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Four UBC students
travelled to Fort
Mc Murray, Alberta
where they
participated in a
protest against
the mining ofthe
Oil Sands with
Greenpeace. It
lasted over 24 hours.

See Page 5.
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WELCOME BACK BBQ BRINGS IN MORE
THAN EXPECTED
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This year's Welcome Back BBQ was a great
success, with a higher turnout than last
year, said AMS President Blake Frederick.
"We were fortunate enough to have an
extremely nice day, very good set of bands
playing and a very high turnout. It was a
great event," said Frederick.
The AMS doesn't keep track of admissions, but Frederick said that based on
observation, there was a larger turnout
this year, a fact seemingly confirmed by a
20 per cent increase in food and beverage
sales from lastyear.
He said that the annual event was under budget, and that the AMS had a return
of $36,000 from food and beverage sales,
$2000 more than anticipated. There were
also no security incidents or altercations
at the event.
DEPRESSION INCREASES CANCER
DEATH RATE

UBC researchers have studied the first
analysis of depression and cancer research, finding that depression can affect
a cancer patient's likelihood of survival.
The research, led by psychology
graduate student Jillian Satin, shows
an increased mortality rate in patients
who have reported more depression
symptoms and in patients who have been
diagnosed with depression or a related
disorder.
The death rates were found to be
a maximum of 2 5 per cent higher in
patients who have displayed depressive
symptoms, and 39 per cent higher
in those diagnosed with a depressive
disorder. The link between depression in
cancer patients and risk of death remains
small, but physicians are advised to continue to regularly screen cancer patients
for depressive symptoms.
There was no clear association between
cancer progression and depression.
UBC PSYCHOLOGISTS SAY KAFKA
MAKES YOU SMARTER

A study conducted by professor Steven
Heine found that reading works by 20th
century fiction writer Franz Kafka, or at
least making sense of bizarre and surprising concepts, could make you smarter.
Heine asked one group of subjects to
read the nonsensical version of Kafka's
short story The Country Doctor, while the
other group was asked to read a different
version of the story that was rewritten to
make sense. Subjects were then asked to
complete a task intended to teach them
artificial grammar.
Results found that subjects who read
the nonsensical version were more
motivated to find structure. They recognized more letter strings in the artificialgrammar learning task, plus fared better
on the task than people who read the less
complex version of the story. These findings prompted researchers to conclude
that when people are shown a series of
unexpected or bizarre concepts, they try to
make sense of them, therefore exercising
their brains.
UBC'S WINE LIBRARY RECEIVES GRANT

UBC's Wine Research Centre was given
a grant of $3.4 million to further their
research on fermentation genes in yeasts
used for wine fermentation.
The grant was provided by Genome
Canada and Genome British Columbia,
and was announced on September 9.
The centre now has $ 17 million in research funding, and the grant is the third
to be received in the past tenyears.
In addition to conducting wine
research, the centre contains more than
22,000 bottles in its wine library.
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Peak Oil and Climate Change
• James Murray of University of
Washington, School of Oceanography speaks on peak oil and climate
change. • 4pm, Earth and Ocean
Sciences Building 330A.

Raven Spirit Dance • 12pm, Scotiabank Dance Centre, 677 Davie
St, tix $10, $7 for students, Info:
604 6 0 6 6400, thedancecentreca.
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CONTRIBUTORS
It was in the dog days of summer when Kyrstin Bain
came to town with her troupe of vagabond performers
Steven Chua and Bryce Warnes performed feats of
agility, while Kate O'Donnell, Lauren Whitehead, and
Grant Burns exhaled pillars of fire. Jennifer Gibson
wrestled a bear, Celestian Rince spoke in tongues, Kai
Green improvised a soliloquy, and Stephanie Meine
swallowed a live carp. Mary Leong played the sitar while
a group of children raised by wolves (Miranda Elliot,
Alexis Stoymenoff and Katherine Mackin were their
human names) scampered about. Kate Barbaria and
Anthony Goertz spontaneously combusted on command
and singed Trevor Record's prodigious moustache.
Pierce Nettling and Trevor Melanson restrained him, and
Stephanie Findlay distracted the gathering crowds with a
curious dance. Sarah Chung, Sarah Ling and Samantha
Jung (The Snake Sisters) danced on pythons, and Neil
Beauchamp wept for humanity's plight. Charlize Gordon
played mandolin, while Liselle Law wove blankets.
Lansa Karr applauded as Kasha Chang and Austin Holm
beatboxed. Meanwhile, Chibwe Mweene had to leave on
important business. (He never returned.) Robin ascended
before anyone could learn her surname. When the police
arrived, Krittana Khurana and Goh Iromoto were the only
ones still their, cleaning up the mess. When asked for
testimony, they just laughed and laughed and laughed
Paul Bucci and Kate Barbaria were not included in any
of this, neither were Gerald Deo or Tara Martellaro, but
most definitely not grammar princess Katarina Grgic or
her drunk textee sports guru Justin Douglas McElroy
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UBC Opera • On the Greenheart
Canopy Walkway-Part of UBC
Culture Fest. Nancy Hermiston
and UBC Opera singers perform
high above in the beautiful forest
canopy at UBC Botanical Garden.
• 2:30-3:30pm, UBC Botanical
Gardens, tix $20.
MOA Mashup • Experience
spontaneous outbreaks of music,
dance, interactive video and light
projections, plus a live drawing performance by emerging visual artist
Numangatini MacKenzie aka The
Noble Savage. • 5pm-8pm, The
Museum of Anthropology, free.
FRIDAY, SEPT 18
Interlude • Education Now! with
STAND UBC present a series
of eclectic and local talented
musicians spreading their vibes
to encourage and empower
disadvantaged youth to go to postsecondary school. • Doors open at
7:30pm, Show at 8pm, The Gallery
Pub, SUB, Tix $5.
Pulse • Claire French & Julie
Lebel • 8pm, Scotiabank Dance
Centre, 677 Davie St, Tix $20/$15
for students, 604 606 6400, thedancecentre.ca.
SATURDAY, SEPT 19
FestEVOLVE • With a mix of hands
on art and science activities, this
event is a great way for the whole
family to learn about evolution.. •
Beaty Biodiversity Museum Courtyard, 2212 Main Mall, 10am-2pm,
free.

A Tribute to Allan King • Pacific
Cinematheque presents two evenings
in tribute to Alan King, one of Canada's
foremost filmmakers and one of cinema's
groundbreaking (and boundary-bending)
documentarians, who ded on June 15
this year at the age of 79 • Pacific Cinematheque, O Howe Street, Vancouver
$8 Senior/Student Singb Bi, $10 Senior/
Student Double Bi

exhibit, features over 40 photographs
by New Zealand artist Mark Adams •
Runs through l/lfcd Sept 30 Museum of
Anthropology freeforstudents, staff and
faculty

If you have an event you want
listed here, e-mail us at eventsta
ubyssey.ca. This means you, all
clubs on campus

Tonel: Las partes que mas me sudan
cuando me pongo nervioso* [The
parts of me that sweat the most when
i get nervous ], a large diptych drawing
of a sweating male nude, the works
evokes graphic humour while dealing
with marginal aspects of sexuality and
the physical nature of human bodies, by
artist Antonio Eligio Fernandez* Through
Oct 12, with an artist tak on Tuesday
Sept 29,12:30pm-l:30pm. miter C
Koerner library [room 742] more info at,
belkinubcca/current, free.

CORRECTION
In the September 14 edtion of The
Ubyssey, we printed that the proposal
for the location of the palliative care
hospice on campus would go to the
Board of Governors for approval at their
committee meeting on Thursday. In fact,
the Board is only going to be voting on
approval of the name of the centre. The
Ubyssey regrets this error

SUNDAY, SEPT 29

6 7
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Global Dance Connections • Alyson
Wshnousky + Jean-Sebastien Lourdais/
La Compagnie Defaut de Fabrication. A
partnership between the Festival Transatiantique Montreal/Quartiers Danses and
The Dance Centre. • 8pm, post-show
Scotiabank Dance Centre, 677 Davie
Stieet, Vancouver Tix $20/$16 students,
Info: 604 606 6400, thedancecentreca
Fired Up and Ready to Go: Blueprint
for Young Entrepreneurs • Learn
from experience as Dr Ossama Hassanein—Chairman of Rising Tide Funds, cofounder of eight successful start-ups and
venture capitalistresponsiblefor $1 billion
funds—shares his secrets of success. •
5pm-6pm, Forest Sciences Centre, Rm
1005, 2424 Main Mai, free
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Business week • Clubs, conference
leaders and sponsor companies come
MEDIUM
together f a a mixture of fun, games,
giveaways and valuable involvement opsolution, tips and computer
portunities for UBC students, a good way
programs at www.sudoku.com
to network and find out about the many
ways to get involved come and find
out more about your faculty, school and
comunty • Main Mai directly infront of the
Henry Angus bulbiing until Friday Sept 18.
tatau : samoan tattooing and golbal
culture* An insightful and provocative

3
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ONGOING EVENTS
UBC REC Shopping Week • In the
student recreation centre-shopping week
allows students to try out any of the 30+
UBC REC classes, including: yoga, dance,
pilaties and martial arts • Until Sunday
Sept 20, free.
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LSAT MCAT
GMAT GRE
Preparation Seminars

HAIRCUTS BY
DONATION EPT27
*AII Proceeds Go To The David Suzuki Foundation

• Complete 30-Hour Seminars
• Convenient Weekend Schedule
• Proven Test-Taking Strategies
• Experienced Course Instructors
• Comprehensive Study Materials
• Simulated Practice Exams
• Limited Class Size
• Free Repeat Policy
• Personal Tutoring Available
• Thousands of Satisfied Students

OXFORD SEMINARS
604-683-3430
1-800-269-6719
www.oxfordseminars.ca

The ubyssey was called
a vile rag
because sex columns
and bad jokes were
their bag
and they never learned
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Number 0040878022

printed on^100s%
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For more information follow us at www.twitter.com/toniguy

as people's eyes
burned
and kathy really
wanted a shag
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UBC students in Fort McMurray Twitter their experience:

bwifcfcer
talks Oil Sands

We are here at the Tar Sands site, security is already here #stoptarsands. 8:03pm Sept 15
From one of the activists on the excavator: the whole site has stopped production - now it's the turn of world leaders to #stoptarsands. 10:19pm Sept 15
Activists sleeping now on mega-machines in the Canadian Tar Sands.... #stoptarsands. 11pm Sept 15
The police is still here around us and workers come to see what we are doing. The tar smell seems to get worse in the morning. 9am Sept 16
As quickly as it began, our action is now finished, a peaceful resolution means this battle to #stoptarsands is over... for now. 2pm Sept 16 .
_
_

News

Biking drunk is my right
Students and young 20- and 30-somethings ride home wasted
STEPHANIE FINDLAY
sfindlay@ubyssey.ca
Just over two weeks ago Ontario was
rocked after cyclist Darcy Allan Sheppard suffered fatal injuries from a
black Saab convertible driven by
Michael Bryant, then Ontario attorney
general and one of the province's rising political stars. The incident stoked
the fire in one of the most politicized
issues in transportation today: the debate between motorists and cyclists.
Sheppard had been drinking—a defiantly habitual nighttime practice of
many young riders on the road today.
For some, drunk bicycling isn't a
big deal. "It's fairly obvious that it's
kids [riding drunk]," said Yifan Li, a
fourth-year UBC psychology student
and employee of Reckless Bike Stores.
"If you go to a bar in East Van, there's
a bunch of bikes outside. At the end
of the night hipsters stumble outside
after drinking [beer] and grab their
bikes to ride home." Li said he knows
a fair amount of people who drive
drunk on a regular basis.
Besides, said Li, "Every time I've
been hit by a car I've been sober." But
even though he's wiped out drunk, Li
has never been hit by anyone when
he's riding late at night.
The majority of collisions happen
during the day when there are high
numbers of commuters, said Constable Jeff Peterson of the Vancouver
Police Department. He's never heard
of a set of circumstances like the Ontario case. "I'm not saying there aren't
people that ride after drinking," said
Peterson, "but it's not a problem for
us. We haven't been inundated with
complaints."
In a 2009 TransLink report to the
City of Vancouver, it was found that
between 2002 and 2006 there was a
total of 4049 reported collisions with
motor vehicles involving cyclists in
Metro Vancouver, ten of which were
fatal—equivalent to an average of 810
collisions and 2.5 fatalities per year.
Cycling is most common in student locales, according to a City of Vancouver
administration report, with census
tracts in West Point Grey, Kitsilano
and South Cambie neighbourhoods.
However, many collisions go unreported, said Peterson. Furthermore,
a bicycle crash is only recorded as a
collision if a cyclist is involved with a

motor vehicle, otherwise it's a casualty and it doesn't get put in the books.
When riding at night, Vancouver
bylaws state that a bicycle must have
a lighted lamp mounted on the front,
a red reflector, another lighted lamp
for the rear and, of course, a helmet.
However, a little investigation
at the late-night haunts of 20- to
30-somethings throughout Vancouver
revealed that most, if not all, cyclists
failed to meet all the requirements of
the standard biking outfit.
This is where things get complicated. There are key differences
between riding bikes and driving
cars. Although a cyclist in BC is bound
to the same laws as a driver of a
vehicle, they aren't as regulated as
their four-wheeled counterparts. Plus,
more individuals are allowed to ride
a bike than drive a vehicle. As traffic
essayistJeffrey A Hiles writes, "One of
bicycling's greatest assets, arguably
its single most socially significant attribute, is the mobility it offers people
from a wide range of ages, abilities,
and economic means. The truth is,
this mobility is inherently linked to
the fact that the activity is cheap, convenient and loosely regulated."
But Dr Shelina Babul-Wellar, as-

sociate director and sports injury specialist of the BC Injury Research and
Prevention Unit, said that more regulation should be enforced. She emphasized how riders underestimate
the potential for serious injury falling
off their bikes—especially when riders
aren't wearing a helmet.
'Tour skull is only the thickness
of three pennies, and if you fall on
the cement there is a high likelihood
that you are going to sustain a head
injury," said Babul-Wellar. "For a lack
of a better word, I think it's stupidity
because you're putting yourself at a
higher risk."
Cameron Maitland, a 24-year-old
freelance copywriter, said that around
a dozen of his friends have gotten hurt
drunk biking. A 20-year old from Edmonton lost control and hit a parked
car, and a Vancouverite in his late
20s collided with a moving car. Both
suffered what Maitland described as
"personality-altering" head injuries,
and one of them has permanent
short-term memory loss.
"Especially in Vancouver, everyone
complains about not being treated
with the same respect as cars, buses
and motorcycles, yet bikes around
drunk like it's not an issue to their

own and the public's safety," said
Maitland.
"If we as bikers want the same
respect, we should be expected to be
slapped with and follow the same
rules, whether they be paternal safety
rules or not, as other vehicles on the
road."
But since riders bear the full costs
of their actions, some say the issue
isn't about the limits of paternalistic
policy. Rather, it's more a survival
of the fittest. There's nothing wrong
with letting personal autonomy run
its course.
"You can't stop people from throwing knives at themselves if you want
to," said Alex Goodall, a 22-year-old
musician from Toronto. "This one
time I was biking down the street
and I passed out on my bike. I woke
up veering down the street," he said.
"Worst case scenario a car hits me,
and that's my fault." t l

ANTHONY GOERTZ GRAPHIC/THE UBYSSEY

AMS considering raising student fees
SARAH CHUNG
schung(?ubyssey.ca
To alleviate their $250,000 structural deficit, Alma Mater Society (AMS)
VP Finance Tom Dvorak has recommended holding a referendum to
raise student fees in accordance
with the rise in the cost of standard
living, or the Consumer Price Index
(CPI).
The suggestion was made at AMS
council meeting in midjuly when
the 2009/2010 budget was presented. Currently UBC students pay
$9 for student fees that give them
access to AMS Student Services such
as AMS Foodbank, AMS Tutoring,
Safewalk, Speakeasy and the Sexual
Assault Support Centre. The student

fee could be raised approximately
$ 1 each year if linked to rise with
CPI.
A structural deficit means that
the money allocated in the budget
is greater than the expected revenue. Dvorak told The Ubyssey that
although the AMS currently holds
$7 million in reserves, this money
cannot be replenished, and that it
is irresponsible and unsustainable
in the long term to continue overspending. "We can keep going for
37 years," said Dvorak, "but what
if everyone got sick and we had to
pull out money from the insurance
fund?"
A supplement to the AMS budget
summary reveals that 31 per cent
of expenditures were spent on student government initatives that in-

clude salaries, lobbying htnds, and
student loan funds, 28 per cent on
administration and information, 23
per cent on programs and publications, and 18 per cent on student
services. The last item is the area
of the budget that is dedicated to
student fees.
One of the biggest causes of the
deficit is due to the large increase
in salaries last year. The AMS voted
last August to give its workers an
emergency pay raise that ranged
from 10 per cent to 110 per cent.
"Our biggest expense at the AMS
is salaries," said Dvorak. "We used
to be completely a volunteer organization....this year [we're] spending
$ 150,000 ayear in salaries."
"I think that we've been growing
as an organization, and as we've

been growing, we've never shrunk,"
he said.
Another reason is due to the sudden drop in business operations after
a number of "soaring" years. When
faced with the economic crisis, business operations such as AMS catering took a hit. "Things like commercial bookings, international bookings
up at Whistler lodge., .there's a deficit
on those," said Dvorak.
Another potential solution that
was raised included reallocating
finances. This would involve cutting
funds from departments, promotion of volunteerism for AMS staff,
and seizing new business opportunities that could regenerate profit.
The AMS Budget Committee is expected to finalize their proposal by
November 2010. t J

ISPOTLIGHT

Dr Erich Vogt
Physics professor
teaches students
for free since 1975
SARAH LING
Contributor
On the brink of his 80th birthday, Dr
Erich Vogt's dedication to the education of UBC students is strong as it
was 44 years ago.
Vogt earned his PhD studies at
Princeton University at a time when
Einstein, Oppenheimer and many
other masters of physics were still
active on site.
In 1965, Vogt came to UBC in
1965 to teach physics. He also
helped found TRIUMF. Founded in
1968 out of a partnership with UBC,
SFU, and UVic, TRIUMF is Canada's
National Laboratory for Particle and
Nuclear Physics.
"TRIUMF continues to thrive in
fundamental research and medical
applications after many decades of
successful science. It has recently
evolved into a world centre for nuclear astrophysics," he said.
In 19 7 5, Vogt became the VP Academic of UBC, where he served for
six years. He continued to teach firstyear physics for all of those years,
something he still does in his postretirement years. He ceased to be
paid anything for teaching in 1975.
However, Vogt noted that in the
past few years, "as many more professors received post-retirement
teaching appointments and received
some payfortheir teaching, I also received the small teaching stipends."
Vogt's inspiration and reason for
teaching for free all these years is
simple: he loves teaching, and he
loves students.
When asked what unique qualities he brings to the classroom, Vogt
said, "What has worked for me is to
convey my love of teaching and, as a
result, to inspire extraordinary effort
by the more than 5000 first-year students I have been privileged to teach
at UBC."
Vogt described a good professor
as being able to use and narrow
down essential qualities such as use
of voice, personality, and humour
to engage students and encourage
them to work hard throughout the
course. At a time of advancing technology, Vogt believes that "these
matters are far more important than
the proliferating mechanical gadgets
and teaching aids."
In his spare time, he enjoys exploring the beauty of BC with his five
children, who have accumulated a
total of a dozen UBC degrees among
them, their spouses, and his 16
grandchildren, of which the eldest
six are now at UBC.
As a professor who chose his
career path at a young age, Vogt illustrates the fruits of knowing what
you love and doing what you love, t l

[I try] to inspire
extraordinary effort by
the more than 5000
first-year students I
have been privileged to
teach at UBC.
—Dr Erich Vogt
Physics Professor
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Game Plan 2009
Join the Vancouver Organizing Committee for the 2010 Olympic and
Paralympic Winter Games, its partners and the UBC 2010 Olympic and
Paralympic Secretariat for an update on 2010 Winter Games planning
and a look ahead to the daily operations of the Games,
Game Plan 2009 will provide an opportunity for people who live, learn
or work at UBC to learn and ask questions about venue, transportation
and security operations.
Open House
Arbutus Room, Ponderosa Centre
2071 West Mall
Tuesday, September 22, 2009
12:00 pm to 3:00 pm

The Canada Line has taken over for the 98 B-Line. GERALD DEO PHOTO/THE UBYSSEY

No more 98 B-Line

For more information, visit vancouver2010.com, ubc.ca/2010 or
e-mail info@vancouuer2010.com
Pour obtenir plus de renseignements, visitez le site vancouver2010.com

TransLink has a new bus schedule
to accommodate the Canada Line
NEAL BEAUCHAMP

Contributor

Specialty Coffee
Premium Organic
Loose Leaf Teas
Belgian Hot Chocolate
Handmade Cold
Beverages
FreeWiFi
\

University Boulevard

%
%
Wesbrook Village

5784 University Blvd
(and Western Pkwy)

MBA House
3381 Wesbrook Mall

Business Hours
6am -11pm Daily

Business Hours
7am -8pm Daily

Now serving at
two convenient
UBC locations.
www.blenz.com
www.blenzstore.com
www.twitter.com/blenzcoffee
blenzblog.com

Interested in becoming staff at The Ubyssey?
1. Make three contributions (ie. story, photo, copy
editing).
2. Come to three out of five consecutive Staff meetings
(Tuesday at 12pm).

TransLink has implemented
a major reorganization of bus
routes in order to integrate the
recently completed Canada Line
into its overall service strategy.
Routes serving UBC have also
had service upgrades to meet
the back to school surge in ridership and to accommodate the
steadily increasing demand.
The rising costs of running
these routes mean that farebox
revenues now only cover a meagre portion of operating costs.
Savings from dropping or shortening these routes has resulted
in improvements to many other
services and extra buses that
can be allocated to improve service elsewhere.
The overall impact that these
changes will have on students
attending UBC, however, is
still yet to be seen. TransLink
has made an effort to improve
service across the board with
frequency of buses as much as
doubled on some routes. Service
will also be more reliable, said
Drew Snider, spokesperson for
TransLink, as the Canada Line
allows for the bypass of congested traffic on the Oak Street
Bridge and on Granville Street.
The recently completed shoulder bus lane along Highway 99
will also allow buses to sidestep one of the most congested
stretches of the highway on their
way to Bridgeport Station.
Snider said that the effect that
the construction of the Canada
Line and the resulting reorganization of service would have
on students commuting to UBC
was "definitely" taken into consideration during planning and
development.
For example, increased frequency on many of the corridors
to UBC will provide better access to all parts of campus. The
41 or 49 can be taken to get to
the southwestern portion of
campus, while routes like the 33
provide ready access to Thunderbird Arena and the UBC Hospital. The new shuttle bus, the
CI9, goes down NW Marine Dr,
then through 4th to get to Alma.
The discontinuance of many
of the long-haul routes out of
Richmond, such as the 98 BLine, has been one of the most
contended changes. It confused

many at first and upset those
who preferred a comfy notransfer ride into downtown.
But Snider said that the move
away from long-haul service is
"consistent with what has been
done across North America and
in Vancouver previously." va
Canada Line: Trains leave Richmond-Brighouse (formerly Richmond
Centre) every 4 minutes.
#98 B-Line: The 98 B-Line, which
ran from Richmond to Downtown
along 3rd Street and Granville, has
been discontinued, with the Canada
Line taking its place. Service along
the Granville corridor will be maintained by more frequent runnings of
the #10. Other major routes out of
Richmond heading downtown have
been scrapped, including the #488,
490,491,492, and 496. This means
that commuters in these areas will
be forced to take a local bus and
then make a transfer onto the
Canada Line.
All east to west bus routes now
connect with the Canada Line,
providing another option for those
heading to or from downtown and
the rest of Metro Vancouver. For example, both the #41 and the #43 will
stop at Oakridge Station and feature
improved frequencies of every 5
minutes in peak periods.
#33-29th Ave. Station/UBC: This
route will now have more buses running, with service every 12 minutes
in peak hours, stopping at the King
Edward Canada Line Station.
#84 bus: Connects VCC-Clark to
UBC along 4 th Avenue, will still run
every 8 minutes during rush hour
with an added stop at the Olympic
Village Canada Line Station.
#480 bus: Travels from UBC to
Richmond Centre and will run more
often on school days with a transfer
to the Canada Line at Bridgeport
Station.
The C19 shuttle: New on campus,
joining the C20 and C22. It begins
its journey between the Student Rec
Centre and Walter Gage residences,
passing the Chan Centre and the
Museum of Anthropology before
heading out to Alma via northwest
Marine Drive. Service runs from
7:30am until 7:30pm.
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Students: We're not going to take inaction"
UBC Greenpeace activists block oil sands mine in Fort McMurray, Alberta
SAMANTHA JUNG
news@ubyssey.ca
On Tuesday morning, about 2 5 Greenpeace activists from Canada, the US
and France fully shut down operations
at a mine in Fort McMurray, Alberta,
for several hours to send a message to
governments to cease development of
oil sands for oil production.
The activists, which included four
UBC students, infiltrated the Dutch
Royal Shell, commonly known as Shell,
Albian Sands open pit mine at around
8:30am Alberta time Tuesday morning. The mine produces 155,000 barrels of oil a day. The students remained
at the site for about 30 hours before
being escorted off the premises.
The UBC students who participated
in the protest were fourth-year psychology student Jeff Harrison, third-year
political science student Andrea MacDonald, third-year business student
Tim Garner and second-year MFA creative writing student Christine Leclerc.
Leclerc talked to The Ubyssey yesterday afternoon while on site.
"We've been here since this morning and basically we have a blockade
of pickup trucks," she said. "Activists
for most of the day blocked two pickup

"...we were able to
board a giant..twostorey dump truck
and a tractor that
looks to be about thee
stories high We have
activists on that as
well."
—Christine Leclerc,
Activist

"Tar sands use two to three times as much
energy to extract conventional oil and
is one ofthe fastest growing source of
emissions in Canada, and basically we feel
that tar sands have no place in the clean
energy future."
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—Christine Leclerc,
Activist
trucks. As well, we were able to board a
...two-storey dump truck and a tractor
that looks to be about thee stories high.
We have activists on that as well."
Leclerc said "all interactions [had]
been very peaceful and respectful,"
and that mine operations were fully
shut down for a good portion of the
day As of Wednesday morning, the activists were still positioned at the site.
Oil sands, also known as tar sands,
are naturally occurring mixtures of clay
or sand, water and bitumen, which is a
very dense form of petroleum, and are
found in very large quantities in Venezuela and Canada. The protest took
place on the eve of Prime Minister Stephen Harper and US President Barack
Obama's meeting to talk about climate
change policy.
"The global threat [of] climate
change is pretty damn huge," said
Leclerc. "Tar sands use two to three
times as much energy to extract
conventional oil and is one of the
fastest growing source of emissions
in Canada, and basically we feel that
tar sands have no place in the clean
energy future."
Amanda Wood, a volunteer
for Greenpeace Vancouver, said
that their protest was to send the
message, "we're not going to take
inaction" to Obama and Harper,
especially since that there is a UN
climate conference in Copenhagen
in December, and that Canada has

stopped the talks from making progress two years in a row.
"Canadian citizens have really been
trying to get our government to stop
developing the tar sands, especially because it's really causing Canada not to
meet its commitments under Kyoto,"
she said.
Constable Karolina Malik ofthe Fort
McMurray detachment of the RCMP,
said that their role was to just assist
Albian Sands with their security, to
develop communication with the activists and keep the peace.
"It's basically up to the company,"
said Malik on whether charges
should be pressed, "they decide what
they want done." She said that this
wasn't the first time Greenpeace has
disturbed the peace in Fort McMurray. On July 24, 2008, Greenpeace
activists were charged with a violation for trespassing the Syncrude
Aurora Oil Sands mine that resulted
in a fine.
To raise awareness for their cause,
Greenpeace kept up an active Twitter feed. At 12:03pm on Wednesday
Greenpeace posted, "The waiting
game, all are tired, food is low but
spirits high despite poor result from
Obama+Harper meeting."
"It would be nice to have Harper
and Obama take leadership and stop
buying oil from the tar sands and actually switch to green energy sources,"
said Wood, t j
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These photos, released by Greenpeace, illustrate the current protest
in which a number of UBC students
are involved. The top and left photos depict two of the trucks that the
activists were able to board and commandeer. The photo second from the
top is an overhead shot of the protest,
which took place in an open pit mine.
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2283 W. BROADWAY

THE RETURN OF THE $ 3 . 9 9 BR EAKFAST

604-739-0677 thebeagle.ca
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Filomena's is proud to add a new
body menu to our list of esthetic
services. Start the school year off
right
<Boof^a reducing massage or Body
service and receive 15% off.

Swedish
Reflexology
Aromatherapy
Full esthetics menu

604.222.3456

Live concerts with the GRAMMY 9 and JUNO 9
Award-winning Vancouver Symphony Orchestra

2166WesternP arkway
UBC, Marketplace Village
www.filomenasdayspa.com
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PREMIER EDUCATION PARTNER

Sign Up for Free at:

DON'T HAVE EXPERIENCE IN JOURNALISM? NEVER WRITTEN AN ARTICLE?
NEWS EDITOR SAMANTHA JUNG DOESNT MIND COME DOWN TO THE UBYSSEY AND SHE'LL
SHAPE YOU INTO AN AWESOME JOURNALIST.
E-MAIL NEWS@UBYSSEY.CA OR COME DOWN TO SUB 24.

www.vancouversymphony.ca/accesspass

UBYSSEY SHAMELESS GIVEAWAY
PICK UP FREE ACCESS PASSES AND
UPCOMING VSO TICKETS IN SUB 23
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HISTORY OF
SHiNDiG!

Culture

A l t n O U C j n I t l l d S D G G I 1 well-documented during its stay atthe Railway in
the past decade, no one is entirely sure what went on during SHiNDiG's early years, or even
when it first occurred.
"We think it's been 25 years since SHiNDiG started, although records are sort of loose at this
point," current host Ben Lai said, "But we're pretty positive Because we saw a poster that said
second SHiNDiG! ever' from 24years ago."

Culture Editors: Kate Barbaria & Trevor Record

From children's cartoons to Gene Simmons
Hey Ocean! has many talents, the most notable of which is saying no to Kiss

"He'd probably
make us wear platform shoes and
weird stage makeup
and stuff."
—Ashleigh Ball,
Lead Singer

ROY: That's right
U How does your bassist, Ryan Tonelli,
feel about that?
ROY: Well, he was a fan before he was
part of the band, so we had the name
before he joined and I think he's
okay with it. We actually work with a
violin and mandolin player as well, so
we're always on stage with three guys,
minimum.
U With that combination, how would
you describe your music?
ROY: I would call it acoustic folk/reggae and hip hop with an island tinge.
U It's interesting that folk and reggae
are both influences, because they are
also both protest music. Does this
Ashleigh Ball, lead singer of Hey Ocean! just stubbed her toe on the monitors. Just give her a second, GOH IROMOTO FIE PHOKVTHE UBYSSEY come out in the music ofJon and Roy?
Or is that just the departure point?
CBC. Their videos have reached top ten offers, the spunky vocalist leads a sec- the 25-year-old singer said she's also
lists on MuchMoreMusic, and even leg- ond life as a voice actor for children's looking forward to writing and record- ROY: You know, that's funny, because
endary Kiss front man Gene Simmons cartoon shows. But as a rising star in ing a new album—which she hopes Jon was a Political Science major at
has taken an interest in their career.
the Canadian music scene, she has a will be a bigger scale release than their UVic, but our music is not political at
"It was never something we'd ever lot less time to dedicate to her day job.
previous record, It's Easier to be Some- all. We write, you know, about where
pursue, but he came to us," said Ball,
we're from—and where we live is such
"I'm really trying to focus on music body Else.
explaining how Simmons approached right now," she said. "So the other life
"We've all been writing," Ball said. | a beautiful platce, it's such an inspiraHey Ocean! to sign with his new Cana- will have to wait."
"It's been kind of nice just being cre- tion. And we write about personal
dian label.
The upcoming tour includes ative by ourselves and coming up with interaction, emotions—all that guy/girl
stuff.
Although they aren't shutting doors several stops in the eastern US, some new stuff." vl
yet, the band doesn't really think which will be a nice change from
Simmons' label would be a good fit. their extensive touring in Canada Hey Ocean! performs September 17 Ik And you have a new album coming
"I think he'd probably twist things and the West Coast. "We're going to at the Chan Centre for the Performing out soon. Is there a different sound for
around a little," Ball laughed. "He'd New York for the first time, which Arts as part of The Live Sessions concert this album, or can we expect the same
probably make us wear platform shoes I'm really excited about. I've always series with CBC Radio 2. The all-ages Jon and Roy?
and weird stage makeup and stuff."
wanted to go to New York," said Ball. show starts at 5pm, and student tickets
Apart from getting back on the road, are $10.
When she's not fighting off label
ROY: This album is going to be great
because we've got a lot more aggressive, louder sound, more electric guitar
as opposed to acoustic. My drumming
has ska and African influences, for
sure, and I like to bring in all kinds of
percussion, like the cabaca.
Ik Do you think the recent budget cuts
to arts programs in BC will affect Jon
and Roy?
ROY: I hope not! But it does scare me.
We got this good touring grant, and I really hope that it doesn't get rescinded.
You know, we could not make touring
work without that grant. If you don't
have support like that, then you just
don't tour, because if you work it out
you end up with no profit to live on. I
mean, you may as well be working at
Tim Horton's. And that's not a way to
encourage musicians.

Editor-in-Chief of Skewed
Magazine talks shop
Dina Maani, a fourth-year Visual Arts
major at UBC, is the founder and editor-in-chief of Skewed, "the unofficial
UBC online art magazine." Born in
the summer of 2008, the brain-child
of Maani has returned for its second
year of online publishing.
Maani collects works from UBC
students and local and international
artists. Her general layout and design
has blossomed over the lastyear into a
sleek and sophisticated downloadable
PDF, published every two months and
available at skewedmagamie.com.
Skewed was created for students
to address what Maani believes is
a distinct lack of an artistic community on campus. "[Skewed

KATHERINE MACKIN
Contributor

UBYSSEY: So, Roy, the band is named
afteryou and guitarist/lead vocalistJon
Middleton, right?

Artist Profile:
Dina Maani
KATE BARBARIA
culture@ubyssey.ca

JON AND ROY

Victoria band Jon and Roy will be play
I ing the Pit on Sept 19. The Ubyssey
caught up with drummer Roy Vizer
earlier this week.

ALEXIS STOYMENOFF
Contributor
Hey Ocean!'s Ashleigh Ball is a busy
girl these days. Between releasing new
videos, being nominated for a Western
Canadian Music Award and working
on new material, the lead singer of
this Vancouver-based pop group has
been glad to have some time to relax
at home.
"We've done some little festivals in
BC and Alberta, but no big touring over
the summer," Ball explained. "We've
actually been doing a lot of writing for
the album we're hoping to record in
the spring, and just rehearsing a lot
with our new clrummer."
That new drummer is Adam Cormier, a Nanaimo native who first hooked
up with the band in Montreal. Though
his name hasn't appeared yet on their
MySpace, hell be joining Hey Ocean!
on their fall tour, which kicks off this
week with a performance at the Chan
Centre.
"We've got to put him through some
intricate tests on the road before he can
be 'in the band' officially," joked Ball.
The rest of the group, including vocalist/guitarist David Beckingham and
bassist Dave Vertesi have been playing
together for almost five years, and now
it seems that success is creeping up on
them.
Hey Ocean!'s lively and distinctive
brand of indie pop has put them in the
spotlight on radio networks like the

• •INTERVIEW

is] aimed mainly at creating an
opportunity for UBC students to
showcase their work and creating
chances for communication between departments," said Maani.
"Because that really doesn't happen right now."
Professors play no part in the
student-generated endeavor, but
she gets design advice from her
older brothers, who are both in the
business. "My first aim was to make
something, and make it look good,"
Maani said. "At UBC there's not a lot
of design-related things, so it's how I
keep my design going."
Past issues have included features
on artists' studio spaces, interviews
with major Vancouver artists and
behind-the-scenes essays on UBC
theatre productions, t l

Ik Okay, let's wrap it up here. You have
a degree right?
ROY: Yes, I majored in English at UVic.
Ik So, you know what it's like trying to
make ends meet as a student. What is
Jon and Roy's best cheap, carbo load
dinner?

Andrew Salgado's "Bloody Faggot," from Issue Four, COURTESY OF SKEWED MAGAZINE

ROY Oh, yeah! We used to make this
thing, it was called a "Sloppy Joe Millionaire". It was like...manwich filling
but in a wrap.. .and then we would put
it on the George Foreman Grill™. It
was money, you gotta try it I can cook
other, better dishes, but this thing is
awesome! vl
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SHiNDiG! starts off their 25 year
CiTR kicks off their annual battle of the bands
TREVOR RECORD
culture(?ubyssey.ca
The main concert area of the Railway Club was packed near to capacity on the evening of September 15. It was the first night of this
year's SHiNDiG!, the annual battle
of the bands put on by UBC's CiTR
radio 101.9 FM.
The night's acts were Aunts and
Uncles, followed by Humans and
finally Modern Lakes. They're the
first three of twenty-seven acts to
play the Railway over the next few
months. Ben Lai, who has been
hosting SHiNDiG! since September 11, 2001 (talk about an auspicious first night), saidthose twentyseven were selected from around
seventy applicants, although in In keeping with the Indie style of the concert, the photographer used only film to shoot the concerts. LEFT: Modern Lakes. RIGHT: Humans, NOAH ADAMS PHOTOS/THE UBYSSEY
previous years they've had more
applicants.
as you might imagine, did man- took a lot of getting used to, they advertising and a slot on CiTR's for the Aunts and Uncles, "anyone
"The entries have been really age to get a few people moving. scored points for originality. They live music show, Thunderbird can apply, as long as they aren't
signed or in a big band. There's
good this year, though," Ben reas- Others would describe them as sounded like a score by Danny Radio Hell.*
sured us, "We didn't feel like we repetitive, or simply unlisten- Elfman that had crashed into MonSome
SHiNDiG!
winners not many venues in Vancouver
were getting worse bands...a lot of able—even if they won you over treal in an explosion of cellos and have gone on to find some suc- right now, a lot of them have been
people have been saying it's our when they donned their massive weird vocals.
cess—2001 winners 3 Inches of getting shut down, so the underanimal masks onstage. A bit more
strongest year ever."
The winners of each night of Blood, a local thrash metal band, ground scene has been getting
The strength of this year's ap- on the side of normal were Mod- SHiNDiG! are selected by five would go on to find an interna- very tight. So if you get in it's great
plicants is that they are largely ern Lakes, who had been camped judges, made up of members of tional audience and get signed to to get out there, and to play with all
bands who have been playing gigs out in the corner with an array of CiTR and SFU's radio station CJSF, a Major label subsidiary (Road- these other amazing bands."
around town for several months self-released CDs and merchan- music journalists and musicians, runner, whom they would later
SHiNDiG! starts at 9:30pm
before the concert; something that dise (along with a fairly sizeable and will move on to the semi- leave.) But it's not exactly a one- Tuesdays, and admission is $9.
is not always the case, Ben said. entourage). But despite their finals. The Railway will continue way ticket to fame; last year's win- They're also giving out passes for
Going by the first night's acts, excellent musicianship, notably to host three-act shows every ners, Hermetic, were playing out- the entire season for $45. va
however, attendees can still expect in the rhythm section, there is a Tuesday, extending to November side the sub for Live@Lunch the
a mixed set of music that won't downside to normal—it can verge 17 when the semi-finals begin and same day as the first SHiNDiG!. * Prizes are also given out to the
always match up with their tastes. on indistinguishable or, worse, concluding on December 8, when But just getting out to perform audience—between the Humans
The second act, two-piece Hu- boring. In the end, the baroque the year's winner is crowned. is enough for many of the bands and Modern Lakes sets a number
of unsavoury jokes, including a
mans, are certain to divide opin- Aunts and Uncles won SHiNDiGts Prize packages are sent out to first, that turn out.
ion. Their reggae-infused electro, first night. Although a bit unpol- second and third place winners,
"SHiNDiG! is great for local few about Patrick Swayze, were
which sounds just as mismatched ished, and with a vocalist that and include free studio time, bands," said Casey Leung, cellist recited in exchange for free beer.
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Your Benefits for 2009/2010
Health
prescription drugs, psychologist, chiropractor,
physiotherapist, ambulance, vaccinations, and more.,

Dental
cleanings, checkups, fillings, root canals, gum
treatments, extractions, and more...

Vision
eye exam, eyeglasses or contact lenses,
laser eye surgery

Travel
travel health coverage for 120 days per trip and up to
$5,000,000, plus trip cancellation and trip interruption

Networks Enhance Your Benefits and Save You Money
Get even more coverage by visiting members of the Dental, Vision, Chiropractic, Physiotherapy, and Massage Therapy Networks

Find a health practitioner at www.ihaveaplan.ca.
Why a Health & Dental Plan?
The Plan is a critical service of the AMS and GSS designed to fill the gaps in provincial health care. As a student at UBC in September
or January and a member of the Alma Mater Society, you're covered by the AMS/GSS Health & Dental Plan. The cost of the Plan is part
of your student fees.

Change-of-Coverage Dates
All enrolments and opt outs must be completed between Sept. 8 - 29, 2009. Only new Term 2 students can opt out or enrol
their spouse/dependants between Jan. 4 - 25, 2010 for coverage from Jan. 1 - Aug. 3 1 , 2010.
Health & Dental Plan Office, Room 61 - SUB Lower Level
The Member Services Centre is also there to assist you from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm on weekdays.

Toll-free: 1 877 795-4421

HOOD
ihaveaplan.ca

vox

Prepaid long distance

Are long distance calls
on your cell phone
BURNING UP your
budget?
,*f£§

THE
UNIVERSITY
OF
BRITISH
COLUMBIA

*500 EXTRA minutes are based on calling from Canada to Canada/USA with a $30 recharge of VOX Interna
card (1.2<; a minute Canada/ USA rate). Certain fees may apply. See V0X.CA for more information.

Try VOX prepaid long
distance calling cards
and pay fractions.
Visit VOX.CA today and
get free bonus minutes
everytimeyou recharge
asjwgmii v
\&urcard.
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Genocide, John Cage and jazz
Switch your classes before it's too late
MARY LEONG

Contributor

Find yourself needing to drop that
course with the prof who drones like
a jumbo jet? Perhaps you're seeking a course that provides a break
from the prerequisites you've been
swamped with in the process of
working toward that oh-so-desired
major—or maybe you just weren't
cut out for the linguistic developments of English after all.
The last day to withdraw is September 24, so we've sifted through
the various courses UBC offers, from
the exquisitely esoteric to the intriguingly informative.

"[The students] can expect troubling material they may not agree
with, or presenting views and situations they may not really have considered," Dr Gisele Baxter said. Not
exactly the cheeriest of courses.

MUSC 403E: History and Development ofthe Broadway Musical

From Rogers and Hammerstein to
Wicked, track the development of
musical theatre through the ages.
This course is being offered for
HIST 347: Medieval and Imperial the first time this year under the
Russian History, 998-1800
direction of Dr Graeme Fullerton.
Expect this class to be interactive:
Sorry, Stalin makes no appearance "Each class we will listen to songs
in this Russian history course. Mix or view clips from movies and
and mingle with the conquering even some of the parodies you
Mongols, defeat Napoleon's Grande can find on the internet," says Dr
Armee and spiff up the country with Fullerton.
Peter the Great.
NEST 310: History of Women in Early
LAST 201: Popular Culture in Latinto Late Medieval Muslim Societies
America
CENS 303A: German Representations
Understand the complexities of
ofthe Holocaust
Learn about life and issues in Latin women's lives in Muslim societies
America, as expressed through mu- through literary and historical sourcFlip the coin and take a look at the sic, film, art and literature rarely es, which could be applicable to the
Holocaust from a German perspec- shown in the North American main- analyzing of relevant and controvertive, through the study of literature stream. No Che Guevara t-shirts sial social issues regarding the clash
allowed.
and film by German writers.
between rights and religion.

GOH IROMOTO FILE PHOTO/THE UBYSSEY

Timing is everything

ENGL 464B: Dystopian Literature
Take a walk on the darker side of
humanity and explore significant
changes in the 20th Century, including, but not limited to, genocide, war,
totalitarian regimes and epidemics
through literature and media.

MUSC 323: History ofPopular Music
Jazz and jive with the best ofthe modern maestros, enjoy four minutes
and thirty-three seconds of silence in
action with John Cage, and perhaps
even get to compare and contrast
Gershwin and the Jonas Brothers.

PHYS 341: Physics ofMusic

Because simply appreciating music
isn't enough; understanding why
music sounds the way it does could
heighten the listening experience—
or at least provide fun facts for tea
time conversation, va

Five ways to fill an hour without
leaving campus
MIRANDA ELLIOTT

Contributor

No matter how hard we try to master
the art of scheduling, most of us are
left with those irritating and (seemingly unavoidable) gaps between
class that are both too long to wander
aimlessly and too short to run home
for a nap.
Before giving in to the lure of YouTube, consider one ofthe on-campus
activities that will kill time and leave
you refreshed and ready for your
next class.

of clothes, you might want to sit this
one out. Nobody likes a sweaty lab
partner.
BREATHE DEEPLY AND RELAX

Take a walk through the Nitobe
Memorial Garden. Located at 1895
Lower Mall just down the road from
the Museum of Anthropology, it's
open all day and is free with student
ID. A walk through the garden takes
about an hour, and you can contemplate calming waters ofthe koi ponds
while conjugating German verbs before class. Ah, bliss.

CAFE CULTURE
FEED YOUR MIND

Get a bit of reading done cafe-style,
like the Europeans. If you're lucky
you might catch the last of the summer sun on one of the many patios
around campus. There are all the
usual suspects to choose from: Starbucks, Cafe Perrugja, Blenz and the
double-deckered Beanery. If you can
drop the extra dime, go to the Boulevard. It's the best latte on campus,
but it's got a price tag to match.

LEFT: Matt, the butler. CENTRE: The Meander. RIGHT: Camilo (the Magician) KAI GREEN & TREVOR RECORD PHOTOS/THE UBYSSEY

Said the Whale listening tour
If the number of well-established CBC-3 and Peak
radio staff swarming the sandwich table were any
indication, music journalism is much less glamorous
than it may seemfromthe outside. But Said the Whale,
at their CD release party Wednesday night, attempted
to recapture some of the glittering heyday of journalistic tastemaking, holding their full-length debut on
an antique 70-foot yacht, complete with butler in pink
Ray-Bans. The Ubyssey was invited to join the Vancouver band, fresh from their weekend gig at the Pit with
Mother Mother.
Said the Whale vocalist and guitarist Tyler Bancroft's
father, a tugboat captain and unusually devoted parent,
had organized the event and took the precaution of circling the vessel in his own, no doubt looking for overenthusiastic partygoers. After a slow ride around English
Bay, Colombian Camilo (the Magician)—the namesake
of their summer single—reduced the crowd of jaded
journalists to squealing kindergarteners with a series of
jaw-dropping magic tricks (or, if you prefer, illusions).
Suggestions of devil-worship and witch-drowning were
taken in good humour, although several guests did eye
the nonexistent gangplank.

So what of the album, Islands Disappear? In this,
their third release, Said the Whale takes a broader
view of things, expanding to include the entire Canadian span and not just Vancouver Harbour. Many of
their songs are geographically oriented, name-dropping Manitoba, Alberta, and Yaletown. Expect warbly
vocals as usual, with a few more sea-shanty-inspired
melodies.
If salty air and piers aren't your thing, rest assured
that the majority of the album is harmonic guitarbased pop music sure to please even the most resistant landlubber. In the event of an emergency, the
happiest chanting choruses this side of the Canadian
Rockies ("A Cool Night Close to the End," "Goodnight
Moon") can be used as a lifesaver, buoying both dragging songs and spirits.
This is desperately precious music, and those
that aren't into sighing and gazing at sunsets may
think the boys in the band have gone overboard. But
if your thing is any combination of "Barrett's Privateers," jigging or the romanticism of travel, you too
may enjoy this nautical tour.
—Kai Green & Trevor Record

From November 8 to 14, the Museum of Anthropology (MOA) is hosting
five Tibetan monks in residence who
will be answering questionsfromthe
public about Tibetan culture. While
you're there, mosey around the
Haida House complex outback as the
fall weather holds. Most of the totem
poles, mortuary poles and reconstructed buildings are the result of a
major conservation and construction
push by Bill Reid and Doug Cranmer.
SWEAT IT OUT
For musical diversions, the Music
The UBC Student Rec Centre (SRC) faculty's Wednesday Noon Concerts
offers a mind-boggling array of drop- (held in the Music Building's Recital
in and sign-up classes, from yoga to Hall) cost only $4 and will expose you
tennis to jazz to ju-jutsu. Take full ad- to eveiything from Brazilian folk muvantage of their Shopping Week, run- sic to Pagannini and Shostakovich.
ning from September 14 to 20, when The series begins September 23 and
UBC students with a valid student ID runs through April.
are invited to sample a selection of
classes free of charge.
HIT THE STACKS
The SRC also offers fitness activities in the great outdoors, including Sorry guys, it had to be said. Let's
the Noon Fun Run Series, starting face it, there's nowhere better to
September 24. Meet at 12:30 outside finish up that reading/essay/assignthe Student Rec Centre for a three to ment that's due this afternoon. Or
five kilometer run/walk around the yesterday. Whatever.
UBC campus. All fitness levels are
Good luck everyone—and rememwelcome, but if you forgot a change ber, kill your time wisely, va

Starbucks: SUB, Applied Sciences, Village, Technological
Enterprises Faculty
Cafe Perrugia: Donald Rix
Building
Blenz: Village

Nitobe Gardens: Right next to
Vanier
MOA: Go North. Go waaaay
North (PS. Richmond is South,
North Van is, well, you know.
Music Building: Next to Koerner library

Beanery: Fairview
SRC: Right next to the SUB

]
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Stacks: IKE and Koerner
Libraries

UH X
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FRIDAY

T-BIRDS THIS
WEEKEND

MEN'S SOCCER
VS.
LETHBRIDGE, 7PM

SATURDAY

SUNDAY
WOMEN'S FIELD HOCKEY

FOOTBALL <j> MANITOBA, NOON (ON SHAW TV)
WOMEN'S FIELD HOCKEY VS. CALGARY, 1PM
WOMEN'S SOCCER VS. TWU, 5PM
MEN'S SOCCER VS. CALGARY, 7:15PM
MEN'S HOCKEY VS. NAIT, 7:30PM

MEN'S HOCKEY
v s

V S

CALGARY, 1PM

NAIT, 1PM

Sports
lATHLETE

OF

THE

WEEK

UBC will be without last year's leading scorer Darrell May as they improve on their 2008/2009 season, KEEGAN BURSAW PHOTOTHE UBYSSEY

T-Birds look to take down Ookpiks
Exhibition home opener for mens hockey team
Dave Boyd leads the Canada West Conference in rushing yards GERALD DEO PHOTO/THE UBYSSEY

Bulldogs on October 3 and its Golden
Contributor
Gophers on October 4.
The double header is a chance for
The UBC Thunderbirds Men's the Men's team to build on the learnhockey team open their five game ing experience they had last year.
pre-season schedule this weekend They finished 11-14-3 with a -36
against the Northern Alberta Insti- goal differential, and were plagued
tute of Technology Ooks in a two- by a large number of injuries. Among
game series. The T-Birds host the the injured was forward Brandon
Ooks at Thunderbird Arena in the Campos, who had 70 points for the
Doug Mitchell Thunderbird Sports Western Hockey League's Chilliwack
Center at 7:30pm on Saturday and Bruins in 2007-08, and will provide
1:00pm on Sunday.
a huge offensive boost with his reTd like to see the team create turn this year.
an identity and play our systems
UBC came together in the second
this weekend—those are the biggest half of the season lastyear and won a
things," Head Coach Milan Dragicev- playoff round against the University
ic said.
of Lethbridge in dramatic fashion
After this weekend, the Thunder- with a triple overtime win in the
birds look to showcase their skill deciding game. However, they lost
and character against the Abbotsford to the University of Saskatchewan
Heat, who are in their first year as in the semifinals. Coach Dragicevic
the Calgary Flames top AHL affiliate. hopes the team will continue to show
They then travel to Minnesota to play the character they did in recovering
the University of Minnesota's Duluth from a rough start lastyear.
BY KATE O'DONNELL

"We're over the learning curve,"
Dragicevic said. "Last year we had
thirteen rookies, and this year we
only have five. We're an older,
more experienced team."
Among the players added this
year are Centres Scott Wasden of
the Kamloops Blazers and Justin
McRae of the 2008 Memorial Cup
champions Spokane Chiefs. Both
are well-rounded players that
contribute at both ends of the ice.
They join Campos and fourth-year
player Jeff Lynch, who led the team
in goals last year, in the forward
ranks.
Supporting them is an experienced blue line, with all seven players returning from last year. Leading the defence is last year's Rookie
of the Year and All-Star Matt Pepe.
"Our goaltending and defence
are solid. I believe they are equal
to anyone in Canada West,"
Dragicevic said, t l

LAUREN WHITEHEAD

MARTHA MCCABE (NOT PICTURED)

Contributor
DAVE BOYD

Last week's game against the Alberta
Golden Bears could not have had
more of a storybook ending. Down
24-6 at the half, the dejected T-Birds
trudged back out onto thefield.But
sophomore running back Dave
Boyd ran circles around the Golden
Bear's bewildered defence to help
the T-birds win the game 25-24 in
a thrilling comeback. Besides a big
win, Dave also managed to pick up
236 rushing yards and a touchdown
on 32 carries to propel him to No.
1 in rushing yards (336), No. 2 in
attempts (43), and tied for No. 2
in yards per carry average (7.8) in
Canada West—not to mention one of
the Athletes ofthe Week.

While most of us were still working on our tans, Martha McCabe
was making waves at the 2009
Swimming World Championships
in Rome this past July. After qualifying at the Canadian Swimming
Trials in Montreal, McCabe set her
sights on making a final in Rome.
The swim cap clad T-Bird from Toronto went above and beyond by
not only making the final but also
swimming a personal best time of
2:22.75 in the 200-metre breast
stroke. Keep your eyes peeled for
this 2012 Olympic hopeful next
time you go for a nap in the aquatic centre. XI
The Athlete of the Week is decided
upon each week by members ofthe
Thunderbird Athletic Council.

BirdCoop price lower, but lines longer
Management refuses to discuss effects of $25 per semester fee
GRANT BURNS

Contributor

Registration lines at the BirdCoop are rather long at the moment. The gym itself is quite busy,
too. Much of the waiting can be
attributed to a drop in rates that
started at the beginning of this
month. The price change was announced earlier this year, where
after negotiations between the
Alma Mater Society (AMS) and the
Department of Athletics, athletic
fees for students were drastically
reduced nearly across the board.
Where joining the gym cost $ 148

per semester last year, working
out at the BirdCoop will now only
run $25 per semester.
However, not everything was
well at the gym. While over a dozen students waited in line to register on a Tuesday afternoon, some
of them weren't entirely pleased
with what's happened since the
drop. Jesse Xin, a second-year
Commerce student, said that the
lowered rates have devalued the
gym.
"It's a good price, but it's busy,"
he said, adding that the lineup on
the first day of class was massive. Xin, who likes to hit the gym

three times a week, indicated that
he's had to change his schedule
in order to get to the gym outside
peak hour.
Asked for their comments
on the effect the price drop has
had on the Coop, front desk staff
confirmed that the facility was
quite busy but declined further
comment. When asked repeatedly
for an interview, Laura Jeary, the
BirdCoop's manager, declined,
but issued this statement: "I
think the student rate is good for
the students. It gets more of our
students active and enjoying the
Birdcoop."

2008/2009 AMS President
Michael Duncan, who led the
campaign for reduced fees at the
BirdCoop, is pleased with the increased number of students using
the gym.
"This has been thefirstyear that
I have had the money to purchase
a BirdCoop pass and I am thrilled
about that," Duncan said. "I was in
the BirdCoop today and overheard
a group of people talking about
how excited they were tofinallybe
able to use the student gym. It is
amazing to be able to say 'we have
finally made this service accessible to the average student.'"

For Jesse Xin though, the Coop
remains crowded. "I checked out
other gyms, like the community
centre but they're so small," said
Xin. The other campus fitness
centre, Gold's Gym, is too expensive for Xin because of the startup fee. For now, he will continue
to appreciate paying less at UBC.
After all, things could change.
Every year, gym membership
sales are at their peak in September. "Right now, everyone's
still on their 'new year' resolution," quipped Xin. "Maybe it'll
die down just like it does every

year." tl

12/UBYSSEY.CA/NATIONAL/2009.09.17

Drinking

• Approximately 5000 people under 21 die from alcohol-related causes in the US each year (National Institute for Alcoholism and Alcohol Abuse)
• The US is only one of four nations worldwide with a legal drinking age of 21. The others are Indonesia, Mongolia and Palau. (Choose Responsibility)
• In Russia, one in seven deaths is related to alcohol consumption. (Canadian Centre for Addiction and Mental Health)

by the numbers

• In Canada, alcohol dependency was reported by seven per cent of citizens aged 15-24, compared to two per cent of citizens aged 25-64. (Statistics Canada, 2002)
• The number of deaths attributed to alcohol consumption in the US has not been below 103,247 since 1979. (National Institute for Alcoholism and Alcohol Abuse)

National

US initiative would make
drinking age laws less rigid
consumption out of public places...
and life and health are being put at
risk."
McCardell criticizes the law for
TORONTO (CUP)-Tylei Bradbury being too narrow. He believes that
was killed by his brother in a motor deciding the legal age at which a
vehicle accident when he was 18 person can consume alcohol should
years old. The alcohol-fuelled crash be a decision up to each individtook place just outside of St John's, ual state, much like the system in
Newfoundland in June 2008. His Canada.
brother Andrew, 22, lost control of
"My own view is that the debate
the vehicle, flipping it off the road is never going to go anywhere until
and reducing the car to a barely-rec- the current law changes. The states
ognizable wreck. Andrew was only ought to be little labs where best
injured in the accident, but is now practices should be determined.
serving a sentence of 15 months in The one-size-fits-all national model
prison.
is not the best way." McCardell also
Trauma is the leading cause of reasoned that as different methods
death for young people today, with of education are explored, young
50 per cent of such cases involving people will be better prepared to
alcohol—but a group of US college make good decisions, and alcopresidents see it mainly as an exces- hol will be brought back out into
the open where people behave
sive consumption issue.
The Amethyst Initiative, launched differently.
in July 2008 and spearheaded by
A personal theory that he feels
former Middlebury College Presi- could work would be to license high
dent John McCardell, is pushing for school graduates deemed responopen discussion around the drink- sible enough to drink after they
ing legislation in the US.
participate in an alcohol-education
"The vast majority of lives lost to program.
alcohol in this country are off the
But Robert Solomon, national
highways," said McCardell.
director of legal policy for Mothers
After talking to some fellow col- Against Drunk Driving Canada,
lege presidents, McCardell found thinks the Amethyst Initiative is
that he was not alone in wanting to a step in the wrong direction. He
re-open the debate.
believes education doesn't change
"We didn't agree that the solution behaviour.
was to lower the age, but that [the
"I find it frustrating that, in light
legal age of] 21 posed problems," of the overwhelming evidence, we
he said.
continue to have these battles. We
"We know that the law has have more than enough evidence
very effectively driven alcohol to implement effective legislation
DANIELLE WEBB
CUP Ontario Bureau Chief

to save young people's lives," said
Solomon.
Solomon advocates regulating
alcohol consumption according to
risks and costs it inflicts on society,
much the same way modern legislation treats other illicit drugs.
"If we started all over, we would
certainly treat marijuana with much
less severity than we have in the
past, and we would treat alcohol and
tobacco with much more."
Solomon credits the high US
drinking age as the one thing that
has impacted the most positive
change for this issue.
"A [US] National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration study estimated the number of lives saved between 1975 and 2007 was 26,000.
That's just traffic crashes," he said.
In Canada, he continued, "The
three jurisdictions with 18-year-old
limits have the highest state. Don't
pretend to care about young people
and then make alcohol more available to them."
But McCardell thinks statistics like
that are beside the point. From an educator's perspective, students must
be informed of the consequences of
their actions in a safe and open environment, not simply told to avoid the
bottle at all costs.
"The law says, 'Don't consume.'
If you're a college president, if you
so much as say, 'If you drink, drink
responsibly' you're acknowledging
that the law is being broken," he said.
"If abstinence is the only thing you
can say to students, students won't
pay attention." t l

PHOTO COURTESY WILLIAM WOLFE-WYLIE

Education Foundation—discussed
his experience working on the
1982 Presidential Commission
In July 1984, the US Congress on Drunk Driving. One of the
passed the National Minimum 39 recommendations made to
Drinking Age Act. The act legis- President Ronald Reagan by the
lated that all states must set the commission was to raise the
minimum age for purchase and minimum legal chinking age to 21,
public consumption of alcohol to to which he reluctantly voted yes.
21 or risk losing federal funding.
Chafetz has since called the
States risk losing ten per cent act "the single most regrettable
of their federal highway funding if decision of my entire professional
their age is set lower than 21. By career."
1987, all 50 states had legislated
Several groups have formed
the legal age as 21.
over the last couple of decades
In an article that appeared in to combat the legal drinking age
the Huffington Post on August 18, of 21, including the National
Morris Chafetz—a psychiatrist Youth Rights Association, the
who specializes in substance Amethyst Initiative and Choose
abuse, and founder of the Health Responsibility.
ORIGINS AND OPPOSITION OF
THE "21 LAW"

Distant Worl
music from

^

^;.v'#,

FIIAL FAITAST.

M ^

Day one
and you're giving back
Day one and your job is more than a job. It's an opportunity to <
your part. That's why Ernst & Young opens up lots of ways to make
a difference. So you can feel good about our green workplace,
tutor grade school students or get involved with our entrepreneur
network. You can even find a cause on our company volunteei
match site. And that makes coming to work even better.
Explore your career options in assurance, tax, transaction o
advisory services.

What's next for your future?
To learn more, visit ey.com/ca/careers and find us on Facebook.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8
ORPHEUM THEATRE 8PM
Arnie Roth conductor
Nobuo Uematsu composer
UBC Opera Ensemble

Presenting the Canadian Pre
performance of Nobuo Uematsu's aw„
from FINAL FANTASY! This extraordina,, „
state-of-the-art video projected on screens to showcase the
game's most memorable and thrilling sequences, with music
performed live by the Vancouver Symphony Orchestra, with
Grammy" award-winner Arnie Roth conducting. This concert
will also feature the North American premiere performance

Tickets online at vancouversymphony.ca

VANCOUVER
SYMPHONY
ORCHESTRA

or call VSO Customer Service at 6 0 4 . 8 7 6 . 3 4 3 4

ONLY YOU CAN PREVENT
CUP STORIES.

=U ERNST &YOUNG
Quality In Everything

WRITE FOR THE UBYSSEY. COME DOWN
TO SUB 24. NOW
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GAMES AND COMICS
1

2

4

3

8

S

'

14

11

'

'

SUSCOMIC.COM, MICHAEL BROUND

13

"

"

1/

12

Oosi'T vOop-^-V AfcouT
TH& 3ofe /MTefV/bW

"
,,

3*

'*
•
23

24

.•"

21

22

II

25

Mi/

• M

28
31

32

37

38

41

42

34

"

S3
S6
62
G5

•
•

SO

bl

54

•

3UST

•
b2

SS

1 1
•

FIN'S-

P.

36

44

"
49

3S

40

"

48

9O

E

1

•

YOU'LL.

RemeMfee^

l-DON'T-CARE COMIC, MARIA CIRSTEA

^ ^ ^ |
59

60

61

"
«.

"

66

"

SANDY CHASE
CUP Graphics Bureau Chief
ACROSS
I. Orchard items
7. Bar bill
10. Some are pale
14. Of late occurrence
15.
Darya (Asian river)
16. Describes a gently cooked steak
17. Wholly
18.
the season..
19. Green land
20. Up-to-date
23. Flight of steps
26. Early hours
27. Snow conveyances
28."
Brockovich"
29. Japanese sash
30. Song syllable
31. Number symbol
33. Spoilage maker
34. Corp bigwig
37. South American tuber
38. Metal-bearing mineral
39. Salt Lake City athlete
40. Test area
41. Not emp
42. Marry
43. Resembling a valve
45. Conducted

46. Author Fleming
47. Goddess and sister of Ares in Greek
mythology
48. Join the cast of
51. Commercials
52. Honeybee
53. Large South American lizard
56. Old Dodge model
57. Feeling of self-importance
58. Elevated
62. Bump into
63. Convened
64. Creed of Christianity
65. Exclamation to express sorrow
66. Paris possessive
67. Dinner course

YORT AND SUSAN, VIRGINIE MENARD
HI, W H A 1 " C « 4 \ =

DOWN
1. Jackie's second
2. Compose
3. Agt's take
4. Kingly, in the juncje
5. Computer key
6. Pack away
7. Japanese mat
8. Not quite right
9. Low plant with many branches
10. Ring of colour
11. Singer Cleo
12. Made a mistake
13. Sows
21. Renowned

22.
23.
24.
25.
29.
30.
32.
33.
34.
35.

Sharon's land
Spanish Mister
Armistice
Draw a bead on
Paddled
Saturn's largest moon
Ivanhoe's love
Hungarian sheep dog
Mild cigar
Kind of kitchen

36. Corpulent
44. Decision
45. Borders
46. Foolish persons
48. Pueblo Indian village
49. Humped ruminant
50. Fungal infection
51. Pond scum
52. Draw off liquid gradually
54. Capone's nemesis

55. "Rule Britannia" composer
59. Sun talk
60. Chemical ending
61. Actress Ruby

Are you interested in making
crosswords? If so, e-mail
our production manager at
produdion(?>ubyssey.ca

now in a
convenient
8-pack
Get a handle on your
auto insurance.
RoadsidePlus' eight
great coverages help
you carry on with
your journey. See us
on campus for your
auto insurance.
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OF CROSSWORDS!
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REASONS WE DONT VOTE
From an Elections Canada survey of non-voters in the 2000 federal election.

Ages 18-29 (That's us!)

ISEX

• Just not interested: 5 8 . 5 %
•
•
•
•

Didn't like parties/candidates: 4 6 . 4 %
Vote wouldn't matter: 3 3 . 8 %
Didn't care about issues: 3 5 . 7 %
Busy at work: 3 7 . 8 %

Out of town: 2 3 . 8 %
• Didn't know where or when: 2 7 . 1 %
• Not on the list: 3 0 . 0 %
• Too many elections: 1 3 . 0 %

• Illness: 10.2%

COLUMN

TOO SEXY

KASHA CHANG
S> AUSTIN HOLM
toosexy@ubyssey.ca

Effulgent readership,
your prof is using his authority to
As we write this, it is pissing make you feel as though you have
rain. The glow of Firstweek is to reciprocate his icky attentions
washing away, and the gloom of in order to succeed academically.
classes is beginning to set in. Wel- That's sexual coercion, SASS, and
come to UBC! With Vancouver's it's definitely not okay. It not only
archetypical autumn looming, we puts undue and unfair pressure
at Too Sexy hope you're planning on you; it disrupts the fairness
on using these rainy afternoons to of the academic playing field for
get both wet and wild. Just don't your classmates as well. Although
forget your "raincoats." Wink, the prospect of academic success
wink, nudge, nudge. In any case, can make it tempting to flirt back,
whether you're playing shag tag we're afraid it has a higher chance
a la Prozzak or just staring at the of making you feel like an easy
rain, thinking of lovers past, we A than putting one on your tranknow the main thing on your mind script. That's not good for anyone.
is how much you wish you could
Let's make it clear that although
be reading a fresh issue of Too the behaviour you describe is an
Sexy. So, without further ado, we issue that other students face as
bring you this week's letter.
well (especially female first-year
Asian economics students), it isn't
I'M A FIRST-YEAR STUDENT THAT
even remotely acceptable at UBC.
DOESNT KNOW WHAT TO DO HERE.
In fact, it's clearly prohibited by
My econ prof keeps picking on me UBC's policy on Discrimination
and pointing me out during class. and Harassment, which can be
It's really embarrassing, and I found in full online at universitythink he's flirting with me too. My counsel, ubc. ca/policies/policy 3.
friends keep bugging me because pdf. The section defining the
of it! I'm really confused..is this grounds of sexual harassment is
normal at UBC or what? Should particularly relevant in your case:
I flirt back for a good grade or
"Sexual harassment refers to
what? I'm afraid of talking to him comment or conduct of a sexual
directly. Help!
nature by a person who knows or
—Sexy Asian Seeking Support ought reasonably to know that the
comment or conduct is unwanted
Hey SASS. Thanks for your letter. or unwelcome. The comment or
Despite what the plots of countless conduct detrimentally affects the
seedy college pornos might have work or study environment or
you believe, prof-student interac- leads to adverse job- or study-relattions of this kind end in low grades ed consequences for the victims of
and lower self-esteem more often harassment."
than they end in rowdy sex and
So what can you do? As
free GPA boosts. This is exactly be- uncomfortable as this may
cause of the power dynamics you sound, SASS, often the best way
articulated in your letter, SASS. to stop this kind of behaviour
By putting you in this awkward is to confront it directly. That
situation of questionable legality, means making it clear to your

prof that this behaviour is,
in fact, unwanted and should
stop. Planting your feet shoulder
length apart, raising a hand
as if you were stopping traffic,
and screaming "No means
No!" is probably the clearest
way to accomplish this, but we
understand a young lady in
your position may feel that this
particular incidence merits a
tad more tact. In any case, this
conversation could occur during
class time immediately following
an incident, or during your
profs office hours. If you feel
intimidated, feel free to bring a
friend, family member, or can of
bear mace along to provide moral
support and a sense of security.
If this isn't an option for you,
other possible recourse includes
talking to the Econ Department
Head, Dr Brian Copeland. He
can be reached by email at copeland@econ.ubc.ca or by phone at
604-822-3849. Alternatively, you
can contact the UBC Equity Office,
which is the body holistically in
charge of dealing with these types
of situations. The Equity Office is
located in Room 2306 of Brock
Hall. An Equity Advisor can help
you put together a letter asking
your prof to stop what he is doing,
or file a formal complaint if that's
what you want. For more information, visit equity.ubc.ca/discrimination/being.html.
That's it for this week, sexplorers. Remember, Too Sexy is always
here to answer questions you
may have if you find yourself in
unfamiliar territory. Write to us
at toosexy©ubyssey.ca with your
questions, comments and comeons. You too could be Too Sexy.ty
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Do you think it's acceptable to drunk cycle?

RoadSenseJfor^Gyclists

TREVOR MELANSON GRAPHIC/THE UBYSSEY

EDITORIAL

$16 mil gone without warning
While we were on summer holidays, studentfinancialaid was cut by $ 16
million, courtesy of the provincial government.
The excision occurred in July. It's September now, and the victims,
us students, apparently don't realize that anything's missing, despite a
concerted effort by the Alma Mater Society (AMS) council to raise awareness about the issue—not to mention the sympathetic grumblings of UBC
President Stephen Toope.
Councils and presidents are fine and well, but what of the masses?
Those most affected by the cuts are keeping silent, perhaps due to a lack of
information.
Well, there's not much to explain. The funds were meant for recipients
of the Premier's Excellence Award and nursing student bursaries.
Clearly, the last thing our government should be doing is helping good
students go to school. And we really don't need any more of those pesky
healthcare workers either.
As blind as our government is to the issue, it's not difficult to see why
the $ 16 million was important, or that the people meant to receive the
help needed it.
And here's some salt for the wound: the AMS wasn't even alerted of the
cuts until this summer, when students trying to apply for bursaries online
were met with "404 - File not found." No warning, no heads up. Anything—
even a text—would have been better. ("Cutting $ 16 mil from student aid loi
sry.")
It's almost as though they knew people would be angry, and decided that
if they were quiet enough about it, somehow we wouldn't notice. The idea is
asinine, but, so far, it seems they were correct. The people this affects have
been carrying on with business as usual. And for some of them, business as
usual means massive debt, if not the inability to attend university at all.
They tore us a new one, and we never made a sound. Isn't it time for a
little noise?

Canadians need real issues to care

Colin Mah
Arts2
"There really
isn't a difference
between drunk
driving and drunk
cycling. One could
argue that drunk
cycling not only
endangers your
life but those of
others as well."

Bret Giolma
Science 2
"No....l bike everyday so I know that
when you're on
a bike it's really
easy to get hit by
a car, even if you
are completely
sober because
cars don't really watch where
they're going....lf it's
a short distance
I probably would,
but if it was on
a road definitely
not."

Hannes Fugmann
Math 4
"Yes. I'm from
Germany, I've
done it in Germany. I think you're
allowed to take
one per meal, or
something like
that, so no one
cares about it. I
think it's okay."

Queenie Bei
Land Si Food Systems 3
"I think it might be
better than driving,
...J just don't have
the chance to
go to a club that
would be a safe
place to lock my
bike, and I usually
try not to get too
drunk. But you
never know. I just
feel like it would
be better than
getting a car ride."

Michael Rusinek
Qvil Engineering 3
"Well, it depends
where you're
going. If it's close,
then sure, but if
you're going far
then no. If you got
some coordination
then it should be
okay."

-Coordinated by Tara Martellaro, Krittana Khurana and Chibwe Mweene, with photos by Goh Iromoto

Two weeks ago, after months of doing his best Stephane Dion impression,
Liberal leader Michael Ignatieff puffed out his chest, raised his impressive
eyebrows, and declared "Mr Harper, your time is up." The media went into
a tizzy. A fall election suddenly became much more probable. And a nation
collectively asked, "Really? Do we have to?"
It goes without saying at this point that nobody wants another federal
election, that people are sick of a dysfunctional parliament, that another
election would most likely result in another minority, which would result
in more dysfunction, and so on.
Which is why when the Bloc Quebecois announced on Tuesday that they
would support the Conservative Party for a key round of budget votes, we
rejoiced.
First of all, it means that that the government will be propped up by
separatists. And that amuses us immensely. When Harper tried to contend
back in the days of the coalition that anyone who ever votes with the Bloc
in order to hold power were selling out Canada, it was juvenile fear-mongering of the worst order. Well, the Conservatives are now going to survive
for at least another week because of those evil frog-eating separatists. Shoe,
move toward the other foot.
But beyond that, it delays an election that, if it happened today, would be
as small and petty as our politics have seemingly become. There's a global
economy undergoing massive changes, a deficit that is spiralling more
out of control every month, two leaders in Harper and Ignatieff who could
not be more different, and where is the national conversation right now?
Unemployment insurance and arts funding? Whether Stephen Harper is
mean, or if Michael Ignatieff has been out of the country too long?
If parties want Canadians to care about an election, then it follows
they should take a risk or two and talk about things people care about.
After four years of inanity, we deserve that before being asked to go to
the polls again, t l
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ILETTERS

IPOINT/COUNTERPOINT

Too Sexy is
sexy indeed

Hello? Is anybody home?
ANOTHER FEDERAL ELECTION IS ON ITS WAY

GOH IROMOTO PHOTO/THE UBYSSEY

PIERCE NETTLING
Contributor

On a cold autumn night in Ottawa,
a blustery gust of wind off the
Rideau rattles the bells atop the
Peace Tower on Parliament Hill.
Winter is approaching. The last
leaf on a tree at 24 Sussex falls to
the ground. The imposing clock
illuminates the sky and strikes
midnight.
"Canada is headed to the polls,"
says Nancy Wilson, one of the
three remaining news readers
on CBC Newsworld. I bemoan the
thought, and reluctantly check my
e-mail. "Help us create change in
Ottawa! Help us go door to door!"
the subject says. Ugh. Click and
delete.
Why now? Canvassing the
streets for votes in this rainplagued city is not my idea of fun.
Dejected by the prospect of another federal election, I glance away
from the window and settle on a
framed photo of the man who instilled my waning idealism.
"Remember your civic duty,"
says Pierre Trudeau, the man in the
frame.

"It's falling on deaf ears, Pierre,"
I groan. "My cynicism about politics
will endure your rhetoric."
"Perhaps, but eventually the
next generation will have to take
the reigns," Trudeau replies.
Annoyed at his response, I snap
back, "It's not like it matters what
we do. Our voices are ignored. Besides, why should I listen to you
anyway? Where's your Just Society now? It's gone. My generation
believes in nothing—we're a lost
cause."
The alarm next to the nightstand goes off. "Election Day in
Canada," pronounces an unrecognizable voice on the radio.
"What a nightmare," I say to
myself, hitting the snooze button
and falling back to sleep.
This country is embarking on
its fourth election in six years.
Who else is tired of the circus?
According to the media, our
generation is apathetic. Yet no
one has been able to figure out
why. Our ineptness at pulling a
lever notwithstanding, we're the
Internet generation. Being informed comes naturally.
We're clearly just bored and
uninterested in the process. Nobody
truly speaks to us, except maybe
that one guy from Chicago—at least
during his 2008 campaign. But
really, how many of us actually know
what "us" is? I used to complain
about us, the lost generation, about
how we don't give a damn or seem
to care about participation. No, we
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Since when did voter turnout
become the one, the only, undisputed heavyweight champion of
determining whether people in this
country are apathetic or not?

There's the prospect of a
fourth election in six years. To
some, this seems to indicate that
Canada's parliament is broken,
and that the country is starting
an irrevocable decline. Never
mind that Canada had five elections between 1957 to 1965, and
things turned out decently then—
during those years we got a flag,
national health care, the comedic
stylings of John Diefenbaker,
and, last I checked, the country
didn't break apart afterward.
Yes, an election is coming up.
Yes, I don't particularly care. Yes,
right now I, my friends and my

Call for Nominations

Dear Editor,
That's not entirely accurate; I
should say, "Dear writers of Too
do care, otherwise it wouldn't be anniversary of when the world Sexy," but let's run with the former.
proclaimed on our Facebook page. economy was brought to the I'm a first-year arts student and
We just don't believe anything is brink. It was a time for urgent one of my orientation leaders last
leadership and guidance, but week praised the quality of The
possible.
I recall last December listening what happened in this country? Ubyssey, as well as being, amongst
to shouting callers on a local ra- An election. What was the result? other positive aspects, free. What
dio show believing this coalition The same, but with the lowest caught my attention the first time
idea to be an undemocratic and turnout in Canadian history.
I grabbed and read it, and what
tyrannical coup. I got a chuckle
In May, the turnout for the pro- I think deserves praise, is the unout of all of this, but the end result vincial election fell below 50 pe characteristically candid column
left me empty. Michaelle Jean, an cent. I wouldn't be surprised to see one does not often find in a newsunelected representative to the those numbers for this upcoming paper, free or otherwise, Too Sexy.
Queen of England, ultimately de- federal election. The election will
Whether or not your groans are
cided what was best for this coun- more than likely produce the same coming from the fact that a firsttry by proroguing Parliament, outcome, and we'll be at this again year student is unwittingly praising
preventing an official vote of non- next year. As The Globe and Mail's the sex article, or that the sex article
confidence for nearly two months. John Ibbitson suggests, the prob- is just getting some attention, I care
Of course, we can't ask why she lem lies in our political system. not. Back home, our papers are
decided to create parliamentary In his aptly-titled piece "Is Canada much too conservative and even
history, as it's against the law. The Broken?" Ibbitson claims it's cre- jumpy about publishing anything
republican in me stirred. I was ated "[a] succession of regimes so about sex so this is a refreshing
convinced this would be that mo- fragile that the campaign for the experience.
ment in history when Canadians next election begins with the first
I'm sure lots of people say this,
en mass would realize that they're Speech from the Throne."
or at least un-vocally think it, but
beholden to an 83-year old Queen
Whenever I walk down Robson sex does not and should not have to
sitting in London. The Canadian Street, I begin to wonder if we're be the pink elephant in the room of
Republic was near! No, wait, this even able, much less willing, to everybody's life. OK, sure: it makes
isn't Australia. This is Canada. We fix this country. The tourist shops some people feel uncomfortable,
apparently love our Queen.
prominently display Obama sou- but a column like Too Sexy, in my
I asked a colleague why every- venirs, while the streetlights are opinion, encourages real conversaone seemed so clueless about how littered with "9/11 was an inside tion about sex for those who read
his or her own country's political job." I honestly forget sometimes it. It is a free and real sex therapist
system functioned. She respond- that this is Canada. But, then again, accessible to everyone—why should
ed, "Well because nothing hap- I'm just an American commenting that not be encouraged? I talked
pens in Canada, and it's boring." on Canadian politics—a Twilight openly with a friend the other day
for about an hour about sex: a conThe sentiment is a shame, but it's Zone anomaly, to say the least.
also to be expected.
Anyhow, I guess I'll see you versation that had started about
Maybe elections truly are the sometime this winter for the 2009 observations made in Too Sexy. It
only real extent of Canadian federal election. Then presum- is an article that clearly arouses
politics. It shouldn't be this ably for next year's fifth sequel. I (no pun intended) interest in talking about what is often considered
way. This week marks the first can't hardly wait, vl
taboo.
Some people would say sex is
a private matter, but some people
are simply too nervous or shy to
generation can be fairly apathet- generation that preceded us. discuss it. The sex statistics from
ic and cynical about the entire Sorry that it doesn't show up at last week's edition (courteously of
political process. Does that mean the ballot box. That's a right we the University of Western Ontario)
we're "bored and uninterested," have.
are a great example of how amusas this writer attests? Hogwash.
So no, we won't march in the ing sex-talk can be. How was I supOnce upon a time, Canadians streets to get rid of the Monarchy. posed to know that 26 percent of
voted for Trudeau and Ameri- No, we aren't going to come out in those surveyed caught their roomcans voted for Kennedy, and ever droves to support Harper, Ignati- mates masturbating? Something
since then people have been dis- eff or Layton in this next election. this resident of Vanier should keep
appointed that young people are Some of us will vote, some of us in mind.
too consumed with their narcis- won't. We're Canadians. We're poSo kudos to Too Sexy; here is to
sistic lives to care much about lite, we generally keep our heads your article lasting as long as peopolitics.
down—when we're not watching ple have problems in the bedroom!
We talk and debate and tweet hockey—and we go with the flow.
Your loyal reader,
and blog and rant and argue Always have. Always will. Sorry
about what's going on in our 'bout that (there I go apologizing
Matthew Willis
country as much as any other again). tJ
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Teaching
Awards' ^ ^ \
TESOL/TESL Teacher Training
Certification Courses

Every year the Faculty of Science
awards five Killam Teaching Prizes to
acknowledge excellence in undergradu
ate teaching and to promote the importan
rtance
of science education. Professors, instructors or
lecturers appointed in any of the Faculty's departments are eligible. Students, alumni or faculty members are welcomed to submit nominations in writing to:
Killam Teaching Awards Committee
Dean of Science Office,
Biological Sciences Building
1505-6270 University Boulevard
Vancouver, BCV6T1Z4
Fax: 604-822-5558
Deadlines
Friday, October 16,2009 for nominees teaching in first term.
Friday, January 29, 2010 for second term.
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• Intensive 60-Hour Program
• Classroom Management Techniques
• Detailed Lesson Planning
• ESL Skills Development
• Comprehensive Teaching Materials
• Interactive Teaching Practicum
• Internationally Recognized Certificate
• Teacher Placement Service
• Honey-Back Guarantee Included
• Thousands of Satisfied Students
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48-MONTH INSTALLMENT PLAN ("PLAN"):

PRICES/ORDERS:
ERRORS:
AVAILABILITY:

CUSTOMER TERMS AND CONDITIONS:

CD/DVD/BLU-RAY BURNERS:
HARD DRIVES:
MEMORY KEYS, COMPACT FLASH AND SECURE DIGITAL MEMORY CARDS:

GRAPHICS AND SYSTEM MEMORY (SDRAM):
LAPTOPS AND DESKTOPS CONFIGURED WITH 4GB OF MEMORY OR MORE:
SOFTWARE/DATA:
DELL'S RETURN POLICY:
LIMITED HARDWARE WARRANTY
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MICROSOFT:
MICROSOFT OFFICE HOME AND STUDENT 2007:
OTHER:

