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UBC sinks
in Maclean’s
ratings

by Parminder Nizher
NEWS STAFF

With the release of Maclean’s maga-
zine’s 12th annual
Canadian universities last week,
UBC’s hopes of being the number one
university in the Medical/Doctoral
section vanished. Overnight UBC
plummeted from the second-place
ranking it held for three years to a
placement of number five.

Michelle Aucoin, executive coor-
dinator for vice-president, students,
commented on the ranking. “I think
to say that we're disappointed
would be accurate, and yet we are a
very ambitious muvers1’cy that is
excellent and we're pursuing excel—
lence.”

“We'll take this ranking as an
opportunity to lock at some of those
areas we didn’t do so well on com-
paratively and lock at ways that we
can improve. it's an opportunity but
we are certainly disappointed,” she
said. '

Larger class sizes, soaring
* admission’ reqmrements and a low

operating budget—which comes
directly from the provincial govern-
" ment—all play a major partin GBC's
ranking, said the Maclean’s report.
“The class sizes, in all levels—
first and second- year and third-
_and fourth-year—in terms of keep-
ing those classes small (as com-
pared to its peers), [UBC] fell. The
biggest [factor] would be the class
size indicator,” said the author of
the study, Ann Dowsett Johnson.

See “Fifth” on page 2.
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Vancouver marches for peace

IS THAT A MAN IN YOUR PANTS? A protestor peers out of his Bush puppet
AHMAD SYED PHOTO

by Chris Shepherd
NEWS EDITOR

Several thousand people from all walks of life hit
Vancouver’'s streets Sunday to show their opposition to the
potential USled war on Irag.

Parents, with children in tow, students, business people,
union members, First Nations people, politicians {including
Vancouver’s newly-elected mayor, Larry Campbell} and the
Raging Grannies all marched over the Burrard Street Bridge
from Peace Flame Park to meet up with a similar march
coming from the Sea Bus Terminal downtown.

The mood of the ¢growd was buoyant, despite a steady
drizzle that did not let up until the end of the day’s event. A
carnival band helped to keep the atmosphere positive as the
crowd walked, and onie protester, dressed as the devil with
an American flag, provided some humour as he cried for’

“Bombs for peacel”

The two marches joined at Nelson street and made then‘
way to Sunset Beach. There, the crowd was entertained by a
band that performed music with anti-war, anti-Gordon-
Campbell-government and anti-Bush-administration lyrics,
while the rest of the marchers made their way into the park
adjacent to Sunset Beach. The Vancouver Parks Board
allowed the event to be held at the park for free, although
groups are usually charged.

Once the majority of the crowd was at the park, speakers
began to give speeches about Iraq and the issues surround-
ing the potential war led by the US.

-Jef Keighley, a representative from the Canadian
Autoworkers Union, introduced the speakers and also spoke
of the beginning of the anti-war movement in the 1960s in
reaction to US carpet bombing of North Xorea. It wasn’t
until the 1970s, Keighley said, during the Vietnam War
when “the antiwar movement became a potent political
force and was one of the main reasons forcing the United
States to recognise defeat and withdraw from Vietnam.”

“We're not waiting for this war to start!” Keighley pro-
claimed to a cheering crowd.

Keighley also described the purpose of the day’s event.
“We’re here by our numbers, by our voices, to say no to the
war on the Iraqi people,” Keighley explained.

“We're saying no to sending young Canadian, or
American, or British men and women to fight an unjust,

o See“Mardh”on page 2.
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Retired prof to represent
UBC on GVRD board

- by Kathleen Deering
NEWS EDITOR

With most of Vancouver focused on electing a new civic
government for the past month, students living in UBC res-
idences shouldn’t forget they have their own new leader to
govern their electoral area.

Gary Gibson, a retired dentist and former assistant pro—
fessor of Dentistry at UBC, won the single-candidate race to
become Electoral Area A (EAA} director for the Greater
Vancouver Regional District (GVRD).

Gibson admits he is a political novice and said he has
never been to a GVRD meeting, but acknowledges the
importance of his new job. “I only have one vote on the
board,” he said, “but I think it’s going to be an important
vote to properly represent the people who live in these out-
lying areas.”

EAA covers unincorporated regions of the GVRD-
inhabited pieces of the region that are not represented by
municipal governments, and therefore not governed by
mayors and councillors. Besides the UBC campus and the
University Endowments Lands, these isolated chunks
include Indian Arm, the west side of Howe Sound Islands
with the exclusion of Lion’s Bay, Barnston Island on the
Fraser River, the Piit Polder area and the west side of Pitt
Lake.

Gibson’s new duties will include attending monthly

See“Gibson”on page 2.
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