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UBC sinks 
in Maclean's 
ratings 

by Parminder Nizher 
NEWS STAFF 

With the release of Maclean's maga­
zine's 12th annual survey of 
Canadian universities last week, 
UBC's hopes of being the number one 
university in the Medical/Doctoral 
section vanished. Overnight UBC 
plummeted from the second-place 
ranking it held for three years to a 
placement of number five. 

Michelle Aucoin, executive coor­
dinator for vice-president students, 
commented on the ranking. "I think 
to say that we're disappointed 
would be accurate, and yet we are a 
very ambitious university that is 
exceUent and we're pursuing excel­
lence." 

"We'll take this ranking as an 
opportunity to look at some of those 
areas we didn't do so well on com­
paratively and look at ways that we 
can improve. It's an opportunity but 
we are certainly disappointed," she 
said. 

Larger class sizes, soaring 
admission requirements and a low 
operating budget—which comes 
directly from the provincial govern­
ment—all play a major part in UBC's 
ranking, said the Maclean's report. 

"The class sizes, in all levels-
first- and second- year and third-
and fourth-year—in terms of keep­
ing those classes small (as com­
pared to its peers), [UBC] fell. The 
biggest [factor] would be the class 
size indicator," said the author of 
the study, Ann Dowsett Johnson. 

See "Fifth" on page 2. 

Vancouver marches for peace 

IS THAT A MAN IN YOUR PANTS? A protestor peers out of his Bush puppet. 
AHMAD SYED PHOTO 

by Chris Shepherd 
NEWS EDITOR 

Several thousand people from all walks of life hit 
Vancouver's streets Sunday to show their opposition to the 
potential US-led war on Iraq. 

Parents, with children in tow, students, business people, 
union members. First Nations people, politicians (including 
Vancouver's newly-elected mayor, Larry Campbell) and the 
Raging Grannies all marched over the Burrard Street Bridge 
from Peace Flame Park to meet up with a similar march 
coming from the Sea Bus Terminal downtown. 

The mood of the crowd was buoyant, despite a steady 
drizzle that did not let up until the end ofthe day's event. A 
carnival band helped to keep the atmosphere positive as the 
crowd walked, and one protester, dressed as the devil with 
an American flag, provided some humour as he cried for 
"Bombs for peace!" 

The two marches joined at Nelson street and made their 
way to Sunset Beach. There, the crowd was entertained by a 
band that performed music with anti-war, anti-Gordon-
Campbell-government and anti-Bush-administration lyrics, 
while the rest ofthe marchers made their way into the park 
adjacent to Sunset Beach. The Vancouver Parks Board 
allowed the event to be held at the park for free, although 
groups are usually charged. 

Once the majority ofthe crowd was at the park, speakers 
began to give speeches about Iraq and the issues surround­
ing the potential war led by the US. 

Jef Keighley, a representative from the Canadian 
Autoworkers Union, introduced the speakers and also spoke 
of the beginning of the anti-war movement in the 1960s in 
reaction to US carpet bombing of North Korea. It wasn't 
until the 1970s, Keighley said, during the Vietnam War 
when "the anti-war movement became a potent political 
force and was one of the main reasons forcing the United 
States to recognise defeat and withdraw from Vietnam." 

"We're not waiting for this war to start!" Keighley pro­
claimed to a cheering crowd. 

Keighley also described the purpose of the day's event 
"We're here by our numbers, by our voices, to say no to the 
war on the Iraqi people," Keighley explained. 

"We're saying no to sending young Canadian, or 
American, or British men and women to fight an unjust. 

See "March"'on page 2. 
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FIVE ALIVE: Sheila Townsend, UBC's top point guard, dishes out the ball. Both 
UBC teams swept TWU this weekend. See pages 9 and 11. KRIS MEZYNSKI PHOTO 

THIS ISSUE: 

NEWS FLASH: Tuition 
skyrockets again? 

UBC begins consultations. Page 3. 
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CULTURE: Vancouver 
Underground Film Festival! 

Previews and reviews galore!. 
Pages 5-7. 

TH.SFR.DAY: 
FEATURE: Credible threat 

The intersection of environmen­
tal and national security. 
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Retired prof to represent 
UBC on GVRD board 

by Kathleen Deering 
NEWS EDITOR 

With most of Vancouver focused on electing a new civic 
government for the past month, students living in UBC res­
idences shouldn't forget they have their own new leader to 
govern their electoral area. 

Gary Gibson, a retired dentist and former assistant pro­
fessor of Dentistry at UBC, won the single-candidate race to 
become Electoral Area A (EAA) director for the Greater 
Vancouver Regional District (GVRD). 

Gibson admits he is a political novice and said he has 
never been to a GVRD meeting, but acknowledges the 
importance of his new job. "I only have one vote on the 
board," he said, "but I think it's going to be an important 
vote to properly represent the people who live in these out­
lying areas." 

EAA covers unincorporated regions of the GVRD— 
inhabited pieces of the region that are not represented by 
municipal governments, and therefore not governed by 
mayors and councillors. Besides the UBC campus and the 
University Endowments Lands, these isolated chunks 
include Indian Arm, the west side of Howe Sound Islands 
with the exclusion of Lion's Bay, Barnston Island on the 
Fraser River, the Pitt Polder area and the west side of Pitt 
Lake. 

Gibson's new duties will include attending monthly 

See"Gibson"onpage2. 
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CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS: 
UPROOTED ANNUAL LITERARY , 
MAGAZINE. Max 3 poems (max 50 
lines each) & 1 short story (max 1500 
words) per submission. Your name & 
contact info shown ONLY on cover 
letter. Send to: English Student Society 
(Buch Tower 397, 1873 East Mall) Due: 
Dec 9. No email submissions. Info: 
Esszineubc@hotmail.com 

IN CHRIST WE LIVE & CREATE: 
AN EVENING OF CLASSICAL & 
CONTEMPORARY MUSIC. Sat. Nov 
23, 8pm, Chapel of the Epiphany, VST 
@ L'BC. Featured Artists: Nola Shantz & 
friends, UBC performance student 
Michael Haj't, Vancouver recording 
artist. $8 advance; $10 at door. 
Subcetera/Box Office 822-2711. 

VEGETARIAN LUNCH/BUFFET 
EVERY TUESDAY from 12:30-2:30 at 
International House (1783 West Mall). 
All welcome. 

CHRISTMAS TREE SALES 
The Forestry 
Undergraduate Society 
wil! be selling trees 
outside the Safeway at 
10th and Sasamat. 

WHEN? 
Monday December 9th 

to Friday December 20th. 
Weekdays from 4pm to 7pm and 
Weekends from 10am to 6pm. 

ALL PROCEEDS GO TO CHARITY. 

WINTER CARNIVAL BZZR 
GARDEN $2. Thurs. Nov 21, 7-llpm, 
SUB Ballroom. Win Canucks Tix ($140) 
$2.50 bzzr/psyder. Games! Prizes! 

LAPTOP FOR SALE - Toshiba Tecra 
8100, P3-500 MHz, 128MB SD Ram, 
12GB HD, DVD/CD, Modem, 
Network, 14.1" TV-Out. $1150 obo. 
575-9454 

ervices 
LOW COST REPAIRS TO 
COMPUTERS & all electronic 
equipments. Free pick-up & delivery. 
Free estimate. Alan 604-879-0290 
UNIVERSITY DRYCLEANERS 
ALTERATIONS. Laundry, Dry-cleaning 
& Dress-making available at 105 - 5728 
University Blvd. (UBC Village) ph: 228-
9414. Discount coupons accepted. Some 
handcrafts & gift items also available for 
sale. 

DON'T LET YOUR RESUME & 
COVER LETTER SELL YOU SHORT! 
Hire a resume writer today. 
www.sabrinamelira.com/resumes 

PERSONALIZED 
CAREER COUNSELLING 
Aptitude and Interest Testing 
as well as Confidence and 
Concentration Enhancement. 
Cochrane Psychological 
Services. (604) 263-3312 
www. cocliranepsychology. com 

GLOBALTREKK STUDENT 
TRAVEL: We know what students 
want, www.globaltrekk.com 

APPLICANTS WANTED TO STUDY 
PART IV OF THE URANTIA BOOK 
EARN $25,000. For details, visit 
www.eventodaward.com 

LEARN TO TEACH ENGLISH 4 WK 
F/T TESL Certificate Program or Sat. 
P/T Program. $885. Thousands of jobs. 
Ph: 604-609-0411. 

LOOKING FOR A GREAT PLACE 
TO LIVE? Bright Spacious, & Clean. 
1BR in 2BR bsmt suite to share in 
Oakridge area. Dec 1 or Jan 1. $485 
includes Utilities, Cable, Laundry, HS 
Internet. 604-299-7220. 
RM FOR RENT IMMED IN 
KERRISDALE. 10 mins to UBC, close 
to all amenities. Laundry, fireplace, large 
yard, hardwood floor, 12' ceiling, walk-
in-closet, ADSL, piano. $600+ 604-454-
0414. 

xanemieben/ices 
ESSAY RESEARCH AND 
ASSISTANCE. Any subjects A to Z. 
Anthropology, Business, Commerce, 
Drama, East Asian Studies... Zoology. 
Highly qualified graduates will help. Toll 
free 1-888-345-8295. Fax 1-416-960-
0240. Email: customessay@sprint.ca 

TOO MANY TERM PAPERS? I 
research/edit for you. 604-970-0153 
BC CERTIFIED TEACHER Available 
to tutor English, ESL, essays (all 
subjects) $25/hr Renee 604-538-1333. 

rauumeuiar 
UBC BIRDERS JOIN A Bi RD WALK 
ON CAMPUS every Thurs 1:45pm. 
Meet at Flagpole by Chan Centre with 
binoculars 

YOGA ON CAMPUS! WEDNESDAYS 
at Totem park at 6:15pm: Thursdays at 
Place Vanier at 4:30pm Only $20 for 8 
classes, or cheap drop-in fee. Info: 221 
6359. 

START YOUR OWN FRATERNITY! 
Zeta Beta Tau is looking for men to start 
a new chapter. If you are interested in 
academic success, a chance to network 
and an opportunity to make friends in a 
non-pledging Brotherhood, e-mail: 
zbt@zbtnational.org or call 800-431-
9674. 

CLASSIFIEDS 
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Your Future 
is Computing 

INFORMATION SESSION 

Wednesday, November 27 

6:00 - 8:00 pm 

BCIT Burnaby campus 

Building SE£ 

Telus Theatre 

3700 Willingdon Avenue 

Study Full-time - A new intake 

of BCIT's Computer Systems 

Technology diploma program 

starts in January. This leads to a 

Bachelor of Technology degree. 

Or Study Part-time - Earn 

credentials while you work. Learn 

valuable skills and upgrade for 

career success. Choose from over 

200 part-time computer courses, 

all beginning in January. 

Registration is now open. 

www.computing.bcit.ca 

"March" from page 1. 

immoral war that should never get 
started,* he added. 

"And we're saying yes to a peace­
ful resolution in the Middle East* 

Jim Sinclair, president of the BC 
Federation of Labour spoke next. 
"Saddam Hussein should be held 
accountable for his crimes, but 
bombing the people of Iraq will do 
nothing but hurt the people of Iraq," 
he exhorted to a cheering crowd. 

Another speaker was Svend 
Robinson, NDP MP for Burnaby-
Douglas, who recently spoke to UBC 
students about the war on Iraq. 

Robinson reiterated his belief 

that the Bush Administration had 
ulterior motives for wanting a war 
on Iraq. 

"The real agenda of George Bush 
is getting control of the second 
largest oil reserves in the world, in 
Iraq,* he said. 

The speeches lasted until around 
2:30pm, but the crowd had begun to 
thin out before then, due to the inter­
mittent drizzle that lasted through­
out the day. 

Police presence was minimal at 
Sunday's event, being limited to 
ensuring that marchers and traffic 
did not conflict as the march wound 
its way through the downtown 
streets. • 

"Fifth" from page I. 

During 2001-2002 UBC received 
$481.9 million in government 
grants and contracts from the 
provincial government, a number 
that is not meeting the funding 
needs for undergraduate students. 

For the past three years UBC took 
a total of 2995 unfunded undergrad­
uates—students for whom the uni­
versity receives no government 
grant money. 

UBC's entrance marks are soar­
ing because of an increase in appli­
cations by interested students. With 
the acceptance of extra students 
class sizes are increasing. 

"It's a provincial issue, there's no 
question about that," began Aucoin. 
"The question as how do we as a uni­
versity work to meet that demand 
and how do we work with [the] gov­
ernment—clearly government is an 
important player in solving the 
issue.* 

BC also has the lowest number of 
university spaces per capita. 
Currently there are 65,000 universi­
ty spaces in BC. To meet Ontario's 
numbers BC would have to add 
55,000 seats. 

"SFU has also declined in the 
rankings {so] I think it presents a 
wider problem for post-secondary 
education,* said Alma Mater Society 
(AMS) President Kristen Harvey. 
"The BC government needs to 
respond and they need to respond in 
the form of additional core funding,* 

Harvey added. 
Harvey noted that in an online 

survey the AMS carried out last year, 
students indicated class sizes were a 
large concern. She said that clearly 
the problem is still there if it result­
ed in the UBC's current standing in 
Maclean's survey. 

A source told the Ubyssey that 
Public Relations was spending 
money on radio and print advertise­
ment throughout the country to sway 
Maclean's surveyors. 

Public Relations Director Scott 
McCrae felt this is an inaccurate ren­
dering of the advertising. "We did a 
series of radio and print advertise­
ments nationally that talked about 
the value of the students who have 
come from UBC. What they're skilled 
in and why the education they've 
had here would make them suitable 
for employers to look at* 

He also said UBC placed two 
advertisements thanking the provin­
cial and federal government for con­
tributions they had made to UBC. 
McCrae estimated the total cost of 
advertising was a little over 
$100,000. 

Johnson said that regardless of 
UBC's standing in the ranking it is 
an excellent university. 

"[UBC] is a tremendous universi­
ty, and it's key to the future of a fab­
ulous region of Canada. I think 
Martha Piper is doing a tremendous 
job in many ways. I trust and I know 
that she is doing a magnificent job 
with UBC • 

"Gibson" from page 1. 

GVRD board and committee meet­
ings. There he will represent people 

. who live in EAA, and bring their con­
cerns to the GVRD board. 

"The director is sort of a...politi­
cian,' said outgoing director Tom 
Blom, a former English professor at 
UBC, 'and people contact the direc­
tor if they have concerns. And the job 
of the director is to address those 
concerns and if possible make them 
right' 

But Tara Learn, Alma Mater 
Society (AMS) vice-president admin­
istration, feels that the representa­
tion provided by a director rather 
than a mayor on the GVRD board 
may not be enough to serve the 
needs ofthe thousands of students at 
UBC. 

"The biggest thing here at UBC is 
that we have so many students living 
on campus and yet there's no real 
representation within the GVRD 
except for this one person,' she said. 
"So they not only are the voice of 
UBC students to the GVRD, but also 
to Translink and all those types of 
things that are really important 
to us.' 

She said she'd love to see UBC 
become a municipality. 'As we grow 
and develop communities that 
aren't just students...we need a dem­
ocratic way to make decisions on 
campus.' 

Describing EAA as a grab-bag 
region, Blom said making the entire 

' area a municipality would be 
difficult 

"I think it would be very hard to 
have an elected mayor with a council 
because this is an enormous geo­
graphical area,' said Blom. "And the 
people in the various parts in EAA 
have strikingly different issues." 

At UBC, Blom deals with issues 
relating to market housing. He said 
the GVRD oversees the planning 
developments at UBC and makes 
sure they are done appropriately. 
"The main relationship between 
GVRD and* UBC is over...the various 
neighbourhood plans that are being 
developed because GVRD is in effect 
the planning authority for UBC* he 
said. 

As well, the water on the UBC 
campus comes through the Greater 
Vancouver water district and the 
sewage that flows out passes through 
the Greater Vancouver sewage 
groups, said Blom. 

Blom said the job is time con­
suming, but that it was a wonderful 
experience for him. Gibson will take 
over after an inagtiral swearing-in of 
the new members of the GVRD 
board in early December. Gibson 
said he is already receiving phone 
calls from constituents. 

"It will be an interesting time and 
a huge learning curve too, on my 
part," said Gibson. • 


