
Yule Spirit Moves in 
ms Mkk&m^ 
: Tho whirlwind of shopping, gift-
wrapping and card mailing Wed­
nesday afternoon vanished as fast 

HB it had come, and made way fat 
: Christmas. 

In Nelson and district, a* in most 
: parts ,of the world, the merry 
I making, feasting and commemora-
.rtlon of Christ's birth was begln-
|.rnlhg.. 

-.Businesses, their stocks depleted 
fepy one of the biggest buying sprees 
,»r many a Christmas, closed for a 

[two-day holiday. A few, however, 
1*111 observe a holiday lasting Until 
|:»ext Week. , '•".•.'. 

Less lucky are employees of the 
reesentla] services, the telegraph and 
I radio men, the bus drivers,and tele-
Ijhone operators who will keep the 
I transportation and communication 
JBnes flowing. ..•.'• 

.The Christmas dinner, with tur-
IJiey and all the trimmings, will,, of 
l*ourse,' he the traditional fare ln 
| households Christmas Day. 

1 :flr will be the same at institutions 
Ijwch as Kootenay Lake General 
IrBpspttal, Mount St. Francis infirm-
I ary and Nelson Hostel for Aged 
IJIen. The pleasures of gift-opening 
land feasting will be theirs as much 
(as everyone else's. 

: Prisoners; jn, Nelson Jail (there 
lare more df them than usual at 
IChristmas) copie in for slightly-
Irjeiaxed rules: on Christmas Day. 
MJieir turkey and plum pudding 
Idinner will be served at noon, their 
|radio wiH he allowed on most, of 

the,day, and "they will open gifts 
from.friends and relatives, r. 
-The Salvation Ariny will vteit the 

prisoners, and conduct carol sing­
ing.-
••' Several chUrche* were to hold 
midnight, services; arid Christmas 
Day services to sound Christmas 
music, and repeat the message of 
"peace on earth, goodwill toward 
men." ) . - .,••-•• 

Trucking Firm 
Suedfor 
Worker's Death, 

CHICAGO (AFX — A suburban 
trucking firm has been su'ed for 
$30,000 under- the Illinois Dram 
Shob Act on the claim that an of­
fice Christmas' party resulted in 
the death of an employee, 
. The suit charges that John Flem­
ing, 45, became intoxicated at an 
office party last Christmas Eve, 
shortly befpre he was burned to 
death In his automobile. Fleming's 
widow and daughter each' ask 
$18i000 damages 

Thp aiiit contends that anyone 
who makes a "gift or sale" of an 
alcoholic beverage is liable for suit 
if a person injures himself as a 
result of drinking the liquid. The 
Dram Shop Act put* *uch liability 
upon liquor dealew. 

Sees Tremendous Advances in Ail 
OTTAWA (CP) — Canada's em-

Iphasis on ' air power' ts pointed tip 
l in the 1952 growth and activity of 
Ittto RCAF os a modern, jet-equipped 
fair orm with operations already 

! from the F.-.r East to the 
foontlnent of Jlurope. 

' ' "_£#. %,;.M.iTO^:o(» -ihreer 
rm^pttyssm, RCAFeipan-
i is faster than any other service. 

i jpom la well on the. way, with new 
Jttdrons Coming into being, new: 

training stations opened, strength 
" (built up and a radar network 
ns established. ' 

j There have been some hitches, 
{for Instance, deliveries of some of 
he Jets have been behind schedule, 
"he RCAF feot its first Canadian-
designed and Canadian-built all-

pihet fighter, the CF100, behind 
dule this year and has yet to 
I its first CF100 squadron. 

But more and more of its other 
Irst-llne operational plane — the 

p88 Sabre jets—are being delivered 
ilorig with the T3S jet trainers. The 
Babres and th,e CFlOOs are being 
puilt in Canada, and T33 also will 

> producedln this country later. 

Sl'o PROGRAM 
The RCAF plan calls for., a-41-

Iquadron' Air Force, including re-
|erves and the 12 fighter squadrons 

«da is cdhuhitted to base in 
irope for the North Atlantic 

'defence force by the spring 
H954.Three arealready there and 
iree other? are based Jn England; 

| . The Air Force now has about 30 
quadrons all told. ;' 

[? The personnel target is 50,000. In 
.052 strength grew from 20,500 to 

estimated 38,500, including 3000 

flight of jets aero* <heAtlantic for' 
the first time. . •'.•'. . '.':;'...'; 

Later three -more Sabre squadS 
rons flew over to be based st­
ores Tenquln, France*'near .Mete 
- the first RCAF plane* based M 
the continent aince 1948. V 
2^e,'Gros,:Teaoi_iii''rbaa>' ta ' ! 'S 
first of four on the, continent which 
will forrtr Canada's ^-squadron' 
air- diyisito NATO cbhtrlbu|iqtt.' 
Construction work. now Is uhder' 
way at two other bases and nego­
tiations-are proceeding in connec­
tion with a fourth site.. 

Continental headquarters now la 
at Paris but will later mrfve to 
Metz under Air Vice Marshal Hugh 
L. Campbell, Salisbury, N.B, who 
will command the. Sir division. 

These operations;In England and 
on the continent'resulted in a flow 
of air force men overseas almost 
reminiscent of wartime. .Some 2500 
RCAF personnel now are overseas 
and other drafts: continue to go. 

At'homethe Alr-rFbrce announc­
ed formation of -.foitt new regular 
force squadrons'/during the year. 
Three were SalW,aquadrons and 
the other waa a Lancaster-equip­
ped Maritime squadron. A fifth 
Sabre squadron was set to come 
into being early, injanuary. 
" Training continued to increase, 
including that of airmen\from Bri­
tain, Norway, Denftiark, • Belgium, 
France, Italy and Holland. Canada 
is training these. aircrew as part 
of her NATO aid.r 

Maritime squadrons were kept 
busy during the year. They took 
part in a humber of NATO exer­
cises at home and overseas, flew 
ice reconnaissance in the north-
land and escorted naval supply 

omen now being recruited into the missions to arctic weather stations. 
regular force. Some of them will go 
pverseas. 

The RCAF still has.its No. 428 
quadron on tbe Korean airlift. In 
' i two years the squadron has logg-

' more than 25,000 flying hours, 
irried 5,000,000 pounds of'freight 
rii 10,000 passengers, many of them 
rounded from Korea. 
Canadian fighter pilots are get-

"n£ operational experience with the 
pnited States Air Force units in 
Korea. By the end of this year 13 
[ICAF pilots had seen service there 

'Six months, flying Sabres, they 
|iave been credited with a total of 

ht kills of enemy planes in aerial 
nbat. 

I'Perhaps the RCAF's most spec-
"&t job of the year wa> its mass 

The search and rescue air arm 
carried out many life-saving duties 
during the year. The arm now in­
cludes -'para pets" — nurses trained 
as parachutists to jump to bring 
aid wherever needed. 

Air and ground personnel were 
in England takjng familiarization 
training, readying themselves for" 
delivery of two jet Comet aircraft. 
These aircraft will be delivered 
next year and the Canadian crews 
will fly them to Canada where they 
will be U6ed for training purposes. 

The air force will get a new chief 
early in 1953. Air Vice Marshal C. 
Roy Slemon, who now heada train­
ing command at Trenton, will '-suc­
ceed Air Marshal W. A. Curtis as 
chief of the air staff when Curtis 
retires at the end of January. 
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Pilgrims Throng 
Bethlehem Road; 
No Room in Inns 
'. 2 • ' , . ' V ' • » ' ' . ' . ' • ' ' ' . ' ' • ' '.: ,.2." " ' ' .* 

• -BETHIJEHEM '(AP)—By the thousands'the faithful 
came to Bethlehem Wednesday and onoe more, as it was 
on the first Christmas nearly 2000 years ago, there was no 
room atthe inn. •':' 

• •. for There Was No Room in the Inn 
POLICE CtfTCH t w o 
MORE ESCAPEES 

AHLINGTON,",Ore, (AP).- Two 
more 'of the tunnel-escape Walla 
Walla convicts were caught here 
today as they pulled Into a service 
station in a stolen car., r.: r.'i j 

Harold Coe, 22, murderer, and 
Merril Case, burglar, were nabbed 
by two state patrolmen who drove 
Into the station behind them, they 
put up no fight. - , . - : ,-. < 

Monday night Portland police ar­
rested the -first of the seven who 
gained their freedom early that .day 
by' tunnelling under the wall. 

CURTIS' HEALTH IMPROVINO 
LONDON (CP) L, Air Marshal WJ 

A. Curtis' was erpprtec "conjfor-
table" today by Westminster Hospi­
tal.- The last bulletin on the Air 
Marshal said he was "improving 
satisfactorily" from two abdominal 
operations. 

[7,667 Bags of Christmas Mail 
•o Nelson; 237fi00 Local tetters 

T.One of the busiest centers in 
pelson for the two weeks prior to 
pristmas was Nelson Post Office. 
1 Since Dec. 10, 17,667 bagsr"bf out-
|oing mail have been sorted—some 

more.than a year ago and a 
ew high in mail movement here. 

| A visit to the post office during 
ish hours shows citizens lined, up 

parcel post and stamp wickets 
Raiting their turn to send their 
hristmas mall 

[In back, postmen and mall filled 
available apace as regular and 

Imporary staff worked to ensure 
Jelivery on time. 
["Luckily it goes out as fast as it 
pmes in," Postmaster W, G. Hall 

said Tuesday night when asked how 
they accommodated the mbmentous 
influx of mail and parcels.' 

Stamp sales climbed $400 over 
last year's total; during the rush 
period. 

Peak day wa* last Wednesday,' 
Dec. 17, when the office was 
Crowded with 33000 outgoing' letr 
ters and five or six times that many 
incoming and meter-mailed letters,' 
(cards, etc., previously stamped). 

During the past 10 days'237,000 
local, letter* were sent out. 
DOUBLE STAFF 

Post office staff was increased 
from 25 regular employeestto 55 to* 

cope with rush conditions. 
Every letter In the office wa* 

stamped and delivered by Christmas 
Eve leaving no mail to arrive a day 
or two late. 

Post office wickets will be closed 
Christmas Day, the post master ex­
plained, but the lobby will-be open 
until 8 p.m. Boxing Day stamps and 
general delivery wicket* will be 
open from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
, Tho public, post office officials 
declared, cooperated well in mail­
ing their cards and parcels early. 
Without that help, mail would not 
have been cleaned up by Christmas 
Eve ahd many would have been 
disappointed Christmas morning. 

Traffic Deaths 
llpinB. C. 

VICTORIA' - (CP)-Traffic deaths 
in British Columbia have increased 
2A per cent ;lnthe-first. 10. months, of 
1952 compared *jwtBe sa"m'e 'period 
in..1951, the Motor-Vehicle branch 
reported today. ':'•' ';, , , , 

A! total ot',15,800 accidents; ah' In­
crease of 3.7 per cent over last yesf, 
was .recorded.,'but there wa~s a' 9.1 
per cent boost in the nuniber of 
registered Wiicles.'ir,-' : ' ': 

Injuries to persons totalled 5,446, 
.'anlnerease o|t S^percent^Properri 
damage totalled $4,734,040, an in­
crease Of $461,611 or 10.7 per cent. 

North Stdr Brings 
Korean Soldiers ; 
Home for Holiday 

EDMONTON (Cp>—An RCAF 
North Star arrived today with 
Korean.'.war - -wounded home for 
'Christmas. . 

Five soldiers were dropped off at 
Edmonton and the plane continued 
to Toronto, Ottawa, Montreal and 
Halifax. 

Dropped off here were two Ed-
montlans, Pte! D. B. Jackson and 
Cpl. L.tG. Dolan.'and two bound for 
Regina and one for Calgary. • A 
Dakota was to take the.latter to 
Calgary and Hegiha. The • Calgary, 
soldier is. a -litter case, Sgt. R.: A. 
Prentice. For Reglna are Pte. A. G: 
Cheke, a-stretcher rcase'and' Sgt W. 
Trlpple. " '•':' " 

DOLLAR DOWN ' . 
NEW YTRK W3P) - The Cana­

dian dollar -..-as 1/32 cent lower at 
a premium of 3% per cent ln terms 
of U.S. funds today." The pound 
sterling waa Vi higher at $2.81. 

Chetwynnd Drops 
Arbitration Flatni V-'! 
In Herring Dispute 
.VANCOUVER (CP) -Fisheriei, 

Minister Jtalph i Chetwynd, it was 
reported here today, has abandoned 
a government plan to arbitrate the 
prices dispute in the herring indus-

. A report from Victoria said Mr. 
Chetwynd had dropped the plan. -. 
"' The'fiBliei'ineu iiad'sbught.arbitra-: 
tion, aiteT j rejecting'"a- final price' 
offer from the B.C. 'Fisheries Asso­
ciation,' ,; -'' '•"; : *. •'; 
'-'A- statement • from the Fisheries 
Association' today saî :-; - -
• "The operators are un'aniihoua in 
theri judgment that it would be im­
possible for them to operate: an ;̂ ob­
tain finances, for the fishing in­
dustry in the future if compulsory 
arbitration were to be. forced upon 
ffi«n-''v - •-. .- '":•• 
r: "That being the ease, arbitration 
should be dropped as a subject fbr 
discussion since it merely. gets in 
the way of a return to,the long 
established practice of direct ne­
gotiations.'" , L •': 

There was no immediate comment 
from union -representatives. 

The operators' finil offer is $5.50 a 
ten, about $1 less than their previous 
offer.' Fishermen: 'want last year'* 
price, $8.60 â  ton. V 

.•VICTORIA ( C P ) . - Alexander 
Blackwood, Q. C, 76, an outstanding 
authority on Canadian-cons^tution-
al law and former deputy atrtorney-
general of Saskatchewan, died at his 
rhome'here.'. .. . ; 

Mr. Blackwood was deputy-att-
torney-general of Saskatchewan 
from 1030 until 1947 when he re­
tired and moved to Victoria, j''-; ; 

Born in Scotland, he came to Ca­
nada in 1013, Ee is survived by his 
widow and a son, Thomas Alexan­
der of Victoria. 

Washington U 
Tackle. Histamine 

By ALTON L. ;BLAK,E,S(.EE 

. :ST. LOUIS' (AP) -The.bad boy 
of allergies, ( histamine,' is being 
tracked:dojro,at Washington Uni­
versity medical, school.. 
•• It'r -histamine that raises Cain 
when you breath in pollens or eat 
foods or get .anything else; alleg-
.gens that give you allergies. The 
pollen or. other allergen damages 
some body cells: The damage lets! 
ristamine escape from Its prison 
within those cells to cause the snee­
zes, swellings, hives, or other'trou­
bles of .allergies, Allergic people 
teke anti-histaminea to counteract 
"thehistamine.* :'' *•.2 • •- ... , 

How and Why histamine gets itito 
certain body cell* is not known. Nor 
la.it, known how pollens or foods 
or other'allergens manage to dam­
age such cells in allergic people. 
: The histamine studies are directed 
by Dr. Helen Tredway Graham, as: 
soclate .professor of pharmacology. 

Using sensitive methods of meas­
urement, her tearn has'learned that 
most of the histamine in blood is 
carried by two kln<b.of white blood 
cells; One is the basophils which. 
are rich lh histamine, but few hv 
number. Second is the neutrophils 
which are >not 130th'a* rich in his­
tamine as their neighbors the baso­
phils, but outnumber them .more 
than 50 to 1 in normal blood. , 

Basophils account' for only one 
per.cent of die white cells in heal­
thy persons. 'TWO' other kinds of 
white cells, neutropphils and lym-r 
iphpcyte*, • alto carry. some hisa-
mine, Dr. Graham determined. 

The amount of histamine norm­
ally ln the blood is low. Much more 
la carried by cells in body tissues, 
and detecting these cella is the next 
step, 

. Arab Ind Israeli -border guards 
relaxed- their frontier regulations to 
let the pilgrima approach tbe holy 
placea'pf'C.hiiisflanity; The thou-
sajidsrof visitors filled every room 
and -Very'bed in the: hotel*, hostels 
and pensions of the'section of Jer­
usalem, BetMdhem, Jericho- and Ra-
maliaij.. ... ""*. ; •, ' ', 
r At g aA:' Wednesday 'the Mandel-

WauittrGate'into the Israeli part of 
Jerusalem' opened, toiadmit 1,200 
Arab Christians who live in Israel. 
They had'special permission to visit 
relatives on the Arab 'side of the 

frontier dividing tbe'Holy Ciiy and 
to attend Christmas services tonight. 
They must be back ln Iprael by 
Christmas night; '• "'•'• '.'-y: .* -'• 

Hundreds pf foreign.pilgrims also 
came through Israel and the Mend-
elbaum Gate They will not be al­
lowed to return home .through the 
Jewish state, however.. i ; 

Like the three wise men of long 
ago,- the pilgrims today pressed to­
ward Bethlehem. Tonight a brightly 
gleambing star atop the Churcb of 
the Nativity will lead .these — a* an­
other star led the magi—to the birth-
pla"ee of the holy child. 

-^rrwra,," ; . . j .'.^-r..-, r •,. . .i •; .., '-.•.:. r ;;v,,i .-. 

J^^^^-Qon^(^ 
-'MmHWrntHA*)' Lt- The. 
VpttAA-mmW^-PPrtiii.ma "to-' 
day that failure to unlook flight-
control . meohonlsms caused the 
ora»h of. the «-124 etrOraft at 
Mose* Lake, Wash., last Satur­
day In which 87 person* were 
killed. 

It was history'* worst air dlo-
aater. . ; ' • ' * ' ' , ' 
A , wei^al inveatigating board 

headed by Maj.-Gen. Victor Bert-
randlas, deputy lnspector-feeneral 
for the a\ir Force, made a report 
on the cause to Air Force head­
quarter*, today. • •-•"•' ... 

An Air Force amipuncement. said: 
fThtt C-124 has one mechanical 

control handle which locks four 
separate controls — the Uirottles, 
elevators, aileron* andr rudder — 
when the plane la parked on the 

ground. •• All• ,of' these .controls are 
'UfllocKed'by The "eontrol handle 
through Its complete travel area. 
' "Indications are that in this case 
the control handle Was moved 
partly but not completely through 
it* fyU travel before the takeoff 
and, aa 'a result, the throttle waa 
unlocked, permitting power to be 
applied; while surface control locks 
remained in a locked position. The 
investigation-established that'tho 
elevator and rudder control sUr-
facea were In the loeked position 
prior to the impaot.... ' 

"The Air Force's air research and 
development command haa been 
direoted to work on further devel­
opment «f a method to prevent the 
throttles being unlocked unless the 
surface controls have been un­
locked." r- > 
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CKLN Will Broadcast 
Queen's Yule Message 

The- Queen's Christmas 
message to t h e Coiwrjoii-
wealth will t»e 'broadcast over 
GKLN at 7 a.m. Christmas 
Day and will be repeated 
again at 7:10 ip the evening. 
!;iiiiiil!iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinii:ii 

CPR Diner Workers 
Get Wage Hike 

OTTAWi (CP) - - A wage.iu-
crease bf seven per cent plus seven 
cents an ..hour was recommended 
unanimously by a conciliation 
board of dining, buffet and' cafe 
car employees and members of the 
Brotherhood of Railway Trainmen-
employed ' by Canadian Pacific 
Railway, the Labor Department an­
nounced tod,ay. 

The three-man board «j>lit on re.-
commehdattons for the number of 
hours of wbrk a month before over­
time is paid. The chairman, James 
Stitt of Ottawa, and the brother­
hood representative, W. G. Currie 
of Regina, recommended time and 
a half .after 208 hours. 

The company representative, C. 
W. Rayfield of Montreal, recom­
mended no change in present rates 
Whjeh provide time and a half 
after. 240 hours. 

theN board was investigating a 
dispute over the brotherhood's re­
quest for wage, Increases of 35 per 
Cent, an escalator clause for an in­
crease of one cent an hour for each 
point rise in the cost-of-living 
index and time and a half after 208 
hours a month. 

The board said the escalator 
dauae waa pot warranted under 
present conditions. 

SOVIET SHIPS BUTTER 
TO EAST GERMANY 

MOSCOW (AP) — Russia will 
send an emergency ahipment of 
7100 tone of butter to help East 
Germany over ita food crisis, the 
East German government announc­
ed today. Western experts this 
month predicted famine by drought 
In East Germany by spring unless 
large relief supplies reached the 
country from outside. 

R.Oewarf . 
Pramlnefif / j 

rDies 
VANCOUVER (CP) - Robert 

Holden (Pat) Stewart, TO, died et 
his home here Tuesday. 

Well known In mining circles 
across Canada, Mr. Stewart was a 
former manager Of Consolidated 
Mining and Smelting Company for 
several years and active in mink 
•Operations of various iypes in the 
Kootenay. 

. Mr., Stewart,' a graduate of'McGill 
University, came to the Kootenay 
in the late 90s. In 1906 be was op-
pointed manager of mines for Con­
solidated Mining and Smelting and 
in 1916 consulting engineer for the 
company..'.- . • - ' ; 

He was born in St John. N.B,, and 
spent his early years in English 
schools.: On graduation he won the 
Governor General medal in 1896 and 
two years later, came to Rossland 
where he surveyed the LeRoi mine, 
once one of the world's largest gold 
producers. The following year he 
left the district travelling through 
the U.S.,and.Eastern Canada. Later 
that year he bagan work with the 
CPR mines department and invest!- • 
gated the Crowsnest coal develop­
ment. 

In 1910 he was promoted to gen­
eral manager. He left the Smelter 
City in 1917, to become actively en­
gaged in mining-metalurgical.wOTk. 
at the coast. 

He is survived by his widow, three 
daughters, and a son, John Stewart, 
of Kimberley.' 

Under, his general management-, 
ship, the company made a start on 
the Sullivan operations atSKim-'-
berley. He was a former president 
of the Canadian Institute of Mining 
and Metallurgy and was made a 
life member of the Institute in 1945. 

CANADIAN SERVICEMEN ! 
CHRISTMAS ABROAD 

OTTAWA (CP) - About 15.000 
Canadian servicemen will spend. 
Christmas abroad this year, the big­
gest number since the Second World 
war. 

1 
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