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ERRATA
rt#72
Author Gerry Meggait's maiden name is Pouncy
OHS Report #73
Page 7
Tapping into the Unity of the Community was authored by Sheila Daly.
Sheila was assisted by Thelma Detjen and Eleanor Walker, all residents
of Okanagan Falls. They are all descendants of Pioneer Families of the
South Okanagan: respectively, The Thomas Family, the Brent Family
and the Vader Family.
Pages 177 —
182
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The author was Glen Johnstone rather than Jessie Ann Gamble
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HERITAGE CONSERVATION

THE HARRISON HOUSE, KALEDEN
"The Seychelle Islands inspire a Kaleden legacy."
By: Maggie Ricciardi
aleden (from the Greek word kalos meaning beautiful and
Eden after the Garden of Eden) celebrated its centennial in
2009. Founded by James Ritchie from Manitoba, much
work had already started on the townsite by 1909.

K

One of the early Kaleden pioneers was Frank Harrison. Born in
England in 1856 into a family of "wool staplers," Frank eschewed
that trade. He married a young and "fairly rich" woman, Melina,
and moved to the Seychelles in the Indian Ocean. There they
managed vanilla, coffee and cocoa plantations in the mountains
above Victoria on Mahe Island and raised two children, James and
Kathleen.
In the early 1900s the
family moved to Canada and
settled in Nictaux Falls, Nova
Scotia. In 1907 James (Jim),
now 20 years old, travelled
west to work in Summerland.
He camped and fished with
others
at Kaleden
and
obtained a contract to plant
trees
for
the
Kaleden
Development Company. His
middle-aged parents and
sister Kathleen moved to the
Okanagan to join
him,
bought land and stayed at the
Penticton Hotel while their
Kaleden house was being
built.

Harrison House , Kaleden, July 2006

Maggie has been a Penticton resident for almost 26 years. She has been interested in local
history wherever she has lived, particularly in old buildings. Maggie is currently on the
executive of the Penticton branch of the O.H.S.
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Frank Harrison bought a beautiful one acre parcel of land at
the south end of Ponderosa Avenue above Dog Lake (now Skaha
Lake) with 60 metres of waterfront. The house he built is a
bungalow designed in the plantation style with three-metre-high
ceilings and a south-west-facing porch. This possibly reminded
the Harrisons of the tropics and provided welcome shade from
the hot Okanagan sun. Inside, the house was airy and graceful
with walls, ceilings and cupboards of tongue and groove clear (no
knots) cedar.
The house was completed in late 1909, and the following
spring Melina planted a beautiful garden of flowers, shrubs,
maple trees and probably herbs and vegetables. Frank, his son
James and future son-in-law Reg Tait planted fruit trees altogether 200 acres over the next three years. Frank purchased
ten Elixis apricot trees from Ontario. The resulting fruit was not
true to name, but was tasty enough to be propagated
commercially and sold in the south Okanagan under the name
Kaleden Cots.
Frank Harrison invested in the new townsite and owned
several other properties in the area including, for a time, the 1912
building. He leased part of this building out as a general store. He
lost money when the venture failed due to lack of financing

Barn & Coach House, April 2010
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during World War I. He became a Justice of the Peace and served
on the first Board of Trustees of the Kaleden Irrigation District.
Although active in the community, Frank's first loves were fishing
on the lake and duck and grouse hunting with his little brown
dog named "Gruff." Melina's beautiful garden became a showcase
in Kaleden. Both Frank and Melina were upset when the K.VR.
expropriated a piece of their land for $500 in 1914.
Also on the Harrison property were a barn/coach house and a
boathouse where Kathleen kept her canoe. She would paddle
across to Echo Bay to visit friends. Frank's friend George
Robertson cut ice for the community from the lake and huge
blocks of sawdust-covered ice were stored in a shed on the
Harrison lakefront.
Kathleen Harrison married Reg Tait. When WW I broke out,
Reg Tait and Jim Harrison enlisted. Kathleen and her daughter
Eleanor, known as Stanley, temporarily moved back to live with
Frank and Melina in the bungalow.
By the mid 1920s, Frank's eyesight was failing, so the house
was sold to E.C. Clarke for $1,500. The senior Harrisons moved
to Oliver where Reg, Kathleen and family were then living. They
built a small house on that property.

Interior of Harrison House, July 2006
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The Kaleden house went through various ownerships until
1947, when it was bought by the Lanes, recently returned from
India, who lived there for about 40 years. During their occupancy
an extra bathroom was built next to the kitchen in an area which
had been a pantry. The expropriated land was bought back by
later owners around 2000.
The present owners of the Harrison house, Eva and Herbert
Rosinger, kindly took me on a tour of the house in the summer
of 2006 and provided me with much helpful information for this
article. They told me they had seen photos of a young (4-5 year
old) Stanley by the house and front porch. The maples were then
barely 2 metres tall.
Today the house is one of the few old Kaleden houses which
have survived relatively unaltered. The gardens are beautifully
maintained, the barn still intact. With its shady pergola and
spectacular views of the lake, the Seychelles-inspired bungalow
retains the welcoming elegance of a bygone age. One hundred
years exactly after that 1910 spring when Melina planted her first
garden, I visited Kaleden during a wild hailstorm. As I stood on
the hillside above the Harrison house I could imagine Melina
standing in the doorway, maybe looking doubtfully at the fickle
April sky and deciding where she would plant her flowers.
Meanwhile, inside at the sturdy table, Frank, Jim and Reg had
their heads together over orchard maps and plans for irrigation
pipes. I am sure they would all be proud of the legacy they left us.

1 0 OHS

STUDENT ESSAY CONTEST

THE TOWER RANCH ON THE
HOPE-PRINCETON HIGHWAY
By Ben Bradley
hen the Hope-Princeton highway opened to the public
sixty years ago in November 1949 it provided a major
impetus for development in the Similkameen, south
Okanagan, and Boundary country, and spurred the establishment
of many motels, auto courts, campgrounds, gas stations,
restaurants, and other roadside services. Much of the BC Interior
was transformed by the expansion of the provincial highway
network during the postwar years, but few areas experienced as
much growth in tourism related development as the southwest
Interior. However, we still know relatively little about the history of
highways, roadsides, and 'car culture' in that region. This essay tells
the story of the Tower Ranch, the earliest roadside commercial
operation on the Hope-Princeton highway. It is based on interviews
done in May 2009 with Leila Tower (nee Montgomery) and Bill
Tower, today of Kelowna and White Rock, respectively.

W

Like many residents of the drought-stricken Prairies in the
1930s, Roy and Chris (Christina) Tower decided to take their
family west in search
of greener pastures in
British Columbia. Roy
was an experienced
mechanic,
having
done repairs at a farm
agency machine shop
near Admiral, Saskatchewan, and he found
work
driving
an
I automobile
stage
;
J
I between Quesnel and
-w:^»'
i the bustling
gold
Tower cabin
mines around Weils.
Ben Bradley is a graduate student at Queen's University, where he is studying the intertwined
histories of highways, provincial parks, and historical sites in the BC Interior.
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By 1940 the Tower family was living in New Westminster, where
Roy repaired boat engines for the BC Packers fleet.
Around 1942 Roy and his friend Bruce Pentland heard about
an interesting piece of property in the Cascade Mountains
between Hope and Princeton. They went to investigate, and
became friendly with Charlie Bonnevier, who had been
prospecting in the area since around 1900. In 1909 Bonnevier had
applied to pre-empt a 160 acre l o t - L o t 902 YDYD-about two
miles upstream from the Pasayten River's confluence with the
Similkameen. He neglected to pay the fees necessary to obtain
clear title to the land, but he and his prospecting partner Belgie
stayed on the lot anyways, which troubled no one in such an
isolated location. They built a few cabins and cleared a small field
to provide forage for their pack animals. Charlie only bothered to
acquire legal title to Lot 902 in 1928, after it was clear that the
province planned to build an automobile road through the
Cascades via the Sumallo, Skagit, and Similkameen valleys.
Construction of the Hope-Princeton began in 1930 but little
was achieved during the Depression or the early war years, and
by 1942 the aging Bonnevier was willing to sell Lot 902. Roy
Tower and Bruce Pentland recognized the property was an ideal
location for a fishing camp or tourist lodge. Not only was it
traversed diagonally by the surveyed highway right-of-way and
the Similkameen River, but it was located just inside the eastern
boundary of Manning
Provincial Park, which
had been established in
1941. After numerous
discussions with Charlie,
Lot 902 was purchased
in 1944 for $2000.
Bonnevier was allowed
to continue living in his
cabin on the property,
where he stayed until he
/*%-> passed away in 1954.
Once the war ended, the provincial government began taking
steps to complete the long-delayed road project between Hope and
Princeton. Bruce Pentland fell ill and had to drop out of the
1 2 OHS
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planned development of Lot 902, but help arrived when Roy's
eldest sons Stan and Bud (Roy Jr.) returned from military service.
Roy and Stan and Harold Frostrup won a contract to clear timber
along the right-of-way through Manning Park, and while engaged
in this work, the Towers began building several tourist cabins
beside the highway right-of-way in the southwest corner of Lot
902. Most of this work was done in the summer, when the rest
of the Tower family-Bud, Eva, Bill, Bob, Susan, Les, and
Barbara-were available to help. The cabins were built mainly of
logs, but several old structures from an abandoned relief camp
were purchased so that the windows, door frames, and lumber
could be salvaged-Bill Tower recalls having to pull out all the
nails. Tower Ranch, as it was coming to be known, remained very
isolated in the immediate postwar years. Bringing in supplies
involved a long, treacherous drive on a muddy, rocky, two-track
"road" westward from Princeton.
Eva Tower had married Ed Hoult, who was an expert carpenter.
Ed was an invaluable partner in the early years, and it was he who
designed the cabins and restaurant and crafted most of their
furnishings. The cabins were built as time and money allowed, so
that there were eleven ready by the summer of 1949, when the
opening of the Hope-Princeton was imminent. However, as the
restaurant was nearing completion Roy Tower began to rethink
his involvement in the business. Bill recalls that after several
years of working outdoors in the Cascades, his father was no
longer enamoured with the idea of being tied to a bustling auto
court and diner, seeing it as "really modern." Roy preferred to be
out prospecting in the surrounding hills, and therefore offered to
sell three quarters of Lot 902 to Stan, Bud, Bill, and Ed. Though
Roy was "out" of Tower Ranch before it opened to the motoring
public, he was never far away, for he and Chris had a cabin nearby
and were often around to help. Roy kept packhorses for use on
his prospecting trips, and also saddle horses for leading guests of
Tower Ranch on riding tours. Chris was happy to stay near Tower
Ranch so long as her children were around. She enjoyed dealing
with all the people who stopped there, and there was lots of
activity during the early years. From 1949 to 1956 the operation
of Tower Ranch was largely in the hands of Stan and his wife
Leila, Ed and Eva Hoult, Bud and his wife Shirley, and Les and his
wife Doris, with other members of the family helping out as
school and other obligations allowed.
OHS 1 3
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Tower Ranch was the only roadside business between Hope and
Princeton when the highway finally opened in November 1949Pinewoods in Manning Park did not open until 1951. The
restaurant and cabins quickly proved popular with the motoring
public. However, in the first few years of operation the Towers
were thwarted in their efforts to get gas pumps installed due to
government regulations that made it difficult to get the necessary
permits. This was especially vexing because the government
included a gas station in its concession development at
Pinewoods, ten miles to the west. During these first years the
Towers provided a wrecking service and mechanical repairs, but
many of the cars that ran out of gas on the highway could have
avoided doing so if it had been possible to purchase fuel at Tower
Ranch.
The Towers petitioned various agencies in Victoria, but Leila
recalls that the real boost for the family's case came when Premier
Byron Johnson ran out of gas on the highway and the Towers
provided him with some 'emergency' gasoline they were not
actually allowed to sell. Soon after, the Towers were able to get
the permits required to open a gas station. Although there was
considerable tension with the provincial government during
these early years, Bill and Leila recall that the family was always
on friendly terms with Bob Boyd, superintendent of Manning
Park in the late 1940s and 1950s. Boyd was a frequent visitor to
Tower Ranch, along with Charlie Bonnevier, staff from Manning
Park and the Allison Pass public works yard, and, in later years,
Jim and Elsie Arden, who had a sawmill on Lot 901, where timber
from up the Pasayten Valley was cut.
Initially there was no need to put up signs advertising Tower
Ranch because it was such a prominent landmark on the lonely
Hope-Princeton, but in 1952 a large yellow illuminated sign with
a horseshoe logo was erected near the restaurant, luring motorists
to stop at the "Tower Ranch Cafe + Motel." Each of the eleven log
cabins had a radiator, washroom, and small kitchenette, with the
hot water supplied from a coal-fired boiler in the outbuilding
where laundry was done. The self-contained nature of the cabins
made them especially attractive to customers staying in the area
for an extended period, including anglers, skiers, trail riders, and
work crews. In the early 1950s a cabin cost six dollars per night.
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Leila Tower recalls that most supplies came through Princeton
in the early 1950s. Tower Ranch was a Greyhound stop and the
bus would bring in produce from Keremeos and telephone
messages from Princeton, because there was no phone service for
the first few years. The restaurant went through enormous
amounts of food, especially in the summer-Leila remembers
selling up to a hundred pies in a week. "Veri Best" burgers were
another popular menu item. The restaurant was open all day, everyday of the year, and could accommodate about forty people at a
time, seated at tables and two horseshoe-shaped dining counters.
The restaurant interior was very rustic, with exposed logs and a
big fireplace. Waste was burned out back in a forty-five gallon
incinerator-bears often lingered about, but aside from
frightening a few guests they were never a problem. A diesel
electric plant generated the power and according to Leila it had an
uncanny knack for breaking down whenever "the boys" had gone
down the road. She made Stan promise they would never again
live somewhere that depended on a diesel electric plant for power.
The first two gas pumps were located near the restaurant on the
north side of the highway, but later a service station building was
built on the south side. During the day this arrangement allowed
customers to safely pull off the road for gas regardless of which
direction they were travelling. At night, the main service station
would be closed but gas would still be sold from the pumps near
the restaurant, thus allowing the Towers to avoid crossing the road
in the dark. Imperial Oil products were sold, but the service station
was not an Esso franchise. The long-haul trucking industry began
to emerge in western Canada during the postwar years, and
truckers became important customers at Tower Ranch.
Running Tower Ranch was a twenty-four-hour-a-day, sevenday-a-week, year-round job. The Towers did not take holidays or
other jobs: all their time went into the restaurant, cabins, gas
station, and towing and repair service. "All we'd do was work,"
recalls Leila. One of the most stressful aspects of the work was
that, on top of the daily and seasonal routines, there was always
the looming possibility of an emergency on the highway,
including major car crashes. With its paved surface the HopePrinceton was one of BC's most modern highways, leading many
motorists to drive beyond their abilities. Also, snow plowing and
salt and sand spreading were not as well developed as they are
OHS 15
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today. With their wrecker, the Towers were often the first to reach
an accident scene, and while they were able to help save many
people, there was often nothing they could do. Bill saw more
terrible injuries and fatalities than any teenager should have to,
and eventually refused to ride in the wrecker anymore. Only in
the 1970s was an ambulance stationed at the Manning Park
administration area.
Most of the Towers' competitors were clustered together
nearby. In 1951 the Pinewoods concession complex opened in
Manning Park, with a cafe, restaurant, gas station, and several
cabins. Six years later a crescent-shaped, twenty-four unit motel
building was added. Pinewoods was owned by the provincial
government but privately operated, and for many years the
concession manager was Rene Pelletier, who lived on-site with
his family. The early 1950s also saw Harley and Fran Lake and
their three sons open the Falls Cafe three miles east of Tower
Ranch, above the Similkameen Falls. In later years, the Circle K
gas station and cabins opened midway between Tower Ranch and
the Falls Cafe, and the Sumallo Lodge gas station and diner
opened on the western approach to Manning Park. Fire was the
scourge of these operations: the Falls Cafe burned down in the
early 1960s, the old Tower Ranch restaurant in the mid 1960s,
and the Circle K gas station and Pinewoods motel around 1973.
The gas station at Pinewoods was unaffected by fire but the Parks
Branch closed it down in the early 1970s. When Sumallo Lodge
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was destroyed by fire a few years ago, the East Gate gas station
and diner, located on the site of the old Tower Ranch gas station,
was left as the only service station between Hope and Princeton.
Bill Tower finished a five-year stint in the Air Force in 1956.
Upon his return to BC and the Tower Ranch, Stan and Leila and
Bud and Shirley informed him that they planned to move back to
the Coast to start a paving company (which would become
Western Paving Ltd). Thus the management of Tower Ranch was
turned over to Bill and Les: "Stan had been doing the books" Bill
recalls, "and he just handed them over." Bill had anticipated this,
and was okay with it. He had been involved with the operation
since his teens and enjoyed dealing with the public, though
sometimes the hectic pace in the restaurant seemed
overwhelming-and his share of the cooking only grew after his
siblings departed. Outside help had to be hired to staff the
operation, and Tower Ranch provided many young people from
Princeton and Penticton with summer jobs. However, it was hard
to retain employees for long because there was little to do during
one's time off in such an isolated spot.
Bill ran Tower Ranch on-site for three years, but in 1959
decided to attend UBC to study land law. Plans were drawn up for
a thirty-room lodge that would compete with the expanding
Pinewoods concession complex, but nothing came of this. In
1960 the service station was sold to Imperial Oil, and thirteen
acres of land with the restaurant and cabins were sold to Mr.
Galbraith of Brewster, Washington, who changed the business's
name to East Gate. The operation then passed through a
succession of owners, with the cabins last open to the public in
the early 1970s. The Tower family kept control over the
remainder of Lot 902, but only Roy and Chris continued to live
in the area, where they remained until in their seventies-Chris
passed away in 1983, and Roy two years later. After several years
in the paving business, Stan and Leila bought a ranch near
Kelowna. Still working hard at 78, Stan died there in a
construction accident in 2000. Bud lives in Cawston, where he
and his second wife Fran have a farm. Bob and Les got into the
construction business in the 1960s, and are now both retired. Bill
has been subdividing and selling lots for cabins and recreational
property on Lot 902 since the late 1960s, and still operates the
water utility that supplies homes at East Gate.
OHS 1 7
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It has been almost forty years since the Towers got out of the
roadside service and accommodation business, but two of the
motel cabins that the family built in the late 1940s are still
standing across the highway from the East Gate diner and gas
station. Looking back, Leila Tower believes that the roadside
services associated with automobile travel "had their day in the
1950s and 1960s." People no longer seem as inclined to stop for
a meal or for an overnight stay. Bill Tower points out that cars
today are less likely to break down, and that the roads between
the Okanagan and Vancouver have been improved almost to the
point of eliminating the need to stop overnight. In the early 1950s
it took more than four hours to drive between Tower Ranch and
Vancouver. Now the same drive takes less than three, cutting into
the market for businesses offering food, gas, and lodging. The
diversion of traffic onto the Coquihalla Highway hasn't helped
the situation either.
While Leila and Bill were involved in a kind of pioneering
enterprise at Tower Ranch and look back on their time there with
pride, they don't romanticize the experience. They identify the
key factors in the Tower family's success as the fact that they
owned the land outright, and that the family was working
together for the success of the business, rather than for wages.
Even then, they point out, there wasn't enough money coming in
to satisfy ambitious, educated operators. After seven years of
exhausting, non-stop work, Leila, Stan, Bud, and Shirley departed
from Tower Ranch in 1956. Bill and Les ran the operation for a
few more years, before they too decided to pursue other
opportunities, which led to the family's decision to sell the
roadside operation. The story of Tower Ranch suggests the need
for more studies of 'car culture' in the Okanagan and
Similkameen valleys. It also illustrates the value of conducting
interviews with those who were actually involved, so that future
studies will not be mere nostalgia trips back into the days of
tailfins, chrome trim, and fresh blacktop.
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MARION (LANTZ) BAIRD

1905-2004

By Audrey DeYoung
arion Edna Baird (nee
Threadful) was born
February 18, 1905,
on a homestead in the district
of Shoal Lake, Manitoba. The
nearest town was Rossburn.
When she was four years old
the
family
moved
to
Hardieville, Alberta (three j
miles north of Lethbridge)
where her father owned and
operated a general store.

M

Marion went to kindergarten at Galbriath School in
Marion Threatful, ca. 1914.
Lethbridge until a new school
Courtesy Audrey DeYoung
was built in Hardieville. After
a fire destroyed the family store they moved to Revelstoke, B.C.
onto a forty-acre homestead treed with cedar. There her father
built a shingle mill.
Marion attended Big Eddy School to grade eight then went
onto Revelstoke School where she gained her Junior
Matriculation and Commercial Arts certificate in June 1920. That
same month she left home for Enderby to work for lawyer A.C.
Scaling as stenographer and bookkeeper. Hard times had come to
Enderby with the closure of the A.R. Rogers Sawmill in 1921, and
as a result, the Scaling office closed in 1923. Marion worked in
various offices in Enderby, sometimes part time. At one point in
the 1920s, she worked in the office of the Adams River Lumber
Audrey DeYoung is Marion (Lantz) Baird's daughter
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Company in Chase during the illness of their regular
stenographer, and at the office of a lawyer in Salmon Arm. In
1928, she got a full time job in the office of B.J. Carney Pole
Company in Enderby.
She was married in 1931 to a timber cruiser and scaler,
Havelock (Lockie) Lantz (1). She left Carney Pole to help him
incorporate H.L. Lantz and Company Ltd. The company
produced telephone poles, CPR ties and fence posts. They
purchased logs from settlers in the Mabel Lake area and ran them
on the Shuswap River to their mill in Enderby. They shipped the
finished product by train to Canadian and U.S. destinations.
Marion managed the books, invoicing and the shipping of poles
and ties. Often Lockie was away from the office buying and
inspecting timber, and it fell to Marion to look after the Enderby
operation.
After a two-year illness, Lockie died in 1944, leaving two small
daughters, Audrey and Myrla. With her daughters in school,
Marion became one of the founding members of the Enderby
Parent Teacher Association (PTA) in 1947. In 1950, Marion went
back to work in the office of B.J. Carney Pole in Enderby. She
continued to work there until her retirement in October 1972.
Marion married Wesley Baird in September 1957 shortly after
he had left employment with Baird Brothers Ltd. in Enderby. Wes
started a new business on Belvedere Street just past the Post
Office. Baird's Curing and Meat Plant specialized in the curing of
bacon and hams. He also did custom cutting and wrapping.
Marion managed the bookkeeping, correspondence and other
duties for the business. In 1973, Wes suffered a heart attack and
decided to retire from the business.
Through the years, Marion was active in St. Andrew's United
Church as a choir member (where she sang for 20 years),
treasurer of the church Mission and Service branch (22 years) and
member of the Board of Stewards.
Marion was a charter member of Olive Rebekah Lodge #44 when
it was instituted in May 1950. She was past District Deputy
President four times and a Past Marshall of the Rebekah Assembly
of British Columbia.
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Marion also became a member of Lansdowne Chapter #72 of
the Order of Eastern Star in 1952. She became a life member and
later received her 50-year pin in 2002. She was a member of the
Enderby Hospital Auxiliary, often serving as an officer in that
organization, as well as: the Senior Citizens' complex, New
Horizons group, the Enderby & District Museum Society and the
Armstrong-Enderby Branch of the Okanagan Historical Society.
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Marion Baird, 1985. Courtesy Audrey DeYoung

She enjoyed gardening, reading, cribbage and bridge. She kept
close contact with her parents, brothers and sisters over the years.
She died on October 29, 2004 at Parkview Place in Enderby. As of
2010, four siblings survive her, two brothers and two sisters over
90 years of age while her youngest sister is 82. Her two daughters,
Audrey DeYoung and Myrla Kilburn survive her as well as six
grandchildren and seven great-grandchildren.

FOOTNOTES
1) See OHS Report #54, pp. 139-41
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MEMORIES OF ARMSTRONG'S HIGHLY
RESPECTED HOPKINS FAMILY
By Betty Johnston

(nee Hopkins)

-as told to Mary Bailey

n the late 1890s after Dad returned to England from the Boer
War (Africa) he felt that to live in England would be too
confining so he decided to move to Canada. He never returned
to England. In 1905 J o h n Charles Hopkins married his
sweetheart Margaret Mary Crump in Evesham, Worcestershire.
They departed for Canada and had a great time on the ship which
was "the last luxury we ever had," said Margaret, my mother.
When they got to the Saskatchewan farm, she said, "Oh, it has a
good big house!" She was told it was not a house but the barn.
They lived in a shack! After two years farming in Saskatchewan,
when they were hailed out two years in a row, they decided it was
not for them, so in 1908 they moved to British Columbia. They
settled on land at
Stepney Cross Road
three miles east of
Armstrong.

I

The land was heavily
wooded which took a
lot of clearing, so Dad
worked by building
roads with a team of
horses at $4 per day to
keep food on the table.
They really couldn't
live off the land and
were always poor but I
remember
Mother
saying "none of our
friends
have
any
money so it doesn't
matter."
Everything
was done the hard way
such as hoeing corn
Clearing Land
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and pitching hay. It was a very hard life for people not used to
that kind of work. They came from comfortable lives in England
where mother and her sister had attended boarding school.
The original old log house built in 1914 was very cold. It had a
verandah in front, an attic upstairs, three bedrooms but no
bathroom. Later an indoor bathroom was built which was a boon
to mother. Today, people don't realize
how hard it was to live then. At the
back the level entry went into a big
kitchen with a wood stove. The
living room had a heater, not a
fireplace. For weeks in winter Dad
would sleep in his armchair at
night. When he got cold he would
wake up and stoke the fire. One
winter night I remember coming
in from a party. Dad asked if I I
knew now cold it was: minus fifty |
degrees Fahrenheit!
People 1
didn't think much of the cold J |
then. In winter they went out in
a sleigh or cutter pulled by a
team of horses. Ice was cut
from frozen lakes and stored
in sawdust. Water came from a
well. Wood was cut for stoves.
Margaret and John Hopkins

As a farmer running a
mixed dairy farm Dad was exempt from serving in World War I.
We never bought meat and had our own milk and cream. Mother
had a large garden of which she was very proud. Like many farm
families we preserved all possible fruits such as currants and
gooseberries which went into jars as fruit chutneys and jams.
Thrifty families preserved everything in sight from cultivated to
wild edibles. Mother could stretch a dime farther than anyone I
ever knew. She had to. Prunes were dried on flats lined with
cheesecloth near the oven. Of course, we had a root cellar for
vegetables and apples. Her love of flowers is one of my fondest
memories of her. Her greatest joy was fishing for Rainbow trout
in the Shuswap River. Dad used to troll on Mabel Lake. Dad
talked about prohibition when no liquor was legally sold in
CMS
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Canada. At night men would sneak about to such places as the
"hole in the wall" at a man's building to buy illegal liquor. There
Dad met a bachelor neighbour who said to him, "I had $500 but
I've been robbed" as he pulled his pocket inside out to show that
there was not a penny left. When Dad made 'homebrew', usually
out of apples, he gave a bachelor friend some to take home. It was
so potent that the man slept in a field unable to make it to his
home. Once when Dad put a bottle in a kitchen cupboard the
cider exploded and broke good cups and saucers. Mother was
furious.

Cutting Ice

In our family there were four girls: Norah Elsie who was born
on the prairie in 1906. After going to Normal School Norah taught
school in Armstrong and Oyama. She married Bill Hooson and
they had four children, three boys and one daughter, Betty-Ann.
They bought a general store in the small town of Brookmere near
Merritt. The family spent many happy days fishing in the many
lakes in the area. In 1952, Norah passed away at 43 years old.
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Dorothy Margaret was born in Armstrong. Later when Mother
was very busy Dorothy took care of me. I was very fond of her
and called her "Nursey". She was a well respected teacher who
had a positive impact on the lives of many students and was
honoured for her work in the classroom. She was a very
enthusiastic individual who had a special love for children and
will always be remembered for her positive outlook on life. She
was married to Fred Aberdeen for almost 50 years. After a long
life she died in Armstrong on Christmas Day 2003. In her later
years I visited her daily. She was the artist amongst us with
scenery and flower being her specialty.
Marion Edith was always the rebel. She put more grey hairs on
Mother's head than all the rest of us put together. She resented me
most of the time because I was the youngest by six years. Marion
and I were born in Enderby.
I was Betty Muriel, always called Betty never Elizabeth. In school
I had a problem assuring my teachers that my name was Betty. In
my youth I played nurse and teacher with my sisters for many
happy hours. My sisters worked very hard by milking cows but I
told Mother, "I'm not going to school smelling of a cow barn."
My sisters went to the Bennett School but by 1923 when I
started school the red brick Armstrong Elementary School had
opened so I was bussed there. The Stepney school bus had

Children at Bennett School
OHS
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benches along the sides and one in the middle. By such close
contact with the other students, I contracted head lice. Having
head lice was a way of life in those days, and could even be
contracted by trying on hats! To the horror of my sisters I was
given the 'coal oil treatment' to get rid of the lice.
The bus driver then was John MacLeod, who married my
mother's sister Elsie. He was nicknamed "Squeak" after his
squeaky voice. It was an annual April Fool's joke for him to stop
the school bus at the bottom of a muddy hill and bellow, "I'm
stuck in the mud. Everyone out to push!" As soon as the children
had filed out and were in position to push, he would drive up the
hill, leaving the children to climb after him. When the bus didn't
travel, Johnny Hassard would commandeer a team of horses and
sleigh to take the children to the brick school. After school, my
sisters and I went to Girl Guides. Then my mother drove in with
a horse and cutter to get us. Mother played tennis at the
Armstrong courts which were near the school. My parents played
bridge and had a staunch circle of friends such as Isabel and
Wilfred Simard and the Moors. Mother was also a member of the
Minerva Club, a cultural group for women. In 1955 her life as a
Minerva came to an abrupt and tragic end when she and dad were
killed in an automobile accident on Highway 97B when returning
from a wedding reception in Enderby. The family kept the farm
for five years after this time.
As soon as school was out, we shed our dresses, skirts and
shoes for pants, shorts and bare feet. The highlight of summers
was attending Guide camps for two weeks on the isthmus at
Oyama and at Mara Lake. In summer, Sunday picnics with as
many as 15 to 20 people, were held at Whiteman's Creek, Otter
Lake or Mara Lake with a group of friends and their families. Mr.
and Mrs. C.W. Holliday and their daughter Honey, and Mrs.
Hawkins were among the regulars. Many families from
Armstrong such as the Beckers and Abbots had cabins at Mara
Lake. Swim suits were changed into in the woods. I remember
those itchy woolen bathing costumes which covered most of the
body and became very heavy when wet. My sister Dorothy was a
very good swimmer and would swim side stroke across Mara
Lake. To Mother's horror one time when Dorothy was tired she
paddled back on a fallen log. A relative, Joe Crump, came
swimming with us in the Shuswap River. He was warned "DON'T
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GO OUT!" All of a sudden he was swept into the current. Luckily
the whirlpool brought him into shore and he survived.

Birthday party for Mrs. Fred Murray at Mabel Lake. Betty Hopkins second from right in back
row. [Armstrong Museum and Archives Photo Number 3389]

My special friends were always horses. I loved to ride bareback
especially our white mare Berta. When older she was given to
friends on Knob Hill. The next morning we saw her back at the
gate so we let her in and never gave her away again. Judy was the
horse we rode most often when we weren't in school. The family
rode horseback everywhere and climbed mountains in the
summer.
In 1949 I trained for a nurse at the Royal Inland Hospital in
Kamloops. When I came home from Kamloops by train I got off
at Stepney Crossing where Mother would meet me. When the
train was going back to Kamloops from Sicamous I would stand
on the tracks and wave a red flag for it to stop. Early on I worked
in the Kootenays in the New Denver Hospital. There I had a
stressful time. I never knew when the hospital door opened what
would come in. Then in 1953 I changed to Public Health and
worked at Dawson Creek where I met Lindsay Johnston who was
a travelling salesman for Ashdown's Hardware. In 1960 we
married at Dawson Creek and after that he owned a hardware
store in Drayton Valley, Alberta. From our panabode home we got
a fantastic view of the Rocky Mountains and felt we couldn't live
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without mountains after that time. We particularly enjoyed
dancing and playing bridge.
In 1976, after we came to Armstrong to live, Lin worked in
Macleod's in Vernon on and off from 1978-85 and was a good
hardware man. We joined the Enderby bridge club and I worked in
the community delivering Meals On Wheels and at the Bargain Bin
for a short time. In our retirement in the Mountain View area of
Spallumcheen, I was known as a bread baker, homemaker, bridge
player and a lover of nature, especially birds. I enjoyed my tiny
cabin on the Shuswap River with plants and trees all around me. I
also would help Lin cut firewood with my own little chain saw and
became known among my neighbours as "Chainsaw Betty".

Betty Hopkins, graduate nurse, 1961
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THE CYRIL THOMSON FAMILY
by Mary Wetherill
yril Thomson was the mayor of Salmon Arm through one
of its most difficult eras. He served as alderman for four
years and was then elected mayor in 1928, a position he
held until 1942. In Thomson's tenure during the 1920s a
government building and a new hospital were erected. The
Merchant Block on Front Street (Lakeshore Drive) replaced
buildings that were destroyed by fire in 1929 and W. K. Smith's
Salmon Arm Mills Ltd. had started a box factory on the west side
of town. With power now supplied from Shuswap Falls by the
West Canadian Hydro Electric Corp. instead of their own diesel
plant, the city felt poised for a period of growth. However, the 30's
were not years of progress. It was a case of government and private
citizen alike trying to eke out an existence. While the city got
through the Depression relatively unscathed, Thomson did not.

C

In 1917 the Lester and Thomson General Motors dealership
was established on the corner of Alexander Street and what is
now Lakeshore Drive. Soon Overland cars were offered and by
1920 McLaughlin and Chevrolet cars as well as "traffic trucks"
were also advertised. When A. W. Lester left for California in
1924 Thomson took over full ownership. The business provided
a good living for five more years, but the Depression brought a
rapid decline. Not only were cars now a luxury few could afford,
the dealer was obliged to take vehicles back if payments were in
default and reimburse the company for any unpaid balance. Cyril
was devastated, not only by the failure of his business, but also
because of his changed relationship with his customers. In an
effort to provide for his family and pay his debts, Cyril revived the
taxi business he had operated prior to opening the dealership. In
1937 he sold his garage assets to H.G. Gowing, who leased the
facilities to Robertson and Scales. His teenage boys added to the
family income with whatever work they could get. Cyril must
have been reminded of his early days in Salmon Arm although the
Mary Wetherill, nee Ritchie, was born in Salmon Arm, married, raised six children, taught school
for 28 years, and over a span of 38 years completed a fifth year at U.B.C She is a Past-President of
the Salmon Arm branch of the O.H.S and has previously contributed to the O.H.S. Annual Report.
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optimistic outlook of those times was far different than the mood
of the 30s.
When Cyril and his younger brother, Frederick, came to
Salmon Arm in 1902 they were both teenagers. They had come to
Canada from northern England with their mother and a younger
brother who died at sea. They joined their father in Quebec but
the boys soon moved on to explore Canada. When they arrived in
Salmon Arm, the first building boom had not yet occurred but
there was employment for anyone not afraid of hard work. Farms
were being cleared, roads were being built, sawmills were
running, carloads of vegetables were being shipped, and orchards
had been planted. A fruit growers association and a Farmers'
Institute were organized. The boys knew how to work.
Cyril was also very artistic. He painted and wrote poetry.
Within a short time he met a young lady, Eva Bromham, who
inspired many of the poems he wrote throughout his life.
Four years before Cyril's first sight of Salmon Arm, eight-yearold Eva and her parents, from Surrey, England, had disembarked
at Salmon Arm station to establish a farm along Piccadilly Road
[10th Street]. Near the railway there was the beginning of a town
including two stores, a hotel, a
Presbyterian church under construction, a school, the Orange
Lodge, and a park with a baseball
field. Much of the land was heavily
forested but had been surveyed so
it could be legally homesteaded.
Since the completion of the CPR
in 1885 there had been a steady
influx of settlers.
In 1911 that Cyril and Eva I
married. They spent their first four
years together on a small farm on
Foothill Road. Then they moved
to a house that Cyril built on Lein
Avenue. This remained their home
for over 34 years. At this time
Cyril once again erected a new
3 0 OHS

Cyril and Eva Thomson, 1911

THE CYRIL THOMSON FAMILY

house overlooking Shuswap Lake. No matter where he lived he
was an avid gardener. On Lein Avenue they had a huge vegetable
garden complete with fruit trees and berry bushes. Eva picked,
pickled and canned to fill the larder for winter.
Even during the hard times
of the 30s Eva and Cyril
continued to use their artistic
talents to help the community. Eva designed and
sewed costumes for the
Gilbert and Sullivan operettas
produced by the Social and
Dramatic Club and Cyril
painted scenic backdrops.
For relaxation they both liked
to paint. Cyril often captured
scenes from around the
Shuswap in oil while Eva did
beautiful water colours.
In 1945 at the age of 59
Cyril began a new career. He
House on Lein Avenue, circa 1947
became administrator of
Shuswap Lake General Hospital. It was then situated on
the Trans Canada Highway just west of McGuire Lake. Before the
end of his tenure in 1960 a new hospital had been built and
serves the community today. On his retirement Thomson was
praised for his tireless, efficient dedication to the hospital and
community.
Eva and Cyril had a family - three daughters and two sons.
Sadly, two of their daughters predeceased them. Nine year old
Olive died of influenza in 1923 and 24-year-old Gilda succumbed
to cancer in 1946. Their youngest child, Betty Beatrice, became a
teacher and taught in Edgewood, BC. She married Archie McLean
and raised four children - Keith, Paul, Katherine and Maureen.
Today she resides in Abbotsford. The Thomsons' two sons came
of age in the depression era. Like most young men of the time
their first full-time jobs were with the military.

OHS
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Cyril Frank Donald [Don], the younger son, served in the
Canadian forces overseas as an engineer. He was involved with
making
three
dimensional
maps,
a process
called
photogrammetry, which helped with bombing accuracy for the
Allies. After the war he returned to Salmon Arm and opened a
photography shop. However he soon realized that his passion for
photography was not going to provide a living. He studied
architecture by correspondence while working for various
companies in Salmon Arm. He married Jean Moncrieff von
Preetzman in 1948. After the birth of their first child, Vikki Jean,
they moved to Prince George in 1955 where Don joined an
architectural firm. He continued with this career, eventually
moving to Terrace. Another daughter, Joanne Dawn, was born in
1956. Jean and Don retired in Terrace and that is where Don ended
his days. He was always interested in visual arts and expressed it
both with his photography and painting. Many of his black and
white photos of Salmon Arm scenes became postcards or framed
pictures. Throughout his life his paintings had a ready market.
The Thomson's elder son, Sydney Wilford, born Novemberl4,
1914, became internationally recognized for his military exploits
and was awarded the Distinguished Service Order and the
Military Cross. While still under legal age he joined the Salmon
Arm Company of the Rocky Mountain Rangers. When war was
declared in 1939 he transferred as a lieutenant to the Seaforth
Highlanders of Canada and went overseas.

Looking west over MaGuire Lake and Shuswap Lake with Kault Hill in the background
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It was while he was stationed in England he met Catriona
Bromley-Martin. After the war they were married in Salmon Arm.
They had three daughters - Linda Franklin, Jacqueline Maxton and
Terry McDiarmid. Both Linda and Terry now live in Salmon Arm.
By the time he was 26, Syd had become a company
commander. Wounded in Sicily in 1943 he was sent to recuperate
in Tunisia and Algeria. Fretting over his enforced stay in hospital
he was able to find a way to return to his unit. Several battles,
awards, promotions, and months later, as Lieutenant-Colonel, he
received a letter reporting that Captain S. W Thomson had gone
AWOL from hospital. He was delighted to reply that the
"deserter" had been forgiven and was now battalion commander!
Thomson's "unruffled calm and big smile" - even while
directing battle in the front lines - were noted and were said to
have greatly boosted morale. One of his major strengths was as a
topographical strategist. He could use "the lie of the land" for
successful manoeuvres. Perhaps the hunting trips with his father
and brother in the hills around Salmon Arm had some bearing on
this skill. After leading the Seaforths at Ortona, the Hitler and
Gothic Lines, and the San Fortunato battle he was promoted to
Colonel and was in charge of infantry training at Aldershot,
England. Thomson took over command of the Black Watch Royal
Highland regiment of Canada in the campaign in the
Netherlands. Near war's end he was appointed Acting Brigadier
General of the fifth brigade. At war's end, as Colonel, he was
assigned to the training camp at Vernon.
On his return to Salmon Arm in 1946, Syd partnered with army
friend Jim Stone to establish a tourist resort at Sandy Point,
entering into a lease agreement with the Adams Lake Indian
Band. The venture was short lived as both men returned to the
military in 1950. (However, Sandy Point Resort is still in
operation with one of the nicest white sandy beaches on Shuswap
Lake). The military experience of both men was highly valued
and they were asked to return to the army. A toss of a coin sent
Stone to Korea as commanding officer of the Princess Patricia
Canadian Light Infantry, and Thomson to India and Pakistan for
a year as a military observer with the UN. He then resumed a
career with Hiram Walker and Sons, rising to European sales
manager stationed in Great Britain. Among honors he received
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were the Freedom of the City of London, and the UN
Peacekeeping Medal.
In 1964 Syd's mother died and his father moved to England to
spend his remaining years, living with his son and Catriona. He
continued painting and writing until his death in 1972.
Syd and Catriona retired to Vancouver Island but in 1996
returned to Salmon Arm. Catriona died in 2000 and Syd, almost
94, in 2008.
Eva and Cyril Thomson were pioneers of Salmon Arm, as were
Eva's parents. They contributed to the progress of the country
through their own endeavours and the talent and industry of the
generations that followed. Cyril was a kind, dignified gentleman
and Eva epitomized the ideals of a lady. They left a legacy of
beautiful paintings and hundreds of stanzas of poetry such as this:
Give me a river flowing
Give me sunkissed pools and rills
Give me a clean wind blowing
The scent of the western hills.
Then will I know contentment
All worries will fade away
As mist fades from the valley
On a warm October day.
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DOROTHY SMUIN GROWING UP IN KEREMEOS
By Glenda

Emerson

er father, Frank Sorge, was born under a wagon in
Nebraska during a snowstorm, but Dorothy Smuin chose
to arrive a bit more comfortably. She was born at home in
Keremeos in the summer of 1918, the third daughter in the Frank
Sorge family. Raised in Keremeos with sisters Mary and Ruth,
Dorothy has documented her family's story in several books. This
is an overview of their life on the farm, as life was in the early
years of the 1900's.

H

In 1921 Dorothy's father built a new home in Keremeos for his
family. The house was a large, three-storey, boxy structure, with
four rooms up and four down. The kitchen had linoleum, but the
other floors consisted of bare boards, varnished brown.

Frank Sorge with daughters Ruthe and Dorothy

Glenda Emerson is a freelance writer and has been a contributor to the Western and Penticton
Herald. She was a member of the Penticton Museum staff, but now resides in Kelowna.
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"Every few years Mom would give the dining and living
rooms afresh coat, as well as the stairs. She had to get
it on early in the day, so we could get upstairs at
bedtime. I remember one time when, for some reason,
the steps were still too sticky to walk on, so Dad got the
ladder from the haystack and up we all went, over the
balcony railing and in to bed. It was a great adventure
for us girls."
There was no running water, also no tub for the first ten years.
Bathing was done by the kitchen stove, where the bath water was
heated on Saturday night. The hired man was banished while this
weekly ritual took place.
The property was a working farm and orchard. There were
usually two or three cows which, being named by the girls, had
feminine names such as Blossom and Pinkie. Mr. Sorge christened
all the bull calves Buckshot. There was also a team of Belgian
work horses, Queeny and Biddy. Horses were the power for all
farm work in those days and a good team was essential. Other
farm stock included pigs and chickens. At first, the family income
depended almost entirely on ground crops - potatoes, corn,
onions, carrots, turnips and parsnips. All the crops, except the
corn, were stored in the basement and sold locally during the
winter. The girls' jobs were the hoeing and weeding. Dorothy
remembers them wearing big straw hats, waiting at the shed door
while her father sat at his grindstone, sharpening their hoes.
As was usual in those days, everything possible was
homemade, particularly during the depression.
"Thrift and ingenuity were the order of the day. Nothing
was wasted. Clothing was mended, and mended again,
then cut up and used to patch other things."
During these lean times, adult clothing was cut down for
children. Flour sacks were sewn into dish towels, aprons and
pillow slips.
The girls had chores before they left for school at 8:15 a.m., a
mile and a half walk. One of Dorothy's jobs was to carry in a day's
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supply of wood for her mother in the wintertime. At an early age
the girls learned to darn and on Saturday mornings were
occupied darning their stockings. During the depression years of
the 1930's, the cotton stockings worn during the summer were
mended so often they became shapeless bags of darns.
As the orchard was soon flourishing, Mr. Sorge decided to run
a small cannery, using the soft fruits from his and his neighbours'
farms. The cans were soldered shut by hand. There were also
steam pressure cookers. In September the tomatoes ripened
quickly and often finding workers became a problem.
"The cannery was swamped with all the fruit and
growers, with their loaded wagons, had to wait for hours
to get unloaded. The loading and unloading was done by
hand, one box at a time. There were no pallets or
forklifts at that time. The grower lifted the boxes from
the wagon, handed them to the receiver in the cannery,
who stacked them on the scale. Then they were removed
by trolley. It was slow, taxing work and the poor horses
pulling the wagons just had to stand there in the hot
sun, with neither food nor water for a while."
One year Frank Sorge switched from growing tomatoes, to
corn. Once the girls were old enough to recognize corn that was
ready for picking, this became another of their tasks. They didn't
mind it too much as corn was easy to weed. When they got to the
end of the row, they would sit in the shade of the tall stalks and
play. They also had to pick fruit in the orchard. By ten or eleven,
they were climbing ladders alongside other workers. Dorothy was
never fond of this kind of work, but did her 'reluctant best'.
However, on her 12th birthday she'd had enough. In rebelling at
life in general and apricot picking in particular, she ceased work
and sat atop her ladder in protest. Her rebellion was short-lived
though, as her father came along and she soon found herself back
at work, with her strike over.
Life was not always about chores. Once a year a travelling
company called Chautauqua came through and presented a
variety of plays, music and other entertainment. "When the show
was over," Dorothy says, "we all cranked up our cars and went
OHS
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back home to the farm, where we relived the high points of the
show in our minds 'till the thrill wore off." At home, games such
as checkers, croquinole (a board game similar to billiards), and
card games were played with their father. When company arrived
in the evening, Chinese checkers and cards were popular. The
girls looked forward to times when their father made fudge or
molasses taffy for them during the winter.

Between the irrigation rows in the apricot block of the Sorge orchard are Ruth, Mary and
Dorothy with their mother (2nd L)

It was a healthy lifestyle with plenty of fresh air, green fields,
tall pine trees and streams to play in. Unfortunately, poison oak
was also a fact of country life for them.
"The most effective treatment known at the time was to
paint the rash with a solution of Permanganate of
Potash. The potash crystals were dissolved in water and
then Mom would swab on the dark, reddish-purple
concoction."
Influenza and scarlet fever were also prevalent at this time.
Frank Sorge became seriously ill with the influenza following
World War I. The illness caused him to become profoundly deaf
in later years. Dorothy was stricken with scarlet fever in 1929,
just before Christmas. As she was to be Alice in the school play
Alice in Wonderland, the performance had to be delayed for six
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weeks, while the family was under quarantine. Her father
managed to get to the local store for groceries and a radio. So,
while the rest of the family had their Christmas dinner
downstairs with the radio for company, Dorothy had hers all
alone upstairs with "only my imagination for company". When
she returned to school, the teacher rescheduled the play, which
was, by all accounts, a rousing success.
There was a lot of good, innocent fun in those days with church
picnics and ice cream socials, dances, swimming parties and
concerts. The dances were usually held at Victory Hall. There was
electricity, but the generator only ran in the evenings. The plant
operator would fill the fuel tank before going home to bed. The
lights would start to flicker around 1:00 a.m., which meant a mad
dash for the gasoline lamps that were kept in readiness. It was the
mid-1930's before the Sorge family got electricity in their home.
One of the most memorable dances was one that was attended
by the daughter of a local family. A trained dancer, living in the
United States at the time, she shocked the people of Keremeos by
performing an Arabian dance while wearing the traditional
costume of harem pants, with a bare midriff, skimpy top and
apparently most startling of all, bare feet!
Dorothy attended the four-room schoolhouse in Keremeos.
Having two older sisters, she was expected to achieve grades as
good as they had. They all had to show that their ten cent
scribblers were full before they could get new ones. Dorothy
continues to display traces of this ingrained thriftiness. She still
has the wooden ruler she used in school.
Her sisters, Mary and Ruth, were quite athletic, but Dorothy
preferred books and day dreams to most other activities. When
the travelling library finally arrived in Keremeos in the 1930's,
she was able to indulge per passion for reading, particularly
during the summer when there was less outside chores.
Dorothy finished school in 1937. She had studied art in high
school, but rather than furthering that interest as she had wished,
she opted, instead, for the more practical route of a business
course. This meant moving to Vancouver for two years to receive
her training.
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It was exciting, but also frightening, for a young woman alone
for the first time in her life. She took the train from the Penticton
Station which, at that time, was near Okanagan Lake where Gyro
Park is today. Her first sight of Vancouver city was not inspiring.
She remembers it being wet, crowded and gray. The ocean was a
depressing, murky colour, rather than the sparkling blue she had
expected. Thankfully, a school friend was there to meet her and
take her to a boarding house for the start of her big city
adventure.
She had left Keremeos "with its one-block business section, the
oiled gravel road and seven street lights, and here [she] was
riding a street car with traffic everywhere."
Dorothy had her first hamburger and fancy donut there, along
with many other experiences and 'firsts'. When she returned from
the city, Dorothy went to work in the Keremeos Packing House
office and later, the Co-operative Growers Packing House in
Penticton, then to Granby Mining Company at Copper Mountain
near Princeton.
In 1946 Dorothy became engaged to Lorenzo (Ren) Smuin.
They had met in Penticton at one of the city's regular Saturday
night dances. Ren was a fireman on the Kettle Valley Railway. He
was widowed with a son, Ren, and a daughter, Maureen. Ren and
Dorothy were married on August 28, 1946 in the United Church
in Keremeos, with a reception at home. They had four sons,
Gerald, Joe, Ron and Lyle.
The Smuins moved to Penticton in 1974, where Dorothy was
employed by the Penticton (R.N. Atkinson) Museum until her
retirement in 1983. Ren passed away in 1996 following
conditions related to Alzheimer's disease. Dorothy continued to
live in Penticton, until her passing in 2009.
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THE ANNALS OF A LUCKY MAN:
THE FRED RITCHIE STORY
By: Jack Godwin
red Ritchie feels he's been collecting rooster eggs
throughout his eventful life (l\ Today this active senior
looks out on the panorama of Lake Okanagan from his
Naramata home and counts his blessings. His has been a life of
many adventures, successes and contrasts- a city boy who felt
most at home in the country, an infantryman who aspired to
command tanks, a businessman who dreamed of being a farmer.
Fred Ritchie has experienced it all.

F

Fred was born in England in 1919, and he grew up in Montreal.
His father served in W W I and had risen through the ranks so
quickly that he became colonel of his battalion at age twenty-six.
"He fought at Ypres, Hill 70- all the big battles, but when he came
home he kept those horrible memories inside him. He never
talked about the war. That was the expectation in those days"
Fred recalls.
The oldest boy in a family of four children, Fred remembers
being raised to keep his own emotions contained. When W W II
broke out he responded to an unspoken sense of duty and enlisted
at age 20 along with most of the young men he knew. "It was a
foregone conclusion. I knew it was what I had to do." At the train
station his father shook his hand and confined his advice to, "Keep
your head down," while his mother kissed him on the check and
told him that the cookie jar would be full when he returned.
Fred's rooster eggs really began to hatch when his regiment was
ordered to travel across the country to Victoria after Japan
entered the war. The mission was to join with two other infantry
regiments sailing across the Pacific to defend Hong Kong. Fred's
unit, having had to travel the farthest to arrive, missed the boat
Jack Godwin is a former history teacher who, like Fred Ritchie, lives in Naramata. He is the
songwriter and lead singer of The Kettle Valley Brakemen. Jack finds Fred to be a cross between
David Niven and Gary Cooper, a complete gentleman but absolutely down to earth.
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(literally) and the men's lives were saved as a result. The two
other regiments arrived in Hong Kong before the ships that were
carrying their weapons got there, and just as the Japanese forces
invaded. Many of these men were slaughtered in the battle for
Hong Kong or interned in hellish slave labour camps.
Instead of a Japanese concentration camp, Fred's regiment
found itself stationed in Nanaimo. "We trained, we went on
marches, but I couldn't see any purpose in what we were doing."
Craving action and wanting to do 'his bit', Fred requested a
transfer to a tank unit. Luckily, the officer in charge of the
regiment had served with Fred's dad in WW I and cooperated in
expediting his transfer. Though his year of military experience
had seen him rise to the rank of lieutenant, Fred was amazed to
learn that a shift to the tanks would require him to take basic
training along with raw recruits. Luckily the training was carried
out at Camp Borden in Ontario so Fred had some time with his
fiancee, Percy. They had known each other throughout their
teenage years but it was only when Fred enlisted that romance
blossomed. "I guess there was something about that uniform,"
said Fred with a twinkle in his eye. "Between those three months
of basic training and three more months of tank training we got
married. Then I shipped out to Britain. Neither of us would ever
forget that tearful good-bye. We didn't know what our future
held." What it held was joy in the form of a baby daughter on the
way, and more good luck.
Fred's extra six months of training in Canada meant that he
arrived in Britain too late to participate in the ill-conceived
Canadian raid at Dieppe. Saved from the fall of Hong Kong and
now saved from the disaster of Dieppe, Fred was assigned to the
Calgary Tanks, a unit that had lost half of its tanks on the beach
at Dieppe. To Fred, this appointment felt like a huge break. "The
Calgarys had spirit- you could sense it. Being farm boys, many of
them had been around machinery all their lives. Tanks were a lot
like tractors. I was a city boy and pretty green but it didn't matter.
They were decent and cooperative and the best tank outfit in
England. After a couple of months of training up in Yorkshire we
shipped out for the invasion of Italy."
That Fred survived the landing at Sicily in July of 1943
involved another miraculous bit of luck. War can be a compelling
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spectacle. The sound of shells screaming overhead, the arcing
glow of tracer bullets and the flash and thunder of explosions all
have strong sensory appeal, especially for young men who feel
themselves invincible. Fred was standing on the deck of his troop
ship watching the opening bombardment when a German Stuka
screamed down and dropped five bombs around the front of the
ship. "I saw these splashes and I looked into the water and
thought, 'That's funny, I thought bombs made a bigger noise than
that'." Amazingly, all were duds. Fred chuckles as he remembers.
"I can honestly say I was hit by several pieces of shrapnel that
night. Fortunately they were spent fragments that fell from the
sky and hit me on the top of the helmet!"
Once ashore, The Calgarys saw little action. Sicily was
mountainous with narrow roads, therefore the worst kind of
country for tank warfare. The Italian troops they encountered
were interested in surrendering only while the Germans were
safely evacuating their forces in order to mount a strong defense
of the Italian mainland. So it wasn't until they had crossed the
Strait of Messina and begun slogging their way up the boot of
Italy that Fred's tanks faced determined German resistance.
"The 88s were the worse ( 2 V recalls Fred.
"I remember once our C Squadron was
rushing up a mountain road to help some
infantry capture a town and the German
artillery picked off the first tank and the
last tank in the formation. With nowhere
to maneuver they just 'brewed up' every
tank in the column." While tanks offer
protection from machine gun and mortar
fire, they were not safe places. The
American Sherman tanks Fred was
commanding were known as 'Ronsons'
for the way they burned. Gas-powered,
rather than diesel-powered, they
crammed three men into a confined
space surrounded by ammunition. If
an armour-piercing shell hit the tank,
those three men were in the center of
a bomb. That's a 'brew up'. Often the Fred
bodies were so totally charred in
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such an inferno that it was impossible to tell whether anyone had
managed to get out alive. Added to this danger was the fact that
German snipers were trained to target anyone sticking his head
out of a tank hatch. "No matter how hot it was in summer, we kept
our hatch closed and used the periscope for reconnoitering," said
Fred. Despite participating in some of the fiercest action of the
war, Fred's good fortune held. His tank was never hit.
The hardest fighting encountered by Fred and the Calgary tanks
took place below Monte Cassino as the combined allied forces
faced the Gustav Line. With a victory here, the road to Rome would
be open. In many ways this battle was typical of the disastrous
waste of human life in the Italian campaign. Having access to the
Ultra secret ®\ Allied generals could read the secret German code
and knew that some of Germany's best troops were dug into superb
defensive positions and ordered to hold them until death. It is an
axiom of warfare not to let the enemy pick the battlefield.
Despite this, American General Mark Clark's Fifth army and the
British Eighth launched a frontal attack on the Gustav Line. After
months of slaughter and stalemate, The Calgarys and their fellow
Canadians established a bridgehead across the Rapido River and
fought their way up the Liri Valley towards Rome. During this
bloody fighting, Fred remembers his personal joy at receiving a
gramophone record from his wife. "Some company paid for these
recordings and I carefully carried mine until I discovered a windup record player in a bombed-out house. With the war raging
around me, I sat in the rubble and listened to my wife and baby
daughter. It was a very emotional time for me."
Like every other soldier in extended combat, Fred Ritchie had
to face the growth of 'the worm' of fear. This condition, so aptly
described by Farley Mowat in his autobiographical work And No
Bird Sang, begins with that feeling of invulnerability which
allowed Fred to coolly watch the Stuka attack at the outset of the
campaign and progresses to an understanding that war's random
destruction meant death could happen to anyone. "Once you
accepted the idea that some friend died because 'his time was up',
then you became aware that your own time may be running out.
The worm of fear begins growing in your gut." The worst stage,
Fred explained, was the belief in the inevitability of your own
death. The longer a person was within the range of shelling, the
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greater this personal foreboding became. Luckily, Fred possessed
the organizational and administrative talent to rise to the position
of second in command of his regiment. "My job was to make sure
supplies of gasoline, ammunition and other essentials flowed
smoothly to the front. Each night I had to make contact with my
commanding officer who was in a forward position, but following
the battle of the Liri Valley I was considered more valuable to my
regiment in the rear echelon."
One of Fred's more clandestine 'administrative' duties
concerned arranging transport for 'the farm'. Since many of The
Calgarys had been farmers before the war, they took a keen
interest in the livestock that had been abandoned by local farmers
as the war moved through the Italian countryside. Possibly there
were less altruistic motives than animal husbandry for this
concern. Christmas 1943 had found The Calgarys camped
outside of Ortona eating grey, slimy rations that purported to be
canned turkey. Throughout 1944, regiment members strove
mightily to ensure that stray cattle, poultry and pigs did not fall
into German hands. Proficiency with a lariat, which was not a
skill possessed by their German foes, enabled The Calgarys to
collect an impressive herd of 'liberated livestock'. Careful to
schedule their precious animal convoys when Canadian army
brass was not using the roads, the Calgarys managed to keep 'the
farm' moving along with the regiment. By late 1944 the infantry
unit they had been supporting was out of combat. With no enemy
facing them, suffice it to say that Christmas 1944 was a huge
gastronomical improvement over the previous year. Surplus
turkeys were profitably bartered to other units in exchange for
missing festive essentials and The Calgarys enjoyed three days of
feasting and good fellowship. Fred swears that the Military Cross
he received was awarded because his tank unit was one of the first
to cross the Rapido River and NOT because of his skill at
coordinating the movement of 'the farm'.
Rome was liberated on June 4th 1944. The Normandy invasion
happened two days later. Both events took much of the intensity
out of the Italian campaign.
Upon returning to Canada at war's end, Fred experienced a
kaleidoscope of conflicting emotions. "I remember the first day
back at work wearing a suit rather than the uniform I'd worn for
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five years. I felt suddenly anonymous. I had been a junior
salesman in a cloth manufacturing company before the war and
that was the job I went back to, even though it had no appeal for
me." Fred's growing disenchantment with both 'the rag trade' and
life in the big city encouraged him and Percy, by now a well
respected artist, to begin dreaming of moving to the country and
taking up farming.
This dream began to come true when Fred and Percy arrived in
B.C. to attend his brother's wedding. "It was June, cherry season,
when we first visited the Okanagan, and we thought, 'This is it!'"
Once again Fred's luck held because they arrived in Naramata in
1956. "The big freeze of 1955 had wiped out some orchardists
and there was prime land for sale. We were very green but the
local farmers were extremely helpful and friendly. We knew
immediately this was a great place
to live and raise our kids. We
couldn't have been happier."

Fred and Percy

54 years later, Fred Ritchie is
one of the most respected and
best loved citizens of Naramata.
His ninetieth birthday party
was a community celebration.
Though he recently lost Percy,
he feels he has no reason to
complain. "We enjoyed 63
H wonderful years, and Percy's
spirit lives on in her
paintings. Having been
lucky in life and lucky in
love, I can honestly say I
have no regrets." Fred's
legion of friends and
admirers hope he continues to enjoy rooster
eggs at breakfast for
skiing at Apex in 1985.
many more years!
FOOTNOTES

1) "If a man is lucky, even his rooster will lay eggs." (Russian proverb)
2) Editor's Note: An 88 refers to the German anti-tank artillery used throughout WW II.
3) Editor's Note: Ultra was the ability to decrypt encrypted German radio communication.
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THE GRAY FAMILY —
OVER 1 0 0 YEARS IN MARA
By Estelle Noakes
homas Gray left Yorkshire, England, on the advice of a
druggist who thought the trip would be beneficial for his
health. He landed in Halifax inl883, eventually making his
way to Toronto where he worked at Pickerton College and then
in construction where he helped lay the cornerstone for Eaton's
Department Store. Thomas left Ontario in 1884 travelling down
the Missouri River looking for good farmland. In Chicago he saw
a job bulletin seeking workers to lay the CPR track in British
Columbia. He made his way to the Rogers Pass where he worked
for the railway until its completion and was only a mile away
when the last spike was driven in at Craigellachie.

T

In 1885, Thomas bought a horse and saddle at Sicamous and
headed for Penticton where he worked in a sawmill. On his way
to Penticton, he passed through Mara and it reminded him so
much of his home in England that he endeavoured to return and
did so in 1887, where he preempted 160 acres in the district now
known as Mara.
It was promising land but the majority was forest and needed
to be cleared before it would be viable farmland. A sawmill
operated on the land for some years. Logging was the main means
of generating income, which paid for the clearing, plowing and
seeding of the land. Gradually a mixed farm emerged producing
cream to sell and raising sheep, pigs, cows, chickens and geese.
Thomas married Kathleen Eibenberger in December of 1894 ^\
Kathleen at nineteen years of age, in 1894, travelled alone from
Hungary to stay with her godmother, Mrs. Van Houck who lived
near the Gray farm. Her journey took 33 days. Eager to leave the
tyranny of her home country, Kathleen avidly embraced pioneer
Estelle Noakes is a descendent of early pioneers of the Magna Bay area of the North Shuswap.
She began writing in the 1990s and is the author of Shuswap Pathways, Shuswap Secrets and
Seymour Arm as well as numerous articles for newspapers, magazines and historical journals.
She currently resides in Deep Creek, north of Enderby.
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life. During an era when
women
were
scarce,
Thomas Gray was certainly
fortunate to marry this
unique woman. Kathleen
supplemented their income
with the sale of baking and
cooked for the bachelors.
She helped in all aspects of
farm life, befriended the
native people and provided
some medical assistance to
the settlers and native
people. Kathleen was a
school trustee for twentyfive years and also worked
diligently for the cause of
women's suffrage and rights.
Thomas built a house on
the east side of the Shuswap
River (then called the
Spallumcheen) near the
present bridge. The home
burned in 1909 but they
were able to build a larger
Thomas and Katherine Gray, 1937.
[Courtesy Wayne Woodford]
home quickly after the
disaster and it was finished
in 1910. This home served the Grays and their descendants until
the late '50s when it was torn down and a new house built. Of
their eleven children, three died when very young leaving them
with four girls and four boys. They were Ethel, Bob, Ernie, Albert,
Laura, Bea, Tom and Katie.
Entertainment was homemade in the early days with many
events utilizing the school. There were cards, dances, theatre and
dinners. May 24th celebrations were looked forward to. Fishing,
picnics and swimming were popular in the summer, sledding and
skating in the winter.
In spite of the hard work pioneering and raising a family,
Kathleen in an interview in 1958 said she had never regretted
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Gray farm in Mara, 1950's. [Courtesy Norm Gray]

coming to Canada. Thomas Gray died in 1941 at Mara; Kathleen
in 1960 at Enderby.
Two of Thomas and Kathleen's children, Ethel and Tom settled
in the Mara area. Another, Bea (Boswell) left in 1941 and returned
in the 1970s.
Ethel, born in 1896 was the eldest child. In spite of the hard
work Ethel enjoyed farm life She began school at age five to help
boost the attendance record and left after grade seven as her
mother needed her help at home. Ethel married a baker, Mr.
Joseph Doerflinger who had a bakery in Enderby ®.
Tom Gray was born on December 7, 1910 on the family farm in
Mara. Tom was the youngest son and he was five when he began
milking cows and he continued to do so for more than fifty years.
In an interview in 2006, Tom reminisces about his early days.
His father, Thomas operated a store on the farm property and the
storekeeper taught Tom to play crib - even before he went to
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school he was a crib pro. At seven years old, a friend of the family,
George Little, took him trapping for muskrat and beaver. Tom
remembers the building of the swing bridge at Mara and how
horses were used on the ice to put in the bridge pilings.
Tom scalded his face badly when he was a youngster. He
remembers it being dressed with thick cow's cream and it healed
quite well. His school years were at the two-room schoolhouse at
Mara. When he was in eighth grade (the highest level the school
taught) there were 96 kids in the two schoolrooms.
At the age of thirteen, Tom obtained his driver's license.
Someone was needed to drive the family's new McLaughlin Buick
and Tom was very willing to do so. Often the family would all
travel to Mara Lake — sometimes up to nine passengers in the car.
On one of these days, Tom came upon a car parked jutting out
into the road with people standing across from it. Tom made the
choice to hit the car — rather than the people. It turned out to be
the Mayor of Enderby's car and Tom was the talk of the town for
a few weeks.

Tom and Olive Gray. [Courtesy Norm Gray]
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Tom Gray and Olive Fenton both loved to dance and that is
where they met. Olive Elizabeth Fenton was born on December
3, 1918 at Enderby. Her parents were Alma and Richard Mills
Fenton. Olive had one older sister, Frances. Originally from
Ireland, Richard Fenton had arrived in Canada in 1894. He
obtained al60-acre homestead north of Enderby bordering the
Shuswap River. The Fentons lived on what is now Fenton Road.
The Fenton family had a mixed farm and sold cream. Olive went
to school at Springbend School and then later to Enderby for high
school. She then worked in a packing plant until her marriage.
Olive and Tom were married on the 14th of November 1940 in
St. George's Anglican Church at Enderby. Olive was 21 and Tom,
29. Tom's father, Thomas was blind for his last years and Tom had
been running the Gray farm for quite a few years at the time of
his marriage. The newlyweds settled in on the farm along with
Thomas and Kathleen. Thomas Gray had sold off some of the
land in bits and pieces through the years, and the farm at that
time was about 80 acres.
Tom and Olive's first son, Murray was born in 1944 followed by
Norman in 1947. These were very busy years for the family. As
well as maintaining a large vegetable garden and the canning and
preserving, Olive helped with the tractor work. She also filled in
when needed to milk cows and feed the animals. She did find
time to grow flowers as well as for sewing.
In the next years, improvements to the farm included a water
system and the first tractor in 1942. The Grays continued with
mixed farming and milked about fourteen cows by hand. Power
was put into the farm in 1947, which certainly improved farm life.
Tom did custom work for other farmers baling and combining.
Tom and Olive raised pigs and did well with them. With the
proceeds they were able to build a new house in the late '50s.
The Mara community was very active with cards, dances and
square dancing (Tom was the caller at times). Tom curled until he
was 92 years old. Olive was a willing volunteer for the
Community Club. She was instrumental in forming a company of
girl guides. Shortly after it was formed they had an invitation to
meet Lady Baden Powell. Olive put all the girls in the delivery
truck to attend this event. Olive also coached softball.
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In 1950, Tom suffered his only serious illness- he developed an
ulcer and had one third of his stomach removed in Kamloops
where he spent a month recovering. Olive suffered a heart attack
at the early age of 51 and shortly after had bypass surgery. Both
regained their health. Tom made his own beer for many years and
when asked the source of his good health he attributed it to the
glass of beer he drank every day.
Tom and Olive took time away from the farm for camping and
fishing trips and their camper was probably one of the most
travelled in Canada. They enjoyed boating around Shuswap Lake
and Tom became an avid water skier, which he continued to do
until he was 70 years old. Both Tom and Olive loved golf.
The Grays leased out the farm in the mid-1960s and continued
to do so for more than ten years until their son Murray returned
in 1978 to take over the running of the farm. At that time, Tom
and Olive moved into the empty Fenton home in Enderby on
Knight St. in 1967. There were too many idle hours for Tom and
he was soon working at a local garage but taking the summers off
to travel to many world locations. He also worked as an agent for
Mutual Insurance. The Grays next moved to Salmon Arm Drive
in Enderby in 1969, where Olive was able to indulge her love for
flower cultivation.
Tom and Olive Gray lived in the Mara and Enderby areas all
their lives. They had two sons, three grandchildren and six great
grandchildren. They lived a rich, full life enhanced by their family
and friends and many unique experiences. They moved into
Piccadilly Terrace Retirement Residence in Salmon Arm in 2006.
After almost sixty-eight years of marriage, Tom passed away in
Salmon Arm on October 4, 2008, Olive on April 15, 2009.
Murray Gray worked in Prince George for many years. He
returned to take over the farm in 1978. Murray's son, Chad works
with his father and will soon be taking over, which makes it a
fourth generation farm. Murray and Chad milk around sixty cows
in addition to raising their own forage crops. Through the years,
Murray has bought back most of the land that his grandfather
sold and the farm is back to its original 160 acres. A few years ago
a plaque was given to the Grays by the Ministry of Agriculture,
marking the continuous operation of the Gray farm for over one
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hundred years. Chad and his wife Lineah (Fast) have one son
Jackson and a daughter, Jordan.
Norman and his wife Bonnie (Lyall) live at Sunnybrae. Norm
worked in Alberta returning to this area in 1981. He works in
sawmill design. Bonnie is a realtor. They have two children, Ryan
and Allana. Ryan and his wife Nadine (Bopp), have three
children, Aiden, Daniel and Emma. Allana is married to Jamie
Stuart and they have a daughter, Autumn.

Gray family, 1986. Back: Tom, Olive, Bonnie, Norm, Marlene, Murray Gray.
Front: Alana, Ryan, Chad Gray. Courtesy Shirley Parsons

Footnotes
1) Her story was printed in Okanagan Historical Report, # 22.
2) Her story was printed in Okanagan Historical Report, # 43.
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O N E WITH NATURE: IRVINE ADAMS
By Sherril Foster
f you have never been to the Okanagan an Adams' pastel can
take you there! His landscapes, with their subtle shades of
light and shadow, colour and detail capture this beautiful
valley at its best. There is no denying that Irvine Adams of
Summerland, BC was one of North America's most talented pastel
artists and his legacy lives on through his exquisite works that
can be found around the world.

I

"Adams has been represented in the Paris Salon, in the Royal
Society of British Artists and has exhibited in the Pastel Society
and the Summer Salon held in the Royal Institute Galleries,
London, England. His work has been shown in California, in the
Florida International Exhibition and the American Watercolor
Exhibit at the National Academy Galleries in New York. His
pastels are in the permanent collection of the Glenbow
Foundation, Alberta and in private collections around the world.
He was also listed in Who's Who in American Art, Who's Who in
the West and in the Dictionary of International Biography. Awards
have been won in Florida, California and Paris."
Such articles and accounts are definitely impressive and
illustrate what Irvine accomplished in his lifetime as an artist.
However how he got to that place took some persistence and was
certainly not a smooth road.
Born in Swan Lake, Manitoba in 1902, Irvine was the fourth
child of Silas Hamblin and Ann Jane "Jennie" Docking. Irvine's
siblings were: Clarence Reginald, Helen Fern, Fairy Regina and
Ernest Hope, Silas' son from his previous marriage.
"It was at the age of one and a half years that I moved my
family to Summerland and became a pioneer!" explained Irvine
many years later. In 1904 the Adams family travelled west and
settled in a small, rented house on the lakeshore in Summerland
Sherril Foster is the Administrator of the Summerland Museum and would like to express her
thanks to the Adams family, Irvine's nephews Don and Brian Adams and niece Beryl Hammerton
for their participation and assistance in the Irvine Adams project.
5 4 OHS

IRVINE ADAMS

before moving to their farmland property in Garnett Valley three
years later. The Adams children started out in a one-room school
nearby and later attended the Central School and High School in
West Summerland where Irvine completed his matriculation
(grade 12) in 1923. Throughout his schooling he excelled in
drawing and sketching and enjoyed participating in sports as a
member of the track, baseball and basketball teams. He also
dabbled in theatre and performed with the Operatic Society.
When Irvine was fourteen years old his father died of an
ongoing heart problem and extra responsibility fell to the young
men of the family to run the farm to help pay the bills. Irvine
began working at a local fruit packing house, which he continued
to do for nineteen seasons. Still contemplating a career in art,
Irvine took a drawing test through correspondence with an art
school from Minneapolis, Minnesota. He scored ninety-six per
cent which led to a two-year course and his first foray into an art
career as a commercial artist. Irvine used his skills to design
letterhead, signs and posters for local businesses and images for
fruit box labels but there wasn't much of a demand for his services.
In the summer of 1931 Irvine's sister, Fairy, invited a friend and
fellow teacher at Coqualeetza Residential School in Sardis, BC to
visit the Okanagan. That was when Irvine first met Doreen
Milsom and by all accounts, it was love at first sight!
Irvine headed off to the big city in 1933 to attend a Vancouver
art school for a couple of semesters. While at the school he began
to make his mark in the art world as was reported the Penticton
Herald in 1934: "Mr. Irvine C. Adams has received word that
three pictures submitted by him to the Vancouver Art Gallery
have been accepted by the gallery committee and are now
included in the BC Artists Exhibit. Mr. Adams says he finds more
beauty of color and possibilities of pictorial composition here
than elsewhere, consequently many of his paintings are scenes of
the Okanagan. This young artist, who is rapidly gaining
recognition in art circles for his clever interpretation of landscape
subjects in pastels and watercolours, is a student at the H.
Faulkner Smith School of Fine and Applied Arts, Vancouver."
Meanwhile, in the romance department, Irvine and Doreen
Milsom were exchanging numerous letters and photographs and it
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wasn't long before they were talking
about a future together. Doreen
resigned from the Coqualeetza
School in 1934 and arrived in
Penticton to assist Fairy Adams set
up a business, "The Adams
Academy of Dress Design and
Needlecraft." It operated from one
of the front rooms of the Three
Gables Hotel on Main Street.
Having helped Fairy get a
start, Doreen came up with her
own business idea and in 1935
started the Milsom Candy
Manufacturing
Company,
crafting
hand-made
chocolates. Doreen did well
selling her product from
Osoyoos to Trail and even
the
Hudson's
Bay
Company carried her line
of candy.
On August 14, 1936
Irvine & Doreen
Irvine and Doreen were
married in St. Stephen's Anglican Church in West Summerland.
After the couple honeymooned for a few days at Crescent Beach
they settled into a tent house in Peach Orchard, later moving into
a rented house in the same area.
A couple of years later Irvine left Summerland to do his part for
World War Two. He and a few friends headed east to enlist in the
Air Force but Irvine was rejected for active duty because of his age.
He did however, get a job with Canadian Associated Aircraft Ltd. in
St. Hubert, Quebec and Doreen travelled east to join her husband.
Irvine was then sent to the east coast where he repaired aircraft at
Clark Ruse Aircraft Ltd. and he and Doreen moved to Eastern
Passage, Nova Scotia. In 1944 Irvine was released from Clark Ruse,
so he and Doreen headed home. Upon their arrival in Summerland,
Irvine made a decision; his paints were all dried up so said Irvine,
"I chucked them and that was the finish of my life as a commercial
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artist." However, he ordered chalk pastels from Toronto to continue
with fine art and found work to put food on the table with Kenyon
and Killick Construction, the company hired to rebuild the water
towers along the Kettle Valley Railway line.

Irvine and Doreen purchased their own home in Peach
Orchard in 1946 naming it "Sleepy Hollow." By the 1950s Irvine
was out in the bush working for the Agur Logging Company, as a
faller, grader and a scaler. In the logging camps Irvine painted in
the evenings from sketches and photographs that he had created
during the day. In 1950 Irvine successfully entered three of his
works in the third International Juried Art Show in Kelowna. He
continued to submit his works to various shows and in 1952
received his first "prize", the Grumbacher Award of Merit at the
Florida International Art Exhibition. In 1958 Irvine entered two
pastels in the Spring Salon in Paris and in 1959 he was juried into
the Summer Salon, Royal Institute Galleries in London, England.
This was the beginning of his exposure in Europe and it would
serve him well for many years. An article in the Penticton Herald
later stated: "Visitors come [to Summerland] from all over;
Africa, England, the US and Sweden. Friends bring friends and
others come because they have found Irvine's name in one of the
catalogues on display at large exhibits. Many come to buy. These
people can put their name on a list if they are willing to wait.
Right now Irvine has a backlog of seventy commissions. He
himself doesn't own one of his own creations; they are spread out
all over the continent."
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In 1961 the sawmill business slackened and retooling of the
lumber mill where Irvine was working, was undertaken. It was
then that Irvine finally made the decision to become a full-time
artist. He applied to the Canada Council for grants to assist the
creation of various art projects, only to be turned down five
times. However, he continued to paint from his studio, "Twin
Brooks" which was his living room.
As Irvine persisted with his art career, Doreen worked on her
forte, writing. She had received an Honourable Mention in 1950

Doreen & Prize

with a lyric poem in the Canadian Author's Association
publication but discovered her talent in another form of writing.
Having taken a course in jingle writing, she began a winning
streak with entries in various contests. She won everything from
a jar of Noxema to a brand new car! In 1966 Doreen found her
true passion and became very involved with the Okanagan
Similkameen Parks Society. A founding member, she was
instrumental in securing park status for the Cathedral Lakes and
as the chairman of the Okanagan Mountain Park Committee, was
successful in having the area declared a Class "A" Park in 1973.
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Irvine's pastels continued to be juried in European shows
throughout the 1960s. One-man exhibitions of his works were
held in Summerland, Kelowna and Penticton. In 1964 one of his
pastels was juried into the American Watercolor Society's 97th
annual Art Exhibition in New York which featured 337 works
from 304 artists, only two of which were Canadians.
By the early 1970s Irvine was considered one of Canada's two
outstanding pastel painters. He was commissioned by N.L. Barlee
of Canada West Magazine to produce colour plates of scenes of
the South Okanagan and Similkameen. About that time, he was
also chosen to create a work for Queen Elizabeth II, to be
presented when she visited the South Okanagan. In 1976 Irvine
was invited by Kelowna artist R. Dow Reid to take part in
"Okanagan Image," a valley-wide arts celebration sponsored by
the Okanagan Mainline Regional Arts Council. Irvine's pastels
were in demand but the price tag on "an Adams" was ridiculously
low. Perhaps that was what the market would bare at that time or
what Irvine thought his work was worth?
In 1982 Irvine created his last work, "A Medieval Touch." Said
Irvine of the piece, "I returned to that place only a couple of times
but I'm glad I did that because now it's for posterity as half of that
cliff slid into the lake."
His first print, "On a Still Day" was released in 1988. The
Summerland Review reported: "From the proceeds, Irvine and
Doreen Adams donated funds to the Art Gallery of the South
Okanagan (AGSO) to help the gallery continue to bring in fine
exhibitions and provide art education to the southern valley. In
addition a further donation was made to the Summerland Art
Gallery committee to help establish their long-sought dream."
That same year the AGSO exhibited Irvine's works in a show
called "Retrospect." Forty-seven pieces were collected from
private and public sources throughout the Valley. Recollected
Irvine afterwards, "My paintings literally went from the kitchen
table out the back door, often so fast I never got the chance to
know my work. My recent retrospective ... was my chance to be
reacquainted with some of this work. I was deeply moved by this
experience. Actually it was somewhat like a reunion with longlost intimate friends."
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Irvine Clinton Adams
passed away in June, 1992.
His paintings leave a lasting
legacy of this gentle man and
his extraordinary talent. Said
Bruce Crawford, Summerland
artist; "[Irvine was] a huge,
huge influence on me, much
the way I think about the art
and my approach to it... It's
hard to point to any one
thing, other than I think I can
see through his eyes. I
absolutely admire what he's
left behind for me. He really
painted
the
Okanagan.
Nobody's
painted
the
Okanagan as far as I'm
concerned, like he did."
Doreen Adams passed away
in December, 1995. Nephew,
Brian Adams wrote in the
Summerland
Review;
"Doreen and

Irvine had s o

Irvine & Doreen

much in common. Their love
of the outdoors gave them a lifelong commitment to
environmental concerns. While Irvine expressed this through his
art, Doreen poured her tireless energies into the Okanagan
Similkameen Parks Society." With the funds procured through
the sale of Irvine's remaining limited edition prints and art cards,
an additional legacy, the Irvine and Doreen Adams Memorial
Fund, was set up. All proceeds are donated to the Community
Foundation of the South Okanagan with the money divided
between an annual entrance bursary for a Fine Arts Diploma
student at Okanagan College and capital to support parks
conservation efforts with the Okanagan Similkameen Parks
Society.
In 1999 Okanagan Life magazine published an article on the
Okanagan's "Top Twenty-five People of the Century." Among the
prestigious group were Irvine and Doreen Adams. Summerland
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proclaimed a week in May of 2000 as Irvine and Doreen Adams
Week and the Summerland Art Gallery hosted a special evening in
their honour.
In 1997, in accordance with the wishes of Irvine and Doreen
Adams, there was an announcement that their property in Peach
Orchard would become a natural park. Municipal council's
support was sought to designate and zone as parkland, their 3.5acre property. Local clubs helped set up the Adams Bird Sanctuary
beginning in 2000 and a loop trail was completed. Interpretive
signage to inform visitors about the wildlife in the Sanctuary was
installed and the job was given to a group of young people from
the community, the Summerland Asset Development Initiative
(SADI). They had shown an interest in and had worked on the
former Adams' property, clearing weeds and planting shrubs and
trees. SADI enthusiastically accepted the task as a youth research
and development project and completed signs were installed by
the Summerland Parks Department in the fall of 2007.
Even though it was evident that at one time Irvine Adams was
well-known in Paris and London, he was also obviously loved and
respected in his own community. In preparing a Community
Memory, "One with Nature: The Life and Art of Irvine Adams" for
the Virtual Museum of Canada, it was most gratifying to discover so
many of his works that are still cherished. Many of Irvine's pastels
were commissioned, many purchased for small amounts when
times were tough and many were inherited by a younger generation
that still holds dear the beautiful paintings that their parents
cherished. The life of this gentle soul and the remarkable and
unique art of Irvine Adams will always be appreciated and admired.

Family Photo
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By Roy Boss
ydia Doris Boss was the eldest child of Gerhard and
Katharina Penner. She was born October 15, 1912 in the
Mennonite village of Neu-Schoensee, Sagradowka, South
Russia (now the Ukraine).

L

Her early years were spent in Neu-Schoensee where her father
was the principal of the local High School. The family lived in the
"teacher's house" located beside the school. The situation in their
home area was, at that time, chaotic.
During the First World War her father was forbidden to
continue teaching because of his religious beliefs, so he did
alternate military service as head of a large Red Cross hospital.
While he was away Lydia went with her mother, younger brother,
Philip, and sister Katherine to live with their maternal
grandparents. Philip and Katharina Isaak lived in the village of
Friedensfeld, near Borzenko, a day's journey north of
Sagradowka. Grandfather Isaak was the part-owner of a small
grist mill located directly across from his home and their mother's
siblings all lived in the village.
Lydia and her brother attended school in Friedensfeld for a short
time but it soon closed because of political unrest. They learned
Russian at school but spoke German at home. The children loved
to read and there was a lot of music in their home. Their father
played the violin and their mother played the organ. Grandfather
Isaak played the flute. There was a pond across from their
grandparent's home and in summer they all loved to swim. In
winter they slid down the snowy hills on boards. Lydia also
remembered having fun creating a "high jump" with y-shaped
twigs and a twig cross-bar. Her nickname was "blitz maeder" or
"lightning girl".
Roy Boss, eldest son of Rawleigh and Lydia Boss, is a retired elementary school teacher and
principal, currently living in Port Coquitlam, BC along with his wife Donna, and their three
children Shanna, Traci and Andrew. Many thanks go to his maternal grandparents, and to his
cousin, Sydney MacKenna of Vancouver for their meticulous recording of family history. Much
of the information contained in this article was painstakingly translated from German from
original family diaries into English by Lydia herself, when she was in her 80"s.
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During the Russian Revolution, which followed World War I,
life became even more difficult for her family than it had been
during the war. Food was scarce and there was much looting
and burning of the prosperous Mennonite villages by roaming
bandits. People feared for their lives. Mennonites in Canada
heard of their plight and tried to help by sending aid and
arranging for emigration to Canada. In 1923, more than a year
after they had applied to emigrate, Lydia and her family were
permitted to come to Canada, with the help of their fellow
Mennonites, the Canadian government and the CPR. The Penner
family, having to forsake most of their material belongings in the
process, was among the first to leave that year.
Travelling with Lydia and her family were her paternal
grandfather Heinrich Penner and his wife, as well as her five
uncles and two aunts and their families. Lydia's father and
paternal grandfather, both teachers, were eligible to emigrate to
Canada only because they were NOT landowners. Her landowning maternal grandparents were not permitted to emigrate
and the younger male members of their family all mysteriously
"disappeared". A few years later, during the Stalin years, the
grandparents would end their days in Siberia.
Before leaving their home, the family had to hide in the corn
fields as they prepared to sneak out of the country. The Penner
family left Friedensfeld on June 22, 1923, travelling in a box-car
that had been fitted out to house two families. Lydia remembered
wearing a bright red jacket and sitting at the front of the wagon
with the driver on the way to the train station. Her family thought
that perhaps the Communists would be sympathetic to the traveller
wearing red! Lydia had other ideas, though, as she was fearful that
a bright red coat would make her a more visible target for the
soldiers' rifles! The family had to bring enough food to last the
month it would take to come to Canada and of course, took only
what was most important to them
father's violin, mother's silver
samovar for making tea, clothing and father's precious books. It
was her brother Philip's responsibility to look after the violin... as
well as a huge round of cheese made by Grandmother Isaak.
The train only travelled at night so it took almost two weeks to
get to Libau, near the city of Riga, Latvia. Lydia remembered the
uncles slipping off the train once when the train had stopped for
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the day. They had carried a bag full of paper money and though
they returned with a much lighter bag, had only a small amount
of bread to show for all that money. Sometimes the train stopped
near a river and then they'd all have a swim and a good wash...
and a cup of tea made on the samovar. The adults tried their best
to keep everything clean and sanitary during the journey. One
time, as the train was making its way across the country, Aunt
Susie went to the back of their box car and attempted to empty
the contents of their precious, and only, chamber pot.
Unfortunately, the pot went flying, along with its contents!
In the port of Libau the family was able to board the S.S. Bruton
to sail to Southampton, England. Here, all the family members
underwent medical inspection. Lydia's immediate family passed
inspection (though mother's bowed legs were at first suspect) but
one aunt was left behind for a month until an eye infection healed.
After a few days in Southampton, the Penners boarded the
"Empress of France" and on July 10th they sailed for Canada. Most
members of the family were sea-sick throughout the voyage and
Lydia didn't remember eating any meals at all. The exception was
brother Philip who not only wasn't sea-sick, but able to enjoy his
freedom from supervision! He was able to explore the ship, fly a
kite and practise his English with his grandfather. He also managed
to eat most of the large cheese plus all the oranges provided for
each member of the family every morning! Their mother, was five
months pregnant, and was sea-sick for the entire voyage.
On July 17th Lydia and her family landed in Quebec City. From
there they took a train across the prairies and arrived in Herbert,
Saskatchewan on July 23rd....a month after leaving their
grandparents in Friedensfeld. Apparently they were fed a lot of
baloney sandwiches on the train and in later years, they always
referred to it as the "baloney" train! The uncles and aunts settled
in and around Waldheim, Saskatchewan but since Lydia's mother
had distant relatives in Herbert she decided that would the place
for her. These relatives duly met the train and arranged for them
all to be looked after. They also presented the family with fresh
oranges. All except Philip were happy to receive them!
During the first month in Canada Lydia's parents went to work
on a farm where her father helped with harvesting and their
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mother helped feed the harvesters. They took Lydia's sister Kay
with them but left Lydia and Philip behind in Herbert with a
family who were good friends they'd known in Russia. Later,
Lydia joined her parents so she could look after her little sister.
By the end of the summer Lydia's parents were able to put a down
payment on a very small house which cost about $500 and was
located quite near the school. In November, sister Susanne was
born...the first in the family to be born in Canada. Three years
later, in 1926, brother Henry was born. On Boxing Day in 1933,
Lydia's youngest sister Rhoda was born...a late Christmas
surprise to all the children!
Lydia and brother Phil started school in September of 1923 and
were put in the same Grade IV class. They had a very kind teacher
who taught them separately and they were both able to join the
regular Grade V class with their peers the next year. Little sister
Kay began school that year, too. Lydia and Phil stayed together in
the same grade all through school and always shared their
textbooks. Lydia worked hard and always brought schoolwork
home and especially remembered once getting 100% in a Grade
XII trigonometry exam. She graduated with Senior Matriculation
in 1931.
During the Herbert years their father worked at various jobs to
make ends meet, including doing the accounts for a local
business and menial labour digging ditches. Lydia's mother
crocheted lace tablecloths for Eatons and was paid $8.00 for each
cloth. In later years her father worked for the Mennonite
Colonization Board helping to collect the debt owed to the CPR
by each immigrant family. During all this time he was active as a
lay preacher in the Mennonite Brethren Church and eventually,
he was ordained as a minister.
Lydia's family moved to Saskatoon in 1932 so she and her
brother Phil could attend Normal School. When they finished,
Phil became principal of a two-room school but Lydia,
unfortunately, landed ( in her words) in the dry belt of
Saskatchewan where at age 19, she became a teacher. The School
Board had no money to buy fuel, let alone to pay a teacher, so
school only ran from March to November. The Depression and
Prairies drought were in full force. Lydia recalls one day when the
sandhiils were piled high against the fence posts, and as she
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prepared to go to school that day, her leather shoelaces
disintegrated. She was forced to tie up her shoes with string, and
she walked to school to discover that the dreaded inspector was
there for a supervisory visit. Needless to say, she was quite
embarrassed!She was paid $15 a month plus room and board, and
due to the money shortage, she was still owed much of her pay
when she left after her first year in November. She then worked
as a nurse's aide at the Saskatoon City Hospital for some time
until she had enough money to enter nurses' training at the
Winnipeg General Hospital. The last $15 that she had earned
teaching finally came to her when she was in her second year of
training, and it allowed her to go home for her only holiday
during her three years in Winnipeg.
In 1938 the Penner family, moved from Saskatoon to Rosthern,
Sask. when their father was asked to work for the Mennonite
Colonization Board. Brother Phil had lived away from home since
his university days and was married in Saskatoon in 1940. Sisters
Kay and Susanne were married in Rosthern in 1944. By that time,
Lydia, now a graduate R.N. from Winnipeg General, was also
living in Rosthern and looking after her mother who was
bedridden with a severe heart condition for seven months.
In 1945 Lydia moved with her parents to Chilliwack, B.C.
where she worked at the Chilliwack General Hospital. Brother
Philip and family moved there a few months later. Lydia later
took Public Health training at UBC. After earning her degree, she
went to work in Armstrong as the Public Health Nurse for the
area in 1948.
Lydia's territory included Armstrong, Spallumcheen, Fintry,
Falkland and Deep Creek. Because of the large area that she
served as Public Health nurse, she was forced to learn how to
drive, something which she had never before had to do. Although
being very apprehensive about this daunting task, she was
successful in getting her driver's license. She went on to have a
clean driving record — no accidents or tickets (at least as far as her
family knew about) for over fifty years! A remarkable
achievement in itself! The first Public Health Office was a lean-to
on the side of the Hassen Building. This space was shared with
Harvey Brown, the plumber, and the secretary from the
Armstrong Hospital. Later, the Public health Unit was relocated
to a building on Railway Avenue, next to the United Church.
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Now in the late 1940's, a woman with a university degree and
a career was somewhat of a rarity, and it didn't take long in
Armstrong until the new and very pretty young nurse attracted
quite a bit of attention from the locals. One in particular was
Rawleigh Boss, a young dairy farmer. Lydia had seen him acting
in a play at Christmas time, and had expressed a passing curiosity
about him, but he did not see her until one night when he ended
up sitting behind her at a donkey baseball game. In donkey
baseball, the players would hit the ball, then jump on the back of
a 'well-trained' donkey and head off to first base. If lucky, the
players would make it there, but sometimes, with donkeys being
what they are, the animal would stop and refuse to move! It was,
as they say, love at first sight. They finally met at an Old Time
Dance, where they had their first official date. They were married
in Chilliwack at Lydia's family home on July 28th, 1950. For
Rawleigh, this was the first wedding that he had ever attended —
his own! They slipped away on a five day honeymoon to
Vancouver, Seattle, Grand Coulee Dam, and back through the
Okanagan.
Rawleigh continued working on the family dairy farm, while
Lydia continued with her nursing work. Much of her work
consisted of travelling to Enderby, Falkland and Deep Creek,
visiting families and holding vaccination clinics for both adults
and students in the local schools. Getting needles was frightening
for most children, but Lydia had several tricks up her sleeve to
take the sting out of the experience. One of her favorites was to
use a cotton swab to draw bunnies on the arms of the children
with the antiseptic just prior to the injection. The children were
so fascinated with the bunny that they completely forgot about
the needle until it was over. She gained the reputation as being
'the best darn needle-giver in the country'.
A good portion of Lydia's job as a Public health Nurse involved
dealing with people's problems, so at the end of the day she liked
to get away from people. Rawleigh, on the other hand, after a day
of dealing with cows, liked to get away by dealing with people, so
he tried to join in as many community activities as possible. Lydia
soon realized, after a while, that getting involved in the positive
aspects of the community was a good way to get her mind off
work. Over the years, one would be hard pressed to find an
activity or event in Armstrong that they were not involved in to
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some extent or another, either through
volunteering of time, or financial support.

membership,

In June of 1951 Rawleigh and Lydia welcomed the birth of
their first son, Roy. In February of 1956, their second son, Gary
came along. Gary was born with Down Syndrome, a condition
about which little was known at the time. He had several health
issues during his first year, and at one point needed an emergency
blood transfusion in order to survive. For many families, having
a child with special needs can be a tremendous hardship, but in
Rawleigh and Lydia's case it was a blessing in disguise. Thus
began her role as a staunch advocate for children with disabilities.
Through her experiences with Gary as he grew, and her travels to
other communities as part of her job, Lydia recognized the need
for a specialized school that would accommodate the needs of
Gary, and other children like him in the area.

Lydia, Rawleigh and Gary. Boss. [Photo Courtesy of Gary Boss]
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The local Kinsmen Club was, at that time, looking for a special
project. Lydia approached the members to ask if she might bring
to one of their meetings two guest speakers who were very
knowledgeable on the subject of 'mental retardation' - the term
that was used at that time. The pair were Dr. A.S. Sovereign and
Edna Oram, a Vernon social worker. Dr. Sovereign had been the
driving force for the establishment of My School in Vernon to
accommodate the needs of children with mental handicaps. Edna
was to later instigate the drive to establish Venture Training
Center in Vernon, a sheltered workshop for handicapped adults.
Their presentation was very powerful and persuasive, and earned
the unanimous support of the Kinsmen. Their mission was to
enlist the support of the local School Board and the community,
to make the plan become a reality. Through the hard work of the
Kinsmen, along with many other community individuals —
promoting, fundraising, volunteer work parties to help with the
building — Kindale School was officially opened on December 5,
1959.
On the first day of Kindale School, with nine students in
attendance, one of them being four year old Gary, Lydia is
remembered as walking into the room and saying, "This is a
dream come true!"
Kindale School continued to operate for the next fifteen years,
until lack of students forced the doors to close. The spirit of the
organization lived on, however, and through the efforts of Lydia
and Rawleigh, the Kinsmen and the good will of many other
community volunteers, the Kindale Workshop, designed to
service adults with disabilities, evolved. To this day, the workshop
continues to be a well-known fixture in Armstrong. In October of
2009, Kindale celebrated its 50th anniversary.
In the early 1980's, Rawleigh and Lydia, along with the parents
of other children with special needs who were entering their
adult years, saw another reality emerging. Many of the Kindale
clients were expressing a desire to become more independent,
and their parents wondered what would happen when they were
no longer able to take care of them in their own homes. This
spawned the development of several group homes in the area,
which provided safe and economical living arrangements for
adults with disabilities. The clients were taught the skills
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involved in living in a home of their own, including shopping,
cooking and cleaning, and to some extent money management.
Gary was able to move into one such home, Highland Park
Home, in 1984, along with a room-mate.
Lydia's involvement in Kindale, as it evolved through its many
stages, continued over the next forty years through her financial
support and various executive positions, until her health
prevented her from doing so.
Through all her years of involvement with the Kindale
organization, and her job as a Public Health nurse, her other son,
Roy, was not to be neglected. As he grew into his teens and
developed an interest and aptitude for sports, she also managed
to become the predecessor of the modern 'sports mom'. She and
Rawleigh drove him, and many of his teammates, to numerous
basketball games, practices and track meets throughout the
Okanagan and the province. They were there to see him compete
whenever possible, which was somewhat of a rarity for parents of
this generation.
She was also able to pursue one of her passions — painting. She
was very involved in the local art community, and became well
known as an oil and watercolor artist. Her paintings still grace
many homes in the Okanagan, as well as several public buildings
in the area. One of her oil paintings was commissioned for the BC
Nurses' Union Building in Vancouver.
Lydia retired from Public Health nursing in 1972, at which
time the City and the Municipality honored her career in nursing,
and her long standing community involvement in a Civic
Reception. Retirement also gave her more time to follow her
painting hobby, and she continued to work tirelessly for the
Kindale organization. She was thrilled to become a grandmother
with the arrival of Roy and his wife Donna's children Shanna,
Traci and Andrew in the late 1980's. She and Rawleigh were also
able to travel extensively for the first time in their lives, including
trips to Disneyland, Hawaii, Alaska and Egypt. She was able to
maintain contact with many of her classmates from her nurses'
training days, and was able to attend her 50 year graduation
reunion from Winnipeg General Hospital.
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In August of 2000, as her health began to fail, she moved into
Wllowdale Home, where she lived for a few years before moving
on to Pleasant Valley Manor, where she passed away on Boxing
Day of 2003. Tributes at her funeral honored her attitude of
personal attention and compassion for her many clients over the
years. She will long be remembered as a wife, mother,
grandmother, pillar of the community and the driving force
behind the Kindale organization.
Her mandate in life was, "The strong have the duty to look
after the weak," which is no better epitomized than in the
community of Armstrong.

References
Thank you to Shirley Campbell of Armstrong for references
from her excellent books, "Pull Up A Chair" and "You Are My
Friend".
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THE STORY Of THE BELGO
DISTRICT AND THE BELGO HOUSE
By William Bradley Jurome
he Belgo District of Kelowna is a large gently undulating
area of bench land located south of the town center of
Rutland, and is bounded to the east by the Black Mountain
area and by Mission Creek to the south and west. To the local
residents, this area of lush farmland is often referred to as simply
"The Belgo." To strangers, this name might seem a bit odd; even
the locals use the name with hardly a thought as to its origin. But,
as any old-timer can tell you, the word Belgo is the first part of
the name of the Belgo-Canadian Land Company, the firm that
developed the area as a fruit growing district.

T

The Belgo-Canadian Land Company was the successor to an
earlier group incorporated as the "Ideal Fruit Lands Company,"
which had secured more than 7,000 acres in the general area.
Amongst the principals of the Ideal Company were T.W. Stirling,
who owned a big orchard on the edge of Kelowna (later known
as the Bankhead District), and John Dilworth, after whom
Dilworth Mountain is named. The Ideal Fruit Lands Company
had great plans to service a large acreage located south and west
of Black Mountain, which they described as having splendid soil
and being entirely suitable for fruit culture. "Good reservoir sites
have been identified and extensive irrigation works are
contemplated," they said. The Ideal Company, though, never
made a start on its proposed system. Today the only link to Ideal
is the name "Ideal Lake," the official name of the body of water
held behind Belgo Dam.
The Belgo-Canadian Land Company, after acquiring the
property from Ideal in 1908, proceeded with a large subdivision
William Bradley (Bill) Jurome, formerly William Jurassovich, was born April 22, 1930, in
Kelowna. He has mostly resided in the Belgo District since he was two years old, and originally
purchased the Belgo House in 1955. He is a well-known local sportsman, and has won many
awards for sailing, skiing and pistol shooting. Bill is an avid hiker and an accomplished
photographer, artist and author (Sun, Sage & Sand, 1985). He was Managing Director of Black
Knight Wines Ltd. and is presently retired.
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of the rich Belgo bench lands, and to service the resulting lots
with irrigation water. They undertook the construction of a very
ambitious irrigation system, which included the construction of
the Belgo Dam on the north fork of Mission Creek, and a very
extensive system of ditches, flumes, trestles and siphons. This
system was ultimately designed to deliver the stored water over
miles of very difficult terrain to the bench lands of the Belgo and
beyond. The engineer in charge of laying out the irrigation
system was Charles Anthony Stoess (Civil Engineer), who
originally planned the system to service a great deal more land
than was eventually put under irrigation. A high level canal was
started, running north and around the base of Black Mountain,
which was to provide water to all of the range lands below the
mountain, right through to Scotty Creek. However, this extension
of the system was soon abandoned, and never completed.
Remains of the old canal can be traced, and are still visible below
Black Mountain today.

Belgo Orchards, c.1918 [Courtesy Bill Jurome]

Subsequently, the whole of the lower Belgo bench and some of
the upper Belgo lands were placed under irrigation just before
World War I, and a number of the first buyers of the lots moved
on to their properties and began to build their homes. The
company had, in many cases, already planted some of the lots in
orchards. Among the early arrivals were Lovelace Bull and his
brother Cecil Robert Bull (father of well-known local artist Mary
Bull and her brother Tony Bull). Also arriving to take up residence
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at that time were Henry P Dick, Robert M. Hart and Grote Stirling.
Grote Stirling had been recently hired by the Belgo-Canadian Land
Company as engineer to succeed C.A. Stoess. Because of the
undulating terrain, Belgo lots were not subdivided in a rectangular
fashion, but were surveyed in varying sizes. One of the early
settlers was Robert G. Bury, who built a home in the central Belgo
on what is now Garner Road, where he and his wife, Margaret, and
their three children lived for many years.
Grote Stirling purchased thirty-six acres of land near the center
of the Belgo District and hired John Curts, a well-known Kelowna
contractor of those days, to build a house. That house, now a
100-year-old landmark known as the "Belgo House," still stands
today and is presently owned by Black Knight Wines Ltd., a
family company controlled by the author, William B. Jurome. The
Juromes have been associated with, or have owned the property
for more than fifty years. The Grote Stirlings, the original owners,
resided in the house from 1912 to 1917, and during this time
their son, Michael, was born. He became very well known —
Admiral Michael Stirling of the Royal Canadian Navy.

Belgo-Canadian Employees, 01916 [Courtesy Bill Jurome]

At the time of the original purchase of the property by Grote
Stirling, the large pond on the property did not exist, but in its
place there was what Mrs. Dick Stirling described as a "lovely
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green meadow." The meadow soon became a lake however, as
lands around it became irrigated, and it was dubbed "Belgo
Pond." It became a very popular place for the residents to enjoy
winter sports such as skating and pond hockey. The Kelowna
Packers hockey team used the pond for practices one winter
before the Kelowna Memorial Arena was completed. Speaking of
winter sports, at one time the Belgo-Canadian Land Company
had some very ambitious plans for the development of the upper
Belgo, and the Black Mountain buttes and the mountain itself.
They had plans prepared and registered for a town site on the
upper Belgo lands near what is now the intersection of Highway
33 and Loseth Road. The company planned a large hotel and spa,
which was to be a ski resort in the winter months, with hiking,
fishing, trail rides and other attractions in the summer. All of
these ambitious plans collapsed like a house of cards when the
"Great War" as they called it then, broke out in August of 1914.
German armies poured over Belgium, disregarding its stated
neutrality, and occupied the country that was the European home
of the Belgo-Canadian Land Company. Belgian investment capital
was no longer available for such developments. The head of the
company, Baron Van Enfeldt, fled from Belgium to London. With
sales of Belgo and most other Kelowna and Okanagan land
coming to a virtual standstill in London, E.M. Carruthers, who
had been in London for several years at an office on Cockspur
Street, handling property sales for Kelowna Land and Orchard,
South Kelowna Land, and Belgo-Canadian Land Company,
returned to Canada to manage the Belgo-Canadian properties
here in Kelowna. In 1916, the company purchased the Belgo
House and orchards from the Stirling family, and E.M. Carruthers
and his family took up residence there.
In October of 1914, the Land and Agricultural Company of
Canada (L & A), another Belgian company, with many of the
same shareholders with large holdings in Vernon and district,
purchased the business and all of the then remaining properties
of the Belgo-Canadian Land Company. Thereafter, the combined
activities of both companies operated as one going concern. The
result creates some confusion for anyone researching the story of
the Belgo, for the names "L & A" and "Belgo-Canadian" were
often used interchangeably, in referring to the same operation.
OHS
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Belgo Pond, c.2008 (Courtesy Bill Jurome)

There were very few changes during World War I. Many of the
original owners went overseas, and after the war, with the
establishment of the Soldier Settlement Board, a large number of
lots were sold to veterans. A considerable number of these
individuals, who had served with the British Army, had bought
their lots, sight unseen, at the company office in London,
England. Amongst these was Major Thomas Balfour Traill, who
bought the property immediately across the road from the Burys.
He built a house on the hill overlooking his orchard and valley,
but he suffered misfortune when it was destroyed by fire. Worse
misfortune was still to follow, for he was killed in 1920 when his
tractor bogged down and rolled over in a wet area, crushing him
to death.
After the war, A.K. and Basil Lloyd came to live at the Belgo, and
resided for many years on a parcel located in the central Belgo
District across the road from the Belgo House. Many more families
arrived in the years that followed to take up residence in the Belgo
District: the Lepargneuxs, Turk Lewis, the Camerons, the Bells,
T.G.S. Chambers, Harmon Willits, A.C. Coats, Derry Oliver, the
McLaughlins, the Haddons, Tom Teasdale, Percy Geen, H. Geoff
Walburn, J. Wiffen, the Albert Craggs, John Bailey, the Harts, and
the Morrisons. Later, Andrew and Elizabeth Duncan bought and
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settled on forty-five acres of gently sloping land in the central
Belgo District. The Duncans had four children, Andrew Jr. (Andy),
Elizabeth (Betty), James (Jim), and Francis (Mick). Jim and Mick
succeeded their parents as owners of their Belgo farm, and lived
on the property for many more years. Andy, who served in the
R.C.A.E during World War II, was one of the original founders of
Okanagan Helicopters Ltd. He, along with his family, eventually
bought and settled on land in Westbank. Betty, who also joined the
Royal Canadian Air Force, married and was widowed during the
war. Returning to Kelowna, she subsequently married George
Whittaker. They bought the property formerly owned by Cecil R.
Bull, and made their home there for many years. During that time,
George Whittaker served several terms as the Conservative
Member of Parliament for the riding.
The Duncan's Belgo property was originally owned by Turk
Lewis, after whom Lewis Road is named. Teasdale, Walburn,
Geen and Garner roads are named after several of these early
residents. Jack Garner was for many years the water bailiff for the
district. Other early residents of the Belgo included the Jolly
brothers, who were outstanding oarsmen. They carried Kelowna's
colours with pride, rowing to victory over Vancouver's pairs at
more than one Kelowna Regatta.

Belgo Packinghouse, c.1936 (Courtesy Bill Jurome'

A change came over the Belgo scene in 1925, when the L & A
Company sold the balance of its Belgo holdings to Joseph Casorso.
About the same time, a group of Kelowna World War I veterans
secured much of the upper Belgo property under a VL.A. scheme.
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Included in this group were Dougal McDougal, an engineer and
land surveyor, Geo. Kennedy, WJ. Miller and C.E. Campbell.
Much of the land involved was range, but there was lots of good
land as well. By that time, the Black Mountain Irrigation District
had been formed and had taken over the irrigation system from
the L & A Company. It was to supply water to the project. New
roads were laid out and graded by the Public Works Department.
It was an ambitious scheme, however high costs and the dismal
market conditions of the early 1930's caused most of the veterans
to abandon or sell their places at a loss.
During this period, Joseph Casorso also was experiencing
financial problems. Faced with falling prices for fruit, he set up
his own "cooperative," the Belgo Cooperative Fruit Company, to
sell the crop from his orchards directly to the retailers. By taking
this course of action, he soon found himself facing stiff
opposition from the organized growers, who had set up a
marketing board to try to apportion the business and maintain
prices. The final showdown came in this regard on September 28,
1933, when a large group of fruit growers, their wives and
numerous industry leaders stopped the movement of several
carloads of apples belonging to Joseph Casorso, the Hollywood
Orchards and the Rowcliffe Company. They stood and sat on the
railroad tracks at Kelowna on that day and prevented a switching
engine from picking up their loaded freight cars.
Joseph Casorso had done a good deal of business with a
Saskatchewan retail outlet owned by the Schellenberg family. In
1943, he sold the bulk of his Belgo holdings, including the Belgo
House, to the Schellenberg family, and moved up the hill to the
former Dick Fry house, which in later years became "Whispering
Pines," a seniors' residence, which was operated for many years
by Wally and Bannie Barnes. The Schellenbergs lived in the Belgo
House for ten years, and it was during this period that they did
extensive exterior renovations to the old Belgo House, changing
its outward appearance to a Cape Cod style, as opposed to its
original English Tudor style. The house and property, then sixtyfive acres, was taken over in 1953 by their sons, David and Irwin
Schellenberg. They, however, only retained possession of the
property for two years, and then sold the old Belgo House and
property to Jurome Orchards, a partnership that was set up by
William (Bill) and Edward Jurome.
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The Jurome brothers, both journeymen electricians, were the
sons of Alexander and Sophie Jurassovich, who had, ten years
before, bought the A.K. Lloyd place across the road from the
Belgo House. The Jurassovich family had come to Canada in 1927
as members of a group of Austrian farmers who had bought the
Bulman Ranch in Ellison. Their group however, through no fault
of their own, suffered financial misfortune, caused by the
fraudulent misappropriation of several years of farm income by a
dishonest business agent. As a result, they were forced to leave
the Bulman Ranch and seek their individual fortunes elsewhere.
Many of these Austrian families, after living through the early
1930's in abject poverty, took up land in the Kelowna area and
became successful fruit growers. Names such as Hartman,
Blaskovits, Solmer, Ivanschitz and Jurassovich are among those
that have become well known and readily recognized in the
Kelowna fruit growing community. Their success is a tribute to
their determination and resolve.
The Jurassovich family, after leaving the Bulman Ranch, moved
into an old log house in Rutland that had once been the home of
John McClure. They then moved to Jim Spall's farm in Benvoulin,
where Alexander had secured employment. Here a son, William,
was born. In 1932, when William was two years old, the Jurassovich family moved to the Belgo to work for A.K. Lloyd, who was
at that time operating his own orchards as well as others owned by
Grote Stirling and T.G.S. Chambers. In 1941, the Jurassovich
family bought the former Traill property from A.K. Lloyd, and in
1944 purchased his home lot. Here the family lived for many years,
across from the old Belgo House. Alexander Jurassovich Jr., their
eldest son, established the original "Belgo Motors," later "Belgo
Sales and Service," on the property. He went on to build a thriving
full service, as well as a retail sales business there. He was very
popular and well liked by his many customers. Tragically, years
later, on October 14, 1977, Alex was killed in a tractor accident on
his farm while helping with the harvest. His wife, Clara, and several
of their children still live on the property today.
William Jurome (formerly Jurassovich) was married in 1956 to
Eleanor Gretta Barrett, the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Barrett
of Blackfoot, Alberta. They took up residence in the old Belgo House
that same year. Sadly, that spring and summer, the partnership of
William and Edward Jurome became aware of extensive frost
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damage that had occurred as a result of a spell of very cold weather
in December of 1955. The result was that 2,700 of their mature
apple trees were dead or dying. This, coupled with very poor prices
for fruit the previous year, caused the partners much distress. As a
result, William's brother, Edward, decided to throw in the towel and
sold out his interest to William and Eleanor. That same year,
through a divine stroke of luck, and a reputation as a fine electrician
that preceded him, William was able to secure a well-paying job
with Kelowna Bridge Contractors, as Electrical Superintendent. He
worked there until the bridge was completed in 1958.
During those years, William and Eleanor together worked many
long hours every day, with William working on the Kelowna
Bridge, as well as working in their orchard, particularly at harvest
time. As a result, together, they were able to stave off financial
ruin. But fate was to deal them yet another cruel blow, for in
October of 1957, a sad and tragic drowning accident occurred on
the Belgo Pond. Don Schellenberg, the twenty-two year old
brother of David and Erwin, and a beloved childhood friend, was
drowned while duck hunting with his old friend William Jurome.
They were in a punt, and were weighted down with heavy
clothing, waders and ammunition, when the punt capsized,
dumping them both into the water, which was about twenty feet
deep at that spot. Jurome reached the punt and started to push it
toward his companion, Don, but before he could reach him, young
Schellenberg sank out of site, never to resurface. Don Barrett,
William's brother-in-law, took off his boots and swam out to try to
help William, who was diving down repeatedly to try to locate his
friend. Eventually both men became exhausted and made for the
shore, swimming together; they may not have made it but for the
assistance of Steve Nemeth, a Hungarian refugee employed there,
who threw them a rope and helped pull them safely to shore.
Happier times came to the Belgo District and to the Belgo
House. In the next few years, William and Eleanor welcomed into
their home three children, Narda Lea, born December 16, 1957,
David Bradley, born January 30, 1959, and Robert Collier, born
August 29, 1962. The Jurome family went on to live happily in
the old Belgo House for many more years. In 1972, they sold the
property and the Belgo House to the Rutland Agricultural Society,
which had at that time undertaken a land assembly, including the
Jurome property, as well as several surrounding parcels.
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The Society had ambitious plans to develop an exclusive
residential community, surrounding a golf course, on the site.
These plans, however, were brought to an abrupt end with the
introduction of the Agricultural Land Reserve by the B.C.
Provincial Government. William and Eleanor had moved to
Kelowna, to a lakeshore home formerly owned by Joe Capozzi.
William had established himself in the real estate business,
having acquired Inland Realty from Rolfe Pretty of Penticton. He
had subsequently opened a branch office in Kelowna. At that
time, William's firm, Inland Realty, employed forty real estate
salesmen.
Jurome, through his real estate company, arranged a sale of the
Belgo House and property to Belgo Ventures Ltd., a company
controlled by one of his very good clients, Elwyn Cross, also a
resident of the Belgo District at that time. Elwyn and his wife, Joy,
made their home on the property formerly owned by A.C. Coats,
one of the original Belgo property owners. After several years,
Belgo Ventures sold the property and the Belgo House to Falcon
Ridge Holdings Ltd., a company controlled by the Juromes.
Through the years, the Belgo House had fallen into disrepair.
During the next several years, the Juromes undertook and
completed an extensive and necessary refurbishing of the old
house. In 1979, they sold the house and remaining 28 acres. The
new owner decreased access to the pond and land that had been
enjoyed by the community for so many years, upsetting many
who had come to love the opportunities for hiking, wild life and
bird watching, as well as ice skating on the pond in the winter
months. Ultimately, an attempted renovation of a cottage located
on the property by the new owner was not in compliance with
Kelowna By-Laws, and the home was condemned and
demolished. Almost immediately thereafter, a much larger house,
a three bedroom bungalow, was constructed on that same
location. It was never completed due to financial difficulties.
Eventually, in 1984, the Belgo House and the property were the
subject of a foreclosure action brought by Black Knight Wines
Ltd., a company owned by the Jurome family.
Hansen was not the only one who suffered great losses during
that period. William Jurome lost his lakeshore home to the bank,
as a result of a personal guarantee that he had made, pursuant to
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a real estate development that had gone sour. As a result, the
Juromes found themselves, once again, back at the old Belgo
House. And, as had happened many times before, the house had
once again fallen into disrepair. And once again, as they had on
several occasions in the past, the Juromes undertook the
necessary repairs to lovingly restore the old house. During the
ensuing years, they also finished construction of the three
bedroom bungalow that had been started and abandoned by
Hansen. The Juromes took up residence there after living several
more years in the old Belgo House. William Jurome and his wife,
Eleanor (Lea), celebrated their 50th Anniversary at the Belgo
House on June 29, 2006. Eleanor Jurome passed away on
February 7, 2008. William Jurome, the author hereof, continues
to live on the property as this is written in December of 2009.

The Belgo House, 2009 (Courtesy Bill Jurome

During the years since William and Eleanor Jurome had first
sold the property in 1972, the apple and cherry orchards that they
had planted were allowed by subsequent owners to die off from
lack of care. Thus, when they returned, the Juromes were forced
to clean up the dead trees and start anew. After several years of
boarding horses, they took the decision to plant grapes.
Vineyards were planted in 1990, and the vines flourish on the
property to this day.
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Tragically, many of the old Ponderosa Pine trees, some over 200
years old, surrounding the Belgo Pond recently have been killed
by the mountain pine beetle, an insect that has devastated much
of the pine forests in the Cariboo regions of central British
Columbia. As a result, over 300 of these majestic trees have
recently had to be removed. The Jurome family plans to restore
this devastated forested fringe area around the Belgo Pond to its
former beauty. In the year 2010, the Jurome family is also making
plans to celebrate the one hundredth anniversary of the old Belgo
House.

Bill Jurome, 2009
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DIGGING IN THE DIRT: A HISTORICAL
EXAMINATION OF THE DIVERSIFIED
ACTIVITIES OF CARAVAN FARM THEATRE
By George Richard

A Caravan horse enjoying some food on the farm during May Fair

n May 9th, 2009 Caravan Farm Theatre hosted its 2nd
Annual Farm Fair at its 80-acre site northwest of
Armstrong. The event had many of the trappings of what
would be expected at similar types of small country fairs across
North America. There were a few concession stands providing
food and desserts. Artisan work such as pottery making, paintings
and jewelry was also on display. For the true agricultural
experience, children could go on wagon rides pulled by
Clydesdale horses or ride a pony bareback in a pen, while others
had a chance to view or experience being behind a plow pulled by

O

George Richard teaches alternate education and humanities at Salmon Arm Secondary School in
Salmon Arm. He wrote this article while completing his master's Degree in Education at UBCOkanagan. George has a wife (Dawn) and two daughters (Shelbi and Dakota). This is George's
third article to be published by the Okanagan Historical Society.
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another of the Clydesdales. Troubadours added to the merriment
performing their distinctively country-flavoured songs on the
small stage in the courtyard.
This event, although in its infancy, certainly will not challenge
the main premise and raison d'etre of Caravan Farm Theatre.
According to its mission statement, Caravan Farm Theatre is: "to
provide meaningful, popular, open air theatre for a broad and
diverse family audience."

A driver guides two Clydesdales into the Caravan courtyard during a wagon ride
at the May Fair.

For the past 31 years, the centrepiece and heartland of its
operations has been its farm in the Salmon Valley where
everything from original musicals and Shakespeare to classic
novels and puppet shows have been performed under the
summer stars. However, just to focus on the theatre and not on
any of the other activities that took place on and off of the farm
would certainly leave an empty chapter in the unique history of
Caravan Farm Theatre. The Fair, along with many other activities
in its past, highlights the eclectic history of one of Canada's finest
open-air theatre companies.
Caravan Theatre began in 1970, when the Bill Miner Society for
Cultural Advancement was formed. Founders Paul and Nans
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Kirby started the theatre with the "Little Peoples' Caravan" puppet
shows. Paul was a successful actor and producer in Montreal
before moving west.
The Kirbys had a wagon called the "Vardo", a hybrid of a gypsy
Caravan and American circus wagon pulled by two Clydesdale
horses, an enduring symbol of today's theatre company. The
couple and other players would tour the B.C. Interior with their
repertoire of marionette shows. The mission of the society was to
bring some art and culture to very rural communities in the
province. Eventually, the company grew from one wagon to six
hand crafted wagons pulled by twelve Clydesdales and escorted
by six outfitters on saddle horses, and twenty performers
(Caravan, 1984). The company also grew to a point that it needed
a shoer for the horses. Since the horses traveled mostly on paved
roads, plastic shoes were used. Nans Kirby said the special shoes
to helped to absorb the shock of the pavement, thus making it
easier on the Clydesdales' legs and joints (Advertiser, 1983).
In 1978, The Bill Miner Society purchased the 80-acre parcel of
land on which its operations are based today. At first, the move
was made out of necessity. For several winters before this, the
company had to find quarters to rent for the wagons and horses.
As the company grew, this arrangement was not practical. A base
also was needed to build and rehearse shows, repair and construct
wagons and house the people and horses (Caravan, 1984).
There was also a back-to-nature philosophical doctrine that
drove the decision to acquire the land. The Kirbys and other
touring players sought a synthesis of art, theatre, politics and
lifestyle when they were on the road (Caravan, 1984). With the
purchase of the land, political agrarianism and theatre became
one as actors, directors, musicians and writers could farm
organically, live communally and practice their collective passion
for the stage (Westworld, 2004). The farm was referred as
"Equapolis" by Caravan staff (Caravan, 1980).
With their new base set, the Caravan was ready to set forth on
adventures taking them outside of the B.C. Interior. In 1980, the
group headed to Alberta through the Crows Nest Pass to take part
in that province's 75th Anniversary celebration. Some of the rural
sites visited included Pincher Creek and Cowley (Advertiser,
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1980). However, tragedy struck when three Clydesdales died
during the trip. In the material provided, no reason was given for
the deaths accept to say it was a tragic loss (Advertiser, 1980).
The group also had a chance to travel to Ontario another summer.
Starting in 1980, Caravan was involved in opening the farm to
the surrounding community with a variety of events. Shortly after
settling in Equapolis, Caravan residents hosted an annual
threshing bee where anyone from the area could join them to help
separate the wheat from the chaff (Caravan, 1980; Advertiser,
1983). The farm also had clinics in draft horse skills and how to
apply the use of alternative sources of energy in a rural setting
(Caravan, 1980). In early June 1983, Caravan held an open house
for the public with attractions similar to those that took place on
the farm in the spring of 2009. Clydesdales took children for
wagon rides, walking tours were offered to the adults and a
blacksmith was making horseshoes. Wine was available for
purchase, along with a variety of goodies. An estimated 350
people took in the six-hour event (Advertiser, 1983).
By 1983 however, divisions were starting to surface within the
cast in the idyllic Spallumcheen setting. That summer, Caravan
Farm Theatre debuted "The Last Wild Horse", its first production
on the farm property. It was successful enough that Artistic
Director Nick Hutchinson wanted to carry on to make these
shows an annual event. However, by the spring of 1984, some
players wanted to continue with the road show and participate in
a three-year tour of the western United States ending in
Vancouver for Expo '86. It was then that the Caravan split into
two companies, Caravan Stage Company taking the road to
Washington, Oregon, California and eventually Vancouver, while
the others stayed near Armstrong (Daily News, 1990;
Chronology, 1996).
The eclectic nature of the farm is shown by the number of
workshops offered for writers, producers, actors and directors. In
1992, there were two workshops in particular that Caravan
worked on. One was an intensive workshop on Shakespearean
production and text. Experts included Mr. Hutchinson, who at
one time had been an assistant director with England's Royal
Shakespeare Company; text expert Neil Freeman; Caravan
designer Molly March and Movement Director Jo Leslie. Fifteen
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people attended the workshop from all corners of the country.
Caravan members also held workshops at the B.C. Festivals of the
Arts held that year and in 1995 in the Okanagan Valley. Other
workshops included a Directors workshop in 1984; a mask
workshop in 1985; Children's theatre workshops in 1988 and
1989; a Jazz festival in 1991; a clown and circus skills workshop
in 1994 and a singing and percussion dance workshop in 1996
(Caravan 1995; Caravan 1996).
Certainly Caravan's
success is not just
limited to the stage.
For a period in the
1990's, Caravan was
quite successful with
its farm operation.
Doug Saba, the main
organic gardener at
the farm, wrote in the
Caravan Farm newsletter in 1992 how his
Some of the masks created at the Caravan Farm Theatre.
vegetables were again
triumphant and the
root cellar was well stocked (Caravan, 1992). Doug stated that the
marketing of vegetables at the Armstrong and Vernon Farmers'
Markets went well that year and that garlic was planted that fall
for next year's crop. As well, Doug wanted to put in plenty of
potatoes for next year's harvest (Caravan, 1992). In 1992 the Farm
had a big harvest celebration in September which included a yard
sale, art sale, service auction, wagon rides, games and other
entertainment by the actors living on the farm (Advertiser, 1992).
In 1994, Caravan offered a two-day event in which visitors were
taken by Clydesdale-drawn wagons to its main garden where
Doug gave members the opportunity to plant some of the twoand-a-half acre garden. From there, they were taken to another
location on the farm where they could view the play "The Ghosts
in the Garden." The event was an attempt by Caravan to show the
special interrelationship between farming and theatre (Morning
Star, 1994).
However, one cannot express any appreciation for the history
of Caravan Farm Theatre without looking at the animal that has
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played an important part of the company's existence. The
Clydesdale has been not only the beast of burden for the farm and
theatre, as well as the stars of the show at times, but arguably the
actual spirit of the theatre company itself. In the company's early
years, the Caravan "Clydes" had performed at fairs and horse
shows winning many ribbons including by 1984, the six Horse
Hitch Parade, B.C. Log Skidding and B.C. Horse Plowing
championships (Caravan, 1984). "Joy" was the genesis of this
herd of Clydes. Offspring included Thea, Hank and Collesis
Satisfaction. The last named ranked as the head sire with six
broodmares and a score of youngsters. After a while, Equapolis
was known as one of the finer breeders of Clydesdales in western
Canada with two stallions (Belleau Viceroy being the other stud)
and ten broodmares in its stable (Caravan, 1980). The
Clydesdales have pulled many a person through its winter sleigh
ride program ona tour of the farm. They have also, during winter
shows, pulled audiences on modified hay wagons through the
snowy woods to different sites for the various scenes of the show.
Over the years, Caravan Farm Theatre has grown
professionally. However, it could be argued that to a certain
extent the growth took place at the expense of the varied
activities that the farm previously did. Not much farming is done
anymore, which has had some Caravan founders lamenting its
drifting away from its political underpinnings (Westworld,
2004). Estelle Shook, one of the co-artistic directors of the
company at the time, stated that the company only had a certain
amount of money and that it cost significantly more money to
hire people to do the work than in previous years. Ms. Shook is
confident that despite the increased emphasis on the theatrical
aspect, the company will be able to maintain some of its integral
characteristics because the ties to the past are still maintained on
a day-to-day basis (Advertiser, 2001).
When you ask someone who knows something about Caravan
Farm Theatre what it is, they would probably say it's a quality
professional summer theatre company that also has shows in the
winter and other productions during Easter and Halloween. But
Caravan's history and intrigue goes much deeper because of its
eclectic history, whether it was its traveling road shows, multiple
workshops for theatre professionals, farm activities or its horsebreeding program. This year's May Fair was not an anomaly in a
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historical sense. It is part of the theatre company's and farm's
evolution, and the changing nature of the interaction between it
and the greater Armstrong community. If the next 30 years are
anything like the last 30, the relationship is bound to remain very
diversified and satisfying.
"Theatre that's outstanding in its field"
www.caravanfarmtheatre.com
1-866-546-8533
4886 Salmon River Road
Armstrong B.C. VOE 1B0
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HERE WE COME, CHILLIWACK ???
By Royce Moore
he Moore Family sold the Alberta farm around 1940. I
think Dad (George) and Mum (Valda) had an auction to get
rid of what machinery we had, and we moved in with our
grandfather, George Moore, who lived in Alcomdale, Alberta
(about forty miles north-west of Edmonton). Our grandmother
had passed away a year or so earlier. Dad secured a contract in
Dawson Creek to work for Wilson Trucking, who had been
working for the U.S. Army. The Americans had taken on the job
of building the Alaska Highway from Dawson Creek (Mile Zero)
to Alaska. Dad and our eldest brother, Allen, worked up in
Dawson Creek, B.C., for several months prior to Mum and us
four boys moving up there with them.

T

Upon completion of the Alaska Highway, we left Dawson Creek
in the middle of May 1944 in a 1936 Ford 3 Vi ton truck, with a
box that stored our furniture and other belongings taking up the
whole of the deck. Dad had built a platform over the top of all of
this, which became the floor for four boys and of course our dogs,
"Sport" and "Blitson." The front of this creation was open to the
elements, and this is where we sat with our feet resting on the top
of the cab of the truck. This area was also our sleeping quarters.
When travelling, the only thing that kept us from falling out was
a rope secured across the front of the box. Dad had also put a
canvas over the top as a cover to shelter us from the sun and rain.
Believe it or not, this was the way we rode from Dawson Creek to
our final destination. Dad, Mum and our eldest brother, Allen,
rode in the cab of the truck. Here's the kicker — we were also
George Royce Moore was one of twin boys born in 1932 in Alcomdale, Alberta. His family lived
on a farm and later on operated a saw mill on the bank of the Freeman River, a short distance
from Fort Assiniboine, until the commencement of WW II. They eventually moved to Kelowna,
where Royce attended school. In 1952, he left to work for the YMCA Boys Camp near Gibsons
Landing. He contracted polio and spent a few weeks in a Prince George hospital Royce later
worked in the Vernon Hudson Bay Company store, and then with the City of Vernon for twentyfive years, beginning in the Assessment Department and working his way up to the office of City
Clerk. After retirement, he contracted with several smaller municipalities in administrative areas,
until he was appointed to "The Canada Pension Plan Advisory Board" in Ottawa, for two terms
of four years. Royce and his wife, Connie, still reside in Vernon, B.C. They have three grown
children and seven grandchildren.
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pulling a twenty foot Vagabond trailer hooked up to the back of
the good old Ford. The total length of the truck and trailer was
fifty-two feet (this would come to be problem later on!). Those
who rode in the truck slept in the trailer. It was fully equipped
with all the comforts of the modern day motor home or trailer.
What we left behind in Dawson Creek was a two-room shack
made of 2 x 4's that we had lived in for two years or so. We had
been squatters, along with several other families on the former
grounds of what used to be a golf course, which was located on
the east bank of a creek (I am not sure if this was the creek that
the town was named after?). On the west bank of the creek was
the Catholic hospital, which I made use of a couple of times!
It was a Sunday morning when we pulled out onto the street
and headed for Grande Prairie, Alberta, with the hope of reaching
our target before nightfall. Off we went, with the four of us kids
sitting on the covered deck with our feet on the roof of the truck.
We stopped over for the night at an acquaintance of Dad's who
lived on the shore of Claremont Lake, just a short distance from
Grande Prairie. Dad paid two bucks to rent a screened-in cabin,
so we wouldn't be eaten up by mosquitoes. We would probably
have been better off in the top of the truck, because the cracks
between the walls of the cabin were so far apart, the beasts just
invaded the place! The next morning, we were on our way from
Grande Prairie, heading east to Valleyview, south-east to
Whitecourt, and on to Alcomdale, where our grandfather lived,
and where Roy and I were born. We stayed there for several days
and had a great time visiting him and Dad's bother, Jeff and his
wife, Cecil (my uncle and aunt). Jeff and Cecil lived with their
family of four daughters and a son in a house that was once a
road-side hotel, formerly owned and operated by my
grandparents. This would be the last time that I would see
Grandpa Moore, as he died on October 31, 1944. He had been
missing for two or three days and was found lying next to the
back gate under a large snow bank.
When we left Alcomdale we headed to Edmonton, where Dad
was to make arrangements for us to cross the border into the U.
S.A., as this would be the best way to go, rather than over the Big
Bend Highway. However, because of permits, and the fact that we
did not have American gas coupons, we had no choice but to go
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by way of the Big Bend. We stayed in Edmonton for a day or two.
Dad had the truck serviced and Mother found time to buy hats for
the four boys — you know, regular dress hats (we thought straw
hats would have been better!).
Upon leaving Edmonton we headed south toward Red Deer. I
don't remember too much as this was new country for me. I am
not sure if we spent the night around Red Deer, or if we went on
to Calgary. I do know that we drove through the "Badlands" and
on south to Calgary. I am sure that we spent some time around
there and then headed west to British Columbia.
When we arrived at the East Gate of the National Park, Dad
was confronted by a confrontational Park Warden, who insisted
that Dad unhook the trailer from the truck because the rig was
too long to meet the regulations of the B.C. Highways Act. While
this was going on, we kids were having a great time sight-seeing,
chasing after squirrels and deer. We spent the whole of the
morning and part of the afternoon with the two of them arguing.
Finally, Dad said he didn't have the time to wait any longer. He
asked the park warden what he wanted him to do. The chap said
he would let Dad go with the understanding he had better be in
Golden, B.C., within two days, and report to the R.C.M.R, and
make darn sure to get a permit for the truck and trailer before
heading west! However, Dad had other plans, as we wanted to
become tourists, and wanted to see Lake Louise and the hotel and
the glaciers before heading down the Big Bend.
We headed in a north-west direction to see the Ice Fields, and
of course stopped at the Glaciers, which back in 1944 were
receding more quickly than they should have been! We took our
time getting to Lake Louise and the hotel, which was closed
because of the war. However, there was a caretaker on site who
we got to know quite well, and we had the run of the place. The
old fellow let us inside the hotel's main entrance, which to us was
like a huge ballroom. While there, we also met an American
family, who like us had a truck and a (Bee-Hive) trailer. We spent
a lot of time visiting and learning about where they lived and
exchanging family information and the like.
The caretaker had a canoe rental business to keep himself busy.
We tried wading and swimming, but a glacier-fed lake is going to
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be cold! And it was icy cold! We played hide and seek and all the
other games that kids played back then. One of the highlights of
seeing the hotel as we approached the lake was the beautiful aqua
colour of the water, and then the castle-like building that stood in
the distance. Boy — what a sight!! The other thing that caught our
attention was the poppies of all colours covering the hotel
grounds, and of course the wild life. We spent a lot of time
around the swimming pool, even though it was empty. We stayed
for quite a few days, and then Dad made the decision to head
back to where we would connect to Big Bend Highway.
We had to back-track to the highway leading to Field, B.C., and
from there we headed for Golden where we would connect up
with the Big Bend. If I remember correctly, we went in a northerly
direction up toward the Columbia River and the ice fields. We
were confronted with hair-pin turns galore, down and up-grades
that made our hair stand on end. Often we would have to back
the truck and trailer several times to get around such turns. On
one or two occasions we had to maneuver the trailer by
unhooking it from the truck, and with all of the manpower there
was on hand we would swing the trailer in line with the trailerhitch on the truck, and on we'd go until the next turn. We (the
kids up on top) thought it took forever to get to Boat
Encampment. Again, if I'm correct, this is where the
"Woodenhead" used to be located (which is now in Revelstoke),
and we all made sure that we put our names on it. We spent some
time having lunch and fooling around, and then started off to
meet the challenge ahead. I well remember the massive amount
of dust, as the road base was gravel and sand, and it was
extremely hot, as well as having the sun in our face!
We were heading down a very steep hill going into Revelstoke,
when a large rock got caught up in the right rear dual wheels and
ended up being flung into the right front of the trailer, putting a
good sized hole in it. As we continued down the hill, we could
see that the police were there to meet us — you will recall that Dad
had two days to drive from the east gate to the end of the Big Bend
at Revelstoke. I really don't remember what they said to Dad; it
must not have been too serious, and we headed off to Sicamous.
This is where we saw a huge sign saying "YOU ARE NOW
ENTERING THE WORLD FAMOUS OKANAGAN VALLEY." The
road was narrow, and other than being less hilly, it too was dusty
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and rough. We travelled along Mara Lake and before long we
were in Enderby, then Armstrong. We arrived in Vernon to be
faced with a very steep hill, passing the hospital and the Army
Camp, and a few miles further we were confronted with an almost
right-angle turn at what is now called "The Royal Lookout." We
stopped and had a fantastic view of Kalamalka Lake, and this is
where Allen and another tourist spotted a rattlesnake. Much to
my disgust they proceeded to kill it. Sometime later we were
challenged to try to get around this very sharp and narrow corner,
and then preceded on to Winfield, which was to be one of the
most beautiful drives that we were seeing, along Kalamalka Lake
(formerly known as Long Lake). We passed Oyama, followed
Wood Lake to Winfield and on to Kelowna's Ferry Dock. We four
up top and under canvas were being cooked to death, as we were
told that it was 102 degrees (Fahrenheit) on the 1st day of July,
1944. I think everyone who saw us must have thought that a
circus had arrived in town. Anyway, the Captain (I think it would
have been Mr. Campbell) of the Pendozi ferry came down from
the wheelhouse and questioned Dad as he was in the line-up. Dad
told him that he was heading to Penticton. He was told in very
strong language that he would not be able to take the truck and
trailer across the lake until the next morning, mainly because he
had a forty-five gallon container of gasoline in the back of the
truck. Further, he was not to bring the trailer, as it and the truck
were too long and it was against ferry regulations. And, that he
would have to take the early ferry at 8:30 a.m., as it was the only
time of day that the ferry hauled vehicles carrying such materials.
He was also told that he would have to find a place to park the
truck and trailer over night! The Captain suggested the "Bluebird
Motel" and told him how to get there. So, off we went down
Pendozi Street, where we noticed the motel sign out front and
also an old oil derrick just off the street. To our delight, we found
that the motel had a campground, and we spent the night there.
I guess the other campers and motel guests were baffled by the
way we travelled all that distance without having an accident, or
losing one of the boys from the top deck.
The next morning we left for Penticton, as Mother wanted to
visit with her sister and family, which turned out to be a disaster,
as they got into a disagreement — over what, I doht know. So, we
headed back to Kelowna, and while on the ferry, Dad got chatting
with a gentleman who told him that if he was looking for a job,
OHS

95

HERE WE COME, CHILLIWACK???

he could more than likely get on at KGE Packinghouse without
any problem, as they were looking for people, and that it was the
peak of the soft fruit season. As suggested, Dad went to the KGE
Packinghouse, and the next day he was taken on, as was my
mother a few weeks later as a packer.
We stayed at the campsite for a short time, as we had to find a
place to park the trailer. We found a spot on the north-west
corner of Abbott Street and North Avenue, owned by the Walker
family, whose father worked for Roth's Dairy. Across the street
was a motel called the "Sunny Beach Motel." We were able to
hook the trailer house up to power and water. A hole was dug to
drain the sink and dirty water into and, because of the sandy soil,
all the waste water vanished quickly. The next thing was to
construct a bedroom for the four of us kids. Ten feet from the
door of the trailer, we set up a 12 x 16 foot wooden floor with 4
foot walls on all sides, with a door in the middle front and a
pitched "A" frame to hold a tent of the same size. There was no
heat in the tent! This was the bedroom for us four boys. We were
told not to touch the tent during the wet or snowy weather so as
not to make the canvas roof and walls leak. We lived there for a
few weeks until we purchased the Buck House, from Mrs.
Dawson, on the south-west corner of Park Avenue and Pendozi
Street. I am not sure if the move was made before or after the New
Year. Anyway, the rest is history — and another story.
By the way, it was many many years after I left Kelowna on June
30, 1952, that I was told that we were originally to have moved to
Chilliwack! Hence the title "HERE WE COME, CHILLIWACK ??"
This is my story, as I remember it as an eleven year old.

The Moore Family.
back: Allen, Clarence, Royce
middle: Roy, Mom (Valda),
Dad (George)
front: Glen.

Taken in Kelowna on Birch
Avenue, off Pendozi Street, in
the late 1940's.
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THE DUNDAS FAMILY
By Robert M. "Bob" Hayes
he birth year of Robert Napier Dundas is not known. Various
years have been cited, all agreeing that he was born June 24:
1865, 1868, 1871, or 1873. He was the son of Henry Robert
Dundas (1823-1912) and the Honourable Catherine Anne
Carrington Napier (1841-1929). He was their only surviving son;
his brother, James Henry Dundas, died in infancy in 1867. Robert
Dundas' birth occurred in Dundas Castle (near Edinburgh,
Scotland). Ownership of this castle, the ancestral home of the
Dundas', had passed out of the family in 1846.

T

Robert Napier Dundas, Shorts Point. [Courtesy Kelowna Public Archives]

Robert Dundas came to Canada about 1892. He first lived at
Comox, on Vancouver Island, before he made his way to the
Okanagan. He lived for a short time at Vernon, and then moving
south to Kelowna about 1893. He returned to Scotland in 1896,
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and on August 31, 1896, he married Katherine Elizabeth Lee; she
was born in Scotland April 27, 1867; some records give her birth
date as April 17. Her father was Lord Lee, a Senator of the College
of Justice for Scotland. Robert and Katherine Dundas did not stay
in Scotland, and in the fall of 1896 returned to Kelowna.
According to Glenmore, The Apple Valley (page 3), published
in 1958, "In 1896 Mr. and Mrs. Dundas bought acreage and built
a small house where their three children were born [sic]". This
piece of land, twenty acres in size, had been part of the Nicholson
property. Robert Dundas planted an orchard on their property,
and established himself firmly as a member of the early local
agricultural community.
The Dundas family did not long remain in that location. About
1899, they moved to Shorts Point (now known as Fintry), where
Robert and Katherine Dundas purchased property for a pear
orchard. Robert Dundas became the Shorts Point postmaster
(1905-1906). The CPR. dock — where the sternwheeler
"Aberdeen" stopped, while on its voyages up and down Lake
Okanagan — was located on the Dundas property.
The 1901 Census Returns for Shorts Point provide the
following information: Robert N. Dundas (born Scotland June 24,
1865); Katherine Dundas (born Scotland April 17, 1867);
Catherine Dundas (born in British Columbia, November 18,
1897); James Dundas (born in British Columbia, July 30, 1899);
and Janet Dundas (born in British Columbia, October 21, 1900).
Robert Dundas was listed as a farmer, having come to Canada in
1885 [sic].
While living at Shorts Point, Robert "Bob" Dundas met Roger
Sugars, who had recently settled on the west side with his family.
In The 39th Report of the Okanagan Historical Society-1975 (page
54), Sugars wrote about the Dundas family: The Dundas family
were fine people, and our first real neighbours. Bob was a tall
handsome man. A great horseman, he made a striking figure in his
high crowned Western hat and black angora chaps. He taught me
how to pack a horse and throw a "diamond hitch". As a little boy
he was my hero. The Dundas' arranged with my father to give their
children lessons; Nita, a pretty little girl about 8 and Duncan about
7. Jenny was too young for lessons. I joined in these classes and my
father and I walked over to their place twice a week. At that time
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(1906) there were no schools nearer than Kelowna, and, I might
add that with the exception of my mother and Mrs. Dundas and
her "lady help", Miss Hayne, there were no white women in some
25 miles of Westside Okanagan Lake. Our first saddle horse Ginger - was purchased from Bob Dundas for $25.00.
Life on the west side of Okanagan Lake was very isolated, and
Robert's ongoing health concerns forced the Dundas family to
leave Shorts Point in 1906. That same year, Robert Napier
Dundas became the first recipient of Kelowna's "Order of the
Bell": a cow bell, with silver shields and scrolls, engraved with the
message "May You Never be 40 Miles from Home without a Bell
on." The reason for this presentation was Robert Dundas' family
moving to Ireland, because of his poor health.
The Dundas' lived in Ireland for several years, and returned to
Kelowna in the spring of 1909, when they built a new home at
Poplar Point. They named this residence "Inchgarvie," after a
small island in the Firth of Forth, Scotland. Their previous
Kelowna residence and property were sold to Arthur Grant
Ferrier. The 1911 Census Returns for Kelowna list all five
members of the Dundas family, and show that Robert Dundas was
still farming.
Always loyal to his "mother country," Robert Dundas several
times attempted to "sign up" when war broke out in 1914. He
enlisted in the 172nd Battalion, Canadian Expeditionary Forces,
but his efforts were in vain; he was rejected because of a physical
disability, a heart condition with which he had suffered for
eighteen years at the time of his death. He had to thus remain in
Kelowna, supporting the war effort from the sidelines.
Robert Dundas was a lover of the outdoors. He was a keen
hunter, and was well-respected for his knowledge of the local
hills, and the animals that lived there. He served as Kelowna's
District Game Warden from 1914 to 1917, using his extensive
knowledge and experience for the benefit of his community.
Local residents were saddened to read, on the front page of the
Thursday, June 26, 1919, edition of The Kelowna Courier and
Okanagan Orchardist, of the sudden death of Robert Napier
Dundas. His obituary noted that he had long suffered from a
serious heart affection [sic] which ultimately claimed his life. The
obituary further stated that his death occurred on his forty-eighth
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birthday, giving his date of birth as 1871. He was found dead on
the beach near his house. Robert Dundas was survived by his
widow and two daughters. His only son, James Robert Duncan,
predeceased him by eighteen months.
The funeral for this well-known local resident took place at St.
Michael's Church, with a service led by the Masons (with whom
he was affiliated) at the Kelowna Cemetery. A fine granite marker
marks his final resting place. Inscribed on it are the following
words: In Memory of Robert Napier Dundas only son of the late
Henry Dundas. Born at Dundas Castle, Scotland. Died at
Kelowna, June 24, 1919. There are lights behind the curtain.
Gentles, let us rest.
Katherine Elizabeth (Lee) Dundas remained in Kelowna, until
the late 1920's or early 1930's. She sold Inchgarvie to R.A. Pease,
and moved into town. Eventually, she left the Valley and settled
at Victoria, as both daughters had relocated to Vancouver Island.
This pioneer resident of Kelowna and district died at Victoria,
August 23, 1934, aged sixty-seven years. She is buried in
Colwood Burial Park, Victoria. Katherine Dundas was survived
by her two daughters.
As previously indicated, Robert and Katherine Dundas had
three children, all born in the Okanagan Valley; the first two were
born at Kelowna, the youngest was born at Shorts Point.
Catherine Henrietta "Nita" Dundas was born at Kelowna on
November 18, 1897. She received her first education while the
family was living at Shorts Point. Later, when they returned to
Kelowna, she was able to continue her education. On July 27,
1921, at Kelowna, she married Thomas Barnes Mathieson (later
"Captain," son of Gerald John Mathieson and Frances Sarah
Johnstone), of Hawksdale Ranch. Eventually, they moved to
Victoria, where she died January 27, 1974, aged seventy-six years.
Thomas Mathieson predeceased her; he died at Victoria, May 17,
1966, aged seventy-five years, and was buried at the Royal Oak
Crematorium, at Saanich, B.C. She had at least one child, R.N.
Duncan Mathieson.
James Robert Duncan Dundas was born at Kelowna on July 30,
1899. Like his elder sister, he received his early education at
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Robert Napier Dundas, Shorts Point. [Courtesy Kelowna Public Archives]

Shorts Point, and then in Kelowna at Chesterfield School (opened
October 1912). On January 17, 1917, he tried to "sign up," at
Kelowna, with the 172nd Battalion, Canadian Expeditionary
Forces. He gave his date of birth as July 30, 1898, adding a crucial
year to his age. He listed his occupation as "student." James
Dundas was examined by Dr. Benjamin Boyce, who pronounced
him fit to enlist. This assessment was overturned, and James'
application was denied, citing that he was too young and unfit.
Undaunted, James Dundas headed for England, and joined the
Royal Flying Corps. He was serving as a cadet in training, at
Hastings, Sussex, England when he took ill. Pneumonia
developed and he quickly died, February 1, 1918, at the Canadian
Military Hospital (Hastings), aged eighteen years. He was buried
in a war cemetery at Hastings. It is believed that James was of
delicate health, possibly suffering with a lung condition which
led to his premature death.
Janet Dahymple Dundas was born October 21, 1900, at Shorts
Point. She received her education in Kelowna. On October 27,
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1921, at Kelowna, she married John Coussmaker Anderson (son
of Colonel John Watson Macclesfield Anderson and Edith
Gordon), then employed on the Sunset Ranch. They moved to
Sidney, B.C., about 1925, where Janet (Dundas) Anderson died
on July 10, 1970, aged sixty-nine years. She was buried at the
Royal Oak Crematorium. Her husband predeceased her, on
August 31, 1968, aged seventy-two years. She had at least one
child, Ruth.
Like so many of our pioneer names, the Dundas surname has
disappeared locally. The only Okanagan male heir to this
surname, James Robert Duncan Dundas, died young, eliminating
any possibility that his surname would continue in the Central
Okanagan. However, this surname is perpetuated by Dundas
Road, in Kelowna (Rutland).
The original 1896 Dundas home stood for more than one
hundred years, occupied for many years by the Ferrier and
Robertson families. Located beside Bernard Avenue (on Bankhead
hill), it was one of the earliest residences within the City of
Kelowna. Sadly, it was unceremoniously demolished within the
last ten years.
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BETTY COLLETT REMEMBERS FINTRY
By Judie Steeves
etty Collett remembers
riding on the back of
James Cameron DunWaters at Fintry when she
was little, and playing
'bears' with him.

B

The Laird of Fintry was
known as 'Uncle Bear' she
recalls, partly because he
had stuffed bears at the
Manor House at Fintry, and
partly because of his habit
of playing bears with she
and her two brothers, Dun
and Douglas.

Betty Collett

Collett was born Betty Godwin in Vernon, 1913, and her father
James was the manager of Fintry in the early part of the last
century. They lived at Fintry until Betty was 11.
Today, she lives in Kelowna and remembers a childhood at
Fintry that was "very happy and carefree."
Her parents had come out from England in 1898 to manage
James Godwin's cousin's-J.C. Dun-Waters'- estate, because
he'd had experience in another 'wild' place managing people on a
large estate, in Africa. The Godwins lived on the estate in what
was called the White House, in the middle of the orchard, Collett
remembers.
A Miss Cumming-Ching looked after her when she was little
and she recalls, "I adored her."
One of the pastimes she remembers when she was very small
was making mud pies decorated with sawdust.
In winter, there was lots of snow, and she played outside,
learning to skate on Shorts Creek when it was frozen over.
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Many varieties of apples were grown in the 100-acre orchard,
including Mcintosh, Wealthy, Delicious, Jonathan, Stayman,
Winesap, Rome Beauty, Winter Banana and Transparent Crab.
Collett remembers her mother, Ida, making cherry wine from
the cherries and there were pears and stone fruits as well as nuts.
The fruit left the estate by paddlewheeler from the dock at
Fintry, travelling by water to the packinghouse for shipping by
rail.
There was no road to the estate, and Collett remembers riding
horses everywhere, which she didn't consider fun because it was
all uphill from home.
When it was time for her to go to school, she took the
Sicamous to Vernon where she went to boarding school,
returning to Fintry on the holidays.
Christmas in the Manor House was quite an affair. Collett says
she always went up to the Manor House whenever she wanted,
and says she not only adored the Laird, but also loved his wife
Alice. "She had a belt with keys on it, on a little silver hook. They
made a nice rattling sound," recalls Collett. She now owns that
little silver key hook, which also hooked over a belt.
When they went up to the Manor House at Christmas for
lunch, there would be a long table loaded with exciting gifts
which they could open up as soon as they wanted. After a long
lunch, Dun-Waters would get dressed up and he'd sing.
"He had a gorgeous voice," she recalls. "We kept quiet and
listened. We didn't join in."
He was quite a performer, and Alice would play the piano, says
Collett.
But there weren't many neighbours. Collett could only
remember the Sugars, the Fitzgeralds, the Dun-Waters and the
Chinese and Japanese who lived and worked on the estate, so she
would amuse herself swimming (even at night when it was hot)
and playing on the beach, and feeding the baby pigs and the
chickens.
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She also remembers her mother making butter from the milk
produced by the cows.
Once, she says she went down in his 'cupboard', the cellar
where Dun-Waters kept his scotch, imported specially from
Scotland under his own label. The Laird was not home at the
time.
Collett also remembers the day the White House burned to the
ground:
"It was very upsetting. 1 was four at the time and I
remember a Japanese worker who had milk in a bucket
and he even tossed that on the fire. Mom was sewing at
the time and she threw her sewing machine out the
window to save it.
"It was a wooden house and it really went up".
After that, they lived in a little house on the lake until a new
one was built, she recalls.
In 1923, they left Fintry and moved to the Coast. Stan
Sauerwein, in his book Fintry: Lives, Loves and Dreams, writes
that Godwin and Dun-Waters had a falling-out because of the
way Godwin treated the Asians who worked for him. "DunWaters was not the type of man who judged another by colour or
race," wrote Sauerwein.
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MY GRANDFATHER BASSETT
By Harvie Walker
ichard Baxter Bassett was one of three Bassett brothers, well
known for their skill as three string" (six horse) teamsters.
They hauled freight from Okanagan Falls to Fairview,
Camp McKinney and Phoenix during the mining boom of the
1890's. Richard (Dick) Bassett pre-empted land at Okanagan Falls
where he lived on his pioneer farm until his death in 1949. His
brothers, Frederick (Fred) and Toplady (Top) moved on to
Penticton and established a livery stable that later became a
trucking business. The Bassett family home as been preserved as
the cornerstone of the Okanagan Falls Heritage and Museum
Society's Heritage Place.

R

Bassett freight wagon and team. Driver is Dick Bassett. c. 1890's [Courtesy Harvie Walker]

Batching with Grandfather Bassett
In the summer of 1941, my family moved to Copper Mountain,
then a mining town of several thousand people, but today a ghost
town, located near Princeton. Because my mother was very ill
Harvie Walker continues his reminiscences of growing up in Okanagan Falls (OHS Reports Nos.
66 and 70). He is the son of Edgar and Florence (Bassett) Walker. Now retired, he lives in New
Westminster.
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with measles, my Grandmother Bassett went to Copper Mountain
to help her through her illness. So, I was sent to stay with my
grandfather in Okanagan Falls to keep him company. I remember
that summer as a pre-teenager for the lessons I learned from a
generous and wise old grandfather.
Now, my Grandfather Bassett had little formal education, in the
school sense, but he taught me a whole lot about life. I still
remember some of the things he used to say to me. And I suppose
in many ways, I have tried to model my life on his advice, and the
role model he represented.
• "Don't start a job you
are not going to
finish."
• "If a job is worth
doing, it is worth
doing well."
• "If you borrow a man's
tools, return them in
better condition than
you got them."
You could never leave
my grandfather's house
without a gift of fruit,
vegetables, eggs, butter, or
whatever else he could
give. The Bassett House
was well known to the
Gypsy caravans and the
Nez Perce Indian hoppickers who used to pass
through the Falls, as a
Dick Bassett with his guitar, but he was better
place where one could get known as a banjo player. He also played the violin.
c. early 1900's.
fresh milk, vegetables and
[Courtesy Harvie Walker]
other hand-outs. 'Hobos'
looking for work must have had their 'mark' on my grandfather's
gatepost, because they often called in and he always had
something for them.
OHS
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As I said, that summer we batched! My grandfather was well
known as a teamster, one the three Bassett brothers of gold-rush
freighting fame, so he was good at wagon tailgate cookery. We
lived much of the time on sow-belly (fresh side-pork), freighters'
potatoes and bannock (an Indian flat bread). Like true bachelors,
we did not wash dishes more often than we had to. He taught me
his freighter's tricks, such as how to make a bannock right in the
flour sack without using any dishes at all. Pour some milk into
the sack, roll the flour around it and while it is still moist, blend
in some baking powder and a little salt; mix it and flatten it into
a hot frying pan, well greased with bacon fat, and cook it until it
is golden brown and not too burnt on the pan side.
We, of course, also ate well from his usual ample garden, and
sometimes we supplemented our diet with less common fare. On
one occasion we decided that the pheasant that lived along
Shuttleworth Creek would be a nice change from our usual diet
of pork. So we set out to trap him. We wrapped the jaws of a leghold trap with strips of cloth, and spread wheat in a neat line
leading to the trap platform. It was not long before we were able
to enjoy pheasant for our Sunday supper.

Bassett freight wagon and team. Driver is Dick Bassett. c. 1890's
[Courtesy Harvie Walker]
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It was a habit of one local couple to call in all too frequently on
the way home from collecting their mail, always right at the noon
hour. Now, I have already said that my grandfather was a very
generous person, but this habit had become too much, even for
him. One day on seeing them approaching we decided to hide in
the woodshed and pretend we were not home. So we grabbed
Grandfather's dog, Rip, and the three of us slipped behind the
wood pile and waited. Our habitual guests arrived, knocked on
both doors, opened the back door and shouted, "Is anyone
home?" As they turned to depart the husband said to his wife,
"Well Mother, I guess we can't get a free meal here today".
We both had a good laugh after our "guests" were well out of
earshot!
Grandfather Bassett's Garden and Orchard
Grandpa Bassett had a typical homestead garden and orchard,
along with a milk cow, a few head of beef cattle, pigs and
chickens. Like his own homesteading parents, he was mainly selfsufficient when it came to meeting his family's food needs, our
needs, and to a large degree, the needs of his other relatives and
neighbours.
His orchard had all of the stone fruits - cherries (both sweet
and sour), apricots, plums and peaches, as well as pears and a
wide variety of apples. The latter included those wonderful
Winter Banana baking apples, as well as Winesap, Cox' Orange,
Delicious, Jonathan and a unique tree that my father had grafted
that produced both Crabapples and Yellow Transparent early
apples.
His vegetable garden was always much larger than he needed
for his family, so there was lots to give away. He would wait for
the right moon, around the third week in May, to do his planting.
Early potatoes were his specialty, which he would "tickle" from
the soil around the plants for an early summer treat.
I remember helping catch those large green worms that often
attacked his tomato plants. The chickens devoured all we could
catch, and we enjoyed watching the wild feeding frenzy when we
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dumped them in to their chicken pen. My grandfather would put
out apples among the radish and carrot rows to attract those
yellow-stripped wireworms. When we collected them from the
apples, we had to squish them flat, and never pinch them in half,
since he believed that one pinched worm became two.
He grew watermelons, mainly for us kids, as well as
muskmelons. I think we now call them cantaloupes. I remember
the wonderful tomatoes that we would eat right off the vines with
salt shaker in hand. We spent a lot of time in the strawberry and
raspberry patch, as well.
During the summer and fall months there were always lots of
visitors to the Bassett garden and orchard. And no one ever left it
empty handed.
Rhubarb, Asparagus, Watercress and Lamb's Quarter
Modern agriculture and fast transportation have made it
possible for us to have most fresh fruits and vegetables, any time
we wish. So new spring vegetables are not seen as such a big treat
anymore. As soon as the spring weather arrived, we could find
watercress with its peppery taste growing wild along the creek
banks. To this day, its taste immediately reminds me of springtime
in the Okanagan, and I have feelings of guilt eating it in any other
season. And, soon there would be the asparagus that seemed to
grow wild, although it is not a native plant, especially in Mr.
Hody's orchard along Skaha Lake. It was a large part of our spring
diet, and I remember not liking it much. My mother tells about
one time she asked my cousin, Ron Worth, if he would like to
stay for lunch. He readily accepted, telling her that, "All we have
for lunch is "sparrow-grass and eggs, and eggs and sparrowgrass" .
Around the barn and chicken ranging area, a weed that we
called 'lamb's quarter' grew in abundance, and like new
dandelions, the leaves when they are cooked taste much like
spinach. I have always suspected that lamb's quarter had a less
attractive name and that my mother dressed it up in a fancier
name to get us to eat it. (On checking my Edible Plants Of British
Columbia guide, I see that it is also called 'pigweed')
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My grandfather had a very large and healthy rhubarb patch that
was self-watering through a drain pipe from the kitchen sink,
which appeared to contribute greatly to its growth. My
grandmother was known for making the best rhubarb pies
anywhere. Even though her pies were in great demand, she was
never able to make much of a dent in the supply. That helped to
justify my grandfather converting some of the crop into a very
potent rhubarb wine that he and the local barber, Ira Dahymple,
on occasion got into trouble for sampling in greater quantity than
either of them could handle!
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THE MAKING OF HIGHWAY 3A:
A 6 0 T H ANNIVERSARY
By Steve Arstad
he Hope-Princeton highway celebrated 60 years on
November 2, 2009. At the same time that this major route
through the mountains was built, big improvements were
also being made to Highway 3A between Keremeos and the
Kaleden Junction.

T

The stretch of highway between Keremeos and Kaleden was
included in contracts that were let out for the Hope-Princeton
Highway, and by 1945 work was proceeding on turning the road
into an alternate route to the Richter Pass at Osoyoos. A trail from
Penticton to Keremeos (now Green Mountain Road) had been in
existence since the early pioneer days of the turn of the century,
and a wagon road had existed between Keremeos and the present
day junction at Highways 3A and 97 since 1902.

Ernie Pryce on cat above the north end of Yellow fake [Courtesy Elizabeth Bork]
Steve Arstad resides in Keremeos and publishes The REVIEW, a weekly newspaper which has a
vast circultation throughout the Similkameen and Okanagan valleys. Formerly from Kaleden,
where he published an informative monthly paper locally. Steve is kept ever-busy in retirement.
A photographer and writer, he has submitted several articles to the OHS annual report.
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Notes in the Penticton Herald from a February 1930 issue
noted that "The Yellow Lake Road, or Giant's Pass as it is being
called, has been open all winter. Work on this road will probably
reopen about April 15". What work was being undertaken at the
time is unknown, but the road around Yellow Lake had caused
construction problems for many years. An intrepid motorist made
a circle trip to Hedley via the Yellow Lake and Richter Pass in the
spring of 1931. He commented that the trip, 115 miles in total,
used seven gallons of gas.
The best part of the road was beyond Yellow Lake, where the
motorist ran out of the snow line. Referring to the route as a
highway, the motorist described it as being of bare earth, further
praising the Department of Highways for choosing the Yellow
Lake pass instead of the Richter pass for interprovincial highway.
By 1932 a work camp had been established near the junction
of the present day Marron Valley Road and Highway 3A. In March
of 1932 a problem with the camp's water and sewage system
resulted in a spill that contaminated Kaleden's water supply. The
sewage system in the camp, which housed 100 men, had a natural
drainage toward Marron Lake. When a small dam that he been
created to provide a reservoir of drinking water for the camp
broke, the entire sewage lagoon was washed into Marron Lake.
Kaleden, at the time, sourced its water supply from Marron
Lake. Shortly after the dam burst, residents were complaining
that the water was unfit for use, and for some time the village had
to source water from Skaha Lake.
The routing of the road east of the present day Marron Valley
road intersection originally ran through the steep walled canyon
of the Marron River. When the highway was constructed it took
to higher ground, rising to the ridge top to the south of the
canyon and dropping to the valley floor through the "S curves"
that today's highway continues to follow. Traces of the old road
are visible today along the north-west side of modern Highway
3A from north-east of Yellow Lake to the intersection of
Highways 3A and 97.
Remnants of the Marron Valley Post Office lie on the canyon
floor just north of the S curves. The log building stood until just
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a few years ago. Since then the roof has collapsed, and in a few
more years there will be little physical evidence left to recall the
early days in the Marron Valley.
In 2010 plans for improvement to the 4km section between
Twin Lakes Road and the west end of Yellow Lake will create
greater safety for cyclists, motorists and pedestrians.
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JOAN ETHELWYN HERIOT:
An Outstanding Okanagan Artist and Naturalist
By Jan Waldon
- r a n u a r y 7, 1911, was cold — so bitterly cold that water,
I accidentally spilled onto embers in a wood stove in the
• Coldstream, turned to solid ice by morning. Something special
^rounteracted the frigid temperatures, though. In Vernon's new
hospital, a life began that would bring light, knowledge, laughter
and great beauty to the Okanagan. Joan Ethelwyn Heriot, only
daughter of pioneering parents, was welcomed into the world.
Her father, Allan Douglas Heriot, was classically educated in
his native Scotland but he was a "youngest son". That meant he
had to make his own way in the world. He spent a year learning
carpentry then set sail for "The Colonies" in 1892. Allan spent
three years working on his uncle's ranch near Cannington Manor,
Saskatchewan. Longing for greater adventures, he headed further
west. Joan relates her father's full, fascinating story in the 57th
Report of the Okanagan Historical Society.
In 1904, Allan finally settled in the Coldstream Valley. Like so
many others, he dreamed of making a fortune through the
"gentlemanly art" of growing fruit. Of course, that was a pipe
dream. Running an orchard was not the leisurely occupation it
was touted to be. Besides, his land was not suitable for fruit trees.
He built a greenhouse and started raising early vegetables - only
to have Mr. Gray, Vernon's first florist, start a huge greenhouse
operation and corner the market. Joan said her father was
successful in everything he did — unless it was connected with
agriculture!! She remembers a childhood full of great schemes
and big disappointments. Amazingly, at age 53, Allan found his
true calling. Although he had no scientific training, he turned out
Jan grew up in Vernon and after university, continued her love affair with the Okanagan as she
followed her husband around Canada. She won a Gold Leaf award from the International
Association of Business Communicators. Since returning to Vernon in 1994, she and her
husband helped establish The Friends of Fintry Estate, for which she won a Provincial award.
She continues to be very involved in Vernon and its history.
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to be an exceptional entomological researcher — and using his
artistic talents — he was able to make the detailed drawings that
accompanied the papers he published.
Joan's mother, Jessie Adeline Paulden, answered an ad in a
Colonial newspaper and travelled from Yorkshire to the
Coldstream in 1906. She became governess to the well-established
Denison family's ten year-old daughter, Florence Grace (known as
"Babe"). It was at the Denison home that Jessie met Allan. He
confided to a friend that first night that Jessie would be his bride,
but he didn't put the ring on her finger until 1909.
In the mean time, Jessie had been enjoying life in the
Okanagan so much, she convinced her sister, Ethel, to join her.
Ethel arrived in 1908 and by 1913 was the wife of Joe Edgar,
Vernon's first, and for a long time, only electrician. They lived not
too far from the Heriots on the north shore of Kalamalka Lake.
That was where Joan fell in love with water — whether she was
swimming in it or floating on it.
Joan's mother proved she could handle almost any task set
before a pioneer wife but she seemed to have a special knack with
youngsters. She started a three-year old Joan on her ABC's and
was soon asked to teach others. Gradually, Jessie became the
unofficial school marm for many well-known Coldstream
children including Verite and Daphne Grieve, Geoffrey and Paddy
Mackie, Peter Venables and Peter Tassie. In fact, it was Jessie's
teaching and Alan's carpentry, not agriculture that kept the wolf
from the Heriot door.
When Joan was six, family friend Peter Venables showed her
his collection of pinned beetles. She was fascinated and vowed on
the spot that she would become an entomologist. Although it was
her father and not Joan who eventually earned that title, the
decision influenced the path she has followed all her life.
At age ten, Joan graduated from home schooling and became a
boarding student at St. Michael's Girls School in Vernon. Here she
briefly met Sveva Caetani, the woman who would later become a
very important friend. Joan completed Grade 12 at St. Michael's
but since her goal required higher education, she registered in
Science at Victoria College in 1928. The curriculum included a
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subject that had been completely ignored at St. Michael's
....CHEMISTRY! The college lecturer assumed his students had
mastered the basics in high school and carried on from there.
Without these fundamentals, Joan was utterly lost. It led to the
darkest moment in all her years of academic achievement. In the
final exam she got THREE out of three hundred!! Since
Chemistry was mandatory part of a Science degree, she
transferred to the University of British Columbia (UBC) where
she could repeat the course. Near the end of the first year, UBC
students traditionally discussed their career plans with their
professor. To Joan's horror, she was told, "You are a female, for
goodness sake. There is no chance of you becoming an
entomologist in Canada. You had better go to England. There
they don't care what sex you are."
Her parents agreed to the big move but because family finances
were tight Joan had to earn the money for her passage, herself.
For two years, she mowed lawns, baby-sat, picked apples and
weeded gardens. Finally, she had the fare. Her mother, who hadn't
been back to England since just before her marriage in 1909,
went with her and introduced her daughter to the British side of
the family.
Joan had chosen to study at the University of Liverpool for two
reasons. It was a good school and one of her mother's sisters, the
irrepressible Aunt "B", was a Congregational minister in that city.
During various summer holidays, the two of them had wonderful,
though very frugal hiking/camping adventures, in Madeira,
Corsica, Spain and Switzerland. On the Corsican trip with two
friends, they decided not to take bedding. They only had a towel,
a beret, a light summer coat, a swimsuit and one change of
clothing apiece. They wore their swimsuits as they washed their
clothes in a stream at the end of each day. Timing was important,
though. The clothes had to dry on rocks or bushes before
nightfall. Aunt B, who planned the trip, had forgotten that
Corsica got very cold after sundown. They shivered away the
dark hours in their little pup tent, wearing everything they had
with them — including the towel.
The undergraduate years raced by under loads of hard work
and dedication. When Joan completed her Bachelor of Science,
she was crushed to learn it wasn't good enough to land a job. She
OHS
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must study for another year so she could add "Honours" to her
degree. When she had done that, the depression was in full swing
and jobs terribly hard to find. She was told her BSc (Hons) still
was not enough. "Get a Masters degree," the professors said. At
the same time, she was pressured to get a Diploma in
Education.. .and she still declares the only thing she learned from
that whole wretched year in Education was "do not stand in front
of something you have just written on the blackboard".
Joan went ahead with her Masters degree but was not allowed
to choose the topic for her dissertation. The university wanted to
learn all it could about the animals used in the laboratory so she
was saddled with HISTOLOGICAL
VARIATIONS
IN THE
THYROID OF THE MOUSE, IN CORRELATION TO AGE,
SEASON, SEX, PREGNANCY AND DOMESTICATION.
She
soldiered through the mountains of research and set to work
creating microscopic slides of the organs.... only to find the
miserable mice had eaten the vegetation put in their cages as
bedding material — and it had disastrously affected their thyroid
glands. Her beautiful slides weren't acceptable, even if they were
accurate. She had to start all over, repeating hundred of hours of
painstaking work. In the end, she was told she had actually
completed a doctoral thesis — but since she had only applied for
a Masters degree, that was what she would get. To this day, her
drawings of the microscopic slides she prepared are examples of
exquisitely accurate scientific detail.
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Finally, in 1936, Joan Heriot, B.Sc. (Hons), D.Ed., M.Sc, left
Liverpool University. The job market was still deeply depressed
so she gladly accepted the offer to teach the University of
London's External Program in Zoology at Brighton Technical
College. It wasn't entomology, but it was close enough. She
lectured at Brighton for the next thirty years and reached the
position of Department Head.
Back in her undergraduate years in Liverpool, Joan started the
tradition of coming home every third summer. That meant she
was in Vernon in 1939, just as World War II was declared, She
ended up fighting a battle of her own, just trying to get back to
Britain. She had to wait for two weeks in eastern Canada while
they outfitted her ship with a gun. Then, to avoid meeting
German warships, they bypassed normal shipping lanes and took
a much longer, northerly route. When she finally reached the
College, she was a month late for classes but she had been
determined that Hitler wasn't going to keep her from her the job
she had studied so long and hard to win.
Once back in Brighton, she
quickly joined "Digging for
Victory", England's effort to
increase the amount of food
grown at home. She took care of
her own 23 by 90 foot
"allotment" or plot and then
adopted one that had been
abandoned. In this second one,
she found she had inherited one
good-looking cabbage plant. It
must have thrived on Joan's care,
for it grew to be a monster
measuring three and a half feet
across and weighing nineteen
pounds
six
ounces.
She
presented it to the local minister
to share with all his parishioners.

Joan and cabbage

In Brighton, her "digs" were an
apartment on the top floor of the
ironically
named
VERNON
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Terrace. Watching from her windows after a bombing raid, Joan
could see the devastating flames as London, Southampton or
Portsmouth burned. There weren't actual attacks in her locale but
occasionally a German plane had a leftover bomb. The pilot,
wanting to jettison it before crossing the English Channel,
dropped it on anything that looked interesting. One such shell
wiped out the nearby pub and part of the college's chemistry
building. Another time, an enemy plane, skimming low over her
allotment, sent her frantically scrambling for the nearest cover —
which happened to be a ditch painfully filled with spiky hawthorn
bushes.
Despite the war, field trips continued to be an important part
of Joan's courses. While the battle raged, excursions were limited
to Great Britain. Once peace was restored, she was able to take
her students on longer, more exciting trips. Roscoff in Brittany
was a favorite. Here, low tide exposed huge stretches of beach
that could be explored, and the University of Paris considerately
put its on-site laboratories at her disposal.
Back in Vernon, Joan's parents were forced out of their
Coldstream Creek house by one of the coldest winters on record.
They moved into town, but once their Okanagan roots had been
shaken, they felt the call of the Old Country. They decided to
return to England in 1950. For three years, they lived in Cornwall
then moved to Brighton to be closer to Joan. She lost her father
in 1955 and her mother followed him inl962.
Joan hung up her professor's robes for the last time in 1966 and
got ready to move home. Since she had crossed Canada and the
Atlantic so many times going back and forth to England, she
decided to complete her circumnavigation of the world on this
trip. She sailed east — going through the Suez Canal and around
the tip of India. When she reached Australia, she enjoyed an
extended visit in the Perth area with her best friend from
university days. Then she connected with a long lost relative near
Melbourne. The best part came when she landed in New Zealand.
Here, she met her Maori cousins, descendants of the great uncle
who immigrated to the Land of the Long White Cloud in the late
1800's. She has kept in touch with her Maori kin and several
members of the family have visited her here in Canada. (Joan's
bed is presently topped with a beautiful red and black Maori
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designed blanket, a gift brought over on their 2008 trip.)
When she finally reached Vernon, Joan moved into the
Kalamalka Lake house willed to her by Aunt Ethel and Uncle Joe
Edgar. She soon settled in, reconnecting with old chums and
building a busy new life for herself. One friend, Olive Venables,
urged her to join the North Okanagan Naturalists Club (NONC).
She became an integral part of every meeting, a key member of
most NONC camping adventures and a member of the first board
of directors for the Bishop Bird Sanctuary in the Coldstream. She
was host and tour guide for three different groups of European
botanical-tourists, introducing them to the wonders of the
Canadian Rockies. She had not cut all ties with her years of
teaching, though. At every opportunity — be it a public event or
NONC field day - she introduced youngsters to the magic and
mystery found in a pail of pond water.

Joan at herlovliest

Besides sharing many adventures
with fellow NONC-ers and friends,
trips that ranged from Arizona to the
Arctic Ocean, Joan did a lot of
exploring on her own. She made it a
point, almost a pilgrimage, to visit
places her father had been in his youth
- Cannington Manor, Pincher Creek
and the Kootenays. On a trip to Alaska
with friends from California, she took a
solitary side trip, riding the train over
White Pass. She wanted to see for
herself the tortuous route her Dad had
taken as he, and so many pack laden
men, scrabbled their way up to the
Yukon gold fields.

Early in her retirement years, Paddy Mackie reintroduced Joan
to Sveva Caetani. While there was a great difference in their
height - Joan was 5 foot 4 and Sveva was 6 foot 1 - their minds
met on level ground Except, Joan said, when it came to Scrabble.
There, Sveva was truly a giant. The two became close friends and
Joan was the greatest advocate for Sveva's very original painting
style. Years later, when Sveva's life story was told in the film,
Prisoner of Vernon, Joan was able to recount the horrible youth
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and young womanhood her friend had suffered after the death of
her father, the Duke of Sermonetal, when she was left cruelly
trapped under her mother's thumb.
After 18 years, living at the lake became too much work and
Joan moved to an apartment built for her in Sveva's large house
on Pleasant Valley Road, Vernon. The two of them would tear
around the countryside together, Joan behind the wheel of her
little car, Sveva sitting cross-wise in the back seat so there was
room for her long, long legs. They did not paint together but they
did share the four yearlong creation of an exquisite ecclesiastical
linen set - altar hanging, chalice veil and pulpit fall. Sveva created
the designs but Joan spent hundreds of hours hand applique-ing
the arrow-leaf balsam roots (wild sunflowers), yellow bells and
cactus flowers. When the unique set was finished, it was proudly
displayed all over the diocese but now, to protect it from the wear
and tear of travel, it is treasured - and regularly used - in All
Saints' Anglican Church in Vernon.
^
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Altar Hanging

By this time, Joan's second career was in full bloom. The artistic
ability she'd inherited from both parents had begun to grow when
she studied drawing under Miss Jessie Topham Brown at St
Michael's School. When she retired to Vernon, she re-enrolled
with Miss Topham Brown, now a respected private art teacher.
Joan told her that she wanted to paint with watercolours — but she
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was the worse watercolourist in the world. According to Joan,
Miss Topham Brown did not totally disagree. Then, Joan found
"her medium" — pastels. Sveva tried to dissuade her — saying
pastel chalks were too difficult to deal with but Joan knew
otherwise. She said, "You go swish - and you've made a rock — or
a mountain without any details — or lovely clouds". As well as the
broad "swish" Joan would break the half-inch thick chalk sticks,
creating sharp points that let her create astonishingly fine detail.
She would choose a photographic slide and study it through her
little viewer or "gookie" until she felt she was part of the image.
Then she would start to draw. She wanted to capture the
Okanagan's beauty the way van Gogh immortalized Southern
France — and she has, in approximately 250 exceptional works of
art, most of which are owned and treasured by her friends.
Sadly, the years began
take their cruel toll. Joan
ended up with two hip
replacements - then two
replacements of the replacements. She was usinj
two canes (her "sticks")
but she was still active
and travelling as much
as possible. In 1999,
when she fell, breaking
her leg and having to m
have a long metal rod Jjj
inserted in her thigh, jg
friends expected she
would cancel her I
long anticipated b u s j |
trip to the Arctic,
Ocean. Not Joan!
She wasn't going to let a broken
JOa?l
leg stop her from fulfilling her
^l/f7!j*W
dream of visiting all four of the world's major
oceans. However, the latest injury did mean she could no longer
manage the tortuous stairs leading to her second floor apartment
in Caetani House. She moved in to Orchard Valley Retirement
Residence in downtown Vernon and continued to paint, entertain
friends and travel — although a walker now often accompanied
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her "sticks". Giving up her driver's license (at age 92) cramped
her style a bit but she was persuaded to tackle the huge task of
sorting out her papers, memories and writing the story of her
youth - "Growing Up on the Coldstream"
Regrettably, her hearing, and even more tragically, her sight
were failing. The glorious flow of Joan's Okanagan images ceased.
Acknowledging her great talent and all she'd accomplished, the
Vernon Art Gallery presented a highly successful retrospective of
her work in 2007. In March 2010, the Arts Council of Central
Okanagan presented Joan with a Special Tribute Award
recognizing her contribution to the Arts.
In 2008, she could no longer manage life in her apartment,
even with the help of her long time friend and caregiver, Rhondda
Biggs. After short stays in a private care home and Alexander
Wing (now closed) she moved to Vernon's Poison Nursing Home.

Our Heriot
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Thanks to the inspiration and efforts of another long time
friend, Sharon Lawrence, a new venture was hatched. The Joan
Heriot Centre for Environmental Studies was opened at (Paddy's)
Mackie Lake House on Kalamalka Lake. When the weather is
fine, Professor Heriot helps elementary students discover the
wonders of the world around them. Even if she can't see the
"treasures" students bring her, her memory is so sharp, she can
usually identify them from the children's description.
Being wheelchair bound, Joan's physical activity is severely
curtailed. Still, her mind races on. She is as interested as ever in
the natural world and loves to have friends read to her, describe
new discoveries or share tales of their travels. Joan Heriot is still
bringing light, knowledge, laughter, and beauty into the world.
REFERENCES
1. Oral Interviews with Joan Heriot at Poison Care Centre, Vernon.
2. 57th Record of the Okanagan Historical Society: pages 114 to 125 The Heriot and Edgar
Family Histories by Joan Heriot
3. Master's Thesis by Joan Heriot "HISTOLOGICAL VARIATIONS IN THE THYROID OF THE
MOUSE, IN CORRELATION TO AGE, SEASON, SEX, PREGNANCY AND
DOMESTICATION. Greater Vernon Museum and Archives
4. Growing up on the Coldstream: Joan Heriot, 2005 — available at the Greater Vernon and
District Museum and Archives
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OKANAGAN FALLS COWBOY
KENNY MCLEAN STATUE UNVEILED
By Andrea

Dujardin-Flexhaug

kanagan Falls cowboy Kenny McLean rode back into town
on May 8, 2010, when a life- size bronze statue
commemorating the late legendary rodeo champion was
unveiled in Centennial Park, amid friends, family, local residents
and dignitaries.

O

The Kenny McLean Committee, which included RDOS Area D
Director Bill Schwarz , led the fund raising efforts for the
$250,000 statue, created by B.C. artist Lois Hannah.
It was a day to celebrate the many accolades of this great
Canadian cowboy, who was born on May 17, 1939 in Penticton,
and grew up on the family ranch in Okanagan Falls.

MP Stockwell Day attends the statue unveiling, May 8, 2010
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McLean was just 12-years-old when he helped his dad break
horses. He went on to win numerous competitions, among them
14 Canadian Championships, and induction into the Canadian
Rodeo Cowboy Hall of Fame. In 1962, he won the title of World
Champion saddle bronc rider and was the only cowboy to ever
receive the Order of Canada (1976), as well as to be inducted into
the B.C. Sports Hall of Fame.
McLean was known for sharing his horse knowledge and
experience with up and coming riders, as well as champion level
riders, through the numerous rodeo schools that he ran. Even
upon retirement, McLean did not really retire, continuing to
compete in senior events, gaining a reputation as a top trainer
and breeder of performance horses, and serving as a director with
the Canadian Professional Rodeo Association. He was well
admired by many not only for his accolades, but for his generous
spirit and devotion to the sport of rodeo riding.
McLean died of a heart attack in Taber, Alberta at the age of 63
on July 13, 2002, in one of his favourite places, atop his horse at
a rodeo event .
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PRESERVING A ROAD LESS TRAVELLED
By: Diane Ambil and Jake Jacobson
t the top of Gleneden Road west of Salmon Arm, a gravel
lane turns off to the right and skirts the edge of the Fly
Hills. People enjoy riding horses or walking their dogs
along it. It invokes a memory of times past as you proceed beside
the old rock fence and alongside the tall trees, passing through
the pastoral quiet of country homes on small acreages or at the
back of rolling fields. Some of the buildings look relatively new,
although they have been built to fit in with their surroundings;
others are obviously much older. If you look closely you can see
that this area has been scarred by fire in the past.

A

This is Kusisto Road, named for the pioneering Finnish settlers
who helped to build the road when they arrived to homestead
here in the early years of the 20th century. It hasn't changed much
in the intervening hundred years, and that has prompted area
resident Jake Jacobson to initiate an effort to have the City of
Salmon Arm grant the road heritage status. "These old country
roads are disappearing." says Jacobson, "With them, an important
link to our local history and the people who made us what we are
today." Others who live along the road agree- they don't want it
to be paved or to change the rural feel which was part of what
attracted them to live here. A request to preserve the road has
been made to the Heritage Committee of the Salmon Arm City
Council, and will be reviewed in Stage Three of the committee's
initial registry. The committee is currently working on Stage Two.
Hans Kusisto's father came here in 1911, when there was only
one existing place on the road, the Silvers' home, probably built in
the late 1800s. The original road was started about 1910 or 1911,
and then built on by volunteer labour from the local settlers,
around 1915 and later. He recalls hearing that when his parents,
Diane Ambil is a retired teacher/librarian who has lived in Salmon Arm since 1954. She has had
a lifelong interest in history, and is a member of the Salmon Arm branch of the OHS. She enjoys
reading, gardening, needlework and recreational singing. Jake Jacobson is a member of the OHS,
Salmon Arm branch, and has lived on Kusisto Road since 1968. He is an instructor for
firefighting and boating safety, and an active member of Shuswap Theatre. He has a strong
interest in local history and the stories told by oldtimers.
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Frans (Frank) and Lempi, married and drove to their homestead
at Christmas of 1915, the road didn't yet go as far as their
homestead, but only as far as Silvers'. The rest of the road, from
Joan Jacobs' drive on, was built in 1936 or 37.

Ltmpi AN} FpAhk^ujiy|["o, OcjpWp-
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[Courtesy Hans Kusisto]

The area was mainly settled by Finns in the early 20th century,
although he recalls a few Irish and English (the McGees, Jack
Martin, Fletcher, Snider, Kirkpatrick and Atens). "Most folks
around here spoke Finnish then", says Hans. (Frans built the
original Kusisto home before 1915. When it was renovated in the
1970s, the owners found old Finnish newspapers from 1917,
which had been used to insulate between the walls.)
The first settler in the area, known as Old Solomon Walimaki,
had 160 acres running down from the road toward the present
Gleneden Hall. When he died he willed it in 20 acre parcels to his
two daughters and three sons, and some to a fellow Finn, "Uncle
Matt" Maki, an old sailor known as Bluenose. According to Hans,
Bluenose blazed the trail for the road wherever his axe happened
OHS
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to land. The Gleneden Hall was later built, around 1929, on some
of Walimaki's original homestead which was given to the
community by one of his daughters.

Do It Yourself Road & Bridge building while proving the Kusisto homestead, circa 1915
[Courtesy Hans Kusisto]

Hans Kusisto's Dad started his homestead with a few tools (a
grub hoe, axe, saw and shovel) and $6.00 in his pocket. "There
was bush all over the place," he says. It was hard work to clear
the land and get the stumps out with blasting powder and
horsepower. They sold logs and cut ties to sell when they could .
"It was a helluva way to make a living", says Hans. He recalls his
dad also worked for the CPR. and in the lead/silver/galena mines
of the Kootenays from time to time.
Hans was born in 1922, and recalls a youth filled with hard
work but also lots of fun. Nothing was wasted. In 1934 and 1935,
as his Dad cleared the land, Hans picked the stones and big rocks
from the fields and loaded them onto the stone boat, which the
horse hauled to the side of the field. There Hans and his Dad used
them to build the four-foot-high stone fence, some of which still
stands along Kusisto Road. More of the stones were later hauled
away to help build a bridge (now filled in ) next to Silvers'. "In
fact," says Hans, "we couldn't build a full basement in our house
- there were so many big rocks we could only build a partial one."
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Hans recalls how his Uncle showed him how to snare rabbits
on the property, in addition to hunting deer. There were also
bears, and the occasional cougar, bobcat or lynx. He describes a
hunting trip when he circled around and noticed that the tracks
of a cougar were following his own! Other expeditions included
fishing, picking huckleberries, and skiing in the winter.

Kusisto Family in front of original log home. 1926 [Courtesy Hans Kusisto]

An old sauna still stands in the field, a survivor of the Eden fire
which ravaged the area in the early 1970s. It was built by a
bachelor Finn named Verner Tattu. Hans recalls he used to go for
a sauna every Saturday as a kid. "There used to be an old root
cellar, too, just this side of the sauna. A fellow who lived at
Silvers' had a sauna there, too, about 1935. He used to carry water
from the creek. Then he set up a ramp with some of the old rocks,
but it finally rotted away so there's only a culvert left now."
Another Finnish pleasure which has since disappeared was a
ski jump, built on the property about 1930 to replace a smaller
one which had been there earlier. Mr. Wallensteen and his boys
from Sunnybrae built a trestle for the new one. Hans bought the
property in a tax sale in 1939, and has a photo taken at the last
jumping tournament, held in 1940. The ski jump wasn't used
after about 1946.
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At one time there were only two mailboxes on the road, one for
J.P. Maki and one for Kusistos and Verner, but Hans says people
shared. Whoever went to the mailbox picked up everyone's mail
and just left it on each other's gateposts. He recalls that "Old
Harry Brown", the mailman, didn't come at any regular time. In
the winter he brought the mail with a team of white horses. "As
a kid," he says, "I thought he made the mail in the house where
he lived. "
Still visible in the nearby bush are traces of an old wagon road
which once went from Kusisto's to the top of Kualt Hill and on to
Tappen. It passed through property owned by Jack Barton, who
had a hayfield up on top. The Green Brothers cut firewood up
there, but it was really not much more than a skid trail. Later
Lawrence Bennett had a house on top of Kualt Hill and used the
old road to travel to see his brother Ben on Kusisto Road. The
wagon road followed what is now the Hydro line to the top of
Kualt, then joined 40th St. The local Indians used the road when
they were picking evergreen cones to sell to Percy Ruth's seed
company in Salmon Arm. The highway which was built about
1924 (near the present Highway 1) was called the Okanagan Cariboo Trail, or Old Cariboo Trail. A stone marker from this
road is preserved at Haney Heritage Village and Museum in
Salmon Arm.
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Hans Kusisto served in the Canadian army during the Second
World War, in Germany, Belgium and Holland. He came home to
Gleneden in 1946, and married his wife Bonnie in 1949. The
young couple first lived in an old log house at the bottom end of
the property, which they dismantled and moved further up the
hill after a few years. They raised two children, and are still living
in the home they built next to the log house in 1953. They are
hoping that in the future, people can still experience a piece of
living history as they walk along Kusisto Road, preserved as it is
today.

ces:
1. Jake Jacobson interview with Hans and Bonnie Kusisto, April 2009
2. Diane Ambil interview with Hans and Bonnie Kusisto, April 26, 2010
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LYMAN LURES
Sixty-Three Years of History —1946 to 2009
By Ian F. Greenwood
his is a remarkable story of how a hobby, producing a few
fishing plugs for local fishermen, grew into a flourishing
business and is still growing sixty-three years later. Tens of
thousands of the plugs are produced annually in a small
operation in Kelowna and marketed throughout North America.

T

The original Game Guide package and the first Lyman fures plugs. Also shown are the
plugs produced from yellow cedar, sanded and ready for painting. [Courtesy Colin Redisky]

Lyman Dooley was born in Lloydminster, Saskatchewan, in
1914. The family moved to Kelowna in 1929, and lived on the
corner of Ethel Street and Dehart Avenue. Lyman served in the
Royal Canadian Air Force during the war and was stationed in
Newfoundland.
Ian Greenwood spent thirty years in management with Sun Rype Products as well as with B.C.
Tree Fruits Ltd. He and Sharron Simpson published "Deep Roots, Strong Branches - The History
of Sun-Rype Products Ltd." He has also written several articles for the Okanagan Historical
Society. Mr. Greenwood passed away May 28, 2010.
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One of Lyman's hobbies was tying flies. In 1946, he and two other
partners established Game Guide — a fishing sports store located at
1423 Ellis Street, across from the Memorial Arena (the building is
still there!). Lyman was production manager, Roy Longley was
business manager, and Colonel Gemmill was a silent partner.
It was at this time that Lyman
designed and started producing
fishing plugs from yellow cedar.
He labelled them as Lyman Lures
and sold these at the store. When
he joined Sun-Rype in 1949 as
manager of the warehouse, he left
Game Guide, but continued
producing the plugs in the
basement at his home. Ed
Strachan, who was employed
under Lyman at Sun-Rype, recalls
working after hours and on weekends producing the plugs on a
lathe machine, firstly at Lyman's
and then at his own home. Lyman
and his wife would then paint
them. The author recalls visiting
Tvman's nnpratinn

at fiis h n m e

L

Y™an Dooley, the developer ;

Lymans operation at his Home

p r o r n o t e T o f t n e Lyrnan Lureplug .

a r o u n d 1953.

[Courtesy Marie (Dooley) White]

In 1956, the Dooleys moved across the lake to Lakeview
Heights, planted a vineyard and discontinued producing the
plugs. It has been difficult tracing the next eight years — whether
the company was sold or whether the equipment was just placed
in storage. The Jones Boys Marina, near Kaslo in the Kootenays,
has sold Lyman Lures almost from the beginning, and indeed is
still selling them today. They believe that they were stocking
Lyman Lures in the late fifties, which adds to the mystery.
In 1964, Fred August purchased the equipment that was in
storage, moved it to the basement of his Interior Imports building
in Vernon, and restored it. Fred carried on with the Lyman Lures
name and expanded the product line to include plastic plugs. He
would travel in the valley, to the Kootenays, and to Vancouver
Island, combining a selling trip with holidays.
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In 1973, the business was sold to Andy Klym and a partner.
The operation was located on the Okanagan Landing Road in
Vernon. Andy's wife, Ing, painted the plugs produced from yellow
cedar, while his partner took care of the accounting. These plugs
were sold to retail stores in the valley, in the Kootenays, and on
Vancouver Island. They did experiment with plastic plugs, but in
deep water the pressure caused a few plugs to leak, and so they
discontinued them.
Joe Stein, who had worked for Andy selling on the road,
purchased the company in 1979. Because he lived in Kelowna, he
decided to move the operation from Vernon to a newly
constructed building on Powick Road in Kelowna. It is the same
building where the company is located today. Health problems
necessitated him selling the business to Carl Neufeld in 1981.
Since Carl Neufeld acquired the company, it has been a real
family operation, beginning with Carl and his wife Agnes and
daughter Laura. When they took over, there were six sizes of
plugs and forty-seven different colours. Twenty-eight years later,
there are ten sizes and 176 different colours. Surprisingly, only a
few of the original colours have been dropped. The new ones
result from feedback from fishermen, and are usually derived
from variations of colour patterns already being produced — the
ones that are catching the fish!
From the very beginning, Carl Neufeld set out to establish a rigid
quality control program, insisting that there be consistency in the
size, shape and colour of the plugs. This was hard to do on handoperated, 1947 era equipment. Daughter Laura took over the
painting, with each plug being hand painted with an air gun, and
indeed, she is still performing this task. A family friend, Minh
Souvanlasy, operated the lathe. With Carl's foresight and leadership,
Laura's skill and artistry, and Minh's workmanship, they took the
lures to a new level of quality. Without a distribution network, Carl
and Agnes made many road trips throughout the province, selling
the plugs to sporting goods stores in British Columbia. Many hours
of hard work were involved. To help offset travel costs, Carl
represented the Eagle brand fishing rods and reels.
Carl's brother-in-law was transferred to Toronto, and he thought
he would have time to show the lures around at the boat launches
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in Lake Ontario. He ended up giving lures away to charter captains
in order to get them to use them. This type of marketing worked,
and soon the charter boats were talking about them on their
radios. Word of their effectiveness began to spread and soon there
was a demand for the lures.
In 1988, son Glenn joined the business, and he and Laura
purchased it from their parents. Initially, Glenn concentrated on
the marketing. Over time, they had every distributor in Ontario
wanting to sell Lyman Lures. As well, in B.C. the demand grew
and the sporting goods distributors saw value in carrying the
product. At that point, Lyman Lures stopped operating as a
distributor and focused on production. Glenn spent some of his
time visiting trade shows, testing out other markets. He also
arranged for sales in Holland and England, and indeed travelled
there, but due to problems in distribution, these markets didn't
develop. He has participated in a number of trade shows across the
United States, and today Lyman Lures are marketed throughout
North America.

Glenn, Laura, Agnes and Carl Neufeld. [Courtesy Laura Neufeld]

Glenn and Laura have upgraded the production line with
various improvements. Firstly a new system for shaping the head
of the lure was designed and manufactured. This change tripled
the output of that process. A major addition was the CNC lathe
OHS
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in 2000. This computerized lathe produces identical lures prior to
the hand sanding process. Designed as a metalwork lathe, it had
to be adapted to producing wooden lures. Glenn designed the
necessary tools and now does all the programming. Innovations
have been made to the painting and packaging departments and
the graphics have been modernized.
Tens of thousands of lures are now being produced annually
with a staff of only four. In 1981, the yellow cedar lumber was
delivered by pickup trucks — now it is delivered in semi-trailer
loads. It is almost unbelievable that this huge quantity of cedar
lumber will be converted into tens of thousands of one-inch to
nine-inch plugs!
Early in 2009, after twenty-eight years of the business being in
the Neufeld family, Glenn and Laura sold the business to Colin
Redisky, who plans to carry on in the same manner as the
Neufelds.
Truly a success story right here in the Okanagan!

A fisherman's Dream Come True —
Daily Courier, October 22, 1986
Call it beginners luck — or just plain
chance of a lifetime.
Colleen Miller saw the fisherman's
dream come true Sunday when she
landed a 31 inch, 15 Vi pound rainbow
on her first serious lake fishing
expedition. "I have always stayed
behind or just gone for the ride before,"
Miller said.
The Millers went out to Rattlesnake
Island about noon and three-year-old
Christina picked out a black and gold
Lyman plug which Colleen fastened at
the end of her 10 pound test line,
along with a six ounce weight. At 1:30,
1 3 8 OHS

Colleen Miller and her daughter
Christina. [Photo and write-up
from the Kelowna Daily Courier,
October 1986]
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when the big rainbow struck, she thought she had caught a log.
After 10 minutes on the line, husband Larry took over and, with
the help of another friend in the boat, managed to finish the job
15 minutes later.

Their Trolling Netted a Hefty Trout
Rob Roy's fish story is about the one that didn't get away.
Rob and his son Chris were
trolling off Gyro Beach
Saturday morning with a friend
from Vancouver when they
hooked a 19 pound rainbow
trout. After more than 20
minutes of fighting, Rob
brought the fish up by the boat
and Chris netted it. It took
about three tries to net it.
They caught the huge
rainbow on a green and black
Lyman plug, which was being
trolled on 100 metres of line
with a three-ounce weight.

Rob Roy and his son Chris. [Photo and writeu p f r o m the Kelowna Daily Courier]

The Winning Whopper
—January 28, 1996
Ron Henning caught a 16
lb. 1 oz. rainbow trout near
the Westbank Yacht Club
Sunday morning with a
Lyman Lure. It was the largest
fish caught during the 1996
Snowfest Frostbite Fishing
Derby.

Rod Henning. [Photo and w r i t e - u p f r o m
newspaper, January 1996]
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FATHER PANDOSY MISSION SITE
TURNS 150 YEARS OLD IN 2010
By Alice (de Pfyffer, Neave) Lundy
n February 4, 1847, the three masted sailing ship the Zuric
left the port of Le Havre, France, bound for America. On
board were men belonging to the religious order founded by
Eugene de Mazenod, called the Oblates of Mary Immaculate (OMI).
Frail, forty-two year old Father Pascal Ricard OMI, was
accompanied by three scholastic brothers: Eugene Casimir
Chirouse, age twenty-six, George
Blanchet, age twenty-six, Charles John
Felix Adolphin Pandosy, age twentythree, and a lay brother Celestin Verney.

O

Upon their arrival in New York on
April 2, 1847, they hastened to make
arrangements
to
travel
the
treacherous journey across the
American country to Fort Walla
Walla (Yakima) on the Oregon
Trail. They arrived there on
October 4, 1847, and served in
that area for twelve years. At the
end of 1847, there was an
uprising of the Cayuse Indians,
and a Protestant Missionary
doctor, Dr. Marcus Whitman
and his wife were killed. At this

Father John Charles Felix Adolphin Pandosy OMI. 1824 -1891
[Courtesy Father Pandosy Mission Files
Alice (de Pfyffer, Neave) Lundy is currently the Chair of the Father Pandosy Mission
Committee. She is a Life Member of both the OHS Executive Council and the Kelowna Branch
of the OHS. Alice was born and raised in Kelowna and graduated from Kelowna High School
(KSS). In 1908, her paternal grandparents purchased the fifteen acres on which the Mission
buildings were situated. This included a large two story framed house with an extension at the
back. This building burned down in 1932. Alice has also been instrumental in the publication of
the Kelowna Street Names and Their Origins book.
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time, Bishop Augustin Magloire Blanchet deemed that brothers
Pandosy and Chirouse should be ordained, as he wished to have
more "Black Robes" present in the territory to minister to the
Cayuse. Pandosy and Chirouse were ordained on January 2,
1848, at Fort Walla Walla. In 1855, the soldiers were threatening
the Oblates, for in their minds the Oblates were favouring the
Cayuse. As a result of this, the Oblates were forced to abandon
the Missions of St. Joseph and St. Anne.
In 1858, the Oblates, under the direction of Father
D'Herbomez OMI, founded Esquimalt Mission as their
headquarters on Vancouver Island. Once settled, Father
D'Herbomez cast his eyes to the mainland in the interior of
British Columbia to establish a Mission, under the direction of
Father Pandosy OMI.
In 1859, Father Pandosy OMI was directed to go to Colville,
where he was to pick up supplies, and gather whoever would
accompany him on his trip into the Crown Colony of British
Columbia. Because of the time of year, poor weather and crops, he
was unable to obtain much in the way of supplies. However,
undeterred, Father Pandosy, along with Cyprian Laurence and his
native wife Teresa, Cyprian's brother Theodor, a member of the
Flathead tribe and his wife, and William Pion, their packer,
crossed the border into Canada. It is suggested that the party left
Colville and entered Canada through the Midway border crossing
and travelled to Osoyoos. At Osoyoos they met with the Okanagan
Chief Capeau Blanc, who did not want the "Black Robes" to come
into the Okanagan to start a settlement. However, he did give his
permission after Teresa reminded him, as a relative, that if
anything happened to her white husband and the party, the Chief
would have to look after her.
In the meantime, Father Pierre Richard OMI and Brother Philip
Surel OMI were to meet up with Pandosy and his party at Fort
Thompson (Kamloops). This did not happen. Father Richard
OMI procured horses in Kamloops and sent them down to
Brother Surel OMI in Hope who was looking after the supplies.
Father Richard OMI continued on to meet Father Pandosy OMI
at EAnse au Sable (later Kelowna).
By October 9, 1859, the company, joined by Father Richard
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OMI, had made its way into the centre of the Okanagan Valley
and proceeded to make preparations for its winter camp at the
south end of Duck Lake. Brother Surel, after his delay in Hope,
did meet up with the party at their Duck Lake location, with the
pack-horses and some supplies.
In a letter dated EAnse au Sable, 9 October, 1859, Father
Pandosy wrote to his Superior that they had arrived at a place
which they had chosen for their Mission. He also stated that it
was the largest valley of all the surrounding country, and that all
who know it, praise it. He also informed the Bishop that they
already had a white family as neighbours. The Parsons brothers
were the squatters on the property in question from 1858 to
1865, and sold to Frederick Brent for $600. A squatter is a person
who improves the land with buildings etc., then decides to move
on and sells the land and improvements. He does not have a deed
for the said land.
The small group of Oblates and settlers were totally
unprepared for the harsh winter they endured. Water from Duck
Lake had to be carried, and with the edges of the lake frozen, it
made it hard to obtain. They did not have enough food and were
forced to eat some of their horses. Support from their Superior
was non-existent. They had to fend for themselves for food and
clothing. With this in mind, Pandosy and the rest of the party,
over the next several years, were very resourceful as they became
architects, agriculturalists and sometimes physicians. Many
letters were sent from all the Oblate Fathers requesting help from
their Superior for clothing, shoes, blankets, seed, snuff, eye
glasses, or even just enough cloth to repair their black robes. All
such requests were generally ignored. During the years that the
Oblates spent in the Okanagan they lived in what could be called
severe poverty.
In the spring, after scouting out the land, the Oblates, (Father
Pandosy, Father Richard, Brother Surel, their carpenter and
gardener), decided to move twelve miles south. The area they
chose had acres of flatland and a large flowing river nearby
(today's Mission Creek). The Mission was to be called the
Immaculate Conception Mission (ICC), named after the
founding order of Oblates of Mary Immaculate (OMI) and its
founder, Eugene de Mazenod, Bishop of Marseille, France. On
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November 30, 1860, Father Pierre Richard OMI filed a preemption claim for 160 acres of land with Magistrate William
George Cox, at his office in Rock Creek. Thus the first white
settlement in the valley came into existence. Father John Charles
Felix Adolphin Pandosy OMI was thirty-five at the time. On
December 15, 1860, the Laurence brothers filed a land claim next
to the Oblates. In 1861, more settlers filed pre-emptions near the
new settlement: Eli Lequime on June 13, 1861, and William Pion
on June 18, 1861.
There is a story that the Indians could not understand why the
"Black Robes" wanted to locate in their territory and were still
very distrustful of them. One particular day a group of rather
hostile Indians arrived at the site where the Oblates were building
the Chapel. Father Pandosy, understanding their thinking, took
his knife out of its sheath, walked over to a large tree, drew the
outline of a man, walked back several paces, turned slowly
around, took aim and threw the knife at the outline. The knife hit
the heart of the figure. It is said he did this twice more, and with
that the Indians left.
Pandosy was a very tall, good humoured man with a long
beard, and a very strong voice that lead the prospective converts
in song and prayer. Records say that when Father Pandosy OMI
came into the country he was wearing a Jesuit habit (his had
worn out) with the Oblate cross stuck into his strong leather belt
and heavy corduroy pants underneath. Father Pandosy started a
school to teach the Bible as well as French, Latin and English. He
taught the Christian faith through the aid of the Catholic
(Lacombe) Ladder, an ingenious tool originally developed by
Father Francis Norbert Blanchet in 1839. The school was not a
total success and they had to go out into the countryside to do
their teaching.
They did succeed in teaching farm husbandry by planting fruit
trees, a vineyard and ground crops. Pandosy also drew-up and
built an early irrigation system for the "ranch." In 1863, an
orchard was planted. The last remaining apple tree died c.1958. It
was described as a good winter apple called "Fellow-waters".
Over the years that the Oblates were in the area, Pandosy was
moved throughout the province, but with his home base always
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at the Immaculate Conception Mission site. He was Superior from
1868 to 1882, and from 1887 until his death in 1891. In 1882,
Brother Surel and the Oblates in residence built a new church of
sawn lumber and painted it white. It had a tower for a bell, and
five gothic windows on each side. This church was sold to the
Seventh Day Adventists in the 1930's. They dismantled it and
rebuilt it on Highway 33. Unfortunately, it burned sometime later.
In 1884, Joseph Christien brought in a bell from France with an
inscription of "Mary Anne" on the inside. This inscription was in
memory of his wife, Annie Curran, who had passed away during
childbirth. The statues of Our Lady and St. Joseph were donated
by the Lequime family. The bell and the statues are located in the
present church on Sutherland Avenue (2009).
In February of 1891, Pandosy was called to Keremeos to a
dying parishioner. While he was there, a couple who had
travelled from Princeton requested that he marry them. After the
services, Pandosy decided that he would travel back to Penticton,
even though his arthritis and a severe chill could have been a
deterrent. Chief Francois of the Penticton Band took him in.
Father Charles John Felix Adolphin Pandosy OMI died in the
arms of the Chief on February 6, 1891, after forty-four years of
service to his beloved church. His body was transported to
Kelowna on the S.S. Penticton and he was buried at the cemetery
on the Mission grounds (once located on private land). His
remains were relocated in 1983 in a field owned by Mr. Val
Rampone. To ensure this cemetery was not lost, in June 1985 Val
and son Dominic Rampone transferred to the Roman Catholic
Bishop of Nelson the one-half acre parcel of land along with a
twenty foot easement to the grave site.
Other Missionaries who were present at the Mission site with
Father Pandosy OMI and helped in the ministering to the
Catholic faithful were: Father Pierre Richard OMI who was born
in 1826 and died on March 25, 1907, Father Hetue OMI who died
in 1863, and Father Gendre OMI who succumbed to tuberculosis
on January 29, 1873, aged thirty-eight. Fathers Hetue and Gendre
were buried at the Mission burial grounds. There were fifteen
different priests who attended to the Catholic congregation of the
Father Pandosy Mission. Brother Philip Surel and Brother
Celestin Vernay were followed by Brothers Felix and Joseph, who
were in charge of the cattle, orchard and ground crops.
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As the farming operations grew, the roothouse was built in
1865. It is a very substantial structure made out of double square
logs separated by dirt fill for insulation. This worked in a manner
similar to to-day's cold storage plants.
In 1893, the Oblates owned approximately 2,450 acres in the
Kelowna area. This was the headquarters for the large
ecclesiastical district governed by the Immaculate Conception
Mission — covering from the International Border in the south to
the Thompson River at Fort Kamloops in the north; and from the
base of the Monashee Mountains in the east to the Similkameen
and Nicola Valleys (Merritt) in the west. With the
transcontinental train arriving in the west and the changes in
population settlements, the headquarters was moved in 1895 to
the St. Louis Mission in Kamloops. The Immaculate Conception
Mission was then sold in 1896 on the decision of Bishop Augustin
Dantonville OMI. The Mission property, excluding the church
site and lands surrounding the Mission buildings, was sold to
Reverend Eumelin, his parents and other family members. He
ministered to the parish until 1902, when the Mission was closed.
The church lands, along with Father Eumelin's lands, were sold
to Messrs. Gruelle and Fascioux, who in turn sold to the Kelowna
Land and Orchard Company in 1906. All of the lands once owned
by the Oblates were then subdivided into smaller lots.

The house on the Mission Ranch site, owned by Dr. Paul de Pfyffer. c. 1909
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The Mission Ranch site of fifteen acres was sold in 1908 to Dr.
Paul de Pfyffer, a lawyer from Switzerland, who wished to become a
farmer. The large two story frame residential home with a one storey
wing extending from the back, built c. 1890 as a residence for the
travelling Oblates, was to his liking, as it would accommodate his
large family of ten. The local paper stated that this family would be
a great boost to the local Catholic congregation. This residence was
destroyed by fire in June 1932. In 1947, the property was sold by the
de Pfyffer family to Karl Sorenson.
The three oldest dovetailed log-constructed buildings at the
Father Pandosy Mission Site are the most important Catholic
historical buildings in the Okanagan Valley: The Chapel, built in
1860, and the Roothouse and Brothers House built in 1865. These
were all constructed by Brother Philip Surel, his helpers the Oblate
fathers, and a seventeen year old employee of the Hudson Bay
company named Louis Falardeaux. The barn, built in 1886 of
saddle-notched round logs by Brother Surel, is also of importance.

Old dilapidated church and roothouse, before restoration. 1954
[Courtesy Kelowna Public Archives]

These buildings were slated for demolition in the early 1950's.
It was the intervention of Norm Carter, a salesman for Eaton's Co.
of Canada Ltd. (who supplied equipment for residential schools)
that started the ball rolling on the purchasing and restoring of the
Mission buildings. The following people became involved with
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the project in the order in which they are listed: Bishop Fergus
O'Grady OMI, Vancouver; Lawrence Guichon, rancher in the
Nicola Valley and friend of the Bishop; H.C.S. "Shorty" Collett,
local historian; T.A. Dohm, a lawyer friend of the Bishop's; Jack
Bedford and the Father Pandosy Knights of Columbus, Kelowna;
and Father James Mulvihill OMI from the Kamloops Indian
School. Thanks to these gentlemen, these buildings were saved.
The three buildings were not moved from their original location
when they were restored.
In 1954, Mr Sorenson, owner of the property in question, was
approached by the committee to buy the two acres the historical
buildings were located on. He would not sell such a small piece,
but would only sell the whole piece of property. Mr. P. Lyman
purchased the property and agreed to sell the two acres of land
surrounding the old buildings to the Oblates of Mary
Immaculate. It had taken four years to gather the seven people
involved to complete the transactions from finding the buildings,
and restoring them. This illustrious group decided that Sunday,
June 15, 1958, would be the re-dedication of the restored
buildings. For the Oblate Fathers it was not only a celebration of
the restoration of the historic buildings, but also a celebration of
100 years of the Oblate Order in B.C.
In 1966/67, with no heritage organization in the Kelowna area,
the Okanagan Historical Society Executive Council, along with
the Father Pandosy Knights of Columbus, undertook to maintain
and to preserve the site. The land had been transferred from the
Oblate Order to the Diocese of Nelson on February 27, 1967.
Other buildings have been moved onto the site: the caretaker's
house was built c. 1900 and moved on site in 1947, the John
McDougall House, a pioneer home built in the 1860's, was moved
on in 1968, the Joseph Christien House, built in 1890, was
donated to the site by the City of Kelowna and moved on in 1970.
Joseph Christian is the same gentleman who donated the bell to
the first sawn lumber church in 1884, and the bell that Rosa
Casorso followed up from San Francisco to the Okanagan.
In 1983, B.T. Innerprizes of Barkerville, B.C., were contracted
to restore the Chapel's deteriorating lower logs, flooring and
outside staircase. Also in 1983, the site was officially designated a
B.C. Heritage Site. At that time, Bishop Doyle presented a lease to
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the Okanagan Historical Executive Council extending the
existing lease by two more acres, bringing the heritage grounds to
four acres.

Restored church and roothouse. 2004 (Courtesy Alice Lundy)

Today the Okanagan Historical Society Executive Council
leases the four acres from the Bishop of Nelson, owner of the
land. The Society has a committee that oversees the yearly
operation, and the maintenance of the site.
In 2010, the Chapel, built in 1860, will be 150 years old. On
August 7, 2010, there was a celebration held at the Mission site
to commemorate this most important historical event, and also
the start of the first church led white settlement in the Interior of
B.C.

References:
Okanagan History Annual Report of the Okanagan Historical Society • -1 through 72
Ogopogo's Vigil by Frank M. Buckland
Cross in the Wilderness by Kay Cronin
Articles in the Kelowna Daily Courier
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CAPTAIN SHORTS:
THE UNTOLD STORY

By David Gregory
ne of the most colourful characters in Okanagan history is
Captain Thomas Shorts. In our Annual Reports there are a
number of articles which describe his boat transportation
business during the early days of settlement in the Okanagan
Valley. This article describes Captain Shorts' earlier family history
and some of his adventures later in life.

O

EARLY FAMILY HISTORY

Captain Shorts was
born in Adolphustown,
Ontario, June 13th 1837.
His given name was
Thomas Dorland Shorts.
His mother maiden name
was Ruth Dorland (18191895). Ruth was the fifth
of nine children. Her
parents were Samuel B.
Dorland (1785-1861) and
Mary Jane Huyck. Interestingly enough, Ruth
Dorland's grandfather was
Captain Thomas Dorland
(1759-1832). The elder
Captain Thomas Dorland
ran the Glenora Ferry.
Captain Shorts
This ferry was one of the
earliest and one of the most important ferries in Upper Canada.
The ferry served traffic along the primary transportation route in
Southern Ontario. The Glenora Ferry linked Dorland's Point to
Van Alstine's Mill. The first operator of the ferry was the famous
United Empire Loyalist Major Peter Van Alstine. The elder
Captain Thomas Dorland applied for and received the rights to
operate the ferry by at least 1802 and perhaps earlier.
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The father of our Okanagan Captain Shorts was William
Benjamin Shorts (1819-1894). William Shorts was the fifth of six
children of Augustus Shorts (1777-1862) and Hannah Ellenor
Prindle (1776-1862). The parents were Quakers from Dutchess,
New York.
OTHER BUSINESS VENTURES
Several OHS reports describe Captain Thomas Shorts' boat
transportation business on Okanagan Lake. But really the central
theme of his life was the quest for gold. He had left Ontario at the
age of 20 for the gold fields of California. He returned to Canada
in 1870 and was involved with the gold mines of Omineca,
Cassiar and Skagit. By 1882 Captain Shorts arrived in the
Okanagan and was operating boats on Okanagan Lake. His first
boat was named the "Ruth Shorts Rowboat" (after his mother).
In 1884 when gold
was
discovered
at
Granite
City
near
Princeton, Shorts closely followed its progress.
He was awarded the
contract to construct a
government road from
"the west side of
Okanagan
Lake
to
Allison's Similkameen".
The provincial government wanted a roadway
Dorland's Ferry
so settlers could drive
cattle and supplies from the Okanagan Valley to Granite City.
Shorts was paid $500. A good portion of Shorts' roadway is now
the Princeton-Summerland road.
In 1888 Captain Shorts in association with Thomas Ellis
bought the "Torpedo Mine" located along the shores of Okanagan
Lake just northeast of Penticton. The mine was first established
in 1886 by Arthur Day. Shorts acquired the rights to another
mine, Harris Mines, in partnership with Ellis, Brewer and
Trouson. In that same year Shorts established a warehouse at
"Storehouse Point" at present day Crescent Beach in
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Summerland. This storage facility was in direct competition with
the Cargyle Company warehouse at Storehouse Point. This
Company also had another warehouse and wharf near present
day Peachland.
In 1889 Shorts sold all of his mining interests as well as his
valuable property at Fintry (Shorts Creek). By 1895 Shorts was in
Alaska looking for gold. Thousands of gold seekers rushed to the
north and Shorts was part of that crowd. There was a flotilla of
some seven thousand boats that traveled from Lake Bennett to
Dawson City. According to North West Mounted Police records
Captain Shorts was a passenger on boat #13700. On July 16th
1899 Shorts left Dawson City on the 120 foot sternwheeler
named "The Clifford Sifton."
Shorts continued to work his Alaskan mining claims until at
least 1904. In 1912 at the age of 75 he retired to Hope, British
Columbia. In September 1920 he became ill while visiting friends
in Penticton. He was hospitalized in Hope. He died on February
11 1921 at the age of 84. His wife and only son, a doctor in
Michigan had already predeceased him. He was buried at the
"Our Lady of Good Hope Roman Catholic Cemetery" in Hope.
His funeral was well attended by his many life long friends. His
life long quest for gold had failed, as he died a poor man.

Captain Shorts Gravestone, 1921
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THE SIMILKAMEEN VALLEY AND
THE GREAT WAR
By Jon Bartlett & Rika Ruebsaat
he First World War left 37 million dead. This shocking total
marked the end of a century of near peace, and the
beginning of the most violent century ever. The people of
the Similkameen valley contributed their share to this Holocaust.
Hundreds of men left the valley over the course of the First World
War and many never returned. Princeton can account for 16
dead, Hedley 11 and Keremeos 10. Those soldiers from the
smaller communities of Allenby, Coalmont, Tulameen, Ollala,
and Cawston are commemorated, if at all, on one of the war
memorials in the larger towns.

T

Why did these men go so far, and in what cause? The
assassination of an Austrian Arch-Duke may have been the
trigger, but it could never have been the cause. The cause, if cause
there was, was the intricate links of obligations that bound nation
to nation. Austria wanted to punish Serbia for the assassination,
Russia wanted to defend Serbia, Germany wanted to defend
Austria, France was linked by treaty to assist Russia, Britain was
linked by treaty to defend France. Thus the First World War—but
what linked Canada to Britain?
The poems published in the valley's presses tell us how strong
the feelings were. The colonies were Britain's children, and it was
their duty to defend the mother country. These poems are drawn
in the main from Britain, but one, Our Duty, saw publication first
in Montreal and may have been made here, and another, The
Union Jack, though anonymous, appears in pre-War Canadian
books and papers.

Jon Bartlett and Rika Ruebsaat are cultural historians based in Princeton, where they have
recently re-established the Similkameen Branch of the OHS. They are the founders of the
Princeton Traditional Music Festival, and are at present working on a book of songs and verses
drawn from the pages of the Similkameen valley presses.
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(Hedley Gazette, 29 October 1914 from Montreal Evening News)
Our Duty
I'm a native son of Canada — a clerk by occupation,
I know it is a humble one, but helps to make a nation;
I'm of peaceful disposition, but I'll never shirk fight
If I think my help is needed and I know the cause is right.
Now old John Bull's in trouble, and is loading up his guns,
And I know - though he's not asked it, that he counts upon his sons,
So it's up to us Canadians to give all the help we can.
I don't know if all are ready, but you bet your life I am.
Of course I'm not a regular, and have not been trained like some,
But when a man is willing I'm sure that can be overcome.
I do seek not adventure or a trip across the sea,
I just feel it my duty - and that's good enough for me.
For John Bull gives us freedom - treats us like a grown child,
Tho' sometimes we've been thoughtless and inclined to running wild.
But now that he's in trouble, and needs all his family's aid,
Canada, his oldest son, should see their debt is paid.

o

(Hedley Gazette, 15 October 1914)
The Union Jack
It's only a small bit of hunting,
It's only an old colored rag;
Yet thousands have died for its honor,
And shed their best blood for the flag.
It's charged with the cross of St. Andrew,
Which of old Scotland's heroes has led;
It carries the cross of St. Patrick,
For which Ireland's bravest have bled.
Joined with these on our own English ensign
St. George's red cross on white field,
Round which from King Richard to Wolseley,
Britons conquer, or die, but ne'er yield.
It flutters in triumph o'er ocean,
As free its the wind and the wave;
And bondsmen from shackles unloosened,
'Neath its shadows no longer a slave.
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It floats over Cyprus and Malta,
O'er Canada, the Indies, Hongkong;
And Britons where'er their flag flying,
Claim the right which to Britons belong.
We hoist it to show our devotion
To our Queen, to our Country, our Laws;
It's the outward and visible emblem
Of advancement and liberty's cause.
You may say it's a small bit of bunting,
You may call it an old colored rag:
Yet freedom has made it majestic
And time has ennobled the flag.
Wars need heroes and villains. The Allied hero in song and
poetry was the British secretary of State for War, Lord Kitchener,
whose death at sea in June 1916 was mourned in song and poetry.
Kitchener, by Manitoba's Robert J.C. Stead, is typical of the genre.
(Hedley Gazette, 31 August 1916)
Kitchener
Weep, waves of England! Nobler clay
Was ne'er to nobler grave consigned,
The wild waves weep with us today
Who mourn a nation's master-mind,
We hoped an honored age for him
And ashes laid with England's great;
And rapturous music; and the dim
Deep hush that veils our Fomb of State.
But this is better. Let him steep
Where sleep the men who made us free;
For England's heart is in the deep,
And England's glory is the sea.
One only vow above his bier,
One only oath beside his bed;
We swear our flag shall shield him here
Until the sea gives up its dead!
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Leap, waves of England! Boastful be,
And fling defiance in the blast,
For earth is envious of the Sea
Which shelters England's dead at last.

o—
The villain, for there was only one, was the Kaiser. An early
poem excoriating him appeared in the Hedley paper four years
before the start of the war, and was made in Montreal by A.
McGregor Rose, writing under the name of A.M.R. Gordon. His
Hoch der Kaiser of 1897 was the cause of a scandal in 1899,
described below. Both Hedley and Princeton papers republished
it, and both also printed a parody of it which included President
Teddy Roosevelt.
(Hedley Gazette, 20 August 1914)
"We publish by request the following celebrated lines written
by R. M. Gordon on the occasion of the Kaiser's grand-stand
move in South African affairs and first brought into promi-nence
by Captain Coglan of the U. S. Navy who recited them at a
banquet of the Union Club in New York there-by incurring the
official displeasure of Germany and a reprimand from his
superiors."

Hoch Der Kafser
Der kaiser auf der vaterland
Und Gott on high all things gommand.
Ve two! Ach! Don'd you understahnd?
Meinself - und Gott!
Vile some men sing the bower divine,
Mein soldiers sing "Die Wacht am Rhine."
Und drink der healt' in Rhenish wein,
Auf me - und Gott!
Dere's France dot swaggers all aroundt:
She's ausgespieldt! she's no aggroundt
To much, ve dinks, she clon'd amoundt;
Meinself - und Gott.
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She vill not dare to fight again;
But if she should I'll show her blain
Dot Elsass und (in French) Lorraine
Are mein, by Gott!
Dere's gran'ma dinks she's nicht shmall bier;
Mit Boers and dings she interfere.
She'll learn none owns dis hemisphere
But me - und Gott!
She dinks, goot frau, some ships she's got
Und soldiers midt der scarlet coat
Ach ! We could knock dem—pouf— like dot!
Meinself - und Gott!
In dimes auf peace brepare for wars,
I bear der helm und spear of Mars
Und care nicht for ten thousand czars
Meinself - und Gott !
In short, I humor every whim,
Mit aspect dark und visage grim.
Gott pulls mit me und I mit him
Meinself - und Gott!

The song It's a Long Way to St. Helena, a fine parody of the alltime favourite of English-speaking soldiers Tipperary (1912),
compares the Kaiser with Napoleon, and forsees for him the same
exile.
("M.S.L., Vancouver BC", Hedley Gazette, 4 March 1915)

It's A Long, Long Run To St Helena
Billy had a notion he could make the nations dance;
First he'd slaughter Belgium, then he'd tackle sunny France;
England was so little, and her army was so small,
He'd simply o'er the channel cross and watch the kingdom fall.
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Chorus
It's a long run to St. Helena, it's a long run by sea;
It's a long run to St. Helena, to the place prepared for me.
Good-bye scraps of paper, farewell Europe fair,
It's a long run to St. Helena, but I'll soon be there.
Russia may be mighty and her Cossacks may be tall;
Billy was undaunted, he could eas'ly lick them all.
Paris, Calais, Dover in their turn would bite the ground,
While over in Old England he would surely then be crowed.
It was little Belgium put the kink in Billy's pride;
France and England held the day while Russia got her stride.
Billy got excited when he couldn't reach the sea,
And shouted, "It's the world that's bad, don't lay the blame on me.''

o
More typical and perhaps more representative are the poems
written from the stance of the ordinary people. Songs of a Simple
Tommy was made by a private from Merritt, and Mother o' Mine
by a soldier's mother from Boissevain in Manitoba. Both present
the view from the trenches, and both mention the joy of incoming
mail (rather than incoming shells).
(Similkameen Star, 1 February 1918)
MERRITT SOLDIER WRITES GOOD VERSE FOR PASTIME
Hugh Campbell of this city has received the following verses
from his son, Pte. Dave Campbell, who is now serving with the
Canadian army "Somewhere in France". The many friends of this
jolly young soldier will recognize at once that the author could be
none other than he, for the expressions are peculiarly Davie's. The
verses follow, and are entitled "Songs of a Simple Tommy".
Songs of a Simple Tommy
If your sleeping place is damp, never mind;
If you, wake up with the cramps, never mind;
If your tent should tumble in and relieve your nose of skin;
While the Sergeant drinks your gin, never mind.
If you have to rise at four, never mind;
If the morning is dark and raw, never mind;
If your matches should elope with your only piece of soap
And you have to bum and grope, never mind.
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If your inch of pork should freeze, or you find
A snail upon your cheese, never mind;
If a "coal box" should make hay of the old Y.M.C.A.*
And your coffee melts away, never mind.
If the cook is a trifle new, never mind;
If you get your tea and stew, never mind;
And you find your pint of pice, has a muddy coat of ice,
Try to think it's jolly nice - never mind.
Keep a steady upper lip and you'll find
Every cloud you like to rise silver lined;
Tho' the skies are looking gray, yet it's ten to one there may
Be a parcel on its way, so never mind.

o
*"coal box" : Any shell explosion causing a cloud of black
smoke.
YMCA: Young Men's Christian Association; ran canteens behind
the front lines.
Mother o' Mine (Similkameen Star, 5 April 1918)
Mother o' mine you will never know
What mail time means to us,
Out in the front line trenches,
In all that awful fuss.
With Fritz's high explosives
Dropping round like hail
And our pals, God help them! in pieces
We watch for the overseas mail.
When we sit in a rotten dugout,
With the roof just caving in,
Feeling not what you would call happy
With the sights that we have seen
The mail comes in, believe me,
We're glad that we're alive:
And the seas between us are like a dream
The day the mail arrives.
1 5 8 OHS

THE SIMILKAMEEN VALLEY AND THE GREAT WAR

We forget the awful horrors
When we touch what you have knit.
And the mud and water up to our knees,
Don't bother us a bit.
And the eats! say they are scrumptious,
We are sorry for the boys
Who petered out before they came,
We'd like to share our joys,
I'm back in the trenches tomorrow,
After a three days' spell
At rest camp, I'm not dead anxious
To be back again in that hell.
But it helps a lot when at mail time
We find we're not forgot,
By the ones at home, now, so long dear
(That's a tear, please excuse the blot.)

o—
(Signed) Mrs. E. S. Halden, Boissevain, Man., Oct. 25, 1916
More mordant is Wartime Mother Goose Parodies, with its
bitter reflections on hardship and injustice at home.
(Similkameen Star, 12 October 1917)
Wartime Mother Goose Parodies
Jack Spratt could eat no fat
His wife could eat no lean,
Until they hocked the family plate
And sold the limousine.
Peter, Peter, Pumpkin eater
Had a wife and couldn't keep her;
On the streets he had to bet
Because she craved a daily egg.
Tom, Tom the piper's son
Stole a pig and away he run
He stole the pig at the County fair
And now he's a multimillionaire.
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The tragedy of the Great War, as it was soon called, is brought
down in Fisherman's Rest to the loss of a friend and the natural
world he loved — the coyote, the deer, the loon, the trout, even the
bush-tail rats who have taken over his now empty cabin.
(Similkameen Star, December 1917)

Fisherman's Rest
The bush-tails hold revel to-day,
Mid the dust fast mouldering there,
The coyotes pass on their way,
To hunt the deer from his lair.
He called it the Fisherman's,
A real good rest you could take,
If you listened to Jack's behest;
To go to his home on the Lake:.
And many's the hour I have spent,
As we fished for trout with a trawl,
And my heart was full of content,
When Jack caught the biggest of all.
Then the fish would rise to a fly,
Or we'd pull ashore for a spell,
Or list to the loon's plaintive cry,
Which the echo re-echoed so well.
And Jack was so gentle and good,
He'd ever some homeless one there,
The shack at the edge of the wood,
Had always a bed still to spare.
The bush-tails hold revel to-day
Mid the dust fast mouldering there,
The coyotes pass on their way,
To hunt the deer from his lair.
And the snow drifts high on the door,
Where the fire is now quenched for aye
For the Rest-maker comes no more.
He has gone to rest in the sky
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In France his body lies sleeping,
His soul was that Fisherman's true,
Who Jack now surely is keeping,
To rest with a Fisherman too.
But saddest of all is the little four-liner titled War and Cider,
printed just eighty days after Canada entered the War, when it
could still be imagined that the boys would be home by
Christmas.
(Similkameen Star, 23 October 1914)
War and Cider
Then sweet November will return
With Winter's scouts beside her,
And we shall turn from war's concern
To fixing apple cider.
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T H E THOMAS WAMPUM BELT
OR CEREMONIAL SASH
By Estelle Noakes
ampum belts are traditional sacred shell bead belts made
by the Eastern Woodland Tribes of North America. For
these tribes, the weaving of Wampum belts was a way of
recording information using color and designs, which denoted
different ideas, stories or legends. The six-foot long belts were
used as gifts in ceremonies, celebrations and treaties.

W

fouis Thomas proudly displays the Ceremonial Sash made by his grandmother Christine
Allen nee Pierrish. [Photo credit Estelle Noakes]
Estelle Noakes is a descendent of early pioneers of the North Shuswap. She began writing in the
1990s and is the author of trail books, pictorial books, magazine articles and historical stories.
She currently resides in Deep Creek, north of Enderby.
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The Thomas belt is not a true Wampum Belt although designed
similar to one. It is more a Ceremonial Sash and it is a cultural
symbol for the Thomas family. Louis Thomas is the third eldest of
Dr. Mary Thomas' seventeen children and he is the present
custodian of the sash as well as a Neskonlith leader and cultural
educator.
Mary was a respected and revered native elder who worked
tirelessly as a teacher and speaker to retain the native cultural
traditions and bridge the gap between natives and non-natives.
Her other concerns were the environment and youth. Mary was a
natural, gifted speaker. She never planned what she was going to
say. She could make people laugh or cry as she always spoke from
the heart. A gentle, humble lady, she was awarded numerous
accolades and two doctorates. Mary was instrumental in creating
the Switzmalph Cultural Centre in Salmon Arm (D.
The Thomas Ceremonial sash was designed and created by
Mary's mother, Christine Pierrish, in the early 1900s. The Sash
utilizes bone, glass and brass beads instead of shells. It does not
have the story telling aspect of the eastern wampum belts.
William Pierrish, (Christine's brother) traded for the bone beads
from the Nakota (Stoney) Indian tribe of Morely, Alberta. William
gave the beads to Christine, who was adept at beading,
leatherwork and basketry. Mary supposed that furs would have
been the trade commodities. The glass and brass beads are of
European origin and were traded for by Mary's grandfather from
Father La Jeune in Kamloops. Cured pelts were the usual trade
items for beads — one pelt would trade for a small handful of glass
beads. Numerous furs would have been required in trade for the
beads used in this beautiful sash. Christine threaded it with sinew
(probably deer) and used pieces of leather to separate the lengths.
She later presented the belt to her husband, Daniel Allen, as a gift.
Mary Thomas inherited the piece and re-threaded the belt with
new sinew. She wore the sash on special occasions and used it for
her cultural demonstrations at schools and for her speaking
engagements.
Christine was instrumental in keeping the indigenous customs
and traditions alive. She passed on her knowledge of the cultural
ways to her daughter, Mary. Many of Mary's baskets, beadwork
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and leatherwork, as well as the Ceremonial Sash are displayed at
the Switzmalph Cultural Centre.

Christina Allan with husband Daniel & others on Percy Ruth's cone-picking wagon

Louis Thomas was devoted to his mother and shared her
passion for the preservation of the native culture. He says he was
the builder and she was the teacher and they learned from each
other. Louis became her companion and driver on her numerous
speaking engagements and school visits. Mary's daughter Dolores
became her caregiver in her later years. Twelve of Mary's children
still remain as well as at least five whom she adopted. All of them,
including grandchildren and great grandchildren, are dedicated
to the continuation of the work of Dr. Mary Thomas. Louis
teaches in the schools; as well he is the builder and also works
with the tanning of leathers and drying fish. Lorna carries on
Mary's work with medicinal plants and is the expert on pit
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cooking. Harold is adept at birch bark baskets. Jane and Dolores
work with pine needle baskets and bulhush mats. Lloyd is a
master at drying fish. Bonnie is the president of the Switzmalph
Cultural Society. Gary is the carpenter and built the lovely box
that holds the ceremonial sash.
Dr. Mary Thomas passed away in 2007. The legacy passed
down from Christine and Mary rests in the able hands of their
descendents who treasure and honour their memories with their
ongoing guardianship of indigenous traditions and cultural
customs. Mary's family work and share their knowledge at the
Switzmalph Cultural Centre, keeping her dream alive.

Mary Thomas
[Courtesy of Ducks
Unlimited Canada]

References
1) For more information about the life of Dr. Mary Thomas, please see: Okanagan History
Reports #62 and #72
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UPPER TPOUT CREEK
By David Gregory
n the 1880s the Summerland area was primarily made up of
cattle ranches and known as Trout Creek. Immediately to the
west of Trout Creek was an area called Upper Trout Creek
founded in 1892.

I

A. LOCATION
In its prime, Upper Trout Creek comprised of the very westerly
portion of Summerland's Prairie Valley, Faulder, Meadow Valley
and the settlement of Mineola. Upper Trout Creek was situated at
the intersection of two historic trails: the Princeton-Summerland
Road and the Shingle Creek- Meadow Valley Trail. The primary
industry in the Okanagan during the 1880's was cattle. These two
trails were used to drive cattle northward to Vernon and
westward to Princeton and Granite City.
By the early 1900's the future looked bright for Upper Trout
Creek. The western edge of Prairie Valley had attracted wealthy
eastern Canada businessmen including R.B. Angus, Sir Herbert
Holt and Sir Edmond Osier. There was speculation that the cattle
trails would be improved and expanded into a government
standard road, possibly the main government road in the
Okanagan Valley. In addition there was speculation that the route
of the Kettle Valley Railway would travel through Meadow Valley
and Faulder. Two future settlements were planned for Upper
Trout Creek but never reached fruition: J.M. Robinson's
Appledale and Ralph Dean's town-site.
B. EARLY SETTLERS
In England ownership of large family estates were primarily
inherited by first born sons. Families would often send their
David Gregory is a long time member of the OHS and currently is the co-chair of the OHS Trails
Committee with Peter Tassie. He is the current chair of Summerland's Heritage Advisory
Commission and a Board member of both the Kettle Valley Steam Railway Society and the
Summerland Museum and Heritage Society.
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other sons overseas to establish and develop their own properties.
Often these sons were financially assisted; hence the name
remittance men. Many early settlers of Upper Trout Creek were
remittance men and several of these settlers came Middlesex,
England. In fact several of these early settlers were classmates
from the famous Harrow School.
The first settler from Middlesex to arrive in the Summerland
area was George Nevil Barclay. He established the Trout Creek
Ranch in 1891. George did not attend Harrow School but
members of his family were students and long time supporters of
the school. Students from Harrow School became aware of
Barclay's Ranch in Canada and the Barclay Ranch gave them an
opportunity to learn the trade of a Canadian cowboy, quite
fashionable in those days
Since the 1870's, Harrow School conducted annual
photography programs where students as well as neighbouring
families had the opportunity to be photographed. Because of this
program, there exists a record of school-day photographs of some
of the earliest settlers of Summerland and Upper Trout Creek.
Some of the photographed settlers include the following;
1. George Barclay (1867-1926): Trout Creek
ranch owner George Barclay did not go to

Harrow School, but his brother Hubert
Frederick Barclay did and his grandfather
Robert Barclay did in 1849. Harrow schools
students became aware of Barclay's Ranch in
1891.

2. Bob Faulder (18731940): was a Harrow School student and
arrived in Trout Creek in late 1900. He initially
worked at Barclay's ranch before pre-empting
land in Upper Trout Creek in 1892.
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3. Ralph Deans (1873-1916): was Faulder's
classmate at Harrow School. The two travelled
together to Barclay's Ranch and he pre-empted
lands in Upper Trout Creek adjacent to Faulder's
lands. Deans proposed a large acreage town-site
in Upper Trout Creek complete with its own
electrical power generation plant. He traveled to
England to seek investors for his development.
He enlisted in World War One and died in
Victoria in 1916.

4. Harry "Pop" Dunsdon (1874-1963):
also did not attend Harrow School but
there exists numerous Harrow School
photographs
of
Dunsdon
family
members. Bob Faulder
convinced
Dunsdon to come to British Columbia.
Dunsdon pre-empted land in Garnett
Valley
and
named
his
ranch
"Harrowdene".
5. Richard Turner (1873-1966): came from a
wealthy family in England. He studied at
Harrow School and arrived at Trout Creek in
1896. Richard Turner married Sarah Pierre of
the Okanagan Nation. The Turners were
prominent and active Upper Trout Creek
residents.

6. William Fosbery (1873-1953): was a
Harrow student who arrived in Upper
Trout Creek in 1896. He was a surveyor
for Municipal engineer EH. Latimer. He
originally pre-empted land in Upper Trout
Creek. Both William and his wife became
very active Summerland citizens. Later
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Fosbery became the municipal librarian and at the age of 77 was
Summerland's electoral returning officer. He convinced his
brother George to also settle in Summerland.
7. Granville Morgan (1875-1958 ): did not
attend Harrow school but both Granville
and his father the Reverend Eli Morgan
were photographed by the school. He |
worked as the Indian Agent, Fisheries
Officer and was a pioneer orchardist.
Other Harrow School and Middlesex
residents who briefly settled in Upper Trout
Creek included A.H. Brown, Arthur
Preston, Jarvis Vaughan and Charlie
Kendall.
C. INSTITUTIONS
In the early 1900's Upper Trout Creek had its own School District
with two schools, one at the western edge of Prairie Valley and one
in Mineola. The Upper Trout School was the site for live theatre.

Upper Trout Creek School, Prairie Valley
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The Upper Trout Creek theatre group called the "Faulder Players"
performed a musical at the Prairie Valley school in December
1918. The musical, titled "The Robbers of Faulderwood" was
written by E.A. Orchard and the players were Upper Trout Creek
residents. There were also two post offices, one at the western edge
of Prairie Valley (Balcomo) and Mineola. The Upper Trout Creek
curling club was formed in 1907 and used the Trout Creek
reservoir (Barclay Lake) as its ice surface. This community also
had a cricket club and a polo club. Upper Trout Creek had one of
the three teams of the Summerland basketball league, the other
two being Okanagan College and Summerland.

Upper Trout Creek
School District
A M E E T I N G of the ratepayers of the above
district will be held in the School building; on Thursday, February 5th, at 2.30 p.m., to consider the closing
of the School and other important matters relating
to same.
F. A. MILLER,
Sec'y to the Board.
27
Upper Trout Creek School District Notice

Balcomo Post Office
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Upper Trout Creek Curling Club

Upper Trout Creek Cricket Club
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D. THE FUTURE
Two factors reduced the development potential in Upper Trout
Creek. First, expansion of a central Okanagan transportation
route, Highway 97 diminished the need for upper bench
roadways. Second, by the mid 1920s, there was a significant
decline in the cattle industry. Today there is a renewed interest in
the Upper Trout Creek area. These lands are presently being
considered by both Summerland and the Regional District of the
Okanagan-Similkameen as a Future Growth Area. One
development being considered is the Summerland Hills Resort.
This development has attempted to acquire crown land. This
same crown land was once pre-empted by Upper Trout Creek
settlers. These properties were reverted back to the status of
crown land with the decline in the cattle industry. Upper Trout
Creek Pioneer, Ralph Dean's idea of hydroelectric generation from
Trout Creek is an idea which may in future years create a
sustainable source of electricity for the local communities of
Summerland, Faulder and the Penticton Indian Band.

I

ifl
Mineola
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THE WHITE LAKE VALLEY
- A BRIEF HISTORYBy Elizabeth Pryce
he white alkaline lake lies in a narrow sagebrush-covered
valley, lined with tall, majestic Ponderosa pine and
dramatically-shaped fir. Dotted with antelope and rabbit
bush, it is typically part of the great Okanagan Valley at the
northern tip of the Great Basin Desert. Some claim that the desert
ends at Vaseux Lake, but there are maps which outline it north to
Penticton.

T

The lessor White Lake valley shares many of Okanagan's desertlike features. Scarce of water, dryland plants such as the yellowflowered prickly pear and the low-growing pink rock cacti dot the
landscape, sharing the slopes with blue lupine, bright yellow
sunflowers and red Indian paintbrush. Scorpions, centipedes and
tiny red spiders inhabit the undergrowth ground. During
summertime the hot, still air is heavy with the smell of pine and
sage. Wildlife abounds. Deer, some moose, cougar, coyote and
bear inhabit the country with various rodents and snakes,
including the large western rattlers. The variety of bird life is truly
phenomenal. Sloughs and small lakes, if not too alkaline, support
water life and a wide variety of plants. Tall elderberry and choke
cherry line the creeks, and saskatoon berry bushes dot the
hillsides. Wide green meadows and open slopes covered with early
spring grasses encourage farming and cattle ranging.
The alkali-fringed shore, from which White Lake got its name,
spreads away from a bowl in a wide basin west of Okanagan Falls
and Kaleden. White Lake's recorded history stretches back to
1820 when the Hudson's Bay Fur Brigade trail was blazed through
the Okanagan to link their northern capital of Fort St. James to
the southern depot at Fort Okanogan. However, before that time
Elizabeth Pryce and her husband, John Bork, reside on White Lake Road where the lower
brigade trail and the early freight wagons would have passed. Her interest in history inspired her
to write an historical-fiction trilogy set in the White Lake Valley. She has been branch editor for
Penticton OHS for the past 20 years.
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an active and abundant life flourished on the flats of the white
lake, for the Okanagan Indians called this land their home.
THE OKANAGAN INDIANS
The Okanagans and the Shuswaps had battled over the area for
generations. A legend exists that a last battle at the huge bluff
south of the white lake settled the matter.1 Named Battle Bluff,
another legend has it that the battle was between the Okanagans
and invading Nicolas.2 Today we know this site as Mclntyre Bluff.
The bluff took its name from Peter Mclntyre who homesteaded at
the base of the rock. He was a member of the Overlanders of
1862, who landed at Kamloops after a long, arduous trip down
the North Thompson River, having travelled from the Red River
settlement.3 Several of that group eventually made their homes in
the Okanagan and Similkameen valleys. Vaseux Lake
immediately to the North, was first called Swan Lake, named for
the graceful white swans that migrate to the South Okanagan.
The Indians' main village, at present day Penticton, consisted
of several camps along the winding Okanagan River on the wide
land bridge between Okanagan Lake (first called Great Okanagan
Lake) and Skaha Lake (named Lac Du Chien by French fur
traders; later called Dog Lake). Penticton was an Okanagan word
that meant 'a place to stay forever'. At the southern end of Skaha
Lake where the water flowed over a fascinating waterfall split by
a single enormous rock, was another village.1 From there
Okanagan River wound its way south to the mighty Columbia.
In the western hills, on the flats of the white lake, the woman
of these villages dug the small rock cacti root (bitterroot) and
picked the wild berries of the saskatoon, elderberry and
chokecherry. In the sloping hills and higher ranges the men
hunted for deer.4 Such fare supplemented their diet of sockeye
salmon caught during the annual salmon run up the Columbia
and Okanagan rivers. There were no permanent villages in the
White Lake Valley, only seasonal camps close to the creek near
Twin (Nipit) Lakes.1 Throughout the many decades since these
camps ceased, arrowheads and small tools have been found by
residents of White Lake Ranch which was built in that area in the
late 1800's.
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THE HUDSON'S BAY FUR BRIGADE TRAIL
The Hudson's Bay Company's fur brigade that departed Fort St.
James in New Caledonia (later British Columbia) in late spring by
canoe down Stuart River, connected with the Fraser River to Fort
Alexandria, then travelled by horse brigade overland to Fort
Kamloops to pass through the Okanagan Valley. After two months
of arduous travel it arrived at the confluence of the Okanagan and
Columbia rivers at Fort Okanogan in Oregon Territory (near
Brewster in Washington State), about the middle of June, The
trail was charted through the explorations of David Stuart in 1811
until it was re-routed by the International Boundary in 1846. It
remained the only link between the northern forts and Columbia
River transport to the Pacific posts throughout this time. The last
brigade to pass through the Okanagan was in 1848. Along this
vital route furs were transported south by 200-300 horses, and
provisions and trade goods were packed to the northern forts on
the return trip.
There were several important overnight campsites in the
Okanagan Valley: one at Westbank, another at White Lake, and a
rendezvous site at Osoyoos Lake. Along the Okanagan passage
the route forked into two trails in several places. This was the
case in the White Lake Valley.5
It is interesting to note that the trail at Myers Flat (now
Willowbrook) split just as it reached the wide, open landscape
south of White Lake. The upper trail on the west side crossed
Park Rill, past Twin Lakes to Marron River, to Beaver River
(Shingle Creek), and on to present-day Summerland. The lower
trail took a more direct route along the east side of White Lake,
crossing Kearns Creek, passing today's Junction Ranch at lower
Marron River, Skaha and Okanagan Lakes to meet the upper trail
at Summerland. Today, much of Fairview-White Lake Road
follows an early freight route, which followed the brigade trail.
A major campsite existed at Meyers Flat. Another was at Twin
Lakes on the upper trail. There were two near Summerland. On
the lower trail where Shingle Creek and Okanagan River meet, a
campsite was established by Chief Factor A.C. Anderson.5 The
lush grasses, clear creeks and abundant game facilitated the
brigades as they carved their trail between tall, majestic pine.
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Above the lakes, awesome panoramic views of the lakes,
Okanagan River and surrounding mountains were a pleasant
relief to weary men of the brigades. While the weather could be
very warm during day travel, it cooled quickly in the higher levels
in the evenings.
In 1846 the International Boundary was established, dividing
Canada and United States. Everything changed. In the west, New
Caledonia and the Oregon Territory were now British Columbia
and Washington State. Brigades were re-routed through the
Tulameen country to Hope, which by 1849, left the Okanagan
Valley trail empty of an illustrious period of 40 years of trade and
transport of supplies.
However, nothing is left empty for long. During the 1850's
miners had discovered the Cariboo. Soon the Hudson's Bay Trail
was being used as an alternate route to the gold fields by miners
and cattlemen. By the 1880's homesteads began to dot the
landscape and the valley took on a new life.
THE PIONEERS
Possibly the first white settler of the Kaleden-White Lake area
was a Mr. Shoemaker, who either squatted or pre-empted the land
known today as Junction Ranch in the 1880's. 6 Below him on the
slopes of Skaha Lake, rancher Thomas Ellis of Penticton ranged
his cattle on the western lakeshore hills in the mid-1870's. Above
him, Berkley Noade had settled near Twin Lakes. Through the
1890's, the country rapidly filled up. Small dams were built on
cool mountain streams. Grass was abundant well into the higher
ranges. The soil was fertile and the weather encouraging. There
was work in the mines to the south at Fairview and the east at
Camp McKinney, with new gold finds in the Similkameen. Such
industry brought about business, and freighting swung into
action. Once more the fur brigade trail through White Lake
became an important link between Penticton, Fairview and Camp
McKinney.
The winding hill from Hwy 97 was called Sawmill Hill at the
turn of the century, when a sawmill was operated at the top of the
hill by T.R. Preston. It is part of the H.B.C. lower brigade trail. At
1 7 6 OHS
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the top of the hill Tommy Partington owned considerable acreage
on both sides of the wagon road and operated a sawmill in the
early 1900's on the west side. He also ran cattle on the rangeland
behind.
An early pre-emptor was Richard Hynds who emigrated from
New Zealand in 1890 and settled on land at the junction of
Sawmill Hill (now White Lake Hill) and the wagon road to
Okanagan Falls. The log barn that he built still stands on White
Lake Road. Mr. Hynds left the Okanagan for Ireland in 1898,
following the passing of his wife. While the Junction Ranch
changed ownership several times throughout the following 100
years and is diminished in size, it is today a well-kept functioning
unit.
John Thomas Prather arrived with his family in 1892 from
Spokane, having travelled by covered wagon from Kansas over
the Oregon trail, and took up residence at the junction. 7 He later
moved up to White Lake, where he built a stopping place known
as Spring Station. Freighting was increasing through the White
Lake basin, and the rest stop near the quiet waters of Spectacle
Lakes was a welcome sight for teamsters. John Prather planted a
small orchard and ran several head of cattle on land that has since
become St. Andrews by the Lakes estates and golf course. Until
recently a few fruit trees remained near the root cellar built into
the hillside.
From Ontario, Dugold Gillespie travelled west by way of
Missouri to Oregon and Washington, arriving in the Okanagan in
1895. The Hynds barn is today, often referred to as the Gillespie
barn, because Dugold's property included part of the original
Junction Ranch. The two-storey house still standing near
Highway 97 was the Gillespie home, where he planted a small
orchard. The house was a stopping place for freighters. As well,
mail was left there. Gillespie began freight hauls to Fairview,
Camp McKinney and Greenwood in the southeast, and to the
Hedley mine in the Similkameen. Dugold's brother Alec Gillespie
was also freighting in the area.
There is a small decaying cabin in the open field opposite
Partington's homestead which was the home of a nursery agent,
Walpole Thomas Jones, always known as "Nigger" Jones, because
OHS
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of his pronounced southern accent. Jones brought in some of the
finest nursery stock ever handled in the valley. He also operated
an onion farm on what was called "Onion Flats", later Sumac
Farms on Hwy 97 at the top of Waterman Hill, and sold his
produce in Penticton from 1912 through the 1920's.
Only a few homes existed along this route. In the hills to the
west in the early 1930's-40's a fellow named Billy Crooks farmed
a small acreage between the Roadhouse homestead of Roadhouse
Hill on Hwy 3A and the Partington place. Some other early names
in farming and ranching in the White Lake area were "Highland"
Mary Walker, Harry Wolstenholme, Dave Burns, August and Babe
Kruger, the Brent family, Harvey Ross and Bill Graham. The Kitely
family lived in the area of Lily Lake (west of Partington and St.
Andrews estates). At Twin Lakes, Hiram Inglee, Gilbert Taylor
and Herbert Guernsey were owners in succession of the White
Lake Ranch. The Sutherlands operated the Twin Lakes Dude
Ranch. These ranches changed hands over the years, some
becoming major subdivisions.
The children of the early pioneer families rode their horses to
attend school in Okanagan Falls, the first school in the immediate
area. Later, when Kaleden had its own school, some White Lake
students attended there. Others, such as the Prather children,
were home-schooled; later the Burns' children were also homeschooled. For a short while the large living room in the home of
James Prather, located south of Spring Station, served as a school
house, church and community hall. Saturday night dances were
held and church services on the following morning until 1932
when the Prathers moved to Penticton.
Postal service took various forms. As Penticton developed, the
Snodgrass stage carried mail all the way to Greenwood. Twice a
week Gillespie hung a flour sack at the roadside and pickup and
delivery was carried out. For those living at White Lake, mail was
received by horseback delivery. At the top of Sawmill Hill a tin
can nailed to a tree served sufficiently until mail was taken to
Spring Station. White Lake Ranch also served as a post office
where Hiram Inglee was official postmaster.
Coal in the area was first mentioned in a 1901 report by WF
Robinson, who noticed it only in slight veins. From several
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locations near the lake, the coal was taken out. It was considered
coking coal and was used for that purpose and also for
blacksmithing, but the sulphur was very strong and difficult to
work with. In 1902 the Alexandra Hotel in Okanagan Falls tried
it fruitlessly for heating. The CPR, on its line from Penticton to
Oliver in 1921 used it, but it clinkered-up and was therefore,
unsuitable. In 1933 two Princeton miners located a seam. About
110 tons were sold in Penticton, however, that was the last year
of production. 8
During the 1940's the White Lake flats was a gathering ground
for cattle from Cawston and Keremeos, and the White Lake area
ranches. They were trailed south to Myers Flats, down the Green
Lake Road to the Okanagan River. A shallow strip of the river
aided the crossing and the cattle were driven up to the stockyards
of the Southern Interior Stockmen's Association in Okanagan
Falls. Sale yards had been built in 1943, but previous to that the
cattle were weighed and held at the John Thomas ranch where a
CPR siding existed. Myers Flats became Willowbrook
Subdivision, part of Oliver in the 1960's. Cattle were being
trucked from the ranches to the Okanagan Falls stockyards by
that time.
While wagon roads and automobile travel have preserved the
fur brigade trails, the route of miners and cattlemen and the
freighters through White Lake Valley, most travellers today are
unaware that they are driving an important British Columbia
historic route. To increase awareness of area history, a kiosk
stands at the Oliver-Fairview-White Lake junction. Another is
located at the Dominion Astrophysical Observatory at White
Lake. Both colourfully and accurately depict area history.

1.

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

THE SALISHAN TRIBES OF THE WESTERN PLATEAUS, An Extract From 45th Annual
Report of the Bureau of American Ethnology to the Secretary of the Smithsonian Institution
1927-1928, by James Teit and Franz Boas.
THE SAGEBRUSH COUNTRY SOUTH OKANAGAN, by N.L. Barlee
The Overlanders of '62, by M.S. Wade
ENWHI.STEETKWA, Walk In Water, byjeannette C Armstrong
The. Okanagan Brigade Trail, by Bob Harris, Harley Hatfield and Peter Tassie
The History of Kaleden, by H.W Corbitt
Okanagan History, 63rd Report of the Okanagan Historical Society
Okanagan Historical Society 38th Report
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A TRIBUTE TO
ANNA FULTON CAIL
By Ron

Candy

nna began her life on
her parent's 20-acre
farm and orchard on
Vernon's East Hill. At this
point in time, the East Hill
consisted of open fields;
there were few trees and
even fewer buildings. The
farm was located in an area
now occupied by Silver Star
Elementary School.

A

As a child, Anna had fond
memories of growing up in
Vernon. Picnics and swimming at Kal Lake were often a
part of Anna's summer
routine, along with walks to
nearby Black Rock and strolls
through fields of wildflowers
and tall grass to her maternal
grandparent's house, the
Reinhard's, further down the
East Hill on what is now 23rd
Street.

.Anna Fulton -1913. 1 year, 8 months old.
[Vernon Museum Photo No. 24242]

Ron has been directly involved with museums and historic sites for over thirty-six years. In
1992, Ron and his artist wife, Kirsten, moved to the Okanagan where he took on the position of
Director/Curator of the Greater Vernon Museum and Archives; a position he still holds.
Anna was born in April of 1911. It was a time when Vernon, as a community, was experiencing
tremendous change. The city was preparing to celebrate its 19th year of incorporation; the
contract to build Vernon's magnificent stone courthouse was awarded in 1911; a telegraph line
between Vernon and Sicamous was nearing completion; the Y.M.C.A. had just moved into the
old High School on Mason Street, and the city's namesake, Forbes George Vernon, had just
passed away in London.
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Clarence Fulton -1908, Anna's father.
[Vernon Museum Photo No. 17210.]

Thekla Reinhard -1908, Anna's mother.
[Vernon Museum Photo No. 17211.]

Many of Anna's most vivid memories were to do with her
schooling. She started elementary school in 1917 at Central
School (Beairsto). At that time the school was still relatively new,
having opened its doors only seven years previously. Her father
was appointed principal in 1918 and Anna recalls a measure of
discipline was enforced at the school:
"We lined up in front of the school in fours and at
attention. Mr. Seaton was usually playing the piano and
we had to listen to the beat and we had to get our left foot
in time with the beat. It always bothers me when you see
people in a parade and they don't know enough to get the
left foot on the beat. Well, we learned this in elementary
school, and then in we marched to Mr. Seaton's music up
the stairs to our rooms. If you talked during this
moment, you might get thumped or shaken."
Of course school wasn't always serious. There were many times
when laughter prevailed:
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"Then there was the time when Joe Harwood got stuck
in a heating grill at Central School (Beairsto) when he
was coming to play Santa for the children. I remember
there was an air vent in the northeast room. There was a
little flag that blew in the breeze all the time. Suddenly,
we were expecting nothing, there is a noise and the vent
comes off and here appears Joe Harwood. He was a
Trustee and he was built like Santa Clause so he didn't
need any padding. Here was Santa coming through the
vent. But, I heard afterwards from my Dad that he and
Bill English, who was the head maintenance man, were
behind and he (Harwood) was stuck."
Anna also spent a
lot of time in the
outdoors with her
CGIT (Canadian Girls
in Training) group
where she "learned
crafts, did exercises
and
skits,
and
treasured the quiet
meditation and Bible
reading time." She
later
earned
her
lifeguard
certificate
CGIT group in 1927. Anna is seated at left.
and, beginning in
[Vernon Museum Photo No. 19287]
1930, was employed a
number of years by
the Vernon Rotary Club as a swimming instructor on Kalamalka
Lake during the summer months.
Anna entered the University of British Columbia and graduated
in 1934 with an honours B.A. in English and literature and a
minor in history. However, it was the Depression and, as Anna
alluded to in a 1994 presentation to the Friends of History, jobs
of any type were difficult to secure and sometimes one had to be
willing to do anything to get employment:
"When I finished at UBC I applied for a job at a
Kelowna school. Jobs were hard to get, so I got all
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Clarence Fulton -1908, Anna's father.
[Vernon Museum Photo No. 17210.]

Thekla Reinhard -1908, Anna's mother.
[Vernon Museum Photo No. 17211.]

Many of Anna's most vivid memories were to do with her
schooling. She started elementary school in 1917 at Central
School (Beairsto). At that time the school was still relatively new,
having opened its doors only seven years previously. Her father
was appointed principal in 1918 and Anna recalls a measure of
discipline was enforced at the school:
"We lined up in front of the school in fours and at
attention. Mr. Seaton was usually playing the piano and
we had to listen to the beat and we had to get our left foot
in time with the beat. It always bothers me when you see
people in a parade and they don't know enough to get the
left foot on the beat. Well, we learned this in elementary
school, and then in we marched to Mr. Seaton's music up
the stairs to our rooms. If you talked during this
moment, you might get thumped or shaken."
Of course school wasn't always serious. There were many times
when laughter prevailed:
OHS
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Coming to VHS also meant Anna was able to
teach at the same school as her well-known and
respected father, Clarence Fulton.
When war broke out in 1939, Anna and other
local women joined the B.C. Women's Service
Corps, later re-forming into the Red Cross Corps
(Voluntary Aid Detachment) and trained at the
Vernon Army Camp. Should they be sent
overseas, the women not only needed to know
advanced first aid, but other skills, including the
ability to drive heavy trucks.
Clarence Fulton -1938
"We thought we would go to Italy but we
[Vernon Museum
were posted to the Vernon hospital to tend
Photo No. 11204.]
children with typhoid fever. Later, I was sent
to train as a physiotherapist's helper in Quebec City and
worked with wounded soldiers returning from Italy. So
that was as close as I got to Italy."

Anna not only assisted with the medical needs of wounded
soldiers, but she also put her teaching skills to use by helping
soldiers who needed to improve their proficiency in English, in
order that they could complete Grade 12.
After the war, in 1947, Anna received a scholarship to attend
the University of London in England. On June 26th, 1947 the
Vernon News reported:
"Miss Anna C. Fulton, Vernon high school teacher,
received word on Tuesday that she had been awarded a
$1,400.00 scholarship from the British Council for a
year's graduate or professional study at the University of
London, Institute of Education. The award carries
transportation expenses to England and Miss Fulton
expects to commence her studies this fall...
The scholarship is awarded to several Canadians on the
basis of applicants' scholastic and professional records
and their plans for post-graduate studies."
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dressed up. I charged up to the Hudson's Bay to ladies
wear and I bought a pink creped dress with a white
collar and jacket and white linen hat. Marvelous outfit!
I couldn't afford shoes and all 1 had were a pair of
pumps, satin or silk, and they were worn out. In those
days we danced. We didn't just stand and shake the way
they do now. Anyway, I tore what was left of the silk off
the shoes and slathered them with white shoe polish, so
they looked fine.
I went off to Kelowna to see Mr. Fredrickson, the
principal, dressed in this outfit. I really thought I was
something. I entered his living room that had a polished
dark floor and we had our interview. When I rose to
leave, guess what was all over the dark floor? White
shoe polish. I thought I lost the job for sure.
It was the Depression and to get a job, you had to say
you could teach anything...I thought I was hired to
teach English in Kelowna but it was physical education.
So, I bought one of these tunics like the private school
girls wore... The only proper PE. teachers at that time in
the early 30's were from Margaret Eaton in Toronto and
McGill. So, I had these long black stockings and this
tunic and pranced around and tried to look like a P.E.
teacher. But, I was really an English teacher. I had
majored in English and that was my subject. It took me
quite a while to get through to anybody that I wanted to
teach English."
In 1936, Anna moved back to Vernon and landed a teaching
position at the old Vernon High School. The following year, at the
newly constructed school on the edge of Poison Park, Anna
began teaching English along with being the coach of the girl's
basketball and football (soccer) teams. Anna also became
involved in the school's Dramatic Club as both director and stage
player in a number of performances.
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At the age of 98, Anna continued to be an active member of the
Vernon and District Heritage Society and the Friends of History,
an oral history group in which she was a founding member. Then,
on March 28th, 2009, Anna Caroline Cail passed away.
Fortunately, she lived to view an exhibit on her life at the Greater
Vernon Museum and Archives and participate in celebrations
honouring her long and full life.
Over the years, Anna Cail had taught thousands of children in
the North and Central Okanagan. She had always been the
epitome of hard work and dedication. Her involvement in
education, politics, the peace movement, the preservation of our
built heritage, and many other causes has been an inspiration to
many. As well, her grandfather, father, and husband all
contributed immensely to the spirit of education and higher
learning; pursuits that have led to a much better quality of life for
all those living in the region.
Indeed, Anna Cail was, and will always be, a community
treasure.

Vernon in 1909. Shortly before Anna was born. [Vernon Museum Photo No. 2789]
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When Anna returned from England in 1948, she became
romantically involved with Robert Cail, a recent graduate from
the University of British Columbia and a former grade-12 student
of Anna's at Vernon High School.
In 1951, Robert Cail and Anna Fulton were married. However,
tragedy struck on July 18th, 1958 when Robert was killed in a
motor vehicle accident outside Minneapolis, Minnesota.
Anna was pregnant at the time of the accident and later gave
birth to Robert Cail Jr. in 1959. A short time later, Anna returned
to teaching at Vernon High School where she was an inspiration
and mentor to students for many years.
After Anna retired from teaching in 1976, she continued to be
actively involved with a number of issues and concerns in the
community for decades. Her first love was the preservation of the
region's natural and human history. She was one of the original
members of the city's Heritage Advisory Committee and was
instrumental in the compilation of Vernon's heritage building
inventory.
In 1989, former Friends of History Chairperson, Edna Oram,
wrote:
"Anna is a born organizer and leader who has for many
years worked unstintingly
in a number of local
organizations. Projects in which she is involved succeed
because she checks and re-checks every detail to make
sure nothing has been overlooked. She is a tireless
worker.
Anna is also a very concerned person. She visits those
in Restholm and other care facilities. She generously
picks up the housebound to take them to community
events. She is always there to express concern when
they are ill or depressed. She is a real 'people' person."
In 1990, Anna was given the North Okanagan Good Citizen
Award.
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raft. They loved going to Death Valley and soaking up the sun and
hiking into the desert. On occasion, they would find a hot pool
and strip down and jump into it. They loved going to the
Sacramento Jazz Festival and wandering the streets until all hours,
listening to all the wonderful music. Travelling was one of their
major joys in life.
One trip that Bill loved to reminisce about was the one he and
his cousin Lock Knowles took in 1933. They drove to California
in an old Model T, and it took them six weeks to reach Los
Angeles. Among the many interesting things they experienced on
the trip was seeing the Oakland/San Francisco bridge under
construction, and they watched the building of the Hoover Dam.
They were in Las Vegas when there were no casinos, no
entertainment, and only a handful of hotels.
Bill and Joyce were constantly building and renovating houses,
and there are several of these lovely homes around Kelowna and
Kamloops. Bill became a contractor, and evidence of his efforts is
visible throughout the Okanagan. His love of the history of the
Okanagan drove him to be active in preserving as many of the
buildings and boats as he could. He was involved in the
preservation and restoration of the Benvoulin Church. He fought
to have the S.S. Sicamous restored. He loved working with the
Heritage Society, and enjoyed their appreciation of him for the
work he did.
Writing was one of his passions, and for many years he wrote
weekly articles for the Kelowna Capital News and the Kelowna
Daily Courier. The culmination of his writing career was his
book, According to Bill — the Times and Tales of C.W (Bill)
Knowles, written when he was ninety years old. To date, it is in
its fourth printing.
For numerous years, he served on the boards of the Heritage
Society, the Kelowna Museum and the Kelowna Branch of the
Historical Society. He was honoured to have the house he was
born in named The Knowles House. In 1987, he received the Fred
Macklin Memorial Award for outstanding community service. In
1988, The Central Okanagan Heritage Society gave him the
Distinguished Community Service Award. In 2001, the
Government of Canada recognized him for his outstanding
1 8 8 OHS

CHARLES WILLIAM BILL" KNOWLES
June 20.1908 — March 25. 2010
By Sylvia Knowles
ill was born in Kelowna in
1908,
and would have
celebrated his 102nd birthday on June 20, 2010. His father,
James Bacon "Jim" Knowles,
moved to Kelowna in 1905, and
opened Kelowna's first jewellery
store. At that time, Kelowna's
population was around 600.
His mother, Annie Louise
"Lou" Knowles, was an active
sports woman, and both
parents were very involved in
the community, a tradition
Bill took up with great
interest. In 1937, Bill married the love of his life,
Joyce Jennens, and together
they had two daughters,
Diana and Sylvia.

B

Bill Knowles, on a canoe trip

Since early childhood, Bill

to

Okanagan Landing, 1992.

was an avid canoer, and
canoed numerous rivers in Canada, the U.S.A. and Mexico. He
and Joyce enjoyed travelling, and did it well. Everything they did
was done with great enthusiasm and charm. They met many
people on their travels who become lifelong friends. As someone
once said, "Bill never met a stranger, only a potential friend." One
of their many adventures was a wild ride down the Grand Canyon
on a rubber raft with Georgie White. Again with Georgie, they
were among the first to conquer Hell's Gate in the same type of
Like both her father and mother, Bill and Joyce Knowles, Sylvia was born and raised in Kelowna.
Her grandparents, Jim and Louise Knowles, came to Kelowna as a young couple in 1905. Sylvia
is the third generation of the Knowles family to live in Kelowna.
OHS 1 8 7
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JOAN URSULA KATHERINE
SIMPSON
October 21,1917 — November 22. 2009
by Sharron Simpson
r oan was born in Kelowna
and lived a long and full
| life among her family and
iends in the community. She
was the third of six children
born to Jack Jennens and
Dorothy Crickett, who arrived
in Kelowna from England, in
1912 and 1913 respectively.
Her brothers and sisters
included: Joyce "Peggy" who
married C.W. "Bill" Knowles,
Charlotte "Chi" who married
Chuck
Baxandall,
John
"Buster"
who
married
Madeline Gagnon, Hazel who
married Don Poole, and Basil
who married Joan Lomax. She
also has two half brothers,
Joan Simpson [Courtesy Sharron Simpson]
Tom Jennens (Sandra) and Bob
Jennens (Pat). Joan never liked the Ursula part of her name and
would likely have been unhappy to see it in print.

J

Joan went to school and worked in Kelowna before marrying
Horace Birch Simpson in November 1937. They lived in various
parts of Kelowna and Okanagan Mission for their entire lives. She
was predeceased by Horace (1994) and her beloved son, Stanley
(2006), and is survived by her daughter, Sharron, and son, Allan
Sharron Simpson remembers her mother with all the joy and sadness that every family shares—
and like her mother, reminds those at her table that plates are never to be cleared until everyone
has finished eating, they are never to be stacked, and that you must ask to be excused from the
table — and that abundant Christmas garlands and bows are a tradition that needs to be preserved.
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community service. In 2004, he was made a Life Member of the
Kelowna Branch of the Okanagan Historical Society.
Those who knew him will always remember his charm and
quiet wit. He was an icon for Kelowna, and a gentleman in the
truest sense of the word. Bill loved nothing more than being with
family and friends. His children and grandchildren had the
marvellous experience of canoeing and camping with Bill. Each
of their trips was unique and full of interesting events — truly
never a dull moment! What a legacy to leave behind. No matter
how old his body got, his mind stayed young and interesting and
interested. He could talk as easily to a seven year old as to a thirty
or forty or seventy year old.
He was a wonderful husband to Joyce for almost seventy-five
years, and a wonderful father and grandfather. He truly loved
living life. He was often heard to say, "I am the luckiest man in
the world," and he meant it. He was a man who pulled off the
most extraordinary feat of all — he lived a full and happy and
loving life. He is greatly missed by his daughters, five
grandchildren and ten great-grandchildren.

OHS189

MABEL VERNA HALL — A TRIBUTE
July 19.1920 — November 22, 2009
By Robert M. Hayes
abel Verna Hall was born
in Kelowna, July 19,
1920, the eldest of two
daughters. Her father, Arthur
Harold "Art" Hall, was born in
England in 1896. He first came to
Canada in 1912 and settled in
Saskatchewan. Art Hall returned
to England to "sign up" during the
Great War. He survived that
terrible conflict, and on January
18, 1919, he married Bessie
Goddard; she was born in
England in 1889. The young
couple then came to Canada and
settled in Rutland, near where his
brother, Jack Hall, had earlier
settled. Another brother, Harry
Hall, had come to the Central
Okanagan in late 1906, and took
up property in the Ellison District.

M

Mabel "Kupie" Hall

Art Hall farmed in Rutland and
later found work as a shipper for the Kelowna Growers Exchange
packing houses, in Rutland and Kelowna. He worked for the
Growers Exchange for no less than forty-one years.
Mabel attended elementary school in Rutland and Kamloops,
later finishing her education in Kelowna. It was while in school
that Mabel found a love for reading, a passion which she would
follow for the rest of her life.
Robert Michael "Bob" Hayes was born in Kelowna. He taught here for more than thirty years,
prior to his retirement. In his spare time, he works on his family tree, and researches and writes
about our local history.
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and his wife Jill (Orme). She is also survived by grandchildren
Stuart Kernaghan, Catherine Kernaghan Fry, Jordan Simpson,
Kelsey Simpson Koenig and Jeffrey Simpson, as well as great
grandchildren Payton Fry, James Fry and Kirby Koenig.
Joan was involved in various community organizations,
including the Kelowna General Hospital Auxiliary and was
instrumental in establishing Sunnyvale Centre, the first sheltered
workshop for the mentally handicapped in the Interior. She
dabbled in a variety of artistic endeavours, including painting,
sketching and needlework, though was always drawn outside to
the sunshine. When there was no sun in the Okanagan, she and
Horace headed to Hawaii or California.
Joan's great love was her garden and she created magical flower
arrangements for friends and various special occasions. She grew
so many varieties of corn, so many tomatoes, and so many
cabbages, that she could have — but didn't — set up her own
vegetable stand. Instead, summer's bounty of fruits and vegetables
were frozen or canned, jammed, or made into pies. She delighted
in surprising guests with peach pies in the middle of winter.
Joan had a wonderful collection of whimsical hats; she loved
an artfully arranged table, (which was always set on a white
damask cloth) and a well-orchestrated party. She surrounded
herself with beautiful things and always had a great sense of style
and propriety about appearance and behavior. In her home,
clocks could be set by the ritual of morning and afternoon coffee
where those visiting or working were always invited to join
around the white circular kitchen table to share both food and
stories. She was a loyal and good friend who learned as a child
that gossip was hurtful and should never be passed on, and that
unkind thoughts were better left unsaid.
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Mabel was involved in a number of local groups: Stagettes, the
Women's Auxiliary of St. Michael's Anglican Church/Cathedral
(Kelowna), and the local chapter of the l.O.D.E. She gave freely
of her time, and was well-known and respected in Kelowna.
One cannot think of Mabel Hall without the Kelowna Yacht
Club coming to mind. Encouraged by Darby Hayes (himself a
member of the Yacht Club) to join that organization, Mabel took
on the role of secretary in 1947, only a few years after the Yacht
Club was organized. She held the office of secretary for no less
than forty years. Mabel was a Life Member of the Yacht Club, and
each year the Mabel Hall Trophy is awarded to the club member
who has done exceptional work that year. The recipient of this
much-coveted trophy is carefully selected by the Board of
Directors. Mabel will long be remembered for her years of
dedication to the Kelowna Yacht Club.
In her spare time, Mabel loved to travel. She visited a number of
places: South America, Mexico, Europe and the Queen Charlotte
Islands. In the course of her travels, she even managed to learn a
bit of Spanish.
Eventually, due to mobility problems, Mabel had to leave her
beloved home and garden on Water Street, and move into the
Dorchester Residence in Kelowna. She was there for several years,
and was well-known to both staff and other residents. She was a
familiar figure in the dining room, always with a book close at
hand. Mabel was very interested in local history, and freely shared
her extensive knowledge with others.
Mabel Hall passed away quietly at Cottonwoods (Kelowna) on
the morning of November 22, 2009, at the age of eighty-nine
years. She was survived by her sister, Kay Conn and her family,
resident in the United States.
Mabel "Kupie" Hall had a long and interesting life. She lived
each moment to the fullest, anxious to squeeze out the last drop
of enjoyment from whatever she did. She had a positive attitude
towards life and all that it held for her.
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In 1924, Mabel's younger sister Kay was born. Ten years later,
the Hall family moved from Rutland to Kelowna, and settled on
Water Street. At that time, Mabel was enrolled in grade eight. Her
entry in the 1936 school annual indicated that Mabel's ambition
in life was to become a Metropolitan Opera singer.
For all of her life, Mabel was known as "Kupie," an alternate
spelling of Kewpie, the doll which was then very popular with
young girls. This nickname was bestowed upon her at birth,
apparently because she had a shock of hair that stood straight up
at the front, just like the doll.
Upon leaving school, Mabel found employment at the
Occidental Fruit Company in Kelowna. She worked in the office
of Leopold Hayes and his son Darby. She enjoyed working with
them, and was there for many years, eventually becoming Darby
Hayes' secretary. Mabel rode her bicycle or walked to work each
day from her home on Water Street.
For several years during World War II, Mabel lived and worked
in Ottawa. Many years later, she recalled with fondness her time
in that city, appreciating its historical significance.
Returning to Kelowna, Mabel resumed work with the
Occidental Fruit Company, where she remained until 1963, when
she found employment at Crown Forest Industries. It was there
that she first met Horace Simpson, and became his secretary. She
greatly admired the Simpson family, and appreciated all that they
have done for this community.
In 1985, Mabel retired, having worked for more than forty
years. She continued to live in the family home on Water Street.
Her father had died in 1976, and her mother in 1983 (aged
ninety-four years). Mabel would live almost the rest of her long
life in that home, which she had first occupied back in 1934.
Mabel had many hobbies. As well as being a voracious reader,
she loved to garden (her favourite vegetable was peas, and her
favourite flower was sweet peas), have a daily game or two of
solitaire, and pursue outdoor sports such as swimming and skiing.
She had no interest in swimming near the lake shore, but liked to
dive into the water where it was cold and deep. Mabel spent many
hours on Black Mountain, enjoying the opportunity to downhill
ski. She also enjoyed music, including country and western.
OHS
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move to Armstrong with their young sons Chandler, Noland and
Rawleigh and daughter Violet.
After living in their first farm on MacDonald road, then leasing
the Gus Schubert property, the Boss family purchased sixty-one
acres about four kilometres northeast of Armstrong on the road
to Enderby. Rawleigh like his brothers did his share of the farm
work. While in elementary school he discovered an affinity for
track and field, particularly high jumping.
"High jumping was just something that I was able to do. I had
a good leg spring. Once upon a time I cold stand and jump over a
four-foot two-inch barrier without running at it. I had potential."

Rawleigh Boss jumps 6 feet on July I", 1946, in Armstrong

High jump - Rawleigh Boss article [Photo courtesy of Shirley Campbell]

Rawleigh, as a sixteen year old, set an unofficial Canadian
record in high jump. At a meet in Vernon he competed in the
senior division, although still a juvenile, and jumped six feet one
inch to place second behind the Canadian senior champion. But
the jump did not make the record books since he had jumped in
the senior division.
In 1937 Rawleigh, in an effort to qualify for the British Empire
Games to be held in Australia, won the high jump at the British
196
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1918 to 2009

Adapted from an "Okanagan
Advertiser' article
Critchley, with credit to Shirley Campbell

by

Peter

e barely survived his
first year in Armstrong. He battled
whooping cough, measles,
bronchitis and pneumonia.
But John Rawleigh Boss, five
years old at the time,
survived to live a rich, full
life and helped to shape his
community in the process.

H

"You only live your life
once. I always figured I'd
sooner wear out than rust
out." said Rawleigh in Pull
Up A Chair — Memories of
Old-timers from
Armstrong
Spallumcheen
by author
Shirley Campbell in 2003.

John Rawleigh Boss

OM^fA $8^
Rawleigh Boss article
[Photo courtesy of Shirley Campbell]

Rawleigh, born in November 1918 on the Amherst Shore in
Nova Scotia near the New Brunswick border, travelled 3,000
miles across the country with his family to reach Armstrong on a
snowy October day in 1923.
Rawleigh's father William Charles Boss, the owner of a mixed
farm with a small sawmill on the Amherst Shore, first travelled to
Armstong in 1906 with his two brothers, his father and his sister
and her husband. William Charles spent three years in this small
community and accumulated some property.
In 1909 William Charles returned to Nova Scotia where he
married Flora Bella Beaton and started a family. He maintained
his Armstrong Spallumcheen properties and never forgot his
admiration for the area. In 1923 William and Flora were able to
OHS
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Rawleigh served in many organizations such as the Dairy
Improvement Association, the Armstrong Cheese Factory, the
Royal Canadian Legion, the Armstrong Rotary Club and the
Independent Order of Odd Fellows. He was on the Spallumcheen
Council and chaired the Court of Revision.
Rawleigh and the new Armstrong Public Health Nurse Lydia
Penner were married in Chilliwack on July 28, 1950. The
newlyweds lived in the Boss family farmhouse and the following
year they had their first son Roy. Their second son Gary was born
five years later. Lydia continued her career in public health and
Rawleigh and his mother looked after the children. During this
time Rawleigh and Lydia gradually became aware that their
younger son baby Gary had Down's Syndrome. This led Lydia to
approach the Armstrong Kinsmen to build a small school for
mentally-handicapped children, a project that eventually evolved
into the Kindale Development Association.
In March 1972 the Boss family sold the farm and Rawleigh for
the first time in decades was free to choose other work. He
decided to embark on a career in real estate, and in August
enrolled in a correspondence course to earn his real estate license.
He started working for the Armstrong branch of the Vernon Star
West real estate company in January of 1973 and continued in the
real estate business until the late 1990s. After his retirement, he
remained active in the community and continued to attend local
functions for the rest of his life.
Rawleigh Boss outlived his wife Lydia by six years, dying on
October 18, 2009 at the age of ninety.
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Columbia Championships and competed in a series of track
meets in Vancouver. He needed to compete in these sanctioned
meets to establish his credentials to jump in the trials for the
Empire Games.
One week before the trials Rawleigh jumped six feet four
inches at a meet in Vernon. But at the trials he jumped six feet to
place second — the winner only jumped two inches higher. "I was
up around the six foot mark" reported Rawleigh "when panic
took over. What if I win this and we don't have the money to send
me to Australia — it's going to be pretty embarrassing. Where
would I get the money back in the thirties? There just wasn't
money around. So I chickened out. It is sad looking back on it
now as I know that I'd have loved a trip to Australia."
Rawleigh was thirty-four in 1952 when he was asked to judge
the high jumping at the Jack Brown Meet in Kelowna. When he
arrived, he asked if he could compete rather than judge. He was
given permission and was the triumphed winner. It was the last
time that Rawleigh competed in a high jumping competition.
By this time Rawleigh had finished school and was working full
time on the family farm. The farm was primarily a large market
gardening operation on bottomland that produced bountiful crops.
The Boss family like other pioneering families, strongly
supported the Interior Provincial Exhibition. Rawleigh first
participated in the Fair as a Junior Farmer (later called 4-H)
member and the Boss family regularly entered classes of celery
and head lettuce along with vegetable displays. Rawleigh first
attended the Fair in 1924 and had perfect attendance up to and
including 2009, just seven weeks before he passed away.
The Boss family acquired three other parcels of land abutting
their farm and built up a dairy herd. Rawleigh handled the herd
and his brother Chandler fixed and maintained machinery on the
mixed farm, in addition to doing other farm chores.
But Rawleigh did not find being a herdsman that stimulating.
He liked being with people more than being with cows. So he
used to take night courses in different subjects just to keep his
mind active and to associate with people. Over the years
OHS
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Derek spent many of his formative years in Penticton. As a
young teen, he was one of Pete Loveridge's Sea Cadets and Wally
Mattock's bandsmen, as well as a choirboy at St. Saviour's
Anglican Church.
At 16, Derek left Penticton to work at the Douglas Lake Cattle
Ranch. Then he and Madeleine moved to Vancouver where, by
earning their room and board — household chores for his sister
and outside chores for Derek — they could live while completing
high school. The following year Mickey MacDougal, principal of
North Vancouver High School, invited Derek to live with his
family to attend school and to graduate. Derek's mother was
teaching in Lytton, BC at an Indian School. Derek graduated from
North Vancouver's high school in July 1941.
After a nine month youth training course preparing him to
work on aero engines and airframes as a tradesman, Derek was
posted to Edmonton for basic drill and uniforms, then to
Claresholm and later to No.4 bombing and gunnery school in
Fingal, Ontario. In April 1944, he was posted to 427 Bomber
Squadron in England to work on Halifax four-engine bombers.
In the latter part of WWII, Derek spent a year on the
India/Burma front as an aircraft mechanic and kicker in a
transport squadron. The job of a kicker was to kick out goods in
transport to starving Chinese armed forces that had been cut off
by the Japanese, while sitting on the edge of the plane with the
cargo door open. After the war, the squadron delivered food to
the starving people of Burma and South China.
Derek then returned to Penticton and there was reintroduced
to Jill Leir, a lively nursing student. A couple of years later, in May
1947, the two married and Derek fulfilled a lifelong dream of
becoming a fruit farmer. Derek and Jill first lived on Vaseux Lake
and looked after an orchard for Hugh Leir, Jill's father. Then, after
having studied for six months at UBC, Derek worked as a
foreman of the Oliver Ranch, which in its day was the largest fruit
ranch in the Okanagan; at times the ranch employed a crew of 50.
In the 1950s, there was a shortage of candidates for the
Anglican Church ministry. In 1953, Bishop Patrick Clarke asked
Derek to do a reading course which led to two years study at the
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THE REVEREND DEREK SALTER:
A TRIBUTE
By: Brian Salter
erek Sowerby Salter was born near Grouse Mountain in
North Vancouver in July 1922, to Richard Salter and the
former Elsie Louisa Hankinson. In 1924 Derek's father
died and in 1929 the family moved to Grand Forks, where his
mother taught in a one-room school with an enrolment of seven.
Derek, his older brother Ron and older sister Madeleine were
three of the seven students.

D

Rev. Derek Salter and brother-in-law Jim Leir at land dedication
ceremony at Okanagan College 2006. [Courtesy Jill Salter]
Brian Salter is one of Derek and Jill's sons. He and his family live in Summerland, where Brian is
an English teacher and a teacher-librarian at the Summerland High School. He always took great
delight in hearing his dad tell stories about his full and varied life.
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and all visitors. At his 80th
birthday party, he was asked if
he would consider taking it
easy. He replied, "Well, I am
thinking of early retirement."
At the age of 85, Derek and
younger friend Don Friesen
built
an
experimental
waterwheel
to
develop
electricity from water power.
At the age of 86, Derek
passed away due to heart
failure, partly as a result of
rheumatic fever he experienced during WWII. He is
survived by Jill, his wife of 61
years; sister Madelaine Mary
Salter, SSJD; daughter Nita
and her husband Howie
Richardson (Robin and Tony);
daughter Robyn Salter and her
partner Steve Gard (Norah,
Zander, Jasmine); son David
and his wife Karen

Salter

Rev. Derek Salter in period top hat and suit
following OHS Oliver Kiosk ceremony at which
he officiated in 1997. [Elizabeth Bork].

(Jaclyn, Amy); son Brian and
his wife Sue Salter (Jessie, Nellie, Clara); daughter Nicola and her
husband John Shanks (Chris, Andy, Robyn); and two greatgrandchildren (Norah's daughters, Emily-Jane, Kaitlynn).
On January 20th, 2010 Jill Salter was presented with the RCAF
Memorial Cross, an honour given to surviving family members of
deceased WWII veterans to recognize their service and sacrifices
during the war.

Reference:
Snyder, David B. J., ed. [2008]. "Penticton Remembers: 42 Veterans' Stories from the South
Okanagan". Penticton: Okanagan Archive Trust Society.
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Anglican Theological College in Vancouver, after which he was
sent as a lay reader to the Chase/Sorrento Area. In 1954, he was
appointed Deacon; in 1955, Derek was ordained. As an Anglican
Priest, Derek spent his entire ministry as a country minister.
"Believe what you say, work hard and love people" were his
guiding principles as a working priest. Educating student
ministers for working life in rural communities was Derek's
vocation. Rev. Derek Salter was a charter member of The
Anglican Church's 'Lay Training Centre' at Sorrento, BC. This
ministry led him to Watrous, Saskatchewan from 1962-67, to
manage a rural resource leader centre. In 1967, the Salters were
off to Britain to William Temple College, near Rugby, where
Derek studied theology.
Following a one year posting back in Saskatchewan, Derek and
Jill spent nine years in Keremeos, where Derek was the
ecumenical Anglican and United Church minister.
The Salters returned to the South Okanagan in the late 1970s.
Derek and Jill purchased acreage from the Hugh Leir Estates and
settled into the delightful labours of building a home in
Okanagan Falls. They called their home Lime Springs because of
the lime deposits and a spring-fed stream on the ten acre property
below Waterman Hill.
Derek's church duties were a
shared ministry with the United
CCr)prp]( a t 8n*
Church
between
Keremeos, (t
,.
, .' 1 .
Naramata, Osoyoos, Hedley and
Well, I a m t h i n k i n g
sometimes Princeton. He also o f e a r l y r e t i r e m e n t "
worked in a variety of roles with the
^^^^mmmmmmmmmmmmmm^^^^^
Anglican Church in Okanagan Falls
and as padre with Penticton Branch No. 40 of the Royal Canadian
Legion and the Okanagan Falls Legion. Through his work with
the Hugh Leir Estate, he helped to arrange contributions of land
to the Nature Trust of Canada. He is also recognized for his role
in re-seeding hills near Lime Springs with native plants through
the Okanagan Similkameen Stewardship Program.
Derek and Jill built a passive solar home at Lime Springs and
developed a fish hatchery business. Derek was eager to share the
beauty of Lime Springs with all who came to fish in the ponds
OHS
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At least one newspaper clipping and a school rag or two point
toward Dorothy's creative nature. She was involved in local
theatre productions on occasion and perhaps would have been
good on stage as an adult. Young women in the 1930's and 40's
tended to be raised for the pursuit of home and family, and
Dorothy's desire to pursue a stage career was torpedoed as soon
as it became known. Her parents would provide assistance for
professional career training, but theatre was out.
In 1941 Dorothy went to Vancouver to start a stenographer
course at Pitman Business College. The small town girl arrived in
the bright lights in a time of war and a nation on the move. From
Saturday night dances at the village hall to the theatres, cinemas
and street cars, she absorbed the sights, sounds and smells of her
surroundings and recorded them all in letters home to her
parents. Those letters would find their way into print in her third
and final book "the Farmer's Daughter", some 60 years later. In
the introduction to the book she writes, "This little story consists
mainly of letters I wrote home when I left Keremeos and went to
Vancouver to take a business course in 1941-42. At this time
World War II was in full swing, affecting the entire world."
She continues, "I had never been to a city; in fact, I had hardly
ever been away from the far, and was the original "Farmer's
Daughter". Vancouver, at this time, was bursting at the seams
with Army camps and people flocking in to work in the aircraft
factories and shipyards. The letters turned out to be an almost
blow-by-blow account of what I'd been doing, and they are lively,
colourful descriptions of my life in the City. And my mother
managed to save almost every one of them."
Dorothy went on to work in her new capacity at the Keremeos
Packing House, Co-operative Growers Packing House in
Penticton, and finally for the Granby Mining Company at Copper
Mountain, near Princeton. She had applied to join the RCN in
early 1945, but was thanked for her application and refused as the
war was nearing its end.
In 1946 Dorothy married Lorenzo Smuin, A CPR engineer
from Penticton and acquired an instant family: 15 year old RenLynn and 13 year old Maureen. Lorenzo (Ren) had been widowed
several years previously.
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A TRIBUTE TO
DOROTHY ALMA (SORGE) SMUIN,

1918 — 2009
By Lyle Smuin
yle and his wife Sharon currently reside in Penticton. They
have one grown son who lives in Victoria. Lyle enjoys
photography, reading, music and flying R/C gliders.

L

Her birth certificate reads "Dorothy Alma Sorge, born August
1st, 1918" at Keremeos, B.C. The document is unremarkable
until one gets to the line "Registered at". Fairview. B.C. was
evidently in full swing on the 11th of September 1918, for that is
the place and time where her earthly record begins. Fairview had
its time and has left with hardly a trace save for a few holes in the
ground and the odd decaying artefact. Dorothy, too, has passed
and left a void, but more importantly, left a mark on her
community and her family.
A scrutiny of Dorothy's school books shows a normal, talented
and bright child growing up with the usual musings and secret
crushes one would expect. She was an "A" student who walked
two miles each way for school in a time when buses weren't even
imagined. Discipline was strict in the Sorge home and Dorothy,
her two older sisters, Ruth and Mary, the eldest, were expected
home on time, every time.
In a world of pioneers forging a community, all souls were
expected to pull their weight and so Dorothy and her two sisters
learned the arts of darning socks, sewing, cooking and
housekeeping. They also learned to feed chickens, horses, the
cow, and work in the orchard and gardens. While her sisters made
quick work of weeding the garden rows, Dorothy lagged behind.
She being more creative/intuitive, was distracted by the longing
for things more ethereal.
Lyle Smuin was born on 21st April 1955, the youngest of 4 brothers. He has worked in the
Automotive Service Industry at both retail and wholesale levels and after retraining is now selfemployed as a Finishing Carpenter.
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BECAUSE OF HER WILLINGNESS TO SHARE
Written by James Murray
Reprinted with permission of the Salmon Arm Observer

Mary-Iou Tapson Jones

ary Louise Woods grew up in the 1920s on a 94 acre bush
farm four miles across open water from North Canoe - in
an era without electricity or running water, where roads
were seasonal, and summer days were spent chasing butterflies
and looking for familiar shapes in the clouds that drifted bywhen evenings were spent reading books that allowed her
imagination to run free and her mind to drift away, like the
clouds, to the most wondrous of places.

M
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After the war ended the railroad business in Penticton began to
slump and Ren would have had to move to Cranbrook to hold a
steady job. Not wishing to leave Penticton, Ren quit the CPR and
purchased an orchard on the bench land south-east of Penticton.
The couple resided there for 27 years where they raised their own
children, Joe, Ron, Gerry and Lyle.
Dorothy's life included little in the way of adventure in the
sense of going off to see the world or fighting the Nazi
juggernaut. Life conditions didn't allow her to see much of the
world at all, with the exception of a trip to Hawaii and a cruise to
Alaska in her later years. Still she was interested in and aware of
the world's events. Her family and friends knew her to state her
mind without regard to political correctness. She tolerated no
self-pity from any quarter, but was the first on the scene if a friend
or neighbour was in need.
In 1974 the orchard was sold and a house was purchased in
town, close enough to the Penticton Museum for Dorothy to walk
to her job as Curator's assistant under Joe Harris. The years from
1974 to 1983, the "Museum years", were the happiest years of her
life. Church work was a large part of her life from the time she
married Ren, until she became unable to carry on in the last few
years of her life. Her retirement years were full of activities, but
writing was her passion in the last 15 of them. The Okanagan
Symphony Supporters, as well as the Okanagan Historical Society
were important to her especially after Ren began his descent into
Alzheimers in the late 1980's. Ren was placed in the Penticton
Retirement Centre by 1988 and passed in 1996.
Penticton has lost a small part of its roots with the passing of
Dorothy. She blazed no starry trail across the sky, but she
contributed a quiet understanding of the essence of life and the
importance of individual contribution to family and community.
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she was a fourth generation botanist and gardener ... I guess she
just couldn't help herself."
Mary Lou Tapson-Jones was the author of Perilous Charmers Poisonous Plants of the Pacific Northwest. "People today do not
have parents or grandparents with the knowledge of generations
of the tried and true use of both wild and domesticated plants ...
people are thus more susceptible to poisoning themselves and
others." wrote Tapson-Jones. According to the jackets notes, her
book "broadened the horizons of thousands concerning the plant
life around them - its beauties, its value, and, in the case of this
book, its dark side."
There were a number of different sides to Tapson-Jones herself.
Marg Shand, a long-time
friend, who is also a writer
and photographer, as well as
a cartoonist, says that "Mary
Lou had a tremendous sense
of humour. I think that's
what made us friends - even
at the end she could make
me laugh. One day we were
talking about clothes and
Mary Lou said that the hat
and the coat do all the work,
but the vest gets all the
gravy. She had so many of
those little sayings. She was
also a wonderful storyteller. I
loved listening to her stories
about growing up on the
farm."
In an article Tapson-Jones
wrote for the 55 th Annual
Report of the Okanagan
Historical Society, entitled
Memories of Shuswap Lake
Farm, she recalls how "when
we were young children, we
2 0 8 OHS
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MARY LOUISE WOODS

As a child, Mary Louise grew up in the hardest of times and the
most idyllic of times. She was a child of nature. In later years, she
would become one of the Shuswap's greatest lovers of nature.
The Mary Lou Tapson-Jones that I came to know over the last
15 years since my arrival in the Shuswap - the grey haired,
friendly, always smiling, somewhat elderly Mary Lou TapsonJones, was not only an avid gardener, a botanist, a writer, a
photographer, an historian, and a tremendous source of
information on any number of subjects, she was also someone I
came to respect. I suppose in part because of her knowledge, but
more so, I think, because of her willingness to share that
knowledge. I cannot help but wonder how many people's lives
were affected in some way by that grey haired, somewhat elderly,
gardener-botanist-writer-photographer-historian.
Joyce Dorey, a well
known and respected local
wildlife artist, best known
perhaps for her paintings
of flowers, was a friend of
Tapson-Jones for many
years. "She took me under
her wing at a time when I
needed
not
only
friendship and someone to
talk
to,
but
also
encouragement
as
an
artist. She gave me all of
those. We would often go
for rides out into the
wilderness. She introduced me to and showed
Mary-Lou Tapson Jones doing her
me her wilderness - her
wildlife photography
country. She inspired me
to paint nature. She taught me how to see the beauty in nature."
Friend and one time coworker Cilia Budda, who shared a
passion for gardening with Tapson-Jones, recalls how- when
Tapson-Jones would come over to her house- she would say "here
comes the garden inspector." "Mary Lou was a friend. She would
always listen to you. But she always had to critique your garden OHS
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TRIBUTE: WILLIAM JOHN WHITEHEAD

(1918-2009)
By Robert S. Cowan
illiam John Whitehead was born on January 2, 1918 to
Frank and Lil Whitehead at Regina , Saskatchewan. He
grew up in southwest Saskatchewan on a farm a few
miles east of the Great Sand Hills. The nearest town was
Tompkins, 22 miles away "By the time I was fourteen, I had
finished all available schooling and went into full time farm and
ranch work. This was during the era of the "Dirty Thirties" and
so I experienced not only the depression, but also several years of
drought (1) ." In 1935, Bill worked for Luke Dyer trailing horses
through Saskatchewan and Alberta selling and trading to farmers:
"The experience gained while travelling with him served me well
in later years, when I became involved in the Secondhand and
Auctioneering businesses." (*)

W

Moving west in the spring of 1936 with a friend, he arrived in
Vernon by bus. He worked near Lumby and then Cherryville. By
that fall his parents had sold everything in Saskatchewan and
moved to the Hullcar area near Armstrong. Bill worked for
farmers in the Hullcar and Lansdowne area for the next few years
until he moved to Kelowna and went to work for Paddy Cameron
on the Guisachan Dairy: "By Christmas I had the top job,
delivering the milk on the Guisachan Dairy route and receiving
thirty-five dollars a month. This was so good that I got married;
whereupon I was given a small house to live, our milk and
potatoes and sixty dollars a month!" (2). His bride was Cora
Andrews (1915-1985). Children soon followed: Eleanor Fay in
1941 and Frank Barter in 1947.
For the first four years of Fay's life "...my dad was this fellow in
a picture frame wearing a uniform and a 'Scotty hat'. I didn't meet
him until he returned from the War in England in 1945...two
Robert S. Cowan is Enderby Branch editor, life member and treasurer of the OHS.
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used to borrow books from the Victoria Lending Library, post free
both ways because we were over four miles from any library. It
was a marvelous library with catalogues of all sorts of subjects to
choose from ... many a winter's evening was spent around the big
front room table with its Aladdin lamp suspended above, each of
us with a book, lost in another world."
Mary Lou Tapson-Jones departed this world on April 6 of this
year, 2009. I'm told that some of her plants continue to grow in a
fair number of her friends' gardens.
The knowledge that she shared with so many will, I'm sure,
continue to nurture the passion that we who met Mary Lou
Tapson-Jones have for her wilderness - for her Shuswap."

Robert, Louise & Mary-Lou, Bob Woods, circa 1933
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The very beginnings of the group in England which stressed the
need to help the many orphans who roamed the city streets by
providing shelter and food struck him as responsible and
important even if other folks labeled these men Odd Fellows. As
he made clear in his essay on the Coronation Lodge #48
(Armstrong), many of the early activities of the Oddfellows have
been taken over the welfare state, but still the idea of service to
your fellow man was central. After he and Cora moved to
Armstrong in 1976, he became active in the Coronation Lodge. It
was from here that he was elected in 1984 to the position of
Grand Master of the Jurisdiction of British Columbia. Only two
other members in the history of the Coronation Lodge, which
started in 1902, have had such an honour.
In his retirement he continued to do auctions for Valley Auction
and he bought and sold small items on the side and at Flea Markets.
He was a consummate salesman. Once when a lady had viewed a
matching set of china cups and declared them too expensive at $10
each, he waited until she returned and told her he'd give her a deal:
two for $20. She was thrilled and purchased them.
I purchased my first OHS book from Bill at the Interior
Provincial Exhibition in the mid-1970s. How could you say 'no'
to Bill with his steel like gaze and gravelly voice? He was by far
the best OHS book salesman in ArmstrongYEnderby. Every year
when the book came out, he would gather up copies and travel
what he called his trap line selling books to friends in Armstrong
and Spallumcheen. For years Armstrong\Enderby would outsell
bigger centres like Vernon, Penticton and Kelowna. Much of that
success can be attributed to Bill.
In 1985, Cora died. Bill began a new relationship with
Wihelmine (Minnie) Lydia Johnson (1915-2006), his constant
companion in his later years.
It was in these later years that Bill wrote extensively on local
history for the annual reports of the OHS. Many of the articles
were personal experiences, some quoted above. Many were on
subjects that he felt were important to record such as the History
of the Seventh-Day Adventist Church in the Okanagan Valley or
the Saga of Robert Wood, one of the founders of both Armstrong
and Greenwood. In this latter article, it is clear that Bill travelled
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weeks later I had asked my Aunt when that 'man' was going
back."( 3 ) Bill had originally joined up with the local militia of D
Company, 2nd Battalion Rocky Mountain Rangers commanded
by his boss, Paddy Cameron. He was called up for active service
in 1941 and served with the Canadian Scottish Regiment. At the
time of D-day, he was "...in charge of a section of men, working
with the Imperial War Graves Commission, preparing and
maintaining the Canadian Section in the Necropilis Cemetery
near Brookwood, Surrey." (4)
After his discharge, he returned to Kelowna. In 1947, he began
working for Fred Crowe and his auction house. At first, he was
the clerk and cashier, but before long, he was managing the
business when Fred went to the coast on buying trips. "After
about three years, I undertook to do some of the sales by auction
and was soon doing most of it."(5) He watched Fred in action
including "on occasion, when attempting to get a starting bid on
a piece of china or glassware and the bid offered might be
ridiculous, he might even throw the piece to the ground and
break it, rather than accept the offer."(5)
After he left the store in 1958, he developed a janitor business
in Kelowna. It was while cleaning Dorothy Zoellner's father's drug
store that he learned about the Okanagan Historical Society and
became a member. More than once he has said to me, "Don't
worry Bob, I got my start in the janitor business." And I always
said, "Bill, I not only got my start there, but I'll finish there as
well." The janitor business was not his favorite activity and soon
he had opened a second hand store in Rutland. He did
auctioneering for Valley Auctions in Spallumcheen and Dome
Auctions in Rutland.
During the early 1950s, "he and my mother became involved
in the First Baptist Church in Kelowna. He felt that since he was
sending his kids to Sunday School, maybe he should be going
also. Dad became a lay-preacher, serving in the Peachland Baptist
Church for a few years, and the Okanagan Baptist Association. In
later life, Dad came to realize just what he believed and felt it was
more important to do the service and not just talk about it." (3)
It was this notion of service to others that prompted Bill to join
the Orchard City #59 Independent Order of Oddfellows in 1954.
OHS
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ERIC GORDON JENNENS
January 11,1923 — March 13. 2010
by Ray and Ann Bostock

Gordon and Sylvia Jennens, 1956

hen I was a youngster growing up in Kelowna, my Dad
told me about an amazing six-year-old boy. Dad was
then working on a house being built on the lakeshore.
The year was 1929. He told me that this young fellow came to
him wanting some nails. When Dad asked him how many he
wished to have, the little boy cupped his hand to show how many
he needed. Dad asked him what he was going to use the nails for,
and six-year old Gordon Jennens replied, "To build a birdhouse."
Evidently, young Gordy built birdhouses and sold them for thirtyfive cents each. This was the beginning of a great craftsman.

W

I first met Gordy when I was about ten years old. He and my
brother, Ken, were good friends and built model airplanes together.
Ray Bostock was born in Kelowna in 1927, and Ann came to the city in 1944. They have been
friends with Gordon Jennens for many years. Gordon taught Ray how to install the decking on the
racing shells, and, as a result, he spent many evenings working with Gordy. Ray also competed in
many single rowing events in his Jen-Craft racing shell, which was constructed by Gordon.
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to Greenwood and interviewed anyone who might yet have a
memory of Robert Wood. His historical writings for the annual
report rival such prolific authors as Ivan Philips of Summerland
or Erick Sismey of Penticton.
He also took an abiding interest in the preservation of the
historic Lansdowne Cemetery in Spallumcheen. It was here that
all the early pioneers of Armstrong, Enderby and Spallumcheen
were buried. He felt it was a shame that it had fallen into
disrepair. For many years at
every
ArmstrongXEnderby
OHS Branch meeting, he
would rise and ask what was
being done about the Lansdowne Cemetery. Invariably
silence. Finally, at one meeting I stood up and made a
motion to put Bill in charge of
a committee to oversee the
improvement of the cemetery.
Having a very quick mind
(was it years as an auctioneer?), he said he would, but
only if I would serve on the
committee as well. How could
I say 'no' to Bill Whitehead?

William J. Whitehead, Grand Master, IOOF, 1984
[courtesy Fay Atkins]

He died on May 15, 2009.
Armstrong,
Spallumcheen,
Kelowna, the Oddfellows and
the
Okanagan
Historical
Society will truly miss Bill
Whitehead.

Footnotes:
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

OHS # 6 6 , p. 11
OHS # 6 6 , p.14
Unpublished funeral oration
OHS # 67, p. 27
OHS # 65, p. 79
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Jen-Craft constructed more than 2,000 oars, a portion of which
went to the Royal Canadian Navy.
There were also other government contracts that Gordon
obtained. One contract was for "pike poles" — a tapered pole,
approximately twelve feet in length. In the construction of these
poles they had to have a natural taper from about one inch to two
inches over the twelve foot length. To do this by hand would be
very time consuming. One day, when I went to see Gordy at the
shop, he showed me the machine that he had designed to do the
necessary tapering. When a twelve foot 2" x 2" was fed into the
machine, the blades were designed to automatically taper the pole!
One other government contract, if I remember correctly, was
for "marker buoys" in the ocean. After he received the contract
and read the small print, he discovered that he had to use
"saplings" for this project. It was the middle of winter! Gordy
hired Curly Jessop to head into the woods, and the problem was
solved! Gordon designed and built collapsible forms that were
used in the construction of the Okanagan Lake Bridge in 1958.
He also manufactured Glue-Lam Beams for a number of years. We
used some of his thirty-foot beams for our carport in 1965. We
had a fir tree snap off in a windstorm and land on this roof, and
the contractor who repaired the damage was amazed that the
beams were totally undamaged.
One of Gordon's greatest achievements was the building of his
authentic replica Viking ship. When Gordy was in Helsinki for
the Olympic Games, he became fascinated with the Viking ships
he saw on display. On the condition that his ship would be an
accurate replica, Gordy received all the information needed to
proceed from the head of archeological research on Viking ships
at the University of Oslo.
It took four and a half years to complete this building task. The
whole family — his wife Sylvia and his children, Julie, Susan, Rick
and Terry — were involved. White oak trees were felled in
California, Ontario and Southern Vancouver Island. None of the
planks went through a mill. They were all split by hand, seasoned
by burying in wet sand on the beach, and then boiled for thirty
days and nights at a location that Gordy had set up at the northwest side of Okanagan Lake Bridge. During their timber searches,
they also looked for tree limbs with natural crooks in order to
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Gordon Jennens graduated as an Aeronautical Engineer in
California in 1941, where he learned how to fly an airplane. He
worked for Boeing Aircraft in Vancouver and Canadian Pacific
Airlines for two years. He then joined the Air Force and obtained
the rank of Flight Engineer. Upon discharge, he joined the Royal
Naval Fleet Air Arm as a pilot. Gordon met Sylvia while he was
in England. They were married in Kelowna in 1946.
Gordon's first knowledge of the construction of racing shells
was the repair work he did for the Kelowna Rowing Club. One
day, while doing this repair work, Gordon Finch suggest to Gordy
Jennens that, as no racing shells were at that time produced in
Canada, it might be a possible venture for Gordy to consider. In
the fall of 1947, with no financial backing and very little
equipment, he started to construct his first shell. This was a
single racing shell, and due to lack of accommodation, it took
him six months to complete it. (I eventually owned this original
Jen-Craft product!)
Gordon built two cabin cruisers and several war canoes, and
then took on contracts to build five
arena floors in the interior of B.C. This was in order to raise
some capital to start Jen-Craft, Canada's Racing Shell Company.
Gordy was able to construct much of the necessary intricate
machinery that was not available on the market. Jen-Craft shells
varied in size from the large eight-oared shell, which is sixty-one
feet long, two feet wide and weighs 260 pounds — to the fragile
single, which is twenty-six feet long, eleven inches wide and
weighs twenty-six pounds. Though the intricate parts used in the
construction of the shells became fewer, there were still
approximately 1,000 pieces in an eight-oared shell, all of which
were manufactured by Jen-Craft.
Jen-Craft supplied shells for rowing clubs throughout Canada,
and also constructed them for clubs in Philadelphia, New York,
Norwich, San Diego, Detroit, Minneapolis and Maryland. The
reputation of Jen-Craft shells spread throughout rowing clubs,
not only in North America, but also as far south as Peru and
Venezuela. Gordon Jennens received the order for the Canadian
shells to be used at the Olympic Games in 1952. He was also
appointed Boatman, and flew to Helsinki, where he was
responsible for the maintenance of the Canadian shells. In 1953,
OHS
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<§E^ INDICATES MEMBER OF THE SOCIETY
ftlififc ALLEN, Jessie Alger (nee South), (b. Enderby, BC, October 8, 1914; d. Penticton, June 25,
2009). Survived by son Herb; daughters Frances Simpson and Diana Birnie. Predeceased by husband Bill. Jessie took a BA at U.B.C., then an Education degree and took
up teaching at Allengrove in 1936, where she met and married Bill Allen, a rancher in
the area. Jessie taught in many other B.C. towns, the last being Keremeos. In 1973 Jessie
moved to Kaleden, where she became active in community organizations, namely the
Community Concerts, Red Cross, the Bursary Committee and the Okanagan Historical
Society's Penticton Branch.
<JgE> ANDREWS, Charles Frederick, (b. Enderby, April 3, 1919; d. Vancouver, June 24, 2009)
Survived by daughter Beverley Andrews. Charlie grew up in Enderby and served
overseas with the Forestry Corps before becoming a pilot with the RAF and the RCAE
He worked for the City of Vancouver Parks Board and on many construction projects
as a member of the Operating Engineers.
ANDREWS, Dick, (b. Armstrong, March 12, 1914; d. Kelowna, January 1, 2010). Survived by wife
Nora, and children Collene Lloyd and Richard (Katy). Dick lived most of his life in
Kelowna. He served with the Canadian Scottish Regiment during WW II. He was
injured in France, and recovered in Britain and later in Vancouver, where he met his
bride to be. They settled in Rutland in 1946 and moved to Kelowna in 1959.
ANTON, Jacob, (b. near Maple Creek, SK, October 8, 1911; d. Kelowna, November 10, 2009).
Predeceased by wife Margaret, son Stanley Anton, and daughter Eileen Appel. Survived
by daughters Linda Anton (Rick Horsley) and Antonia (Ed) Gardner. Jacob came to
Kelowna about 1933. It is believed that Jacob was the longest surviving orchardist from
the Rutland Community.
ATEN, Bruce, (b. Ttsdale, SK, Feb. 18, 1918; d. Salmon Arm, April 17, 2009). Survived by
daughters, Edwina (John) Kurta, Mary (Clarence) Rollier; sons Jerry and Bill. Came to
Salmon Arm in 1924. Was active in several dairy associations, 4-H club leadership, the
Salmon Arm Fall Fair Assoc. Pre-deceased by first wife Edna (Stoner).
< 2 2 > BARKWILL, Berolyn Louise (nee Atkinson), (b. Summerland, B.C., June 8, 1919; d.
Penticton, January 5, 2009). Survived by sons Robin Wyndham and Jack, Richard and
Gray Barkwill; daughters Kathleen Aten, Nancy Hunka and Joan Skeet. Predeceased by
husband Bill in 2008. Berol was raised in Summerland, graduated from St. Joseph's
Hospital School of Nursing in Victoria in 1944 and worked at St. Martin's Hospital in
Oliver. In 1948 she married Bill Barkwill and took up residence near the Barkwill
Cannery in Summerland.
BEDFORD, Nina (nee Mobley), (b. Salmon Arm, May 19, 1917, d. Salmon Arm, April 1). Survived
by husband Victor; daughters Barbara (Michael) Dagneau and Melanie (Bob) Ashton.
Daughter of Laura and Charles Mobley, pioneers of Tappen and Sunnybrae.
BENT, Florence T. (nee Parmley), (b. Penticton, BC, April 20, 1912; d. Penticton, April 22, 2009)
Survived by daughters Marilyn and Lanny. Predeceased by husband Alan. Florence
lived her entire life in Penticton, was a member of the Penticton Golf Club and for
many years, was a volunteer at the Public Health Unit. She is a daughter of the Parmley
family, early Penticton pioneers.
<8ffE» BIOLLO, Joseph, (b. Winnipeg, MB, July 31, 1909; d. Penticton, March 30, 2009) Survived
by sons Harold and Fred. Predeceased by wife Sine in 1997. Joe came to Penticton in
1912 where he was employed by Okanagan Telephone and BC Tel for 42 years, working
in Penticton, Summerland and Revelstoke. He was a WWII veteran. Joe was an active
member of the Okanagan Historical Society, for many years overseeing the OHS
publications for Penticton Branch.
BLONK, Huberta Elisabeth Maria (nee von der Ropp), (b. Latvia May 25, 1925; d.Oliver, April 13,
2009). Caregiver to first white woman resident of Similkameen valley, Mrs. Tweddle.
Huberta enjoyed a 50-year marriage to husband Arthur in Oliver, with four children
born in old St. Martin's Hospital.
2 1 8 OHS

ERIC GORDON JENNENS

construct the ribs and frame. It took several years to find the right
crooks for the carving of the decorative head and tail. Spruce
roots, for lashing the planks below the waterline to the ribs, were
obtained with the help of Horace Simpson and Crown Zellerbach.
After 23,000 man-hours, work on this totally authentic replica
was completed by the summer of 1971. The ship weighed
fourteen tonnes, had twenty-four oars, shields and equipment, as
used by the Vikings. The ship was displayed in twenty-six
shopping centres on its way to Vancouver, and then was shipped
to Coos Bay, Oregon, and transported to Norway on the ship
Hoegh Miranda. It was launched on its maiden voyage in Fana
Fjord, Norway, complete with a christening of ox-blood. Between
June and September 1971, the family, along with the crew, sailed
the North Sea and the Thames River. At the conclusion of this
sailing they returned home with great plans for the next season.
Unfortunately, an accident in Nanaimo prevented any further
adventures. Stevedores used the wrong cable to lift the ship from
the freighter and it crashed to the ground. What a great
disappointment for the family!
Nothing ever stopped Gordon's brain from designing new
inventions! He spent a number of years working on a submersible
amphibious machine, but was thwarted by the United States
military. His next project was to design a floating tunnel to be
placed across Okanagan Lake, to replace the old bridge. Although
there was a great deal of interest, this did not receive the approval
of the B. C. Government.
There were two words missing from Gordon's vocabulary:
"cannot" and "impossible"!
Gordon's wife, Sylvia, was the pillar of strength behind all of
his projects. They raised a very close and loving family.
We have had the pleasure of knowing Gordon and Sylvia for
very many years. Over the last decade we have been fortunate to
visit more often and enjoy Gordy's great smile and sense of
humour. Every Boxing Day they would visit, and Gordon would
sit with a bowl of walnuts and a nut-cracker, and eating like a
squirrel, would regale us all with his many tales! Our children
and grandchildren have very fond memories of Gordon Jennens.
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DROUGHT, Brian Fraser, (b. Westbank, January 2, 1929; d. West Kelowna, August 16, 2009).
Survived by his children. Brian was born in Westbank, and the old Drought homestead
still sits on the corner of Drought Road. He was a Pipeline Inspector in Alberta for many
years before retiring to West Kelowna, and was a passionate photographer.
ERHARDT, Leonard Earl, (b. Kerrobert, SK, March 15, 1935; d. Kelowna, May 3, 2009). Survived
by the mother of his children, Rita Erhardt, daughter Twyla McPherson (Bob), and son
Glen Erhardt. Len lived almost all of his life in Kelowna. His main career was Len's Auto
Towing and Capital Repair. He enjoyed his own hand crafted speedboat, camping and
waterskiing, as well as snowmobiling, fishing and ATVing.
EVANS, Constance Loretta (Connie), (b. Kelowna, October 24, 1937; d. Kelowna, January 10,
2010). Survived by daughters Melanie and Tracy (Greg), and son Scott (Nicole).
Predeceased by parents Lu Gates and Johnny Evans, both of East Kelowna.
FAVELL, Mary Barbara (nee Ackermann), (b. Major, SK, August 29, 1927; d. Kelowna, March 25,
2010). Predeceased by husband Cecil, and son-in-law Chris Ewen. Survived by
daughter Glory Ewen and sons Don (Joyce), Rick (Judy) and Dave (Lori). Mary moved
to Kelowna as a two year old and spent her entire life here. She was a member of the
Royal Purple for fifty-six years.
FAVELL, Wilfred Duncan, (b. Salmon Arm, Oct. 19, 1935; d. Salmon Arm, Mar. 8, 2009). Survived
by daughter Darlene and son Robert.
FEAZEL, Monty, (b. Ballymena, Northern Ireland, May 27, 1943; d. Vancouver, December 29,
2009) Survived by his wife Patricia and his daughters Celine Feazel-Crema and Cara
Feazel-Wang. After immigrating from Ireland to Canada in 1967, Monty taught school
in Armstrong, Grindrod and Enderby for a total of thirty-eight years. Monty and his
family lived in Armstrong where he was active in the Kinsman Club. Remarkably,
Monty commuted by bicycle from Armstrong to Enderby in all kinds of weather
(except for ice and snow) for over twenty years.
FORD, Gerard RW. (Dick) (b. Kelowna, 1913; d. Penticton, February 18, 2010). Predeceased by
wife Barbara (Middlemas). Survived by son Donald Ford and daughter Susan (Peter)
Kruse. Dick grew up on his parent's orchard in Okanagan Mission, and served in WW
II in the Canadian Scottish Regiment. He worked as an orchardist and carpenter, and
then was employed as a timber cruiser for Simpson Sawmill/Crown Zellerbach. Dick
lived in Kelowna until 2002, when he moved to Summerland.
FULLER, Lenore Doris (nee Favell), (b. Salmon Arm, Mar. 14, 1943; d. Salmon Arm, Feb. 23,
2009). Survived by Debbie Myers, Mickey Fuller, Duane Fuller, Brian (Monique) Fuller,
Deanna (Kevin) Gooden, Rod (Kim) Fuller, and Randy Fuller. Was active in
community.
GLOUX, Stella Mary (nee Bornais), (b. Kelowna, November 5, 1919; d. February 12, 2010).
Survived by husband Andre Gloux, daughter Josephine Patricia Stewart and son Ernest.
Stella was the daughter of Ellison pioneers Alcide and Josephine (Chretien) Bornais,
and grew up in the Okanagan before settling in Vancouver. She kept very close ties to
Kelowna and her many friends and relatives in the area.
GRAVES, Herbert "Herb" Edwin (b. Osoyoos, October 8, 1918; d. Armstrong, June 8, 2009).
Predeceased by his wife Nellie (nee Romak) in 2006. Survived by his daughter Barbara
Ulevog and son Ken. Most of Herb's life was spent on the family farm in Armstrong. He
worked in the forest industry, and then for Armstrong Sawmills. Herb was active in the
Vegetable Division of the Interior Provincial Exhibition. He reveled in his musical
talents and activities by playing saxophone, clarinet and singing. Herb played with
many local bands, including the "Graves Dance Band" and the "Good Company".
HALL, Jean Margaret, (b. January 19, 1918; d. Kelowna, October 1, 2009). Predeceased by
husband Dick. Jean came to Kelowna in 1940, and was a nurse for many years, retiring
in 1976. Jean and Dick operated Hall's Store in Okanagan Mission. She was active in St.
Andrew's Anglican Church.
HALL, Mabel (Kupie) Verna. See Tribute Page 192
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(yjjgy BOSS, John Rawleigh, (b. Amherst Shore, Nova Scotia, November 6, 1918; d. Vernon,
October 18, 2009). See Tribute on Page 195
BROWN, Bruce, (b. Kelowna, 1931; d. Summerland, March 26, 2010). Predeceased by first wife
Ida. Survived by second wife Doreen, children Robert (Joan), Doug (Larry) and Ken
(Marni). Bruce retired from the Navy in 1969, and was also in the helicopter industry.
BROWNLEE, Craig Hill, (b. 1930; d. Kelowna, September 30, 2009). Survived by wife Beryl,
children Debbie (Doug), Bruce (Tanja) and Michael (Krista). Craig worked for thirtyfour years with the Agriculture Dept. of B.C, and was active in the Okanagan Mission
community, Irrigation District and Okanagan Land Commission.
BUBAR, Patricia Mary (nee Weddell), (b. Kelowna, April 5, 1925; d. Kelowna, February 22, 2010).
Survived by son Cyril (Alexandra). Pat was a daughter of one of Joe Riche's pioneering
families. She was a registered nurse and worked at Kelowna General Hospital as a
nursing supervisor before retiring in the early 1980's.
<gBgfc BULL, Colin Anthony (Tony), (b. Kelowna, July 12, 1928; d. Kelowna July 11, 2009).
Survived by children; Kirsten, Alexandra (Terry), Malcolm, Rachel (Michelle) and
Philippa (Clara). Predeceased by wife Gillian. Tony went to school in Vernon and
Kelowna, and then took post-secondary education at U.B.C. He worked in the
Insurance business and then spent twenty-five years in Real Estate. He was a director
of the Okanagan Real Estate Board, and a member of the Rotary Club, Okanagan
Mission Tennis Club, Kelowna Golf and Country Club, Kelowna Yacht Club and the
Probus Club.
BULLOCK, Bertha, (b. Prelate, Saskatchewan, February 6, 1926; d. Kelowna, February 4, 2010).
Predeceased by husband John. Survived by three children, Richard (Jacqueline),
Douglas (Mary) and Nancy (David). Bertha and John were orchardists in East Kelowna,
and Bertha was active in the East Kelowna community, the Catholic Diocese, and many
other local and national organizations.
BYE, Elizabeth "Betty" Mary; ( b. near Viking, Alberta, June 15, 1913; d. Penticton October 22,
2009) Predeceased by first husband James Hennessy and second husband Alfred Bye,
sons Jackie and Robert and daughter Ann Gerow. Survived by son Ray Hennessy and
daughter Marie Cameron. She was raised on a prairie homestead; married Jim Hennessy
in 1933 and moved to British Columbia. She worked in retail sales for several years in
Burns Lake and later managed the Vanderhoof Credit Union for eleven years. She
retired to Enderby in 1974 where she was one of the founding members of the Enderby
and District Senior Citizens Society and worked to develop the Wheels to Meals
program. She was a founding member of the Order of Eastern Star, Nadina Chapter in
Burns Lake in 1959.
CRETIN, Joan Wilma, (b. Kelowna, December 4, 1924; d. Kelowna, February 10, 2010).
Predeceased by husband Harry. Survived by sons Greig (Cindy) and Brad. Joan was
born in Kelowna, the daughter of Ellison pioneers Will and Hilda Hereron. She was a
secretary for School District No. 23 for many years.
CURRIE, Kathleen (nee Shirley), (b. Salmon Arm, May 8, 1917; d. Salmon Arm, March 22, 2009)
Survived by Daughter Myrna (Lionel) Hack and son Ron and brother Pat Shirley.
Belonged to the Salmon Arm Branch of the Okanagan Historical Society.
DELL, William George Richard (b.England, 1921; d. August 2, 2009, Oliver) Orchardist in
Osoyoos for 60 yrs., Mgr. and GM of Oliver, Osoyoos, Okanagan Similkameen Coop
packinghouses, installation of first wind machine in Canada on his orchard, 1972.
Helped start Osoyoos Sailing Club and Borderline Ski Clubs. School Board trustee
S.D.#14 over 20 yrs., member of Okanagan College Council five yrs.
DOUILLARD, Leo, (b. Willows, SK, March 7, 1916; d. Kelowna, January 12, 2010).
Survived by wife Katherine, and family Ron (Deb), Dave (Jan), Brian (Wendy), Carol
(Bob), Debbie (Howard), Richard (Joan) and Kevin (Donnie). Leo had a career in
residential building, which evolved into a long commercial enterprise called Douillard
Conmstruction Limited. He volunteered his time to his church, and many local
organizations.
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MACLEAN (Crookes) Elizabeth Anne (Betty) (nee Preston), (b. Kelowna, 1928; d. Kelowna,
December 26, 2009). Predeceased by first husband Dennis Crookes, and second
husband Harris MacLean, and daughter Diane. Survived by children Bev (Gord) Ivans,
Janice (Bruce) Weinmaster, Brian (Mary Anne) Crookes, and Kevin (Gloria) Crookes,
as well as Harris MacLean's family. Betty was born and raised in Kelowna.
dSJfSfc MARTY, Arthur Emile, (b. Kelowna, April 18, 1916; d. Kelowna, August 7, 2009). Survived
by wife Clara, sons Lawrence (Margaret) and Kenneth (Susan). Predeceased by twin
brother Andrew and brothers Joseph, Alphonse and Etienne (Steve), and sisters Annie
and Leonie. After returning from serving overseas during WW II, Arthur returned to
working in the forest industry, and worked for Simpsons Sawmills and subsequent
owners in Kelowna for over forty-four years. Arthur was an active member of the
Immaculate Conception Parish, the Okanagan Historical Society, and a member of the
Fourth Degree Knights of Columbus.
MCKINLEY, John Garfield (b. 1914; d. October 22, 2009). Inspirational music teacher to
thousands of young people in Oliver & Kelowna school districts from 1942 to 1974.
Music Supervisor S.D.#23
MIKKELSON, Mabel Alice: (b. Carlin, July 22, 1923; d. Salmon Arm, Jan. 22, 2009). Member of
pioneer families in Carlin, Rabies, Meyers and Mikkelsons. Mother was born in Carlin
and father born in Shuswap.
MINNS, Elizabeth Anne Renyi Kangyal (b. Hungary, 1914, Hungary; d. Oliver, January 27, 2010).
Well-known and active community supporter. Wrote column for Oliver Chronicle
1980-90, at age of 74 published cookbook "Two Homelands Two Kitchens," at aged 91
published second book "Don's Chronicle," a collection of her locally based newspaper
articles.
gM.CT MONTEITH, Joan Patricia (nee Lawrence); (b. Birmingham, England, January 14, 1921; d.
Penticton, November 15, 2009). Survived by husband Doug and 3 children, Jim,
Margot and Peter. She was active in St. David's Presbyterian Church and Girl Guide
leader in the 1950s and 1960s.
MORIARTY, Annie Rosemarie (nee Lamott), (b. Red Deer, AB, June 2, 1916; d. Penticton, April
30, 2009). Survived by son Donald, daughters Donna May Thompson, Margaret Barker
and Sharon Moriarty. Predeceased by husband Dan, daughter Norma Jean, sons Jim and
Glen, and granddaughter Joanne Bailey. As a young girl Annie moved to the Okanagan
by train to Kelowna, then sailing on the SS Sicamous to Penticton. The Lamotts settled
in Testalinda near Oliver. In 1932 she married Dan Moriarty and moved to Okanagan
Falls. Annie was a 60 year member of the L.A. to Branch 227, Royal Canadian Legion,
the Women's Institute, Okanagan Falls Heritage & Museum Society and a volunteer in
many other areas.
NICHOLAS, Edward, (b. Kelowna, September 1, 1932; d. Kelowna, September 16, 2009). Survived
by wife Donna, daughters Linda (Brent) and Pam, and sons Darwin and Grant (Laurie).
Predeceased by son Larry. Ed worked at the Kelowna Sawmill for thirty-two years.
PEARSON, Margaret Ellen (nee Faulconer), (b. Shortdale, MB, December 26, 1924; d. July 7,
2009). Survived by children: Doug (Donna), Wendy Robinson (Ron), Connie Burt
(Steve), Peter, Russ (Irene), Lome (Brenda), Patricia MacMillan, Janet McKerry (Phil)
and Kelly Procter (Darrell). Predeceased by husband Leonard, and daughter-in-law
Heather Pearson. Margaret moved to Okanagan Mission with her parents in 1929, to
the Chute Lake Road area. She attended Anne McClymont Elementary School, and left
school early to help out at home. She worked as a housekeeper, and in the orchards,
and later at a local packing house until her retirement. Except for two years, Margaret
lived her entire live in the Kelowna area.
POWELL, Dennis, (b. Kelowna, March 22, f934; d. Kelowna, January 30, 2010). Survived by wife
Pennie, and children Patricia (Kerry), Katherine (Brian), Kevin (Rhonda) and Barbara
(Kevin). Dennis was a trucker, and also farmed all his life in the Mission area of
Kelowna.
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HALLQUIST, Gerald H , (b.Minneapolis, Minnesota, June 17,1916; d. Penticton, May 3, 2009).
Survived by wife Edith and son Bruce. Predeceased by son Roderick. The Hallquists
moved to Summerland in 1946, first operating a bakery and later established the fiveto-dollar store, which they operated until 2006. He was a founding member of the
Summerland Kiwanis Club, active in the Curling Club and a leader in the business
community. Jerry was Summerland's Good Citizen in 1980.
<8jjE> H1NCHLIFFE, Arthur T, (b. Victoria, BC, April 7, 1924; d. Penticton, September 18,
2009). Survived by wife Nella; son Derek; daughters Jo, Sue, Eva, Pam and Mary. A
WWII veteran, he served with the R.C.A.E After earning a degree in commerce at
U.B.C. he spent 42 years with the Bank of Montreal in eight B.C. communities before
retiring to Kaleden. Art was very active in community life, his church and Penticton
Rotary Club, as well as Penticton Branch of Okanagan Historical Society, in charge of
membership.
HUCUL, Annie McBafn, (nee Cave), (b. Calgary, AB, Dec. 26, 1919; d. Salmon Arm, Aug. 19,
2009). Family moved to Silver Creek in 1927. Survived by brothers, Ralph, Phillip,
Vince Cave and sister Irene (Don) Wells and sons Bernie and Gary. Member of Salmon
Arm Horticultural Society, South Canoe Women's Institute and Valley Women's
Institute, volunteer on the Salmon Arm Fair Assoc, co-convener of the Fine Arts and
Handicraft Division. Along with her husband Bill Hucul was awarded Rotary Club's
Citizen of the Year by the Chamber of Commerce in 1986.
JACKSON, Robert, B (b. Stirlingshire, Scotland, Oct. 23, 1914; d. Salmon Arm, Feb. 1, 2009).
Survived by sons Bill, Don, Bruce, Murray and George, Three sister, Hetty Gloyn, Tina
Bartman and Cathy Jamieson and brother George. He arrived in 1926 in Silver Creek.
JACKSON, Thomas Syme (b. Kippen, Scotland, Nov. 21, 1916; d. Vernon Jan. 31, 2009). Survived
by Allan, Audrey (Art) Vander Hoek, Carrie (Keith) Bostock, Dawna (Rob), brothers
Robert, George and sisters Hetty, Tina, Cathy. Arrived in Salmon Valley in 1926. Active
in 4-H, Salmon Arm Fall Fair. Inducted onto the Canadian Hereford Honor Roll in
1991.
JANKULAK, John Joseph, (b. Coleman, AB, June 21, 1925; d. Kelowna, October 8, 2009).
Survived by children Noreen (Allan) Carter, David and Terry. John moved to Kelowna
with his family as a young child.
JENNENS, Eric Gordon, See Tribute Page 214
JESSOP, Lena Margaret, (b. Kelowna, June 25, 1921; d. Kelowna, May 15, 2009). Survived by son
Tom. Predeceased by husband Lloyd.
JOHNSON, Walter Ingwal, (b. Kelowna, February 5, 1931; d. Kelowna, May 31, 2009). Survived
by wife Ruth, son Clarence (Maria), and daughters Deanna Booth (Scott) and Tammy
Johnson. Walter was a Korea Veteran, spending nine years in the Service, including two
years in Korea with the Royal Canadian Engineers. He worked with the City of
Kelowna's Parks Department for thirty years. He was a long-time member of the Sons
of Norway Hardanger Lodge #109, as well the Korea Veterans Association of Kelowna.
KING, Rosemary Angela, (b. Calgary, Alberta, December 3, 1914; d. Kelowna, February 26,
2010). Rosemary was a school teacher near Nelson until 1939, when she moved to
Kelowna and continued to teach. Rosemary later was an accountant for the Kelowna
School Board, from 1946 until her retirement in 1977. She was a charter member of the
W.J. Knox Chapter 10DE.
KNOWLES, C.W (Bill), See Tribute Page 187
KOYAMA, Teruyo (Terry), (b. Winfield, July 21, 1929; d. Kelowna, July 16, 2009). Survived by
sister Yoshi Honkawa, brother Paul (Sayuri), and sister-in-law Seiko Koyama.
Predeceased by parents, Tarokichi and Fusa Koyama, and brother Koichi. The Koyamas
had an orchard on the corner of Bear Lake Road and Glenmore Road.
LAITINEN, Kenneth Edward Elias, (b. Salmon Arm, July 31, 1948; d. Kelowna, Oct. 3, 2009).
Pioneer family in Canoe. Survived by son Kenneth, daughter Tina (Carl) Lindh,
brothers Gerry and James and sister Eileen and Mother Elsie of Canoe.
LESME1STER, Lucas (Luke) (b. Saskatchewan, July 6, 1922; d. Oliver, August 1, 2009). Moved to
Oliver 1964, acquired Oliver Theatre. Built Oliver Bowling Centre, 1970, ran Osoyoos
Theatre several years.
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SMITH, Dorothy Irene (nee Bostock), (b. Salmon River, outside of Armstrong, October 29, 1922;
d. Kelowna, September 15, 2009). Predeceased by husband George, and daughter
Heather. Survived by children Richard (Christine), Bonnie and Barbara. Dorothy moved
with her family to Kelowna when she was a baby. She served with the Canadian Air
Force in WW II. She lived in Toronto for years, and then moved to Langley where they
managed an apartment house. Dorothy moved back to Kelowna approximately fifteen
years ago.
SMUIN, Dorothy Alma - see tribute p.203
SNOWSELL, Chelta (nee Reid), (b. Kelowna, May 23, 1910; d. Kelowna, June 3, 2009).
Survived by son Allen (Myrt) and daughters Lynne Schroeder (Dig Pedneault) and Jane
Whyte (Margaret Cissell). Predeceased by husband Frank, son Teddy and daughter
Anne. Chelta grew up on Byrns Road and attended Benvoulin School, Mission School
and Kelowna High School before entering nursing at Vancouver General Hospital.
Chelta and Frank lived and worked in various places throughout B.C. before retiring to
Kelowna.
STODOLA, Rosemarie Felicitas (nee Werbisky) (b. Alberta, July 10, 1925; d. Oliver, March 4,
2009). Together with husband Stan helped found and operate Osoyoos Times
newspaper for 39 years. Wrote House on the Hilt column for their paper.
STRINGER, Deborah Joan, (b. Kelowna, May 6, 1948; d. Kelowna, December 14, 2009).
Predeceased by parents Babs and Cedric Stringer. Survived by brothers David (Lois),
John (Diane) and Robin (Ruth). Deborah was a descendant of the pioneer Smith family
of Armstrong. She was a passionate and dedicated teacher in Kelowna for over thirty
years. She volunteered with many organizations, from foster children, to the Kelowna
Family Centre and the Little Peoples' of B.C.
TAYLOR, Dorothy Edith, (b. Oliver, August 8, 1918; d. Kelowna, December 10, 2009).
Predeceased by husband Walter C. Survived by son Walter G. Taylor (Vera) and
daughter Sharon (George) Ryder. Dorothy was the daughter of George and Doris
McDougall, an early pioneer family of the Oliver area.
TURCOTTE, Heather Helen (nee Stewart), (b. Okanagan, 1922; d. Kelowna, November 15, 2009).
Predeceased by husband Turk. Survived by sons Stewart (Tracy) and Jim (Jamie).
Heather came from a family of Valley Pioneers, who came to the Okanagan in 1905. She
entered the bank immediately after high school, and then worked in the Yukon and the
Maritimes. Heather and Turk returned to Kelowna where she worked in the Royal Bank.
TURTON, Doris Ella (nee Ward), (b. Kelowna, April 25, 1911; d. Kelowna, October 21, 2009).
Survived by Constance Garbutt, Sylvia Wiens (nee Turton), Christopher (Shirley),
Edward (Cheryl) and Richard. Predeceased by husband Francis. Doris was raised in
Dry Valley (Glenmore), and relocated with her family to South Kelowna in 1926. She
was the bookkeeper for the family orchards (Apex Orchards Co.) and their fruit
packing house. She was active in the community as president of the St. Mary's Church
Guild for thirty years, a cub pack leader, and a founding and honourary life member of
the Kelowna Yacht Club.
VANDER HOEK, Howard, (b. Heeg Friesland, The Netherlands Feb. 10, 1929; d. Salmon Arm,
Nov. 19, 2009). Survived by wife Lavalle, daughter Harriet ( J a m e s ) Hanna, Art
(Audrey), Cecil (Rayna), Frank (Ruby), Bill (Karen), brother John and sister Jane,
Brenda,Edith and Kathleen. Howard served on Board of Salmon Arm Savings and Credit
Union, many of them as President and on the Board of Mainline Co-op and was
President when Cedarvale Centre opened. He enjoyed the Rotary Club and volunteered
as a bus driver for Pioneer Lodge and Bastion Place. Precedeased by first wife, Alice,
mother of his children.
WEBB, Dorothy Joan (nee Lysons), (b. Kelowna, June 10, 1910; d. Kelowna, August 23,
2009). Survived by daughters Robin (Tom) White and Heather Pottinger. Predeceased
by husband Henry (Harry). Joan was born to a pioneer family in Kelowna, Hubert B.D.
and Emilia (Thomson) Lysons.
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PROUTY, Mina "Minnie" Karoline (nee Reierstad) (b. Manyberries, Alberta, September 7, 1914 ,
d. Armstrong, January 1, 2010). Predeceased by her husband Ernest in 1990. Survived
by son Barry and daughter Sharon Hoifman. Minnie was a much loved lady who gave
of her time to her family, friends and community. She worked as a Secretary/Clerk for
the Interior Provincial Exhibition in the 1970s and early 1980s. She volunteered with
the Women's Institute, Rebekah Lodge, United Church Women and the Horticulture
Club.
RANDALL, Dorothy Verda (nee Farnell) (b. Nova Scotia, December 15, 1918; d. March 9, 2009,
Oliver). Honoured for her service to the community with Soroptimist Women of
Distinction Award in 1999.
REITH, Maria Lilian (Lily), (b. Aldbourne, England, 1910; d. Kelowna, May 23, 2009). Survived
by daughters Pamela Coles (Gordon) and Mary Mettlewsky (Ernie). Predeceased by
husband Albert. Lily came to Canada with her mother in 1927. She married Albert
Reith in 1938 and resided in Kelowna until her death.
RICHARDSON, Norma May (nee Fenton/Schellenberg), (b. Kelowna, August 2, 1928; d. Kelowna,
September 12, 2009). Survived by daughters Marnie, Jodie and Tami (Kevin), and
special friend Andy Henderson. Norma spent most of her life in Kelowna.
RITCHEY, Ronald Leon, (b. Youngstown, AB, July 15, 1918; d. Kelowna, September 15, 2009).
Survived by wife Editha "Betty," son Randy and daughter Sherry Husch (Dennis). Ron
came to Kelowna with his family in 1920. He joined the army in WW II, and served
overseas in the Royal Canadian Electrical & Mechanical Engineers. He was foreman
and head carpenter for the City of Kelowna for eighteen years, and later he and Betty
operated Ritchcraft Framing.
ROBERTSON, Alexander Ogilvy, (b. Calgary, AB, October 30, 1914; d. Kelowna, April 21, 2010).
Predeceased by wife Ella. Survived by children Sandy (Gerry) Zimmermann, Ron
(Michele) and Grant (Sharon). Alex came to Kelowna in 1946 and bought a cafe in East
Kelowna. In 1956, he started up Robertson's Clothing & Shoes on Pandosy Street,
which is still open today and operated by his sons.
ROGERS, Jack (b. November 28, 1920; d. December 6, 2009) Osoyoos Alderman (eight years),
Osoyoos Citizen of the Year 1998, President Osoyoos Chamber of Commerce (two
terms), Board Member Okanagan South Health Society & Sagebrush Lodge (19861995).
<j2E> SALTER, Rev. Derek - see tribute p.199
SANDERSON, Joseph Gordon (Sandy), (b. Peachland, June 2, 1922; d. Westbank, March 3, 2010).
Predeceased by first wife Dorothy (Dot), and son Gordon. Survived by second wife
Christine, son John and daughters Jennifer (Gary) Reece and Linda (Fred) McNeill and
daughter-in-law Lonnie. Sandy was the son of Peachland pioneers, and lived almost all
of his life in Peachland, leaving only to serve overseas during WW II, and to work in
Sri Lanka in the 1970's. He joined the army in 1942 and served with the Calgary
Highlanders and the North Nova Scotia Highlanders. As well as operating his farm, he
worked for Trautman and Garraway Sawmill, S.M. Simpson Sawmills and Crown
Zellerbach. Sandy was a member of the Peachland Royal Canadian Legion, and of the
Trepanier Masonic Lodge. He was very active in the Peachland community
SARSONS, Clarice Marion Ivy (nee Spall), (b. London, England, October 13, 1916; d. Kelowna,
April 30, 2010). Survived by husband Geoff, daughters Roberta Withers, Judy Grierson
(Andy), and sons Jeff (Anne) and Rod (Donna). Clarice was a member of a pioneer
family, and came to Canada with her parents in 1918. Clarice and Geoff Sarsons resided
in Okanagan Mission on the Sarsons property.
SIMPSON, Joan Katherine, See Tribute Page 190
SINKEW1CZ, Ella Lucy (nee Archibald / Reid), (b. Kelowna, March 16, 1921; d. Kelowna,
July 6, 2009). Survived by sons Bob Reid (Ella) and Allen Reid (Wendy), daughter
Sharron Reive and daughter-in-law Diane Reid. Predeceased by first husband George
Reid, son Donald Reid, son-in-law Bob Reive, and second husband George Sinkewicz.
Ella worked at many of the fruit and vegetable packing plants in Kelowna, and also at
the Willow Inn as head accountant for the hotel and Greyhound. She later worked as a
travel agent.
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WHITE, Murray Douglas, (b. Kamloops, April 13, 1931; d. Kelowna, December 25, 2009).
Survived by wife Marguerite, and four children: Diane (Tom) Routtu, Karen (John)
Campbell, Michelle (Rob) Smith and David White. Murray was born in Kamloops and
raised in Penticton, moving to Coquitlam shortly after his marriage, and later moving
to Kelowna in 1962. He worked for B.C. Tree Fruits Ltd. for 25 years. He was a member
of the Kelowna Jaycees and Toastmasters Organization.
WHITEHEAD, William "Bill" John, (b. Regina, Sask. January 2, 1918; d. Armstrong, May 15,
2009). Predeceased by his wife Cora (nee Andrews) in 1985 and his companion Minnie
Johnston in 2003. See Tribute on Page 210
WILLIAMS, Nomad "Nomie" (nee Cook), (b. Scotland, January 25, 1928; d. Kelowna, October 12,
2009). Survived by daughters Beverly Jean Crippen, Shirley Evelyn Bigg (Lome), son
Calvin Neil Williams (Jill) and son-in-law Tom Garrecht. Predeceased by husband
Walter, partner Jack Armstrong, and daughters Sandra and Valerie. Nomie arrived with
her family in Winfield, BC, while she was still a baby.
WILSON, Robert R. (Bob); (b. August 28, 1926; d. Chilliwack, January 10, 2010). Predeceased by
wife Ruby. Survived by sons Brian, Donald (Charlene), Robert, and Alan (Sue). Bob
served his country in WW II as a member of the Canadian Airborne. After the war he
returned to Kelowna and started Wilson Pumice Products. He proudly served the
citizens of Kelowna through many service organizations: Kelowna Fire Department,
Scouts Canada, Kelowna Power Squadron, Kelowna Yacht Club (Commodore) and
International Order of the Blue Gavel, Kelowna Search and Rescue — Water Division,
Kelowna Golf and Country Club and Kelowna Curling Club. He received the Fire
Fighters Exemplary Service Medals (BC and Federal), Governor General Home
Builders Award, Certificate of Merit from the Government of Canada, BC Fire
Commissioner Commendation and others. Shortly after the passing of his wife, Bob
relocated to Chilliwack.
YOUNG, Jean Ada Evelyn (nee Robinson), (b. Summerland, BC, September 18, 1911; d. Vernon,
B.C., February 3, 2009). Survived by daughters Elaine Kelley and Sharon Watt.
Predeceased by first husband Tom Daly and second husband Frank Young. She worked
for BC Tel in Vancouver for 25 years. Jean married Tom Daly in 1952 and moved to
Penticton where she became active in volunteer work with Penticton Retirement
Centre, Red Cross Blood Donors, Redland Rebekah Lodge and Anglican Church
Women. She was a daughter of the pioneer Robinson family who began Summerland,
Naramata and Kaleden.
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SALMON ARM

President: Robin Hickman; Vice President: Dorothy Rolin; Past
President & Treasurer: Rosemary Wilson; Secretary: Mary Hickman;
Editor: Ineke Hughes; Directors: Betty Jackson, Marilyn Kernaghan,
Mary Landers, Ray Pakka, Pat Parsons, Alf Peterson, Mary Wetherill.
Representatives to the Executive Council: Pat Parsons and Dorothy
Rolins
PENTICTON

President: Randy Manuel; Vice-President: David Snyder; Past
President: Dave Morgenstern; Secretary: Skip Broderick; Treasurer:
Jeanette Beaven; Editors: Suzanne Schmiddem and Mary Trainor;
Directors: Richard Armstrong, Marylin Barnay, Betty Bork, Hartley
Cleland, Thelma Detjen, Don Haggerty, Claud Hammell, Dave
MacDonald, Dan Reilly, Maggie Ricciardi, Ret Tinning.
Representatives to the Executive Council: Dave Morgenstern and
Dan Reilly
SIMILKAMEEN

President: Jon Bartlett; First Vice President: Terry Malanchuck;
Second Vice President: Brenda Gould; Secretary-Treasurer: Rika
Ruebsaat; Editor: Jon Bartlett; Directors: Kathy Clement, Dave
Cursons, Patricia Kupiak, Angelique Wood.
Representatives to the Executive Council: Dave Cursons and Rika
Ruebsaat
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BRANCH OFFICERS
OKANAGAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
2010 - 2011
KELOWNA

President: Shannon Bews Croft; Vice-President: Tracy Satin; Past
President: Bob Hayes; Secretary: Vivian Hamanishi; Treasurer: Eleanor
Bulach; Editor: Judy Ohs; Directors: Kaye Benzer, Ann Bostock,
Colleen Cornock, Betty Ivans, Cathy Jennens, Chris Jennens, Barbara
Logie, Lois Marshall, Evelyn Vielvoye, Dorothy Zoellner. Director at
Large: Alice Lundy.
Representatives to the Executive Council: Colleen Cornock and
Bob Hayes
ARMSTRONG-EN DERBY

President: Craig McKechnie; Vice President: Jessie Ann Gamble;
Secretary: Joan Cowan; Treasurer: Eleanore Bolton; Editors: Jessie Ann
Gamble and Bob Cowan; Directors: Robert Dale, Jean Lockhart, Don
Moore, Peter Vander Sar, Greg Wiebe.
Representatives to the Executive Council: Robert Dale and Jessie
Ann Gamble
OLIVER-OSOYOOS

President: Larry Shannon; Vice-President: Gayle Cornish;
Secretary: Mary Englesby; Treasurer: Mary Roberts; Editor: Andrea
Desjardin Flexhaug; Directors: Paul Alaric, Jean Evans, Darryl
MacKenzie, John Musgrave, Dan Roberts, Joyce Thomson, Fred Wiley.
Representatives to the Executive Council: Gayle Cornish and Mary
Roberts
VERNON

President: Mary (Ellison) Bailey; Vice President: Helen Inglis; Past
President: Peter Tassie; Secretary: Shelley May; Treasurer: Herb
Thorburn; Editor: Bill Dunsmore; Directors: Betty Holtskog, Linda
Kennedy, Dale Kermode, Garth Maguire, Vivian Merchant, Bob
Passmore, Ken Waldon.
Representatives to the Executive Council: Peter Tassie and Ken
Waldon
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Business of the Okanagan Historical Society

NOTICE
of the 86th Annual General Meeting

THE OKANAGAN
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 2011
Notice is hereby given that the

Annual General Meeting
of the Okanagan Historical Society
will be held at the

Royal Canadian Legion
1380 Bertram Street
KELOWNA, B.C.

Sunday, April 24, 2011,
at 10 a.m.
Luncheon at 12:30 p.m.
Guest speaker: Dan Bruce speaking on the Fintry area
All members and guests are welcome to attend
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OKANAGAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
ESSAY CONTEST 2011
AIMS/GOALS: To encourage the research and writing of Okanagan
history by post secondary students.
ELIGIBILITY: Students currently in any post-secondary institution.
PRIZE: (a) $1000.00 (One Thousand Dollars dollars)
(b) Possible publication in "Okanagan History" book (the
annual publication of the Okanagan Historical Society)
GENERAL CRITERIA: the essay must:
• Depict history which occurred in the geographical area
encompassed; by the Okanagan, Shuswap and Similkameen
Valleys.
• Be suitable for publication in the "Okanagan History" book.
• Be submitted on a CD and typed double spaced on 8.5 x 11.0 in.
white paper.
• Be a minimum length of 1500 words to a maximum of 2500.
• Include a cover page which shows:
* Student's name and registration number
* Name of Institution
* Student's telephone number, mailing address and e-mail
address
* Title of essay
EVALUATION CRITERIA: the essay will be judged according to:
HISTORICAL INFORMATION: The degree to which the
writer has gathered accurate information in different ways;
has insightfully selected essential information; and has
interpreted or synthesized that information.
EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION: The quality of the
historical content in that it effectively uses rich, vivid
detail in a style which engages and involves the reader.
CONCLUSIONS: The conclusions the writer makes which
reflect clear, logical links between the information and the
interpretations based on relevant evidence; the way the
writer describes his/her own thinking about the historical
content which demonstrates a sophisticated understanding
of the historical issue(s).
WRITING: Demonstrated level of organization, correct
sentence structure, usage, grammar, diction, mechanics,
bibliography and footnoting.
DEADLINE:

March 15th of each year:

SUBMIT TO:

Jessie Ann Gamble
Box 516, Armstrong, BC V0E 1B0
Phone:
(250) 546-9416
E-mail:
lgamble@junction.net
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None
NEW BUSINESS:
a) Peter Tassie suggested that David Gregory might have a
report available as the Historic Trails Committee had
been revived and D. Gregory was appointed as a Director
at Large at the February meeting. David made a report
and it will be included with the Special Committee
reports.
APPOINTMENT OF AUDITOR:
MOTION - That Cecil Schmidt be appointed the Auditor.
Bob Cowan/Jon Bartlett
CARRIED
ELECTION OF OFFICERS:
Dave Morgenstern presented a slate of nominations for 20102011 Executive Council. After asking for further nominations for
each position and receiving none, he declared the slate accepted
as presented:
President — John Sugars
Vice-President— Randy Manuel
Secretary—Jon Bartlett
Treasurer— Bob Cowan
Editor — Darryl MacKenzie
COMPLIMENTARY RESOLUTIONS:
MOTION: That the usual complimentary resolution be applied.
Dave Morgenstern/Bob Hayes
CARRIED
ANNOUNCEMENT:
Next O.H.S. Executive Council Meeting is at 10:00 am. on
Sunday, July 11, 2010 at the Water Street Senior Centre,
Kelowna, B. C.
Next Annual General Meeting is on Sunday, April 24, 2011 at
the Legion Hall in Kelowna, B. C.
MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT: Alice Lundy at 11:50 am.
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OKANAGAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Prestige Harbourfront Resort. Salmon Arm. B. C.
April 25. 2010

C A L L TO ORDER: The President, John Sugars, welcomed members and guests to
the 85th Annual General Meeting of the Okanagan Historical Society and
reported to the meeting. His report is on file with the Officers Reports.
NOTICE OF CALL: The acting Secretary, Vivian Hamanishi, read the Notice of Call.
MINUTES:

MOTION - That the Minutes of the April 26, 2009 meeting
be adopted as published in the 73rd Report.
Vivian Hamanishi/Jon Bartlett
CARRIED
BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES: None.
CORRESPONDENCE: None.
REPORTS OF OFFICERS:

a)
b)
c)
d)

President - John Sugars
Editor - Darryl MacKenzie
Acting Secretary - Vivian Hamanishi
Treasurer - Bob Cowan

MOTION - That the Financial Report be accepted with corrections.
Bob Cowan/Libbie Tassie
CARRIED
BRANCH REPORTS:

a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)
g)

Kelowna — Shannon Bews Croft
Armstrong/ Enderby — Craig McKechnie
Vernon — Mary Bailey
Oliver/Osoyoos — Larry Shannon
Salmon Arm — Robin Hickman
Penticton — Randy Manuel
Similkameen — Rika Ruebsaat

SPECIAL COMMITTEES:

a)
b)
c)
d)
e)

Website Manager — Joan Cowan
Essay Contest —Jessie Ann Gamble
Finance Committee — Randy Manuel
Father Pandosy — Alice Lundy
Index — Dorothy Zoellner
OHS
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"How do we recognize the significance of an event, person, or place
today so it can be recorded for the student of history 10, 20, 50 or
more years into the future?"
I believe that many of the people of the past saw their lives as
ordinary, as we may see our own lives. This fact seems to be borne
out in the journals and writings, or the lack of writing, about the
past. But we revere their lives as significant because of the quiet
change that they initiated, and recognize today. Often while
researching a topic I say to myself: "I wish there was more written".
So I encourage you all to write. Put down your thoughts and
experiences in journals, letters and articles. Write, because that is
what people will look to as the Valleys continue to change, and
people will look to the Report as the place to start their research for
more information.
Leaving philosophy aside, this year has been very busy, and some
changes are beginning to form.
First, a great deal of discussion has taken place as to how to respond
to the internet and its influence. How do we recognize the way
younger people approach history while staying true to our
established readership? At this time, the executive has decided to
maintain the report in its current form because there are just too
many questions that need to be answered. Nevertheless, the
discussion has been important, and will continue to be part of our
conversation over the next few years.
Second, there has been a desire for more input and discussion by
Branch Editors to the development of the Report. We had one
meeting in March regarding the format, and future themes, with
another meeting planned for June. I see this as an opportunity to
develop a long term plan and strategy that will ultimately provide
great benefits to being proactive to the organization, structure and
quality of the report.
Third we are introducing a photo contest for the front cover of the
report. Not everyone is a writer, and photos can evoke a better
appreciation for change and emotions that writing cannot. We need
more photos in the report to tell the story.
Finally, the report for this year is starting to take shape. I am still
collecting stories for this year from the Branch Editors, and I am very
pleased with the articles I have seen. If you have an article that you
aren't sure about, please submit it. We may be able to get together to
develop it.
234 OHS
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HIGHLIGHTS OF MINUTES
REPORTS OF OFFICERS
PRESIDENT'S REPORT

JOHN SUGARS

I think it is quite marvelous that we have been publishing our Report
oj the Okanagan Historical Society for seventy-three years and that
next year we will have the seventy-fifth publication. We have had
memberships in the hundreds and stories in the thousands. I feel
proud and honoured to be standing before you today as your
president with all that behind us and with no end to our future. I
believe we have had a very productive year and seem to get a lot
done. We have welcomed back the Similkameen Branch to the fold
with Jon Bartlett as President, Doreen Smith as Vice President and
Rika Ruebsaat as Secretary Treasurer. Welcome back all.
Our Editor, Darryl MacKenzie, has had one annual report under his
belt and is busy working on the second. Darryl is asking for your
input with historical events and other anecdotal offerings that will fit
our program. Please send your stories to Darryl.
We have nearly sold out of our new Index that the committee
published.
We have decided to terminate our association with CHBC "Good
News Bears".
I would like to thank everyone for their efforts put forth in the past
year.
Respectfully submitted.
EDITOR'S REPORT DARRYL MACKENZIE
It is an honour to be here today with you. Your passion about history
and its meaning to us today is inspirational. As I drive throughout
the hills and valleys of the Southern Interior, I often find myself
thinking philosophically about how a particular spot may have been
seen or experienced by someone in the past. What did they know or
feel? Then... how would they see the same spot today? The changes
would be remarkable, enthralling and awe inspiring in many ways.
The great work of this organization seems to be chronicling the
changes of the past so that future generations can see the trends, the
people and the hopes that drive the desire to share the legacy that we
are blessed with. It brings me to ask myself these questions:
"When does the present become the 'past' in people's minds?"
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BRANCH REPORTS
KELOWNA BRANCH - SHANNON BEWS CROFT
The Kelowna Branch has had eight Executive meetings, as well as
our March AGM. Kelowna resident Bill Hoshizaki spoke about the
local Japanese-Canadian population and some of the challenges
which it has faced over the years. Our membership remains strong
and currently we have 333 members.
We had our annual "Pioneer Picnic" in July and despite the heat and
smoke filled air, close to 100 came out. Our Fall Social was again a
popular event. Those in attendance enjoyed a light lunch and
listened to a presenter from the local Okanagan Heritage Museum.
Our editor continues to assemble a variety of articles for the Annual
Report, ensuring that the Central Okanagan is well-represented. At
each meeting we check recent local obituaries, to consider them for
inclusion in the Annual Report or for our branch newsletter. Our
Monday column in the Daily Courier is now into its seventeenth
year, with more than six hundred articles having appeared. It has
helped our branch inform local residents of our diverse history.
Recently we have contacted the City of Kelowna
installation of a commemorative plaque in the Pioneer
This plaque will list the names and dates of office of the
Kelowna mayors who are buried there. The City has
provide funding.

regarding
Cemetery.
nine early
agreed to

Two newsletters were sent to our members this past year, informing
them of branch activities. Due to increasing postage costs, we have
decided to "scale back" on the size of our newsletters, while being
careful that our members continue to receive necessary information,
dates of events, etc. We are also considering sending an electronic
version to some members.
The Kelowna Branch is represented on the local Community
Heritage Commission. Our representative is able to bring forward
any concerns, to them, that we may have and also reports back to our
executive on any issues that may be of interest.
Our biggest project this past year has been updating the first edition
of the Kelowna Street Names Book. Printed in 1994 the book is about
the origins of local street names. This has been a huge task, but
progress has been made and it is now ready to be sent to the printers.
About two hundred pages in length and with two hundred and
eighty photographs, it will be a welcome addition to bookshelves of
236 OHS
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Thank you for your support and help in ensuring the success of the
report. Next year is the 75th edition. We need to prepare for that
with retrospective articles. I hope that we see many more fresh
writers contributing to this landmark edition.
Respectfully submitted
SECRETARY'S REPORT VIVIAN HAMANISHI
As I have only been the acting secretary for the February meeting
and this meeting, I have nothing to report.
Respectfully submitted
TREASURER'S REPORT

BOB COWAN

Financial statements attached.
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VERNON - MARY (ELLISON) BAILEY
In Peter Tassie's Branch Report in the 73rd Report he made
recommendations regarding historical trails and old cemeteries.
Peter has rejuvenated the OHS Historic Trails Committee in the
Executive Council and is doing his own historical research on the
Vernon Irrigation District of which his father, Gilbert C. Tassie (see
Index) was manager for many years.
I assumed the chair in 2009 and this year the Vernon Branch became
a member of the Greater Vernon Museum & Archives and through
them we helped sponsor the Heritage Fair in Vernon by providing
judges from our executive and $250. to send prize winners to the
regional fair in Kelowna. We have developed a new brochure entitled
"Are you interested in Vernon's History?". It is based on the foresight
of Leonard Norris, instigator of the OHS in 1925. The theme
VERNON — "The Hub of the Okanagan in 1925". It was the
steamship capital of Okanagan Lake at Okanagan Landing, the end
of the Sicamous & Okanagan rail spur line at Okanagan Landing
(now called Paddlewheel Park), the terminus of the road through the
Monashee Mountains past Cherry Creek where gold was discovered
in 1876, and a link to Salmon Arm and Kamloops, now the Trans
Canada Highway.
On August 13/14th this year we will be participating in the 100th
Anniversary of the Mackie Lake House the same weekend as our
Pioneer Picnic in nearby Coldstream Creek Park. At this time we will
honour a long—time member.
This past year our speakers have been Bob Davison from Bella Vista
Orchards & Market who spoke most interestingly about "The
Changes in the Fruit Industry from 1920 to 2010" and Ron Candy,
Curator of the Greater Vernon Museum and Archives, who brought
artifacts from the museum and stressed the importance of noting
their history relating to the area as part of the value of the item. On
November 7, 2010 Arlene Kermode Smith will be entertaining us
with "Early Photographers in the North Okanagan."
Many stories urgently need to be written before the Annual Report
becomes digital — surely not!
Respectfully submitted.
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local history buffs. Special thanks go to Judy Ohs and Alice Lundy
for their ongoing dedication to this important project.
We are a very active branch, and we look forward to taking on more
projects in the months ahead. I would like to thank the executive
and branch members for their continued support this past year.
On behalf of the Kelowna Branch of the Okanagan Historical Society,
I would like to invite everyone to the 86th Annual General Meeting
of the Okanagan Historical Society to be held on Sunday, April 24th,
2011 in Kelowna at Branch 26, Royal Canadian Legion; 1380
Bertram Street in Kelowna. The guest speaker on this occasion will
be Dan Bruce who will speak on the Fintry area.
Respectfully s u b m i t t e d .
ARMSTRONG ENDERBY - CRAIG MCKECHNIE
We began the year on a sad note with the passing of Bill Whitehead,
a Life Member of the OHS and a very vital member of our branch. A
short time before his passing he had entertained us at our AGM with
some of his reminiscences of the business world, we thoroughly
enjoyed his presentation. At that meeting Bill said he could no longer
work but he would bring the refreshments to our work party
cleaning the Lansdowne Cemetery; as he was no longer with us at
the time of the clean-up his family did the honours.
Gerry Meggait, Jean Lockhart and Shirley Campbell were our guest
speakers at our fall meeting and they spoke on the founding and
history of Kindale, a school and sheltered workshop for handicapped
people. Last year marked the 50th anniversary of this organization
which has become an integral part of Armstrong.
Our book sales met with enough success that we were able to give
$1,000. each to the Armstrong and Enderby Museums.
Our guest speakers at our AGM in Enderby was Pat Stroulger who
talked about his memories of Grindrod, Enderby and Armstrong. He
had many interesting stories about the business world of Enderby in
which he was involved for some years. He is an extremely active man
for his nearly 90 years and has many plans for Enderby's benefit.
History may be old but it doesn't need to be tottering.
Respectfully s u b m i t t e d .

OHS

231

OHS BUSINESS AND FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

SALMON ARM - ROBIN HICKMAN
Approximately 50 members and guests had a very successful
October '09 gathering at Kusisto Road, led by Hans Kusisto, son of
one of the early Finnish settlers of the area. The tour was followed
by a pot-luck lunch and presentation on local historical sites by Jake
Jacobson at the Gleneden Hall. Kusisto Road is one of the few lanes
in Salmon Arm that remains almost in its original state from when it
was part of the wagon road to Kamloops. Eight new memberships
were received at this event.
Dorothy Rolin, who sits on the Community Historical Commission,
reports that 15 commercial and residential properties in total have
been selected for potential inclusion in the registry.
Mary Wetherill and her committee have compiled a 6-page brochure
and route map listing details of fifty sites of historic interest within
the City of Salmon Arm. They are gathering photographs of
locations that no longer exist or those existing but having changed
significantly.
Our branch has agreed to work with the local Legion to produce a
history of each serviceman listed on the Salmon Arm Cenotaph.
There are 44 men listed from WWI and 18 from WW2. Harry
Welton from the Legion, and now an OHSSA member, has been
working on the listing and felt that it would be completed by
February 2010, leaving the remainder of the year to create a brochure
for circulation at Remembrance Day 2010.
Our AGM will be held March 28th with a speaker on the history of
a local farming property.
The branch has raised funds for Haney Heritage Village Archives
Room Renovation Project and $7500 will be donated to the Haney
Heritage Village Museum Society for the purchase of rolling shelving.
Respectfully submitted.
PENTICTON - RANDY MANUEL
There were three general meetings, one AGM and four executive
meetings this year, all held at the museum auditorium.
The branch had several outings, a summer solstice evening walk
along the Kettle Valley Railway Trail to old Lakeview Cemetery, a
four km hike into Marron River Canyon to see the ruins of the one
time hamlet of Marron Valley and in early spring a historical walk
through the oldest part of Penticton, past historic murals depicting
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OLIVER/OSOYOOS - LARRY SHANNON
We held our semi-annual General Meeting in Oliver on Nov. 1, 2009.
John Brent Musgrave spoke on the life of Mourning Dove, a
chronicler and champion of the Okanagan people. She was known
for her skills in arts and crafts, her athletic ability, as an author and
as a teacher. She taught at the native school near Oliver and had close
ties to the local native community.
Our AGM was held March 21, 2010 in Osoyoos. Wendi Langsmith
spoke about her great-great grandfather, Judge John Carmichael
Haynes a prominent pioneer in the South Okanagan. The existing
executive was returned for another year at the branch elections.
Our primary project is compiling a list of those buried at the old
Fairview Cemetery and having their names displayed on a cairn at
the site. This list now includes fifty-eight names and is nearing
completion. It is a much more comprehensive list than previous
information had indicated. We are now working with Outreach
Neon, a local sign company, on the details. As a second stage to this
project we would like to have a larger sign located at the Fairview
Kiosk with more information on the pioneers buried in the Fairview
Cemetery. It would make the Fairview Kiosk Historic Site a more
interesting place to visit as well as increase the awareness of local
history.
Many members of our Branch attended the first official event in the
"new" Frank Venables Auditorium. There was a light dinner in the
school cafeteria and then viewing of the opening ceremonies of the
Vancouver Winter Olympics on a large projection screen. The
auditorium has been serving the local schools and the community
for many years. However, the Ministry of Eduction was no longer
willing to fund it and therefore its future was in doubt. A Save the
Auditorium committee was formed and the Town and Electoral Area
C passed a plebiscite to help fund renovation to and maintenance of
the community theatre. Our branch strongly supported the efforts to
keep this important part of our local heritage as an integral part of
the community.
Respectfully submitted.
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the Similkameen Valley. Our last presentation of the season is in June
and then we start up again in September.
The founding Board consisted of five members, two from Princeton,
two from Hedley and one from Keremeos. The first meeting of the
newly-elected board will take place later this month at which point
we'll be discussing future historical presentations as well as other
activities the society might undertake such as historical walks and
research projects.
Respectfully submitted.
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Chinatown, then down the creek past an original (restored)
windmill, then onto the waterfront where steamboats and trains once
held sway.
Speakers at meetings have been Tom Beardsley, talking on Canadians
at war in Italy, Ron Restwick of the Kettle Valley Steam Railway, as
well as Randy Manuel, retired director of the City of Penticton
Museum and Archives.
Our Vice-president, David Snyder, is writing a one hundred year
anniversary history of Penticton High School to be ready for 2012.
The local branch has offered to assist in this publication.
We held a book sale and information display at Cherry Lane Mall
during Heritage Week.
On April 22, 2010, we recognized 25 years of dedication by Betty
Bork as editor of the Penticton Branch. A card of thanks and flowers
were given to her for the hard work done in helping to preserve and
record the history of the Okanagan-Similkameen.
New to the board of directors are Suzanne Schmiddem and Mary
Trainor, who will be our new editors, also Thelma Detjen of
Okanagan Falls, who is with the Okanagan Falls Museum, Richard
Armstrong, traditional story keeper of the Penticton Indian Band,
and Hartley Cleland.
This gives our branch representation from Summerland, Naramata,
Kaleden/Okanagan Falls, Pent. Indian Band and the city region.
Respectfully s u b m i t t e d .
SIMILKAMEEN - JON BARTLETT
The Similkameen branch of the OHS was re-established in the fall of
2009. At our first meeting we decided to hold monthly historical
presentations alternating between Princeton, Hedley and Keremeos.
The executive council authorized us to begin operations, and our
first meeting was held in September 2009.
So far, one meeting has been held in Hedley (the opening meeting,
where Brenda Gould made a presentation on "Our Valley"), two
meetings in Princeton — (one by Randy Manuel on local ghost towns
and one by Kelley Cook on historical trails in the area), and two
meetings in Keremeos (one of valley songs and verses taken from the
valley press given by Jon Bartlett and Rika Ruebsaat, and one of
pioneers' stories given by Randy Manuel). In May Nick Mills of the
Princeton Museum will be giving a presentation on the V V & E in
OHS 241

OHS BUSINESS AND FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

A motion was passed that in the case of dissolution of a branch, its
funds may be disposed of for heritage projects but $500 must be
retained in trust with the Executive Council of the OHS in the event
of re-establishment of that branch.
The budget for 2010 reflects income and expenses in 2009 and
shows a deficit of $2,000. Hopefully income will increase with
interest from the Central Okanagan Foundation for the first time in
2 years. Additional expenses in the budget include a proposed
honorarium of $300 each for secretary and treasurer. Support was
extended by all members for the proposed honorariums. It was
suggested that a cost of $50 for one-part membership cards should
be included in the budget.
OHS policy is that members can be reimbursed for mileage, however,
there were no mileage payouts for the year. The group felt the
Treasurer should again have the mileage sheet available to members
during executive meetings in case a member wished to be
reimbursed for travel costs.
Darryl proposed a photography contest for a cover photograph for the
Report. The group suggested $250 be made available for the prizewinning photograph and that Darryl judge the photographs submitted.
This, plus costs for advertising the contest, will be added to the budget.
It was unanimously agreed that the cover this year was excellent.
The budget was accepted as amended.
Darryl received three quotes for printing 1,000 copies of Report #74
and we accepted the Thunderbird Press quote of $8,900.
We discussed Andrew Drouin's proposal for digitizing the OHS
Reports, and decided we were uncomfortable and non-committal
towards this project at this time.
Respectfully submitted.
INDEX DOROTHY ZOELLNER
Each of our reports is added to the Index-on line as it is published,
thanks to Joan Cowan and Faith Hudson. Report Number 73 is the
latest.
The printed Index (hard copy) presently incorporates Reports 1-71
inclusive and there are few copies of this work available.
I would like to see the OHS continue this policy, with perhaps a
printed addendum published every fifth year.

Respectfully submitted
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SPECIAL COMMITTEES
WEBSITE MANAGER JOAN COWAN
We continue to receive numerous requests for information through
the Okanagan Historical Society website, www.okanaganhistoricalsociety.org. This year we had quite a run on requests from
Australia, New Zealand and the United Kingdom, as genealogists
strive to locate relatives who immigrated to the new world. We have
sold a number of past issues of the report based on these requests.
Faith Hudson, a member of the Armstrong-Enderby Branch, has
assumed responsibility for indexing the reports as they are
published, a job David MacDonald did for many years. We have
completed indexing Okanagan History #73 and Faith has
incorporated it into the main index on the website.
I make major changes to the website in the spring following the
AGM and in the fall following the release of the new report. I have
also made some minor changes this past year. I am willing to add the
contact information for the branch editors to the website, as
requested by the Armstrong-Enderby Branch at this meeting, if the
branch editors give their permission.
Respectfully submitted.
ESSAY CONTEST JESSIE ANN GAMBLE
I am pleased to report that we have a winner for our Student Essay
Contest this year and that the one thousand dollar prize will be
presented by Rob Dale at our luncheon later to-day. The student
winner is unable to attend, but he will be represented by his father
Lome Bradley.
A special mention and thanks is extended to the essay writers and to
the judges. Everyone worked very hard. With the cooperation of our
Editor, Darryl MacKenzie, a second essay will also be published in
our up coming Okanagan History, so watch for the fine work that the
students have done.

Respectfully submitted.
FINANCE RANDY MANUEL
The finance committee of the Okanagan Historical Society met on
February 14.
There are only 66 copies of #73 remaining (we printed 1,000).
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Without the help of the Okanagan Historical Society Executive
Council, and the Kelowna Branch OHS, the Bishop of Nelson, the
Okanagan Antique Power Club, the three Knights of Columbus
organizations, the four Catholic Women's League Councils, the
Regional District of the Central Okanagan, the City of Kelowna and
individual donors this site would not be what it is today. It is a
Provincial Heritage site worth visiting.
Respectfully submitted
HISTORIC TRAIL DAVID GREDGORY
I would like to thank the OHS Executive for allowing me to return
as Director-at-Large of the Historic Trails Committee.
In 2006, as a Centennial Project, Summerland created the "Fur
Brigade Trail Linear Park". This is a 4.1 km park located on the
northern border of the District of Summerland and extends 0.9 km
into the Central Okanagan Regional District. The District has a ten
year lease with the province for the use of these Regional District
lands for this linear park.
Many of the sections of the historic Okanagan Brigade Trail became
part of the Cariboo Trail in 1858 with the discovery of gold. Our
province celebrated the 150th anniversary of becoming a colony in
2008. With the assistance of MLA Rick Thorpe, two of the blue and
white Cariboo Gold Trail signs were installed at the intersection of
Highway 97 and Jones Flat Road in Summerland.
An interpretive sign, titled "The Cariboo Gold Trail" was erected on
Garnett Valley Road last week. The sign's information was based on
A.C. Anderson's map published in San Francisco in April 1858. This
map was used to assist California miners on their journey to our
province's "gold fields".
Last summer I was able to locate a "bridge" used as part of this trail
in Garnett Valley. The bridge is a series of large boulders that was
used to assist travelers crossing Aeneas Creek. Also last summer, the
great grand-daughter of A.C. Anderson and the great grandson of
Donald Manson contacted me inquiring about the Fur Brigade Trail
Linear Park.
Respectfully submitted.

246 OHS

OHS BUSINESS AND FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

FATHER PANDOSY ALICE LUNDY
We were able to hire a summer student for the 2009 year. Stefan
Reindal had worked for the committee in 2007 and since he had
been a hard worker we re-hired him. Along with his general duties,
he rebuilt the veranda entrance to the Christien House.
The school programmes and bus tours increased again this year.
The Okanagan Antique Power and Tractor Club show drew a great
crowd. The Kelowna Branch of the OHS looked after the entrance
gate . The branch sold a few of their 2009 Reports and some back
issues. This is a great way of presenting the local historical society to
the public.
The Kelowna Branch also provided the monies to have a protective
film put on the windows in the Christien House. This has made a big
difference in the house, it is much cooler and it also helps to protect
the contents of the house from fading.
The 5 year comprehensive plan has now been completed and when
money is available the suggested improvements will be completed.
The barn on the back property has been stabilized and now provides
some storage.
The site received a grant from the Kelowna Heritage Grants Program
to re-roof the caretakers quarters. Our caretaker, Chris Fabbi, and his
wife Karen, are certainly an asset to the site. They feel it is their back
yard, so to speak, and they treat it as such.
Our work party was held April 24th, with help provided by the
Okanagan Antique Power Club, the Knights of Columbus, the CWL,
and the Kelowna Branch OHS. The site is now ready for visitors from
around the world.
Our most important event this year is the August 7, 2010 Pioneer
day. Plans are well underway for this special 150th celebration of the
building of the Chapel and
the registration of the lands. At the moment we have procured funds
from the Heritage Grants Program of Kelowna for the publication of
a souvenir program. Partial payment for the event itself came from
the City of Kelowna Community Festival Events and Project Grant,
and some funding from the Bishop of Nelson. Crystal Przybille has
proposed a Marquette of Father Pandosy and to this end she has
procured some funds from the City of Kelowna. The bronze
sculpture would be placed on City owned property in the year 2012.
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OKANAGAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN CASH POSITION
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2009
Okanagan
Historical
Society
General
Account
CASH,JANUARY 1
Chequing Accounts

$

Term Deposits

2,846.46
45,526.19

TOTAL CASH, JANUARY 1

48,372.65 "

Father
Pandosy
Mission
Committee
Account

$ 63,050.31

63,050.31

Total
2009

Total
2008

$ 65,896.77 $ 45,697.89
45,526.19

41,843.34

111,422.96

87,541.23

EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF RECEIPTS OVER DISBURSEMENTS:
General Account
Five Year Restoration

TOTAL CASH, DECEMBER 31 $

3,011.77

(2,798.89)

212.88

6,587.78

-

(36,914.26)

(36,914.26)

17,293.95

3,011.77

(39,713.15)

(36,701.38)

23,881.73

51,384.42

$23,337.16

$74,721.58 $111,422.96

$23,337.16

$28,314.30 $ 65,896.77

CASH AS AT DECEMBER 31 CONSISTS OF:
Chequing Accounts

$

4,977.14

Investments (Note 3)

46,407.28

TOTAL CASH, DECEMBER 31 $

51,384.42
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46,407.28

45,526.19

$74,721.58 $111,422.96
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OKANAGAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

OKANAGAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 3 1 , 2009
ASSETS
2009

2008

$ 12,934.61
15,379.69
46,407.28

$ 13,602.82
52,293.95
45,526.19

74,721.58

111,422.96

56,000.00

56,000.00

$130,721.58

$167,422.96

NET ASSETS
$ 15,379.69

$ 52,293.95

56,000.00

56,000.00

71,379.69

108,293.95

59,129.01

52,541.23

CURRENT ASSETS
Cash
Operating Current
Deferred (Note 4)
Investments

PROPERTY
Land (Note 2)

DEFERRED REVENUE (Note 4)
INVESTED IN PROPERTY

UNRESTRICTED
Balance, beginning of year
Excess (deficiency) of receipts over
disbursements:
General
Father Pandosy Mission Committee

3,011.77
(2,798.89)

4,736.26
1,851.52

59,341.89

59,129.01

$130,721.58

$167,422.96

Balance, end of year

ON BEHALF OF THE BOARD
Director
Director
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GENERAL ACCOUNT
STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS (Continued)
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2009
2008

2009
DISBURSEMENTS
Expenses
Secretary
Treasurer

$10.82

$
336.95

$ 336.95

411.99

$ 422.81

Expenses Regarding Sales
O.H.S. Reports:
Editor's Honorarium
Printing
Shipping

2,000.00

2,000.00
12,434.80

9,539.81
873.57

943.65
15,378.45

12,413.38
Othe

-

Index

12,413.38

2,927.23

18,305.68

Donations and Transfers to Branches
Armstrong-Enderby
Kelowna
Penticton

100.00
571.00

-

Similkameen
Annual Meeting Fee
Advertising
Essay Contest
Father Pandosy Mission Committee
Insurance
Internet and Website
Office and Bank Charges
Professional Fees
Rentals - For Meeting
163.69
Rentals - Post Office Box
Sundry
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS
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136.50

200.00

671.00
505.14

875.00

1,075.00

-

375.00
784.00

410.00
336.00
1,000.00
500.00
1,109.00
414.20
25.00
765.00

500.00
1,109.00
414.20
152.10
775.00
181.50
300.19

131.25

312.75

80.56

35.00

$18,416.52

$24,710.44
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GENERAL ACCOUNT
STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2009
Reports

Index

2009

40.00
60.00

$ 1,384.00
3,156.00
1,308.00
1,256.00
1,880.00

2008

RECEIPTS
Memberships & Sales
ArmstrongEnderby
$ 1,344.00
Kelowna
3,096.00
Oliver-Osoyoos 1,308.00
Penticton
1,296.00
Salmon Arm
1,720.00
Vernon
1,926.00
Treasurer
4,945.00

$ 15,635.00

$

(40.00)
160.00
(160.00)

$

4,370.00
5,388.00

3,482.00

400.00

1,766.00
5,345.00

828.00
4,498.00
6,098.90

460.00

16,095.00

24,664.90

1,052.00
27.88
401.32

1,253.66
34.04

Other Receipts
Postage and Handling
U.S. Exchange
G.S.T Rebate
Donations From:
Kelowna Heritage Grant
for Index
General
Branches
Interest

$

$1,500.00
775.00
671.00

461.25

$

-

rso.o
2,946.00
906.09

1,075.00

1,825.00
1,207.85

TOTAL RECEIPTS

21,428.29

29,446.70

LESS TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS - Brought Forward

18,416.52

24,710.44

EXCESS OF RECEIPTS OVER DISBURSEMENTS

$ 3,011.77

$

4,736.26
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FATHER PANDOSY MISSION COMMITTEE
STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2009
GAMING ACCOUNT
2009
CASH AT THE END OF THE YEAR

$

2008

191.94

$

191.94

FIVE YEAR RESTORATION PLAN
2009
RECEIPTS
Regional District of the
Okanagan
DISBURSEMENTS
Environmental and
Directional Planning
Transfer to the General
Account
Blacksmith Shop
Tractor and clean up

2008

$ 35,000.00

$

$ 9,587.33

$

26,537.22
789.71
36,914.26

16,429.55
1,276.50

17,706.05

EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF RECEIPTS
OVER DISBURSEMENTS
TRANSFERRED TO (FROM)
DEFERRED REVENUE

(36,914.26)

17,293.95

CASH AND DEFERRED REVENUE,
BEGINNING OF YEAR

52,293.95

35,000.00

CASH AND DEFERRED REVENUE,
END OF YEAR

$15,379.69

$52,293.95
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FATHER PANDOSY MISSION COMMITTEE
STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 3 1 , 2009
GENERAL ACCOUNT
2008

2009
RECEIPTS
Federal Government $ 3,764.00
H.R.D.C.
Okanagan Historical Society
500.00
B.C. Charity Foundation
Donations
On Site
5,348.70
Kelowna Heritage Society 2,835.00
Knights of Columbus
& Catholic
Women's League
2,570.00
Other
60.56
G.S.T. Rebate
Transferred from Deferred
Revenue
TOTAL RECEIPTS

$

4,264.00

$

4,640.00

6,585.52
2,100.00

10,814.26
539.13

2,660.00
50.00

11,395.52
599.69

26,537.22

-

42,154.61

16,635.21

DISBURSEMENTS
Advertising
173.74
Insurance
2,570.00
Office
170.09
1,978.20
Rentals
2,940.72
Repairs - general
Repairs - buildings
and grounds
26,537.22
Security
348.60
Supplies
1,118.85
Utilities
2,877.13
6,238.95
Wages and benefits
Transfer to Gaming Account
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS

$ 3,640.00
500.00
500.00

348.29
2,570.00
150.86
1,321.95
1,029.64

382.20
781.92
2,135.53
$ 6,063.30

44,953.50

14,783.69

EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF RECEIPTS
OVER DISBURSEMENTS

(2,798.89)

1,851.52

CASH AT THE BEGINNING OF THE YEAR

10,564.42

8,712.90

$ 7,765.53

$10,564.42

CASH AT THE END OF THE YEAR
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SNAPSHOTS OF THE 2010

AGM

Lome Bradley, father of essay winner Ben Bradley,
with Rob Dale of the Armstrong - Enderby Branch
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OKANAGAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2009
NOTE 1

STATUS AND NATURE OF ACTIVITIES
The Society is a not-for-profit society registered under the Society Act of the
Province of British Columbia.

NOTE 2

BASIS OF PRESENTATION AND SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES
Revenue Recognition
The Society operates on the cash method of accounting.
Property
The land which was donated to the Society is recorded at fair market value at the
time of donation

NOTE 3

INVESTMENTS
The investments consist of the following:
Term Deposits:
investment certificate 3.45%, due March 5, 2010
Investment certificate 3.30 to 3.70%, due March 28, 2011
Investment certificate 1.25 to 4.50%, due March 11, 2012
Savings Account

$

9,310.50
8,635.04
5,560.83
22,900.91

$ 46,407.28
NOTE 4

DEFERRED REVENUE
In 2007 and 2008, theCentral Okanagan Regional District provided funding to the
Father Pandosy Mission Committee for a five year restoration plan. Unexpended
funds are being deferred until the completion of the restoration project.
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MEMBER ROLL
Burns, Larry & Sharon, Armstrong
Burtch, Mrs. Jose, Winfield
Campbell, Shirley & Kevin,
Armstrong
Cannings, Bette, North Vancouver
Carbert, Gordon, Penoka, Alberta
Carlson, Dennis, Coldstream
Casorso, Joan, Oliver
Catchpole, Diana, Delta
Chamberlain, Joan, Kelowna
Christensen, Rod, Royston
Chamberlain, Trevor, Guelph, ON
Chappell, Eileen, Kelowna
Charman, Barbara, Kelowna
Clarke, Ken, Kelowna
Clelland, Hartley, Penticton
Coe, Rita, Kelowna
Collett, Brenda & Basil, Kelowna
Collins, Karen, Penticton
Cooney Carol, Armstrong
Cooper, Ann, Penticton
Cornock, Colleen, Kelowna
Couldwell, Doreen, Armstrong
Cox, Shirley, Penticton
Crane, Margaret, Vernon
Crawford, B.J., Victoria
Crerar, Richard, Lethbridge, Alberta
Croft, Shannon, Kelowna
Crosby, Beryl, Victoria
Dale, Alec, Victoria
Dale, Darrell, Enderby
Dale, Marion, Enderby
Dangel, Mae, Mara
Davidson, Neil, Vernon
Davies, William, Keremeos
De Merchant, Dale, Oliver
Deadman, Tara, Armstrong
deMontreuil, John & Gay, Kelowna
Denison, Betty, Vernon
Detjen, Thelna, Okanagan Falls
Deuling, Leslie, Lumby
Dewdney Jim & Connie, Penticton
DeYoung, Audrey, Armstrong
Doeksen, Bessie & Rijn, Kelowna
Donnelly, Mike, Vernon
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Dornian, Mike, Kelowna
Douillard, Leo, Kelowna
Doyle, Michael, Kaleden
Dreaper, D.W., Vernon
Drinkwater, Michael, Edmonton,
Alberta
Duyvewaardt, E.E. & D.B., Kelowna
Eby Regan, Brighton, Massachusetts
Eichinger, Paul & Louise, Enderby
Enns, Dr. Peter, Kelowna
Ensign, Doreen, West Kelowna
Evans, Margaret, Grand Forks
Fallow, Herb & Dawn, Kelowna
Farmer, Joy, Vernon
Farries, Amanda & Robert,
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan
Ferguson, Patti, Armstrong
Findlay Ray, Kaleden
Fisher, Dorothy, Summerland
Fleming, Bill & Pauline, Kelowna
Fleming, John & Mary, Vernon
Forbes, Ken, Oliver
Forster, Beryl, Summerland
Foster, Sherril, Summerland
Fouracre, Linnea, Victoria
Fournier, Naomi, Enderby
Fraser, George, Osoyoos
Fraser, Hugh, Vernon
Gaddes, D. Boyce, Victoria
Gamble, Bruce & Carey, Green Bay,
Wisconsin
Gamble, Jen, Salmon Arm
Gamble, Len, Armstrong
Garrison, Elena & Keith, Calgary,
Alberta
Gaudard, Emilie, Salmon Arm
Georgeson, Joanne, Vernon
Gerlib, Shirley Enderby
Gillard, David, Ottawa, Ontario
Gillard, Irma, Enderby
Glaicar, Clarence, Armstrong
Goodfellow, Eric & Ruth, Princeton
Gordon, Jim, Abbotsford
Gorek, Enabelle, Summerland
Graham, Dave & Marie, Vernon
Green, Vicki, Vernon

MEMBERSH p ROLL

2010

LIFE MEMBERS
Bork, Elizabeth, Kaleden
Casorso, Joan, Oliver
Cowan, Joan, Enderby
Cowan, Robert, Enderby
Dale, Robert, Enderby
Dallas, Lionel, Osoyoos
Ellison, Kenneth, Oyama
Finch, Charles, Keremeos
Finch, Hildred, Keremeos
Gamble, Jessie Ann, Armstrong
Gorek, Enabelle, Summerland
Hayes, Robert, Kelowna
Lewis, Dorothea, Osoyoos

Lundy, Alice, Kelowna
MacDonald, David, Penticton
Macinnis, Denis, Kelowna
Manuel, Randy, Penticton
Marriage, Robert, Kelowna
Marshall, Denis, Salmon Arm
Morrison, Jack, Vernon
Roberts, Dan, Oliver
Tassie, Elizabeth, Vernon
Tassie, Peter, Vernon
Thomson, Gifford, Kelowna
Webber, Jean, Victoria
Zoellner, Dorothy, Kelowna

MEMBERS OKANAGAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Abel, Don, Westbank
Adam, Charley, Kelowna
Agar, Mr. & Mrs. G., Vernon
Allen, Herb, Penticton
Allen, Mrs. B., Langley
Ambil, Diane, Salmon Arm
Anderson, Carmen, West Vancouver
Anderson, Dr. Robert & Linda,
Kelowna
Andrews, Beverley, Vancouver
Appel, Jack, Kelowna
Appel, Wally & Hilary, Kelowna
Arcand, Pat, Kelowna
Arsenault, Theresa, Westbank
Arychuk, Daryl, Salmon Arm
August, Helen, Kelowna
Bailey, Joan, Varnon
Bailey, Mary (Ellison), Armstrong
Baird, Norm, Maple Ridge
Baker, Murray, Westbank
Baldock, Elva, Peachland
Barman, Dr. Jean, Vancouver
Barnay Marylin & Jim, Penticton
Baron, Peter, Kamloops
Baumbrough, Shelley, Armstrong
Bawtree, Alfred, Celista

Bawtree, Len, Enderby
Bayliss, Pat, Vernon
Beaton, Mr. & Mrs., Melville,
Saskatchewan
Bednarz, Wilf & Reta, Armstrong
Ben-Hamida, Linda, Kelowna
Benzer, Kaye & Ernie, Kelowna
Bews, Marion, Kelowna
Bews-Croft, Shannon, Kelowna
Bifano, Betty, Armstrong
Bigney Jeanette, Enderby
Blackburne, Kelowna
Blomquist, Sharon, Eagle Bay
Bodden, Deanna & Clarence, Vernon
Bolton, Eleanore, Enderby
Bork, John, Kaleden
Bosomworth, Ruth, Armstrong
Bostock, Ann & Ray, Kelowna
Bridger, Steve, Richmond
Briscall, Margaret, Vancouver
Broderick, Fred, Kelowna
Brooke, Gary, Salmon Arm
Brown, Rondeau, Kelowna
Bulach, Eleanor & Nick, Kelowna
Burns, Donna, Armstrong
Burns, Judy & Jim, Vernon
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MEMBER ROLL
Luttmerding, Mary, Kelowna
MacCrimmon, Sonja, Lake Country
MacDonald, Elvie, Penticton
MacDonald, Jesse, Summerland
MacDonald, Richard & Denise,
Summerland
Macinnis, Alison, Surrey
Macinnis, Lee, Mission
Macinnis, Rob, Surrey
Macinnis, Tom, Moose Jaw,
Saskatchewan
Mackie, Dr. Richard, Cowichan Bay
MacPherson, Don & Jean, Enderby
Maki, Richard, Salmon Arm
Mallory Margaret, Vernon
Marshall, Alma, Armstrong
Marshall, Anne & Gordon, Kelowna
Marshall, Jane, Kelowna
Marshall, Kathleen, Kelowna
Martin, Karlene, Westbank
Mason, Gladys, Coldstream
Mason, Tye, Coldstream
Matheson, George, Vernon
Maw, David, Armstrong
Maw, Vi & Glen, Armstrong
May, Ken, Vernon
May, Shelley, Vernon
Mayhead, J.W, Aukland, New
Zealand
Mazur, Steve, Enderby
McBride, Patricia, Armstrong
McCann, Leonard, Vancouver
McCoubrey Patricia, Winfield
McKechnie, John, Armstrong
McKechnie, R.G., Armstrong
McKeen, Ray & Carol, Armstrong
McKenzie, Mr. & Mrs. Ron, Kelowna
McLarty, Lorainne, Kelowna
McLaughlin, Kathleen & Dal,
Princeton
McMaster, Denis, Salt Spring Island
McMechan, Paul & Lynette,
Lake Country
Meggait, Marin & Gerry, Armstrong
Moisey, Margaret, Kelowna
Monford, Ken & Meryle, Grand Forks
2 5 8 OHS

Monteith, Doug, Penticton
Moor, Donald, Armstrong
Moor, Marilyn, Armstrong
Moore, Val, Kelowna
Morgenstern, Dave, Penticton
Mori, Min, Kelowna
Morrison, Miss E., Vernon
Morrison, Mr. & Mrs. J., Vernon
Morrison, Mr. & Mrs. D., Castlegar
Mulvihill, Charles, Kelowna
Munroe, Randy, Armstrong
Naylor, E.E., Victoria
Neave, Carney, Kelowna
Neave, Greg, Fort St. John, BC
Neave, Paddy, Duck Lake,
Saskatchewan
Neden, Ron, Armstrong
Neilson, Beth, Vernon
Nelson, Muriel, Armstrong
Nitchie, Bob & Marylee, Armstrong
Noakes, Estelle, Enderby
Norlin, Diane, Armstrong
North, Jay, West Kelowna
Nourse, Willard, Kelowna
Nye, Diane, Enderby
Oberle, William, Armstrong
Ohs, Judy, Kelowna
Osborn, June, Vernon
Oswell, Michael, Victoria
Overton, Russ, Okanagan Falls
Parker, Malcolm & Mollie,
Salmon Arm
Parsons, Pat, Salmon Arm
Patricia Philpott, Kelowna
Patterson, Gordon, Vernon
Paull, Glen & Lynn, Armstrong
Peacock, Paul, Armstrong
Peebles, Jack, Saltspring Island
Peters, Ken, Vernon
Peterson, Alf, Salmon Arm
Peterson, K., Armstrong
Pinder, Monica, Beverley, England
Powell, Eileen, North Vancouver
Powell, Lorraine, Enderby
Price, Len, Armstrong
Raboch, Alvin, Enderby

MEMBER ROLL
Greene, Ronald, Victoria
Greenwood, Ian, Kelowna
Grierson, Andrew, Kelowna
Grieve, Laura, Kelowna
Griffin, Ken, Armstrong
Griffin, Merle, Westbank
Griffith, Linda, Salmon Arm
Guiltenane, Peter & Rose-Mary
Vernon
Guttridge, Bill, Peachland
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