
ITRI™'« r»FFTI"T4T «TTTr»FNTT NTFWSP4PF1} UBC'S OFFICIAL STUDENT NEWSPAPER 

STANDING BEHIND THE SKYTRAIN SINCE I918 

BYSSEY 
VOL. LXXXIX N O . 26 | WWW.UBYSSEY.BC.CA | DECEMBER 4™, 2007 

City looks to extend 
Millennium lino to UBC 
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A section ofthe Canada Line being built near YVR. When completed the line will connect Richmond & Vancouver. 

BY LESLIE YOUNG 

News Writer 

Vancouver mayor Sam Sullivan 
is pushing a plan to extend the 
Millennium Line to the Univer
sity of British Columbia. 

"It is the number one transit 
priority in Vancouver," said the 
mayor on Saturday. "I'd like to 
see a tunnel down the Broadway 
corridor, ultimately to UBC." 

On November 13, city council 
approved a motion to study tran
sit options for the West Broadway 
corridor. Options under review 
include a subway, a light rail 
line, or tram cars, among other 
possibilities. 

The city will spend about 
$500,000 a year on the study. 
The project is still in a prelimi
nary phase, and construction on 
any transit option is not expected 
to start until after 2010 at the 
earliest. 

City Councillor Suzanne 
Anton, one of the supporters of 
expanding Broadway transit, 
said, "the Broadway corridor is 
already over capacity. There's a 
huge number of riders and not 
enough conveyances for them." 

Drew Snider of Translink 
agreed with this assessment. 
"The number of full #99 buses 
that go out to UBC in the morn
ing and come back in the after
noon is pretty good evidence that 
we need to move more people in 
different ways," he said. 

The #99 and #9 buses car
ried a combined 60,000 pas
sengers per day, according to a 
2004/2005 study. 

Central Broadway is the sec
ond largest transit destination in 
the Vancouver region, next to the 
downtown core. The number of 
trips to UBC has nearly doubled 
over the last ten years, mostly 
since the U-Pass was introduced 
in 2003. During peak hours, bus
es to and from UBC often drive 
by students at bus stops, too full 
to take on more passengers. 

The city has recognized the 
problem in several reports, but 
until now, little has been done to 
address it. According to the may
or, the Millennium Line project 
always included plans to extend 
the line down Broadway. 

"The Millennium Line was 
only half-built," said Mayor Sul
livan. "It was always intended to 

go at least to Arbutus, if not all 
the way to UBC." 

There are concerns that con
struction might turn Broadway 
into another Cambie Street. 
Translink representative Drew 
Snider said that public consulta
tion must be part of the plan to 
expand transit down Broadway, 
in order to avoid disrupting busi
nesses and neighbourhoods. 

The mayor agrees with this 
approach and has been gather
ing public opinion on the issue 
through an informal survey on 
his website. The survey will re
main up until mid-January. 

Many transit options are still 
being considered, but the final 
decision is always a question 
of cost and political will, said 
Associate Professor William G. 
Dunford of UBC's engineering 
department. A subway tunnel 
would be the least disruptive 
option, he explained, but it will 
always be more expensive than 
surface transport. It would re
quire sustained political support 
to build. He also stressed that 
there may be other options than 
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Cafe Crepe has closed its doors after disappointing profits & liquor woes. 

University says au 
revoir to Cafe Crepe 

BY MAC MACKILLOP 
News Writer 

Former employees of the cam
pus Cafe Crepe, which closed 
down suddenly in mid-October, 
are taking legal action against 
their former employer in an at
tempt to receive compensation 
for their surprise dismisal and 
lost wages. 

Prior to its permanent clo
sure in October, Cafe Crepe had 
been considering closing for 
some time, but had assured its 
employees that, if they closed, 
it would not happen until after 
the winter holidays. But, in mid-
October, Cafe Crepe "temporar
ily" shut down, citing a leak in 
their water pipes. They never 
reopened. 

Confused employees had no 
idea that they had lost their jobs 
until Cafe Crepe had already 
closed its doors. After being as
sured that their positions were 
secure, the entire staff found 
themselves without jobs or 
incomes. Although the manage
ment was unavailable for com
ment as of press time, members 
of the staff revealed that they 
have brought legal action against 
their former employer. At the 
moment no decisions have been 
reached by the BC Labour Rela
tions Board. 

So why did Cafe Crepe close 
in the first place? One would 
expect that its tasty food, cheap 
beer, and relaxed atmosphere 

see "Cafe Crepe" I PAGE 02 

Langara campus politics 
threaten The Gleaner 

BY PAUL BUCCI 

News Staff 

The Gleaner's newsroom smells 
of stale cigarette smoke and 
newsprint. The walls are plas
tered with countless faded back 
issues, comics, and letters. Sitting 
among stacks of newspapers and 
a handful of computers is Tanya 
West, the business manager of 
the Gleaner Publications Society 
(GPS). West is also manges the 
editing, production, and often, 
the writing of the twice monthly 
newspaper. She writes the 
cheques, writes the stories, and 
puts out the paper. She is The 
Gleaner. Yet after seven years 
at the helm, there are signs that 
Tanya West and The Gleaner are 
going to be facing a rocky future. 

The fight for the 'truth' which 
drives many within the newspa
per industry is often very ugly 
and deceitful, and the battle 
brewing between the student-
funded GPS and the Langara Stu

dent's Union (LSU) may prove to 
be very ugly. Both sides claim to 
have been wronged in some sub
stantial way. Both insist they are 
acting in the best interest of the 
students. But neither have acted 
with clean hands. 

"I don't even like writing," 
West she told me as she rushed 
to get Monday's issue done. 
Simultaneously chatting, coor
dinating interviews, and laying 
out pages, West largely runs the 
student paper on her own: out 
of the 18 or so stories that ran 
in the early November issue of 
The Gleaner, West, wrote nearly 
half. And despite her dedication 
to her job, it seems that West's 
single-handed operation of this 
theoretically student-controlled 
newspaper may ulitmately be its 
undoing. 

When asked about the trouble 
brewing at The Gleaner, student 
Benjamin Alldritt explained that 

see "The Gleaner" I PAGE 02 

CALENDAR EMAIL US YOUR EVENTS AT FEEDBACK@UBYSSEY.BC.CA 

TUES 

Lecture 

Yann Martel 
Where: Frederic W> 
Theatre 
Time: 7:3Opm^. 
Cost:$15/L3-te-he 
author of Life of Pi 

WED Islamic Choral Mu 
& Aboriginal Mus: 
Where: Vancouver! 
Public Library 
Time: 7pm 
Cost: Free a> 

THUR European Union Film 
Festival 

FRI 

Where: Pacifique 

9.50, 
Cinemateque 
Cost: Single bill 
double bill $11.50 

Music 

Shout out out out ov 
Time: 10pm 
Where: Richard's oj 
Richards 
Tickets: $14.00 

w Procrastinating is scrabulous I P A G E 05 

W Gender parity among UBC Profs I P A G E 6,7 

• ^ 2008: a look into the crystal ball I P A G E I O 

H H Women'bailers keep on hoopin'I P A G E I I 


