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There are two ways of contructing a software design: one way is to make it so simple that there are obviously no deficiencies,
and the other way is to make it so complicated that there are no obvious deficiencies. ''
CAR. Hoare

Rolling Stones to Play
UBC in January!
"Music (up) to our ears," says AMS
Kevin Phillips Bong
Roving Correspondent
VANCOUVER - UBC students young and old were
dancing in the streets
today as the AMS
announced the coming of
the Rolling Stones to play a
special free concert at UBC.
The showcase concert is
part of a new comprehensive plan by the AMS to
foster student spirit and
encourage participation in
student politics, and is
unprecedented in its size
and scope.
The plan calls for the
staging of major performances at all AMS functions and events, the aim
being to attract students.
While enjoying the concerts, students can then
take part in the event at
hand, whether it be an
election, referendum or
even a simple meeting.
The centrepiece of this
ambitious new approach to
political involvement is

the week-long Billapalooza General) Meeting. It
rock festival, slated for late
should represent an imporJanuary to coincide with
tant step forward in how
the annual AMS general
things get done on this
elections. The Stones will
campus," said Dobie. He
headline the festival,
added that "from that
which will also feature
point on, it just gets better
Stone Temple Pilots, The
and better. We've already
Black Crowes, Midnight
booked New Kids On The
Oil and Nine Inch Nails.
"It's gonna be huge," said
Dobie. "Can you imagine
the turnout for the elecEverywhere I go, I
tions? The voting will
break records."
hear students singing:
The program officially
takes off with the popular
7/7/7 know, it's only
folk-rockers Spirit of the
West, whose free
November 18th concert
Janice Boyle, but I like
will follow an AMS Special
General Meeting. The
it!'
event will also feature the
local band Rose
Chronicles. The meeting is
BILL DOBIE
being held in order to
approve changes to the
Block and Kris Kross to
AMS Bylaws, for which a
headline for our referenquorum of just over 2900
dum on daycare, and the
students is required.
Glenn
Miller Orchestra has
"We're expecting a great
been
approached
regarding
turnout for the (Special

ft

Public Service Announcement
Champion golfer Greg Norman says:

ratification of new proposals for mature students. In
addition, to encourage student turnout, Council
meetings are being moved
to the Pit on Wednesday
nights.
Dobie was enthusiastic
about the projected longterm success of the program. "It's a helluva great
system," he said. "For so
long, we've had a chickenand-egg problem in terms
of getting students out to
change outdated bylaws
that make us inaccessible
to Joe Student. But now,
we'll have bags of people
out to take part. Already,
everywhere I go, I hear students singing, 'Iiiii know,
it's only Janice Boyle, tiut I
like it!'
"And, I must admit,
there's nothing better
than a good mosh."
When asked how the;
AMS intended to finance
the Billapalooza project,
Dobie simply said that
t+

"not buying half the
Clayoquot to print the
Ubyssey has saved us a bundle. I think this will prove
to be an expenditure that
will benefit more students
as a whole.
"Plus, we get a cut on
the concession and attraction revenues, and we
stand to recoup a fair bit
through our share on sales
of the Stones' upcoming
Dobie Lounge Live CD."
Future concerts currently
being considered by the
AMS include a special
appearance by Bryan
Adams, and a previously
unthinkable performance
of The Wall by a reunited
Roger Waters and Pink
Floyd to celebrate this
year's Storm The Wall
event.
Copies of the proposed
AMS Bylaw changes are
available now at all Lower
Mainland TicketMaster
locations, or charge-byphone at 280-4444.
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Always wear your sunblock, even on cloudy days.

Vampirism in the '90s

Random
Thoughts.
L
ife would be easier if
you could put a dollar
value to everything.
Decisions would simply be a
matter of adding up a list of
numbers and seeing which
option cost you more
money.
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MCDONALD
Unfortunately, you can't
go through life with an abacus for a heart and a balance
sheet for a brain. I think I
would have missed out on
making the most important
decisions in life if I had
relied on something as artificial as a price tag. How can
you place a value on any of
those warm, fuzzy things
like romances or education?
After all, an education
isn't what gets taught to 200
people at a time. I've
learned that an education is
far more than the sum of
the information you learn
from your professor's unintelligible notes or irrelevent
textbooks.
My education is more of a
personal thing, something
special, tailored to meet my
needs and to fill in my deficiences. Over the last few
years, I've developed the
confidence to be able to
stand in front of a group of
complete strangers and tell
them embarrassing stories
about myself. I've tried to
cultivate my few seeds of
creativity and artistic talent.
And I think I'm far better at
communicating my opinions than I was two years
ago.
I've changed, mostly for
the better, during my stay
here at UBC. And the value
of my change is incalculable.
Right now, there's a battle
brewing on how much an
education is worth, who
benefits, and who should
pay. You may have heard
about Axworthy's discussion
paper on social security
reform, but if you haven't,
let me recap the critical
details.
The government is hoping to save some bucks by
changing the way the government pays for the costs
of university. Right now, the
.::;.. federal government gives a
H whole bunch of money to
' the provinces, who dole it
out to the universities and
colleges. This is called
Existing Program Funding
(EPF).
They'd like to change it,
so that the money is given

directly to you and me, Joe
Student. We'd get a voucher, and we'd give the money
to whichever institution we
choose to attend. The
money would be repaid to
the federal government
using a system similar to the
existing income tax.
So, the money to UBC
from Ottawa will be redirected through you and me,
and we assume the responsibility for paying it back.
Since right now we only pay
a fraction of the cost of our
education through tuition,
it's almost certain that our
tuition will dramatically
increase as we shoulder the
burden of funding this fine
institution we call home. No
one is disagreeing that
tuition will go up under the
new system. Some people
predict it could easily double in the next few years.
The argument is whether
or not this is a good thing.
I'm going to ignore the
questions on how much my
education is worth to society in this article. And I'll
ignore all the ramifications
of student debt loads, competition between institutions for our tuition dollars,
potential loss of research,
quality, accessibility and
everything else. It's too
complex an issue to be dealt
with in 800 words or less.
But my education is
worth a great deal to me.
Not because of all the useless biological facts I've
learned, but for all the different ways I've grown as a
person and all the other reasons I talked about at the
beginning.
Normally, I would expect
to pay through the nose for
something that I value that
much. And under the current system, I'm not paying
what it's truly worth. I guess
I'm just lucky they don't
run the government like a
business.
If UBC was a large department store, it would be as if
the Bay was offering 50% off
everything in the store, to
anyone who managed to get
past the bouncers at the
door. I might be a bit
annoyed if I was left standing outside in the parking
lot. I would be very angry if
I learned that the sale was
going to go forever, but I
had already failed in the
attempt to meet the high
academic standards
required.
I'd be furious if I found
out later that I was expected
to pick up the other 50% for
those who did get in.
Things are going to
change. Just keep in mind
the value of your education.

I and the Needle.
Tessa Moon
Columnist
'd rather have my teeth
pulled out through my
nose than go see a doctor.
This seems to be a frequently voiced sentiment,
even in a university where
the better part of the population spends its undergrad
years dementedly scrabbling
for a place in med school.
You and I know they don't
really leave teapot lids
inside your gut or put their
stethoscope on ice just to
hear you squeal like a stuck
pig. Doctors are sweet, kindly, gentle souls dedicated
solely to your wellbeing. But
say you're going to see a
doctor, and you get the sort
of look normally reserved
for someone whose hard
drive (27-page term paper
and all) has quietly expired.
This makes you wonder just
what will be done to you for
you to merit this rush of
sympathy.
Unlike such truly
detestable groups as lawyers
or politicians, doctors tend
to acquire their bad reputation from a few isolated
quacks and quirks. Everyone
had a childhood physician
they were forced to see once
a year for vaccination and
such — the doctor who
pulled out a huge red lollipop and stuffed it down
your throat so it would muffle your screams as he brandished a syringe the size of a
banana. You remember
watching in horrified fascination as the point of the
needle oscillated ominously
over the chosen site, seemingly for hours. You still
hear in your dreams the little happy sounds he would
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make as he finally punctured you. It's beside the
point that you were too
busy shrieking threats of
murder and malpractice suit
to actually feel the injection.
Now, if you were so
unlucky as to have an illness
you couldn't conceal from
your parents — say, if you
were in danger of drowning
in your milk and corn flakes
— back to the doctor you
went. Emergencies were the
worst. You didn't have an
appointment, so the waiting-room nurse got to have
some fun with you. She
wouldn't allow you the relative dignity of keeping the
thermometer in your
mouth, reminding you of
the time you bit one in half
and tried to drink the mercury. So she'd pick you up
like a puppy and take you
into a little cubicle and of
course it's an accident that
she shoves the thermometer
in so deep it just gets lost
inside you, along with the
two or three from the previous years. You still fancy
you hear a clinking every
time you jump up and
down....
As adults, you avoid the
doctor's office like ... like it
was a doctor's office. But
there are things that will
force you back — mandatory physicals, suspected terminal illnesses, and allsuch.
And it all comes flooding
back as you sit in a paper
gown, slowly dissolving into
a sodden puddle of paranoia, staring at the walls of
a room that looks like it was
decorated by Sylvia Plath.
First, the nurse comes in
with a huge empty syringe.
"Do you know the total
blood volume of the average

human?" You ask when you
finish staring.
The nurse looks at you
like you're several pancakes
short of a stack, but politely
assures you that she does
indeed.
"Then so you know how
much we can lose without
turning into a flaccid,
drained sac?" You demand
with increasing horror.
She rolled her eyes. And
before you know it, she
sticks the needle into your
arm. Eleven tries later, she
finally has her sample. You
mumble something about
her having to explain in a
court of law why your
lunchtime Snapple comes
quirting out of little holes
all over your arm, but she
cheerfully ignores you as
she waves the doctor in.
The doctor looks distinctly motherly — that is, she
looks as though she would
like to poke you many times
with a sharp instrument
while assuring you that it's
all for your own good. As
she fingers an ominouslooking device you don't
want to recognize, she tries
to reassure you. "You might
have heard that I make little
castles out of my patients'
gallbladders," she says. "But
I only do that when I'm
sober, so you'll be all right."
You snap just about then.
You scream at the top of
your lungs as you race out
of the room, through the
office, and down the corridor. You hear the clinking
of those thermometers lost
of old, and run even harder.
You swear never, ever to set
foot in a hospital again. As
you look back for signs of
pursuit, you don't see the
flight of stairs ahead.
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recently had to go shopping for a couple of
shirts, my ever first experience of buying clothes
without my sister (I have
the fashion sense of an
angry rhino.) Laura (my sister), made a great fashion
consultant; not only does
she have good taste in clothing, but it was always in her
best interests to make me
buy cool clothes. That way
people wouldn't refer to her
as "that girl with the brother that dresses funny." (I
come from a small town in
Ontario. People do stuff like
that there.) So I only bought
what Laura told me to. If I
absolutely loved a shirt, but
she made gagging sounds
when I showed it to her, the
shirt stayed in the store and
that was that.
Although I made it
through first year without
buying a thing, most of my
clothes are now decomposing, so it was either get new
stuff or start going naked,
and it's getting too cold for
that. Shopping alone is sort
of like trying to disarm a
bomb for the first time. You
have no idea what your
doing, there's limited time
to do it in, and you've got
to do it right the first time,
or you'll cut the wrong wire
and twelve pounds of plastic
explosive will go off and
that stupid little flak jacket
they gave you won't do a bit
of good. But I digress. On
second thought, shopping
isn't much like that at all,
except that the idea of both
fills me with dread and
makes me feel like I was
somewhere very far away,
and preferably where I could
get Pifla Colada's. Still, it
had to be done, so off I
went.
Eight hours and eighty
dollars later I got on the bus
with two new shirts and the
vow that I'll fly home next
time I have to buy clothes.
Not only is it easier, but it
takes less time. I was also

the same elements as a play:
drama, a plot, an audience,
and underlying theme. The
plot and themes are usually
the same: breaking up. It's
your standard boy meets
girl. Boy and girl fall in love.
Boy loses girl's car in poker
game. Girl is angry. Girl asks
boy how he could be so
bloody stupid. Boy blames Y
chromosome. Girl no longer
listening. Hollywood rears
its ugly head and affects
article. Girl pulls gun.
Shoots boy. Audience still
loves girl. Boy had it coming. Girl runs from law.
Dramatic ending where girl
drives off cliff... I have a
feeling if I go any further,
some sort of copyright
infringement will occur. Anyway, you get the point.,.
It's a whole different type of
conversation. You don't
overhear things like "if
that's the case, how come I
found that eight foot length
of surgical tubing in our bed
when I came home?" when
you're sitting on a park
bench beside two little old
ladies talking.
In the real world, I seldom get to see people
yelling when I'm shopping.
What I really need is something consistent that can get
me through it. Maybe
codeine; I'm pretty sure it
would affect what I purchased, but that night not
be such a bad thing. On second thought, maybe I just
need a new fashion consultant. Any takers?
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considering walking into

the nearest Franciscan
monastery and signing up.
Life there must be great; no
midterms, no need to go
shopping, all of your material needs are provided for,
celibacy... OK, so it has its
downside. Maybe I'm not
cut out for life as a monk
after all.
The only saving grace
about having to go to the
mall is the prospect of getting to see some public

yelling. Watching people
get irate in public is one of
my favorite pastimes, and
it's as close to going to the
theater as I get. It has all of

Trouble in the Entomology Lab.

Being Frank.
F

or those of you who
don't know my extended family, consider
yourself lucky. But I shall
spare none of you from the
shear terror of knowing
what my brother's like.
Now, I know that some of
my more loyal readers (Are
there any? I'd like to know.)
have developed many interesting theories concerning
my mental stability.
Granted, most of these theories are complete nonsense,
(although I do rather like
the ones involving mauve
telepathic dogs from Rigel
VI), but the message is clear:
Some of you think I'm
bonkers. The point that I'm
trying to make is that I'm
the perfectly sane one of me
and my brother.
A little background info is
required here: my brother,
Frank H. (I abbreviated his
last name to protect his
anonymity) currently works
for MPRTeltech (a technical
firm in Burnaby dedicated
to the collection of expensive toys for its employees).
He is renting a magnificent
apartment on the tenth
story of a tower. It, consequently, has an amazing
view over everything
between UBC and SFU. I
had the pleasure of dwelling
shopping with him when h e
rented this particular suite.
His only stated reasons for
renting the apartment were
stated as: "Wow, I can spit
on lotsa stuff from here!"
So now you understand.
Whenever he wants to go
shopping I receive e-mail
from him that states "Frank
hungry. John want go costco? Frank buy food.
Mmmmmmmmm." On the
occasion that I say yes, we
wind our way to Costco in
his RX-7 (always aiming for
random things like: local
flora, fauna, octogenarians,
oncoming traffic, Elvis) to
go shopping in the mystic
land of bulk food.
We buy the required flat
of pop and Snapple, then
things get weird. One time

Frank bought about 4.5
litres of mustard which he
ate over the next few weeks
with a spoon. Recently he
has gotten into this evil
habit of buying a whole jar
of pickled mushrooms.
Apparently, he goes through
it in about a week.
Now the question is: How
do I resolve our rather glaring differences that prevent
us from getting along like
two brothers? I could just
shoot him. Or I could deny
that he exists and answer
the phone with "Frank
who"? But then there's the
Christmas problem.
Every year in December,
all the wandering members
of my family return to the
homestead to eat turkey.
Usually a person would
claim to celebrate the true
spirit of Christmas in
December, but, since me
and my brothers aren't
exactly Christian, we tend
to look upon the whole
affair as some sort of annual
ritual that nabs whatever
few birds were spared from
Thanksgiving. And gives us
lots of goodies. (Did I mention that my parents are getting to that point in life
when they can't remember
whether or not they've
already bought you a present?)
Now what to do? I could
just continue with my current plan, which mostly
involves saying "Um...
that's... uh... nice, Frank."
whenever he says something
unusual. Unfortunately that
requires saying it a lot. My
old method of just ignoring
anything weird wound up
with him feeling like he was
talking to a brick wall, so
that obviously won't work.
In light of these potential
problems, I have decided to
attempt to counter weirdness with weirdness of my
own.
I have been thinking of
making this change for a
while, and have done some
preliminary tests in order to
judge its potential success in

King George
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HALLETT
Frank-handling. Out of
the three times I tried, two
were in public and the
resulting conversation (in
which me and my brother
attempted to out-weird the
other) caused everyone
within earshot to seek new
seats on the other side of
the restaurant. I kept it up
for a couple hours, after
which he settled down a bit.
So it worked, but boy my
brain hurt.
In normal conversations,
one has to keep track of
where the dialogue is going.
Not in exceptionally weird
conversations. Neither me
nor my brother had any
idea of where we were
presently, where we were
headed, how we where
going to get there, or which
pleasant conversation-side
diner we would stop at for
coffee. It was that kind of
discussion.
So, in conclusion, I hope
to implement this plan and
have it greeted with all sorts
of smiling success. Unless,
of course, my brother has
anticipated this move and is
preparing a suitable counter
strike. In which case, I'll be
in the corner going silently
and delightfully mad.

Volunteer Tutors

Needed for
EMU
12
Sll
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evenings oir Sua©.
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ver felt like there were
some people out on
the streets who have
the intelligence of dried
toast? Ever thought people
like that should have a sticker or something that identified them as complete
morons?
We at The 432 encounter
our fair share of idiots too.

And with the help of the
Ministry of Human
Resources, we've created the
equivalent of BC's own
AirCare® for humans.
It's a simple, easy to apply
procedure designed to weed
out the incompetent, useless
or just plain dumb people in
our population.
With this rating system,

you'll have the quality
assurance that your taxi driver, waitress, or local politician is of the highest calibre
when it comes to brain
wave emissions.
And you'll be helping to
reduce the excess waste
thought being pumped into
the stratosphere, cutting
down on global warming.

Airhead
Thanks for helping to improve driving quality in the Lower Mainland.
Model year 1978 and older drivers registered in Autoplan territories D, E and
H, from Lions Bay and communities
north to Furry Creek, .and to
Chilliwack and communities west of
Flood, must pass an annual brainwave emissions inspection prior to
license and insurance renewal.
Look for the notification...
"AirheadCare Inspection Required"
on your Autoplan renewal document.
NiLafiiMnSr^^
and you
may have your annual inspection during any month before your renewal
deadline.

The following craniums are exempt
from inspection:
• 1994 and earlier persons
• humans with vintage or collector's
plates
• farmers

What is being inspected?
The inspection will determine whether
your grey matter actually functions
when you're behind the wheel, and
that key brain-wave emission control
components not recommended at the
time of manufacture have not been
attached or inserted (such as Smarties®
up the nose, or any behaviour-control
electrodes).

All 1978 and older model gasoline,
diesel and alternate-fueled drivers
must be inspected, including:
• Nobel laureates

Where do I take the ol' hamster 'n' wheel?
To receive an inspection, take your
cortex—.and as much of the midbrain
as you can find—to any of the official
Inspection Centres listed on the
reverse of this sheet. The cost of each
inspection and/or reinspection is M l
plus SI.05 GST (bring one of the
pieces of paper with a green-inked
Queen on it. You'll get two pieces with
a red-inked Queen back, along with
some nice shiny coins).

Failed brains must be coerced into producing thought and returned to any
official AirheadCare Inspection Centre
for reinspection. If your head failed the
annual AirheadCare inspection, three
months of licensing and insurance may
be purchased to provide ample time to
complete the necessary repairs. As
well, this should keep those smug
Prairie drivers on their toes for a few
months. After that three month policy
has lapsed, the brain in question will
be unable to be used for driving until it
has passed or conditionally passed an
inspection. Look for repair facilities
displaying the AirheadCare Repair
Centre sign. These facilities have been
certified by the Province as having the
equipment and training necessary to do
the job right, thefirsttime.

AirHead Care® Repair Cost Limits
Pre 1975
1975-1987
1988-1992
Post 1992
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t's flu season... Most of the population of UBC is ingesting or injecting various medicinal substances to combat
the various viruses floating about.
Taking such powerful drugs can cause problems with
maintaining your grades. You've got to be completely aware
of all side effects, and the dangers of combining two or more
at once in an attempt to get well quick.
We've identified several common over-the-counter drugs
that, when combined, will create dangerous effects. Take the
time to peruse the list, and check off any that apply.
2 items: Little effect.. Do not operate heavy machinery
4 items: Avoid situations where balance may play a factor
6 items: Dangerous effects. Must be supervised at all time to
ensure you don't swallow your tongue
8 items: WARNING! DO NOT MOVE! The effects will pass!
10 items: Fatal. Goodbye

•
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•
•
•
•
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Vicks Vitamin C Throat Drops
Robitussin DM™
Tylenol 3
Sinutab
Contac-C
Fisherman's Friend
Buckely's Mixture
Lemon Tea
Codeine
Morphine

What if my brain fails?

Which drivers will be
Inspected?

Model Ye.ar

Drugi Checklist

N o Ts^mpering
$200
$250
$300
$400

Tampering
$400
$600
$1000
no limit

Additional JFK
Conspiracy
Information!

T

he following has been recently released from the CIA
Archives under the Freedom of Information Act. The
432 takes no responsibility for the accuracy of this or
any other items. Thank you.
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he most important issue coming up for students is
Lloyd Axworthy's report on social security reform in
Canada. University is presently funded by the government. However, in the future, the government wants to stop
funding post secondary education, which would mean
tuition fees rising by 200-300%. Under this system student
loans would automatically be available to all students (you
wouldn't have to prove need as you do now). The idea is
that under this system post-secondary education would be
accessible to all because everyone would get loans, and the
amount of the load you'd have to pay back would be
income-contingent. However, the reality is that education
could become far out of reach of people if they would be facing a huge debt load after graduation.
Furthermore, the tuition for grad school, law, medicine
and many other programs could become astronomical (for
example: it costs approximately $100,000 to train a medical
student - if they had to pay that in tuition it would deter
many people because of the huge debt they would incur).
Additionally, many people feel that the amount of money
the government says it costs to educate us for one year
(which would be the cost of our tuition — about $10 000 for
science) is much higher than it should be because some of
the amount charged to us as tuition subsidizes our professor's labs, their equipment and their pet research projects.
Conversely, many people feel this is a good move and that
students, not taxpayers, should pay the full cost of their education. Income-contingent loan repayments are also supported by many people who feel those who make more money
after graduation should pay back a greater percentage of
their loan than those making very little.
Basically, the jury is still out on what stand the AMS will
take. We're still waiting for the technical papers which will
describe what the tuition increases will be, as well as at what
income loan payback will begin and how long you have to
pay back your loan. Until we know these things, it's hard to
say if Lloyd Axworthy's recommendations will indeed make
university more accessible to all types of students.
And now on the brighter side, the AMS donated $225,000
to St. Andrews for the construction of a new day care on
campus that will be available only to children of AMS members. Seeing as anyone enrolled in for any credits is an AMS
member, this eliminates the problem with other UBC daycares where the majority of the children are from the Point
Grey area, not the children of students.

Expense Comparison
as a Percentage of Total Expenses

Lynn van Rhijn
Money and stuff.

H

ere it is, the moment
you've all been waiting for, the unveiling of the official SUS
Expenses Pie Chart! In this
special of the week, the
main ingredients are a
whopping chunk of social
funds; a handful of special
projects and Xerox lease
payments; a pinch of academic entertainment, pop,
election and first year committe expenses; and a dash
of computing and travel.
Last but not least, the obligatory special ingredient of
miscellaneous expenses.
Mix well, cook at 432°F for 8
months, let cool. Serve with
liberal dose of revenue to
the tune of $44949.44 and
enjoy. This snack can also
be enjoyed with a Pulitzer
prize winning newspaper (at
an average low cost of
$464.24 per issue) or while

Take the "Axf" from Axworthy

Open Forum
Tues Nov 15 1230-1:30
SUB 214
More info? Call Leah @ AMS Woriring Group Opposing Education Cuts: 822-2050
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SOCIAL EXP
%46.55
COPIER EXPENSE
14.98
SPECIAL PROJECT
12.23
ACADEMIC ENT
5.24
POP EXPENSE
5.08
FIRST YEAR EXP
3.60
OFFICE SUPPLIES
3.16
ELECTIONS EXP
2.59
MISC EXPENSES
2.42
COMPUTING
2.06
Other
2.07
Total
$11,111.11

watching your favorite subsidized SUS sports team
(these teams, of course have
no salary cap, just a 50%
rebate costing owners a
measly $10000.00/year). If
it seems your pie is missing
any ingredients, keep in

mind that as the year progresses, tastes may change
with trends and other items
can be added as required.
Science Week always goes
well in January and grants
are popular in the cold winter months. Bon Appetit!

Bella Carvalho
The World of Sports..

T

his week in the world of sports: Science is still top unit!
Hoorah! If you would like to sign up for Term Two
sports, now's the time to get your teams together.
Registration opens 14 November for all league and January
events. If you would like to join a sport, but don't have an
entire team, leave your name and vital info in SUS.
Registration closes 6 January, but since that's the 1st day
of school, you'd probably like to register sooner.
Drop-in activities (ie. noon runs, v-ball, b-ball) end on the
week of the 21st, so get out and participate now!
On another note, the SUS Bandicoots won their first game
last Sunday!! (Thanks to Shawn's "wicked" 90km/hr spikes,
and despite Mark's fouls). Yay for the Bandicoots!
Rebate applications are due by the 22nd of November.
Please include a copy of the team roster, a copy of the receipt
and an application form (available in SUS).
No late submissions will be accepted, so please have them
in as early as possible.

Jesse Burnett
Navel-gazing champion of the world.

F

irst Year Committee is a smashing success with nine
first years happily making their way to a meeting each
week. Their first event is coming up on November 23.
That's right, all you first years can come to SUS at 5:00pm
that evening and buy cheap pizza and at 5:30 there is a free
movie. I've gotsomething else for the rest of you. If you have
a prof that is absolutely fabulous or you think they deserve
recognition for their ability to teach you, grab the form on
the back page of this paper and carefully follow the instructions. If the rest of your class agrees with you your teacher
will receive the SUS Teachers Excellence award.

SPORTS
REB A f E
Forms available in
CHEM 160. Open only
to Science teams.
Need copy of receipt
and roster to be eligible
for refund of

50%
DEADLINE

NOV 22
Internet Access
now available at the
SUS Office (CHEM 160)
/&

/
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High CO2 concentrations in WESB 700
claim another victim.

Driving
Me Crazy.
jay Garcia
Columnist

F

or those of you living
on campus, consider
yourselves lucky. In
fact, those of you who live
in res who are reading this
article should stop what
they are doing immediately,
and go on to do something
else, like, say, knitting
macrame hammocks for the
poor, or else go and donate
your liver.
This article is for the
remainder of us who bus to
UBC. I'm purposefully
ignoring those who drive to
school, ostensibly because
they don't have much to do
with the article below, but
really because I'm pissed
that they get to drive here
and I'm stuck on the bus,
day in, day out, for as long
as school's in.
Now, I'm pretty sure mat
BC Transit is a wonderful
institution. It serves to help
cut down on the amount of
pollution given off by cars,
decrease sulfur dioxide concentrations in the atmosphere, and blah blah blah
blah blah blah. You've
heard it all before. What I
don't like about BC Transit
are the weirdoes who ride
the bus (ow... hey! quit
whacking me! whaddya
mean I'm one of the weirdoes who rides the bus? I'm
perfectly sane! hey, leggo!
get that straightjacket outta
here!)
Ahem. Where was I? Oh,
yeah, the weirdoes who ride
the bus. I mean, their presence is adding insult to
injury. Because of them, not
only do I have to face an
hour long ride home to and
from school every day
packed in tight with a horde
of bundled-up sweaty people in a cramped, overheated bus, but I've got to put
up with the manifested personal dementia of various
passengers.
Take this example. About
a week ago, I was boarding
the 41st UBC from Fraser,
and, as I winded my way
through that sardine-like
environment where there
were more people standing
than sitting, I found two
whole empty seats in the
very back above the wheel
wells. Next to this completely normal looking guy. So,
tired and footsore as I am, I
gratefully sit down. Then I
notice that the guy next to
me is shaking his head violently and muttering "we'll
find it Jimmy, won't we,
and then we'll have some
fun, yes, Jimmy, yes", after
which he'd bob his head up
and down and giggle. Gee.

No wonder no one was
sitting next to him. I should
have been suspicious the
minute I saw empty seats on
a crowded bus.
And another time, on the
14 Hastings, these two people, a man and woman,
board the bus at Granville
and Broadway. The woman
first sits down somewhere
towards the middle of the
bus. Then the man makes a
point of sitting as far away
from her as possible. She
then moves to sit next to
him. He moves to another
seat. This happens about
three or four times, with the
woman getting more and
more frantic each time. She
starts muttering something
to him, too low for me to
hear, but from the expression on his face, he's not
very amused. Finally, after
about the fourth round of
musical chairs, she burst out
"The twins, man, what
about the twins!" and starts
repeating this over and over.
The man calmly pulls the
stop cord and politely asks
the driver if he could be let
out as soon as possible.
Naturally, the driver, who,
along with everybody else
on the bus, has been a witness to this spectacle, obliges, and the man is let off at
the next stop.
With the woman close
behind him.
Then, about two days ago,
there was the guy in the
lumberjack's outfit standing
next to me in the middle of
a cramped bus. He was pretty normal, up until he started screaming at the top of
his lungs "This bus is too
damned quiet! Nobody talks
to anybody else on the bus
anymore! Come on, people!
Let's hear some conversation!".
Of course, there's a lot of
strange people who just
hang around the bus stop,
and never actually ride mass
transit.

Case in point: the guy
who wanders about, frantically shuffling a deck of
cards. Or the fellow who
comes out of the woodwork
every month to bay at the
moon. You see all types of
personalities at your local
bus stop.
What's the point to all
this? Simple. I'd rather be
living in res, so I don't have
to ride our wonderful bus
system every day. Or driving
my own car...
Yeah. Driving. That's definitely the: ticket for me. At
least then I'd get to do some
terrorizing of my own.

On or Off?
Carlee Price

Presenting t h e
MicRoeioLo^Y

' pC 4o cfo /*M \JJXIC

Binary chaknged

W r ^ of <w( ^ * ^

\o».r\k/rWxC4.0?r

wve <=\ bad< Or- r M
5 d a ^ f , As\d T lw\ 1^

-J-»V\M c o m p u t e ' ^ ° ^

/^/-vni/a^ll o,^iWi: rAe

(

WMLHM/JA £rVr ceyatx.

fnoJ& OC^ML i^ij'+r

$100

M)^(^tc^ch

Cjiue^ IT / 4?ft<jJs/-

prize I
\\CWLC^CJ^&

1 fff- le eUc4r^c t»A- ( s
Mrft/ici eurVH'f^,AQ

Please attend
t h e info
meeting on

^ o n j O s t CQ^> '4 rr2tfSSn
K^G^U

or <^ ' o r l

Thursday,
November 1 7
12:30-1:30
WESB 1 0 0

i / w . (0 /ir>C&*C?^ ^ '

MJUJT

Pfl<SS<yh«. ^

^^,V^feoT^fW

resets'o6>T\lH>p

^fka ^

/

^ ^

L,lc^(c(^ cursored

(or call Christian

221-0856)

V?e, rvuy^A^o^,c\/7?^Jv
cti^Q 5(0- OGCutfdjA

A

"(Oj^j CyrCA^VQdlci'Si.m

fa i^o^e {& Se^cch

Editor's Note: Are then any
computer scientists ovtt then?
I'm kinda curious, too.

FREE
TUTORING
IN SUB

itfCTROMC
Find The 432
on Internet!
Currently at:

AMS Tutoring Services is offering free drop-in tutoring in 1st. year subjects:
• Math
• Physics
• Chemistry
• English (composition)
• Biology
• French
• Economics
SUB Room 205

http://www.wi.msey.
com/~graemek/SUS.
432.hp.html

Mpn 6 to 10pm
Thu 10am to 12pm
Tues 10am to 12pm Sat 1pm to 5pm
Wed 3pm to 5pm
For more information call 822-8724 or drop by the
AMS Tutoring Office in SUB 249D.

i

AtMA MATER SOCIETY

AMS Tutoring is an education project of the Alma

UBC STUDENT- GOVERNMSNT

Mater Society and is partially funded by the Teaching and Learning Enhancement Fund of UBC.
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ast year, in my Theory
of Knowledge class, we
discussed scientific
theories at length. Basically,
a theory is just an educated
guess (sometimes not even
that) at something.
Although it uses inductive
reasoning, a "good" theory
is not supposed to have any
exceptions. Let me give you
an example.
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SUS AND Bi
MOSTiyAUM,
SCIENCE
U B C

FOR MORS

WfO,OROPev
AA/O mix TO
RVAM.

Let's suppose some
German tourists out crossing the Gobi loses their
thermometer. The thermometer lies there in the
sand for a couple of years.
Some time later, a space
craft descends and three
Martian explorers find the
thermometer. The
Martians, obviously being
great scientists (since they
were able to build that
spacecraft in the first place),
observe the thermometer for
several days and notice that
there is something red in
the tube, and the level of
that red "thing" rises and
falls. One of them suggests
that since the level goes up
in the day and down at
night, the object they found
must be some kind of time
keeping device.

The second Martian disagrees. What about the
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days when the level doesn't
go up? The second Martian
observes that on the days
that the red level does not
go up, the weather is cooler
than the days that the level
does go up. So, the second
Martian concludes that the
object is used to measure
the temperature.
After several days, the
level ceases to move at all,
no matter what time of day
it is or how hot the weather
is. The third Martian comes
up with a theory of his own:
there are little red spirits
trapped inside the object.
When they are feeling frisky
or angry, they run amuck in
the tube and cause the level
to go up. When they are
sad, or sleeping, they don't
move, so the level goes
down. Since the Martians
have been bending and
folding the object continuously in the past several
days, all the spirits might be
dead. According to what
scientists term a "good theory", the third Martian's is
the best, since it explains all
the various behaviours of
the object, and any activities can be due to the spirits'
natures.
Remember Einstein's lifelong dream? To discover
the Theory of Everything? I
would have thought that
would be quite obvious by
now.

e.

There must be some cosmic Thing up there in the
heavens (call him God, call
him 2'eus, call him sadistic,
whatever) that plays with us
just like we would play with
toys. Remember those toy
soldiers you used to get at
Christmas even if you were
bad? Remember how you
wound them up and set
them on the floor and
watched with delight as
they walked around with
jerky steps, knocking down
anything in their way?
Remember those smug grins
painted on as if they owned
the world, them running
around without realizing
that they were only play
things for your amusement?
That's us, running around
the world as if we owned it,
thinking that we're so great,
with our shiny swords and
our bright uniforms, never
realizing that we, in turn,
are controlled by some great
Being who only looks at us
as toys.
The Theory of Everything
explains everything, from
sound to light, from organic
chemistry to calculus.
"Does the defendant
plead guilty to the total decimation of New York City?"
"The defendant pleads
not guilty on the basis of
being controlled by some
cosmic superpower..."
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Special General Meeting
Bylaw Changes - Fri, Nov. 18

Questions
&Answers
I Why are the bylaws being changed?
The present bylaws, some of which are as
old as the university, were last reviewed
and modified 14 years ago. The bylaws
have not kept pace with the growing service needs of today's students; instead,
they constrain student government by
complicating the decision-making process
and reducing the cost effectiveness of its
operations.
The proposed bylaw changes reflect the
new realities of student government in the
1990s and represent the AMS Executive's
delivery on a campaign promise to make
student government more responsive to
student needs.
2 How did the AMS arrive at the
changes?
The AMS extensively consulted U.B.C. students who were provided the opportunity
to submit written submissions or personally meet AMS representatives to express
their needs and concerns.
3 What is CORP?

CORP is the Committee for Organizational Review and Planning. As a
Special Committee of the Alma Mater
Society, it has spent almost a year evaluating the Society's organizational structure and developing recommendations
that will improve the delivery of services
to AMS members.
Copies of GORP's Report, the proposed
bylaw changes and background information are all availablefromthe AMS, located
in SUB Room 238.
Most of the changes recommended
by CORP have already been approved
and enacted by the Student Council. The
Bylaws are a small but important part
that needs to be approved at a Special
General Meeting.
4 What specifically, are the changes to
the names and responsibilities of
Executive members?
The Executive has been streamlined and
restructured to ensure the AMS will be able

to respond quicker to student needs in a
more cost effective manner.
It will now consist of a President and
four Vice Presidents, in the areas of
Finance, Administration, University &
Services and External. This new structure is
less bureaucratic and more dynamic and
will enable the AMS to dedicate more time
to lobby and advocate on students' behalf
at the University Administration and
Federal and Provincial government levels.
There will now be two Executives responsible for lobbying instead of one.
5 Why is the Student Union Repair &
Replacement Fund (SURRF) being
reduced from 30% to 10% and what is
the AMS going to do with the money
that will be made available through
this reduction?
The SURRF has outlived its purpose. It was
originally intended to serve as a contingent
insurance fund, by requiring the AMS to
hold 30% of its assets in cash, until the AMS
had full insurance in place. Now that the
AMS has full insurance coverage, the
SURRF levy can be reduced. Students benefit because the capital that is freed up can
be allocated to services that students and
campus organizations have identified they
would like to see expanded and improved
such as JobLink and Speakeasy.
6 What is the role of the Ombudsperson?
The Ombudsperson is responsible for
addressing grievances against groups or
individuals working under the auspices of
the Alma Mater Society. If you feel that an
unreasonable decision has been made or
an unfair action has been taken in your
dealings with the AMS, the Ombudsperson
is available to listen to your concerns.
7 Will the changes make the AMS
Executive Council more powerful but
less accountable?
No. The changes will decentralize power
at the AMS, and put decision-making
back into the hands of students. Council,
made up of 43 elected students from all

faculties and schools, has reduced the
number of its committees from 14 to 4 to
make it easier for students to understand the AMS and be involved.
Each committee will be supported by
commissions that will be comprised of students like yourself, and will help to establish policy and the direction the AMS will
take. The changes create 22 new positions
within the Society responsible for range of
services, from a student commissioner
responsible for transit issues to a fundraising commissioner working for the AMS'
approximately 200 clubs.
8 Why is SAC being dissolved and
restructured?
The Student Administrative Commission
(SAC) has been dissolved and replaced
with a more flexible and accountable
Administration Commission. Under the
supervision of Student Council, this new
body will be more responsive to and better
able to address the needs of clubs.
The Meeting
9 What is the Special General Meeting?
According to the Society's bylaws, a Special
General Meeting with 10% of the Society's
members in attendance must be held in
order to amend or change the bylaws.
We expect more than 3,000 students to
attend the Special General Meeting, which
will he held on Friday November 18 at 5:00
p.m. at the War Memorial Gym.
10 Why is Spirit of the West performing at
the meeting?
The focus of the November 18 event is to
conduct the Special General Meeting and
gain approval for bylaw changes that have
been formulated after extensive consultation with students. Special General
Meetings are a unique opportunity for students to assemble and vote on issues that
affect them directly.
The performance by Spirit of the West
highlights this special occasion and allows
students to show their support for the AMS

and the bylaw changes that will improve the effectiveness and accountability of their student government

Background
What the Bylaw Changes Mean For You
11 How will the changes effect me?
The bylaw changes reduce administrative layers and
improve the efficiency, accountability and cost-efl'ectiveness of the AMS; at the same time, the changes will
allow for increased student participation in the decision-making process of their student government. Hie
Commissions will be comprised of students like yourself, and will help to establish policy and the direction
the AMS will take.
The changes will also dramatically improve the AMS'
ability to represent you at the University Aclministralive
and Federal and Provincial government levels.
12 Will this cost me any money?
No. Student will not incur any additional costs or fees if
the bylaw changes are approved. In fact, the changes
will save students money by reducing aciministrative
layers and improving the AMS' cost effectiveness in
delivering student services.
13 Are the expenses of the AMS going to increase ais
a result of the changes?
There are certain costs associated with implementing
the changes to the bylaws; however, this will not result in
any new costs to students, nor will student services fees
be increased.
14 What if the bylaw changes do not pass
The AMS will continue to operate as in the past.
However, our extensive student consultation and the
CORP report both demonstrate conclusively that the
AMS, under the present structure, will not be able to
meet the future needs of students.
15 When will the changes be implemented?
The changes will be implemented over the course of trie
next year; however, you will receive almost immediate
benefits in the form of better and more cost-effective
delivery of services.
16 Is Student Court being dissolved?
Yes, Student Court was originally a University body that
imposed discipline on students. It is now a body designed
for the AMS to discipline students and student groups.
Disriplining students is not a proper role for the
AMS, and so it is being dissolved. In fact, Student Court
has no legal power or authority to discipline students.

The Alma Mater Society is the central student government at the University of
British Columbia. It provides a wide range of student services, represents students and offers opportunity for student development.
The Society's operations are governed by its bylaws. However, the present bylaws,
some of which are as old at the University itself, are archaic and in need of
reform. They constrain student government by complicating the decision making process and reducing the effectiveness of its operations.

C O R P Process
The current AMS Executive was elected on a pro-reform platform and fulfilled its
election promise by setting in motion a comprehensive and consultative review
and renewal process. It struck the Committee for Organizational Review and
Planning (CORP), a Special Committee of the AMS, to examine the Society's
organizational structure and to recommend changes to that structure that would
improve its responsiveness to and support of its members.
Over a period of nine months, the AMS consulted extensively with UBC students
to determine its members' needs. This process concluded that the existing AMS
bylaws must be modified if the AMS is to meet the new realities of student government in the 90's and beyond.
T h e Bylaw C h a n g e s
The bylaw changes reduce administrative layers and improve the efficiency and
accountability of the AMS; at the same time, they allow students new opportunities to become involved with the AMS and the decision making process of their
student government. The changes make provisions for:
• Council to reduce the number of its committees from 14 to 4 to make
it easier for students to understand trie AMS and be involved;
• The creation of 22 new Student Commissioner positions within the
Society responsible for a range of services. These Commissioners will
assist the 4 Executives;
• a more flexible and accountable Students Administration
Commission that will be more responsive and better able to address
the needs of clubs;
• more focused lobbying and advocacy on students' behEilf at the university administration, provincial and federal government levels.

For M o r e I n f o r m a t i o n
Copies of CORP's report, the proposed bylaw changes and additional background information are available at the J^MS offices. Information will also be
posted in SUB bulletin boards, in The Point, The 432 and the Campus Times, and
on UBC's electronic discussion groups.

Getting Involved
17 Where can I get more information?
Drop by the AMS offices and speak to a member of the
Executive, read The Point, The 432 and the Campus
Times and bulletin boards throughout SUB, pick up an
information flyer or call the AMS at 822-3972.
18 Who is eligible to vote?
All students with a valid AMS student ID are eligible to
attend and vote at the meeting.

The

Meeting

According to the Society's bylaws, a Special General Meeting must be held in
order to amend or change the bylaws. Iliis meeting will be held on Friday
November 18,1994 at 5:00 p.m. in the War Memorial Gym on campus. All UBC
students with a valid AMS student ID are eligible to attend and vote at the meeting. This meeting is a unique opportunity for students to assemble and vote on
issues affect them direcdy. After the meeting, Spirit of the West and the Rose
Chronicles will perform afreeconcert.

That's Not Funny, That's Sick!
WATTS

A

rrgh. I hab a code,
(snffphth) 'Zcuse be. I
hate codes. Dere's noding bore inconbedient dan
drying do sdudy wid a dose
dat feels like id deeds aboud
four poudds ob Liguid-Plubr
forzed ub idside it.
All right, enough of that
silly illegible babble... true,
I've got a bit of a cold, but I
don't let it get me down. In
fact, having a sniffle provides
an excellent excuse- opportunity to catch up on a few of
life's simpler pleasures... like
eggs! Nature's comfort foo arrgh! Turn it off! TURN IT
OFF!!!! I'LL TELL YA WHAT I
TAKE COMFORT IN! I TAKE
COMFORT IN BURYING A
LARGE AXE SQUARE
BETWEEN THE EYES OF THE
WHEY-FACED PANTYWAISTED AD EXEC THAT
CAME UP WITH THAT ASININE CAMPAIGN!! AAAIIIEEEE...
Sorry. I hate those ads.
As I was saying... being
sick is a great time to enjoy
all of those fun little things
that you haven't done since,
oh ,the last time you were
sick and didn't have an

impending midterm to keep
you busy (i.e. sometime
before Grade 8). There's plenty of them, and it's amazing
how engaging even the simplest thing can become when
you're lying in bed all day
with nothing to do and your
existence is not blessed with
the ownership of a Sega.
(Granted, when I was little,
we had an Atari VCS, but it
wouldn't do me much good
now. After playing Doom 2
on a Pentium for as long as I
have, I'm a bit spoiled.
Besides, I have a feeling I'd
get better graphics capability
by taking my old Space
Invaders cartridge and plugging it into something more
powerful than a VCS. The
average modern toaster is a
suitable example.)
So, without the luxury of
interactive video, one usually
settles for plain old one-way
video. TV, as you all know, is
a great way to kill time on a
grand scale, especially if you
have cable. One of my personal favorite bits of goodmorning cheer on the idiot
box was The Price Is Right.
There's something rather
grandiose, and yet even a little sick, about the concept of
a 60-minute game show,
dontcha think? It almost
compels you to watch, just to
see if some Marine from
Oklahoma shows up and
blows his chance at the
Corvette because he was sure
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the box of Rice-a-Roni was
worth at least eighteen bucks.
Of course, if more erudite
(if not more colorful) programming is what you're
after... well, you're kinda out
of luck. The balance of the
daytime TV schedule is comprised primarily of:
a) various stuffy, low-budget and otherwise dull game
shows,
b) various stuffy, low-budget and otherwise dull soap
operas, and
c) Oprah the Hutt and
friends.
So let's say, after reviewing
this somewhat vacuous bill
of fare, you dispense with the
boob tube altogether. In children born after 1958, extended TV deprivation during
sickness has been known to
induce coma in some cases.
However, we haven't yet
mentioned one of my
favorite sick-bay pastimes,
which tends to take the edge
right off things and make
you forget all about the TV.
That's right. We're talkin'
about none other than good
old-fashioned board games.
(Incidentally... my apologies to friends who thought I
was about to say 'food', and
to Leah, who thought I was
about to say 'Leah' although she may also have
accepted 'food'. These topics
will be saved for the
Ravenous Gluttons' Day and

Valentine's Day issues,
respectively.)
The only problem with
board games is that they're
exceedingly difficult to play
by yourself. I mean, sure, you
can do it, but winning is usually not the same lofty goal
that it is when accomplished
against another person.
(Mind you, I have managed
to checkmate myself before
at chess, but the joy of victory tends to get somewhat
overshadowed by the blow to
the self-esteem of not having
seen your own coup de grace
coming.) This just means
that you need someone at
hand who has absolutely
nothing to do besides sit
around, keep you company

and periodically pour chicken soup down your throat. In
my case, if this person happens to be Leah, my incredible winning streak at Trivial
Pursuit and incessant clamoring for more soup are often
quickly dispensed of in favor
of... well, whatever. It suffices to say that the road to
recovery certainly seems
quicker.
So being sick isn't all that
bad. If nothing else, it provides one with the invaluable
opportunity to sleep in late
into the morning. Which is
nice, because after staying up
until 4:45 AM writing this
thing, sleeping in is just what
the Assistant Editor ordered.
Evening, all...

Asst. Editor's Note: Normally, Blair would write a few witty
and intospective words about the author here. We decided it was
time to change that. And now, without further ado, the world's
first 1000-word editor's note:

Kinda says it all for Blair, doesn't it?
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