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UR WILFRID LAURIER TO 
SILENCE ANNEXATION CRY 

retnier Will Make Statement in House Early Next 
Week Which Will Forever Put Away Idea 

of Annexation by the States 

It is understood that early nexl week, 
Sir Wilfrid Laurier will make a state
ment on the question, which will for 
ever put away any idea of the annexation 
of Canada by the United States. 

The strong support which the recip
rocity treaty is receiving throughout 
the country is a matter of satisfaction 
to the Government. It is accepted as 
an evidence that the country is looking 
to the Government to prosecute the 
matter and achieve results. 

Special to the Optimist) 
(ttawa, Feb. IS.—The continued talk 
annexation which is being fostered 

i the Conservative press in their 
[ortj to cause a resentment to the 

leaty in Canada, is making itself felt. 
the Liberal accept President Tuft's 
mage as a true statement of the 

JelinRsof Washington, but at the same 
|mi; they recognise the danger of an 

ml I" ignorance and passion. 

LIGHT TEST 
LAST NIGHT 

NKW ENGINE AND DYNAMO HAD 
PRELIMINARY CANTER 

'ill Now Toke Time to "Tune Up" 
Ihe Plant Before it Will Be in a 
Position to Give Regular Service -
Evtrythini; Worked. 

Everything at the electric light station 
Has in readiness for turning on the 
htcam l:i-t night, and as permission 
|ias rto« irrived from the Government 
Boiler tmpector to run the plant, Mr. 
Burns took the opportunity of running 

latest with the current on over the whole 
I lira*. 

Though newly erected and not yet 
llunwl up to their task, engine and 
I dynamo are running very smoothly, 
land as soon as the engineer in charge 
1 has all the electrical portion of the plant 
I thoroughly tuned up, the full strength 
j ol the light cun he given. 

The tuning up process will not take 
I long, and the better it is attended to 
I now the more satisfactory will be the 
I result. Meanwhile the energies of the 
| engineers are being unsparingly exerted 
j to have the plant perfect for the start 
Proper. 

To Instal Masonic Officer* 
On Wednesday night the installation 

|of ollinrs ;,t Kaien Chapter of Royal 
•web Manna will take place. Excellent 
''•'-' Principal, Judge F. McB. Young 
•nil be the installing officer. 

VANCOUVER TO 
HOLD BIG SHOW 

"MADE IN CANADA" EXPOSITION 
NEXT JUNE 

Big Industrial Feature* Will Be 
Used to Show Vancouver's Progress 
During Twenty-five Yeara. Will 
Run Big Excuraiom. 

iSpecial to the Optimisti 

Vancouver, Feb. 18. The city coun
cil have just decided upon a great 
celebration next June of the progress 
made in the city during the past twenty-
five years. It will take the form of 
a big "Made in Canada" exposition 
to be held from June 14 to li'.. It will 
open on the twenty-fifth anniversary 
of the big fire, and end on Coronation 
Day. 

Arrangements are being made for 
big industrial features, and excursions 
will be run from all points to Vancouver. 

SHIPPING REPORTS 
From the Dominion Government Wire-

lea* Station* 

(At S A. M.) 
Ikeda - Uriz-ding, calm. Bar. 'Ml.40, 

ther. 42. Heavy swell. 
Triangle -Fog, east wind, 16 

Bar. 29.82, ther. 36. Heavy-
Spoke steamer North Western 
Triangle midnight north hound. 

Estevan Foggy, west wind. 
30.12, iher. 40. Heavy swell. 

Tatoosh Cloudy, north east, 12 
Bar. 30.50, ther. 10. Sea smooth 
steamer Watson 7 p.m. Out; 
schooner during night 

Pachena Bain, south east. 
30.10, ther. 88. Heavy swell. 

I'oint Grey Cloudy, calm. 
30.50, ther. 50. 

I'oint Grey-Cloudy, calm. 
30.50, ther. 50. 

Cape Lazo-Cloudy, north west. 
30.55. ther. 33. Sea smooth. 

(At Noon I 

Dead Tree Point Misty, south west 
wind. Light swell. 

Ikeda Misty, west. Bur. 30.46, ther. 
46. Light swell. 

Triangle -Cloudy, easl 18 miles. Bar. 
29.96, ther. 89. Light swell. 

Eslevun Overcast, west 6miles. Bar. 
30.10, ther. 45. Light swell. 

Pachena Clear, south east. Bar. 
30.18, ther. 45. Sea smooth. 

Tatoosh Clear, north east 13 miles. 
Bar. 30.53, ther. 45. Sea smooth. 

Point Grey - Clear, north west. Bar. 
30.54, ther. 45. S|-oke Prince George 
at 11 a.m. 

Cape Lazo -Cloudy, south east. Bar. 
30.60, ther. 43. Sea moderate. 
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SAYS CONSERVATIVES TRIED 
TO STEAL ALL THE SEATS 

Sensational Charges Brought in the Manitoba Legis
lature by Molloy, New Member for Laverandrye 

—Frustrated a Ballot Box Conspiracy 
Special to the Optimist. 

Winnipeg, Feb. 18. A sensation was 
sprung on the Legislature today by W. 
Molloy, the new member for Laver-
andryo, who charged the Conservatives 
with having tried to steal every seat 
in the province of Manitoba. He 
declared that in his own constituency, 
his election was only made possible 
hy lhe discovery of a widespread con
spiracy to tamper wilh the ballot boxes, 
which he discovered and frustrated. 

A statement of his that he did not 
care whether the boundaries of Manitoba 
were ever extended, "as the country to 
the north is practically valueless," called 
forth government protests. 

Newton, the new member for Russell, 
had counter charges of a serious char
acter to make. He declared that the 
Dominion Land Inspectors had tried 
to interfere wilh the election in his 
constituency. 

EMPRESSES TO COAL SUPPLY FOR 
COME OFF RUN1 PRINCE RUPERT 

WILL BE REPLACED BY TWO MILLION DOLLAR COMPANY IS 
LARGER AND FASTER BOATS BEING FORCED 

New Boata Will Make Yokohama Hnve* Nine Square Milea of Coal on 
Trip in Ten Daya -Old Boata to Be Graham Uland Will Build Siowa 
Placed on Bermuda Run in the and Ship to Princo Rupert Direct— 
Spring of 1912. Propoaition Look* Good. 

HUGE DEATH ROLL 

Manchurian Viceroy Reporta Plague 
Kills Sixty-five Thousand 

Pekin, Feb. 18.--The terrific ravages 
wrought by bubonic plague during 
thc recent outbreak in Manchuria can 
bc judged by the viceroy's estimate 
of deaths there due to the scourge, ln 
his report he puts the total for .Manchuria 
at no fewer than 65,000. Besides this 
huge total, foreign officers in the district 
declare that over 1000 more have died 
in the territory inside lhe great wall. 

PUBLIC MONEY IS GIVEN 
TO FIGHT SOCIALISM 

I Action of Agent General at London i» Violently At
tacked in Legislature—Boy Scouts and Salvation 

Army Are Also Criticised by Members 
General Baden-l'owell "the butcher of 
Mafeking" and saying that the move
ment had for its object the training of 
the boys of Canada in the art of mur
dering their fellow men. 

The Salvation Army also came in 
for criticism at thc hands of Jardine, 
who opposed the vote of $50,000 for 
immigration. Hc claimed that the 
Salvation Army tended to disrupt the 
labor market Baying hc had seen an 
advertisement in a Vancouver paper 
to the efTect that the Army could "supply 
any kind of labor" at what he called 
their "bed bug ranch on Homer street." 

special to the Optimist) 

Victoria, Feb. 18.-Because the Lon-
'"" A»W (ieneral of the Province of 

1 A subscribed two pounds of 
-jy to the Anti-Socialistic 

""ine, Hawthornthwaite in the Legis-
<• '"st night made a slashing attack 

B. c . 
public n...!,i-y 

uP"n ihe 
t''6,0(lli. 

agent-general's estimates for 
He spoke strongly of the at-

nisk I. Government in passing 
•*""••• in the agent-general's ex-
••'••ount, and opposed the entire PUlle 

Pant 

J " [he course of the speech he at-
lh« hoy scout movement calling 

TO PUT STOP TO POACHING 

Government Announces Increased 
and More Effective Meaaurea 

(Special to the Optimist) 

Ottawa, Feb. 18.-Hon. Mr. Brodeur, 
Minister of Fisheries and Marine, an
nounced in the House today, in reply 
to a question by Mr. J. 1). Taylor of 
New Westminster, that thc Government 
were arranging increased and more 
effective measures to put a stop to fish 
poaaching on the banks off Vancouve 
Island. 

MAY FIGHT CHINA 

Russia Is Contemplating an Ultima
tum May Cause Trouble 

(Special to the Optimisti 

St. Petersburg, Feb. 18. -It is semi
officially announced hew that unless 
China yields to Russian demands before 
March 1st, lhat an ultimatum will be 
sent to Pekin. The European powers 
who are watching the Eastern situation 
are said to have warned Russia that any 
aggressive action will be sure to he 
followed by an outbreak of hostilities 
on the part of the Chinese. 

'Special to the Optimist. 
Victoria, Feb. 18. Arrangements have 

been completed for the withdrawal of 
the C. P. R. steamers, Empress of China 
and Empress of India, from the Pacific 

i service in the spring of 1912. Their 
places will be taken by two new und 
modern liners, fast enough to make the 

: Yokohama trip within ten days. 
The two Empresses are to be taken 

1 round Cape Horn, and placed on the 
•un from St. John, N. B.. to Bermuda, 
via Boston and Jamaica. Later on the 
Empress of Japan will be superseded 
and placed on the Wesl Indian run. 

WAS MARRIAGE A FAILURE 

', Supposed Attempt at Suicide After 
One Month's Wedded I.ifr 

Vancouver, Feb. 18. Only a month 
ago a young man named Jack I.iddell 
residing at 1251 Harris street was 

1 married. Yesterday it is alleged that 
he tried to l-nnimil suicide by drinking 

! acetic acid. His bride, it is said, left 
1 him shortly after the marriage, and 
worry over this is sup|iosed to have 

', depressed the husband. 

Vancouver, Feb. 17. A company is 
now in course of promotion to supply 
coal to the Prince Rupert murkit. 
The name of lhe company is ihe Ctn-
adian North Pacific Corri any. Lid., 
with an authorised capital of *1,000.CU0, 
with head office at 85 Hastings street 
west. The company controls nine 
square miles of coal land on Graham 

Island, Immediately "i podU Prince 
Rupert City, und will be but 60 n.iles 
distant by bont or ferry-

It is the intention nf the manage
ment of the company to open up the 
six-foot warn of coal which outcrops nt 
the upper end of the property and sea 
front. The fact that the property has 
four miles fronting on deep sea removes 
any hindrance to development work 
through absence of a railroad, since it 
is possible to dump roal direct from 
this coal seam into the boats. 

There is an abundance of thi* finest 
timber on the property, which will 
prove most useful in the development 
of the property within lhe mine itself 
and in building piers, wharves and 
scows. 

BARQUENTINE IN DISTRESS 

James Tuft in Tow of the U. S. 
"Snohomish" Off Cape Flattery 

(Special to the Optimist) 

Seattle, Feb. 18—Forced to return 
because of the great storms that are 
sweeping the coasts of Northern Culi-
fornia, the bnrquenline James Tuft 
was sighted off Cape Flattery last night 
Hying signals of distress. The U. S. 
revenue cutter Snohomish went to her 
assistance and is towing her in. The 
J nines Tuft left Tacoma on February 
2nd with a cargo of lumber for Australia. 

NEW STEAMSHIP SERVICE 
PRINCE RUPERT TO CHINA 

' 
Important Announcement is Made in Montreal—In

fluential British Capitalists Behind It—Will 
Go Northerly to Yezzo and Lian Chou 

'Special to the Optimisti 

Montreal, Feb. 18. Following the 

news of Sir Wilfrid Laurier's motion in 

that H. Wentworth Clayton, a well 
known British capitalist is behind the 
promotion, and is acting on behalf 

the House of Commons lo vote an annual j o f » syndicate of British financiers. 
Arrangements are being made [or the 
building of a fleet of modern freight 
and passenger steamers. 

It is intendid to have the ve-iels 
start from I'rince Rupert and take in 
the most northerly and direct route 
to thc East. They will call at Yerao, 
the most northerly of the large islands 
in the Japanese group, and make Liuu 
Chnu in Northern China their terminus, 
Connecting there with distributing lines. 

subsidy of $75,000 a year for ten years 
to any steamship company thai will 
open up a trade between ports on the 
coast of British Columbia and China 
and Japan, comes the announcement 
of the promotion of a steamship line 
which is to have Prince Rupert as its 
headquarters. 

So far, the promotion has been kept 
very secret. It is now known, however, 


