as ap­
propriate over a morning 
toasted bacon, tomato and egg 
sandwich as it will be in a week 
or two over the traditional 
turkey dinner. 

Perhaps it is a good time to 
reflect that the peace that one 
seeks is not that individual mor­

tality can be staved off; not a 
hankering born of fear for 
oneself; but a longing that this 
brawling and curious and ac­
quisitive species of ours should 
have the time to ripen in its turn 
and come to a state of being 
which is as serenely peaceful 
and bountiful in its blessings as 
this morning in September. 

I finished my sandwich and 
the cats, sensing in this benign 
mood the likelihood of a saucer 
of milk, accompanied me back 
into the house. I saved the pear 
for later. 

Season of mists and mellow fruit fulness. 
Close bosom-friend of the maturing sun; ... 

Conspiring with him how to load and bless 
With fruit the vines that round the thatch-eaves run; 

To bend with apples the mossed cottage-trees, 
And fill all fruit with ripeness to the core; 

To swell the gourd, and plump the hazel shells 
With a sweet kernel; to set budding more. 

And still more, later flowers for the bees. 
Until they think warm days will never cease. 

For Summer has o 'er-brimmed their clammy cells. 
Where are the songs of Spring? Ay, where are they? 

Think not of them, thou has thy music too,— 
While barred clouds bloom the soft-dying day. 

And touch the stubble-plains with rosy hue; 
Then in a wailful choir, the small gnats mourn 
Among the river shallows, borne aloft 

Or sinking as the light wind lives or dies; 
And full-grown lambs loud bleat from hilly bourn; 
Hedge-crickets sing; and now with treble soft 
The redbreast whistles from a garden-croft, 

And gathering swallows twitter in the skies. 

From another perspective John Keats 

The manufacture of consent 
by Peter Prongos 

Welcome to the first column 
of 'From Another Perspective' 
that will appear frequently in 
the Coast News. 

The primary focus of these 
essays will be political; not in 
the sense of parties, but in the 
wider sense of the issues that, 
for better or worse, affect our 
daily lives. 

The net will be cast wide: 
peace and security; capitalism 
and socialism; the individual 
and society; the State and the 
media, are some of the topics 
that will be discussed here in the 
weeks and months to come. 

Because 'the personal is 
political' (and vice versa), ques­
tions in such areas as feminism, 
sexuality, and the changing role 
of the family will be addressed. 

As the title of this series is 
meant to suggest, I will try to 
widen the discussion of these 
issues beyond what is usually 
found in the media. The reasons 
for this approach are threefold. 

First, as citizens we need in­
formation to make judgements 
and decisions. Everything else 
being equal, an increase in our 
knowledge should be beneficial. 
There is much truth in the say­
ing, 'Knowledge is Power'. 

Secondly, we rely to a very 
large extent on the mass media 
for our knowledge of the world 
and of our own society. Televi­
sion and newspapers are the 
most important 'shapers' of 
public opinion in North 
America precisely because we 
get most of our information 

from these sources. 
Finally, there is, I believe, on­

ly a very narrow spectrum of 
political debate that can be 
found in the major media. Like 
the rest of us, editors and 
reports have their own biases, a 
fact which is usually not made 
clear. A lack of expertise on the 
part of media people is another 
limitation, since they cannot be 
well-informed about everything 
(although they often strive to 
create just such an impression). 

The root of the problem is, 
however, political, in that most 
major newspapers, television 
stations, magazines and radio 
stations, serve our economic 
and political elites. Indeed, 
these elites usually own the 
largest and most influential 
media. It should not, therefore, 
be terribly surprising if the 
media tended to reflect the posi­
tions of their owners. 

These problems will be dealt 
with in more detail in later col­
umns. At this point, let us brief­
ly examine one of the more bla­
tant examples of how the media 
distorts our understanding of a 
crucial issue: Nicaragua. 

The first point to note is that 
most of the coverage of 
Nicaragua comes from United 
States sources. The United 
States government is hardly 
neutral on this matter, and is 
waging a massive disinforma­
t ion campaign against 
Nicaragua. We should expect 
that there might be a bias in 
much of the reporting from the 
States, and that this perspective 
would naturally affect the 

outlook of many Canadians. 
Since few of us have the op­

portunity to do our own in­
vestigation, much less to go to 
Nicaragua ourselves, we are 
dependent to a large extent on 
what we are told on television or 
read in magazines. A recent 
study demonstrated how nar­
row are the limits of established 
opinion. 

The two most influential 
newspapers in the United States 
are probably the New York 
Times and the Washington 
Post. In the first three months 
of 1986, they ran 85 pieces on 
Nicaragua by columnists and in­
vited contributors. Opinions on 
the Sandinista government of 
Nicaragua ran from harshly 
critical (virtually all) to critical 
but more conditionally so; thus 
100 percent uniformity was 
maintained. 

Not a single voice was allow­
ed to differ. The only debate 
was about how much force 
Washington should use to im­
pose its will on this tiny country. 
And these papers are considered 
liberal! 

This pattern holds for most 
major media. Thus, we rarely, 
if ever, learn of the reality of the 
Sandinista revolution: the land 
reform program which distri­
buted millions of acres to 
formerly landless peasants; the 
advances in medical care which 
reduced infant mortality by a 
third; the 1984 elections, which 
were judged by amost all 
Western observers as being free 
and democratic; the abolition of 
the death penalty; the advance 

in the rights of women; the suc­
cess of the Literacy campaign, 
and so on. 

Instead, the media seem to^ 
have convinced most North. 
Americans that Nicaragua is the • 
'communist dungeon' the 
Reagan regime claims it to be.. 
Yet, it's a strange kind of 'com­
munist dictatorship' that has, 
fair elections, Catholic priests, 
serving as ministers in the 
government, dozens of indepen­
dent radio stat ions and 
periodicals, and where 60 per­
cent of the economy is in the' 
private sector. 

Noam Chomsky argues that 
because people in the Soviet 
Union know that their press 
often lies, they tend to be skep­
tical of the offical Party Line. 
Moreover, Soviet citizens know 
that the price of dissent can be. 
very, very high (at least before.' 
Gorbachev). 

In North America, on the^ 
other hand, the existence of> 
debate in the media obscures the';" 
very narrow limits within which. J. 
these discussions take placed 
Rather than relying on the crude:? 
threat of State power, our elites ii 
can usually depend on theij 
media to help maintain the;> 
status quo by the 'manufacture:': 
of consent'. (While Canadians:^ 
do exhibit a wider spectrum of.;' 
political thought than found in:t^ 
the United States, it is still ex- :j 
tremely restricted). A 

In this column, I hope to •:« 
begin the task of critically ex- :] 
amining the myths that keep !« 
most of us misinformed and :* 
powerless. :" 
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'Editor: 
| The government is about to 
•announce details of their plans 
;to privatize large portions of the 
;public sector. Crown corpora­
tions and other government 
^operations are to be sold or con-
"tracted out. This is being pro­
moted as the answer to our 
•economic problems. 
•; Five years ago, in 1983, the 
;'Restraint Program' was laun­
ched with similar promises of 
^economic recovery. We were 
told that if we cut government 
•spending, everything would be 
;well again. Massive cuts in 
"health care, education and 
•social services followed and still 

7;continue. Thousands of public 
^employees lost their jobs, swell-
ting the ranks of the many 
already unemployed. 

- Government spending, how-
•ever, did not go down. The 
•funds cut from social programs 
; were spent on mega projects like 
.the Coquihalla highway, still in 
full swing. On this project, the 
government had no difficulty 
•paying contractors like Bill 
Kerkhoff ten million dollars for 
a job he had bid at five million, 
altogether paying out at least 
250 million in cost overruns 
alone. But, at this very moment, 
two million cannot be found to 
prevent bed closures in 
Childrens' Hospital. 

The same free enterprise 
government that gave us re­
straint is now going to give us 
privatization. Profitable parts 
of the government operations 

will be sold to their friends in 
the private sector. An example 
is the sale of the magazine, 
Beautiful British Columbia, to 
Jimmy Pattison at a very 
modest price. Other operations 
will be contracted out. In this 
case, instead of paying govern­
ment employees directly to do 
the job, the taxpayers' money 
goes to a contractor, who, in 
order to keep as much as possi­
ble for himself, will pay the 
lowest wages and provide the 
least service. Bill 19 is intended 
to make this possible by elim­
inating union protection for 
jobs that get privatized or con­
tracted out. 

Asked about the poor and 
unemployed that resulted from 
Margaret Thatcher's privatiza­
tion, Stephen Rogers, the multi­
millionaire Cabinet Minister, 
dismissed those as "the poor 
white trash" of society. 

Like restraint, privatization is 
essentially another scheme of 
transferring public resources in­
to private hands. This is not the 
answer to unemployment and 
increasing poverty. What is 
needed is an expansion of the 
public sector to provide more 
jobs in education and health 
care and expand public owner­
ship in order to diversify the 
economy into secondary 
manufacturing, something the 
private sector has failed to do. 

Let's not jump on the band­
wagon of privatization, it's go­
ing iri the wrong direction. 

Hans Penner 

Dog by- law protest 
Editor: 

The Regional Directors of the 
Sunshine Coast are trying to 
sneak through a by-law on dog 
and cat control, in spite of a re­
cent plebiscite decisively rejec­
ting it. 

These guys have decided, in 
their arrogance, that they are 
going to have their little empire 
anyway and to hell with what 
the people say. 

Strict animal control in rural. 
areas simply does not work.' 
Because of the large areas in­
volved, it is far too expensive to 
justify the meager benefits. 

Instead, a system in which 
only dangerous or nuisance 
dogs are picked up is much 
cheaper and accomplishes the 
desired results. But the directors 
intend to go first class and in­
stitute a system of regular 
patrols, grabbing every animal 
they see. 

When a politician starts em­
pire building, he doesn't care if 
the system makes sense or how 

much it costs, he is only in­
terested in enhancing his per­
sonal glory. 

The system they propose 
doesn't even deal with dang­
erous dogs. So if some creep 
wants to train his pit bull to kill 
the neighbourhood kids, that's 
ok, but God help you if you let 
old Rover lie at the end of your 
driveway watching the world go 
by. 

These regional directors are 
getting quite .a reputation for 
their big spending ways, with 
doubling their salaries after the 
last election, and the cute ways 
they devised to get the tax 
payers to pay for their res­
taurant meals. 

Chairman Jim Gurney seems 
to be the worst offender. It's 
time these little Napoleons were 
cut down to size. 

I suggest the directors get a 
grip on how they spend our 
money. We are fed up with 
these eternal tax increases. 

Bruce Buvyer 

Voting intent ion 
Editor: 

Our Social Credit govern­
ment has now informed us that 
small, ill children are to be shuf­
fled around our province or to 
hospitals in other provinces 
because of a 2.7 million dollar 
budgetary shortfall at Chil­
drens' Hospital in Vancouver. 

This is happening after what 
would appear to be the in­
competent squandering by the 
Socreds of hundreds of millions 
of tax dollars on the 'fast track­
ing' of the Coquihalla highway. v 
This should be the turning point 
for any intelligent voter. 

I look forward to the next 
provincial election with eager 
anticipation. I am confident 

that this cold-hearted bungling 
government will cause many 
good candidates to stand for of­
fice and oppose it in the next 
election and I will definitely 
vote against the Socred Party 
with a joyous vengeance. 

With the next election let's 
vote for a government with 
compassion for the unfortunate 
and a businesslike ability to run 
this province, two virtues that 
the Socreds have seldom, if 
ever, shown. 

On voting day, remember, 
the Coquihalla and Childrens' 
Hospital. 

Mac Richardson 
Halfmoon Bay, B.C. 

Benners good-bye 
Editor: 

Through your paper we 
would like to say farewell to all 
our friends on the Sunshine 
Coast, and thank them for 
making our 32 years here such 
happy ones. 

While it is hard to leave such 
nice people, we are eagerly 
looking forward to our new life 

in Summerland. We are also 
making plans for visits back to 
the Coast! 

Our very best wishes go out 
to you all. 

Joe & Arvella Benner 

More le t ters 
on page 22 
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Sandblasted cartings on glass 1 
Mirrors, china cabinets, skylights, table-tops. ^ 
Custom designs—colour rubbed if desired. ^ 

SPECIALIZING IN INTERIORS 
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Sfee&U SdOio* 4X4 
RANGER STX SUPER CAB 4X4 
V6 EFI, 5 speed manual transmission, limited slip rear axle, 
handling package, speed control & tilt wheel, cassette stereo, 
cast aluminum wheels, Yokohama super digger tires, chrome 
roll bar & bush bar, driving & fog lamps. Red cloth trim, raven 
black paint. 

p i g * * ; 
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PRE-OWIMED CAR & TRUCK SPECIALS 
1984 FORD TEMPO 

4 Cyl, 5 Speed, 4 Door Excellent Shape 

$6595 

1982 PONT PHOENIX 
4 Cyl., 4 Speed 

$4695 
1983 FORD ESCORT 

4 Cyl., 5 Spd., 4-Door, Good Shape 
Powertrain Warranty 

s5329 

1980 CHEVE 00TER 
ndition 

1980 CHEV MALIBU WAGON 
Auto, V6, Roofrack, nice car! 

$3695 
1983 RENAULT ALLIANCE 

4 cyl., fuel inj.i 4'sp.( 2 door, gd. cond. 

$4295 
1979 FORD 

THUNDERBIRD 
V8. Auto. Light Blue, 

Nice Shape 

1984 FORD ESCORT 
Equipped with 4 Spd., 
4 Cyl., Diesel For Great 

Fuel Economy 

1981 MERCURY 
LYNX WAGON 
4 Cyl., 4 Speed, 

Tape Deck, Good Shape 
• * » * • • * * * * » 

1982 DATSUN 
4 Cyl., Std. Trans., 

Well Kept 

1986 MERC LYNX 
2 Door, 4 Cyl., Manual 
Transmission, Low Kims, 

Warranty 

1985 TEMPO 4-Door 
4 Cyl., Auto, Air. Cond., 

Cassette, Extended 
Warranty 

Sm 

1980 OLDS CUTLASS 
SUPREME 

. V8, Compl. Loaded, Low kms 

1985 CHEV 
EUR0SP0RT WAGON 

Auto, V6, Cruise, Rear Seat 

jgjSfessx •—-»—mttj' ' 

iQvi** 
1987 BRONCO II 4X4 

2.9 liter, EFI, V6-automatic. touch 
shift, air conditioning, XLT, power 
door locks & windows, privacy glass, 
roof rack, cast aluminum wheels. 

Two tone grey & silver paint 
New Price $23,288 

Sale Price 

$20,563 * # » » 

\L0WINTEREST RATES or 
$750 CASH BACK From Ford! 

1978 CHEV 
CAPRiCE WAGON 

V8, Auto., Air Conditioning 

1984 PLYMOUTH HORIZON 
Auto, 4 Cyl., 4 Door, 

Oeluxe Interior 

Rear 
Interval 

Running 

1978 FORD COURIER PICKUP 
4 cyl., 4 sp., 

cassette, low kms. 

1980 FORD GRANADA 4-DOOR | 
6 cyl., auto, air conditioning, 
low kms, 1 owner 

• » * * * * * * * • • * • 
1981 T-BIRD HERITAGE 
V8, automatic, loaded, sunroof, 
leather seats, 35,000 km, silver 
paint. 

1978 FORD F250 4X4 
V8, 4 sp., box liner 

1987 F150 4X4 
6 Cyc. EFI, 4-Speed, 
Sliding Window, Headliner, 
Wipers, Sport Wheel Covers, 
Boards, 9,000 Kms, Warranty! 

Be seen to be safe!* 
DAY ALERT 
Head Lamp o n » y « Q 9 5 

System mm 9 
Quick and Easy Under-the-Hood installation 

DESIGNED FOR THE DO-IT-YOURSELFER 
Does not interfere with your regular lighting system 

MOTOR STARTS - LIGHTS ON! 
MOTOR STOPS - LIGHT OFF! 

~ >,i.y. 
%P .<* , i?.~ . 

',<*- _ 

Never leave your Sights on again! 

Service Loaners for Life • Lifetime Service Guarantee • Free Oil Changes for Life] 
WE WILL NOT 
BE UNDERSOLD 

MDL 5936 

Wharf Rd., 
Sechelt 

885-3281 
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The 'Jaws of Life' sit idle in the position used to pry steering wheels from injured drivers as onlookers 
ponder the demonstration of KGC emergency rescue tools at Sunnycrest Mall, September 22. 

—Joel Johnstone photo 

Throughout province 

Revitalization still on 
by Joel Johnstone 

Revitalization is taking a se­
cond step into the province and 
both Gibsons and Sechelt are 
waiting to take advantage of it. 

The previous five year pro­
gram of low-interest money-
lending by the province to 
municipalities to 'spiff up' their 
downtown cores had barely 
come to an end before Premier 
Bill Vander Zalm gave an exten­
sion to one of the more suc­
cessful programs in B.C. 

Though this will be the se­
cond time round for Gibsons, 
Sechelt now hopes to use the 
resource. 

"The first revitalization pro­
gram," Mayor Bud Koch says, 
"was defeated." But he adds 
"we're still in a position to pre­
sent a proposal and the doors 
are still open in Victoria." 

Sechelt's recent proposal to 
the last program was a bit too 
late, with the coffers being emp­
ty, but with a new program 
underway Koch, hopes to get*>& 
something happening for the 
spring of this year. 

Koch says Sechelt had its own 
revitalization program of sorts 
before, working on parks, roads 
and structures within the 
village's limits 

Gibsons Mayor Diane Strom 
says "Revitalization has actual­
ly been very good for the town. 
Communities should be taking 
advantage of it." . 

An old hand with the pro­
gram, Gibsons council first 
became involved in 1982, when 
it applied for $35d,O00 and end­
ed up receiving $200,000 
repayable over a 12-year period 
costing the taxpayer about $27 
per year and local merchants 
$300 to $2000 per year. 

"It works out to about six per 
cent interest," says Secretary 
Treasurer Lorraine Goddard. 

The money was put into 

developments from Armours 
Beach to Gibsons Marina and 
Jack's Lane to the Post Office. 

A second phase incorporated 
less borrowed money. 

The new program, being 
governed by Municipal Affairs 
Minister Rita Johnson and Pro­
vincial Secretary Elwood 
Veitch, will draw its funds from 
provincial lottery money. It will 
consist of four sub-programs: 
start-up grants assisting 
strategy, planning, and design; 
capital works loans; facade im­
provement grants; business im­
provement area grants. 

"Dollars won't be allotted to 
communities that don't ask for 
them," Goddard says of the 
program which calls for the co­
operation of business in the area 

to launch a successful bid and 
undertake it. 

"Communities that show a 
willingness to work will get the 
dollars and these are not grants. 
They have to be repaid." 

"But,"Strom says, "the in­
terest rate is right." 

Goddard says "John Burn­
side was the driving force 
behind revitalization in Gib­
sons." 

Then Alderman Burnside 
(now publisher/editor of the 
Coast News) "got it through 
even though there was a reluc­
tance of business and taxpayers 
to participate," says Goddard. 

Strom says "It was good. He 
did an excellent job. But cer­
tainly it's had the backing of 
past councils for a few years." 

Fall Fare Contest 
One of the highlights of the 

Volunteer Harvest Fair,' Oc­
tober 17 at the Sechelt Elemen­
tary School Gym, 10:30 am to 3 
pm, is the Fall Fare Contest. 

There are several categories 
to enter your best canning of the 
summer. 

Jams: raspberry, strawberry, 
peach, blackberry, other 
specialties. 

Jellies: black currant, mint, 
blackberry, raspberry, crab ap­
ple, others. 

Marmalades: mixed fruit, 
orange, lemon, others. 

Pickles: mustard, sweet, 
sweet mixed, dill, others. 

Relishes: beet, zucchini, 
cucumber, tomato, others. 

Chutneys: rhubarb, plum, 
peach, others. 

Canned fruit and canned 
vegetables. 

Wines: sweet red, sweet rose, 
sweet white, dry red, dry rose, 

S L J & ' O U T B O A R D S 

WINTERIZE NOW! 
We service ALL MAKES of 
Outboards & Stern Drive 

^^tm\min9 

8hp Reg. $1600 $ 1 2 5 0 

9.9hp Reg. $1900 $ 1 4 0 0 

20 hp Reg. $2350 $ 1 7 5 0 

$3300 
$4350 

dry white. 
Beers: lager, stout, ale. 
Judging will begin at 1 pm in 

the gym; have your entries in by 
noon. There will be a 25 cent 
entry fee for each entry and par­
ticipants may enter as many 
categories as they wish. 

Preserves will be judged for 
colour, texture and flavour and 
should be contained in properly 
sealed jars (either half-pint or 
pint). 

Wines and beers will be judg­
ed for clarity, colour, bouquet 
and flavour. 

The Harvest Fair, organized 
by the Volunteer Action Centre, 
brings together volunteer 
groups from all over the Coast; 
there'll be entertainment, free 
babysitting with the Girl 
Guides, clowns, balloons, 
plants, crafts, face painting, 
and good eating all day long. 

To register, call Volunteer 
Action at 885-5881 this week; 
there are only a few tables left. 
If you'd like to see what 
volunteers are doing on the Sun­
shine Coast, plan to be at the 
Fair. It's only 50 cents admis­
sion, and there are door prizes 

Firefighter 
Salmon 
Derby 

October 16 and 17 will be 
days filled with fun, fishing and 
fund raising for 150 North Van­
couver Firefighters. For the 
seventh year, they will be 
holding their annual Salmon 
Derby at Lowe's Resort in 
Pender Harbour. 

Registration fees will go 
toward one of the Firefighters' 
special projects, the Burn Unit 
at Vancouver General Hospital. 
Since 1981, $19,321.98 has been 
raised for new equipment and 
research to help ease the pain of 
burn victims in B.C. 

On Monday, September 21, 
five members of the Derby 
Committee presented the 
membership of the Royal Cana­
dian Legion, Branch 112, with a 
special token of their apprecia­
tion for the Legion's help with 
the Derby in past years. 

Captain Ted Cameron, ac­
companied by Captain Gary 
Oborne, Captain Steve Linder, 
Lieutenant Chris McBride and 
Firefighter Steve Vilieneuve, 
brought their personal thanks 
and a beautiful inscribed 
photograph of their prize 
restored 1912 American 
LaFrance fire engine. President 
Burdett Thomas received the 
photo with the thanks of all the 
members of Branch 112. 

Record Highs 
Located in Gibsons, Ken DeVries & Sons, dealers in floor coverings 

as well as wall coverings and kitchens, has sold more volume this year 
than they did in the last two years. And how have they done it? It is all 
attributed to the efforts of energetic and enthusiastic manager, Danny 
Hubenig. 

"This is going to be a record breaking year for DeVries with 3 prime 
months to go," exclaims Danny. "It has the activity of a wholesale 
house rather than a retail outlet. Some builders are calling up without 
even asking prices!" 

And how does Danny know about wholesale houses? "I used to 
work for a major wholesale company," says Danny. "I sold to local 
stores such as Woodwards, Eatons, Jordans, and Bridgeport. I know 
how to purchase and what people want. What we save we can pass 
on. This is why you see many items priced 50% to 80% below sug­
gested retail. 

"Come in and see the new look," says Danny. "We're one of the 
few stores that carry a large inventory of decorator colours such as 
hunter green or burgundy and pastels like peach or teal in order to ser­
vice the design-oriented market." 

Danny even has help for the do-it-yourself builder. "There's not 
many places you can get free advice, but I want people to have nice 
flooring," he states. "For example, many people think that the thicker 
the underlay, the better it is for the carpet. But not so. You can ruin 
your carpet by using the wrong underpad, especially if it is too thick." 
He knows what he is talking about. In carpet sales since 1967, he has 
worked in every aspect of the business including installations. 

And speaking of installations, DeVries has increased its installation 
crew from one to three. "We are now employing six men on the Sun­
shine Coast, have hired a part-time window covering installer, plus in­
creased the office staff," Danny proudly states. 

And how good is their carpet? Danny answers the question simply, 
"Burlington is the largest carpet manufacturer in the world." 

ADVERTISEMENT 
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NEW IMPROVED SPRED SATIN 
FIVE TIMES MORE SCRUBBABLE 
• BEAUTIFUL FLAT FINISH • 1100 DECORATOR COLOURS 

UBOUNAU-

ON 
SALE 
NOW! 

4 LITRES 

SAVE ON PRIMER SEALER AND 
CEILING FLAT WHITE 

SALE PRICE 

LATEX SEMI-GLOSS 
COLOUR MATCHED TO 

SPRED SATIN 
SALE PRICE 

Mmet 
'Ceiling V#L LITRES 

NEW IMPROVED SPRED SATIN ON SALE NOW AT: 

ALTERNATIVE 
OPEN: 

Mon. - Fri., ^30-5:00 
Sat. 9:00-4:0C 

Sale ends October "$0, 1987 

Specializing in 

WOODWORKING & INTERIOR 
FINISHING MATERIALS 

HWY 101, GIBSONS, 886-3294 VISA 

45 hp Reg. $4600 
(Power Trim) 

75 hp Reg. $6000 
(Power Trim) 

Ask about 
our optional 

TWO YEAR WARRANTY! 

UTHERLAND MARINE 
Situated in Coho Marina, Madeira Park 883-1119 

MOBILE MARINE SERVICE & REPAIRS 
DOCKSIDE OR DRYLAND STERNORIVES/.NBOARDS 


