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Drewry Sfidl '̂iilts Tram Half Daŷ  
Qeneral WalhOut of Service 
Workers Starts Today inParis 
TO INCLUDE BUS, 
SUBWAY, WATER, 
GAS, POWER AND 
HOSPITAL (REWS 
Raises Serious Threat 

to Government of 
Chautemps 

CITY ACTIVITIES 
TO BE PARALYZED 

PARIS, Dec. 29 (Wednesday) 
(CP) — A general strike of Paris 
Public Service Worker- wai 
launched at 6:30 a.m. (10:30 p.m. 
M. S. T. Tueiday) today when sub­
way employees euipended opera­
tions on all 12 of the French capi­
tal's lines. 

PARI8, Dec. 29 (Wednesday). 
(CP)—A general strike of Paris 
service workers was scheduled to 
start early today, to embrace bus, 
subway, water, gas. electric plant 
and hospital workers, In addition 
to those of the food and trucking 
Industries already on strike. 

The Associated Press reported 
the strike raised a serious threat 
to Premier Camilla Chautemps' 
popular front government It 
threatened to Increase the ranks 
of Chautemps' parliamentary op­
ponent* who already have cen­
sured him for failing to settle 
smaller shut-downs, the Associated 
Press aald. 

The strike would leave the 5,000,000 
inhabitanti of greater Paris with 
no transport facilities save taxis and 
suburban railways, and would par­
alyze commerce, industry and social 
activity i t the height of tho holiday 
season. 

Tbe strike of municipal workers 
was called by union chiefs in protest 
against wage cuts included in the 
proposed Paris municipal budget for 
1938. 

The budget, not yet acted upon, 
would reduce lower bracket salaries 
about 800 francs (S20) a year. Pre­
viously these wage groups were 
raised between 1500 and 1800 francs 
($50 and $80) annually. 

1ELSON 25 
Victoria 39 
Nanaimo 33 
Vancouver , 38 
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'—Below zero. 
Forecast, Kootenay—Fresh winds, 

mostly southeast; cloudy with rain, 
probably turning to snow. 
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Council Concludes 
Business for Week 

in Three Minutes 
City council concluded its 

week's business in three minutes 
Tuesday night as lt dealt with 
three items of business—passing 
current payrolls; appointing W. 
E. Wasson, city clerk, returning 
officer for the January civic elec­
tions; and hearing Alderman T. 
W. Slader, public works chair­
man, pay tribute to city employ­
ees who interrupted their Christ­
mas holidays to plow streets. Al­
derman Slader stated their quick 
response had made the snow 
problem in Nelson much less 
acute in Tuesday's sudden thaw. 

Police Seeking 
Three Young Men 

Assault Counts 
Wesko Miner Reports 
Beaten and Robbed; 

Two Assaulted 
To a Christmas list of deaths and 

fire in the Kootenay district, pro­
vincial police on Tuesday added 
robbery with violence and assault 
as one man brought to them a story 
of having been beaten and robbed, 
and two others told of attacks upon 
them. Only one of the three was 
robbed. 

John Renso, a Russian miner em­
ployed at the Wesko, Ymir, inform­
ed police he was attacked by three 
young men at Crescent Valley on 
Christmas night aa he was on his 
way to visit the Stoochnoff family. 
He was punched ln the face, he 
said. He broke from the men than, 
but later,bMstaf4ttMkJ#***4 * • 
road, he stopped hla car to ask why 
they had attacked him. He waa 
dragged from the car, beaten up, 
and robbed of about $70 on this oc­
casion, he said. 

Mike Woyken and Ed Woyken, 
Doukhobor residents of Crestova, 
informed the police they had been 
beaten up by three young men. 

Police believed the three men— 
the same in all three instances, it 
was understood—were newcomers 
to the district. 

INSURGENTS IN A 
DRIVE TO FREE 
THEIR COMRADES 
IN CITY OF TERUEL 
Try to Retake Capital; 

Report One Group 
Surrenders 

STILL FIGHT AT 
BANK, CITY HALL 
HENDAYE, Dec. 28 (CP)—Span­

ish Insurgent troops tonight 
stormed heights dominating Teruel 
In a drive to retake the captured 
provincial capital and rescue a 
force of beleaguered comrades. 

They drove at the Aragon city 
Just as the Spanish government 
announced In Barcelona that In­
surgents In the Teruel seminary 
had surrendered after holding out 
for several days. Insurgents still 
fought government troops from 
the Bank of Spain and the city 
hall, Barcelona reported, 

NO NEWS FROM 
CABINET MEET 

OTTAWA, Dec. 28 (CP)-A unit­
ed Canada should be the objective 
for Canadians during the forthcom-
IngTrear, Prime Minister M-ckenzie 
WmJt*toml'4m)&JrW. r*™1* 
ot yesterday's by-election in Lot-
biniere should set an example for 
all Canada, he said, 

Interviewed following this after­
noon's cabinet council the prime 
minister said there were no gov­
ernment announcements and the vic^ 
tory of J. N. Francoeur over his In­
dependent opponent in yesterday's 
by-election was the most interest­
ing subject discussed. 

JAPANESE ARMY DENIES AT FAULT 
IN SHELLING OF BRITISH GUNBOAT 

Women Discuss 
Color Barrier 

CAPE TOWN, Dec. 28 (CP)-The 
Kimberley National Council of Wo­
men discussed waiving the color 
bar and admitting to affiliation the 
National Council of Colored Women 
but postponed action. 

17-Yeor-Old Miss 
Is Hostess to 800 

CHESTER, Eng., Dec. 28 (CP) — 
Miss Pamela Barlow, 17-year-old 
sister of Mayor George Barlow of 
Chester, received 800 guests at the 
mayoral at-home in the town hall 
here, 

TO CARE FOR HEALTH 
CAPE TOWN (CP)-Lady Mary 

Strickland, daughter of the Earl of 
Wemyss, and her family have ar­
rived here to spend some time on a 
Cape Colony farm for 'health rea­
sons'. 

Britain's Writers See Their Works 
Best-Sellers Overseas but Experts 
Grow Alarmed at Mass Production 

Believe Ail-Time Record Set in Volume and 
Variety of Literary Production in the 

British Isles During Last Year 
By EDWIN 8. JOHNSON 

Canadian Press Staff Writer 
LONDON, Dec. 28 (CP)—Winston 

Churchill, Britain's celebrated poli­
tician and author, is credited with 
the remark that the glory of litera­
ture in any free country is its vari­
ety. On the strength of that premise 
British literature during 1937 found 
the glory road. 

For volume and variety in liter­
ary production there is no gener­
ally accepted yardstick, but those 
closely associated with publishing 
in the British Isles are of the opin­
ion that in both respects an all-time 
record was established during the 

\ 
past 12 months. t 

Thousands of books poured frorrtj 
the presses, dealing with every sub­
ject under the sun. Some carried 
their authors to the heights of rec­
ognition and success, others consoli­
dated reputations already establish­
ed. More were consigned to the 
shelves as "Just another book." 

The cry has been raised that the 
growing mass production has reach­
ed the crisis stage for those whose 
livelihood depends on writing. There 
is a feeling that books of real im­
portance and value are being lost 
in the flood. 

(Continued on Page Two) 

Mist and a "Smoke 
Screen" Blamed 

for Attack 
TOKYO, Dec. 29 (Wednesday) 

(CP-Havas) — Japanese army's 
disavowal of responsibility for the 
"unfortunate" Incident was the 
only clue today regarding the na­
ture ofthe reply Foreign Minister 
Kokl Hirota made yesterday to 
the British government's protest 
against the shelling of the gun­
boat Ladybird. 

Mlit shrouding the Yangtze 
river on December 12 when the 
attack occurred, together with a 
"smoke screen" said to have been 
pouring from the warship, was 
blamed for the attack. 

FOREIGNERS SAIL 
TSINGTAO, Dec. 28 (AP)-About 

45 foreigners sailed from Tsingtao 
today in flight from a feared Jap­
anese attack on this Shantung prov­
ince port. Others were expected to 
leave shortly. 

With Japanese within 100 miles 
of here and expected to strike In 
retaliation for the burning of Jap­
anese property, largely cotton 
mills, worth about $100,000,000, 
evacuation of natives also was In 
progress. 

A dispatch direct from Tsinan to 
Tokyo said the newly created Pei­
ping government, including the five 
North China provinces Japan al­
ready controlled, probably would 
extend its influence now to Shan­
tung. 

TO PRE88 INTO INTERIOR 
SHANGHAI, Dec. 29 (Wednesday) 

(AP)—General Iwane Matsui, the 
Japanese army commander, threat­
ened today to press Japan's attack 
1000 miles into China's interior. 

Unless the Chinese government 
ends "its anti-Japanese policies", 
Matsui warned, Japanese ' forces 
"may find It necessary" to advance 
to Hankow and Chungking and 

t'may repudiate the national govern­
ment ofsbsmr 

Suggests Shorter 
Hours for Nurses 

LONDON, Dec. 28 (CP)-There 
would be plenty of young women 
in the nursing profession if it were 
made "something more than down­
right drudgery," said eGorge Lan3-
bury, M. P., advocating shorter 
hours and modern working condi­
tions for nurses. 

Premier Defends Massey 

PREMIER KING VINCENT MASSEY 

PREMIER KING SURPRISED AT LATE 
CRITICISM MASSEY AT CROWNING 

Paper Says Liberals 
Plan Complain in 

Parliament 
OTTAWA, Dec. 28 (CP)—Prime 

Minister Mackenzie King expressed 
surprise tonight at a report Liberal 
members proposed to complain in 
parliament of treatment they re­
ceived at the hands of Vincent Mas­
sey. Canadian high commissioner, 
and the staff of Canada House, Lon­
don, during the coronation cere­
monies last summer. 

"My understanding," the prime 
minister said "was that they all did 
a wonderful job." 

According to a news story in the 
Ottawa Evening Journal, Liberal 
members, whose names were not 
mentioned, were Incensed over the 
"lack of attention and scant cour­
tesy" shown them when they visited 
Canada House, The newspaper said 
tUf. members" "flJS' TOnvpliaased - of 
poor seating arrangements for the 
coronation proceedings. 

SAYS IRISH GIRLS 
DRINK TOO MUCH 
Priest, a Temperance 

Leader, Quots the 
Liquor Figgres 

DUBLIN, Dec. 28 (CP)-Drinking 
by women and girls in Ireland is 
helping to swell the Free State's 
liquor bill, according to Father 
Flinn, director of the Pioneer Total 
Abstinence association. In 1938, he 
says, the people paid for drink in 
excess of £1,500,000 ($7,500,000) 
more money than they did in 1934. 
The figures were £10,900,000 ($54,-
500,000) in .1934 and £12,500,000 
($62,500,000) in 1936. 

"Young girls and women think 
they are not smart, not up-to-date, 
not 'it' unless they are taking wines 
and cocktails," declared Father 
Flinn. "You know of girls who at 
dances and similar occasions, take 
far more drink than any girl who 
respects herself should take. . . . 
We must organize against anything 
that would further Increase the 
sales of drink." 

U. S. TO CONTINUE 
BUY NEW SILVER 

FROM MEXICO 
WASHINGTON, Dec. 28 (AP) 

—A temporary silver agreement 
with Mexico indicated tonight 
the United States might con­
tinue to collaborate with other 
nations to buoy the price of the 
white metal. 

Secretary of the Treasury 
Morgenthau and the Mexican 
Finance Minister, Eduardo Suar-
ez, announced after a morning 
conference the United States 
would continue to buy newly-
mined Mexican silver at a deliv­
ered price of 45 cents an ounce 
through January, and would 
confer again about a longer 
range program. 

The understanding involved 
the first definite, international 
commitment by the United 
Stale' % any period after, the 
London:' silver agreement ex- . 
pires Friday night. 

The London agreement, it-
sell, will not be renewed, high 
officials have said. In place of 
such a general agreement, the 
treasury has indicated a willing­
ness to negotiate with other 
countries individually. 

QUEBEC TO HAVE 
MINIMUM WAGE 
QUEBEC, Que., Dec. 28 (CP) — 

First step in Quebec government's 
program to assure wage earners in 
the province of adequate pay rates 
will be completed tomorrow with 
publication of an order-in-council 
setting .minimum wages for practic 
ally all Quebec employees. 

The ordinance, drawn up by the 
province's fair wage board and sanc­
tioned by the lieutenant-governor in 
council, will apply, except in "cer­
tain instances, to all employees and 
consequently to all the province em­
ployers" it was announced today by 
Board Chairman Mr. Justice Ferdi­
nand Roy. 

Main object of the ordinance will 
be "general regulation of salaries 
and other working conditions". It 
will cover wage earners "of all 
categories" in Quebec, said the head 
of the five-man body which has been 
functioning since September 1. 

REPORT BRITAIN HAS SECURED AN 
OPTION ON ALL CANADA'S WHEAT 
Cost of Option Said to Be $5,000,000 With 

$500,000,000 Cost If Option Taken Up; 
Would Be for Time of Emergency 

LONDON, Dec. 29 (Wednesday) 
(CP Cable)—The Dally Herald 
(Labor) today stated the United 
Kingdom had engineered an op­
tion on the entire Canadian wheat 
crop to ensure part of the British 
food supply In time of emergency. 

The Herald said the option had 
been engineered by the board of 
trade and Sir Thomas Insklp, min­
ister of defence co-ordination. It 
added that Whitehall experts and 
the Canadian wheat board had 
been in secret negotiation on the 
matter for some months. 

The Herald said that should the 
option ever have to be taken up 
It would cost Great Britain about 

£100,000,000 ($500,000,000) together 
with $5,000,000 which It said was 
the price of the option. 

DOUBT8 SUCH A DEAL 
REGINA, Dec. 28 (CP)—Question­

ed regarding a London report the 
British government hjid obtained 
an option on Canada's wheat crop, 
George Robertson, secretary of the 
Saskatchewan wheat pool, tonight 
expressed doubt such a deal had 
been arranged. 

KNOWS OF NO 
BASIS FOR 8T0RY 

OTTAWA, Dec. 28 (CP)-Agri-
culture Minister Gardiner said to­

night he knew of no basis for a 
story in the London Daily Herald 
which said the United Kingdom 
had engineered an option on the 
entire Canadian wheat crop as 
emergency insurance. 

The minister said as far as he 
knew no such step had even been 
discussed. He pointed to the prob­
ability that Canada's wheat exports 
during the 1937-38 crop year (Aug­
ust 1 to July 31) will not exceed 
85,000,000 bushels and that there 
was in the entire country after the 
last harvest only about 215,000,000 
bushels. 

Further, the minister said, he 
knew of no central organization 
through which such negotiations 
could be carried out, because the 
Canadian Wheat board now owned 
no wheat and even the government 
did not know in whose hands the 
existing supply was held. 

WHEAT BOARD HA8 
NO CONNECTION 
•-WINNIPEG, Dec. 28 (CP)-R. C 

Findlay, assistant chief commission­
er of the Canadian Wheat board, 
said tonight he knew of no basis 
for a report from London that the 
United Kingdom had engineered an 
option on the entire Canadian wheat 
crop against any possible emer­
gency. 

Mr. Findlay denied the board had 
been in negotiation with British 
authorities for such an option. 

WOMAN HACKED 
TO DEATH; BODY 
OF HUSBAND IS 
FOUND HANGING 
Nothing to Explain the 

Double Tragedy in 
Montreal 

SON MAKES THE 
GRUESOME FIND 

MONTREAL, Dec. 28 (CP) — 
Hacked with an axe, Mrs. Joseph 
Nozsony was found dead in her 
home tonight, and, soon afterward, 
her husband's body was discover­
ed hanging from a transom in an 
upper room of the house. 

The 36-year-old housewife was 
lying In the hallway of the Stur-
bain street home when her son, 
James, 14, returning from work, 
saw her sprawled body through 
the glass pane of the locked outer 
door. She was dead by the time a 
doctor had arrived. 

Police, called to the home, found 
a door in one of the top floor rooms 
broken open. They saw the 38-year-
old husband's body suspended from 
the transom, beneath it a little 
bench on which a newspaper had 
been carefully placed. 

A blood-stained axe was found by 
police in the kitchen of the house. 
The kitchen walls were covered 
with blood. 

The son told police his parents 
frequently quarrelled. He said he 
had been at work all day. Police 
said they found nothing to explain 
the double tragedy. 

TRAFFIC GOES 
AHEAD, ROADS, 

DESPITE THAW 
Slides Nelson-Nelway 

Delays Bus on 
South Trip 

CITY IS MOVING 
SNOW BY TRUCK 

-lain driven by a warm wind, 
turning to heavy slush the deep 
light snow of Sunday, made road 
travel difficult Tuesday, but traffic 
continued. 

Speedy work by truck plows 
throughout the district moved the 
bulk of the snow off the main roads 
Suniay and Monday, and except 
where small slides came down cars, 
trucks and buses moved along with 
little trouble. 

The only bus service to suffer was 
that between Nelway and Nelson. 
The morning bus running to Nelson 
got through but its return trip 
southward was delayed until gov­
ernment plows cleared small slides 
near Cottonwood lake. 

ROAD8 OPEN 
Trail service was "on the dot", 

John Learmonth reported, and the 
roads were open to Kaslo and Na­
kusp. The Slocan bus was delayed 
.Monday night, but a broken spring 
was responsible, not road conditions. 
Traffic to the Slocan was heavy 
enough to require an extra bus on 
Monday. 

Fears were expressed that the 
"regular" Coffee creek slide on the 
Nelson-Kaslo road might come 
down if the weather remained soft, 
but the road was still open Tuesday 
night. 

It was agreed by bus and truck 
men that, had the government been 
without truck plows to move the 
snow when it fell, the roads would 
have been blocked by the thaw 
since tractor plows would not have 
been able to cover the territory 
the truck plows did. 

TRACTOR8 ESSENTIAL 
Similarly it was agreed that the 

tractor plows were essential, to ef­
ficient work under thawing condi­
tions, since the truck plows would 
have difficulty in moving the heavy 
snow and slush of Tuesday. 

In Nelson the entire public works 
crew was assigned to "cleaning up". 
Men employed on sewer construc­
tion and other work, along with 
regular street workers, joined in 
the attack. Trucks were employed 
to haul snow from the business sec­
tion, while plows worked steadily 
on roads and sidewalks to reduce 
the slush nuisance to a minimum, 
This work will continue today, 

"Enormous" Soles 
of War Materials 

Aid U. S. Business 
WASHINGTON, Dec. 28 (AP) -

Foreign trade experts of the com­
merce department said today "en­
ormous" exports of war materials 
were keeping United States sales 
abroad at a high level and provid­
ing a cushion for declining business 
at home. 

At the same time, they estimated 
final figures for 1937 would show 
that American firms and individuals 
sold abroad at least $200,000,000 
more in commodities and manufac­
tures than they purchased in other 
lands. 

Resume Service Afternoon; 
Train From West Is Eight 
Hours Late Owing to Snow 
Britain May Soon 

Have Women Judges 
LONDON, Dec. 28 (CP)— With 

the Domestic Proceedings act com-
into operation with the new 

year, it is expected the government 
will appoint a number of women 
magistrates, women's King's Coun­
sel and possibly judges of county 
and high courts. 

FREE STATE IS 
NOW IRELAND' 

Election Prospects in 
Foreground; New 

Constitution 
DUBLIN, Dec. 29 (Wednesday). 

(CP Cable)—Prospects of a ftesh 
general election and a contest for the 
presidency loomed today as the Sa-
orstat Eireann-Irish Free State—at 
midnight ceased to exist and Eire, 
or Ireland, its successor under the 
new constitution, was born. 

Another general election was con­
sidered almost certain early in the 
New Year, possibly coinciding with 
an election to fill the newly-created 
post of president of Ireland. The 
fact that Eamon De Valera's Fianna 
Fail party has but 67 seats in the 
dail (parliament) against 69 for the 
combined other parties has consti­
tuted an embarrassment for the gov­
ernment since the election of lasl 
July 1. 

U.S. MAY BOOST 
NAVAL BUILDING 
Recent Events Cause 

Roosevelt Great 
"Concern" 

WASHINGTON, Dec. 28 (CP) -
President Roosevelt announced a 
possible increase in the naval build­
ing program today because, he said, 
the facts of the trouble world situa­
tion "are facts and the United States 
must recognize them." 

Disclaiming any unfriendly ges­
ture toward any particular nation, 
he said merely that recent events 
had caused him "growing concern." 

How many vessels would be added 
to the present program, he could 
not say, nor could he tell what types 
of ship would be constructed. That 
awaited further study. 

Telegraph Wires Are;| 
Down in Various 

Sections 

PHONE LINE BREAK] 
IN COQUIHAL1 

A snowillde 80 feat In wldtl 
and 20 feet In depth, In the vlclnlt; 
of Drewry, was found blocking 
the Canadian Pacific line (long 
Kootenay lake, when tha wti 
bound through passenger train 
reached that point early Tuesday 
forenoon. The slide, which con­
sisted of clean mow detained the 
westbound train until late In tht 
afternoon, when the work of tho 
wing plow lent out from Nelson, 
supplemented by shovel work by 
regular section crews picked up 
along the way by tha work train, 
completed a passage through the 
slide about 3:15 o'clock, H. 
Younger, division engineer, super-
vised the attack on the elide, 

At 3 o'clock the passenger train j 

(Continued on Pago Nine) 

Fear Rumania fo 
Swing Toward the 
Rome-Berlin Axis 

OctavTan Goga Forma 
New Government 

at Bucharest 
BUCHAREST, Dee. 28 (CP-Havaf» 

—Octavian Goga, leader of the Fa* 
cist-inclined National Christian 
party, succeeded tonight ln forming 
a new government which foreign 
observers predicted would awing 
Rumania away from Europe's demo-
cratic powers toward the Rome-Ber« 8 
lin ly-is. 

Goga and h!s ministers went t» 
the palace and took the oath of of­
fice before King Carol who earlier 
today called on the anti-Semitio 
statesman to undertake the task. 

Commentators foresaw a national­
ist regime contrasting with the pro-
League of Nations administration est 
George Tatarescue, who resigned in 
view of his national Liberal party's 
failure to win a majority in ths 
chamber of deputies at last week's 
election. 

National Christian party member* 
made up most of the new cabinet 

$200,000 in Postal Revenue Is 
Returned by Kootenay-Boundary 

•M9 Post Offices Combine .to' Fteturri 
$198,008.36 to Government; af 

Top Nelson Has $50,237.07 
A postal revenue of $198,008.36 

was returned to the Dominion ex­
chequer from the Kootenay-Bound­
ary territory in the fiscal year end­
ing March 31, 1937, a tabulation 
made from figures given in the an­
nual report of the postmaster-gen­
eral shows. By selecting from the 
list of post offices for British Col­
umbia -given in the report, these 
recognized as being in the Koote­
nay-Boundary, a fist of 149 post 
offices is secured, 103 being in the 
accounting, and 46 in the non-ac­
counting class. 

Nelson post office was the biggest 
contributor to the total, with a 
postal revenue of $50,237.07, It- only 
rival for volume being tha Trail 
post office, which produced WSr 
274.58 in revenue. Cranbrook was 
third with $20,423.76. 

Following is the list of 149 Koo­
tenay-Boundary post offices, at 
compiled from the postmaster-gen­
eral's report, with their several 
revenue records for the fiscal yeari 

(Continued on Page Two) 

Rehabilitation of Drought-Stricken 
Prairies Will Have the Help ef Past 
Errors; Recall Warning Given In W i 

Palliser, British Engineer, Sale. Tfien Tfiaf 
Successful Farming Would Be Impossible 

in the Area; Many Prove Successful 
By FRANK FLAHERTY 

Canadian Press Maff, Writer 
OTTAWA, Dec. 27 (CP)— Evi­

dence of past mistakes stares in­
vestigators in the face at every turn 
they take throughout the drought 
area of western Canada, and, to a 
lesser extent, throughout the whole 
of the prairie farm belt. Most if not 
all these mistakes might have been 
avoided if the Information now be­
ing compiled had been available 
from the start and had been made 
the basis of intelligent action. 

The problem of the present future 
for the federal and provincial Gov­
ernments and for all parties inter­
ested in western agriculture is lo 

correct these mistakes with as little 
inconvenience as possible and avoid 
their repetition. 

No single individual or class Is 
particularly responsible for the mis­
takes, least of all the farmers who 
have had to bear the brunt of the 
suffering and financial loss. Gov­
ernments, farmers, railway compan­
ies, land companies and Investors all 
contributed to a situation which 
developed more or less slowly over 
a period ol 20 years from 1910 to 
1930 and then entered the crisis 
stage to the accompaniment of rain­
less summers and low prices for 
grain. 

(Continued on Page Two) 
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