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OTTAWA, Dec. 5 (CP) •*- Lt.-Col. Hugues Lapolnte, Lib
eral Member for Lorbiniere Constituency In Quebec, iaid to
night in the Commoni he will vote against the Government's 
confidence motion because off"" 
his opposition to conscription 
for overseas. 

In a speec which held the Home 
In rapt attenvioru Col. LaPointe, 
son of the l i te Ernist LaPointe, for-
tier Juitlce Miniiter, u l d he would 
tupport the anti-conscription am
endment moved by Joseph Jean (L-
Montreal-Mercier) end could not 
vote confidence ln a government 
which broke Us, pledt.es. 
,: "I do not see now I cin vote with 
the government on the main motion 
, Hereby expressing confidence ln 
the government, ilnce I cannot dis
sociate from It the order-ln-coun-
cil," u id Col. LaPointe, who took 
tart In the heavy fighting ln 
Trance, following the invasion ind 
who since his return to Canada 
three weeki igo haa been appointed 
to held • support battalion of the 
|French-speaklng Chaudiere Regim-
lW-t 

t
Son of the mm who wai Prime 

linister Mackenzie's closest friend 
nd colleague until his deith three 

years ago, Col. LaPointe told Mr. 
|__ing the people of M> constituency 
printed no other min as prime min
ister "but they cannot forget the 
breaking of a pledge they hold sac
red." 

Cel. LaPointe uld h i w u net 
satisfied thlt thl lending of IS,-
000 home defence troopi oveneai 
WU necessary er would help the 
men I t the front No commmder 
would t i k i hit experienced fight
ers Mrt of the line ind put In 
Inexperienced men who were un
willing ne matter how well train
ed; Those mm i t thi front would 
"kup plugging on." 

If Canadians In Canada could 
net achieve a community of spir
it end learn to understand oni an
other better,' thl aufferlnga and 
sacrifices pf thi men i t the front 
might hi In vain. 

In hli own platoon of Le Regi
ment de Chaudlere on D-day he 
lost half hli men. He got r-liiforcc 
menti trom the Que_n« Own Rifles 
of Toronto, the Regina rifles md 
the North Shore Kegiment of New 
Brunswick. The boat carrying hli 
own regiments' reinforcements did 
not arrive. — 

"That Bight, there were no dif
ference! of race, creed ar color on 
the beeches of Normapdy," he uid. 

North) i he next apeaker u ld CoL 
LaPolnte's ipeech was l ike a breath 
ot truh air efter most of the stuff 
We have listened k todiy." 

CoL LaPointe who followed T. 
G. Senderton (L-Perth) md Oeorge 
Black (PC-Yukon) after the night's 
sitting opened, n ld the voluntary 
method w u the only method to ob
tain in efficient army under Cana
dian condltloni. 

He u l d he hid been elected u i 
Liberal candidate and the Liberal 
Party hid u id there would not be 
conicription for overseas. He could 
not go back on the word he hid 
l iven hli people, especially when he 
w u not convinced the order-in-
council to send men overseas was 
necessary for victory md for the 
security of Canada. 

In taking his position he did not 
feel hi w u • "deserter" my more 
than thou memben who had failed 
to lupport sufficiently the voluntary 
•yttem. 

Hi did net ehillinge thi cour
age ef drafteei. There w u no mon
opoly ef courage en the battle-
front, "although there appears to 
-be here In Canada," 

Th in wen "zombies" In the 
services In Canidi and In the 
forces ef other countries as well 
U In the home defence Army. 

He siked memben of the House 
te visualize themselves In a silt 
tnneh, fighting for their lives, 
and think what sort ef mm they 
would prefer to hive with them, 
• min there beeauae h« wanted 
te tight, or a man there because 
a government puwd an order-

., "Harry Leader (L-Portage L i Pral 
fie) u id he h u always been ln fa 
vor of conscription. He proposed to 
vote against the government but 
•wished them luck." 

A Denis (L-Montreal St-Denli) 
proposed to vote for the inti-con-
icrlptlon amendment and vote 
against the main motion of confid
ence. 

A charge that the government lo 
discriminating against men who 
have volunteered In Inducements 
offend te home defence troopi 
te volunteer now ww mide by 
John Diefsnbikir (PC-Lake Cen
tre.) 

Mr. Dlefenbaker ssld representa
tions were being msde to N.H.M.A. 
then al Ottawa, Ont., military camp 
thlt if they volunteer now they will 
hive their date of enlistment set 
hick six months; that they will 
be given the volunteer service med
al sfter 1] months Instesd of sfter 
the ususl IS months voluntary ser
vice and that N.R MA. non-commls-
Sioned officers will be confirmed in 
their ranks 

Mr. Dlefenbaker w u followed by 
Arthur Sleght (L-Parry Sound) 
Who accused the Progreulve Con
servative Party of trying to ride two 
horses on the conscription Issue ind 
called Iti leader, John Bracken, "tl-
morons" 

Thli was followed by a brisk ex
change of Interruptions aa Gordon 
jOnydon, Progreulve Conservative 
House Leader, trying to reply on a 

•ques t ion .of privilege, said Mr 
Hf__(h* was Indulging In "the. rough 

and tumble of peicetlme polltlci" 
md called on Hughes Cleaver CL-
Halton), one of hla interrupten, to 
"come out from behind the barn." 

Mr. Gnydon never completed hb 
question of privilege but took Ml 
K i t after being interrupted several 
times. He u ld it w u the "first 
time the House had refuied him • 
heirlng." 

. Mr. Slight bued hil assertion on 
the Progressive Coniervative int
endment calling for making ill N. 
R.M.A. men iv i l l ib le for aervice In 
any theitre of wir and • subsequent 
ipeech by Hon. R. B. Hanson (PC-
York-Sunbury) ln which- he uld: "I 
am not including Japan as one of 
thou theatres of war because thit 
ll another question." 

At the time, u ld Mr. Slight, John 
Bracken, Nit lonil Leader, w u "hid
ing behind the gallery clock," but 
neither he nor Mr. Hanson, who 
•poke u Acting House Leader, had 
made my clarification. 

Mr. Slaght u l d he cime to Ot
tawa prepared to vote against the 
government if lt did not take ac
tion to tend reinforcement! over
i eu . He w u satisfied, however, 
thit Prime Miniiter Mackenzie 
King md the government hid tak
en Uie right course u d thit reln
forcementi would be inured. He 
would vote with the government 
Ha bid full confidence ln Gen. Mc
Naughton. 

Other ipeaken during the after
noon lifting were Armand Choquet
te (BP-Stanstead) #ho u id hli par
ty w u oppoied to my form of 
conicription md to would vote 
against the government; and Hon. 
Dr. H. A. Bruce (PC-Toronto Park-
dale) who wanted a change of gov
ernment md m election. 

Dr. Bruce u id Canadlani wantec 
all-out UM of manpower. 

Mr. Dlefenbaker also'delved Intc 
his history when he arguid thit 
conscription hid been the law of 
Canada In the mllltla Mt since 
1868 md thit thi law hid bun 
framed by French-Canadian min 
latere. H i uld thl Mllltla Act pro 
vlded that when men called out 
wera placed en service outilde 
Canada parliament should be call
ed. He noted that parliament new 
WM proceeding much si It would 

: have dene tf action were taken 
under the Mllltla A g t j ^ ^ „ 

Re called the preeent order-ln-
councll "rationed conscription" and 
predicted lt would merely perpet
uate the inequalities of service ind 
sacrifice which developed under the 
National Resourcei Mobilization 
Act. 

"Today," he u id , "thii country, u 
a result of the unfairness ln which 
the administration of the National 
Mobilization Resources Act has been 
conducted la torn by legitimate 
grievances, accompanied by preju
dice and by senseless bigotry." 

"I u k Uie government, even i t 
this late hour to ensure that all pro
vinces of Canada shall be equal 
under this administration for only 
through equality imong i l l prov
inces will there be Canadian unity 
and by equality I mean equality ln 
responsibility u well u In benefits." 

Mr. Dlefenbaker said there seem
ed to be no unity fri the cabinet on 
the matter of conscription and add
ed: 

"Unity there must be, If this leg
islation ls to be enforced fearleu-
ly, definitely and assuredly, to 
maintain our reinforcement situa
tion overseas." 

Canadi needed the assurance of 
the government that In the admin-
iatration of the draft order "every 
part of Canada will be represented 
according to population, u nearly u 
possible, in order to assure equality 
of service and of sacrifice' You 
may uy, sir, that the people do not 
want that assurance. My reply is 
that they demand It They know 
there h u been no equality up to 
the present The records of 'Can-
sda at War' (a wartime hfnr-nrt; _n 
board publication) tell their own 
story." 

(Canada at War recently carried 
tables showing that Quebec was us
ing 221 per cent of Its military age 
males compared to 42.2 per cent ln 
the other provincea.) 

Mr. Dlefenbaker said then rec
ords would Indicate "still further 
discrimination" unlen assurance 
was given that "such a course will 
be discontinued now." 

REPORT RUSS 
TANKS REACH 
AUSTRIA BORDER! 

Marcali, 50 Miles 
From Frontier, 
Falls to the Army 

LONDON, Dee. 1 (AP) - The 
Red Army drove within SO mllu 
of Austria today with the capture 
of Marcali, eight mllu South of 
the Southweit corner ef Lake 
Balaton In Hungary, 

The Russians established them 
selyu sn • front at lent 30 mllu 

' long en the South shore ef the 
lake, thui safely buttresilng theli 
flanka for continuing drlvn either 
Northwest Into Austria or North 
eait on Budapeit. 

They captured the itriteglc ril l 
Junction ot Szlgetvarln, Southweit 
Hungiry, DO mllei Northeut of 
Zagreb, in I Southwest lunge to
wird Yugoslavia across lines of 
communication needed by an est! 
mated 100,000 Germani trying to 
retreat from Western Yugoslavia. 

A broadcast Moscow communique 
u ld the Russians ciptured more 
thm UO populated places between 
Lake Balaton md thl Drive River 
frontier of Yugoalavia. 

A Swiss radio report heard in 
London declared Russian tanks hid 
reached tbt Austrian frontier but 
did not specify i t whit point The 
information w u attributed to "re
porti from Moicow given by a Brit
iah corrupondent" 

In Yugoslavia a drive by Russian 
•nd Yugoslav Partisan forcu net
ted them Ilok on the Danube (0 
ml lu Northwut of Belgrade ind 
22 ml lu ln the same direction from 
ciptured Mltrovlca. 

Moscow advices n ld the enemy 
retreat between Lake Balaton md 
the Danube was approaching • rout 
md that thl Germans were harry
ing reserves into the front lines In 
an ittempt. to stabilize a 350-mlle 
front running from Zagreb tn Yu
goslavia Northeait to the hills of 
Czechoslovakia. 

' , "FINAL BATTLE»-A» EISENHOWER SEES ITI "Thi only 
sensible coune for Oermmy la to fight te ths bitter end Weit of the 
Rhine," Oeneral Elienhower h u told war correirJondenti. Shown In 
the shaded ares of thli map la thi i l n and location ef the battle
ground. He uld the croiilng thi Rhine would "amount to a naval 
operation". It w u pointed eut that Rhine bridges oan be er hevi 
been bluted by bomberi. Small itan show locations of tha key Rhine 
brldgei. On thi fighting front (I) thl French Army movei northward 
•long thi Wut Rhine bink after the Belfort Sap coup. The U. ft 7th 
(2) has t ikin 8srrsbourg and lima i t Strasbourg. Thl U. S. Third 
strikei up thi Moielle towird Koblenz, and pushes below Metz arid 
(4) bitter counter-offemlvei have bun muting the drive on Cologne 
and the advance from Geilenkirchen mide by Britiah and Amerlcin 
forcei. The Rhine It closest Iw thli Meter. 

Denies He 
Hade Promise 

OTTAWA, Dee. > (CP)-Rrlme 
Minister Mackenzie King uld to 
diy In thi Commoni hi hid 
"msde no promise to anyone" 
thit hli partial conscription order 
would bl the last one brought 
down by his Government. 

John Dlefenbaker (PC-Lake 
Centre), speaking in support of the 
Opposition amendment calling for 
total conicription, uked the Prime 
Miniiter whether i t iny tlmi dur
ing the l u t week or ao he had "gives 
assurance to any group or bloc or 
Member of Parliament that thU is 
the lu t order-in-council that will be 
brought down by this Govern
ment?" 

Mr. King replied: "May I anawer 
my honorable friend at once. I 
have made no promise to anyone." 

Mr. Dlefenbaker retorted: 
"That ll exactly the point I have 

been making. The Prlmi Minister 
dare not tell the people of Canada 
that he Intends to see that the 
42,000 men (draftee infantry poten
tial) are made available for over
seas aervice md that there will be 
further orden-ln-counclL The an
swer he g lvu me ls simply this: 'I 
won't tell you that I won't tell 
the people of Canada that' Well, 
Mr. Speaker, the people of Canada 
want an answer to that question. 
They want to know that we f n not 
shadow-boxing with this problem." 

An appeal against a Fire Marshals 
Act order tor enlarging ef exit! and 
entrances ot the Civic Centre recre
ation bil l before tbe hall may again 
be uied tor public gatherings h u 
been launched. . 

The decision te appeal the order, 
issued by Fire Chief G. A. McDon
ald, to the Provlnclil Tire Manhal 
w u made Tuesday afternoon i t 1 
Joint meeting ot City Council and 
Civic Centre Commlulon represen
tatives. The meting w u attended 
also by Fire Chief G. A. McDonald, 
City Engineer H. D. Dawion md 
Secretary-Manager Ed Kelter. 

Factors on which the sppesl w u 
bued w e n thit the building w u 
of fire proof construction, limiting 
thi dinger of fire getting itirted; 
md thlt besides regular exits, there 
exists • wide door giving loceu 
to the arena from thl hall u d an 

iddltlonal -rxlt through the kitchen 
and furnace room to the outside. 

The neceulty of bringing the met
ier before the City Council becauie 
alteration of the entrance or exits 
would entail c ipl t i l expenditure de
layed the placing of the appeal. Thii 
will be explained te the Fire Mir-
lhal. 

Attending the meeting were Miy
or N. C. Stibbe, Aid. T. H Witen, 
and Aid. A. H. Allan: md Civic 
Centre Commissioners H. M Whlm
iter and Roy Sharp. 

The Civic Centre recreation ball 
ll one of alx Nelson buildlngi af
fected by new public safety regula
tion! Structural changes would be 
neceuary at the Civic Centre, 
Eagle Hall, Odd Fellows' Hill, Mi
nnie Hill, City Hill ind thl Can 
•dim Legion to bring them within 
the provisions of the new regula
tions. 

Panandreau Offers 
to Resign in 
Favor of Liberal 

ATHENS, Dee. I (CP-Reuter) 
—British tenia and troops went 
Into action today In an effort to 
halt fighting between rlvel arm
ed Greek factions In Athens 
while Prime Miniiter George 
Papandreau offered to resign as 
hud ef the Greek government In 
an effort to obtain "nitlenel 
unity." k 

Britiih light Honey tanki were 
called out to Intervene in fighting 
between the rival left and right 
wing formation!—the E.L.A.S. and 
the E.DJE.S. li the fighting force 
of the E.A.M., left-wing National 
Liberal Front party. The E.D.E.S, 
known u the Greek Democratic 
National Army, is a rightist organ-
lot ion composed of Nationalist! 
and Royalliti under Gen. Napoleon 
Zervu. 

Tank gunners opened Are ln tbe 
neighborhood of the E.D.E.S. head
quarters, in nation square, neer 
the main railway station, which 
w u being attacked by memben of 
the E.L.A.S. British troopi later 
entered the building, after which 
the attacking E.L.A.S. troopi with-
drew. 

Severe fighting between the 
E.D.E.S. and E.L.A.S. continued on 
In several districts tonight 

A communique Issued tonight 
from headquarters of Gen. R. M 
Scorble, commmder of the British 
forcu la Greece, u ld there were 
some Britlih casualties when Brit
iih troopi Intervened, 

Themlitoklei Sophoulls, 80-year-
old Liberal leader, u ld tonight that 
ha w u aiked Monday by Papan--] 
dreou to form a new cabinet im
mediately and that both left md 
extreme left u well u other part
ies h id igreed to serve In a coali
tion under him. 

utd, however, that the 
Ambeeeaier informed him 

today that "according to hla latest 
Initruction! reoeived trom the Brit
lih Prime Minster, any change at 
preient In the head ot the Greek 
government w u Impossible." 

He n ld Gen. Scorble also aiked 
him to lupport Papandreou u 
Prime Minister. 

Sophoulls u ld he found It im-
pouible to do this, on the grounds 
he would be "supporting a dictator 
Ihlp." 

Maj.-Gen. Scorble, charged the 
E.LA.S. with mutiny. 

Greek mountain brigades were 
brought into action to help quell 
md disarm the E.L.A.S. bands 
which had refuied Gen. Scorble'i 
order to 'ftay put" md not move 
into Athena. 

Employment ot the mountain 
troopa Indicated the seriousness of 
the situation since It hid been un
deritood they would not be used 
until absolutely necessary. 

Plead Not Guilty 
to Charge of 
Bog of "Gold" Sale 

VANCOUVER. Dec ! (CP) -
Peter Ripiudl snd Adsm Wsiluk 
pleaded not guilty In court here to
day lo • charge of having coniplred 
to defraud Peter Dowhanyk of 1700 
which Dowhanyk allegedly paid 
the accused for s bag of "gold" 
which later turned out to be gilded 
lead filings. 

The trial wss sdjnurned until 
Dec. 23 efter Dowhsnyk hsd told 
the court of sn an Involved deal fol
lowing which he had purchased 
the bag of metal from Wsiluk 
whom ho met through Rapaudl. 

Claim Recapture 
of Saarlautern 

NEW YORK, Deo. I Th. Qer 
man radio tonight claimed recap 
lure ef the city of Searlsutern. 
Ths broadeut w u hsird by ths 
• lui Network. 

Dlefenbaker and 
Berlrand (lash 

OTTAWA, Dec. 8 (CP) - J. G. 
Dlefenbaker (PC-Lake Centre) 
and Fisheries Minister Bertrand to
day clashed briefly In the Com
mons u Mr. Dlefenbaker dis
cussed reporta that number of draf
tees now are enlisting for sctlve 
service. 

"What la their reason?" asked Mr. 
Dlefenbaker. 

"No more ubotagel" replied Mr. 
Bertrand. 

Mr. Dlefenbaker uld that when 
Mr, Bertrand spoke ln Valleytleld, 
Que., on Nov. 9, and had uld the 
war waa over and that he would 
rever alter hla opposition to over-
sess conicription. hi done more 
harm to Cinadian unity than any 
other m m In lhe Houn had done 
to that Ume. 

Mr. Bertrand replied that he hsd 
never u l d Ihe war w u over and 
Mr. Dlefenbaker had taken the ro-
porta of aome newspaper!. 

"Then why ls he In the Cabinet 
still: then la no denial of other re
ported statements?" said Mr. Dlef
enbaker. 

Says Stalin Will 
Sli at Head 
of Peace Table 

VANCOUVER, Dec. 9 (CP) -
Frank Drake Davtdaon of Seattle, 
noted lecturer, told an audience 
here todiy thlt while Russia had 
nothing to do with tha Treaty ot 
Versailles, Joseph Stalin will sit i t 
the head of the table when the new 
puce ll ilgned. Irrespective of In
ternal dlsientlon other nations will 
face during the negotlatloni, Stalin 
will have the absolute and unani
mous support of il l thi Runlini, 
thl ipesker told a service olub 
meeting. 

"The people ot America are not 
only doing things, but they ere 
thinking thlngi." he uld. "Not tbe 
least of their thought! la Joeet 
Stalin. He il I m m who commands 
mora ittentlon, md ibout whom 
there la more speculation, thm any 
other world figure." 

"Stllln viewed I.enln'i dream of 
world revolution u fantastic," Mr. 
Davidson uld. "Lenln'i l u t words 
to his follower! hid been I warning 
not to let Stalin attain any power, 
but today hs wleldi a power more 
autocratic than any Pharaoh of 
Egypt ever dreamed ot. 

"Aa a grut organiser and leader 
I take off my hat to him. Aa an 
Individual 1 don't like him at all. 
1 don't like him any mora thm 
one would have liked Oliver Cron-
well" 

Grand Old Man 
oi Canadian 
Journalism Dies 

R. S. White 

Seek Teichman 
Assassin in 
U.S. Air Force Unit 

llON-NGHAM. Norfolk, Eng., 
DM. I iAP)-Offlcers of i United 
Statei sir force unit combed 
through their airdrome tonight on 
• hunt which lt w u believed would 
leed to the person who shot ind 
killed Sir Erie Teichman en his 
estate Sunday night Inoulrles have 
been nlrrowed to a particular unit 

Believe "Japs Have 
Written Off Burma" 

MYTTXYINA. Burma, Det 5 (AP) 
—Two American Air Force generali 
with commandi In thl China-Bur. 
mi-lndla theatre' believe thit "the 
Jspsneie hive written off Bunds." 
but Japaneee suicide troopi re-
molntng behind must be deitroyed 
bl hard fighting before thla country 
ll recaptured. 

Agrees le Have 
Remark Expunged 
From Records 

OTTAWA, Dee. I (AP) - Hon. 
Dr. H. A. Bruce (P.C—Toronto. 
Parkdale) in the Commoni tonight 
agreed to have expunged from the 
records wordi he hid uied ind 
which Spuker J. A. Glen u ld rep
resented in objectionable reference 
to Prime Miniiter Mackenzie King. 

During a speech on the Gov
ernment's confidence motion, Dr. 
Bruce u ld Mr. King had preferred 
"to break hla pledged word and 
sacrifice the lives of our Canadian 
boys on the battlefields of France 
md Italy rather thm lose votes In 
the Province of Quebec." 

He w u ipeaklng of the Govern
ment's attitude on oveneaa con 
acriptloa 

PUN ACTION ON 
LITHMIDG! HOUSING 

UrTH-UUDOB, Alta., Dee. 4 (CP) 
—Notice of Intensified md deter
mined effort! te Improve homing 
accommodation ln Lethbridge wss 
pounded In city council chambers 
Monday evening after It w u gen-
ereiy Igreed that UM housing dt. 
uitlon hen U "duperite." 

270 Enlist in First 
Four Dovs of Dec. 

VANCOUVXR, Dec. B (CP) - A 
total of 770 men enlisted for active 
nrvlce during the first four days 
of this month within Pselfte Cbm-
msnd. recruiting offlclsls revealed 
today Thlrty-ila of (hue were 
civilian volunteers. DO were, railed 
up under the N.RM.A., and four 
were from the Military Reserve. 

Sholto Watt Home 
MONTREAL, Dec. J (CP) -

Sholto Wett. wir correspondent for 
tbe Montresl Stsr. h u arrived 
heme following treatment In hos
pital In Brunei! uid Englind for 
injuries received when • Jeep col
lided wltb en irmy truck. Wit t 
who covered the Sicilian. Italian 
u d European r-mp«ljn«. suffered 
aeversl broken ribs and • broken 

McAvity and Breen 
Appeal Adjourned 

VANCOUVER, Dee. J (CP) -
Appeal of John Frincls McAvlty 
and George S. Breen from sentences 
of IV, yean each 'on conviction of 
bruklog and entering the officei 
of H. I.. Miller, real estate firm at 
Nakuap. l u t April, opened ln ap
pelate court here today and waa 
adjourned a week. 

McAvlty and Hreen were found 
guilty at Nelaon last Auguit 

McAvlty U personally conducting 
the defence for the accused. 

The Weather 
Tuesday: Min. ttt. Max. 39.1. 

Precipitation Jl tach. 
Forecast: Kootenay-Wedneiday. 

cloudy In morning, becoming partly 
cloudy In afternoon with occaaional 
light snow showera, winds light md 
noi much chsnge In temperature. 

Americani Mark 6 Monthi Action 
With Five Armiei Into Germany 

By AUSTIN BEALMEAR 
Aiwdotrt Preu Staff Writer 

—The United States 3rd Army forced a new crossing of the 
5aar South of Saarlautern today and other American forces 
pressed Eastward beyond.that arsenal city as the Allies wound 
uo their first six months of the Western invasion with fiVe ' 
armiAs fighting on German soil. Two others are hammerina 
at .Germany's Rhine River boundary. * 

Battlefront dispatches said the 95th Division of the 3rd 
Army sent troops across the Saar South of Saarlautern and into 
the outposts of the Siegfried line. Other units of the same 
division stabbed beyond Saarlautern and expanded their 
original bridgehead, now at v" 
least VA miles wide at its base. ' 
Special details continued mop-
ping-up operations in Saarlau
tern Itself. 

The wheeling operation i l l ilong 
the Srd Army front South of Saar
lautern continued. Lewis Hawkins, 
Aiiociated Preu war correipondent, 
laid the Infantrymen made advances 
ot up to three milei, pressing within 
i lx miles of the g ru t induitrlal city 
ot Saarbrucken md within three 
miles of Siiregueminu In Lorraine. 

Tonight Lt.-Gen. Pstton's men 
end armor had thruit Inside Oer
many on a Mild 40-mlle front ex
tending from a point East ef Lux
embourg to Southweit of the 
blackened Induitrlal city of Saar
brucken, when factorlei ind rill 
yards Wire being pounded Inces
santly by heavy American artil
lery from a dlitance of only six 
mllea. < ' 

As American troops plunged 
through Saarlautern end Into thi 
enemy's concrete defence belt be
yond the city In the new foul 
asault ef the winter offensive, It 
appaarad probable that the blood 
toll now waa mrpenlng almeat 
enythlng In the leng war (listen
er Weitern Europe. 

Drawing bsck Juit a trifle the 
veil ef secrecy guirdlng the man
power cost ef the gru t operation, 
Allied headquarter! disclosed thlt 
the previously estlmited figure of 
4,000 German caiualtlei dilly hid 
r lun conilderably. It uemed 
probable thlt United Statei arm-
lea, at preient beirlng the brunt 
of Ihe u u u l t might be suffering 
loiei i t lent is huvy, 
The Germin Commando raid on 

which dike! of the Neder Rhine 
Southwest of Arnhem -in Holland 
were breached Saturday night has 
forced Canadian forcei in this sec
tor to withdraw from forward posi
tion!. The breich flooded i large 
irea Northweit of Nijmegen to, a 
depth of a-foot or more, effertlvely 
blocking my Immediate Allied ad-' 
vance in that lector. 

Farther South, Supreme Head
quarter! confirmed that the British 
2nd Army it drawn up along the 
line of the Mau River and that all 
Germin forcu In this sector of 
Southeut Holland have been push
ed back to the Eu t bank of the 
river, which flows here just West 
of the German-Netherlands fron
tier. 

The United Statu 1st Army bat
tled into the village of Bergsteln at 
the extreme right end of the almost-
deadlocked Aachen front, with Ger
man troopi clinging stubbornly to 
the Eastern outskirts of the shat
tered town six miles Southwest of 
Duren. Other 1st Army units beat 
back two tank-led counter-attacks 
and retained their hold on Lucher-
berg, between Duren and Julich. 

A lull hung over' the United 
States 0th Army's front along the 
Roer River North and South of Ju
lich, though waves of Allied fight-
er-bombers luhed German fortified 
vl l lagu Eut of the Roer. 

United Statu 7th Army troopi 
captured the communications centre 
of Selestat, 25 ml lu Southwest of 
Strasbourg and 10 mllu from the 
Rhine, efter 3V. days ot bitter fight
ing on the Alsatian Plain. 

The town of Llidorf, Juit South 
ot Saarlautern on the West bank ot 
thi Sur , was cleared as 3rd Army 
forcei continued their wheeling 
movement toward Saarbrucken and 
Saareguemlnes ln a gigantic swing 
hinged on a 18-mlle hold along the 
Saar River from Saarlautern to 
Menlg. 

Dispatches Indicated that the Am-
erlcan bridgehead over the Saar was 
widened to at least 2V\ miles at 
Saarlautern. At Roden snd Riu-
liutern United Statu forcu were 
S .4 ml lu Inside the Saar Basin 

South ot Saarlautern the.99th Di
vision pushed acrou tha Saar at e 
new point md began probing Into 
the outer Siegfried defence! United 
Statu tanks were within ilx ml lu 
of Saarbrucken ind within three 
ml lu of Siiregueminu, eight ml lu 
to the South. 

MONTREAL, Dec. 9 (CP)-Reb-
ert Smeaton, White, 89, grand old 
man of Canadian Journalism md 
Parliamentary life, died i t hli home 
in suburban Westmount tonight 

Un had been in ill-health for 
some time, but his condition hid 
not become critical until recently. 

Mr. White was born In Peterbor
ough, Ont, in 1899, 11 yean before 
Confederation, md as reporter and 
editor md member of the Home 
of Commoni, had witched md tik-
en part in the whole story of Cm-
ada as a nation. 

Sir John A. Macdonald was Prlmi 
Minster when he w u elected in 
1888 for the old Ontario riding of 
Cardwell, which he represented 
until 1899, and Prime Minister Mac
kenzie King was'in office when he 
returned to the House 30 yean later 
for Montrul Mount Royal, to re
main there until 1940. He w u I 
life-long Conservative. 

His death followed cloiely that 
of hii wife, the former Annie Helen 
Barclay of Montreal, whom he mar
ried ln 1888. They had been M 
years married when ahe died l u t 
Oct 20. 

Mr. White wai one of the White 
family which bought the Montreal 
Gazette ln 1870 to remain with It to 
the present day. 

His father, Thomai White, became 
Minister of the Interior In Sir John 
A. Macdonald's Cabinet In 1883, 
and the youthful son succeeded him 
as editqr-in-chlef. He also repre
sented the Gazette in the Ottawa 
press gallery, was president of the 
gallery ln 1884, and was later made 
a life-member. 

Madame Chiang Kai-shek was 
| graduated from Wellesley College 

tn 1917. 

91 Hun Planei 
Down Over Berlin 

LONDON, Dee. 8 (CPl- United 
States fighter pilota today shot 
down 91 German aircraft during 
a daylight raid In which a fleet of 
United Statea heavy bombers 
dropped 1BO0 tons of explosives 
on Berlin. 

A fleet of JDO R.A.F. heavy
weights hammered Germany's 
largest railway yard at Hamm. 
One plane was lost 
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