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COST OF PRODUCTION 
AND PRICE OF WEALTH 

fourth Article of Series Dealing With Capitalist Pro­
duction and Exchange of Commodities. 

Be very careful to take note that the 
word "cost" ln the heading of this ar­
ticle does not refer to money. 

Production existed many, many 
thousands of years before money came 
into Use. 

It "cost-' something to. produce 
wealth before money was introduced 
as a convenient medium of exchange. 

The question that has to be an­
swered, more or less satisfactorily In 
this installment is, "What does it cost, 
what is expended, what has to be used 
up, In the production of wealtb?" 

It's very simple, If you wlll only 
come down to earth and look on things 

, as they really are. • < " 
The only real cost, expense, incurred 

in production, is the expenditure of 
labor-power, the wear and tear of the 
working class, the used-up energy of 
the useful members of society. 

The writer endeavored to emphasize, 
in last week's article, the fact that the 
principle ot production was uuchange-
able, though the method was contin­
ually improving. 

Just on the same principle, the cost 
of production Is the same now (in 
principle) as ever, though changed ln 
degree, that is: it takes less expendi­
ture of human energy to produc the 
same result aB formerly, more wealth 
can be produced with the same effort, 
less wear and tear to get the same 
result—a cheaper method of produc­
tion. 

Now, what^does "a cheaper method 
of production" mean? -. . 

It cannot mean money, for money 
is merely useful in exchange, it has 
nothing tb do with production, actual 
production. 

Let us see what "a cheaper method 
of production" really means. 

Some time ago I was in the city of 
Brandon, and there had my first close 
look at a ditchiligging machine. This 
machine, operated by two men, was 
capable of digging three-quarters of a 
mile of trench, five feet deep, a day. 

Now, think how long two men.would 
take toing the same amount pf work 
with pick and shovel! 

"Yes," some reader may say, "but 
how about the men who made and who 
repair the machine?" That is an old 
one! and IB easy for any Socialist of 
experience. We are prepared to allow 
for the mechanics engaged In the pro­
duction of the machine, and to allow 
time for the mechanics who repair it, 
to this extent: Instead of a crew of 
two, we will allow a crew of four— 
and you'll admit that an ample allow­
ance—during the time this trenching 
machine lasts, and wlll put lt up to 
you to find four, yes, a dozen, men 
who can,' with pIckB and shovels, do 
the same work tn the same time. I 
don't suppose any reader will be under 
the delusion that machinery employs 
ua many men as lt displaces, but I 
know they meet, as I have met, indi­
viduals who do, and would suggest to 
the readers, that, when they meet 
such, put this question to them, "Is lt 
reasonable to suppose that the em­
ployers merely Introduce machinery 
for the purpose of driving men from 
one craft to another?" 

Is lt not more reasonable that they 
Introduce machinery in order to dis­
pense with some of their hands and so 
save payment of wages, or, increase 
their output with the same number of 
hands, getting an increased profit 
either way? 

The primitive man produced wealth 
—by his labour-power, only by his la­
bour power. 

He was always looking out for an 
easier—a cheaper—way of getting his 
living. 

The primitive man, however, obtain­
ed the full results of the expenditure 
of his energy, meagre though they may 
have been—the full results, mark you, 
and why? Because, crude though his 
method of production, the means of 
production belonged to him, were free 
of access to him; if there was plenty, 
he enjoyed plenty; he never went 
short because there was too much. It 
was impossible to rob, by ownership, 
primitive man of the fruit of his la­
bour, but the improvement of the 
method of production showed the way 
of robbery—as a general thing; in the 
first system of robbery of one class by 
another—the ownership of the slave, 
chattel-slavery; in the next great sys­
tem—the ownership of the land, feu-

dal-slavery, and in the next, which we 
are going to make the last, the owner­
ship of the tool, machinery, by a class, 
the capitalist class, which subjects the 
workers to wage-slavery. Now, It's 
clear to you that if the primitive man 
in the forest saw plenty in front of 
him he'd help himself to it as a mat­
ter of course. Primitive man only 
went short when there was not 
enough. 

We of the working clasB go shortest 
to-day wben there IB too much. 

Primitive man when he saw plenty 
before him helped himself to that 
plenty. The modern workingman, 
when there is the greatest plenty, does 
not help, himself as a rule, but goes 
short. 

Enough! Enough! Primitive man 
had access to the means of life with­
out let or hindrance; we haven't; that 
is the only thing that is the matter. 

Ownership 1 Write it in big letters— 
OWNERSHIP. 

Paste itin your hat—Ownership. Let 
your cry be unceasingly, "The World 
for the Workers," and your effortB be 
bent unceasingly to equip yourselves 
to give the workers good reaapn for 
taking the world! 

Books recommended: Start right in 
on Capital, Vol. I, now. You'll flnd it 
pretty tough. • Well, prove you're tough 
material yourself, and see it through. 
Get your teeth ln and don't let go. 
Stick to the first nine chapters, read 
and re-read them. You can get them, 
either- or all of the three volumes of 
Capital through The Clarion, or the 
first nine chapters of the flrst volume 
with paper.covers. Go to it and prove 
yourself a stayer! 

WILFRID GRIBBLE. 

RED-EYED DE8PAIR. 

Never. 

The working class is at flrst sight in 
despair. 

Be not mistaken! Frenzy is not 
despair! 

'Tis but the cry of a mother laying 
down her life for her child, echoed by 
that acme of repression, superstition, 
aided by patriotism! 

The Individual may despair, the or-
ganization may despair, but the work 
ing class never. 

These are not thoughts produced in 
luxury, these are thoughts caused by 
repression. This, is why regression 
itself Is necessary. 

These are not thoughts produced by 
whiskey, but whiskey has been neces­
sary tb sustain life long enough to 
produce them. The cigarette fiend and 
all those horrors are as necessary, for 
out of them emerge the strong in spite. 

Repression! The very thought of 
repression forces a contrary effect to 
that desired and though no individual 
wishes to be caught and rolled under 
the wheels one must realize that some 
must Buffer and though some may 
hold up their heads in dismay apd 
others in disgust, lt ls still necessary. 

Repression! Welcome the thought, 
for on it all life depends. 

Despair! Why yes! welcome lt, too; 
for when you have the word Dispalr 
you may be sure lt ls the death rattle 
of a dying society. 

Superstition is an idea passed down 
to us from our forefathers that there 
is some power stronger than we, to 
which we must pray. Patriotism is an 
idea impressed on us from our child­
hood that somebody bas been placed 
over us by that power, for whom we 
must die if necessary. For what? For 
whom? 

To assist repression? Unwittingly 
yes! But nevertheless! 

There is no need to be afraid of 
these thoughts! Thoughts will never 
kill a man. They lead a man to real­
ize his individual position and sow to 
make the most ot it; how to use his 
individual power, the ballot, granted 
ln .spite of repression, and they also 
give him the strength of mind to in' 
sist. 

An idea is a thought transmitted 
from an Individual to posterity. That 
idea being projected is infinite. Tbe 
conception of an idea is therefore In­
finitesimal. 

How can anyone therefore be con 
celted? —Harper. 

WHAT DO WE LIVE FOR? 

'Civilization is producing thousands 
Upon thousands of human wrecks, I 
physically and mentally unfit. Let's 
Improve things by sterilizing them 
and preventing them from becoming 
parents."—Modern Wiseacres. 

What do we live for? • 
Is the end and aim of our existence 

the production of so many tons of 
iron or steel? Do we exist merely to 
weave so many thousand yards of 
cloth, to grow bushels of grain, to 
build and work railways and to con­
struct ships? 

Is manufacture and trade the main 
function and purppse of our presence 
upon the planet? 

These questions are forced upon 
the thoughtful men by the conditions 
prevailing today and they Insistently 
press for an answer. 

To all these questions the reply of 
the Socialist is that if there ls any 
purpose ih our existence at all, our 
object here IB to live. 

We are not now making more or 
leas profound * philosophical specula­
tion's as to-"the whence, the why and 
the whither." 

But we do say, and say most earn­
estly, 'that industry and commerce, 
digging and building and making, and 
all those things about which we BO 
greatly excite ourselves, are so much 
folly, so much waste of time, if they 
do not mean, or lead to, the enjoyment 
of existence. 

The object of all manufacture and 
trade, science, art and literature 
should be the creation of healthy, hap­
py human beings. If we forget this, 
if we make.these things an end in 
themselves, we have missed our mis­
sion and? our society stands con­
demned. 

It Is because we as a nation have 
blinded ourselves to this fact tbat 
there is so much mess, meddle and 
misery in the midst of our civilization 
today. • 

The on ly reason for our existence 
as a nation which appeals to us is 
that we shall produce human beings, 

as nearly perfect as all the agencies 
over which we have control will al­
low. 

We are not justifying our existence 
in this way. We have made these 
means to tbe enjoyment of existence 
an end In themselves. As a result, 
we have destroyed all pleasure in life 
for many millions of people for whom 
this world ls veritably a valley of 
tears. 

The energies of the nation are de­
voted not to the making of men, but 
to the making of money. 

Everything is subordinated to this 
one end. Conditions are not designed 
and maintained so aB to produce as 
many as possible physically healthy, 
Intellectually strong and in all ways 
.beautiful men, women and children. 
They are designed and maintained for 
the sole purpose of producing all sorts 
of commodities for sale at a profit in 
the markets of the world. These things 
are today considered of infinitely 
more importance than life Itself. 

Pecuniary profit dominates every­
thing. In obedience to its divine dic­
tates we herd people in filthy slums 
in crowded cities—cities of Dreadful 
Night and Shameful Day. 

In rural districts things are little 
better. The rural population—often 
amidst magnificent scenery, "where 
every prospect pleaies and only man 
is vile"—is huddled together in poky 
and unsanitary cottages, "wherein de­
cency is abolished and the mosi urdl-
nary conditions of healthy existence 
are impossible of attainment." 

Owing to our industrial infernos 
and our fetid offices and warehouses; 
owing to the long hours which so 
many of us are forced to work at 
killing pressure; owing to the adul­
terated and ill-nourishing food—in 
many cases not even enough of that 
—which so many of us are compelled 
to eat; owing to the shoddy and in­
sufficient clothing we wear, we have 
all become so unhealthy, so ugly and 
so distorted that beautiful women and 
shapely men, who ought to be normal, 
are comparatively rare.—The New 
World. 

BALLOTS, BOMBS 
AND BOMBAST 

By A.M . Simons. 

One hundred 5 cent pamphlets for 
80 cents. 

Nearly everyone will agree that 
questions of tactics and methods are 
questions of efficlensy and means to 
ends. We all agree that the worst 
forms of violence that have been sug­
gested for the use of the workers fall 
short of the horrors ot capitalism. 

While the great instrument of the 
government remains in the hands ot 
the exploiters and the Irresistible 
weapon of the ballot ls in the hands 
of the exploited, Socialists always 
have denied, and this Is one of the es­
sential peculiarities of Socialism, that 
violence is an effective means for the, 
freeing of labor. 

Socialists arrived at this conclu­
sion by experlenme. They saw that 
the use of violence is undemocratic, 
and that it creates a few "heroes" 
and "martyrs" (who quite frequently 
turn out to be spies), and make these 
the leaders of a blind, ignorant mass. 
Russian experience amply proves 
theBe points. France ls now teaching 
the same lesson. 

These simple fundamentals ot the 
Socialist doctrine and tactics would 
not need repeating now If It were not 
for the fact that a few ambitious 
leaders are now trying to exploit the 
ignorance of new converts to Social­
ism with the phrases of Bakunine. 

These American imitators of Eu­
ropean syndicalists are careful to fol­
low their models "afar off." Unlike 
Herve and Tom Mann these men and 
women confine their fighting to the 
ranks of the Socialist movement. 

They scream in parlors, ln Socialist 
meetings and the party press, but 
Vhen tho miners of Illinois and the 
sweatshop workers of Chicago were 
fighting a desperate battle, these "di­
rect actlonlsts" were traitorously sow­
ing the seeds of factionalism in the 
ranks of the workers. 

They howl loudly and long at the 
Civic Federation, but when a blow 
was struck at the organization that 
dislodged a Mitchell and shook the 
whole grip of the federation upon the 
largest mass of organized workers In 
America, It was struck by a Germer, 
a MacDonald or a Hayes, against 
whom these valiant vaporors pour 
forth their denunciation. 

In other words, the Socialists ot 
America do not have to deal with 
r.:\v qnet'iOh of "Ballots vs. Bombs," 

but only of "Ballots vs. Bombast." 
Even this has its danger. A hot-air 
engine without a balance wheel may 
blow itself up and wreck it's immedi­
ate surroundings. 

Whatever makes Socialism ridicu­
lous makes it impotent. Note where 
our enemies pay us the compliment 
of centering their forces. That will 
tell us where we are breaking down 
their fortifications. , 

Can you conceive a nation-wide alli­
ance of exploiters, such as was form­
ed to fight the Socialists of Los An­
geles, being formed to fight the "re-
volters" of San Francisco? Not with­
out laughing you can not. 

Such tactics weaken the Socialist 
movement in other ways. It is much 
easier to tell over the rosary of So­
cialist blessed words ln sloppy talks 
on economics and pamphlets filled 
with fine resounding phrases than to 
gather the facts of past and present 
society and apply the lessons they 
teach to the constructive work of to­
day. 

Experience has shown that in tbe 
class war as In religion faith and 
phrases without works are dead, and 
lead quickly to back-sliding. 

It Is more than a mere coine'dence 
that not only every expoBei' spy, but 
also every deserting renegade comes 
from this bombastic faction. In Eu­
rope the names of Briand, Vivlani and 
Burns only heed a long list that prove 
this point. All the older Socialists In 
this country can remember when Dal-
ton, Sladden, Titus and their follow­
ers were shouting the same war cries 
that are now proceeding from Bohn, 
Haywood, Stokes, Walling and their 
followers. 

These others were not all corrupt, 
as that word is commonly used, but 
they grew weary of shouting and wav­
ing their arms and defying the light 
ning anil went over to the enemy. 

There ls too much work to be done 
to be bothered with bombast. When 
so many faithful workers are trying; 
and with so much of success, to close 
up the ranks of labor, one grows dis­
gusted with the empty chatterers 
about industrialism. 

We may need the weapon of the 
general strike sometime. If . Is ; Js-

GERMAN SOCIALISTS 
SWEEP ON TO VICTORY 

With a Vote of Over Four Million They Will Probably 
Secure One Hundred Seats. 

(Continued en Faf-c Fo ir*. 

Berlin, Jan. 13.—The Socialists have 
made good their boast tbat a "red 
flood" would sweep Germany at yes­
terday's election. 

Returns at noon to-day Indicated 
tbat they had elected members in' the 
Reichstag trom at least sixty-seven 
districts and that they will have at 
least an even chance of electing their 
candidates in the reballotlng on Janu­
ary 24th, ia 120 other districts where 
none of the contestants received a 
plurality. 

Will be Second Party. 

Thirty of the districts where re­
ballotlng ls necessary are almost sure 
to be carried by the Socialists. It Is 
admitted by many conservatives that 
the Socialists will have a membership 
of at least 100 in the Reichstag, wbicb 
would make tbem the second most 
powerful party in that body. 

There is a bare chance that the re-
balloting may result in their winning 
first place over the Catholic Centrists. 

The Centrists, who had 106 repre­
sentatives ln the last Reichstag, held 
their own in the balloting yesterday, 
but they failed to gain any new mem 
bers. The Socialists' victory was won 
at the expense of the Progressives 
and other parties. 

The Socialists are jubilant over the 
result and their leaders are already 
planning for a strenuous campaign to 
complete their victory at the reballot­
lng. 

The government greatly fears that 
it will be possible for the Socialists 
and the Radical Liberals to combine 
and dominate the Reichstag. ' 

Vote Is Over Four Million. 

From present indications the Social­
ist vote will reach 4,500,000 votes, or 
more than one-half of all votes cast. 
On the basts of proportional repre­
sentation this would give the Social­
ists a clear majority, but owing to the 
freak method of representation a 
party polling but one-half this num­
ber of votes may have a larger rep­
resentation than the Socialists. 

At the election to the relchstag 
seven years ago the Socialists polled 
3,259,000 votes as compared to 2,145,-
000 polled by the Roman Catholics, 
which was the next party in line in 
number ot votes cast. 

Few Socialists predicted the capture 
of more than 85 seats, and the an­
nouncement that they may capture 
100 seats is being greeted with the 
highest ecstasy. 

The early reports that the Social­
ists had most of their gains at the 
expense of the Liberals and Radicals 
were cheered by the government 
forces, as this would still give them 
control of the relchstag. 

Government Shows Fear. 

When the later reports arrived, 
however, their attitude became great­
ly changed, and great fear is now be­
ing expressed on all sides among the 
Conservative and Clerical forces that 
the Socialists and Liberals may yet 
secure a majority. From present ap­
pearances the Liberals will hold their 
own. 

The early returns showed the elec­
tion of 58 Socialists, 50 Clerical, 13 
Conservatives, 3 Liberals, 1 Dane and 
1 Alsatian. 

Big gains will be made by the So­
cialists, Liberals and Radicals In the 
re-ballotlng, as they are most heavi­
ly represented. 

Win In Berlin. 

In Berlin the Socialists continue to 
hold the six seats which thoy former­
ly had and the Beventh wlll go over 
for a reballot with a strong probabil­
ity of the Socialists carrying It, thus 
making a clean sweep of the capitol. 

#A11 the large cities were completely 
swept by the Socialists, who failed of 
election ln but two districts. 

Though the government held troops 
In readiness all night to nut down 
any demonstration which might be 
held no trouble occurred. 

The newspapers were not allowed 
to publish any bulletins on the results, 
and though rumors floated about the 
city nothing definite was known till 
this morning. 

Berlin, Jan. 13th.—Late returns con­
tinue to show great Socialist gains, 
but who will control the new relch-| 
stagg will be a matter of contention 
until the reballot. Even the Con­
servatives admit, however, that f the 
Socialists will get close to 90 seats. 
I'Mth * 'it 47 ("V.rtcts unaccounted for, 

the results show: 
Socialists—'Seats won, 76. A net 

gain ot 24, reballots, US. 
Conservatives—Seats won, 32. A 

net loss of 18; reballotts, 66. 
Centrists—Seats won, 82. A net 

los of 6; reballots, 35. 
Liberals—Seats won, 4. A net loss 

of 6; reballots, 69. 
Radicals—Seats won, 0. A net loss 

of 12; reballots, 51. 
—Chicago Dally Socialist. 

WOMEN AND THE L08 ANGELES 
VOTE. 

The capitalist papers are having it 
that the women defeated the Socialist 
candidate for mayor in Los Angeles. 
Naturally no one could tell before the 
election bow the women, newly en­
franchised, would vote. We know 
that an educational campaign by So­
cialist women had been carried on for 
some time among them. We know 
that The Progressive Woman had' its 
largest city' circulation ln Los An­
geles. Even so, we could not foretell 
the result of the women's votes. 

Post election returns, however, give 
most gratifying returns from the wo­
men voters of Los Angeles. At the 
primaries the men's votes ran to 21,-
000. The full Socialist vote at the 
final election was 52,000, an increase 
of 31,000 votes. Where did this great 
number of extra votes come from? 
The New York Call says lt is hardly 
possible that more men voted in the 
final election than ln the primaries— 
probably not so many, owing to the 
McNamara confession. In fact, the 
New York Call rather thinks the wo­
man vote brought the total up from 
21,000 (some papers give the primary 
vote at 20,000) to 62,000. 

If this is true,, the Los Angeles, wo­
men have done a very remarkable 
thing in taking a progressive stand at 
the very dawn ot their political ca­
reer. Even If their votes only equal­
led those of the men, which they must 
have done, their stand is still {re­
markable, and we send our congratu­
lations to them aB women who under­
stand their own interests as well as 
those of the producers of the world's 
goods. No political party offers so 
much to womankind as does the So­
cialist party, both In principles and 
in actual effort.—Editorial from The 
Progressive Woman. 

MOTHER 00E8 NO WORK. 

A growing boy in a Lancashire town 
had obtained a small job—his flrst— 
and was boasting of the amount of 
work he did. 

I gets up at half-past five and gets 
my breakfast," he said. 

"Any one else get up, too?" he was 
asked. 

'Oh, yes, mother! She gets me 
breakfast, and then she gets dad's at 
half-past six." 

"And your dinner?" 
"Oh, mother getB that, too, and then 

she gets father's." 
'Has she the afternoon to herself?" 
'Ob, no. She cleans up, looks af­

ter the children, and gets the tea for 
dad and me when wc come home. Then 
we gets our smoke, and we gets to 
bed." 

"And your mother?" 
"Well, she doeB a bit of sewing 

then when all Is cleaned up after 
tea." 

"What wages do you get?" 
"Oh, I gets ten bob, and dad gets 

thirty-five." 
'And your mother?" 
'Mother? Oh, she don't get no 

wages. Bhe don't do no work.— 
Mlllgate Monthly. 

One thousand Boy Scout Leaflets tor 
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