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Douglas Todd has made

a living getting others to
talk about their beliefs.
Now it’s his turn.

by Peter T. Chattaway

DOUGLAS TODD WANTS PEOPLE TO TAKE RELIGION SERI-
ously. And for the past seven years, as the religion & ethics
reporter for The Vancouver Sun, he has written features,
news and entertainment stories to highlight the role reli-
gion already plays in our everyday culture.

He has also written two books: The Soul Searcher’s
Guide to the Galaxy, released two years ago, and his newest,
Brave Souls, a collection of interviews with 28 writers and
artists, most of them expanded from articles he wrote for
the Sun’s Saturday Review.

Todd says he wrote the new book because, as church
attendance declines and fewer people identify themselves
with religious institutions, artists have filled the void to
become the spiritual shapers of North American society.
But they are rarely allowed the chance to address spiritual
issues directly.

“These people are so insightful in their song lyrics and in
their novels about human nature and society, I thought they
must have something to say about religion,” says Todd. “But
nobody ever asks them. Certainly journalists don't, because
they're so afraid of religion. Academic biographers don't,
because they're also afraid of religion, or antireligious. So I

wanted to ask them the hard questions: what do they really

believe, when they wake up at three o’clock in the morning,
about God and death and what makes life worth living?”

Not all of Tedd's inter-
viewees are religious them-
selves; in fact, of his 28 sub-
Jjects, only six fall into the
category that Todd calls
“The New Ancients.” (This
group includes Susan
Aglukark, Lynn Johnston
and Robertson Davies.) The
rest of the book is divided
between “The Atheists”
(Mordechai Richler, Jane
Rule, W.P. Kinsella), “The
Doubters” (Douglas
Coupland, Evelyn Lau, Paul
Verhoeven), and the largest
section of all, the more
vaguely defined “Emerging
Mystics” (Nick Bantock,
Loreena McKennitt,
Timothy Findley).

But for all their differences, the one thing these figures
do have in common is that they are artists who approach
spirituality from a personal, creative perspective, and not as
religious authorities (though Todd thinks he may have

Todd says he wrote
Brave Souls
because, as church
attendance declines
and fewer people
identify themselves
with religious
institutions, artists
have filled the void
to become the
spiritual shapers of
North American
society
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Godspotting

cheated by including bestselling “essayist” and former
Unitarian minister Robert Fulghum).

Todd cites Tony Hillerman and Bruce Cockburn as
artists with whom he feels a particular affinity, but he says
he was impressed by all of the people he talked to. Well,
except for one, maybe. In the October issue of Vancouver
magazine, W.P. Kinsella wrote that Todd was “the worst
columnist in Canada,” and Todd is visibly perplexed by
Kinsella’s assessment of him.

“He's a very angry, bitter, cynical person. I don't know
why he’s mad at me, other than that he’s virulently anti-reli-
gious. I don’t know what it was, either because I want peo-
ple to take [religion] seriously, or because of the profile I did
on him, which I never heard that he disliked. I thought I
gave him the benefit of the doubt.

“1 did appreciate his honesty, actually, quite a bit. But
Jane Rule, she’s an atheist and she has a heart of gold, and
Alex Colville doesn’t have too much time for Christianity but
he’s a very wise person. Carol Shields thinks that love is the
force that holds the universe together, which I agree with. I
think that's great, because ‘God is love.” That was one of the
first lines I ever heard, and I think there’s a lot of truth to
that.”

department, where he earned his
bachelor’s degree in 1976. He also
wrote for The Ubyssey, and after
studying at the Claremont School of
Theology in California, he worked the
community-paper scene before get-
ting hired at the Sun in 1983. Six
years later, the religion beat was his.

In the interests of fairness, Todd is
reluctant to disclose the finer points of
his own religious belief, but admits
his search led him to identify with one
specific tradition: Christianity. “I stud-
ied Buddhism too, actually. And while
I'm attracted to Buddhism, [ just think
Christianity is a better religion.” A ner-
vous laugh slips out. “Oh shit, what
did I just say?”

Todd composes, then qualifies,
himself. “Unlike Buddhism, it takes
society seriously. Some aspects of
Buddhism do, but not most of it. It takes history seriously,
that we're responsible for society and history and each

other. It's not a form of escape

with his new book, Brave Souls.. RICHARD LAM PHOTOS

TODD CAN APPRECIATE THE NONBELIEVER'S POINT OF VIEW,
because he grew up in an atheistic family himself. He used
to pick debates with the Christian missionaries that visited
his North Vancouver high school. But it was the positive
example of one of his teachers, who happened to be a
Christian, that convinced Todd not all religious people were
“kooks.” Todd’s skepticism turned on his own lack of belief.

“She just made me realise that religious people maybe
have something I don't, which is a sense of hope and a kind
of drive to create a world. I was a kind of cynical person, and
she wasn't. So I was drawn to that, and so I just started get-
ting more and more connected with Christians and study-
ing the Christian tradition, which was totally new to me,
because I hadn't even been to church before.”

Todd’s investigations led him to UBC's religious studies

DOUGLAS TODD, on top of the world, well, at least on top of the Pacific Press Building

from life, but a way to get into
it more.”

But while Todd says that
Jesus is “the central figure” for
him, he prefers not to define
his Christian beliefs more
specifically. “I'm still a bit coy
about that, being pigeon-
holed, ‘cause it's so danger-
ous. I mean, I don't want to be
written off, I want to be seen
as a journalist who's trying to
be fair to everybody, despite
my views.”

And he hasn't given up his
skepticism altogether. He is
suspicious of claims that the
Bible or any other religious
text can be a supreme exclu-
sive authority. “I don’t think
scriptures have all the
answers, which some biblical
literalists might believe. But
there’s collective wisdom, there’s a lot of good stuff, but not
to accept it blindly. Don't accept anything just obediently;
you have to test it for yourself.”

SO WHERE DO PEOPLE FIND THEIR INSPIRATION? A NUMBER
of Todd’s subjects point to nature as a source for their spiri-
tuality, and Todd agrees, but only to a point. “Farley Mowat
says there’s nothing evil in nature, but I don't necessarily
agree, because there is something evil about being eaten,
even though that animal needs to survive, whereas some-
times humans kill for sport. Somebody said that nature is not
good, but it is beautiful. And that's more important. An

Continued on Page 2
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Car - 1983 Saba 900. Reliable. well
maintained, looks great. $1875.
Message 224-4591.

Comes and see Ted & Mark’s
Excellent Adventure call Junktiques,
Vancouver’s higgest & best second
hand store. Totally awesome selec-
tion, terrific prices & student dis-
counts. We have 60 depts. from fur-
niture to books to antigues to stereo
etc. etc.

Open 7 days 12-6.

5429 West Blvd. @38th  264-7230

Computer - laptop, printer, AST
486SX with IBM Proprinter. Perfect
for word processing. $850 firm.
Message 224-4591.

Lost & Found

I've lost a black jack in the main
library or outside the Chemistry
Building. It's very important to me. If
found, plese call 275-5189 (Jojo).
Reward $20.

Lost: One pair of glasses. Silver rims
with flexible wrap-around arms. Lost
around the Acadia Housing Commens
Block. Please call Chris @822-6424.

Word Processing

Typing of reports, essays. resumes,
etc. Cerlox binding. Fax/copy service.
Student rates. Call Ute 261-7773.

Upcoming Events

Stoltmann Wilderness

Community Slide Show - $5.00

by Western Canada Wilderness
Committee.

7:00PM, Thurs. 7th Nov.

Prince of Wales Secondary School.
2250 Eddington Drive

3 Blks south of King Edwards Ave
2 Blks west of Arbutus

Other Services

Pledged and didn't like it?

Start your own fraternity!

Zeta Beta Tau looking for men to start
a new chapter. If you are interested
in academic success, a chance to
network & an opportunity to make
friends in a non-pledging brother-
hood, e-mail zbt@zbtnational.org or
call Bret Hrbek (317) 324-1898.

24 hr. answering service. *private
voicemail* $10/mo. no equipment. C-
Tel 594-4810ext.1000

Ganada Post Publication Sales
Agreement Number 0732141

features

Continued from Page 1

avalanche comes down and kills people; that's not
good, that people got killed, but overall, nature is
beautiful, in a tragic sort of way.”

Some have seen such Iragedies as evidence
that God is either cruel or nonexistent, but Todd
disagrees. In his view—influenced by a school of
thought known as “process theology’—God and
the world live in a sort of symbiotic relationship,
affecting one another without either having a com-
plete control over the other.

“God is changing too,” Todd says. "That’s
where I sort of agree with Bruce Cockburn. That's
not exactly the way he said it, but in his song The
Gift," he says, ‘Everything is motion, to the motion
be true.” God is changing along with humans and
the world. God's in this relationship with the
world, and God doesn't control everything, but we
do have freedom, real freedom, to make mistakes.
“People say, ‘'Why didn’t God stop the Holocaust,
right? That's where human freedom comes in,
human corruption. I don't think God had the
power to stop the Holocaust. It required humans
to be in touch, to respond. It's scary, but humans
have the capacity to make horrible mistakes, and
God can't necessarily just magically fix {them] God
is drawing us to make better choices in life, but it

Microsoft

requires co-operation. So [ think God's allloving,
but not necessarily all-powerful.”

But might that not make God irrelevant? “Not
to me,” Todd says, smiling, “but it might to some
people. We wouldn't be talking if it wasn't for God,
right? I wouldn't know how to form a sentence.
That's where I agree

writer,” and [ realized I don’t. I should really be
keeping a spiritual journal or something like that,
that delves into my own spirituality in a more per-

sonal way, for mysell.
“That's why I call most of the people in the book
‘brave souls.” Theyre not afraid to just venture out
on their own and ask really hard questions,

with Colville, too, that “People say, and they just go where they are led by the
God is the thing that cre- '\Nhy didnt God stop creative spirit, a spirit of curiosity. I won-
ates order out of chaos. the Holocaust,’ l'igh‘p der if I don’t do that as much. Maybe it's
For us to speak requires That's where humar-t because I have three kids. I should be

God to constantly help
us find new orders in
the chaos that would
exist if it weren't for
God.”

The process is an
ongoing one in Todd's
life, too. Brave Souls
began as a sort of intel-
lectual exercise, but the

freedom comes in,
human corruption.

I don't think God had
the power to stop the
Holocaust... I think
God'’s all-loving,

but not necessarily

spending time in silent retreats and really
exploring my spiritual heart, and that's
something I learned from the book.”

The job of creating a space for sober
spiritual discussion also goes on. Todd
hoped to interview Alice Munro, Rudy
Wiebe and Madeleine L'Engle, but the
plans just never worked out. He
approached Margaret Atwood two years
ago, “and she said, "Perhaps when I'm a lit

artists who met with all-powerful” e older or wiser. Haha” (He finally spoke
Todd challenged him to —DOUGLAS TODD  with her at this year’s Writer’s Festival.)
make spirituality a “There are so many viewpoints,” Todd

greater part of his experiential life. “Carol Shields
was talking about these transcendent moments
she heard about and was taken by, and then she
asked me, "You write about those, being a religion

says. “It's a way to let them understand where they
are, rather than where Jam.”

He laughs. “Maybe my next book will be all
aboutme.” »f
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Love and
dedication

by Robin Yeatman

JUDE
at the 5th Avenue Cinema

As a lover of all things Victorian,
seeing Michael Winterbottom’s
adaptation of Thomas Hardy's
Jude the Obscure is a treat for the
soul. Not unlike the time in which
it is set, Jude casts in sombre,
gloomy-tones-as-it tells one of the
most tragic love stories in English
literature; - T
The story focuses on Jude
Fawley {Shallow Grave's

Christopher Eccleston), a stone-

JUDE (Christopher Eccleston) and Sue (Kate
Winslet) stare down Fate in Jude.

mason by trade but an intellectual
at heart, and Sue Bridehead
(Sense & Sensibility's Kate Wins-
let), a bright and modern thinking
girl for her time, who happens to
have the misfortune of being
Jude’s cousin. It is soon apparent
that happiness is not their fate.

The source of their unhappi-
ness, suprisingly, is not the fact
that the lovers are cousins. Their
grief stems from the bare fact that
they are not married—to each
other. Jude’s wife Arabella {Rachel
Griffiths of Muriel’s Wedding) left
him not four months after their
marriage. Sue is married to Jude's
former-teacher, Phillotson. (Liam
Cunningham).

" Neither has evercared for their—

spouses, and their passion for
each other results in Sue leaving
her husband to begin a life with
Jude. Eventually, Sue
gives birth to two chil-
dren, even as she and
Jude raise his son by his
first wife.

The unwed couple
encounters prejudice
and low’ tolerance for
their " living arrange-
ment in each town they
live in. Drenched and
exhausted, the couple
and their three children
search for lodgings only
to be turned away time
and time again. Their
loyalty and determina-
tion to their love hold
fast through it all, and
finally Jude finds a job
in a stone yard. All will
be well—or will it? Just
as a shaft of light man-

ages to peep through the gloom of
their world, tragedy strikes.

The intense heartbreak of this
film will penetrate the stoniest
critic. Winterbottom has done a
fantastic job of taking a Victorian
story, making it modern and
accessible, yet retaining the gut
wrenching passion so reminiscent
of the time in which it was written.
Winslet's performance is both
convincing and charming. Shot in
Yorkshire and Edinburgh, the
scenery provides an appropriately
rural background.

The problems faced by Jude
and Sue seem insurmountable,
yet they- remain dedicated. This
film provides a contrast to the

‘mainstream-attitude-that relation—

ships are disposable. Take some
kleenex to get you through the sad-
ness, but expect to be encouraged
by the reminder of what true love

really is. »f

Thinner not
that filling

by Teresa Yep

STEPHEN KING'S THINNER
at the Capitol 6 theatre

What do feral gypsies have to do
with losing weight?

Everything, if you are a 300
pound food-loving lawyer named
Billy who has mows down an old
crone with your car. Robert John
Burke stars as a successful attor-
ney who cannot lose weight
despite the doting efforts of his

watchful wife Heidi (Lucinda
Jenney, a cross between Jane
Fonda and June Cleaver).

Billy’s weight problems lift
temporarily after he, with the help
of his friends, the police chief and
a judge, is absolved of all respon-
sibility for running over and
killing a circus gypsy woman. As a
result, Gary miraculously begins
to shed his spare tire(s) at an
alarming rate, but he soon discov-
ers that this blessing is actually a
curse.

Angered by Billy’s acquittal, the
dead gypsy’s father condemns
him to die a slow death by starva-
tion. Billy then goes on a mission
to reverse this curse when it turns
out thathis friends are also cursed
with physical deformities (one
metamorphoses into a lizard
while the other sprouts boils the
size of saucers).

Thinner is a complete disap-
pointment in every department,

including the most basic area: the
physical deformities. Blame it on
the special makeup effects crew
that Billy’s emaciation never
reaches Tori Spelling’s propor-
tions and that his obesity does not

“convey the same authenticity as

the early stages in Richard
Simmons’ Dial-a-Meal plan. The
prosthetic flesh on Billy’s face
looks stiff enough to repel flying
marbles, while the protruding
cheekbones meant to give Billy
that gaunt look make him look
more like a poster child for hyper-
active bone growth.

That's the good news. The sto-
ryline has inconsistencies that
might bepuzzle those who haven't
read the book (such as moi). The
reasons for Billy’s resentment
towards his wife are not fully
developed, and the magnification
of that resentment into homicidal
tendencies is completely unjusti-

fied. Vi

DID YOU KNOW......

it takes 150 of the world’s smallest
wild cat to equal the weight of ene tiger?

The International Society for Endangered Cats works for
conservation of small wild cats through memberships,
product sales and donations. To learn more contact:
124 Lynnbrook Road SE, Calgary, AB T2C 1S6
1-800-465-6384 or e-mail: iseccan@ cadvision.com
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Get $750 towards the purchase or lease of any new GM vehicle.
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WOMENS FIELD HOCKEY |

T-Birds flock to fields of Victoria

While the Birds played well enough down
the final stretch to qualify for this year’s CIAU
nationals in Victoria, they are by no means
the favourite as the six-team tournament gets
underway today with pool play.

And head coach Hash Kanjee makes no
bones about that. “We are obviously consid-
ered underdogs, but we're by no means out of
it,” he said after the team’s final practice
Wednesday night. But Kanjee doesnt mind
that position at all.

Cecil & Ida Green Visiting Professor

he’s the One
SO P
A Time to Kill

CNEE DEEP N LTS - LTS REACH ( YEw £ CORNWALL ) |

PRESENTS LLVE & UNPLUGGED

—FRL 2.01 - NOVEMBER - SAT : 02 NOVEMBER -

| SHANNON LYON & THE POP | JAY SEMKO & THE COCKAROOS

Carole Pateman

Professor of Poiiticai Science, UCLA
Research School of Social Sciences, ANU

by Wolf Depner pace and experience,” said Kanjee.

Featuring four senior national team
member and four from the junior nation-
al team, Alberta is the team to beat on
paper.

“When you have 23-year-olds play-
ing against 18-year-olds, it makes a
big difference,” he said.

He explained that the key to beat-
ing Alberta will be to keep it close
and hope for breaks up front.

Nor are the players too con- ~ But those have not come eas
cerned about how the team is this year. The Birds’ offence has

Underdogs are as sly a species in the sports
kingdom as the fox in the animal kingdom:
you never know when one will sneak up and
tweek you in the you-know-what.
Just ask the women’s field hockey team.
Heavily favoured to win it all in 1995, the
Birds were upset by the Victoria Vikes in the
final 1-0.
But this year, the situation is different.

Reflections on The Sexual Contract
Tuesday, November 5 @ 7:30 PM
Graham House of Green College

Democracy, Freedom & Special Rights
Wednesday, November 6 @ 12:30 PM
Law Building, Curtis 101/102

” Sovereiignty, Rights and the Greatr}lipes

- been-inconsistent at-best,-aver=

“We can’t even think of [being aging little more than two
underdogs],” said Canada West goals per game.

Allstar Jen Dowdeswell, who was “Goal scoring has let us

“"Friday, November 8 @ 12:30-2:30 PM
Law Building, Curtis 176, Moot Court Room

k 1 E
EXPLOSION + NOAH 1™ e e oearers !

Democratization: Questions for the Year 2000 COVER @ 8:50 - COME EARLY AVOID COVER

Saturday, November 9 2 8:15 PM also named Canada West Rookie down during the season,” SuN ! 02 NOVEMBER Sﬁﬁ'v %gwll*m\% Fri. 15 Nov.
The Vancouver Institute, Woodward IRC, Hall 2 of the Year. , Kanjee said. "But if we got COLY BONES + INFLATABLE SOULS [Tt i yings
' ’ “I think every team has pretty hot with goal scoring, we ~ (trom Sealile) Fealuring : GUITHRIST IN THE WORLD  Sat. 16 Nov.
much a chance,” said second-year could be in the thick of Peler Cornell: + BRUNDLE FLY FLYWHEEL

centreback Genvieve Adams. “I  things.” STUDENTS BEST FRIEND IN KITS. For et XULON
think it's going to be close.” While the Birds know * S PECIALS* “Le"cg "1'2&?‘\1- Fri. 22 Nov.
: The Birds have shown over the  what the Pandas are all /. WE SET THE TRENDS OTHERS FOLLOW Featoring: L’;:t;ze;’mg
T season that they can play with the  about, they will go into PINTS 1.99 - WINGS .29 m‘;ﬁ'{s ngﬂz ‘:u.b BOOK YOUR PAR‘LIES
Students $ 12.50 big dawgs. today’s second | POPPERS .99, RIBS, PASTA, [ty

round-robin game
against the York
Yeowomen “blind”

They split the season series
against the Victoria Vikes (1-1-1)
and battled the Canada West

VEGETARIAN, SALADS,
STEAK, & LOTS MORE.
CHAMPAGNE & O.J. BRUNCH

Saturdays at 5:00 pm All Seats $10.50
| 2.99 - Guinness, Kilkenny & Smithwick

o champions Alberta Pandas all as there are no n h;t VS AR, Come Brunch, The Champagne  2.49 - Russell Cream Ale & Amber Ale
three times the two teams met. videotapes avail- [ Uarg ~ M preg o Vep, Afte and OJ cocktail ic on us. 2.99 - Okanagan lager, Pale Ale
ARTS, In fact, the Birds handed the able tostudy. [ e e, "*1ald ¢ "3S0n py < i OPEN: MON - SUN. 1T1AM - 1AM
“ﬁé’A RE Pandas their only regular season Despite such ents i ’}'falsede C"'Ippef. With ;> 1516 YEW ST. - KITSILAND - KITS BEACH
T L~ loss (3-0) at the third and final obstacles, aga,},a Mont’eal e Bi,dm n 14 Poj, . .
— - Canada West tournament, UBC Kanjee is con Bainst 2! Inq o 7' e BOOKINGS & INFO LINES: 737 - 7770
GRANVILLE ISLAND CANADA WEST ROOKIE OF THE YEAR Jen Dowdeswell pre-  faces the Pandas in Friday's fident that his young D”705 N, Ntop befeason re ard lo3,, g fOn/,,a, d
pares to take a whack at the competition this weekend. opening game of Pool B. - team can take a bite out of the Ove,nbe’ 7 e oPenc.O' dto 4. le "emy, Ad, Win OVer 1y,
RICHARD LAM PHOTO . “[The Pandas have] gotalotof ~ competition. f S ang 108 the o They, £ an g, ock in, —
- Ricr, qunada Wel';l:h Wig, Wed UBch]%gﬁjgsTORE
PHOTG - ONfeapg, M :

ON STAGE TO

Monday - Saturday at 8:30
Saturdays at 5:00

NOVEMBER 9

Production Sponsor:

F45 Ticketmaster 280-3311 *69;3'1'."_,‘:'"’“
stédiiht¢  Box Office  687-1644 2%

EXxperience Japan

Japan Exchange and Teaching
Programme

The Japanese government invites
university graduates to go to Japan as
Coordinators for International Relations
and Assistant (English) Language
Teachers.

application package available at:
UBC Carrer Services
The Consulate General of Japan

More information on WAV
http://infomofa.nttls.co.jp/infomofa/et/index.html
hitp:/Mww/embjapan.can.org/JET.html

the Consulate General of Japan
Tel:684-5868 ext.370 Fax:684-6939

Puckbirds off to a red hot season on ice

by Normie Chan

Puckbird forward Ryan Douglas is about
to join pretty exclusive company.

Douglas is one point away from
reaching the 100-point career plateau as
the Birds entertain the defending
Canada West champs, the Calgary
Dinosaurs, this weekend. :

He will be the 31st Bird to reach that
milestone in team history, and the- first
since Doug Ast, who achieved the feat last
season.

Douglas said he might think about the
100 points a little bit on Friday, but he is
more worried about Friday’s game
against the 3-0-1 Dinos.

“My job is to contribute, so if I get my
points, I get my points,” said Douglas
wito so far has scored twice and added
three assists in six league games.

“Ryan is off to a great start. He's play-
ing really well without the puck and is
showing a lot of veteran leadership,”
commented head coach Mike Coflin.

A

~ubyssey
- CiTR |
101.9 I

Do
uﬁ"\p% LM SOCH

present the premiere
screening of

SWINGERS
Monday, Nov. 4, 9:30PM -

The Norm Bouchard

Memorial Theatre
~ (formerly SUB Auditorium)

Come by The Ubyssey at SUB
241K for your free tickets.

“He is full value and a real important
guy in terms of giving us some offense; I
think [reaching 100 points] is a - big
accomplishment and I'm ‘sure Ryan will
be pretty proud when it happens.”

Douglas” story is the first of many pos-
itives six games into the season.

The Puckbirds are second in western
division with a 3-2-1 start and have
outscored opponents by a 27-22 margin.

Overall, it's a substantial improve-
ment considering that, at the same time
last year, the Birds were flopping with a
1-4-1 record and 32 goals against:

What makes UBC's early success so
much more remarkable is the fact that it
has come withoutlast year’s two top scor-
ers, Doug Ast and Matt Sharrers, who are
no longer with the Birds.

Ast is currently playing with the
Syracuse Crunch, Vancouver’'s AHL affili-
ate, while Sharrers is with the Canadian
national team.

“Yes, we are off to a great start,” said
Coflin.

Team depth and solid goaltending
have been the keys to success so far.

“We've got a bit scoring from every-
body, every night there’s a different
hero,” said Coflin. “There is some depth
in our scoring, and the defense also con-
tributes to our offense.”

“It seems whoever we put on the ice,
they’re playing well,” said veteran team
captain Brad Edgington.

Another positive aspect of the season
so far has been good attendance as over
1500 attended the first home series
against the Lethbridge Pronghorns.

“We really get a lift playing at home,”
said Coflin. But so far the Birds’ road play
has caught their opponents off guard.

UBC- is 2-1-1 on the road with wins
against Brandon: and .. preseason
favourites Alberta.

And it has been a long time since the
Birds won in Alberta, the last time on
November 26, 1994 to be exact.

But not all is well in the Puckbirds’
camp.

Forward Gunnar
Henrikson suffered a
broken clavicle in
Saturday’s 5-4 OT loss
to the Alberta Golden
Bears and will be out
for four weeks.

His loss will hurt
big time, especially on
the powerplay which

Bird Watch

Football
@ 0-7 Manitoba Bisons
CiTR 101.9 FTM
11:00 am PST

Hockey
vs Calgary Dinosaurs

at times has struggled. Friday 7:30 pm
In six  games Saturday 7:30 pm
played,  Henrikson | T.Rirq Winter Sports Centre
scored seven points
on five goals and two Women's Field Hockey
assists, including a National tournament
four-goal performance @ Victoria Vikes Bronze Game, Nov 2 5:15pm
in a 82 win over Friday, Saturday, Sunday Gold Game, Nov 2 7:30pm
Lethbridge in the
Birds’ opening series
against the Pronghorns. While Henrikson's loss will be tempo-
Coflin said Henrikson’s injury rary, tough-nosed Shea Esselmont has

was “unfortunate, because he’s goal
scorer, and we don’t have too many of
his type.” )

left the team to concentrate on an abnor-
mally heavy academic course load in

engineering. Jf

FROM PROTEST
TO POWER

Published by Penguin Books Canada

Tuesday, November 5, 1996

at 12:30 PM
Buchanan A 106, 1866 Main Mall
UBC (Gate 3 or 4), Vancouver, B.C.

Free Admission. Book signing to follow.

Information: 822-2665

com.@nd/win

Visit www.sprintcanada.ca/surfnsave and correctly answer the three contest questions on the web site by Nov. 16, 1996 and you
could win a Pentium® multimedia computer with internal fax/data modem, 8mb RAM, 1.0 Gb EIDE hard drive and 14” monitor
(approx. retail value of $1500.00). While you’re there, find out how you can save up to 50% off long distance calls. That’s extra

spending money. And who couldn’t use that! WWW.Sprintcanada.ca/surfnsave

™ @®: Sprint, the Sprint logo, THE MOST, THE MOST fogo are trademarks of Sprint Communications Company L.P., used under license by Sprint Canada Inc. © Sprint Canada Inc., 1996. .
Nopurchase is necessary. Odds of winning depend on number of eligible entries recieved by contesl closing date. Limit one entry per person. A random draw will be conducled on Nov. 28, 1996 from eligible entries recieved. Gontest is not open to residents of PQ, NT, YT, or Lab. Full contest rules are available al www.sprintcanada ca/surfnsave or by writing to: SURF N' SAVE
CONTEST, 105 Gordon Baker Road, Suite 700, PO. Box PB/GC, Willowdale, Ont, M2H 351 and enclosing a self-addressed stamped envelope. Contest may aiso be entered by submitting an entry form, a self-addressed stamped envelope and an essay of 100 words or less desceibing how you could Save money as a Sprint Canada customer to the address noted above.
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CULTURE JAMMERS Fiona Steele, Karolina Sobus and Shiraz Dindar strut their stuff at the alternative fashion show, part of the Corporate
Buttkick Week celebrations. RICHARD LAM PHOTO

Corporatisation: trick or treat?

You walk across the street to the bookstore on
a lazy September day. Suddenly, you're sur-
rounded by treats! Free stuffl But there’s a
catch—it’s all a trick. It is not free.

We all pay for the corporatisation of uni-
versities. And the costs are high.

This week’s Corporate Buttkick Week is a
kick in the butt for students as well as corpo-
rations. Advertising and corporate logos have
become ubiquitous on campus; so much so
that we don't even consciously see them any
more. The organisers of Buttkick week are
showing the students of UBC what is in front
of their faces everyday that they just don't
think about. ’

Owens Wiwa’'s speech on Monday was a
big part of that. He showed those of us who
were there what Shell means to the Ogoni
people. To them it is not just a place to get gas

and a;complementary oil check, it is the cor-
porate giant that has devastated their homes
and taken away their livelihoods. He told the
audience at the SUB auditorium, “Shell oil
contains our blood.”

While we are not being physically dis-
placed by corporations in Vancouver, our cul-
ture is. Corporate culture has taken over
everything from campus computer labs to
hockey. Has anyone noticed that our national
sport is now GM’s biggest billboard this side
of the Rockies?

The Culture Jammers, the group behind
this week’s festivities, are one of the few
groups on campus who are dedicated to
showing us what this corporate tidal wave is
doing to our culture. Culture jamming, a term
made popular by AdBusters, means the sub-
verting of modern corporate culture.

Through creative and non-violent means,
the Culture Jammers attempt to teach peo-
ple alternative ways of thinking. Thinking
that goes beyond the logos that dominate

-our cultural landscape, and ask why they are

there. :

That is what makes Corporate Buitkick
Week different from other protests against
commercialism. Unlike last year’s protests
against Coke or McDonald’s, this week was a
preemptive strike; proactive not reactive.
Instead of trying to mobilise students against
the corporate evil of the week, they are giving
people the tools to spot the danger before it
strikes.

The moral behind Corporate Buttkick
Week is that we can and should be question-
ing corporate clout if we want our campus to
reflect us, not some corporate agenda.

Longtime librarian
is pleased about
elevator

I was pleased to read in your
issue of October 29th, 1996 Chris
Nuttall-Smith’s  contribution,
“Koerner Library to get 2nd
Elevator.” The lack of a second
elevator has been keenly felt by
everyone using the part of the
Koerner Library which opened in
June, and we are all delighted at
the thought of having a second
one (which with luck will likely be
in operation by April, 1997, by
the way).

No one is happier than I, as
Facilities and Preservation
Manager for the Library and as the
person responsible for the liason
between the Library and Campus
Planning and Development,
Architectura (the architects), Plant
Operations, the suppliers of furni-
ture and equipment, my collegues
in the Library—everyone involved
in the construction of the new
building. As you noted in the arti-
cle, my husband and I were very
pleased to be able to contribute to
the new elevator through our pri-
vate donation.

So, I just had to point out that
the statement “Mrs. Dodson was
a longtime UBC librarian” is not
quite correct. Mrs. Dodson IS a
long-time UBC librarian, and
intends to continue io be here
even longer if she’s spared!

Suzanne Cates Dodson
Facilities and Preservation
Manager, UBC Library

Aquarium makes
a killing on
killer whales

So obvious a success is the con-
finement of killer whales that the
practice functions nicely as a
symbol, one especially 'appropri-
ate for youth who seem complete-
ly spellbound by the spectacle.
Small wonder the Vancouver
Aquarivm is financially viable.
The economically dominant class
and culture is busy impressing
youth with new values for a new
era. This is as it should be. It is
young people especially who
must tighten their belts, reign in

expectation and tune in to the dic-

tates of their high tech future.
The Aquarium is a high tech

holding pond. Through miracles
of science the giant intelligent
mammals can be maintained,
and certainly they can be trained.
Because it can be done, it is done.
The symbolism works in a num-
ber of ways: increasingly this is a
civilization with its nose pressed
up against the glass. Financial
viability so often seems to be just
beyond the glass—not quite with-
in = reach. The Vancouver
Aquarium is financially viable
even if the progeny of the whales
are not viable. They make good
press. More can be imported. The
killer whale should be on a new
Canadian flag and on all that's
left of Canadian paper currency.
Let’s put killer whales in uptown
hotels and restaurants, and, as
far as the flag is concerned, the
banner should be flown vertically
to accommodate their shape
which better represents the
south-north flow of culture and
trade. Also, the province should
park the dogwood as a provincial
symbol and rev up the fastlane,
Hollywood North image of the
place, with the whale gyrating
into space.

Children who are so often
trapped in front of TV screens in
their living rooms or computer

screens in their classrooms,
eagerly relate to performing
whales. Recently a young student

- was brought before a public meet-

ing to advocate for whales serv-
ing an important educational
function. This is just the point.
The spirit and stamina of this
animal is amazing and it's obvi-
ous that human beings are enti-
tled to profit from them. Where
would the whale be without
human intervention—a little

‘understood big thing out htere

going bump in the dark of the
ocean? It takes the civilizing focus
of capital gain to shed light on
this giant. This is a big concept.
Let them go? Hell no! They're
financially viable even when
they're nuts from their own
boomerangig sonar signals; even
as they swim in lethargic circles
with dorsal fins drooping. [How
like the third hour of Saturday
morning television ad sugar-coat-
ed cereal!]

Let's see what it does. How
long will it live? Science makes
this possible. Surely the best prof-
it to be made from the upkeep of
these popular giants is the rich

‘symbolism involved.

Donna J. Tanchak
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Flndlng fault with fear and values

UBC theatre student
Daniel Chen tries to find

the connections between

Chinese and non-Chinese.
The faultlines await.

by Peggy Lee

Having recently moved to Richmond himself,
UBC theatre student Daniel Chen has observed
first-hand the issues raised by Faultlines. In the
play, now on at Richmond’s Gateway Theatre,
Daniel plays Raymond Chan (no relation
to the Liberal MP), a whiny high school
student who worries about his grades and
struggles with his cultural identity and |
conflicting parental values. ;

Chen says the “faultlines” of the title [
represent Richmond’s fear of earth-
quakes—"There is this loose sand thing,
Richmond will just float away”—but it also
serves as a metaphor for the cultural ten-
sion between Chinese and Caucasian. “If
anything goes wrong, there is that idea
that there could be a quake,” says Chen. “It
could shake them all up. Same thing with
the parent and the son, living side-by-side,
there’s always that potential of that earti-
quake. Is it going to be good or is it going |
to be bad?

“But it's not about who's right and

who's wrong. It's about the need to get to ALANNAH ONG holds on to Daniel Chen(nght) in Faultlines.

know individuals and communication.”

Chen says the play has received mixed
reviews for being both too realistic and not real-
istic enough. But overall, he says, “the response
from both Chinese and Caucasian audiences
was ‘Wow, it was great! Y'know, finally we get a
chance to bring it out in the open.’

“I think some people said that these kinds of
concerns were more relevanl a year ago
because that was when things were more
tense. Now there isn't as great of a tension but
it’s still great to bring those issues out.”

The most important thing for Chen, as an
actor, is to connect with his audience. “It’s grat-
ifying to know that they can look at [the play]
and not one person has been, like, ‘oh well’
and really distanced themselves from the issue
or anything. Whether they come out and it’s
pure entertainment ... or people can come out

and say yeah, they really see that, the most
important is that they enjoy the show.”

Perhaps the most rewarding connection
he’s made so far was in a matinee perfor-
mance for over 400 Richmond high school stu-
dents. Unlike adult audiences, he found the
“kids” connected with different aspects of the
play. “With the high school today, they may not

U you t

onsi le

have understood the culturai stufl with the
adults, but they really understood my conflict
with the parents. Just that whole idea of the
father being very heavy handed with the son—
y'know, ‘gotta be here,” money and all that
stuff, or when 1 was yelling back at my par-
ents.”

The connection he felt with the students
made him see himself as something of a role
model figure. “Seeing so many Chinese kids
out there and other ethnic groups out there...
somehow I got this feeling that, as a whole,
because they were so interested in all our sto-
ries, maybe one of them might identify with
that or identify with the character.”

Apart from this production, Daniel
also studies theatre full-time at UBC. Last
sumnmer he had a principal role in the
television series New York Tempest. After
Faultlines he will be busy again in
November with a second run of the popu-
lar show Mom, Dad, I'm Living With a !
White Girl at the Firehall Theatre. "

Although he is barely in school now, |
Daniel speaks fondly of UBC’s Theatre !
program. “I'm taking theatre at school .
and that’s going to be my degree. [ have
the most awesome teacher. Last year
when | was doing Mom and Dad, Kate
Weiss was my acting teacher. [She
understood that] ultimately we are
working towards being in professional
i theatre or TV or whatever, so she said,

‘We'll give you the opportunity to do

that.” And this happened again this
year. They were okay with me taking some
time off.”

Call it sucking up if you like, but he’s doing |
a greal job outside of school anyway. It does
sound like he is living the theatre student’s

dream. »f
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‘The magic of opera,
the mustery of cidhood

Engelbert Humperdinck's

hanscl
and
greeel

A co-production with
The UBC School of Music

Previews Nov. |3 (2 forlg
Opening Nov. 14 - Nov 2

Additional Performances
Wednesday Nov 27, 8pm
Thursday Nov 28, 12:30pm matinee —
grlday Nov 29, g
Saturday Nov 30, pm

BOX OFFICE 822-2678

2 for 1 Preview November 6

Opens November 7 -9 ;
12-16 g

| Tickets: $7 !

BOX OFFICE 822-2678
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Your generation is showing more responsibility than any generation that's gone before you
and that's a fact. So now it's time for you to stand up and play an active role in our efforts

to get the message across about responsible use of alcohol.

Because some people still don’

t “get it”. -

What would you say to them
if you could-put your message on national TV?
Or in newspapers? Or radio? Speak out.
Submit your message to us and it could be part of a national campaign
to get the word out on responsible use of alcohol.
And you could be part of that campaign, too. Because if our panel selects your message.

you'll be heard. And you'll be participating in the production of the campaign.

You'll also find it very rewarding because there is a total of $100,000
in cash rewards for chosen submissions. And the top submission
could earn up to $15,000. And every submission will receive a free
Potygram “Seund Qut” CD, featuring a compilation of Canada’s hottest bands.

It's time for you to stand up, speak out and be heard. But you need to hurry.
The deadline for entries is December 31, 1996.

Submission information and brochures can be picked up
at any Sam the Record Man, Music World or Cineplex Odeon Theatres
OR BY CALLING 1-888-BE HEARD (234-3273)
or at — www.brewers.ca

e stand up

PolyGram

speak out

CINEPLEX ODHON
CORURATI

be heard

s e\m ing you want to hear
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2nd Floor,

2174 W. Parkway
Vancouver, BC
(University Village)

224-6225
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Discover the Friendly Competition!
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Looking for a career
in health care?

Are you caring, conscientious and self-motivated?

Consider chiropractic—the third largest primary
contact health care profession in Canada. We offer
a natural approach to health care!

The Canadian Memorial Chiropractic College is one
of the finest chiropractic colleges in the world, with a
four-year programme leading to qualification as a
Doctor of Chiropractic.

@ 0M0C

CANADIAN MEMORIAL
CHIROPRACTIC COLLEGE

To find out more please contact

Admissions
CANADIAN MEMORIAL CHIROPRACTIC COLLEGE
1900 Bayview Avenue Toronto ON M4G 3E6

Telephone 1 800 463-2923
Fax (416) 482-9745
On The Web hitp://www.cmcc.ca

Deadline for
applications is
December 31, 1996!
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Med students call for changes

by Clare Atzema

UBC medical students say they are being forced to
specialise too early and are calling for a return to the
year of rotating internship training that was
scrapped in 1993.

“Medical students are being forced to choose a
career path before they have adequate exposure to
the wvarious medical fields,” says Medical
Undergraduate Society (MUS) President Ben Chew.
“Consequently, medical education has become more
about choosing a specialty than getting an educa-
tion.”

The rotating internship was a yearlong appren-
ticeship in several areas of medical care that all stu-
dents took after completing their medical under-
graduate degree.

Hospitals each ran their own internship program,
during which most interns spent eight weeks in each
of medicine, surgery, obstetrics/gynecology and pedi-
atrics. That was followed by four weeks in each of psy-
chiatry, emergency, and family medicine. Upon com-
pletion of the year students were given a General
Practitioner’s license, and could work as a family
physician or go on to train further in a specialty.

But in 1993 the system changed. The common
rotating internship was dissolved and each specialty,
including family medicine, now runs its own intern-
ship which students begin immediately after com-
pleting their undergraduate degree.

Medical students now begin making career choic-
es in their third year with the selection of their fourth
year electives. There is little chance for students to
change their minds because of the high costs of med-
ical training.

“Instead of using their electives to broaden their
knowledge base, students choose electives to fortify
their residency applications,” Chew said.

Chew and Dr. Andrew Seal, UBC Medicine’s

Wiwa urges Shell boyco

by Sarah Galashan

former writer and
activist, was execut-

Associate Dean of Student Affairs, were scheduled to
address UBC student concerns at a meeting of sever-
al western medical school associate deans in Calgary
Thursday.

They may have some convincing to do.

While a recent survey shows an overwhelming
majority of UBC medical students favour increased
clinical exposure, many doctors and medical stu-
dents in other parts of the country prefer the current
system. According to sources that wish to remain
unnamed, the Post-Grad Associate Deans of
Manitoba and Calgary oppose reinstating rotating
internships.

Dr. W. Bingham, Associate Dean of Post Graduate
Medical Education for the University of
Saskatchewan, is undecided on the issue. It will be
difficult, he says, to return to the old system of non-
integrated internships “having just convinced teach-
ing programs of the need of an integrated basic clin-
ical year.” He also worries about the cost of a new
administrative structure. Bingham did say, however,
that he is “convinced that an internship would allow
for better career selection by means of greater clini-
cal exposure.”

The MUS acknowledges a number of important
concerns with a return to rotating internships. It isn’t
clear who would take responsibility for residents
because students don't want the hospital-controlled
programs back, nor is it yet known how satisfactory
completion of the year would be judged.

But whatever the solution, warns Allyson Davie,
vice-president of the MUS, the general public is part
of the equation, since they “will ultimately bear the
brunt of the results, be they good or bad.”

UBC professor Dr. Bill Maurice agrees. “I think
that in 20 years time this will have a big impact on
the general population, and I think we have an ethi-
cal responsibility to look out for our patients now by
resolving this issue,” he said. »/

Nigerian human rights activist
Dr. Owens Wiwa urged students
to take action in a lunchtime
speech to UBC students Monday.

After giving a vivid description
of the environmental damage and
inhumane treatment Shell inflicts
on the Ogoni people, Wiwa urged
students to take a stand in
defense of the Ogoni.

“Though we are small, poor
and peaceful we intend to
mobilise people to tell Shell to

stop killing,” said Wiwa.
Wiwa’s brother Ken Saro-Wiwa,

ed last November
along with eight §
other outspoken Ni-
gerian professionals M
by Nigeria’s military

DESIREE ADIB PHOTO

dictatorship. In re-
membrance of the deaths activist
groups around the world are
organising events to protest Shell’s
treatment of the Ogoni.

According to Wiwa more than
2000 Ogoni have died as a result
of Shell's partnership with the
Nigerian regime.

Wiwa encouraged students to

boycott all Shell products, and to
write to the company voicing
their outrage at the Ogoni’s loss of
freedom. “[Shell thinks] they are
God at times, that they are not
answerable to anybody. But we
know that they are answerable to
the consumers, if the consumers
use their power,” he said. jf

There’s nothing more frustrating than missing
out on a course you need because it’s full. It
can throw your whole academic schedule
off. So why wait until next term to
pick up that course you need now?

As a fully accredited

University Courses Without University Waiting Lists.

print and video based courses, and personal

schedule call 431-3300 in the Lower Mainland or

tutoring, you can study what and when
you want. No time conflicts. No
waiting lists. No problem.

Register today. For a complete course

1-800-663-9711 within B.C.

university and college, we offer a complete range of courses

>

SERVICES OF THE
OPEN LEARNING AGENCY

that are transferable to your institution. And E-mail: studentserv@ola.bc.ca

with our on-line computer conferencing, Internet: www.ola.bc.ca
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