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New Science courses 
An iPhone app for doctors 

Train 
your brain 
Young learners struggle 

to make the transition 

from high school to 

university life with its 

larger workload and 

reduced supervision. 

Catherine Rawn is 

teaching them the 

fundamentals of 

academic success. 
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Five years of growth 
for Okanagan campus 
BY BUD M O R T E N S O N 

Since opening its doors in the summer 

of 2005, UBC's Okanagan campus 

has grown from 3,500 students to 

well over 6,000, including more than 

500 graduate students. 
UBC is tripling the original 500,000 sq. 

ft. of building space to 1.5 million sq. ft. 

through a $400-million construction 

program, and this summer the campus 

literally doubled in size with the 

acquisition of 103.6 ha. (256 acres) from 

the City of Kelowna. 

The $8.78-million purchase 

of land adjacent to the Okanagan 

campus in Kelowna's North Glenmore 

neighbourhood increases the total area 

of UBC's endowment lands at both the 

Vancouver and Okanagan campuses to 

more than 1,500 acres. 

"This is an unprecedented and 

extremely important event in the 

history of UBC," said Brad Bennett, 

whose announcement of the purchase 

was one of his final official acts after 

serving as Chair ofthe Board of 

Governors for the past five years. "This 

ensures that UBC's Okanagan campus 

can respond to the future needs of our 

region, our province and the country. 

The possibilities are limited only by 

continued on page 5 UBC Okanagan campus is beginning its sixth year. 
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Berkowitz & Associates 

Consulting Inc. 

Statistical Consulting 
Research Design • Data Analysis • Survey Sampling • Statistical Education 

Jonat han Be rkowitz, Ph.D. 4160 Staulo Crescent, Vancouver,B.C.V6N3S2 

Office: 604-263-1508 • Fax:604-263-1708 

Email: witzl @i nterchange.ubc.ca 

Copies Plus 
C O P Y I M A G I N G C E N T R E 

D I G I T A L C O L O U R POSTERS 
Make a BIG Impression 

Quality Digital Printing and Copying Service 
Presentat ion Char ts • Scientific Posters • Murals • Maps 

• Point of Purchase Displays • Photo Enlargements 

• A r c h i t e c t u r a l drawings • Promot ions & Event signage 

•Window Displays • Collages • Plus more 

Over 22 years of Excellence www.copiesplus.ca 
1950 W e s t Broadway 604-731 -7868 
Open 7 Days Mon-Fri 8am-9pm Sat-Sun I0am-6pm 

Your Conference 
Planning Partner at UBC 

Hosting a conference at UBC? We can make it easy. 
We offer full management and registration services and have experienced 

and knowledgeable staff. Let us help you customize a program to suit your 

needs and budget. 

With UBC's unique venues and state-of-the-art facilities, your meeting 

at UBC will no doubt be a memorable success! 

UBC 

w 
Conferences & 
Accommodation 
Vancouver 

T 604 822 1060 

E conferences@housing.ubc.ca 

www.ubcconferences.com 

WEST COAST SUITES 
Deluxe Hotel Suites, West Coast Style 

EVERYONE CAN STAY WITH US 
Contemporary, beautifully appointed, limited service deluxe hotel 

suite for visitors and business travelers to Vancouver. 

• Centrally located on campus 

• Fully-equipped kitchen and complimentary wireless internet 

• Ideal for short or long term stays 

• Available year round 

UBC 

W 

Conferences & 
Accommodation 
Vancouver 

T 604 822 1000 

E reservations@housing.ubc.ca 

www.ubcconferences.com 

Dr. Julio Montaner presented a study on HAART therapy for HIV-positive aboriginal Canadians. 

WEIRD STUDIES FLAWED 

UBC professors are pointing out the 

flawed scientific practices of many 

psychology researchers, as was 

described in the Globe and Mail, 

Science, the Chronicle of Higher 

Education and the Vancouver Sun. 

Most psychology studies are based 

on a small sample of university students 

— people from western, educated, 

industrialized, rich, and democratic 

(WEIRD) societies — and does not 

necessarily represent the bulk of 

humanity. 

"While students from Western 

nations are a convenient, low cost 

data pool, our findings suggest 

that they are also among the least 

representative populations one could 

find for generalizing about humans," said 

Joseph Henrich, a UBC professor of 

psychology and economics, who worked 

on the study with colleagues Steven 

Heine and Ara Norenzayan. 

UBC STUDENTS NAB EMMY 

NOMINATION 

Ten UBC students and their professor 

Peter Klein have been nominated for two 

Emmy Awards for their documentary, 

Ghana: Digital Dumping Ground. 

The Globe and Mail, the Canadian 

Press, CBC, CTV, the Vancouver Sun and 

others have reported on the nominations 

for the film that traced the path of 

electronic waste around the globe. 

"The nominations themselves are 

great, but the idea that the students 

are recognized for this kind of work 

is amazing," said Klein, a former 60 

Minutes producer who has previously 

won two Emmys. 

"It was great as a learning 

experience. We never expected to make 

something that would be nominated 

for an Emmy," said Dan Haves, one 

ofthe students who worked on the 

documentary. 

STUDY ON HOMESTAY STUDENTS 

Compared with immigrant or Canadian-

born Asian students, UBC researchers 

have found that homestay students in 

B.C. are more sexually active, likely to 

skip school, take cocaine and binge-

drink. Nearly a quarter of homestay 

girls also reported being sexually 

abused, versus nine per cent of their 

Canadian peers. 

Agence France Presse, The Korea 

Times, the Globe and Mail, CTV, 

Postmedia News and others reported on 

the study which called for government 

oversight of homestays. 

"There's no policies, there's no 

regulation, there's no standards, there's 

no reporting," said lead author assoc. 

Prof. Sabrina Wong. 

THE MATH (AND MORALITY) 

OF GIVING 

The San Francisco Chronicle, Bloomberg 

Businessweek, the Vancouver Sun and 

others reported on research by UBC 

psychology professor Elizabeth Dunn 

that suggests spending money on others 

makes us happier. 

Dunn and her team gave subjects 

$10 and asked them to decide how much 

to keep for themselves and how much to 

give away. 

"The more they give away, the more 

positive emotions they feel," she said 

ofthe subjects. "Conversely, the more 

money they keep for themselves, the 

more shame they feel." 

RESEARCH SHOWS SUBSTANTIVE 

DROP IN HIV TRANSMISSION 

A new study, presented by UBC's Julio 

Montaner at the 18th International 

AIDS Society Conference in Vienna, 

suggests that increasing the number of 

HIV patients who receive highly active 

antiretroviral therapy (HAART) leads to 

a decline in the spread ofthe virus that 

causes AIDS. 

"Our results should serve to 

re-energize the G8's universal access 

pledge as a means to curb the effect 

of AIDS and thegrowth ofthe HIV 

pandemic," said Montaner, the chair 

in AIDS Research at UBC's Faculty of 

Medicine, and president ofthe IAS. 

Science, the Atlanta Journal-

Constitution, the Globe and Mail, the 

National Post, the Toronto Star and 

others picked up on the study results 

and Montaner's talk at the conference. • 
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