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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 

(From Our Victoria Correspondent.) 

Victoria, B. C , Jan. 26th—The week 
just closed haa been an uncommonly 
dull one in the bcal legislature, although 
the debating of Mr. Clifford's want of 
confidence resolution—based upon the 
failure of the government to recognize 
the change in public opinion and con
ditions with respect to the exclusion of 
American miners and money from the 
provincial placer workings—somewhat 
releived the general monotony. The 
burden of the government party's con
tention on this subject was not eo much 
an endeavor to justify the failure of the 
administration to meet the wishes of the 
public and tbe necessities of the prov
ince, as an attempt to evade responsi
bility, by arguing that as the opposition 
as a party, had not insisted upon a divi
sion when the bill passed, they thereby 
had become co-partners in the blame. 
This nervy endeavor to shirk the onup 
of incompetency was very well frustrated 
however, by Mr. McPbillipa producing 
the records to show that he had intro
duced a bill to nullify the exclusion act, 
when there had been ample time to se
em e its passage last year, but its consid
eration by the house had been flatly re
fused by the government; while Col. 
Baker forced an admission also that he 
vthe lieutenant of the opposition) had 
only voted "Aye" on the expressed con
dition that after the second reading the 
bill should go at once to • the mining 
committee—which promise was flatly 
violated. Iu discussing this resolution 
of Mr. Clifford's, Mr. A. W. Smith re
called that when this act was before the 
legislature last session, arguments had 
been brought forward by the govern 
ment in its support which had appeared 
well founder?. The experience of last 
year had, however, disproved all the6e 
contentions, while he had at all times 
been opposed to such leglislation as ten
ded towards the exclusion of capital 
He referred the house to the journals of 
'93 as bearing out his statements in this 
regard—that it was bad policy to antag
onize foreign capital. British Columbia's 
small population making it impossible 
to bring the country into the position it 
should by its natural advantages occupy, 
without the assistance of foreign money. 
The alien bill having been proved to 
operate adversely to the mining interest 
throughout the province, and the govern
ment not having indicated any change 
of its policy herein in the speech from 
the threne, he supported the resolution. 

In the consideration of the Bills of 
Rale act amendment bill, which proposes 
to shorten the period allowed for regis
tration of thiB class of securities, Mr. 
Smith pointed out that while fourteen 
days might work satisfactorily in cities, 
it was an entirely different matter in 
such out of the way sections as Cariboo 
and the Cliilcotin, where the mails were 
only received twice a month at certain 
periods of the year. In such district 
fourteen days would be an entirely too 
restricted a period. 

The bill was allowed to stand over and 
will probably be amended. 

Mr. A. W. Smith has given notice of 
the following question to be put to the 
minister of mines: 

1. Why was it necessary to pass an 
order in council prohibiting mining re
corders from performing the duties con

ferred on them by section 6, Placer Min
ing Act Amendment Act, 1899, and sec
tion 8, Mineral Act Amendment Act, 
1899? 

2 Was an order in council passed by 
authority of section 150, Placer Miuing 
Act, and section 143, Mineral Act? 

3. Hasan order in council been laid 
before the legislative assembly, as re
quired by the Placer Mining and Min
ing and Mineral Acts? 

The important bills of the week are 
those to amend the Coal Mines Regula
tion Act, by providing for an educational 
est for underground workmen (oy which 

it is designed to" keep out of the mines 
all Chinese, Japanese, Doukhobors, 
Hungarians, etc—while not inviting dis
allowance on the score M discrimination 
and also to assure the competency of 
mine managers and pit bosses.); the 
Liquor License act amendment bill; and 
Mr. Helmcken'a representation of the 
Tramways Incorporation act, disallowed 
by the dominion government two years 
on account of its anti-Asiatic clauses. 

In consequence of the manly, straight
forward explanation given by the editor 
of the Kamloops Standard of how the 
the grossly insulting reference to the 
lieutenant-governor came to be made in 
his columns, in connection with the re
port of opening day—he had been rushed 
and did not read through the " copy"—it 
is not probable that any further pro
ceedings will be taken in the matter. 

A resolution has been passed in the 
direction of securing permission, under 
certain regulations, for the working of 
mineral deposits in Indian reserves 
throughout British Columbia, such rules 
having been found highly desirable on 
the west coast of Vancouver island, 
where almost every bay or cove shelters 
a deserted rancherie. 

Tlie government has promised to take 
such action as will secure the preserva-
vation to mineral claim owners enlisting 
for South Africa, of their British Colum
bia properties free of accumulated char
ges, upon their return. With respect to 
such properties none of the ordinary 
mining laws will apply. 

Joe Martin more than ever now repre
sents a party of one. The government 
has ejected him; the opposition rejected 
him; the labor unions of Nanaimo last 
Saturday told him plainly that they no 
longer respected him, and therefore he 
feels dejected. 

John Marshall and Thos. P. Reed of 
Lillooet are the license commissioners 
for West Lillooet. 
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The second mortar for ten stamps for 
the McGillivray creek stamp mill arriv
ed Wednesday afternoon from Ashcroft. 
The most of the machinery has come 
and is being moved up the lakes as fast* 
as possible, R. T. Ward's horses and 
outfit from the Horsefly arrived Wednes
day and have been taken up to McGilli
vray creek to be used for hauling the 
machinery from Anderson lake to the 
mill site, a distance of four miles up tbe 
mountain. 

The full court last week at Vancouver 
delivered the decision that Judge Bole, 
county court judge of New Westminster, 
had not jurisdiction to sit in Vancouver 
county. The question of jurisdiction 
was brought up on the protest of the 
law society. 

THE VfJk BULLETIN. 

Ladysmith 26.—*he garrison is watch
ing General Bullets guns shelling the 
Boers who show po disposition to re
move their guns, bpt are mounting new 
ones and strengthening their positions. 
The British have greatly strengthened 
their fortifications,'which are now prac
tically impregnable. Fever has greatly 
diminished. 

London 26.—Orders have been sent to 
Aldershot to have the 4th cavalry divi
sion ready to embark for South Africa 
early in February. 

A despatch from Durban says the Boer 
losses on upper Tugela, fighting last Sun
day were very heavy and 130 dead were 
found in one trench. General Warren's 
men also captured 160 prisoners. 

London 27.—There is a report that 
Mafeking was relieved last Tuesday. 

Halifax. The steamship Pomeranian 
with 0tnal ian mounted rifles sailed for 
South Africa. 

Lorenzo Marques 26.—It is reported 
on good Transvaal authority that Mafe
king was relieved on January 23rd by a 
force from Rhodesia. 

London 27.—There are signs of an im
portant movement developing in Cape 
Colony. General jfrench has succeeded 
in getting in touch with Gen. Gatacre. 

London 29.—General Buller's des
patch to the war office states that Spion 
Kop was abandoned on account of lack 
of water aud inability to bring artillery 
there.s His whole force has withdrawn 
south of.Tugela river with viewof reach
ing Ladysmith by another route. 

London 30.—The war office publishes 
confirmation of the report that General 
Kelly-Kenny, commanding 6th division 
lias occupied Thebus, midway between 
General French and General Gatacre. 
Thebus is about 90 miles by railway 
irom Colesburg and 45 miles from Storm-
berg, where the Boers opposed to Gat
acre are supposed to be. 

Correspondents report Lyttleton's 
brigade still holds its original position at 
Poitgeters Drift showing part of Buller s 
forces are still north of the Tugela river* 

Montreal, 31. Steamer Laurentian 
with part of the second Canadian con
tingent, passed Cape Verde Islands this 
morning. All well. 

Ottawa, 31.—Colonel Steele, com
mander of Strathcona's Rangers, left 
today for the west. He says the last of 
the force could leave Calgary by Feb. 12. 
Offers from the west are pouring in. 

Ladysmith, 28.—News of the prolong
ation of the siege received with fortitude. 
We can hold on. The garrison's health 
is good and disease is disappearing. 

Capetown, 30.—General Buller is still 
holding the Tugela river drifts and will 
possibly renew the attempt to force a 
way through the Boer defences before 
long. 

London, 31.—A Capetown despatch 
says 150 American scouts have enlisted 
in the British forces. 

San Francisco, 31.—The steamer Aus
tralia, seven days from Honolulu, reports 
41 deaths from plague and a total of 52 
cases up to the time of her- departure. 

Capetown, 31.—The British forces 
with artillery, are reported to have oc
cupied Prieska on Orange river, one 
hundred miles below Orange river sta
tion and west of Kimberley. 

Bulawayo, Rhodesia, 20.—A message 

from Gabarones sayB news from Mafe
king January 17th. states: "All well 
during the past fortnight." 

London, 2.—The declaration of Mr. 
Wyndham, under secretary of war, in 
the house of commons, that Great Brit
ain will have, in a fortnight, 180,000 reg
ulars in South Africa; 7,000 Canadians 
and Australians and 26,000 South Afri
can volunteers, was received with won
derment. These troops, with 452 guns, 
are now there wilh the exception of 
about 18,000 afloat. The general tone 
of the morning papers is that these fig
ures will astonish the world. 

Cables received during the past twelve 
hours contain nothing new. 

The report that General Buller told 
his troops that he hoped to relieve Lady
smith within a week is confirmed. 

rtcOilllvrav Creek nines. 
Last Saturday evening R. T. Ward, 

Dr. F. S. Reynolds, R. M. Strauss and 
P. Bessout returned from the Brett 
group of claims on McGillivray creek 
where they had been a few davs exam
ining the property. Messrs. AVard and 
Reynolds are interested in the property 
and at present are putting in a twenty 
stamp mill to operate the mine. Two 
mill men were taken up to have the 
buildings, foundations, etc. put in shape 
for the machinery, which should be on 
the claims in a few weeks and the mill 
will be ready to start up by the first of 
April. A large quantity of ore is in the 
dump9 and the mine will be in shape to 
keep the mill supplied with ore. 

Mr. R. M. Strauss who visited the 
property is an expert lor Lane & Hay-
ward the well known mining men of 
California. He inspected the property 
for his firm and if his report is satisfac
tory to them they will take up the bond 
which Mr. Ward has on the property. If 
this company decide to take over the 
property, they will put in a large plant 
and develop and work on a large scale. 

Dr.ReynolJs and Mr. Strauss left Sun
day morning for Ashcroft, Mr. Ward 
leaving the same afternoon, although ex
pecting to return the firBt of the week. 
Mr. Ward will be between Lillooet and 
the mines more or less, until the mach
inery for the mill is in place and ready 
to work. 

The Brett property is all right and 
and the owners are assured of a good 
thing in the way of returns, for the ex
penditure in putting a stamp mill at 
work crushing the rich quartz taken 
from the ledges. 

Much has been said about the Brett 
group and all who have visited the prop
erty are more sanguine than ever as to 
the future of the claims. This creek 
will be the'scene of considerable excite
ment this season, and at present is the 
chief attraction for prospectors, miners 
and investors, and with the opening up 
of other properties, will improve the con
ditions around Lillooet considerably. 

LATE TELEQRAPH NEWS. 

Several people who had been enjoying 
China new years, and having overloaded 
themselves with free booze made a re
port to the magistrate this week. 

The Oayoosh creek wagon road is now 
in better shape than it was last week 
and freight ia being taken over it. 

Subscribe for The Prospector. 

Special to The Prospector. 

Victoria, Jan. 30—British Columbia's 
offer of a squadron of 177 rank and file 
for South Africa has been accepted. 
Victoria city will send fifty mounted 
men fully equipped. 

Victoria, 31.—The correspondence on 
which the government based enactment 
of the eight hour law in underground 
workings, has been laid before the legis
lature, comprising some sixty-five com
munications and a'most one hundred 
pages of typewriting. The chief effec
tive argument appears to have been 
resolutions of labor unions, who were 
finally informed that the government 
would leave it to the workers themselves 
to say through their representative 
bodies, whether the act should be made 
operative or not. I t is possible that the 
act will Vie so amended this session aa 
to apply only to deep workings. 

LOCAL ITEMS. 

ReV. J. S. Bastin held services in the 
school house last Sunday evening. 

A couple B. X. special stages were in 
town this week with commercial men. 

Born.—At Lillooet, B. C.,on Thursday 
February 1st, 1900, to the wife of Thos. 
H. Walters of a son. 

Mr. Charles Pennie, of Pennieston, 
who has been ill for several weeks is im
proved considerably. 

Harry Brett is agent for fruit and orn
amental trees, etc., and is stocking up 
the residents for a spring supply. 

Two residents of Hat creek Messrs. A. 
Radwell and P. Oldham have volunteer
ed their services for the war in South 
Africa. 

An epidemic of mumps has struck the 
Indians along the Bridge river trail. At 
present none of the Indians are very 
serious. 

John R. Williams left for the McGilli
vray creek t mines yesterday where he 
will be engaged in moving machinery 
from the lake to the mines. 

Donald FraBer was in town for a few 
days this week. He has been on Mc
Gillivray for some time opening up a 
claim in which he is interested. 

Mr. H. S. Southard who put in the 
hydraulic plant at the Fountain last 
spring is expected to return in a few 
weeks from Pennsylvania, where he has 
been during the winter. 

Rev. Mr. Lnidley of Ashcroft who was 
taken to the coast a couple weeks ago, 
had an operation performed, losing one 
of his eyes. Mr. Laidley is greatly im
proved and will be able to return to his 
home in Ashcroft shortly. 

Word was received Wednesday that 
Messrs. Hume and Stockand, who left 
for McGillivray tbe first of the week had 
their supplies stolen at the Portage. I t 
is supposed the Indians purloined the 
grub after it was unloaded from tbe boat. 


