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The British Army and Politics 

ON Page Four of tlie current issue of Tlie Week will be found 
an interesting article on "The British Army nnd Politics," 
from the pen of a retired army officer. The article wus 

written by request in order to clear up several points which have 
irison in connection with the recent attitude of tho British Govern-
) lent and certain army officers towards military service in Ulster, 

le cry hns been raised by the Liberal press that the army is gov-
od by aristocrats, that it is ont of touch with the people, and that 

) 1 reality its sympathies are entirely pro-aristocratic aud anti-demo-
r atie. The former statement contains half a truth; the latter is 
v holly false. A careful perusal of thc article referred to will show 
i tat, while il; is inevitable under the present military system that the 
• •st majority of the officers must be drawn from the upper classes, 
' 6 reason is purely economic, and thc difficulty of drawing officers 
' ,1'ully from tbe ranks could be removed hy Liberals, Radicals and 
labourites combining their forces. All that is necessary is to raise 
he rate of pay and to provide other facilities for dealing with the 
financial obligations of accepting a commission. The article shows 
hat officers' pay is practically the same now as in the time of Queen 
\nno, and that every attempt to raise it has boon strenuously opposed 
| all political parties, so thai it is not possible to lay at the door 
• the Tories, or of any one party, the blame for the defectiveness of 
'• o present system. The step taken by Disraeli in tho 'seventies for 
e abolition of army purchase chronicled an important move in the 

•ght direction, but its corollary in the form of increased pay hns been 
efused by all parties. One thing is clear, that the present system 
loos not, as thc Radical press claims, tend to a division of feeling or 
pinion.between officer and men. Tbe army is a unit; thc men are 
ival to their officers and their King, and if the question put to ccr-
:iin officers affecting service in Flstcr had been put to the rank aud 
tie, thc result, would have been the .same. 

Major Perrero to Die 
f • 111 LS was the announcement flashed over the wires on Monday 

I last and to complete tlie farce the message added: "For the 
•*- murder of Benton." It should have said: "To save Villa's 
n." Whether the indiscriminate shooting of a few Mexicans, 

nore or loss, matters is hardly worth discussing, for shooting is a 
tabit in Mexico, the people become accustomed to it, and, indeed, in 
ome instances, they even like it. What tho civilized world will 
e most concerned nbout is the pretext for saving Villa. No one 
elieves in Carranza's commission of inquiry, and now that their 
eport is issued, the hollowncss of the farce is more apparent than 
ver. Their finding is that Benton threatened Villa at Juarez, was 
rdercd by that general to be gaoled at Chihuaha with the intention 
f liberating him at the end of a month, that he was confided to 
lie custody of Major Ferrero, who, without any assigned reason, 
hot him en route; that after the shooting his body was flung out-
ide nnd riddled with bullets fired by a squad of Mexican soldiers, and 
or this Major Ferrero is to die, and probably has already died. 
Jeneral Carranza must have very crude notions of British justice 
f he thinks that this will meet the case. The day has gone by 
'hen the application of the Mosaic law of "an eye for an eye and a 
ooth for a tooth" can be applied in the case of the murder of a 
Sritish subject. It is not any eye or any tooth that the British 
ieoplo want, but tho life of the man who was responsible for thc 
eath of Benton, and the action of General Carranza and his com-
nission docs not advance the settlement of this point one jot. 
)ne may well revert to the statement of Sir Edward Grey in tho 
louse of Commons that at the right time Britain would exact 
'satisfaction." 

To Graft or Not to Graft 

T ill-: COLONIST in a thoughtful editorial pleads with the 
press of the Dominion to deal lightly with the subject of 

-i "graft," not that it has any sympathy with thc votaries 
Jif that despicable vice so characteristic of the Now World, but 
liecausc a constant reference to thc subject is detrimental to the 
pest interests of the Dominion, and may create an unfavourable 

npression out of all proportion to the demerits of the situation. 
IWill The Colonist do itself tho justice to consider the following 
(facts, their bearing on Canadian credit, their relation to the duty 
•of the press, and, having done so, extend its own remarks on tlie 
(subject? Tho facts nre that Montreal, the commercial capital of 
lfianada, has been noted for many year for its corrupt civic methods. 
iThero has been frequent exposure of venality on the part of alder-
lmen and public servants, and not long ago a Commission was ap-
(pointed by the Government to investigate these matters, and that 
lOommission particularly mentioned the shortcomings of Mr, Mederic 
lMartin. Much of the corruption complained of has arisen out of 
lhe relations existent and contemplated between the city and the 
JLight, Heat & Power Company, whieh holds a valuable, or invalu
able, franchise. That franchise will shortly run out, and the com
pany is moving heaven and earth to secure its renewal for forty 
l/ears, on its own terms. Within the last few months, extraordinary 
revelations have taken place in tho Quebec Legislature as the result 
I f thc activities of Mi'. Edward Beck, a prominent Montreal jour
nalist. He wns able to prove that two members had been guilty of 
receiving bribes with the avowed object of furthering legislation in 
lhc interest of tbe powerful corporation above referred to. Mr. 
Ifleck, Mr. McNab and Mr. Nicol, the newspaper men who made 
The charges, proved I' air case up to the. hilt, and the legislators had 
lo retire, into private life. Meanwhile, Sir Hugh Graham, for 
tunny years the autocratic ruler of the Montreal Star, acquired 
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control of tho Herald and the Witness, tried to jockey the Hon. W. 
S. Fielding into editing a Liberal paper under the direction of a 
Conservative owner, and in Montreal, at any rate, it is fully under
stood that one of the main objects behind this newspaper consolida
tion was again to further the interests of the Light, Heat & Power 
Company. Unfortunately, Sir Hugh could not be brought to book 
at the bar of justice, unless an action which has been started against 
him for civil damages in connection with tlie news service is suc
cessful. But he has been arraigned and condemned at the bar of 
public opinion for seeking to manipulate the public press in a manner 
highly detrimental to the public interest. The sequel is to be found 
in the civic elections of Monday last, when the reform element was 
swamped by the "boodling" clement. Only one member of the 
Citizens' ticket was returned to the Board of Control, which is 
entirely in the hands of men favourable to the Light, Heat &• Power 
Company, and the most striking evidence of tho hostile attitude ri 
these men to the best interests of the city is to be found in thc fact 
that Major Stephens, one of the ablest nnd most honourable men in 
Canadian public life, who recreated the port of Montreal while he 
was Harbour Commissioner, has been rejected by his fellow towns
men for the position of Mayor in favour of the same Mederic 
Martin who was "named" by the commission of inquiry. Now, in 
view of these facts, which relate to the history of one city only, 
does The Colonist still maintain that the press should refrain from 
discussing "graft," and abandon its natural function to spread thc 
news because the latter may at times bring discredit on the country? 

Asquith and Dissolution 

L ATEST cable despatches indicate the probability of a general 
election in England within a few months. Thc Standard, 
usually one of thc best-informed of the London dailies, states 

this authoritatively and mentions July as the month. Whilst the 
announcement is not official and may not be regarded as decisive, it 
is extremely probable, and, indeed, it is difficult to sec how Mr. 
Asquith is to find any other satisfactory solution of the present 
difficulty. The Week has always maintained that an election must be 
held on thc vital issue of Home Pule. The longer the controversy 
has continued thc more probable has this become. The crisis pre
cipitated by the nlmost fatal blunder of ordering troops to Ulster 
has created the last barrier against a compromise. Public opinion 
is too excited and too thoroughly aroused to consider anything but 
an absolute settlement based upon thc expressed will of the electors. 
When Mr, Bonar Law declared in the course of the debate a fort
night ago that if Mr. Asquith would appeal to the country, he would 
offer no opposition to the carrying out of a Home Pule mandate, 
whether favourable or not to the views of the Unionist party, hc 
practically burnt his bots behind him and pledged his party to the 
only constitutional course. 

Nearing the Goal 

I N the columns of the current issue of The Week will be found 
an article on the recent developments in the oil field of the 
Flathead Valley. This region has been a matter of interest for 

many years, over since the days when Dr. Selwyn, the head of the 
Geological Survey of Canada, visited Sage Creek and declared that 
the seepage of oil which he found was evidence of nn oil region. 
Mnny companies have conducted limited operations either in the 
Flathead Valley itself or on the Pinchcr Creek side of the Rocky 
Mountains. Several have found evidences of oil, but none have 
stuck to their task so closely, or carried their explorations so far, ns 
the company referred to in this article, the B.C. Oil Company. It 
looks as if they are within sight of the goal, for, as will be gathered 
from the particulars furnished by Mr. Lockwood, the company's 
geologist, a considerable flow of oil has been struck in two shallow 
wells, and at the bottom of the second, only two hundred feet from 
the surface, the flow oil and gas is so great as to justify thc company 
in making this the site of their main deep well. The presence of 
so much gas is perhaps the most favourable omen, for wherever 
"gushers" have been struck, gas and oil have in thc first instance 
been found together, the pressure of the gas being the means of 
forcing the oil to the surface. The Week has several limes com
mented favourably on the prospects of the Flathead region, and has 
never lost faith in its ultimate success. 

Commander Evans in Victoria 

COMMANDER EVANS, of the South Polar Expedition, will 
give an illustrated lecture in the Royal Victoria Theatre on 
April 20th, on "Captain Scott's Discovery of the South 

Pole." Honour that would have been given Scott is being paid I" 
Commander Evans, as his second iu command. The modesty of the 
latter has prevented his own part in the expedition from licing known, 
yet it was hc who wrote and sent to the world the news of Scott's 
fate. Commander Evans was the trail breaker, nnd had command of 
the supporting parties. His party wns the the last one to leave Scott, 
and it did not do so until 87 degrees south latitude was reached. 
Shackleton on his famous dash only reached 88 degrees south, sn 
Commander Evans himself nearly equalled Shaekleton's record, and 
was but three degrees from the Pole. Commander Evans was the 
last mnn to see Scott alive. His own trip back was almost as heroic 
as Scott's. Taken with the scurvy, he implored his two companions 
to leave him and save themselves. But they would not, and risked 
their own lives to save their commander. They showed the same 
loyalty that kept Scott from abandoning bis sick comrades, which 
resulted in his own tragic end. Commander Evans' first American 
lecture was given before thc National Geographic Society in Wash

ington on March 13th. He lectured on January 27th before President 
Poincare, of France, in Paris. He has photographs by Herbert G. 
Ponting, F.R.G.S., and also by Dr. E. A. Wilson. The latter's were 
taken on the polar dash, and were found with the bodies. There will 
also be shown the remarkable moving pictures for which the expedi
tion was famous. All Victoria will be wanting to see and hear so 
brave a man, and the only regret is that even the Royal Theatre will 
be inadequate to accommodate thc thousands who will desire to attend. 
This has been Commander Evans' experience everywhere in Europe 
and America. 

An Industrial Commissioner 

V ICTORIA is to have an Industrial Commissioner. It has been 
so decided by the City Council. The inception of the idea 
is due to Mr. W. II. Price, who, in a series of practical, 

common-sense letters which have appeared in The Colonist during 
the past year or so has emphasized the importance of encouraging 
local industries, and has pointed out how it might be done. As far 
as the mind of, the Council is known, it favours the engagement of 
a high-class man at a high-class salary. This is refreshing, because 
it is so unusual. One of the greatest drawbacks in Canadian public 
life is inadeqnnek of remuneration. We are always looking for a 
high-class man at a low class figure, and everyone knows how that 
works out in thc end. If the Council is sincere in the present in
stance, and will get the high-class man regardless of cost, then 
Victoria may become the scat of a numbers of new industries. Much 
discretion will hi' required in tlle selection of the man. The view 
nf Thc Week is that wc do not require what is called an industrial 
expert, but rather a than of good educational and personal qualifica
tions, good address and manner, and one who is thoroughly well 
posted on the resources of British Columbia and thc local conditions 
prevailing in Victoria. Perhaps it may for once be possible to find 
a commissioner without going south of the line. The latest sugges
tion is that the work of the Industrial Commissioner shall be merged 
with that of the Secretary of the Vancouver Island Development 
League. The Week is iu favour of this because it believes that it is 
unnecessary, and might be found impossible, to maintain two high-
salaried officers. The suggestion to make the same official the head 
of both organizations, and to furnish him with u competent clerical 
nnd publicity assistant, seems exactly to suit the requirements of 
the case, and The Week hopes it may be dealt with upon these lines. 

The Spanish Bank 

THE reference in the title of this article is not to the mythical 
"Bank of Spain," on which so many confidence drafts have 
been drawn for the snaring of the unwary, but to the Spanish 

Bank of sand on English Bay, which certain too enterprising con
tractors hoped to convert into a bank of gold. It is a matter of 
common knowledge that for many years the public have teen per
mitted to take sand from English Bay for building purposes. This 
has been a great boon to Vnncouver, and has aided not n little in the 
rapid and more economic building up of the city. While thc many 
benefited, the few, as is always the case, werc envious, and by dint 
of a little of the wire-pulling, so well understood iu certain quarters, 
the few managed tn obtain from the Dominion Government a lease 
of thc sand-bunk, which, if valid, would have enabled them to tax 
the community for every load id' sand removed and indiccntally tn 
wax fat nn the foreshore. The Attorney-Genera] of this Province, 
wide awake to the public interest, resolved to spoil this little game, 
and has successfully defended an action brought by lhc Attorney-
General of Canada against thc Ritchie Contracting Company and 
himself. The Dominion Government sought tn establish the fact that 
English Bay was a harbour, that its foreshore was the property of 
tho Dominion Government, and that, therefore, the defendants were 
trespassing when they were drawing sand from Spanish Hank. Mr. 
Justice MaoDonald, nf the Supreme Court, dismissed the action, 
holding Ihat English Bay was nnt a public harbour, and therefore 
that ils foreshore was "the right nf lhc Crown in the Province of 
British Columbia." If this decision is sustained nn appeal the 
lease nf the Spanish Bunk In thc Silica Company becomes null and 
void. 

Done Brown 

I X spite nf the degeneracy nf an age in which the luck nf Biblical 
knowledge is widely deplored, there arc probably many people 
who slill believe that "man cannot live by bread alone." There 

are, however, none who arc willing In subscribe to the belief ihat man 
can live without bread. Mr. Justice Irving and Mr. Justice Me-
Phillips have just been furnished with an opportunity tn express their 
views nn this subject nf perennial interest. Wc have all seen the 
old cih'ioon representing a very smnll boy pursued by a very big 
policeman, and thc arm nf the bitter outstretched In grab him. 
Everybody's sympathy gnes nut In lhe buy, and there is nut a man, 
woman or child in the world who would nnt he glad tn sec the 
policeman trip and thc hoy escape. The Municipality of Van
couver, egged nn by the L.D.A., has recently been performing in 
the role of thc "burly policeman," and succeeded in grabbing a little 
hoy named Alec McCllish, who had purchased two brnwn loaves of 
bread nn Sunday. Then act inn was taken against the unfortunate 
baker who sold the loaves. Thc magistrate, as might havc been 
expected, convicted and imposed a fine. Chief Justice Hunter 
quashed the conviction. The "burly policeman" was fatuous ennngb 
to carry the matter tn the Appeal Court, which has finally disposed 
of the case, Mr. Justice Irving holding that "the Province has no 
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