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EAR denies Arab-Canadians 
right to speak at peace rally 

The result of twenty years of the erosion of police powers. 
Vancouver riot police in October 1970 sti l l look mighty 
similar to those of January 1 9 9 1 . 

FILE PHOTO 

by Lucho van Isschot 
A decision by End the Arms 

Race (EAR) to exclude Arab-Ca­
nadians from speaking at last 
Saturday's downtown peace rally 
has drawn criticism from the Arab 
community and has caused dis­
sent within the anti-war coalition. 

Cynthia Flood, a spokesper­
son for the Mid-East Peace Action 
Coalition (MEPAC), said the deci­
sion bordered on censorship. 

She added that her "... group 
was generally shocked and ap­
palled." 

An estimated 10,000 demon­
s t ra tors a t the Vancouver Art 
Gallery listened to a variety of 
speakers, none of whom were of 
Arab descent. 

EAR, an umbrella organiza­
tion for more than 200 anti-war 
groups responsible for the fund­
ing and planning of Saturday's 
rally, was in charge of drawing up 
the speaker's list. 

Mazen Sukkarie, a UBC stu­
dent of Arab descent and a found­
ing member of Hope for Peace on 
Earth (HOPE), was also concerned 
with the exclusion of Arab Cana­
dians from the speakers list. 

"This issue is of concern to 
the Arab students of UBC because 
it might show that we are on a 
separate side, when we are not," 
he said. 

Activists fear court decision enables 
police to arrest protestors at will 
by Rick Hiebert 

VANCOUVER (CUP)—Activists in 
British Columbia fear that a pro­
vincial Supreme Court ruling may 
give police the power to virtually 
arrest demonstrators at will. 

Th ree m e m b e r s of t h e 
N a n a i m o - b a s e d a n t i - n u c l e a r 
Nanoose Conversion Campaign 
had their lawsuit against five local 
RCMP officers dismissed by Jus­
tice John Cowan last week. 

The protesters went to Prime 
Minister Brian Mulroney's cam­
paign appearance in Nanaimo in 
1988. The RCMP arrested Laurie 
MacBride, Norman Abbey and 
Brian Stedman after MacBride 
refused to show the contents of her 
bag to a plainclothes Mountie. The 
bag held an anti-nuclear banner. 

The three protesters were then 
j a i l ed for t h r e e h o u r s un t i l 
Mulroney left town. During the 
trial, several RCMP officers testi­
fied that they believed that the 
activists had a gun. No charges 
were ever laid against the activ­
ists, who were held without charges 
being laid. 

"It was important...that the 
plaintiffs be detained until it was 
determined that there were more 
substantial reasons for the police's 
actions that had been apparent," 
Cowan wrote in his decision. 

"(It) is easy to overlook...that 

while citizens of this country have 
rights, they also have duties and 
obligations. Not the least of those 
is to obey and respect the laws of 
the country including...the law re­
quiring that citizens not obstruct 
those charged with the enforce­
ment of the laws," he wrote. He 
ru l ed t h a t t h e p a s s i n g of 
MacBride's bag was a "wilful ob­
struction" of the officer's attempt 
to identify what was in the bag. 

"This decision allows the po­
lice to jail a suspect without evi­
dence and then begin a search for 
t h a t ev idence t h a t l e ads to 
charges," said Vancouver lawyer 
Donald Crane, whois representing 
the three. "This is an erosion of an 
important safeguard to Canadians' 
legal rights." 

Crane's clients have already 
begun an appeal to the provincial 
Court of Appeal, but the earliest 
court date available is eight months 
from now. 

"The police were trying to iso­
late the P.M. from dissenters and 
this is a serious breach of their 
usual role," Crane said. 

He said there was evidence at 
the trial which implied that the 
police acting as security at the rally 
were screeningout people who were 
likely to argue with the Tories there 
or demonstrate inside the hall 
where the P.M. was speaking. 

Local activists fear the impli­
cations of the decision. 

"It's dangerous to give the po­
lice more powers to arrest people 
who look odd, or arrest people for 
what they might do. It's a possible 
step towards a police state," said 
John Mates of Greenpeace. 

Mates said the decision could 
intimidate those who want to pro­
test publicly in B.C., particularly 
those who want to act against Ca­
nadian participation in the Per­
sian Gulf war. 

"I hope t ha t this decision 
doesn't change how the police act 
in the future. In my experience, 
the police has been polite and re­
spectful to our actions. I wouldn't 
want that to change. The police 
shouldn't judge what is right and 
wrong to discuss," he said. 

The Nanaimo RCMP detach­
ment has declined comment. 

Constable Bob Cooper of the 
Vancouver police said he wasn't 
sure that Cowan's decision gave 
the police "any powers we don't 
already have." 

"I think that we've seen quite 
an erosion of police powers over 
the past 20 years with various court 
cases and Criminal Code amend­
ments," he said. "What usually 
happens when police misuse their 
powers in Canada is that the pub­
lic or the courts take power away 
from them." 

Sukkarie added that an open 
microphone would have facilitated 
a more representative dialogue a t 
Saturday's rally. 

"We would like to share our 
thoughts and beliefs with others, 
no mat ter what race, religion or 
colour they are, as long as they 
seek peace," he said. 

EAR president Peter Kennedy 
said his group feared that Arab 
voices may have spoken in favour 
of Saddam Hussein, creating a 
rift in the anti-war movement. 

Kennedy said EAR wanted to 
avoid becoming embroiled in the 
Arab-Israeli dispute, fearing it 
would shift the focus of the rally 
from the Gulf War. Doing so would 
have, "Kept people away, ra ther 
than drawing them in," he said. 

Kennedy said EAR draws a 
"fair amount of support from sec­
tors of the Jewish community," 
and did not want to alienate them. 

"Some ofthe Arab people were 
saying that there shouldn't even 
be sanctions," said Kennedy, who 
consulted with the Arab commu­
nity. Some were even "in favour of 
war," he said. 

MEPAC, one of the organiz­
ing groups, urged EAR to allow 
Arab-Canadians to speak, but 
were ignored, Flood said. 

Connie Fogal, another mem­
ber of MEPAC's steering commit­
tee said tha t there existed "poten­
tial for disunity" over this issue 
because EAR's executive had 
overruled the concerns of i ts 
member groups. 

In order to avoid conflict, 
MEPAC will organize indepen­
dently in the future, Fogal said. 

Fogal added, however, that 
the two groups will continue to 
liaise despite their differences over 
the rally. 

Unity slate sweeps 
executive elections 
by Michael Booth 

The Unity slate romped to 
victory in all five positions in last 
week's AMS executive elections— 
the first time since 1974 tha t a 
single slate has swept the annual 
executive races. 

With a voter turnout of only 
eight per cent ofthe student body, 
the Unity slate of Jason Bret t 
(president), Shawn Tagseth (vice-
president), Martin Ertl (adminis­
tration), Ranjit Bharaj (finance), 
and Kelly Guggisberg (external 
affairs) scored decisive wins over 
independents and tworival slates: 
the Radical Beer Faction slate and 
the Progressive slate. 

"We've made a lot of promises 
and now we have no excuses not to 
keep them," Brett said. "We're re­
ally happy and we think we're 
going to do a great job. 

"With all of us working to­
gether, we'll be able to do 70 per 
cent of the work and accomplish 
twice as much." 

The biggest surprise of the 
elections was the strong perfor­
mance ofthe Radical Beer Faction 
candidates. The Faction's candi­
dates finished second in three of 
the positions even though they 
openly took the proceedings in a 
lighter vein than their opponents. 

The Faction's pres ident ia l 
candidate, Ari Giligson said "it 
was a good race and I'm sure it 
will be a good year even though it 
won't be as fun as i t would be if we 
had gotten in." 

A subdued Mark Keister , 
c a m p a i g n m a n a g e r for t h e 
Progressives, said he thought the 
elections were the most democratic 
in years. 

"I'm disappointed but I guess 
running a left-leaning slate in 
AMS elections is like running a 

Socred in Eas t Van—it's an uphill 
battle," Keister said. 

"I'm still very pro-slate and 
even though I disagree with the 
slate that won, I believe tha t this 
was more democratic than previ­
ous elections because the pres­
ence of slates made it less of a 
pe r sona l i t y contes t . " Keis te r 
added that , "Now the AMS is offi­
cially right wing as opposed to the 
unofficial right wing groups which 
have controlled it before." 

Bret t , however, disagreed 
with this assessment and added, 
"Right wing, left wing; we're try­
ing to keep ideas like tha t out of 
student government." 

AMS a r c h i v i s t Bruce 
Armstrong said slates are not a 
new phenomenon in AMS elec­
tions. Armstrong said in 1974-75, 
a slate dubbed "the Student ' s 
Coalition" swept the elections. The 
following year, the executive was 
split between representatives of 
the Student 's Coalition and a Stu­
dent Unity slate. 

"There have been formal 
slates since then but they haven't 
been elected," Armstrong said. "In 
the 1982-83 elections, a "Progres­
sive" slate ran but none of them 
got elected." 

Results were unavailable for 
the Senate and Board of Gover­
nors elections. Results for these 
positions are being held by the 
UBC Registrar's office and will 
not be released until two working 
days after polls closed; sometime 
late Tuesday. 

Five referendum questions 
were also on the ballots but, be­
cause only eight per cent of the 
student body voted, all failed due 
to lack of quorum—the support of 
10 per cent of the student body. 

Turn to page eight for 
unofficial election results 
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0 5 - C O M I N G E V E N T S 

STUDY SKILLS WORKSHOP. Speed 
Reading, memory training, mind-mapping. 
Sat .Feb.9 ,10am-4pm. 261-1300. Cost$50. 

BLOODY SUNDAY commemoration at La 
Quena 1111 Commercial Dr. January 31st. 
7:30 pm. Remembering the 13 people killed 
by the British Army,at a peaceful civil rights 
demonstration in 1972. Panel discussion on 
Ireland past, present & future. Presented by 
the Irish Solidarity Committee. 

11 - F O R S A L E • P R I V A T E 

BLACK LEATHER Biker Jacket size men's 
generous large $175 obo call 43404337. 

20 - H O U S I N G 

A P A R T M E N T for rent . Avail immed. 
Clean, lge 2 bdrm 790/mth some utils 1150 
Jervis. Pool, sauna, laund, parking. Call 
Anytime 681-0019 or 681-1241. 

WANTED: Bsmt su i t e or Bach n e a r 
Children's Hosp. for resp. N/S fern. Will do 
housesitting/dog walking for reasonable rent 
Max S400. 298-1086. 

WANTED: 1 bdr nr UBC/IT Grey with 
underground pkg for N/S, working female 
298-1086 Esther. 

TO SHARE 2 bdrm house. 5 mins. to UBC 
on bus line. $500/mth. + utils. Contact 264-
0385. 

TO SHARE 2 bdrm main floor house. 5 
mins. to UBC. Close to bus line. $500/mth 
& utils. Contact 737-4869 

3 0 - J O B S 8 5 - T Y P I N G 

Between 

Deadline for submissions: for 
Tuesday s paper is Friday at 
3:30pm. NO LATE SUBMIS­

SIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED. 
Note: "Noon" = 12:30pm. 

TUESDAY, JAN. 29 

Student Health Outreach. A Respon­
sible Sex Ed. Program. Displays on 
Relationships Skills, Birth Control, 
incl.thefemalecondom,AlDS&otrier 
STDs. 11-2. SUB Concourse. 

Gays & Lesbians of UBC meeting. 
Noon. SUB 212A 

Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship. 
Prayermeeting/breakfastw/thelntls. 
7:30am SUB 211. 

Dance Horizons. Beginners Ballet 
taught by Rukshana. 3:30-5. SUB 
Partyroom. 

Dance Horizons. Tap class taught by 
Karey. Noon. SUB Partyroom. 

Jewish Students' Assoc/Hillel. Fa­
mous Hot Lunch. Noon. Hillel House. 

World Univ. Services of Canada. 
meeting. Noon-l:30. Intl House (up­
per or lower lounge). 

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 30 

Varsity Outdoor Club, meeting & 
slides. Noon. Cheml50. 

Jewish Students' Assoc/Hillel. Torah 
Study w/Rabbi R. Cahara. Noon. 
Hillel House. 

Student Christian Movement; Din­
ner, fellowship. AH welcome. Group 
incl. Lutheran, United Churches, An­
glican groups. 5-7pm. Lutheran Ctr. 

Pacific Rim Club. Wine & Cheese 
"What does Canada need to be com­
petitive in the Pacific Rim?" 228-6401 
tixAnfo.6-8.PanPacific'sCtrBoardrm. 

School ofMusic. RennieRegehr, Viola 
& Jenny Regehr, Piano. Noon. $2. 
Recital Hall, Music 

Creative Writing Dept. "Brave New 
Playrites" An Evening of Explosive 
one act plays. 7:30pm. Dorothy 
Somerset Studio. 

Student Health Outreach. A Respon­
sible Sex Ed. Program. Displays on 
RelationshipSkills,BirthControl,incl. 
the female condom, AIDS & other 
STDs. 11-2. SUB concourse. 

RUN YOUR OWN BUSINESS STUDENT 
SPRINKLER SERVICES is now hiring on 
campus for the summer of 1991. Wehave45 
manager positions available nationwide. In 
1990 our top manager grossed over $40,000. 
The average manager made $10,000 -
$20,000. Complete training provided. Call 
222-9282. 

TUTORING COMPANY requires a quali­
fied P/T Tutor for Japanese. Please phone 
228-9291. 

PROFESSIONAL TYPIST, 30 years exp., 
word processing/typing. S tudent ra tes . 
Dorothy Martinson 228-8346. 

W A N T E D : 
S A I L I N G I N S T R U C T O R S . 

Sea Wing Sailing School 
is looking for candidates for our 

1991 Spring C.Y.A, 
Instructors Clinic. 

Successful candidates will be 
offered employment with 

Sea Wing. 

Phone: 669-0840. 

ON CAMPUS WORD PROCESSING 

Need the professional touch?... have it done 
for you - you can even book ahead. $27/hr., 
6-8 double spaced pages of normal text per 
hour, laser printer. SUB lower level, across 
from Tortellini's Restaurant; 228-5640. 

TYPING QUICK right by UBC all kinds 
experienced $1.50/pg Db. Sp. call Rob 228-
8989. Anytime. 

DR. ESSAY - Improve your mark. Experi­
enced editing and discount typing honours 
Eng. Lit. Grad. 985-4209. 

RESUMES while you wait or same day. 
UBC location. Also papers/essays typed. 
Editing extra. 224-2310. 

JUDITH FILTNESS, superior typist, A PA 
spec. 3206 West 38th Ave. 263-0351. 

E X P E R I E N C E D P H O T O G R A P H E R 
wanted for August wedding. Please call 535-
2995 Evenings. 

3 5 - L O S T 

LOST-PAIR OF GOLD rimmed glasses, 
Prescription, in black leather case, near 
Buchanan and SUB on Jan . 16. Please ph 
873-4550. 

J B WORD PROCESSING. . . 224 2678 
Fast, Accurate, reliable. Also featuring 
customer operated WP (WP & MS Word on 
PC). 

FIRST CHOICE WORD PROCESSING 
Fast prof, quality French & Eng. Svce. -
Laser Printing - Student Rates ($14/hr.) -
Open 7 days/wk. & eves. 274-7750. 

OpenForumTUITIONHIKES:TJBC 
President Strangway. Noon. SUB 
Aud. 

Dance Horizons. Stretch & Strength 
Class taught by Roy. Noon-l:30 SUB 
partyroom. 

Gays & Lesbians of UBC. Graffiti: 
What kind of jerks write this stuff? 5-
7pm. SUB 215. 

THURSDAY, JAN. 31 

Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship. 
Debate: Dr Roger Seamon of UBC 
(Atheist) & Dr Paul 
Chamberlain,TWU (Christian) Noon 
BuchA106. 

Jewish Students' Assoc/Hillel. He­
brew Class. Noon-2:30. Hillel House. 

Life Drawing Club. Allwelcome.Bring 
sketchbooks.Noon-2:20. Laserre204. 

Pre-dental Society, meeting. Noon. 
Wood #6 (IRC). 

Sikh Students'Assoc, meeting. Noon. 
SUB 207. 

Intl Socialists Club meeting: Women's 
oppression & the modern family. 
7:30pm. SUB 211. 

Lesbian Discussion Group: Safe Sex-
Latex & You. Noon-l:30 SUB 130. 

Pacific Rim Club.The Gulf Crisis & 
Japan" w/LonnyCarlile. Noon. Asian, 
Aud. 

School of Music UBC Symphony 
Orchestra, Jesse Read, Dir. Noon. 
Free. Old Aud. 

German Club,| Stammtisch: Conver­
sation/Card Games. 6pm. Gate 4 
lounge Int'l House. 

Photo Society, meeting, Speaker. Tim 
Harvey. 7:30-llpm. SUB 212. 

Inst, of Asian Research. Dr. P. Potter, 
Dir. of Chinese Legal Studies, Faculty 
of Law - on China & Korea bureau­
cratic Reform & Judicial Review: Ad­
ministrative Litigation Act of the 
People's Republic of China." 3:30-5. 
Asian, Seminar Rm 604. 

Creative Writing Dept. "Brave New 
Playrites*. An evening of explosive 
one act plays. 7:30pm. Dorothy 
Somerset Studio. 

Students for Forestry Awareness. All 
welcome! Speakers: Gitksan Wet' 
suwetenhereditary chiefs. "Natives & 
Land Use". Noon-2:30. MacMilll66. 

Assoc, for Baha'i Studies. Prayer 
meeting. All faiths prayingfor peace & 
unity from their scriptures. All wel­
come. 10:30am. SUB 215. 

DanceHorizons.JazztaughtbyBlythe. 
5-6:30. SUB partyroom. 

Dance Horizons. Jazz, 1 & 2 taught by 
Val. Noon-2. SUB partyroom. 

Chinese Collegiate Society. Free vol-
leyball,badminton&basketball.9:30-
11:30pm. Osborne Gym B. 

UBC Greens. Meeting on Animal 
Rights Issues. Noon. SUB 215. 

FRIDAY, FEB. 1 

Univ. Christian Ministries. FoodBank 
Friday. Bring non-perishables SUB 
box. SUB Concourse. 

Landscape Ecology Geography Info 
Systems Lab. Grand opening. Data 
base for environmental management/ 
landscape planning projects. 11:30-1. 
MacMill 335 & 337. 

Pacific Rim Club/Global Development 
Centre. "Int'l Development & Foreign 
Aid w/ Focus on South East Asia." 
Monique Landry, Minister for Exter­
nal Relations & Intl Development. 
Noon. SUB Aud. 

School of Music UBC Symphony Or­
chestra, Jesse Read, Dir. 8pm. Free. 
Old Aud. 

Creative Writing Dept. "Brave New 
Play Writes." An evening of explosive 
one act plays. 7:30pm. Dorothy 
Somerset Studio. 

Students of Objectivism meeting/dis­
cussion. Noon. 

WAVAW/ Rape Crisis 
C e n t r e i s l ook ing for w o m e n 
v o l u n t e e r s to do r a p e c r i s i s 
w o r k . T r a i n i n g b e g i n s F e b . 20, 
1991 a n d r u n s 11 w e e k s (Wed. 
7 - 10pm a n d S u n l l - 5 p m ) . 
C h i l d c a r e cos t s p r o v i d e d . Call 
875-1320 for i n fo rma t ion . 

Vancouver Rape Relief 
and Women's Shel ter is 
ho ld ing n e w v o l u n t e e r t r a i n i n g 
s e s s i o n s b e g i n n i n g J a n u a r y 
2 8 t h 1 9 9 1 . B o t h D a y a n d 
e v e n i n g sess ions ava i l ab le . F o r 
m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n a n d to ar­
r a n g e a n i n t e r v i e w p l e a s e 
p h o n e 872-8212. 

is now in operation for 
1991!! 

Hours: 7:30 pm - 1:00 am 
Office: North end of 

SUB Main Concourse 
Phone: 228-5355 

for additional information on the program or volunteering 
phone Roma at 228-3961 

applications are being accepted for 

1991/1992 
OMBUDSPERSON 

Please submit 
resume and 

application to room 238 
by 4 pm, Feb. 8, 1991 

For more information 
call 228-4648 

Love for Sale 
(Cheap!!) 

Express yourself 
in The Ubyssey's 

special 
Valentine's issue, 

February 14th. 

We are now 
accepting 
messages 

in SUB, Room 266, 
9 am - 4 pm. 

(Deadline Feb 12th) 

fcAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAl 

DISCOVER THE 
COMPETITION 

7 Days s -
A Week s === =•=. 

F 8.6 jp iv i— free services 
Sat-Sun 5rts= s ^ . . . . 

11-6 !=?====.= laser printing 
UNIVERSITY VILLAGE 2ND FLOOR 2174 W. PARKWAY, VANCOUVER, B.C. PHONE (604) 224-6225 

JOIN THE UBYSSEY! 
Meet politically correct people and be stifled by 

their pretentiousness. 
S U B 2 4 1 K 
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F< plan expands to feed hungry kids 
by Martin Chester 

Despite a hot lunch program, 
many school children in Vancouver 
are still going to school hungry, 
according to the End Legislated 
Poverty coalition. 

L a s t T h u r s d a y , P a t r i c i a 
Chauncey of ELP and Georgina 
Isaak of the Child Poverty Asso­
ciation, made a presentation to a 
Vancouver School Board budget 

meeting to have the on-going hot 
lunch program—which now in­
volves 12 elementary schools—ex­
tended to include 10 more and to 
have the program entrenched in 
the board's budget. 

Chauncey said: "They have set 
the criteria. They have said there 
are 10 more schools that fit the 
criteria, all we asked was for those 
schools to be added to the list. 

"Any school that fits the school 

board's cr i ter ia should be in­
cluded," she said. 

The food program is one part 
of the Inner City School Project 
which is designed to improve the 
education system of schools in 
Vancouver's low income areas. But, 
as Chauncey explained, "the food 
changes the outcome of all the other 
projects." 

The program is set up to avoid 
identifying individual students in 

M 

Trees removed to save Camosun Bog DO'^ MAH PHOTO 

Engineers to host rights and freedom forum 
by Michael Booth 

The E n g i n e e r i n g Under ­
graduate Society will be present-
inga series of four open discussions 
entitled the Rights and Freedoms 
Forum, beginning January 31. 

The forums are part of the 
fallout from last year's engineering 
nEUSlettre which contained ma­
terial offensive to numerous 
groups, especially Natives. Ironi­
cally, the last of the four forums 
will be held on March 14th—the 
first anniversary ofthe printing of 
the nEUSlettre in question. 

The EUS originally agreed to 
host a one day conference on rac­
ism as well as a traditional Native 
Potlatch. However, the plans were 
soon changed and the conference 
evolved into a series of forums. 

Nicole Kohnert and Peter 
Cocciolo, engineering students and 
members ofthe forum s' organi zi ng 
committee, said the new format 

allows more issues to be addressed. 
"A one day conference would 

be too intensive and I don't think 
we would have as many people 
involved," Kohnert said. Cocciolo 
added, "This way we're opening it 
up toa wider range of social issues." 

Each forum will consist of four 
p a n e l l i s t s and a hos t . Each 
panellist will each give a five 
minute speech about their per­
spective and then they will be open 
to questions from the floor for an 
hour. The panelli sts will then speak 
again followed by another round of 
quest ions and summarizing 
statements by the panellists. 

The first forum is entitled 
"What is Discrimination" and will 
be hosted by local CBC television 
anchor Kevin Evans. The panellists 
include AMS president Kurt 
Preinsperg, UBC multi-cultural 
l i a i son officer Kogila Adam-
Moodley, Inter-campus Native 

Student Network coordinator Bev 
Scow, and former UBC chemical 
e n g i n e e r i n g i n s t r u c t o r Dale 
Maranda. 

Preinsperg was delighted to 
be involved and said, "I really hope 
that the campus community tha t 
was quick to condemn the engi­
neers will take an interest in their 
efforts to rehabilitate themselves 
and show up for the forum." 

Kohnert said the EUS had 
little trouble finding people to 
volunteer to serve as panellists in 
the forums. 

"People we've talked to—po­
tential panellists—are all very ea­
ger to participate, to make such a 
discussion available to the public," 
Kohnert said. "We had a little flack 
about the Godiva patches." 

The rest of the forum will be 
held on February 15,28, and March 
14. All forums are at 12:30 p.m. in 
the SUB Auditorium. 

any way. Tie hot lunches are given 
to all students, but those with 
money pay a dollar for the meal. 
The criteria for which schools are 
involved in the program is also set 
up to avoid ident i f ica t ion of 
students. 

Sunrise area superintendent 
Alastair Fraser explained that the 
critei'ia required a substant ia l 
number of children in poverty and 
for the schools to identify them­
selves in some way. 

Fraser said that while he be­
lieved there were many schools in 
such a situation, "neither parents, 
nor staff, nor principals have come 
forth to identify those schools." 

Even with those schools iden­
tified, there is still the question of 
finding funds for the program. 

The program, which feeds 
2,500 children daily has an annual 
cost of between $500,000 and 
$600,000 annually, according to 
Fraser. At the moment, only the 
city of Vancouver has given money 
to support the program, but the 
school board has lobbied for other 
funds. 

"We have looked for funding," 

he said. "Every year we write the 
provincial government who do not 
choose to fund the program." 

He also said any federal 
funding avai lable comes with 
strings attached, which demand 
that all welfare children in the city 
are fed, which make the system 
unworkable. 

Chauncey also said the school 
board should entrench the program 
in their budget. 

"We asked that the school 
board put on the budget as a pri­
ority yearly," she said. "We are 
tired of going back every year to 
beg. 

"We also want them to be loud 
and vocal in calling for increases in 
welfare and minimum wage." 

The budget is not due until 
March, so ELP and other local anti-
poverty groups will continue to 
lobby and pressure the school board 
withletters and presentations until 
the decision is made. 

"This is a model program tha t 
we use as an example when we 
o rgan ize ac ross C a n a d a , " 
Chauncey said. "The problem is it 
is not big enough." 

UBC senate passes 
partial version of 
harassment policy 
by Mark Nielsen 

Despite their concerns, the 
UBC Senate has passed the much 
anticipated policy on freedom from 
harassment and discrimination. 

In passing an abbreviated 
version last Wednesday, the Sen­
ate asked the academic policy 
committee to strengthen the defi­
nitions used and to clarify the ju­
dicial process to be used when 
considering such instances. 

The Senate's race relations 
committee was asked earlier this 
year to draft a policy in time to be 
included in the 1991-92 Winter 
Session calendar. 

Before voting, assistant law 
professor Philip Bryden warned 
that there was a potential for 
conflict between the harassment 
and discrimination policy and the 
university's s tand on academic 
freedom. 

"Most US universities that 
have introduced such a policy have 
immediately found a conflict be­
tween the broad notion of academic 
freedom and that of harassment 
and discrimination," he said. "I 
think the issue is to resolve this 
type of conflict." 

In an in terv iew after the 
meeting, Bryden gave the example 
of a student at the University of 
Michigan who stood up in a class 
and said that homosexuality is a 
disease and can be treated. 

While many gays may say the 
student is being discriminatory, 
others may think the student is 
expressing an academic point of 
view, Bryden said. 

"It may not be a wise opinion 
but is that something people should 
be disciplined for or protected as 
an intellectual argument?" Bryden 
said. 

The dean of law, Peter Burns, 
warned that the real power of such 
a policy is going to be directed at 
students—including those who 
demonstrate against unpopular 
speakers. 

"If someone comes in who is 
pro-apartheid and students dem­
onstrate against him, we can use it 
(the policy) against those students," 
he said. 

He added that some of the 

terms used to define discrimina­
tion were redundant while others 
were open to abuse. He argued 
that disability, for example, could 
include lower than average intelli­
gence. 

And economics professor 
Robert Will pointed out that a 
range of penalties and a judicial 
process have not been put in place 
to deal with complaints related to 
the policy. 

"Right now, I don't think stu­
dents have any idea of what :s 
going to happen to them if they're 
found guilty," he said. 

Although supporting the idea, 
AMS o m b u d s p e r s o n Carole 
Forsythe said Senate members 
could have easily made fools of 
themselves by passing a poorly 
written policy. 

"There are dozens, literally 
dozens of definitions, so they have 
to come up with a definition that 
suits the university campus that is 
both general and specific," she said. 
"Specific enough to cover academic 
guidelines and general enough to 
cover the university and all that 
happens here." 

The version passed by Senate 
reads: "The University of British 
Columbiaiscommittedtoensuring 
that all members ofthe university 
communi ty—students , facult}/, 
staff and visitors—are able to study 
and work in an environment of 
tolerance and mutual respect that 
is free from harassment and dis­
crimination." The original ver­
sion also included a definition of 
discrimination "based upon ances­
try, country of origin, ethnic ori­
gin, gender, sexual orientation, 
creed, citizenship, age, or disabil­
ity." 

A second statement, that "the 
University may initiate appropri­
ate action against individuals or 
groups whose behaviour amounts 
to discrimination or harassment 
or whose behaviour threatens that 
environment of mutual respect and 
tolerance," was also passed out by 
the Senate. 

Dr. Kogila Adam Moodle}^, 
chair of the race relations com­
mittee, could not be reached for 
comment. 
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CFS members 
discuss killing 
BC region 
by Rick Hiebert 

VANCOUVER (CUP)—The B.C. 
members of the Canadian Fed­
eration of Students discussed do­
ing away with the provincial wing 
of the CPS at their meeting Janu­
ary 16-20. 

Students from Simon Fraser 
University and Capilano College 
proposed "dissolving" the B.C. re­
gion of the CFS by this April as a 
protest against what some felt was 
the excessive bureaucratization of 
the CFS and unaccountability of 
the organization's executive. 

"We wanted to ensure tha t the 
various frustrations the members 
were having got discussed. We 
wantedtoopen up the federation— 
it seems to be getting wrapped up 
in bureaucracy, becoming more like 
a political organization and that 's 
not what we want," said Diane 
Larsson, chair of the Capilano 
College Students Society. 

The motion, moved a t the 
meeting's final plenary on January 
20, was withdrawn, but not with­
out discussion ofthe problems that 
the BC members were having with 
the CFS provincially. 

"We didn't want to destroy the 
BC CFS, yet there is a really strong 
feeling t h a t member societies 
aren't being heard—that 's what 
the provincial executive ofthe CFS 
doesn't like, they don't hear ," 
Larsson said. 

P.J. Harstan, the former Vice 
P r e s i d e n t - e x t e r n a l of t h e 
Vancouver Community College-
Langara student government, said 
the motion was a "negative proce­
dure, but the only way to bring 
forth the discussion t h a t we 
wanted." 

Harstan, who was one of the 
instigators ofthe motion although 
the Langara delegation as a whole 
didn't support it, said "Whenyou're 
dealing with any form of estab­
lished bureaucracy, you have to 
yell and scream and kick and throw 
a fit to allow yourself to be heard. 
That is exactly what we did with 
this motion." 

"Do students really benefit 
with the CFS, if not, why be in it? 
If so, why not take the chance to 
discuss whether the organization 
is really effective," he said. 

Brad Lavigne, chair of the 
CFS-BC, wasatfirstsurprised that 
the BC CFS members wanted to 
destroy the organization. 

"We are certainly not opposed 
to change. We want grassroots 
input, but their motion wasn't the 
only way to address what they 
wanted to do," Lavigne said. "The 
changes they wanted to see could 
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have been addressed more produc­
tively through other mechanisms 
and procedures that the CFS has." 

Lavigne said there were posi­
tive changes and ideas discussed, 
but by using the form of a motion to 
dissolve the CFS-BC, theconcerned 
members may have made it harder 
to discuss their concerns. 

"Toinitiate the discussion they 
chose the wrong process," he said. 
"You don't use a sledgehammer to 
kill an ant." 

Jamie McEvoy, president of 
the Douglas College Student Soci­
ety, said the CFS-BC was working 
to deal with its problems. 

"There's almost a consensual 
idea tha t the organization has to 
change, so this discontent is noth­
ing tha t new. These changes in the 
CFS, especially in B.C, are taking 
place gradually," he said. 

"The student movement hasn't 
found the best organizational ba­
sis to be what it wants to be: non-
h ie ra rch ica l , accountable and 
democratic. We're moving in that 
direction, but people are frustrated 
with the slowness of that change," 
McEvoy said. "Change sometimes 
takes time." 

"There wasn't that much dif­
ference in what we wanted," he 
said. "The discussion was valu­
able." 

Hars tan and Larsson were 
pleased that the discussion took 
place, yet both said that they were 
hoping the CFS-BC would take 
concrete steps to answer the con­
cerns ofthe membership. 

One major issue, the concerns 
of several members in B.C. about 
the structure ofthe national CFS-
Services branch of the organiza­
tion, received some discussion. 

Several student governments 
in B.C. are withholding part of 
their CFS fees in order to make the 
CFS-Services subsidiary more 
accountable to the CFS member­
ship. At the last national CFS 
meeting in Ottawa last month, 
the re was some discussion of 
whether the national CFS should 
sue member societies for the rest 
of their fees, but nothing was 
decided. 

The B.C. CFS members de­
cided that members holding part 
of their fees back should pool these 
fees in a provincial trust . 

"The rationale was tha t i t 
would improve our bargaining 
power if there were some legal 
question to come up," said Bryan 
Kraushaar of the SFU Student 
Society. "We doubt tha t the CFS 
will sue its own members, but we 
wanted to ensure tha t we were on 
solid ground if it happened." 
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