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^ ^ Railway Construction Into Similkameen Assured. 

IMILKAMBN 
"Pos t Nubila Phoebus. >» 

Similkameen Contains Large Area of Virgin Mineral Ground—Country Abounds with Fish and Game. 
Coal is Mined in the Town of Princeton and Sold at $3 per Ton—The Rivers and Creeks are Auriferous—Vast Possibilities for Lode Mining. 
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RAILWAY NOTES 
Competing Lines Extending 

Into the Territory of 
Their Rivals. 

Princeton in the Fast, Present and 
Future—Subsidy $300 Yearly 

for Doctor. 

Although there is no positive informa
tion that the Great Northern will build 
into the Similkameen this year all indi
cations point to an early beginning. The 
explorations now going on in the south
eastern portion of the Similkameen by a 
corps of engineers together with the 
avowal of President Hil l 's representative 
in this province that construction would 
be vigorously prosecuted as a sequel to 
an extension of the V.V. & E. charter 
reasonably fortify the belief that work 
cannot longer be delayed. There are 
extraneous coincidences which also give 
strong coloring to that belief. I t is evi
dent that three great competitive railway 
systems are desirous of securing the im
mense tonnage which must result from 
the development of the vast mineral 
fields of Washington and British Colum
bia. The C.P.R. is reaching out to Spo
kane, the Burlington or Harriman sys
tem is already at Seattle and (he Great 
Northern will, within a month, be able 
to cross the Fraser on the new bridge and 
land passengers and freight at the very 
door of the Canadian Pacific in Vancou
ver. Officials of the Canadian road openly 
assert that their company will race the 
Great Northern into the Similkameen. 

A party of Great Northern engineers 
are at Molson and are running the line 
over the divide between Kettle river and 
the Okanagon. 

Chas. Richter has secured the Osoyoos 
hotel at Osoyoos lake in anticipation of a 
big trade during railway construction. 

All railway contracts on the G.N.R. in 
the Boundary are expected to be com 
plete in September. 

Past, Present and Future. 
Princeton is no exception to other fron

tier towns in that it has few of the acces
sories and none of the professions which 
usually make up the aggregate of a city's 
business and population. No one, who 
has not lived on the confines of civiliza
tion, can realize the hardships and priva
tions encountered in a town "150 miles 
from nowhere," without rail or wire com
munication. Social discrepancies, vil
lage tattle and hope of prosperity oft de
ferred combine to mar the pleasure of 
what ought to be a happy family of 
neighbors and fellow citizens. True, 
"smaller the rat-pit fiercer the fight," 
but western towns grow arid prosper, then 
all discordances are swallowed up in the 

vortex of forgetfulness. Princeton is the 
cleanest little town in the west—without 
a crime to its record. Its people go in 
and out without lock or key and there is 
none to fear. The future is rosy with 
promise. They who have sown and spun 
will reap the warp and woof of ample 
reward and a goodly heritage. To those 
on the outside who desire to benefit their 
monetary condition the invitation is— 
come ! There is neither lawyer, minister, 
banker, dentist nor doctor in Princeton. 
In the case of the latter the government 
gives a subsidy of $300 yearly. There is 
thus presented a fine opportunity for all 
who come early and get established in 
advance of the railroad. Experts pro
nounce this the greatest copper-gold dis
trict in the world. 

A Live Institution. 
The next regular meeting of the board 

of trade will be held Thursday evening 
at 8 o'clock. There is important busi
ness to be transacted, as well as the 
consideration of the necessity for an un 
assisted government school; appropria 
tions for roads, river conservancy ancV 
trai ls; regulation of wild cattle annoy
ance within town precincts; discussion 
of ways and means for water and electric 
light supplies, and resolution urging the 
Dominion and Provincial governments 
to establish a school of mines at Prince
ton. The reported visit of President Hill 
of the Great Northern to the Similka
meen will afford an opportunity for the 
board to invite him to be a guest and pos
sibly receive his address on "reciprocity." 
A full attendance is requested for next 
meeting when all arrearages in respect of 
dues are cordially invited to be provided 
for and new members initiated. 

Gold-Dredging Lease. 
C. F . Law arrived from Otter Flat last 

Sunday, going on to Five-Mile the fol
lowing day where he has recently pur
chased that fine ranch, known as Holmes' 
flat. Its soil is fertile, the situation( 
makes it eligible for various purposes, 
and it is considered a very profitable 
investment. Mr. Law has applied for a 
five-mile gold-dredging lease on the Tuia
meen river which he considers one of the 
finest dredging propositions in the pro
vince. I t is almost certain that gold-
dredging is destined to be one of the 
leading industries of the Similkameen 
and those who avail themselves of pres
ent opportunities will, doubtless, receive 
their money back with manifold increase. 
Mr. Law will accompany Messrs. Arm
strong and Kiddie on a tour of inspection 
through the Similkameen next week. 
The former is a famed railway and bridge 
contractor and the latter is the successful 
manager of the Ladysmith smelter on 
Vancouver island. 

Frank Webb, brother of H. C. Webb, 
arrived in town frpm Vancouver on 
Thursday. 

LOCAL BRIEFS 
Items of Local and General 

Interest Condensed for 
Busy Readers. 

Prospectors Make Annual Assessments 
on Their Properties With 

Good Results. 

The man in the moon has his eye on 
the Walla-Walla. 

The J. M. MacGregor Publishing Co. 
of Vancouver sent a lot of circulars to 
this office showing the great variety of 
good and useful literature which they 
serve the public with. Anyone desiring 
ah agency for their books or wishing 
to purchase should write to the above 
address. 

Jack McFarlane and Bob Cramer are 
at work on the porphyry dyke at Boulder 
creek. 

"Smoky" Chisholm is slowly recover
ing at Kamloops hospital from the bullet 
wound in his leg received in a shooting 
affray last April. 

C. Willerson and P. Johnson leave in a 
few days for Nicola and Aspen Grove 
where they have a large amount of assess
ment work to do. For the past few 
weeks they have been working on Copper 
and Kennedy mountains complying with 
the law and improving their mineral pro
perties. 

Ernest Waterman received the sad in
telligence last week of the death of his 

)stepfather, Col. Hutton, of Tapton Croft, 
Sheffield, England. Col. Hutton had 

j been seriously ill for some time previous 
and his death was not unexpected. 

Lawn tennis has won some new devo 
tees recently and practise is the order of 
the club. 

J. L. McDaniel, W. W. Blevins, Thos. 
Hall and Jack McLean came in from 
Slate creek, Wash., on Saturday last by 

'way of the Pasayton river.. They were 
a week covering the distance, about 60 
miles, which was due to the bad condi
tion of travel. 

H. W. Harding, for over a year in E. 
Voigt's mining camp, Copper mountain, 
has gone to Comox, B.C., leaving therein 
the fall for England. 
J C. G. Hilder, of Port Haney, Fraser 
river, came in on his bike from Spence's 
Bridge last Sunday. He is aglow with 
the scenic beauty of the country and 
lured a lot of trout from the lakes and 
streams en passant. Mr. Hilder is en
quiring for fruit and agricultural land 
and is likely to become a permanent resi
dent. 

Born—On the 29th inst., the wife of J. 
E. Coulter, of a son. 

The revenue for the Similkameen min
ing division is in excess of any previous 
year for the month of June. 

Fred Wampole and Ben Baker have 
returned from doing assessment work on 
the Savoy, Golden Cross and Comstock 
mineral claims. They have a good show
ing of gold-bearing quartz with assays 
from $14 up to $50. Their locations are 
at the head ot Nine-Mile and on the 
slope of Granite creek, about 10 miles 
from town. 

R. Norman and E. F. Brown are recent 
arrivals at Otter Flat. 

W. C. Lyall was elected school trustee 
last Saturday. 

Joe Fitzharris was in town this week 
and reports development of his mineral 
property on Elliott creek has shown up 
an increasing body of ore as progress is 
made. He will have specimens at the 
Spokane exhibition. 

Sale of Lots at Hedley. 
The sale of government lots at Hedley 

on Monday last was conducted by C. A. 
R. Lambly of Fairview in the presence 
of a large number of buyers. The re
ceipts amounted to $6,000, which in view 
of so many other attractions for capital 
in the district, is a good indication of the 
stability and future outlook of Hedley. 
No one doubts that the real estate bought 
on Monday will double and treble in 
value within a year. Present conditions 
warrant that prediction and the smelter 
or railway will abundantly fulfil it. As 
high as #435 were paid for a corner lot, 
inside lots, running from $40 upwards. 
The sale was conducted in a fair and 
businesslike manner, and the results can
not be other than satisfactory to the gov
ernment which has so much need of a. 
windfall at present. 

Many Inquiries About Princeton. 
• James Hill left Vancouver last Satur
day and arrived in Princeton Monday 
night, coming from Spence's Bridge on 
his bike. He delivered a newspaper at 
Nicola the second day after publication, 
arriving here three days out, feats un
known in these districts where the iron 
horse has not, as yet, m a l e a footprint. 
Great preparations were in progress in 
Vancouver for the celebration of Domin
ion Day. Mr. Hill states that he had 
many inquiries-regarding Princeton, and 
that a more lively interest was manifest 
since railway news was so encouraging. 
He rode a new Massey-Harris bike which 
gave good satisfaction on the mountain
ous roads. He goes out by way of the 
Okanagon. 

I t is intended to revive the Sunday, 
school for some time dormant, to which 
the attention of parents and others is di
rected and their support invited. School 
organization tomorrow at 3 o'clock. Mrs. 
Lyall has kindly consented to furnish-
music. 

Billy Small, the stage driver injured in 
a runaway accident last fall is stall an 
invalid and many of his friends are anx
ious for his recovery. 


