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The Unyielding Democrat 

OSEPH MARTIN, K.C., Member of the House of Commons in 
the Imperial Parliament, does not hide his light under u bushel. 
On the contrary, he has the faculty of shedding a little radiance 

wherever he is. Nor is he greatly troubled when adverse criticisms 
arise concerning his deeds and words. To him it is only a part of 
the business. Party ties do not worry him, nor demure conventionali
ties control. He is not burdened with undue modesty, and does not 
propose to use language devoid of tang or force. In fact, Joseph 
Martin, K.O., M.P., erstwhile Premier of British Columbia, is 
Joseph Martin and nobody else. Just now the astute political 
practitioner is resolved to keep the peerage out of Canada. Titles 
are his abhorrence, and coronets have no attraction. Dukes, earls and 
barons are not on his visiting list, and it is gravely hinted that he 
would rather smoke a corncob pipe with ono of his costermonger con
stituents then whiff the daintiest cigarette in the London drawing 
room of Her Grace the Duchess of St. Pancras. If Joseph had only 
thought of it in time, he might have written Tennyson's poem and 
sang: Kind hearts are more than coronets, and simple faith than 
Norman blood. As ho did not write it he did the next best thing. He 
proposed to debate the anomaly, tlie absurdity and the folly of intro
ducing tho peerage system into the democracy of Canada, and gave 
notice of his intention to nn astonished and decorous British House 
of Commons. Whatever may bo said of a title, bestowed for dis
tinguished service to the state, and wliich should bo bestowed for tho 
honor and use of the actual recipient and which is not hereditary, 
nothing can be said with reason for the bestowal of titles that are 
hereditary, aiid which have no further significance than the acquisi
tion of wealth or real estate. To trace back the ancestry of many a 
noble house in the peerage of Great Britain, *is to write some chapters 
that are discreditable to all concerned. The left-handed scions of 
royalty, or the illegitimate strain of ancient families, fill a large page 
in the escutcheon of many a noble house. Many of the present gener
ation of Lords Temporal have far more to be proud of in their own 
deeds of heroic service, of their unblemished reputation mid of unsel
fish devotion to humanity than of their forefathers from whence they 
sprang. Tins WEEK does, not think that Canada will greatly suffer 
if a shoal of lordlings or belted knights are let loose upon the 
inhabitants of this vast dominion. Unless the titled nobodies have 
something more than a big bank account or vast estates to commend 
them, there will bo few real Canadians that will doff their"hats or 
curtsey low when my Lord Softy smiles, or Lndy Simper peers 
through her lorgnette. Thc spirit of democracy is abroad. The man 
on the street does not merely think he is as good ns anybody else, but 
he knows he is, nnd secretly he believes that he is n little better. The 
maiden of high degree with bluest blood in her veins, or the descend
ant of Saxon, Dane or Norman who mny have crossed the seas to 
Britain at the very dawn of civilization, possesses no particular or 
greater claim to reverence than the latest immigrant that plants his 
foot on .Canadian soil. Aristocracy must be nn aristocracy of worth; 
nobility, thc badge of servieehood to the nation. So Joseph Martin, 
K.C., M.P., has hit tho bull's eye in his proposed resolution about 
nn hereditary peerage. Canada is better far without it. I t may be 
more dignified to salute Mr. Brewster ns His Grace the Duke of 
Clnyoquot, or Mr, Bowser ns the Marquis of Spanish Banks, yet for 
political purposes Brewster and Bowser come far more trippingly to 
the tongue. The minors of the Yukon would prefer still to greet the 
Minister of Mines as plain "Bill Sloan," than to refer to him as 
Viscount Nanaimo. When the present speaker relinquishes office in 
the Legislature Chamber, there is no Provincial House of Lords to 
wliich he can bo relegated. So Baron Woart in the Barony of Van
couver will have to go down to posterity with his own patronymic, 
but we are safe in predicting that each of these distinguished gentle
men, if they but play their parts well, and render genuine service to 
th State, will be cherished in the grateful memories of the people of 
the Province far more than if they angled for doubtful honors, or 
fawned to obtain shadowy and useless titles. For Joseph has not 
yet gone down to Egypt. 

ehurch Exemption 

L IKE the proverbial door-nail, the principle of exempting from 
taxation the sites upon which a church building lins been 
erected is dead. Dead without any very great probability of 

resurrection. During the discussion before the Municipal Com
mittee a proposal was made by a member of the deputation that the 
site of a church should be appraised at its true value as a church 
site. At present the appraiser or assessor of lands within city limits 
fixes the unit value of any lot in a block and supposedly assesses 
all others in the block at the same proportionate value. This may be 
and may not be a true method. One lot upon an important street 
may have a deep ravine crossing it, involving great expense either 
to fill in or to drive piles, so as to erect securely the superstructure, 
as in tho case of the Empress Hotel. The next lot may havo a very 
excellent foundation. The third lot may be too near very cheap and 
unimportant buildings, which would detract from the value of the 
lot adjacent, and a fourth may have a mountain of rock calling for 
expensive blasting operations. Now if it can be proven that in some 
instances the erection of a church building detracts from the worth 
of a lot, or retards its growth in value, is it not reasonable that the 
assessor should value it from that standpoint ? Suppose, for instance, 
that the Government or a private owner of a townsite declared that 
a certain block should be used only for church purposes—as in tho 
case of Church Street in Dawson—would not this actually lessen 
the value for all time for commercial purposes ? It is not, therefore, 
certain that the unit value of all lots in a city square is the same but 
may reasonably vary according to conditions that may havo been 

imposed, or may arise, or may have been natural to the site. THE 
WEEK declares itself upon the side of those who do not favor any 
privileges to churches as such, but also declares that no injustice 
through imperfect methods of valuation should be imposed. 

The Honorable Mr. Justice Eberts 

THE WEEK congratulates Mr. Eberts upon his/elevation to 
the Bench, as-it is also one of the highest position in the. gift 
of the Government, a seat in the Appellate Court. No one 

can possibly doubt the great ability of the latest appointee. His large 
and extensive practice at the Bar, his experience as an Attorney-
General of the Province, his critical observation of the legislation 
passed whilst Speaker of the Legislative Assembly, gives him peculiar 
fitness for the high and honorable position he has now attained unto. 
It is not usual to appoint a lawyer of Mr, Eberts' age to a judgeship, 
but as tho period of human life is extending, and the new judge is 
certainly in the prime of his intellectual powers, there is every reason 
to believe that he will be able to give mnny useful years of service 
in the new position he has been selected to fill. Rumor had associated 
the name of Mr. G. H. Barnard with the coveted plum, but it was 
"not to be. In the yenr 180G, Mr, Eberts hnd n similnr gift in his 
pocket, but ho took a trip to England at the time of the general 
election and then, soinething happened. History repeats itself, 
nnd perhnps twenty years hence Mr. Barnard may be consoled with 
the judge's ermine. Meanwhile he will hnve an opportunity to acquire 
more law as he is sure of added experience. Mr. Barnard had better 
camp in Canada" when an election is likely to take place. Con
gratulations, Mr. Justice Eberts; stop up. 

The Sheriff 

THIS is not an attack upon the sheriff of Victorin or of any . 
other city or place. Nor is it a stricture upon the office of a 
sheriff, which office is essential to the proper administration 

of justice. Nor is it an exhibition of jealousy because the per
quisites or fees of the office seem like the riches of a Rockefeller com
pared with the humble pittance of an editor of a weekly journal. 
I t is, however, a demand that tho office of a sheriff shall be based 
upon an annual salary, secured by vote through the Legislative 
Assembly, and not be dependent upon the fees incidental to the 
office. Stories are rife as to the amount of the charges made for 
various services, of the hnrdships suffered by the unfortunate debtors, 
of the exactions made front impecunious persons or from insolvent 
estates. Probably every charge or fee imposed can be justified by 
law or regulation. The lynx-eyed legal authorities that watch thc 
interests of clients in this Province nre not likely to permit unwar
ranted fees to be exacted, or improper charges to be made. The 
principle of payment by fees is hopelessly wrong and out of harmony 
with modern ideas. The sheriff's position is an important one and 
should be liberally paid. It is revolting, however, to public senti
ment to know that the sheriff is enriched by tho execution of a 
criminal, that a citizen's pecuniary difficulties furnish a profitable 
hunting ground, and that the legal entanglements woven by legisla
tive weavers bring additional grist to tlie sheriff's mill. THE WEEK 
suggests that the Attorney-General make specific enquiries into the 
fees and emoluments of the sheriffs of the Province for the past five 
yenrs, and then net upon the information obtained. 

A Byproduct 

ONE good result has certainly been achieved through the 
agitation for Prohibition, and that is a general lessened use 
of liquor. There has been of late undoubtedly less drunken

ness, less convictions for disorderly conduct, nnd a general growing 
desire to be counted amongst the sober nnd temperate citizens. The 
children in the public schools hnve nlso felt the influence of tho con
troversy and young debaters are already sharpening their weapons for 
the fray, should the controversy extend to Dominion-wide Prohibition. 
It is also evident that there has been lessened importations nnd manu
facture of intoxicating liquor. Thc vessels bring smaller cargoes of 
whiskies, brandies and other favorite drinks; the wholesale as well 
as retail liquor dealers appear to have far less business than formerly. 
Part of this decline can clearly lie traced to tho smaller population of 
our cities, partly to the scarcity of transportation, but il is indisputa
ble that the discussions raised by the Prohibition Act of last session 
caused many thinking persons to consider the question from the 
personal standpoint and to govern tlieir own individual action 
accordingly. The Government hns not yet made a definite pro
nouncement upon this question but it may be hoped that the Legis
lative Assembly will not dissolve until the fnte of the question is 
settled. Perhaps the Leader of the Opposition may display prying 
curiosity by asking a scries of questions upon the matter. 

Lonely 
So far one active multi-millionaire advocate of conscription of 

men has definitely declared for conscription of wealth. The distinc
tion belongs to E. W. Scripps of San Diego, who has signed the 
demand of the American Committee on War Finance for the taking 
foe war purposes of all incomes of over $100,000 a year. Mr. 
Scripps makes clear that ho docs not ask that his wealth be treated 
more tenderly than the lives of other men. But how lonely he must 
feel among his fellow eonscriptionist millionaires. Requests to take 
a position similar to that of Mr. Scripps havo been sent by the Com
mittee on War Finance to John D. Rockefeller, Vincent Astor, nnd 
other wealthy men prominent in urging drafting of men. So far 
they have given no intimation that they would have their property 
treated in the same way.—Public, New York. 

EDITOR, 

Have Patience 

A CONSIDERABLE amount of unreasonable impatience is 
noticeable among certain sections of the community because 
the election of the Brewster Government has not been 

promptly followed by the inauguration of the millenium. Com
plaints reach ns from all sides because in three or four months Mr. 
Brewster has not been able to purge public life of those corrupt 
influences whieh have afflicted it for half a century; because' with a 
wave of a wand he has not been able to completely abolish the evils 
of patronage and the machinations of the self-seeker; because ready-
made measures have not been forthcoming to instantaneously develop 
our mineral and agricultural resources, reduce the cost of living, 
increase wages all round, pay off the Provincial debt, nationalize the 
railways, and give to everyone an old-age pension. 

To all zealous reformers THE WEEK says have patience. Con
sider the immense difficulties and the well-nigh insurmountable 
obstacles faced by the Premier when he assumed office. He took 
charge of Provincial affairs following an era of extravagance if not 
of corruption on the part of his predecessors. The bank account was 
at zero and the Provincial credit 50 below. Government depart
ments were in a state of chaos. Order had to be evolved and system 
inaugurated. The foundations of an era of economic efficiency had 
to be well nnd truly laid before a beginning could be mnde with tho 
superstructure. The strict enforcement of existing statutes had to 
take precedence of the drafting of new ones. Whilst a serious breach 
in the ranks of the personel of the Cabinet still,further complicated 
the situation. With these facts in mind Tun WEEK is not disposed 
to he hypercritical at the course of subsequent events, and urges upon 
all its readers the necessity for reasonable patience. 

Nevertheless, some serious blunders have already heen made for 
which no reasonable excuse enn be found. Any tendency towards 
independent thought and action amongst the rank and file has been 
severely frowned upon; three constituencies hnve been denied repre
sentation in the House for political and partisan reasons; whilst a 
measure to place taxation on the poor because they are poor has so 
far failed to excite so much as one Liberal protest. They all, like 
sheep, have gone astray. Whilst Proportional Representation, a 
measure whieh more than any other would remove the causes of 
political corruption, raise the standard of public life, and enable 
democracy to realize its highest hopes and purest aspirations, has 
not been so much as mentioned, and that notwithstanding the con
spicuous place it occupies in the Liberal platform. Therefore it is 
that THE WEEK enjoins upon ils readers the Wilsonian policy of 
watchful waiting. 

The Break'Down of the Jury System 

I T is announced that the Manitoba Government has decided, 
reluctantly or otherwise, to proceed no further with'the serious 
criminal charges preferred against ex-Premier Roblin and other 

former Cabinet ministers. The reason publicly announced for this 
extraordinary decision is not that the accused parties hnve satis
factorily established their inocence. By no means. The accused 
stood self-condemned long before court proceedings were commenced. 
The decision hns been reached forsooth because the Government of 
the day despairs of finding twelve jurymen prepared to execute 
justice uninfluenced by unworthy political motives. This decision 
will bring comfort to the hearts of political grafters throughout the 
empire and beyond. Crimes against the state in violation of solemn 
onths mny henceforth be committed with impunity. Breach of trust; 
will still be punishable by law—if committed by small men on a 
small scale. If the offenders bo belted knights nnd cabinet crooks 
nnd their offences be on n wholesale scale and their victims ho the 
common people, then they may conduct tlieir nefarious operations 
without fear and in complete safety. In therefore discontinuing 
legal proceedings against these gentlemen, tho Government of 
Manitoba is doing a serious injustice either to itself nnd the people 
on the ono hand, or the accused ox-ministers on llie other. If the 
licensed nre guilty—nnd it seems impossible to doubt it—the lnw 
shnuld tnke its usual COUl'BO, he the outcome whnl it may. If they 
nre innocent Ihey have the right to have their names cleared of the 
imputations cast upon them. If lhe jurymen neglect to do their 
duty and allow• political partisanship lo warp their judgment, the 
world will lie quick In draw its own conclusions. The swnrn lesli-
innny of witnesses will he public properly and in the high court 
nf public opinion n verdict will lie rendered. But the question now 
In be seriously considered is What shall be the future of onr present 
jury system? If Ihe jury-system ns we nnw know il stands between 
lho guilty and the administration of justice, so much the worse for 
the jury system. / / trial hy jury has outlived ils usefulness, trial 
by jury must come to an end. Or if the fault lies in requiring com- \ | | 
plcto unanimity instead of accepting a majority decision, the sooner 
wo decide to correct this requirement the better. Nothing must be 
allowed tn clog the wheels nf justice. There must lie no respect df E 
persons before the law. Political offenders and national freebooters 
must nt nil costs be brought within the pale. THE WEEK invites its 
renders to earnestly consider whnt practical steps should be taken to 
remedy a condition which as it stands constitutes n national scandal. 

ASSISTANT EDITOR. 

WHERE PROFITEERS FLOURISH 

A dividend of 100 per cent was declared hy the German-
American Sugar Company at a meeting of iu directors at Chicago 
on April 10. 

THE LEAVEN WORKING 

The Rhode Island State Senate passed on April 10 the bill giving 
women the right to vote for Presidential electors. 


