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CONSERVATIVE CONVENTION 
j —The Conservative Convention held 

in New Westminster last week was 
largest representative political gather-
ever held in British Columbia. It 

•jived its importance from tlie fact that 
try constituency in the Provinee was re­
pented by a full delegation, that Reso-
[ons outlining new planks in the party 
|_form were unanimously adopted ancl 

Premier McBride made important, an-
Incements as to the future policy of his 
Jfernment. The Resolutions which were 
feed numbered about twenty and advo-
fd the appointment of a Federal Min-

of Mines, the creation of a new Pro-
j:ial Portfolio of Immigration and the 
lenditure of an adequate sum by the 
Feral Government upon the docks and 
•pours of the Pacific Coast to prepare 
[Coast cities for the large influx of trade 
ph will follow: the opening of the Pana-

-anal. The subject of immigration was 
much to the. fore throughout the Con-

lion, as it was last year at Nelson. There 
Ibeen a very widespread feeling that the 
I has arrived for the Government to 
1 definite steps towards assisting land 
Ement. It is desired that British Col-
l a shall be peopled with men and women 
lir own race; if so, British settlers must 
|ecured and British agricultural labour 

be imported. The Dominion Govern-
has appointed a special Immigration 

(missioner, ancl while he will study the 
|ion as it applies to the Dominion as a 

it is not a little significant that his 
Official visit should have been to British 
Inbia for a conference with Premier 
Iride. Whether the Provincial GoVerii-

jwill accede to the wishes of the Con-
Ion and establish an Immigration De-
Inent is not yet known, but that Pre-
[McBride ancl his colleagues are keenly 
to the necessities of the case is evi-

|:d by their sympathetic reception of the 
lution and by the semi-official an-
fcement that a Royal Commission will 
By be appointed to investigate the con-
Is of settlement ancl immigration gen-

The proposed heavy expenditures 
harbours of the Coast will hardly 

Ejected to in any quarter, ancl no 
liion Government can afford to ignore 
laims of British Columbia in this re-

Indeed, with the opening of the 
fcia Canal ancl the phenomenal devel-
iit of Oriental trade it is by no means 
Jbable that within a few decades the 
ling trade of the Pacific will far ex-
Jhat of the Atlantic. The building of 
ju'rs, clocks ancl shipping facilities gen-
t is a national work. Eastern Canada 

|ve to the requirements of its great 
British Columbia is waking up to a 

| of her own responsibilities ancl her 
•possibilities and there is little doubt 
|he case for the Pacific Coast is so 

that the next estimates will include 
Intial appropriations for the purpose 
led. The significant feature of the 
Intion, however, was Premier Mc-

speech. Everyone who heard it 
Id that it was an historic utterance, 

delivered without passion in a calm 
of fact manner. It dealt first of all 

Ihe recent visit of the Premier and his 
lues to Ottawa when momentous mat-
lere discussed. Mr. McBride did not 
je to say that'their reception had been 

ancl he anticipated the most satis-
ly result. With respect to "Better 

while it was true that Mr. Borden 
Iree years ago promised a Commission, 
l.ild not be surprised if the case which 
J'ovineial Ministers had put forward 
Inet with a direct offer, thus obviating 
fccessity for protracted negotiations. 
Ither matters of the lands in the Rail-
Kelt, Fishery Protection ancl Water 

Powers would be dealt with favourably to 
the wishes of the Provincial Government. 
The most important part, however, of Mr. 
McBride's speech was the announcement of 
what might be expected in the way of new 
legislation at the next session of the local 
Parliament, ancl in this statement interest 
centred around the wonderful ancl sugges­
tive promises the Premier made in respect 
of railway construction. He spoke of a 
programme which would outvie that which 
he laid before the electorate two years ago; 
a policy so extensive that it staggered the 
Liberal party ancl they have never since 
recovered. Mr. McBride spoke in the most 
optimistic terms, not only of the extent of 
the railway building contemplated, but of 
the certainty that it would be financed ancl 
constructed within the specified time. With 
his experience of the Canadian Northern be­
fore him he had ample grounds to justify 
his prediction, ancl whatever his political 
detractors may say, and there are only two 
in the House, ancl a handful in the country, 
one cannot help being amazed at the re­
markable courage of Mr. McBride in tack­
ling another big railway scheme with his 
last but half completed, ancl doing so with 
the determination and conviction which is 
as infectious as it is stimulating. It seems 
to The Week that, more and more, the 
political aspect of the Provincial Govern­
ment is being subordinated to the business 
interests of the Province, ancl that the Ad­
ministration is bent upon giving the best of 
all government, that which makes for the 
greatest goocl of the greatest number. 

BOGUS TOWNSITES—British Col­
umbia has had just about enough of 
bogus townsites and bogus townsite 

companies, but judging from advertise­
ments now running in the Vancouver 
papers, it looks as if we shall have to toler­
ate a little more of this kind of thing. 
Everyone remembers the lamentable dispute 
and loss of money occasioned by. conflicting 
townsite interests at Fort George. Now 
the same thing is happening with respect 
to Hazelton. A Vancouver firm advertising 
themselves as Clements & Heyward, adver­
tise New Hazelton as the Grand. Trunk 
Pacific Railway Company's townsite; the 
"real" townsite. They put forward a plan 
in support of their claims certified by Mr. 
E..'J. Chamberlin, Vice-President ancl Gen­
eral Manager, ancl B. B. Kelliher, Chief 
Engineer. On this plan is plainly shown 
the station grounds of the G. T. P. ancl the 
Pot Number, 882. They print in their ad­
vertisement a letter dated Nov. 17th, 1910, 
ancl signed by Charles H. Manser, Assistant 
Solicitor. Yet upon the same advertisement 
appears a letter signed by G. LI. Ryley, 
Land Commissioner, dated Nov. 6th, 1911, 
stating that the Grand Trunk Pacific town-
site on Hazelton is situate on Lot 851. Now 
Lot 851 is a mile and a half south-west of 
the old town of Hazelton; whilst Lot 882 
is at least three miles north-east. More­
over, in the same issue of the Vancouver 
papers appears an advertisement of tlie 
Grand Trunk Pacific Railway Company, 
signed by Mr. G. U, Ryley, their Land Com­
missioner, announcing that the Company's 
official townsite is at Soutii Hazelton on Lot 
851 and that an auction sale of the lots 
will shortly take place. Following this the 
Provincial Government has officially an­
nounced that such sale will take place in 
December, when the Government lots as 
well as the Grand Trunk lots will be sold 
by public auction in Victoria and Vancou­
ver. This undoubtedly clinches the matter, 
yet the firm of Clements & Heyward con­
tinue to represent Lot 882 as the official 
townsite, well knowing that it is not so 
and knowing also that the attempt to foist 
this onto the public is being engineered in 
the interests of Mr. Hob Kelly, who is the 

principal owner of the lot, Now the prin­
cipal partner in the firm of Clements & 
Heyward is Mr. H. C. Clements, Member 
for Comox-Atlin. He cannot have any 
knowledge of what is being done by his 
firm, because he is too honourable a man 
to tolerate it for a moment, but by this 
time he has probably been made acquainted 
with the circumstances by many of his irate 
constituents, ancl in the interests of public 
decency it is to be hoped that he has taken 
steps to withdraw the objectionable ancl 
misleading advertisement. 

SACERDOTALISM—In an address re­
cently delivered at Stoke-on-Trent 
the Bishop of London made some re­

marks which have received, as they deserve, 
wide attention. He touched upon the per­
ennial topic of the diminishing influence of 
the Church and attributed this largely to 
"lack of adaptation." He was addressing 
English hearers ancl it is probable that the 
thought of Canadian conditions never en­
tered his mind, yet his wise words are very 
apposite in Canadian Church circles at the 
present time. The Anglican Church has not 
attained that position in the Dominion to 
which her faithful sons believe she is en­
titled. There are many reasons for this, 
some of which need not now be canvassed, 
but there is one outstanding from the others 
ancl that is the absolute intolerance of Ca­
nadian people with any form of Sacerdo­
talism. A man may be a High Churchman 
without being either a Ritualist or a Sacer-
dotalist, but it is doubtful whether one can 
say the same of a clergyman or a bishop, 
and yet nothing is more certain than that 
the average Canadian churchman will have 
none of it, ancl will resent any attempt to 
foist it on an unwilling congregation. 
Wherever it has been attempted the experi­
ment has spelt failure ancl a diminution of 
efficiency for the Church organizations in­
volved. We have High Churchmen who 
have been wise enough and broad enough 
to subordinate their own inclinations in this 
regard. The late Bishop Perrin was a 
notable instance, with the result that he dig­
nified an honoured position for nearly twen­
ty years ancl earned the esteem ancl affec­
tion not only of the members of his own 
diocese but of the community at large. As 
a matter of fact the average man who 
wishes to prostrate himself at the shrine of 
Sacerdotalism is both logical enough ancl 
consistent enough to seek it in thc Roman 
Catholic Church. 

M R. NORTON GRIFFITHS—Mr. 
J. Norton Griffiths, M.P. for Wed­
nesbury, is an Englishman and a 

gentleman; he is also a man of wealth, in­
fluence and position, ancl a large investor in 
British Columbia enterprises. Ile is a man 
of considerable strength of character, force 
and aggressiveness; he has made'a name 
for himself in the Old Country and has a 
splendid opportunity of raising his reputa­
tion in Canada. He has formed a large 
construction company which is taking con­
tracts right and left and building a number 
of handsome blocks in Victoria and Van­
couver. But The Week would respectfully 
suggest to .Mr. Norton Griffiths that there 
aro mailers which might fairly claim his 
attention now Ihal he is once more in Brit­
ish Columbia. His Land Company has 
been represented by a manager who has 
conducted their business, lo say the least 
of it, in a very remarkable manner. He 
has broken faith with men who trusted him, 
to their very serious detriment and loss, 
and he has caused a number of important 
transactions which meant much lo those 
who had worked upon them, to fall 
through. Xow this manager was given 
"carte blanche" by his Company and there­
fore was trusted just as the principals 

would have been. It is a simple act of 
justice that, while he is here, Mr. Griffiths 
should investigate these matters in person 
and see that substantial justice is clone to 
those who have been so badly treated by 
his accredited representative. 

THE PUBLIC LIBRARY—Alder­
man Langley and Mr. Scholefield 
have stood by their guns ancl the 

Mayor is still minus two Library Commis­
sioners. He met them half-way by offering 
to pay the debts of the Library ancl provide 
sufficient funds for immediate requirements. 
But this is no time for half measures and, 
moreover, the Council refused to implement 
his promise, so that it was impossible for 
any self-respecting Commissioner to remain 
in office. The Week applauds the decision 
of the two Commissioners and hopes they 
will insist on their demands being granted, 
because in no other way can the Library be 
made efficient. Dr. Hands should see that 
in the public interest his resignation is de-. 
manded. Pie should be willing to niake way' 
for a more up-to-date, competent librarian. 
The Council should devise means to meet 
the financial requirements; as Aid. Lang­
ley very properly said, "Running the 
Library has been just a little bit worse than 
making bricks without straw." Either the 
Library should be put on a sound financial 
basis with an assured income, or the donor 
should be asked to take it back and so re­
lieve the city from the burden of a white 
elephant. The action of Prince Rupert in 
the matter of the threatened Carnegie 
Library is both significant ancl instructive. 
The citizens are unwilling to accept favours 
with blood-money, 'and The Week sym­
pathises with their stand. 

BRITISH PREFERENCE — The 
Week believes it has been consistent 
in its stand on the subject of British 

Preference. Jt maintains that Canadians 
as a whole intend the Preference to be 
effective; it has repeatedly stated that it is 
not nearly as effective as is generally sup­
posed, and that when we talk glibly of 
maintaining a preference of thirty-three ancl 
a third per cent, in favour of British goods, 
we are in reality juggling the schedules so 
as to prevent this preference being effective 
in the main. The Week does not obtain its 
information from any political sheet— 
Liberal or Conservative, but from the Re­
port of Mr. Richard Grigg, Dominion 
Trade Commissioner, published as a Blue 
Book by the late Liberal Government. This 
Report shows that the average duty paid on 
British goods imported into Canada is 
greater than that paid on American goods. 
When the Times can prove Mr. Grigg to be 
incorrect, it can afford to Iwit The Week, 
but not before. 

ST. ANDREW'S DAY—The two Scot­
tish Societies of Victoria held their 
annual reunions on Thursday night. 

The Caledonian Society at the Empress 
Hotel and the St. Andrew's Society at the 
Songhees Grill. Both functions were large­
ly attended ancl managed to secure an at­
tractive list of speakers. At the former 
the most important address was bv Dr. 
Young, Provincial Secretary, who spoke at 
length upon the growing importance of the 
Pacific Coast and the effect of the opening 
of the Panama Canal. At the latter .Mr. 
de Salis delivered an admirable address 
upon the subject of Naval Defence, with 
special reference lo our own Province. 
One speaker urged his hearers to impress 
their national character on Young Canada; 
judging from the popularity and enthusiasm 
of these annual festivals and noting tbe 
important part which Scotsmen play in tlie 
affairs of lhe Dominion one would think 
that the lesson ha.l already been well 
learned. 


