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TO PROHIBIT COAL STAKING 
ON LANJK UNDER RESERVE 

Amendment to Land Bill Introduced in Legislature-
Proposed to Increase the Cost of the Coal 

Land by Ten Dollars an Acre 
—Member to Visit 

Asylum 

Special to the Optimiat 
Victoria, Feb. 25 -A bill to amend 

thi* Land Act was brought down for a 
mond reading by Hon. W. R. Ross, 
Minister »f Lands, yesterday after
noon. The principal feature of the bill 
is that ii in'tiliibits coal staking on lands 
which are at present under -reserve.and 
reduces the urea of land leases from 
1,000 acre- to 840 acres. 

Hon. Mr. Ross also introduced an 
intendment to the Coal Mines Act in-
treMing tin- price of coal lands from $5 
tn |1S an acre, and from $10 to $20 an 
aero. 

He alio introduced a new bill author
ising the issuance of maps for the 
Bulkley Valley district. The 

|. of the bill if it passes will be to 
open tin' Valley to settlement. 

Hun. 11. E. Young, Minister of Edu-
Mtiiiii, brought in a bill to set aside 175 

•acres on the western edge of Point 
|Crey which passed its second reading. 

This morning most of the members 
Attended the ceremony of laying the 
Bnuinlatiiin shine for the new Insane 
IHo-.pit.il nt li.ipiitlam. 

Canada's Trade lncrca.es 
Ottawa, Feb. 25—According to ofri-

Icial reports made public to-day, the. 
foreign trade of Canada shows an In-
erease of i.D, 144,380 for the past ten 

Jmomhs. The total for the ten montliB 
i s (684,481.076. 

Special Coronation Stamp 
Ottawa, Feb. 25—In honor of the 

Coronation of His Majesty King George 
IV. there will be a special issue of post-
luge itampi with appropriate designs. 
•This announcement waa made in the 
Botue of Commons today by Hon. Ru-
|dol|ih Lemieux. He alao took the oc-
lasion to announce that the salaries of 
Imail clerks, sorters, stampers and let-
|ter carriera are to be increased. 

I TRAIN WRECK NEAR HALIFAX 

|Two Persons Kilfed and a Score are 
Injured in Smash 

Special to thc Optimist 
Halifax, Feb. 25—A serious wreck 

|on the Halifax and South Western oc-
prtd late laat night. A mixed train 
Iran off the track near the city and sev
eral of the cars, freight-laden with 
lliimiier, together with one passenger 
lc°arh, fell , | „w n a n embankment. Tbe 
PNckage caught fire and the unfortun
ate panengen imprisoned in the coach 
Iw-reuiil.1 rescued by smashing in the 
Iroof of l he car. Over twenty passeng
er" With broken arms, legs and skulls 
PMe dragged out. Two pasaengera 
|are dead, 

Charge Waa Dismissed 
'Ht'iv.a. Feb. 25-The charge of for-

r"* 1;
]
1"1 BB«met Major Arnold was dis-

ImiUl. t l" 'P° l i c e co-rt today. The 
I "Write found there was no case. 

G -. Guthrie's Body Found 
¥»couver, Feb, 2 5 - A body, bcliev-

IhLr? l , , a t o f G • •*• Guthrie, who haa 
l"«n ml.,ln8 for the past six weeks, 

I nor. "" l , ,a t inK i n Burrard Inlet thia 

FOURTEEN MINERS DEAD 

Victims of Fire at Belmont Mine, 
Nevada 

(Special to thc Optimist) 
Tonopah, Feb. 25. -Fourteen dead 

bodies of miners who perished in the 
fire at the Belmont mine yesterday 
were brought to the surface today. 
The bodies were all scorched by the 
flames. 

ALBERTA MINERS 
GO ON A STRIKE 

SIX HUNDRED QUIT WORK AT 
THE FRANK MINES 

Feared That the Whole of the Crow's 
Nest Pass District Will be Affected 
—Trouble Over Delay in Revising 
the Wage Scale. 

(Special to thc Optimisti 
Winnipeg, Feb. 26. - News haa reached 

here by wire from Frunk, Alberta, thut 
six hundred miners have gone out on 
strike, and that within a few days the 
whole of thc Crow's Nest Pass disirict 
will lie affoctoed. 

The trouble arises over the delays iu 
arranging the new wage scale. The 
men declare they have now abandoned 
hope of a new scale being agreed upon, 
and therefore will not remain at work 
any longer. 

SENATE COMMITTED TRIES 
TO STIFLE RECIPROCITY 

Finance Committee Reports Bill "Without Recom
mendation"—An Amusing Resolution from 

Toronto—Vancouver Board of Trade 
Votes Down An Anti-Recipro

city Resolution 

(Special to the Optimist) 
Washington, Feb. 24. -The opponents 

on reciprocity in the Senate tried to give 
the proposed trade agreement its quiet
us tonight when the McCall bill was 
reported late in the evening by the 
Committee on Finance, "without recom
mendation." This of course will not 
prevent an active debate on the subject 
when the Senate takes up the subject, 
but thc fact that no recommendation 
is made is an evidence thai t he opponents 

IN SUPPORT OF RECIPROCITY 
PUBLIC MEETING IN McINTYRE HALL SUPPORTS A RESOLUTION EN

DORSING PROPOSALS FOR FREER TRADE 

VOTE WAS A UNANIMOUS ONE 
In Lengthy Address Mr. J. S. Cowper Dealt With Some of the Principles and Issues 

Bound Up With Reciprocity Proposals—Showed That It Was Necessary 
to Develop the Fisheries of Northern British Columbia— 

Resolution Was Sent By Wire to Ottawa 

RESOLVED: That this meeting of 
the citizens of Prince Rupert, held 
tinder the auspices of the Prince 
Rupert Liberal Association, do here
by express our strong approval of 
the Reciprocity or Freer Trade agree
ment so skillfully framed by the 
representatives of Canada, covering 
the policy approved by both political 
parties since Confederation, the 
ratification of which we believe will 
increase .the material and financial 
welfare of Canada while in no way 
interfering with Canada's autonomy 
or imperilling the Imperial Prefer
ence which Canada at the instance 
of the Liberal Party has freely given 
to Great Britain. 

Above ia the text of the resolution 
passed unanimously by a large and 
representative meeting of Prince Rupert 
citizens at the close of an able edu
cational address on Reciprocity by 
Mr. J. S. Cowper. Thc resilution was 
moved by Mr. 0. R. Naden. and second
ed by Dr. Kergin. 

Prince Rupert is keenly alive to the 
inportamce of the reciprocity question 
and in spite of the potent counter 
attraction of the Hospital Opening 
supper and dance, the Mclntyre Hall 
was thronged last night by an enthu
siastic audience anxious to hear the 
treatment of thc subject by Mr. Cowper. 

The speaker of the evening was 
introduced by Mr. A. J. Morris. Pres
ident of thc Liberal Association, who 
called attention to the fact that the idea 
and actual practice of reciprocity ar
rangements with the United tates 
are by no means new and unt ricd. Under 
Conservative regime in 1854 and for 
a period of twelve years thereafter, 
reciprocity in natural roducts had 
been in operation between Canada and 
the United States successfully. States
men since then have been continually 

endeavoring to renew the arrangement. 
"Now under Sir Wilfrid Laurier," said 
Mr. Morris," it looks as if a renewal 
were to be arranged." 

Speech by Mr. J. S. Cowper 
In opening his speech, Mr. J. S. 

Cowper complimented the iieople of 
Canada and of British Columbia es
pecially, for the way in which they had 
refused to be stampeded on the recip-
procity question. People usually paid 
little attention lo economic questions, 
assuming that they were difficult for 
any but legislators to understand. Even 
two such orators as Cobden and Bright 
with so clear a case as that for the repeal 
of the Corn Laws, found it took seven 
years to convince thc people of England 
that a whole loaf was better than half 
a loaf. 

The Tariff Idea 
Dealing with hia subject, he showed 

how the very origin of the word showed 
that it was originally used lo denote 
a tax which the Moorish conquerors 
of Spain exacted on all imports aa they 
passed in at the gate of Spain at Tarifa. 
Hc traced the growth of the tariff idea 
showing h w as the era of manufacturing 
hurst on the world, the theory was 
advocated that as those nations which 
were manufacturing most were the 
wealthiest therefore a "balance of 
trade" must be observed. 

Any nation which exported more than 
it imported waa looked upon as pros
perous, on the general theory that they 
were selling more than they were buy
ing. Accordingly the tariff was used to 
artificially restrict imports. The theory 
was at first Right a reasonable one, but 
there was a defect in the argument. A 
nation was not a department store, it 
was a consumer. The goods which 
the tariff sought to restrict were good 
things which thc nation needed. If 
a nation succeeded in exchanging ils 

products for a larger value of goods 
which il needed it was good business, 
and the nation benefited. 

Increases Cost of Living 
The effect of the tariff he pointed out 

was to increase the cost of living. It 
was a tax on thc necessaries of life, just 
as clearly as if the taxpayer stood in 
the doorway of every store and levied 
a toll on every purchase made. Where 
the goods had not actually paid a tax 
to the Government their cost had been 
brought up to the cost ol the imported 
goods which had borne taxation. That 
and not the prime cost of the products 
determined the selling value. 

Jolted the Premier 
Premier McBride had bemoaned in 

the Legislature that the agreement 
would be followed by an inundation 
of poultry and dairy products from 
California, Oregon and Washington. 
This vision of crates of eggs and bales 
of turkeys coming into British Columbia 
without paying tolls to the C. P. R. 
seemed to bc a fearful one for the Hon. 
Richard. But how could they come? 
Only because thc people of B. C. wanted 
them. And the people of B. C. would 
only want them if (hey were fresher or 
cheaper eggs and turkeys than those 
which were brought from the East. 

For Natural Trade 
That somwhat erratic genius Stephen 

Leacock in an hysterical appeal on 
behalf of reciprocity had told thc people 
that for half a century we had struggled 
to carry on trade in defiance of the laws 
of geography. Well we would struggle 
no longer. We would let trade take 
ils natural course. The dairy farmers 
of the East would not worry. They 
would have a market of ninety million 
people thrown open to them just across 

or reciprocity have got a grip on the 
Finance Committee in (he Senate. 

Ottawa Is Interested 
Ottawa. Feb. 25. The action of the 

Finance Committee of the United States 
Senate in reporting the McCall bill 
"without recommendation" has aroused 
much interest here. The leaders of 
tho reciprocity movement in the House 
express regret that the committee did 
not see their way lo make a favorable 
recommendation, but they are sanguine 
as to the final outcome of the bill when 
il gets before the Senate. The recip
rocity debate was laid over for today 
in order that the appropriations might 
be put through. 

A Little Ahead of Time 
Toronto, Feb. 25. The Toronto bran-

h of the United Empire Loyalists 
Association last night patted B strong 
resolution condemning reciprocity on 
the ground that a "preferential tariff 
from Great Britain will soon be granted 
to this country if Canada continues to 
stand by the Empire." 

Vancouver Supports It 
Vancouver, Feb. 25. The Vancouver 

Board of Trade by a vote of 10 to 7 
have voted down a resolution condemn
ing reciprocity which a member in
troduced. 

MEN ON STRIKE 
AT KITSELAS 

MUCKERS AND MACHINE MEN 
LAY DOWN THEIR TOOLS 

(CONTINUKD ON LAST PAOK 

Claim. That Work is so Hazardous 
That Increased Wages Should be 
Paid—Several Men Have Been 
Killed Lately. 

Claiming that the hazardous nature 
of the work entitles them to more pay, 
the men employed on the contract for 
building the Kitselas tunnel have gone 
out on strike. Eight men have been 
killed there during the pust month. 

The machinists who have been get
ting from $,'! to $4 a day demand $5, 
and the muckers an increase from %li 
to $5.50. The increase has not been 
granted, and some of the men have 
returned to town. 

This morning a train load of men went 
up the line. It is believed they arc to 
replace thc ranks of thc men on strike. 

SECOND HIGHWAYMAN DIES 

Was Shot in Battle With Seattle Po
lice Thursday Night 

(Special to the Optimist) 
Seattle, Feb. 26. The third victim 

of the battle between the police and the 
highwaymen took place at the hospital 
last night when John Ford, the second 
of the pair of highwaymen died as the 
result of his wounds. Police Officer 
John Davis, and Ford's companion had 
previously died. 

Just before he died, Ford asked thc 
nurse to notify his mother who lives 
in Cleveland. Previously he had given 
his name as Forger. 


