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A special meeting of the Senate of the University 

of British Columbia was held on Wednesday, November 25, 1964, 

at 8:00 p.m., in the Board and Senate Room, Administration 

Building, for a general discussion of the report and 

recommendations of the Committee on Academic Goals. 

Present: President J. B. Macdonald (in the Chair), 

Chancellor Phyllis G. Ross, Dr. K. F. Argue, Dr. C. S. 

Belshaw, Mr. R. M. Bibbs, Dr. A. E. Birney, Mr. J. F. Brown, 

Mr. W. T. Brown, Mr. F. L. Burnham, Dr. J. D. Chapman, 

Dr. I. McT. Cowan, Dean B. A. Eagles, Mr. H. Elder, 

Dr. J. G. Foulks, Dr. S. M. Friedman, Dean W. H. Gage, 

Dr. W. C. Gibson, Mr. W. Ireland, Dr. J. A. Jacobs, Dr. 

S. M. Jamieson, Dr. F. H. Johnson, Mr. J. S. Keate, 

Dr. H. L. Keenleyside, Dean S. W. Leung, Dean H. McCrae, 

Dean J. F. McCreary, Dr. M. F. McGregor, Dr. K. C Mann, 

Dr. G. W. Marquis, Dr. W. H. Mathews, Dean A. W. Matthews, 

Mr. F. A. Morrison, Dr. D. C. Murdoch, Dean D. M. Myers, 

Dean K. D. Naegele, The Honourable Mr. Justice N. T. Nemetz, 

Rev. C W. Nicholls, Mr. E. P. Nicol, Dr. J. M. Norris, 

Dean V. J. Okulitch, Dr. M. A. Ormsby, Dr. G. J. Parfitt, 

Mr. H. N. Parrott, Dean G. N. Perry, Dr. A. J. Renney, 

Dr. W. Robbins, Dr. B. Savery, The Honourable James Sinclair, 

Dr. J.H.G. Smith, Dr. Ross Stewart, Mr. B. Stuart-Stubbs, 

Mr. E.C.E. Todd, Mr. F. E. Walden, Dr. H. V. Warren, 

Mr. A. A. Webster, Acting-Dean R. W. Wellwood, Mr. P. H. 

White, Dr. S. H. Zbarsky and Mr. G. Selman. 
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Dr. D. H. Copp and Dr. R. F. Scagel were also 

present by invitation as non-Senate members of the Committee. 

Messages of regret for their inability to be 

present were received from Mrs. H. F. Angus, Rev. J. Blewett, 

Dean G. F. Curtis, Dr. J.E.A. Kania, Mrs. H. J. MacKay, 

Dr. R. F. Sharp and the Honourable Mr. Justice D. R. Verchere. 

The President opened the meeting by suggesting that 

it should be limited to general discussion of selected parts 

of the Report, with no resolutions formulated at this time. 

Members of the Committee would summarize the Report, one 

chapter at a time (not in sequence), and would indicate the 

points deserving consideration. At the conclusion of each 

summary, there would be an opportunity for discussion of 

the chapter in question. 

Chapter VIII - Academic Administration 

Dr. Norris stated that a major recommendation of 

the Report was the establishment of a Standing Committee of 

Senate on Academic Affairs, charged with the responsibility 

of advising Senate on the quality and development of the 

University curriculum. The Committee on Academic Goals 

proposed that this body have nine academic members, one of 

whom should act as Secretary and should hold continuing 

membership. Three alternative methods of selection of the 

Committee members were outlined: 

(a) Election of part of the membership by the Joint 
Faculties, since the Faculties would be affected 
by the recommendations of the Committee; 
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(b) Election of the members (either including or 

excluding the Chairman) by Senate from a slate of 
candidates nominated by the Chairman of Senate; 

(c) Direct election of the members by Senate. 

Dean Cowan expressed his concern that the addition 

to the existing framework of such a Committee and, in larger 

Faculties, a Faculty Planning Committee (which was also 

recommended in the Report) might stifle initiative on the 

part of individuals. 

Dr. Norris felt, on the other hand, that the Academic 

Affairs Committee would encourage initiative and expedite 

action, although in itself it would not have executive 

authority. Faculty Planning Committees were already in 

existence in several Faculties. Dr. Belshaw added that 

machinery was needed to evaluate new ideas from the overall 

standpoint of the University; and to determine the extent 

to which academic activities now existing on the campus in 

a rudimentary stage, or not yet represented, should be 

encouraged. 

Mr. White believed the Committee on Academic 

Affairs should be concerned with continuous development of 

policy over a wide academic range. He did not think it 

could fulfil this function with only nine members. Appoint

ment of sub-committees to examine specific issues would 

permit the specialist approach to those issues, but the 

major concern of the Committee should be over-all policy. 

Dean Myers stated that the proposed terms of 

reference were virtually the most important functions of 


