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KAIEN ISLAND 
CLUB OPENING 

NUMBER WALK THROUGH THE 
NEW BUILDING 

Club Reported Out of Debt . -Formal 
Opening the Occasion For a Grand 
Bal|, After Which One Will Be 
Given Monthly. 

The announcement of a meeting of the 
Mw ten Island Club on Saturday 
seemed to be taken as a general in
vitation to visit the club rooms. Whether 
this was so or not the club was ready 
to entertain and did entertain over a 
hundred people whose curiosity had been 
excited by the large building on Second 
avenue. President Roerig was on hand 
with several efficient aids, and they 
were forced by circumstances into the 
role of town lot promoters who say "Here 
will be the Town Hall," here the Grand 
Trunk million dollar hotel," and so forth. 

But not so much "so forth," for there 
was evidence in sight of what will be 
in abundance, all things takon into con
sideration. Of course the visitors did not 
walk on the Kolignor rugs costing 
about two hundred dollars a front foot 
that the club may or not have hereafter, 
but of the early growing garden variety 
of rug the club seems to have a corner 
on the market. 

These were for the informal opening 
only, and in time the club may arrive 
at a stage of atheletic culture which 
may decree that its beautiful floors— 
they are really beautiful—should not 
be covered but merely accentuated by 
rugs of the priceless type intended to 
carry the prayers of the Most Faithful 
to the One. 

The hangings show no orginality as 
most of the leading clubs have adopted 
this same fabric, but in the design there 
was scope for taste and the bustling 
Nickerson seems to have selected the 
the most chaste Madras that is called 
upon to pay customs duty. 

Where all the growing flowers and 
potted plants came from is certainly 
something of a mystery. Surely they were 
not borrowed for the occasion. Even 
f they were the club is now bound 
to maintain this order of decoration, for 
these plants, in their Majolica terra 
cotta and silver pots lend much to the 
general homelike effect of the club rooms. 

The gynasium is a well lighted room 
50 x 60 feet, pannelled from flooring to 
the centre of its domelike ceiling. On 
Saturday evening when President Roerig 
and "Booster" Nickerson were showing 
It to the ladies it was encumbered with a 
Punching bag arrangement, two sets 
"Pulleys, trapeze, horizontal bar, boxing 
6l°ves, fencing foils, feather and excelsior 
mattresses and the paraphernalia for 
e«ry kind of stunt that fills several 
Pages of the Sunday papers on the out
side. 

President Roerig explained that all 
h>swou.dbe cleared away when the 
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' •< Partition of heavy baulks, 

and the settees, the chairs, the mantle 
are all of the simple but most impres-
pive Mission style. In the reading room 
is a very large table already well strewn 
with the current literature of the day. 

From this one enters the music room, 
where there is a nine hundred dollar 
Heintzman piano with an attachment by 
means of which Jim Ross can play nearly 
as well as Paderewski. Everywhere 
else in the club there are divans and 
Morris chairs and that sort of luxurious 
fittings. But here the chairs are small, 
and the tables are small and extremely 
suggestive—although, perhaps, the club 
did not intend such wickedness—of 
bridge whist and 

Just over head of this and adjoining 
the gymnasium generally and ballroom 
occasionally, is a large room that is to 
be the dining room, with a commodious 
kitchen, butler's pantry and so on. The 
mistake was made in not putting this 
at the other end of the ballroom, and 
running out an extension of fifty feet 
on stilts so as to give an opportunity for 
studying moonlight effects on the harbor 
between dances. Whether this will 
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CITY WILL BUY 
B. C. CO. POLES 

COUNCIL OFFER $5,500 FOR SER

VICEABLE PLANT 

Impromptu Meeting of Mayor and 
Aldermen With Co's Representative 
On Saturday. Matter Comes Up 
At City Council Tonight. 

After a survey of the boilers and plant 
of the burned out B. C. Tie and Lumber 
Co's mill on Saturday, and a further in
spection of the pole line, the mayor and 
council with Messrs. G. I. Wilson, 
James Ironside and Robert Kelly held 
an impromptu meeting in the afternoon 
to discuss the proposed purchase by the 
city of this plant which under charter 
it is incumbent on the city to buy. 

"The boilers" said the mayor this 
morning, "and some portions of the 
plant are apparently in fairly good and 
serviceable condition, and no doubt the 
pole line can be made use of. It is of 
course compulsory under the charter 
that the city Bhould purchase this plant, 
and after considering its value to us 
we decided to make an offer, to the 
gentlemen representing the B. C. Tie 
and Lumber Co., of $5,500 for the 
serviceable portions of the plant and pole 
line. 

This offer was made at the council's 
impromptu meeting on Saturday, as the 
party were anxious to get away by the 
Prince George. The offer was not, how
ever, made formally according to council 
procedure rules. Most of the council 
members were present, and most of the 
members of the telephone and lighting 
committee. The proposal to purchase 
the B. C. Tie and Lumber Co's salved 
plant and pole line at $6,500 has been 
formally referred to the Telephone and 
Lighting Committee for report, but it is 
understood that the committee is to re
commend this purchase. 

"It is also understood that the re
presentatives of the B. C. Tie and Lumber 
Co., have accepted informally, and will 
formally accept the city's offer. The 
matter will come up before the council 
tonight in the form of the Telephone and 
Lighting committee's report and re
commendation, and on the return of 
M. G. I. Wilson with Mr. Ironside and 
Mr. Kelly from Stewart the final ar
rangements affecting the purchase will j 
be concluded." 

INDUSTRY FOR 
PRINCE RUPERT 

JAMES CARRUTHERS PARTNER 
OF SIR GEORGE DOUGHTY 

Company Has Already Been Formed 
With Capital of a Million to Es
tablish Canadian Fisheries and 
Cold' Storage Company Here. 

FLYING OVER IRISH SEA 

Aviator Comes Within Three Hun
dred Yards of Succeeding 

(Special to the Optimist) • 
London, Sept. 12.—Aviator Lorainp. 

who is also a well known actor, failed in 
his attempt to fly across the Irish Sea 
by only three hundred yards. He claims 
that his gasoline tank leaked. He announc 
es that he will make the attempt again 
in another week. 

That a fishing industry on a very 
big scale is to be established at Prince 
Rupert is now something more than 
a possibility, says the Vancouver Pro
vince. A company has been formed under 
the designation of the Canadian Fisheries 
and Cold Storage Company with a 
capital of $1,000,000} and with such men 
as Sir George Doughty and Mr. James 
Carruthers a grain exporter of Montreal, 
behind the scheme,there is some guarantee 
of a permanent and paying industry for 
Prince Rupert. 

Mr. James Carruthers is one of the 
few outsiders who accompanied the 
Grand Trunk Pacific party on its trip 
to the north and to a Province rep
resentative at the Hotel Vancouver 
he made known his scheme to estab
lish fisheries off Prince Rupert. He 
stated that already 1000 feet of fron
tage have been, secured on the wharf 
at Prince Rupert, and he is very san
guine as to the successful outcome 
of the scheme. Not only Prince Ru
pert or even British Columbia will 
be benifitted, he said, but the whole 
of the Dominion will feel the effect. 
Mr. Carruthers expressed the opinion 
that the fisheries at Prince Rupert 
have been overlooked and neglected 
by capitalists and he thinks the scheme 
inaugurated by Sir George Doughty 
will give an impetus to the industry 
which has great possibilities and will 
stand tremendous expansion. 

Mr. Carruthers criticised the atti
tude of the Prince Rupert city coun
cil in its attitude to the G. T. P. when 
assessing its property for taxation. 
He considered it foolish for Prince Rupert, 
so early in its career, to commence to 
fight a big corporation which, after all, 
made it possible for Prince Rupert to 
exist and predicted for the city a similar 
fate as met Toronto when it fought the 
railway companies. 

MANUFACTURERS ON TOUR 

CONGRESS OF 
UNION LABOR 

Were Guests of the City of 
Arthur This Morning 

Port 

(Special to the Optimist) 
Port Arthur, Ont., Sept. 12—The 

members of the Canadian Manufacturers' 
association, en route to Vancouver, are 
guests of the city today. They will visit 
Fort William, where the trade and labor 
congress is in session, this afternoon, 
and leave there for the west this evening. 

This morning they visited the most 
important of the industries, and in
spected the harbor, the head of the lake 
and other points of interest. 

GREAT CANADIAN 
EDITORS HERE 

EDITOR WILLISON, OF TORONTO 
NEWS 

Sir Mackenzie Bowel), for Many 
Years Leader of the Opposition in 
Dominion Senate—May Remain 
for Several Days 

WORKERS MEET 
IN ENGLAND 

TRADE AND LABOR CONGRESS 
HELD AT SHEFFIELD 

Largest in the History of Great 
Britain.—Delegate Denounces the 
Lord Mayor as Enemy to Organized 
Labor and Opposes the Address. 

(Special to the Optimist) 
London, Sept. 12.—The largest labor 

congress in the history of Great Britain 
convened at Sheffield this morning. Pre
sident Haslam created great interest by 
demanding the return of the tax-levying 
privilege wgich was taken away by the 
decision on the Osborne case. 

Some excitment was caused by an un
identified delegate objecting to the 
address to the lord mayor. He shouted 
denunciations at him as an enemy 
and not a friend of organized labor. 

TWENTY-SIXTH ANNUAL GATH
ERING NOTABLE ONE 

Over Thousand Delegates in Atten
dance.—Greater Victories Pre
dicted For Organized Labor in 
Canada, Britain and United States 

(Special to the Optimist) 
Fort William, Ont., Sept. 12.—The 

twenty-sixth annual trade and labor 
congress of Canada opened here this 
morning. President William Glocking 
said the work of the congress last year 
was the most profitable in the history 
of the body and predicted greater vic
tories for organized labor this year in 
Canada, Great Britain and the United 
States. 

There are one thousand and forty-six 
delegates here, which is the largest con
gress ever held and the West, in particular 
has the best representation it has ever 
had. 

Rainbow Has Crossed Atlantic 
Rio de Janiero, Sept. 12.—(Special)— 

The Canadian cruiser Rainbow arrived 
here from Portsmouth this morning. 
She will coal here and leave for the Straits 
of Magellan on Wesnesday. 

UNEMPLOYED IN ENGLAND 

Lord Brassey Sees a Way of Solving 
The Present Difficulties 

Vancouver Wins Double-Header 
Vancouver, Sept. 12—(Special)—Van

couver won a double-header yesterday 
and Spokane won a single game from I same amount or more to have the com-
Tacoma. petitors start from its city. 

(Special to the Optimist) 
London, Sept. 12.—Lord Brassey has 

returned from Canada and as a result 
of his study there of the problems pro
duced by the emigration question, he 
expresses his belief that the difficulties-
sorrounding the obtaining of employ
ment in England can be settled and over 
come by sending an increased number of 
young men over seas. He is assured that 
Canada would be pleased to receive as 
many as could be sent over under proper 
regulations. 

Two most distinguished visitors ar
rived on the steamer Prince George 
yesterday, in the persons of Sir Mac
kenzie Bowell and J. S. Willison, edi-
of the Toronto News. The latteJ 
was accompanied by Mrs. Wil
lison, and they were met at the wharf 
by William Wright, of this city, a 
nephew, and T. D. Pattullo. They 
were escorted to the hack and driven 
around town and to the residence of 
Mr. Pattullo, where they were enter
tained. Later, Mr. Willison proceded on 
to Stewart with Sir Mackenzie Bowell, 
Mrs. Willison remaining here. 

John Stephen Willison is one of the 
foremost men of Canada and almost as 
well known as Sir Wilfrid himself both 
at home and abroad. He was for many 
years the editor of the Toronto Globe 
and was one of the founders of the 
Toronto News, of which he still retains 
the editorship. Early this year he 
accepted the position of correspondent 
of the London Times, and it is in this 
capacity, and also as a vacation, that he 
is paying a visit to Prince Rupert. A 
good part of his time this year will be 
taken up in lecturing tours, sev
eral engagements having already 
been made for him in the United States. 
He is the author of "Sir Wilfrid Laurier 
and the Liberal Party," one of the ablest 
political handbooks that has ever been 
published, and also of "The Railway 
Question in Canada," Personally he 
is tall, with a close-cropped grey beard 
and features of fine, intellectual force 
and vigor. 

His travelling companion, Sir Mac
kenzie Bowell, sports a full white beard 
and could not fail to be recognized 
any where from the many portraits of 
him published during his long career 
of prominence. He is also an editor, 
being also the owner of the Belleville 
Intelligencer. He resigned that position 
when he entered the cabinet of Sir John 
A. Masdonald in 1878, but after Sir 
Wilfrid became premier he returned to 
it. He was the leader of the opposition 
in the senate until 1906, when he retired. 
He organized the Colonial Conference 
in June 1896 and was chosen chairman 
of that important historical event. He 
was created K. C. M. G. in 1896. 

Sir Mackenzie was the guest of Mayor 
Stork last night and proceeded on to 
Stewart. Whether he will stay for a 
few days or go right on with the boat 
this evening, he will decide on his way 
back from Stewart. 

Seek Publicity in the Air. 
It has been suggested that the Pub

licity Club and the Board of Trade, 
or one of them, should offer a prize of 
ten thousand dollars to the first 
aviator who lands here from Vancouver, 
the tail of the suggestion being that 
Vancouver would be glad to offer the 

City Lots Change Hands 
Messrs. M. M. Stephens & Co., Ltd., 

have disposed of Lots 17 and 18, in 
Block 19, Section Six for the sum of 
$2,000. E. Duke is the purchaser and 
the lots of which he becomes owner 
occupy an excellent situation on Seventh 
avenue near the new school. 

Musical Metlakatla 
The organ used in connection with the 

work of the church of England Mission 
at Metlakatla got rather shaky on its 
notes recently and Rev. J. H. Keen who 
has charge of the mission sent over to 
Prince Rupert for Harry C. Evans to 
adjust matters. While at Metlakatla 
Mr. Evans found his services as piano 
tuner largely in request and he returned 
to Prince Rupert having left Metlakatla's 
musical community more tuneful than 
ever. 


