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Progress of the War 
^•"TT-'UIK BURDEN of tho war is now on the shoulders of nil 
B l I our people. We are beginning to feel it. The daily ar-

I •*- rival of casualty lists is bringing it home to us in the most 
BBdtmate sense. Hundreds of Canadian mothers nre weeping for 
H m s who will never more darken the doors of their home. The 
Huhlic is touched to the quick hy bulletins which tell of the loss of 
Hruve young fellows who were prominent in the community, and 
H i m were known to thousand outside their own families. In this 
H 'uy Canada feels for tho first time a real sense of personal loss, 
Hml of active participation in the horrors, the sufferings, and the 

^Bereavements of a great war. Something of that sober note which 
H'us so prominent in the reports from England in the earliest days 
H i ' the war is beginning to steal over the Canadian people, and its 

^H-.eronce only tends to emphasize the incongruity .of external issues. 
Has t Fall Lord Kitchener said tlrnt the war would really begin in 
H lnv . the results of the Inst week tend to confirm the accuracy of his 

^Prediction. At the moment of writing, vital issues are nt stake in 
Hlic Dardanelles, in Gnlicin, nnd in Belgium. In the former the 

^Hucrgotic bombardment of nearly two months ago has given place 
H i a serious campaign by land nnd sen; the occupation of the Gal-
Hipnli Peninsula by the Allies is a military movement of importance 
l i u l magnitude. Owing to the configuration of the country, progress 
H i l l be slow, but there is no reason to doubt that it will be continu-
H I IS . The calibre of the Turkish troops is greatly inferior to that 
H i ' tho German, tho Allies have a large army, probably not less than 

Ho0,000 men, contiguous to the Straits; the efficiency of the naval 
H u n s has already been demonstrated, and when land and sea forces 
H iv able to prosecute their co-ordinate attack, aided by the Russian 
H ? ' c e t in the Sen of Marmora the "impregnable Dardanelles" will 
l i p taken. According to the highest authorities this may occupy two 
Huonths, hut it must end in the fall of Constantinople, and when 
l i hu t epochal event occurs Germany will have received a vital wound. 
B o f the Russian reverse in Galieia, on the banks of tho Donajcc, it 
Bis impossible to speak with any certainty because of conflicting 
I reports. That the combined German and Austrian armies forced a 
• passage across the river nnd established themselves on the Eastern 
lliiiuk is admitted. The Germans have celebrated this incident as 
• " a glorious victory," while Petrograd declares that it lias held the 
Heucmy to the bunks of tho river, and the incident has no special 
•strategic significance. However, on either showing it is a reverse 
Bfor the Russians, if not an important one, and tends to show the 
l l rength and determination of the German resistance to the advance 
I HI Hungary through the Carpathians. Without seeking for a 
•moment to discount the efficiency of the Russian forces it is im-
•jossiblo not to experience some anxiety nt their repeated failure 
I n reach the objective. Tho obstacles confronting them arc enor-
BIIIOUH, mid winter created conditions which have had no parallel 
B-ince tho days of Napoleon. Tho next few months will determine 
B'"bether the Russian troops are able to deliver an effective blow in 
I his region, it cannot, be long delayed without sensibly affecting the 
(morale of their troops on the Eastern frontier. The crucial incident 

• of the week has been the German offensive in Belgium. In the 
I neighborhood of Ypres the most snnquinary conflict of the war has 
I taken place. Aided by devolish ingenuity Germany has undoubt-
• cdly made some headway, hns secured some important positions, 
land is holding them. The Teuton forces are nt death grip with 
I British troops. Tbe tide of victory ebbs and flows. From battlc-
I fields drenched with blood, mingled cries of suffering and rage are 
I heard in the remotest parts of the Empire, but their deepest nole 
I is a cry of appeal which is awakening sympathetic response in every 
I country of "the seven seas". 

| Threatening An Election 

CONSIDERABLE resentment has been aroused throughout 
the Dominion against tho leaders of the Conservative 
party who are suspected of endeavouring to precipitate a 

: (iciierul 'Election in the near future. This resentment is growing; 
I it lias taken the form of public meetings of protest, of special reso

lutions of protest by Boards of Trade, of strong opposition on tho 
part, of a large and influential section of the Conservative Press, 
and ns Tho Week happens to know of strongly worded telegrams 
nnd lettergrams from influential Conservatives in many parts of 
tho Dominion. Beyond these there is a stronger feeling of resent
ment on the part of "the man in the street", for wherever you find 
him he gives expression to the same opinion, that there should be no 
election at present, and preferably not until after the war. On 
public grounds there is no argument possible in favour of an elec
tion, and every fact which boars upon the subject furnishes an argu
ment against it. Tho Montreal Board of Trade, which must be 
regarded as the loading business organization of the Dominion, has 
come out flnt-flooted against it, nnd in an admirably worded resolu
tion has pointed out that under existing conditions an election 
would be an offence to the public sonscicnee, that it would dislocate 
business which is beginning to revive, that it would create animosi
ties wherever true interest calls for perfect unanimity of action and 
endeavour, that it would withdraw the attention of Ministers and 
many of our most important public men from those imperative 
duties which the war has imposed upon thorn, that it would lower 
the efficiency of Canadian war service for several months, nnd in n 
supreme crisis it might have an adverse influence on the fortunes 
of the war. Undoubtedly these representations fairly express tbe 
general sentiment, nnd no attempt has been made by the advocates 

of an election to traverse them. It may be taken for granted that 
the only arguments that can be used in favour of nn election are 
arguments based upon the considerations of party. In ordinary 
times such considerations would be perfectly legitimate, indeed one 
may go further and admit that under ordinary conditions, and 
under the system of government that prevails in this country it is 
the duty of every man to do his utmost to advance the interests of 
that political party with which ho has thrown in his lot. But there 
are times when purely party considerations count for nothing. 
Times when the welfare of the State demands that they shall be 
subordinated to greater issues. We are passing through such a 
time, and now, as often, the Mother of Parliaments has furnished 
im example and shown how political opponents should sink their 
differences and act in unison for the common weal. Canada can 
not do better than follow this example; the evidences that the people 
desire it are overwhelming; indeed, so unanimous nnd so deep 
rooted is the feeling that it is difficult to be believed that the re
sentment that has been aroused at the mere suggestion of nn election 
will not intensify and manifest itself in n concrete form if Ihe issue 
should be forced. In this connection one cannot disregard the of
ficial pronouncement of the Hon. Robert Rogers at. Montreal. 
Rightly or wrongly Mr. Rogers is credited with being the chief 
instigator in this matter. In any event he has , shouldered the 
responsibility of stating the case for its advocates. In n nutshell, 
it is that the co-operation of the Liberal party in the House is super
ficial, that it lucks sincerity, that as a mutter of fact it is conspiring 
nil the time to defeat tbe objects of the Government, and that its 
machinations have become so pronounced that the generous policy 
of aid to the Empire on which Canada has embarked is in danger 
of being weakened. Tn short, that for the successful carrying on 
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of the policy the Government must place the issue before the con
stituencies and secure n new mandate. Even idmitting the correct
ness of the premises, one finds it difficult to accept the argument. 
It will not, be easy to convince the people of the Dominion that with 
a solid majority of forty-five, which has never yet failed them, the 
Government should have any difficulty in carrying out a policy 
which bus received general commendation, nnd the principle of 
which bus not been attacked even by the Opposition. The splendid 
personal character of Sir Robert Borden, and the confidence which 
lie has aroused among all classes by the manner in which be bus 
risen to the needs of the crisis with which the Empire is confronted 
nre assets, which, united with the working majority of forty-five, 
should enable any government to hold its own, ami to finish its 
work in a creditable nnd efficient manor. That the Liberal opposi
tion, having allowed the war vote to pass, would refrain from the 
exercise of nil their political ingenuity to discredit the Government, 
and would even under the exigencies of these crucial times become 
nn altruistic organization would surely not be expected by so ex
perienced n politician ns the Hon. Robert Rogers. But. tbe view 
of The Week, and the view which it believes is held by nt least 
eighty per cent, of the people of the Dominion, is that this is not 
the time to furnish an occasion for the exploitation of political 
animosities, nnd that as the Government is in no danger of falling 
with such a leader nnd such a strong majority it will not only be 
inexcusable, but fatuous to challenge fate. Our highly respected 
Kootenny Member, Mr. R. F. Green, a man than whom there is no 
more astute politician in the West, whilst meticulously repeating nil 
the arguments advanced by Mr. Rogers in Montreal, carefully re
frain from expressing any personal opinion ns to tbe desirability of 
nn election, and it is difficult to believe that a public man who invari
ably has his ear so close to the ground has not heard the rumblings 
of discontent, and realized that to force an election now would not 
only be highly unpopular with the majority of the electors, who il 
lnust be remembered are not strictly partisan, but would impose a 
severe strain on the party loyalty of many who have never yet 
failed to poll a Conservative vote when called upon. 

eiimbing Down 

SINCE Inst week the 13. C. E. R. hns commenced the process 
known as •'Climbing down", and has not only yielded to the 
first demand of the public, us voiced in the columns of The 

Week, but has promised to continue the new policy. It has been 
a long time in making up its mind, for if it had taken good advice 
it would have reduced its fares nnd improved its service in the 
Spring of last year, in which case its exchequer would have been 
enriched hy tens of thousand of dollars. However, "better late 
than never", the company has yielded to tho inevitable, though it 
cannot he said to have done so gracefully. It may help the public 
to forget its obduracy in the past if it is more prompt ill improving 
the service than it was in reducing tlie fares. Incidentally, it must 
be pointed out that the company in doing the right thing has laid 
itself open to further criticism in the official announcement made by 
its local manager. And here, let it be said, that in the criticism 
that bus been levelled at the company not one word of complaint 
has been made against their local representative. It is realized by 
the public that he has no voice in the matter, and that the policy 
of the company is framed by absentee directors who know nothing 
at first hand of local conditions, and who have not yet adopted the 
wise policy of allowing their local managers to exercise managerial 
discretion. Their Victoria representative has been here so many 
years, and is so thoroughly "an fait" with local requirements that 
he could never have been responsible for a policy which raised fares 
and impoverished the service just when trade depression rendered 
the public intolerant of either. It is impossible for the company 
to disguise the fact that they had become unpopular through mis
management and mistaken policy. This created nn opening for 
the "Jitneys" which have attained remarkable success. In his 
official manifesto the local manager says that the "jitney" competi
tion is unfair, the public does not think so. It very quickly, how
ever, showed that it considered it, unfair on the part of the various 
street railway companies to try to kill the "jitney" movement under 
the. specious plea of "regulation", when what they really sought; 
was "prohibition." The public will not stand for these indirect 
methods, but it will appreciate tbe more manly action of the com
pany in trying to fight competition with the legitimate weapons of 
lower fares, and better service. In this connection it. may be per
missible to point out that the B. C. E. R. is making rather ton 
large n claim when it says that its new rates are the lowest on the 
Continent; as a matter of fact, a three cent faro has been operative 
in New York for years. It would be unkind to comment on the 
arrogant manner in which the B. C. E. R. treated the Oak Bay 
Municipality. Its Reeve has stated the ease so admirably Ihat even 
the London directors should be able to realize why the company has 
made itself unpopular. 

Black'Balling Officers 

A ,CERTAIN Military Regiment, quartered in this town, de
mands that an applicant for a Commission, who is pro
posed by one of their officers, shall have his name placed 

on the notice board of the Mess for two weeks, and at the end of that 
time, he is balloted for by a meeting of all the officers, one black 
ball in seven to count against him. In two or three eases, since war 
has broken out, applicants have been secretly black-balled and pre
vented from serving their King and Country. There is no reason 
given, the applicant is not permitted to defend his honor, and in 
return for his offer of service be hns to face the disgrace I '.) of 
some unknown charge which has been brought against him. In 
common fairness to the bulk of the officers, it is not their fault, 
but that, of this absurd ballot system which permits one or two in
dividuals to vent their personal spite or jealousy and to cover 
themselves by the secrecy of the ballot box. In a club, this system, 
although not n good one, is usual, but in a Militia Regiment in war 
time, it is n positive scandal. An applicant should lie allowed to 
defend himself, ami unless any charge can be brought against him 
and proved, or it is shown that he lacks the qualities of n gentle
man, by birth, education or manners, he should lie allowed to he 
attached and given the opportunity of serving his country. In 
ninny cases officers in these militia regiments are tumble thom-
selves lo go lo tbe tiring lino, from various reasons, such as bad 
sight, etc. Should Ihey then not make room for those who can'. nnd 
not actually prevent them by tbe very German method of striking 
in the dark? The militia regiments in Victoria and throughout, 
the Dominion have done magnificent work, they have turned ont 
well trained officers and men who are now making the world rever
berate with their gallantry nnd barvcry. Do not, then, let it lie 
said, after the war is over, that a single man who was qualified to 
fight, was prevented by such a mean and dispicable thing as a black 
ball and struck in the back by an unknown who had not the courage 
to give a reason either to the applicant or his commanding officer. 

The Unemployed 

A TOO great and altogether mistaken sensitiveness for the 
reputation of Victoria has led to minimising the import
ance of milking adequate provision for the relief of the 

unemployed. To persist any longer in this mistaken policy would 
be inexcusable. The hungry must bo fed, and must not lie pauper
ized. This duty devolves first on the City Council, nnd then on the 
Provincial Government. Other municipalities have been helped, 
why not Victoria ? 


