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Bea Subion has an EyeOut for you
JANUARY 21-22
////
THE HARRY POTTERTHON1 P.M. @ RIO THEATRE
Muggles of all ages are welcomed! Get ready for a weekend
of trivia, costumes and magic.
DAY PASS $35 / WEEKEND PASS $60 / INDIVIDUAL $12
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////
LAUGH MORE7 P.M. @ THEA KOERNER HOUSE
Come by for cheap drinks and comedians from all across
Vancouver.
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at CiTR Radio + pijcorjer Offices
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The project began as a way for students to connect with classmates, check past grades for courses and get into preferred sections.
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FRIDAY JANUARY 27
////
NARWUARVIDE0VAULT12PM @CITR RADIO
Join CiTR's DJ Nardwuar the Human Serviette live as he talks
and plays clips from his audio and video vault of interviews!
FREE
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If you've ever used EyeOut to
check seat availability in preferred
sections, or the Grade Analyzer to
scope out courses, you are among
the many internet customers of
UBC Slacknotes. The website,
founded by Chris Zhu and now
managed by Bea Subion, is rapidly
growing, with over 100,000 site
visits and 6,000 users signing
up for the EyeOut service in
December and January alone.
The project began as a way for
computer science majors Subion
and Zhu to fill what they thought
was an unmet need for students —
a tool to connect with classmates,
check past grades for courses and
get into preferred sections.
Originally, Slacknotes was to
be a network of chatrooms for
every course at UBC. But Zhu and
Subion soon found that the site's
most popular element was the
Grades Analyzer, where students
can look at grade averages in any
class between 2009 to 2015.
"The other incredibly popular
[service] is EyeOut Basically, if a
course is full, you can leave your
phone number or your email, and
we send you a notification when a
seat opens up," said Subion.
Zhu, who now works at
AirBnB, graduated in May 2016
and Subion is now the sole
director of the entire project.
While the website has
garnered much interest — and
more importantly, page visits
— Subion and Zhu have yet to
monetize it. In fact, Slacknotes
has been costing them a
substantial amount of money,
so much so that they even
considered shutting the website
down altogether.

"EyeOut has been free for a really
long time, but it's actually negative
profit. [Zhu and I] have spent quite
abitof money to keep maintaining
it. Every single text message costs
money and when you send like
70,000 text messages, that really
adds up," said Subion.
To offset the costs of running the
website, Subion has started a new
premium EyeOut service, which
offers superior notification times
and one-click registration at the
cost of $4.99. Since launching in late
December, 65 people have signed up
for the premium service.
"when you have 16,000 people
[simultaneously] signing up for the
free service, it can take between 0
and 30 minutes to actually send out
a notification from when that course
opens up. EyeOut Premium will take
0 to 30 seconds instead. You're also
helping to keep Slacknotes alive,"
she said.
Subion clarified that makingmoney or even professional
development were never her
primary goals. Instead, she claims
the project is run purely in the
interest of students at UBC. Inline
with her vision for Slacknotes,
Subion promised that as long as she
is the woman in charge, the basic
EyeOut service will remain free to
use.
"I really want to keep the service
free — that's important to me. You're
a UBC student, you want to graduate,
our waitlists are kind of insane and I
want to help. I want to help you get
into that course. Given that I'm the
only one working on it right now, I
still see Slacknotes as a project and
an awesome tool for students, not as
a company," she said.
Subion did not rule out runningads on the website as an alternative
stream of revenue, and may hold an
initial public offering (IPO) if her

rent gets more expensive.
With two more years of
university left, Subion is looking
forward to building a successful
software engineering career.
Slacknotes has already helped her
land an internship at Twilio, the
San Francisco-based company
that handles EyeOut's automatic
texting. Once she graduates,
Subion hopes to line up a suitable
candidate to step into her shoes
and continue to maintain and
further grow Slacknotes.
As VP Volunteering at the
Computer Science Students
Society, Subion hears and shares
many of the concerns that
currently plague computer science
students at UBC. Recently, students
have been unable to get into
required courses, even with the
assistance of EyeOut, and CPSC 213
underwent a final exam fiasco.
"The thing [is that] for
computer science, it's very difficult
to get professors. And how much
could you pay those professors
when they're being poached by
companies that can pay much
more than the university? People
with a PhD in computer science
can get paid a lot more [elswhere]
than working at UBC, so I do
understand that aspect of it, but I
feel like the transition could have
been a lot smoother. It was too
many people being let in versus
how much faculty they could hire,
so if they foresaw that sooner, it
could have been a lot better," she
said.
Subion believes that to deal
with the current state of the
computer science job market, the
department could develop more
massive open online courses, offer
more distance education courses
and raise the pay of TAs to expedite
the marking process. "3
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FEAR AND CLOTHING ON THE 14 / /

Former Castlegar resident rides the bus for 4.5 hours
Tristan Wheeler
Staff Writer

her cohort. Dominic nods and
expresses concern.

Let me start off by saying
something — I grew up in smalltown BC, about eight hours
from the expanse of the Lower
Mainland. Even though I was far
away, the infamy of the Downtown
Eastside reached my ears at a
young age. Growing up, my family
would always speak ill of it, saying
that it is where you go if you don't
get good grades, graduate and go to
college. They warned me of drugaddicts, thieves and ruffians who
would kill you at the first chance
they got.
Obviously, the truth of
East Hastings is much more
complicated and I wanted to
discover that for myself. When
my editor offered me this pitch,
I was initially concerned. Could
I write something that wasn't
simply poverty tourism? I
reassured myself that I was a key
player in this story as well, as I
was undoubtedly going to be the
butt of this intimidating joke.
Either way, I couldn't turn down
a chance to see for myself what
my parents' pearl-clutching was
about. A naive, wide-eyed kid from
Castlegar should do great there,
right?

7:43 p.m. The 14 begins to go back
towards UBC, so I get off and wait
for the 20 at Pender and Hastings.
I stand in the cold looking down
the street. An ambulance whizzes
past me going into the depths of
the Downtown Eastside. Right
before the bus arrives, an old man
walks down the street, swinging
an aluminum crutch.
"Christmas tree, Christmas tree
ho! Christmas tree, Christmas tree
hey!" he sings as we both get onto
the 20.
I'm not in Castlegar anymore.

6:36 p.m. I get on the 14 bus
departing from UBC. While I sit
and wait for us to start moving, I
am reminded that a woman almost
gave birth on a Hastings bus this
very morning. I panic. What if it
was this bus? What if it was this
seat?
7:28 p.m. We reach W Pender
and Hastings in a bus that has
been mostly vacated. When
I take off my headphones, I
overhear a conversation in
progress/'Dominic! You know
that ghost I was telling you about?
It followed me into my new
frickin' house!" says a woman to

8:09 p.m. Around me is a wide
variety of people. Nothing too
unusual until I see a man hork up
a loogie and spit it into his jacket.
At about Main and Hastings, a
couple wobbles onto the bus.
Firmly planted in the woman's
cheek is a toothbrush. She isn't
brushing, just holding it there. Its
green handle is clearly visible.
The person sitting across from
me is staring at me as if I don't
belong.
8:51 p.m. I am now in the back
seat of a 16, going West. I have a
good vantage point of the entire
bus. There are a few forlorn
looking people staring into their
laps. Not a lot of movement.
8:58 p.m. A sign-spinner (he is
holding a sign, so that's what I
assume he is) runs onto the bus
and rockets right into the seat
right next to me. He is holding a
still-lit cigarette which fills the
bus with the smell of tobacco.
After two stops, the sign-spinner
leaves as quickly as he appeared.
In his place, he leaves the
remainder of his cigarette.
9:05 p.m. A couple takes the
place of the sign-spinner. They
are having an argument about
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Years of exaggeration and misinformation were subverted by an interesting but entirely safe voyage through East Hastings.

something. The man speaks
loudly, eating out of a box of
pastries between tirades. I
quickly get off the bus and jump
onto the next 16 heading east.
9:12 p.m. There is a woman who
is transporting a particle board
desk. It's about three feet wide
and looks like it is missing pieces.
The woman waddles off the bus
with the desk soon after I get on.
9:15 p.m. Things start to heat up.
An angry man gets on the bus and
says to the driver that all of his
money has been stolen and that
he is "fucking pissed." He sits
directly behind me. After a stop
or two, another guy walks on the
bus and tries to sit next to the
angry man. But in his attempt to
shuffle past into his seat, he trips
onto the angry man's lap. This
starts a loud argument.
"Are you trying to sit on my
fucking lap dude?" says the angry
man.
"Hey, I'm sorry — I tripped.
Calm down," says the other guy.
The entire bus looks on as this
loud altercation unfolds.
"I don't need you on my lap
dude, that's fucking gross," says
the angry man.
"Fuck off," says the other
guy and then, oddly enough,
"Calm down." After a few more
expletives, the angry guy gets
up and sits in the back. Crisis is
averted, but my heart rate has
accelerated dramatically. I refrain
from taking notes so as not to
draw attention to myself.
9:28 p.m. The rest of the ride is
calm. I get off at Nanaimo Street,
and wait for the next 16 in the
bitter cold.
9:41 p.m. The bus arrives. A man
who looks like Travis Bickle gets
on and speaks to a woman. I
observe him and take notes. He
notices and begins to stare me
down. He takes out the contents
of a plastic bag to show them to
me. I manage to look away before
I am completely paralyzed by

fear, acting like I wasn't trying
to eavesdrop. I think it was an
electric shaving razor.
9:48 p.m. A man holding a bottle
of lotion, a can of beans and a pair
of woman's mukluks gets on and
catches Bickle's attention. He is a
calming presence.
9:53 p.m. Cruising through Main
and Hastings, I see a man beingarrested by the VPD. A fellow bus
patron watches intently.
"Aw, fuck," he says. The bus
driver asks him a question.
"Probably for selling cigarettes
or something," he replies.
10:08 p.m. I am at the bus stop,
waiting for the 16 to go back out
again. At a nearby pot dispensary,
I hear an altercation. Someone
apparently threatened a man with
a baseball bat. I listen to the 9-1-1
call that the guy is making. The
bus arrives and I get on before
hearing the end of the dispensary
conflict.
10:22 p.m. This trip is uneventful.
It seems to be full of commuters. I
get off again at Nanaimo Street.
10:41 p.m. My final journey
through Hastings begins. I
sit in the very back next to a
completely hairless man. He
gets my attention, asking if I
want to see something. He and
I end up having a very lengthy
conversation. His name is Daniel
and he is from Montreal. What
he wanted to show me is his
collection of newly acquired
clothes that he got from a
donation bin. Laid out on the seat
in front of him are some pretty
impressive finds: a Columbia
jacket, an American Eagle
sweatshirt and — the thing he
was most of all excited about
— a licensed Barbie toque. He
talks about how he used to be a
roofer and gave it all up to move
to Vancouver. I don't ask why. I
change the subject back to the
clothes he got.
"Those are some great finds,"
I say.

"Yeah man! I'm guessing retail
for these is about $700," says
Daniel. I don't think that this is
accurate at all, but who am I to say?
"Look at this jacket! You see
that? Gore-tex, man!" He explodes
with joy, hugging the jacket and
wiggling in his seat. "I wanna keep
this for my own!"
When Daniel's stop comes, I am
sure to ask his name and shake his
hand. The skin is hard, calloused
and scabbed — beyond leathery.
He thinks my name is Justin, but I
correct him.
"I once knew a man named
Tristan when I was a roofer. Except
it was Montreal, so it was more like
Tristan," he says and gets off the bus.
10:56 p.m. As Daniel leaves, three
guys sit in the seats facing each other
at the back, right near me. One of
them has a teardrop tattoo on his
cheek and is eating a giant muffin.
They seem intoxicated.
'You having a good — what day is
it?" one says to me.
"Monday," I reply.
'You having a good Monday
night?" I say yes and ask him in
return. He says that it could be
worse.
11:03 p.m. I get off the bus and head
home. I'm done with my night's
journey and wisened for it. The
Downtown Eastside hadn't met
my parents' exaggerated imagery
of druglords shooting heroin into
unlucky passersby, but I was still
vaguely uneasy the whole time.
Why was that? The simplest and
best answer I've been able to come
up with is that my preconceived
notions were completely
unfounded. The "infamous" East
Hastings stretch is not what it is
painted as. It is not a place to be
terrified of or a place you go when
you fail your math course. It is a
community of people who are just
as much a part of Vancouver as we
are.
In the end, the Downtown
Eastside is an important place that
helped me to understand what it is
actually like to live in Vancouver,
while not being able to afford it. tH
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Mens basketball blows past Golden Bears

PATRICK GILLIN

The event took place in the basement of the Nest, with a total of 51 competitors.

Powerlifting club holds 2017
New Year's Championships
Bill Situ
Senior Staff Writer

On Saturday, the UBC Weightlifting
and Powerlifting Club held its first
British Columbia Powerlifting
Association (BCPA) sanctioned
competitive event of the year.
The event took place in the
basement of the Nest, with a total
of 51 competitors from UBC and
abroad of various weight and
age classes — all of whom are
members of the BCPA. Like most
other powerlifting competitions,
participants each had three
attempts with three different lifts
— the deadlift, bench press and
squat.
According to Elizabeth Hu,
the treasurer for the club and
meet director for the competition,
enthusiasm for the event was high
from the beginning. Registration
was full only 30 minutes after it
became open to the public.
The meet was a fun experience
for many, including those outside
the university.
"I like the venue. It's a little
different from previous meets
that I've been through," said
Eddie Lovsin, a competitor for the
junior male 120 kilograms class
from Maple Ridge. "The seatingis a lot better. It gives you a good
area to see the lifters."
Cameron St. Amond — a
student at the Justice Institute of
BC who competed for the junior
male 105 kilograms class — was
most impressed by the overall
efficiency of the event.
"For a local meet, it's really
well set up. They're flying through
the attempts, which is always
good. You don't want to be in the
back area and waiting around too
long in between attempts," said St.
Amond.
For Kevin Yoon, a fourth-year
kinesiology student at UBC, the
event was his first time coaching
an athlete for competition. He was
the coach for Carly Klohs of the
female junior 72 kilograms class.
"It was pretty interesting. I
was always in the athlete's shoes,
so I've never really experienced
the coaching part of the sport,"
said Yoon.

With Klohs being a first-time
competitor, Yoon also saw the
event as a chance to create a
memorable experience for her.
For Hu, the event was her
chance to see her efforts in a long
planning process finally become a
reality.

"It's pretty
amazing to see
[the event] come
together after six
months of hard
work. It was pretty
stressful up until
this point, but
now everything's
moving along
smoothly."
- ELIZABETH
HU, TREASURER
AND MEET
DIRECTOR

"It's pretty amazing to see
[the event] come together after
six months of hard work. It was
pretty stressful up until this
point, but now everything's
moving along smoothly," said Hu.
Gabe Festing — president of
the BCPA — was also thoroughly
impressed with the way the
competition turned out. With
11 other BCPA meets scheduled
to take place this year, he sees
the event as another effort to
accommodate for a sport with
growing popularity.
"Powerlifting has exploded
over the last few years. It's
something that I never imagined
... [The UBC Powerlifting Club]
has done an amazing job and I'm
quite proud to have them on our
BCPA team," said Festing. ft

CHOLADHORN SINRACHTANANT

The men's basketball team are now 11-1 in Canada West play.
Salomon Micko Benrimoh
Senior Staff Writer

The UBC men's basketball team
swept their weekend series with the
University of Alberta Golden Bears
through two commanding wins. The
team now has a three-game winning
streak heading into next week's
double header against the Mount
Royal University Cougars.
On Friday night, the T-Birds
stormed out in the first quarter
scoring 21 points to Alberta's 17.
Their momentum slowed a bit
in the second and third quarters,
and Alberta took advantage. The
two teams entered the last quarter
with Alberta ahead by a basket.

The 'Birds saved the best for
last, scoring 27 in the fourth
quarter and keeping the Golden
Bears to only 15 points. The final
result for the first game was 7868 in favour of the T-Birds.
The second game is where
UBC really shined. A reasonable
crowd of about 800 people was
present for the team's 102-76 rout
of the Golden Bears. The T-Birds
even put on a show during warmup, with many of the players
displaying some pretty intense
three-point shooting and dunking
skills.
Once the actual game
started, it stayed in favour of the
Thunderbirds. A.J. Holloway

was electric in the first half, even
stuffing seven-foot-one centre
Brett Roughead from getting a
basket in the first quarter, much
to the delight of the crowd. The
'Birds combined for a whopping
57 points in the first half and they
would continue outscoring the
Golden Bears for the rest of the
game.
The T-Birds are now 11-1
in Canada West play and 18-2
overall, ft
The 'Birds will look to continue
their winning streak next week
when they hit the road to face the
Mount Royal University Cougars
in Calgary, Alberta.
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