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"D IME" NOVELS. 
St>-. Scott , of Kes iua . I.ends a War A. .a ius t 

Ti ieni iii the H o u s e - Mm-.nl ie 
L i terary Methods. 

There would now appear to be a 
prospect that the "dime novel" which 
sells a t five cents, and which has so 
long flourished even as the green bay 
tree, is to be an institution unknown 
to tho coming generation. At Ot
tawa recently Mr. Scott of Regina 
placed several questions on. the order 
paper of the House that bore a very 
apparent menace to the "Jesse 
James, " "Diamond Dick" and other 
l iterature of that ilk. 

Mr, Scott, hailing as he does from 
the "wild and woolly west" has 
probably had the experience out there 
of coming across runaway youngsters 
from the east, whose imaginations 
were fired by the perusal of the ex
ploits of Diamond Dick, to the point 
of a burning desire to emulate him 
and who left their homes with the 
idea of bossing the prairie and clean
ing up all the redskins in sight. Pos
sibly this explains why the first gun 
in a legislative warfare against the 
idols of juvenile fancy should be fired 
by a member who does not claim the 
*fi'ete east as his place of living. 

"Pernicious l i terature placed in 
the hands of the young" has long 
been a ripe theme for pulpit oratory, 
along with gambling und the baleful 
ciganette. It. is to be feared, how
ever, that the "back to the Sunday 
school" injunction in so far as his 
l i terature goes has been a wasted one 
on the small boy, who lias gone on 
_-cvellin._r in "Sombrero Sam," or the 
"Outlaws of the Foothi l ls," while 
"Jasper 's Sacrifice, or the Triumph 
of Doing Right," has been allowed to 
accumulate dust on the shelf of tho 
Sunday school library. Tens ol 
thousands of dime novels have been 
-confiscated by wrathy parents and 
put in the fire, but sphinx-like, titer* 
have arisen i'rom the ashes fresh ones, 
and the injured small boy has consol
ed hiss feelings with the next weokly 
number of his favorite library, seek
ing solitary and secluded enjoyment 
in the exploits of his heroes. 

I t is an inexpensive pastime, too. 
and therefore suited to the limited 
resources of the average youngster. 
Let him purchase one copy and he is 
sure of reading from three or four 
to a dozen other different numbers, 
just as his circle of acquaintances 
exttnds. There is a swapping sys
tem in vogue among boys that might 
be styled a community of interest, 
whereby each is the gainer and the 
good of each the good of all. 

Chicago has no great reputation 
for moral vigilance. [The Windy City 
is something of a byword, in fact. 
Yet the police authorities there have 
just got busy aud taken 29 book
sellers into custody for selling diinu 
novels. The action was taken a t 
the instigation of the Citizens' Mu
tual Alliance and warrant was found 
for the step in a statute prohibiting 
any person "exhibiting or selling on 
tiie highway or a t a place of bjusinesf, 
books, pamphlets, magadnes, or 
printed papers containing accounts 
and stories of criminal deeds, pic
tures, and deeds of bloodshed and 
crime." 

The preacher and the detective 
strike hands on the question of tho 
evil influence of the blood and thun
der literature. The former sees in 
such reading spiritual danger, the 
latter sees common sense- knocked out 
of the youth, with the dime novel 
mania, and in spirit fired to reckless 
emulation, good and bad. The de
tective force in New York is being 
continually troubled by would-be 
sleuths, who have stored their crani-
uins with Old Cap Collier lore and 
think they see in themselves the sub
tle gift of the human bloodhound. 
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Work lias been suspended 

0 

at tbe Maggie Mine, and all 

tbe men paid off. They 

readied Asbcroft last night, 

[ loth] and bave most of tbem 

left town. Tliose here do 

not know why work stopped, 

and are unable to confirm or 

deny tbe report tbat Mr. 

Rodgers is abandoning tbe 

property. None of tbe offic

ials of the company are in 
: town today, so no authorita

tive statement can be o b -
I 

tamed. Journal. 

! Jerry Collins, section fore-

jman at Thompson., while us-
i, 
ing a dipnet, salmon fishing 

i 

.Saturday Sept. 9, slipped in-

jto tbe river and was drown

ed, Tbe body bad not been 

recovered. A widow and 3 

children are left bereaved. 

A few days ago at one of 

the construction camps on 

tbe Nicola railway, about a 

i mile from Spouce's Bridge, 

two men, Hopcroftand Olsen 

bad a drunken row, in wbicb 
i 
! tbe former Was fatally shot. 
j J 

.Olsen will be tried on Oct. '**_ 

at Clinton. Tbe Prentice 

case will probably come up, 

at that time and place. 
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CLARKE & C O , 

CHEMISTS AND DRUGGISTS, 

XiirXiOC-ST, - - IB. O. 

SURPRISED MR. HANCOCK. 

HE FINDS MR. SMITH CURTIS 

HAS A BIG JUDGMENT. 

A name famous in tlie political 
history of British Columbia, that 
of Mr. Smith Curtis, came up 
iu supreme court chambers on 
Tuesday morning, [12tli] in tlie 
course of the hearing* of an appli
cation to set aside the winding-
up order iu re the lowa-Lillooel 
Gold Company. 

Rather a curious story, too, 
was connected with it. Oul)' yes
terday Charles T. Hancock, one 
of the principals ia the fight for 
possession of the company, was 
reading over au affidavit made 
by tlie other side, when lie came 
across the statement that Mr. 
Smith Curtis had given notice of 
attachment of any sums due him 
by the company. This was in 
pursuance of a judgment for 
121,000.00 obtained liy Mr. Cur
tis some weeks ago. Up to that 
moment Mr. Hancock had never 
heard that any such judgment 
had ever been entered against 
him. When he came to inquire 
into the mutter he was advised 
to take action to have the judg
ment set aside. World. 

Of course, Liquidator Hancock 
will not refer to this, as a preced
ent. He might plead thab as 1 
order was set aside on 1 side, the 
other side set 1 aside, besides. 

Or liquidate Lhe judgment. 

How about this winding-up ? 
We wind up our watches for a 
day's run ! Will it he so, with 

the dredge? 

Tlie Prospector is abo,u(t run 
down, and needs winding up ! 

If Hancock takes half a day 
to read a haffidavit, how long to 
peruse a whole one ? 

Did the Provisional-,)' Liquefier* 
have fin inkling* of the future of 
the Iowu-Lillooet, when (lining 
the days of construction he so 
often cried, "let's liquidate." 

LAW IN MUNKYDUM. 

S,i cinl At tent ion to Filling 

Tnis-es and Spectacle*. 
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THE RIGHT MAN 

IN T H E RIGHT PLACE. 

JUDGMENTS RARELY SET ASIDE. 

Did you hear ahout thut raqe, 
which has such an admirable 
legal system. They believe, how-
ever, that the seat of the intellect 
is not the head, but the tail. 

An offender was sentenced to 
have his tail cut off,—and also 
his head; but his lawyer saved 
his life. By prompt action, us 
soon ns the first part of the sen
tence was executed the judgment 
was set aside, because, you see. 
he was of unsound mind,— 
his intellect completely gone, 

The following excerpt from .**_ 

letter from Rev. John II. Wright, 

Vernon, to a. Lillooet friend, will 

lie interesting to many;— 

"Our membership has risen in 

16 months from 60 to 115. Our 

Sunday school has doubled in 

attendance. We liave Epworth 

league, church and cottage pray

er meetings, Ladies' Aid Society, 

ii.nd Wonians' Missionary Sqcjety 

in full swing, and Inst Sunday 

evening at a. muss meeting in (lie 

Oddfellows' Hall, the Lord s _';ty 

Alliance Secretary address.';! an 

audience ol 34.-0 people, who gave 

a collection of $55 to (any ou 

Alliance work. We are mav en

gaged in paying off the last iteia 

of debt on our church property, 

and by December of this year wd 

shall be free of debt. Four new 

preaching appointments have 

been opened in this locality, and 

we will shortly have a young 

mnn on the field to take up tlie 

outside work." 


