
*msr*.i,*mmTm.m'.r.mm,,m" ' • • • I I • • 
Tha Dally Nawa hae tha largest 

olroulatlon of. any dally newspaper 
In Canada in proportlen to tha popu­
lation of Ita home town. 

Tha only paper In tha Interior 
British Columbia carrying tha full 
eervice of tha Western Aaaaolatad 
Press over Ita own leased wire. 

sP 
-I 
ail I r! 

V O i . 1 0 No. 54 NELSON, B. C., SATURDAY MORNING, JUNE 1(5, 1917 BOc. PER MONTH 

Army la Declared To Be 
Dominant In Country 

iEFONHS DEHMiD 
BY U 

Crisis a Reflection of What 
Is Ocourrinnf In 

Russia 

(By Dally News Leased Wire.) 
LONDON, JIIJHS 16—Rumors of a ser. 

Ibus revolutionary movement appear In 
a section of the press this morning. 
There has been an almost complete 
absence of news from the peninsula 
since the appointment of the new 
ministry. 

Rumors of something abnormal ln 
the Spanish situation have been given 
prominence in tbe reports for two or 
three days by n small section of the 
press and today several papers print 
articles, qeolaring that something Im 
Uortant Is- happening. One suggestion 
is t h a t a movement to bring Spain in­
to the war Is materializing, but the 
Information available is that, the crisis 
Is purely a domestic one, and largely 
due to the- demand for reforms by the 
rank and file of the army. 

One, or two. solitary Madrid telo 
grams whioh have reached hero in the 
last four days carry a denial by 
Premier Dato of a report of Insubor­
dination on the part of tho Bilbao-gar. 
rlson. This is tho only direct confir­
mation of newspaper statements that 

• a grave mil i tary crisis exists ln Spain 
Army Dominant. 

According to the Express, tho army 
has obtained complete dominance, 
military "committees of, defense" have 
been established and.have tabulated a 
list of reforms demanded by tho army. 
The action of the committees, says the 
Express, ii, more or less vivid reflec­
tion of what happened in Petrograd. 

''c1***Prlemrer'*Datb Is iJoWeriess^-W-was 
his'predecessor Count Romanones, to 
obtain a modification of tbe soldiers' 
claims. • 
. Tho Express, asserts that constitu­
tional government is at an end, the 
army is the ultimate arbiter ot the cr i­
sis. -. " j . . . 

The Daily News has similar Infor­
mation and- reports also serious Indus­
trial unrest. If says tho rank and file 
of tho army contains as many factors 
as the populace and Is probably the 
chief link between them In the matter 
of grievance. Poor conditions and 
poor pay lh the army have bred angry 
feelings- aad there has been seething 
llsquletr In Barcelona. 

In all the reports there aro allusions 
to German influence working for their 
own ends. The Spanish embassy ln 
London disclaims knowledge of- any­
thing unusual, but It Is stated that 
neither commercial firms or newspap­
ers arc able to get replies to telogruph 
queries. 

ARSENAULT NEW PREMIER 
OF PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND 

Succeeds Hon. J. A. Mathieson, Who la 
Naw Chief Juatice of the 

Province 

''M'bNTB;EAL„J,une 15.—ptlawn des­
patches during tho day confirmed the 
report of this morning that Hon. J. A. 
Mathieson. premier of l'rlnco Edward 
Island since December 1911, has been 
appointed chief justice of the Island 
province.. His successor ns premier of 
the province nnd IcaAcr of the Conser­
vatives will be the Hon. Auiiin Aracn-
ault, member .for Summersldo, who 
waa a member of. tho Mathieson-gov­
ernment without portfolio. 

Tho now promlcr is of Acadian des­
cent. He was the soil of Senator 
Arsehault,' who died ln 1307. Premier 
Arsenault' Is a luwyor by profession 
and a Roman Cutholic. 
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Minister of Labor Said to Be Anxious 
to Facilitate Reorganization of, 

Borden Cabinet. 

(By Daily News Leased Wire.) 
OTTAWA. June 15-^The -Everting 

Journal says: 
"One of the first resignations from 

the cabinet which will pave the way 
to the contemplated reorganisation will 
bo that of Hon. T. W. Crothers, min 
ister of labor, if rumors which seem 
to emanate from usually reliable 
sources have foundation*, ln fact. I t is 
said to be Mr. Crothers' personal wish 
to facilitate ln every way the strong 
government reorganization planned by 
the premier. Five other ministers a re 
also expected to relinquish office about 
the same time." i 

M S OVER H U E 
COST REUEF WORK 

Balfour Praises Aotion of U. S. in 
Connection With Aiding Sufferers 

in Belgium 

(By Daily News Leased Wire.) 
LONDON, .lune 15.—Arthur J. Bal­

four, foreign secretary, today slgnul-
lzed his first public appearance since 
he returned from the United Status by 
a speech at the second annual meet­
ing of the National Committee for Re­
lief In* Belgium at the Mansion House. 

In his address Mr. Balfour referred 
to the action of the United States in 
taking over the whole cost of tho re­
lief In Belgium, which reference was 
greeted with loud applause by several 
hundred persons, most prominent in 
the relief work which has been car­
ried on since the outbreak of the war, 
and who have collected nearly £2,500, 
000. for It.. 

ON 
URGES CONSCRIPTION 

Pledge Mad* to Vote Against Every 
Candidate Not in Favor in 

Event of Election 

(By Dally News. Leased Wiro.) 
TORONTO, June ID.—Delegates 

from all over Ontario nt a conference 
of the win the war and national unity 
organization called tonight to deter 
mine the attitude of members of the 
organization In this province toward 
any byelection or a general election If 
one be forced upon the country, adopt­
ed this resolution: 

"Resolved that In the event of a by-
election or a general election for the 
Dominion parliament, the Ontario 
branch of the Wln-the-War and Na 
tional Unity league pledges Itself to 
oppose the election of any candidate 
who does not publicly agree to support 
every measure calculated to bring the 
full strength of the country in men. 
money and resources into effectual 
use for wining the war, and In tho 
event that no candidate In a constit­
uency meets this requirement will It 
self nominate and support a candl 
dato of Its own." 

SWOBODA IS CHARGED 
WITH RECRUITING SPIES 

Arrested in Switzerland—Was Held by 
Paris Police in Connection with 

Fire on Ship. 

(By Dally Nows Leased. Wire.) 
" PARIS, June 15.—Ramond Ruff 

Swobodu, who was held for some time 
jby the Paris police in the spring of 
1915 on suspicion of causing a flro on 
.board the French liner La Touralne, 
has been arrested by the Zurich police, 
according to the Zurich correspondent 
of the Petit Parlslen. He Is accused 
of recruiting spies to work against 
Ilrance and is alleged to be In close 
relations with n Geneva business man 
who was recently sentenced to ltfo im­
prisonment ln Paris for espionage. 

- r 
MLAMES LIBERALS FOR 

QUEBECS POOR SHOWING 
Hon, RfBeylyny Declares They Aro 

Responsible for Lack of Re­
cruiting In Province 

(By Daily Kews Leased Wire.) 
OTTAWA, Ju'/t,v 16.—Probably tho 

liveliest sitt ing of tho houso ot com­
mons so ter this sesiNon occurred today 
when tho estimates of Hon. Albert Se-
vtaijy minister of Inland revonue,.wcrc 
uJBor consideration, The trouble was 
duo to a. recommendation made by Mr. 
Sevigny in favor of the appointment of 
Raoul Rcnaud, editor of Le Franc -Par-
luer of Quebec, to a position in the 
Inland revenue department. 

Liberal members j Interpreted the 
minister's explanation of tho proposed 
appointment as meaning that he had| 
thought it best to stop the criticism .of 
the paper In regard to recruiting, hy 
giving Its editor ii post In the depart­
ment. They declared that tho actlpn 
of the government placed the govern­
ment in a peculiar position nnd that 
Mr. .Sevigny had-laid down, a danger­
ous1 principle. Mr, Hevlgny, on the 
nihr-r lijinil, mnlntnlnod thnl Mr. Iteu-
Bliil was favorable lo p«vtlcl|>ation tig 

Canada In the war and that he had 
simply criticized tho methods of the 
mllltla department as well as Sir Wil­
liam Price who was raising a regiment 
In Quebec 

Hon. Charles Marcil was Inclined to 
support this viow and quoted extracts 
from the newspaper ln question to es­
tablish It. 

The debate became very blttor and 
Mr. Sevigny deolared that Lo Devoir 
had became friendly to Sir Wilfrid 
Laurier elnco Sunday last. He under­
stood that this was because of a con­
ference that had takon place botwoon 
Sir Wilfrid Laurler and Henri Bour-

B. M*. Macdonald vigorously denied 
this and said that Mr. Sevigny waa 
"a liar." The remark was not heard 
by Chairman Ralnvllle or the members 
generally and there wero no demands 
for retraction. 

After the dinner recess Mr. Macdon­
ald stated that ho had been authorized 
by Sir Wilfrid ,Laurler to dony that 
ho had beon in conference with Mr. 
;Bourassa and, Mr. Sevigny said ho was 
willing to accept the slntemcnt. 

IHrndflti Lnpolntc of Knmoroushl, 
(Continued on I'njfc Two.). 

WIN 
p " BAHEE8 IN AIR 
Five Austrian Machines Are Brought 

Down—Attacking Enemy Patrols 
Repulsed by Troops 

(By Dally News Leased Wire.) 
ROME, June 15.—"On the W i r e 

front arti l lery engagements have pre­
dominated," says the statement issued 
todfty by the war office. "Our art i l ­
lery bombarded enemy convoys In close 
proximity to the station at Calltano 
and also columns on the march in the 
Terrango valley and in the Val Su-
gana. At tempts by the onemy's patrols 
against our lines near the Maso tor­
rent failed. 

"Aerial activity has been intense on 
the Trentino front. Two enemy avia­
tors were brought down near Monte 
Verena, and in the valley of the 
Maggie- torrent/- Two others were 
compelled to land inside our own lines 
hi the ;Val Sugar.a. A fifth machine 
was struck by our flro and fell to 
earth on the slope of Monte Zeblo. 
One of our machines IsTmissing." 

COST Of LIVING 
SflU INCREASING 

Figure for Weekly Budget Rises From 
$10.37 to $11.82 During Month 

f May. 

(By Daily News Leased Wire.) 
OTTAWA, June IB.—The monthly 

report of the department of labor 
shows that the cost of living is still 
Increasing. In retail prices of food the 
cost of u weekly family budget, in­
cluding about 30 staple foods, rose 
from 110.37 to $11.82 during the month 
of May. 

of this increase one-third occurred 
[in meats, one-third In bread and flour 
and one-quarter in potatoes. Rice, 
beans and sugar also showed some in­
creases. Cheese was a little higher, 
but milk and htiter declined slightly, 
whereas the increase is usually sub­
stantial. 

In May, 1916, the same budget cost 
:$8.37; in 1915, $7.84 and in May, 1914, 
$7.42. 
; The department reports that coal 
and wood were slightly higher than a 
year ago. l ieuts also showed some In­
creases. In wholesale prices the de­
partment Index number based upon the 
average prices of 27 commodities, for 
the decade 1890 to 1899. .stood a t 240 
for May 1, compared with 228.70 for 
April and 183.83 for May, 1916. 

The department of labor reports 
that during May there were.34 strikes 
Involving 184 firms and 10,955 employ­
ees. At the ond of the month 17 strikes 
were unsettled. The trend of wages 
was reported as upward. 

MISTAKES IN FUTURE 
I 

French Speaker Warns Allies Not to 
Rely Too Much on Assistance 

from Russia 

(By Dally News Lensed Wire.) 
LONDON, June 15.—Henry Frank­

lin Bouillon, member of tho French 
chamber of deputies and chairman of 
the inter-allicd parliamentary confer-
once, who is arranging Inter-parlia­
mentary conferences of the allies for 
this fall, speaking at the American 
Luncheon club today urged tho vital 
need of thu closest possible coopera­
tion between iho allies In what he 
hoped wduld bo tho final purposo of 
the war. 

In his address M. Bouillon said: 
"Although there Is not the slightest 

doubt of the result of tho war In our 
minds, we would be foolish to blind 
ourselves to tho fact that we have got 
a long road to travel and must suffer 
much yet ln the cause of final victory. 

"It has beon our misfortune Chat 
some of our best plans have miscar­
ried and wo have also made some seri­
ous mistakes owing to the lack of co­
operation and coordination. Wo must 
avoid such mistakes in tbe future. We 
must be prepared for the worst. Wo 
must be prepared for a situation In 
which wo may not got ull the assist­
ance wo expect from Russia, although 
everybody in still hopeful that what Is 
best in new Russia will prevail. 

"With us in France, It has begun 
to be largely a question of man power. 
France already has sacrificed her 
manhood and our allies have incurred 
similar losses—the glorious British 
army of the battlefields of the Somme, 
the glorious Belgian army In Flan­
ders and the glorious Rumanian army 
are banded ugainst tho mailed flHts. 
The same Is true of wonderful Russia, 
which hus recruited 3,000,000 men. 

"Now we must took to the United 
States to make good tho wastage and 
to work in close harmony with Brit­
ain, France and the glorious nations 
who have borne the brunt of the fight­
ing for almost three years. 

"We ure Joined to speak and work 
for Belgian relief, but the only true 
remedy for tho wrongs of Belgium is 
tho defoat af.:,Germany-'!.. 

SASKATOON BOV 
DROWNED IN LAKE 

Canoe Capaiies—Companion Who Trlee 
to Rescue Him Exhausted When 

Pioked up. 

(By Dally ftews Leased Wire.) 
SASKATOON, Sask., June 16.—By 

tho cupBlzIng of a canoe. .lack Cairns, 
15, son of J. F . Cairns, this city, was 
drowned In Pike lnko tonight. His 
companion. Brock Smith, a good Hwlm-
nior, endeavored in rescue hlin and wus 
lllmsclf exhausted whop, help mrrlxet. 

Bonar Law Explains Step 
by British Government 

ACTION TAKEN IN 
VIEW Of CONVENTION 

New Era In Relations of 
England and Ireland 

Hoped for 

(By Dally News Leased Wire.) 
LONDON, June IB.—(Via Router's 

Ottawa Agency.)—In the house of 
commons .today Mr. Bonar Law an­
nounced uie government's decision to 
release Irish political prisoners. He 
said that the government had long and 
anxiously considered the position of 
the Irish political {prisoners and had 
arrived a t the decision which it was 
now his duty to aVnoun.ce. The gov­
ernment felt, after carefully consider­
ing the approaching session of the 
convention ln which Irish representa­
t ives would sit to settle the difficult 
problem of the future administration 
of their country, that this great Im­
provement would mark a new era In 
the relations between Brituin and Ire­
land and the Empire. 

Nothing could be more regrettable 
than that the work of the convention 
should be embarrassed nt the outset 
by embittered associations which 
might even hinder that settlement to 
which nil looked forward with hope. 

"In the circumstances, the govern­
ment," he snld, "have decided that they 
cannot give a better earnest of 
the spirit In which they approach the 
convention than by removing ono of 
tho main causes of serious misunder­
standing with which it is In their 
power to deal. They have decided, 
therefore, on the release of all the 
political prisoners In confinement In 
connection with the recent rebellion. 
They have not, however, arrived at 
this decision without careful consid-
erutlon of. two un*-*.. is .of tho caso 
which it Is impossible to ignore. Thoy 
have satisfied themselves. In the first 
place, that public security will not bo 
endangered by such an act of grace 
and that in none of the cases concerned 
was participation In the rebellion ac­
companied by individual acts which 
would render such a disptay of clem­
ency Impossible. 

"In recommending his majesty to 
grant a general amnesty to the persons 
jin question; tho government are in* 
[splred by the sanguine hone thut their 
action would be welcomed In a spirit 

[of magnanimity, and that tho conven­
tion will outer upon Its arduous under­
taking under circumstances thut will 
constitute a good augury for recon­
ciliation, which Is the desire of ull 
'parties In overy part of the kingdom 
und the Empire." 

Mr, Devlin expressed tbe gratitude 
of tho Nationalists for the govern -
Jmcnt's action,*Whioh representatives of 
the Liberal and Labor parties cordially 
approved. 

U.SJEIA Wl 
ARE ADJUS 

H 
ED 

Secretary Lansing Makes Satisfactory 
Explanation to Ambassador 

Regarding China , 

WASH l NGTON, June 15.—Almaro 
Sato, Japanese ambassador, conferred 
todny with Secretary Lansing on the 
scope uud purpose of the coming Jap­
anese diplomatic mission, which la ex­
pected to place the relations of the 
two countries on a better busts. 

The recent misunderstanding in 
Japan over America's note urging tho 
Chinese fnctlons to restore order wus 
stated afterward to havo been cleared 
up. Ambnssudor Suto hus cabled bis 
government that the false text curried 
In the Tokio Salah from Its New York 
correspondent wus not an actual note 
from this government, but merely the 
comment of some Washington corros 
pondent upon it. 

Jap Commission Appointed 
VANCOUVER, B. C , Juno 15.— 

Private advices recoived here tonight 
announce the appointment of Baron 
Ishll, as the head of u commission 
formed to effect a rapprochement with 
the United Stntes over the Chinese 
question, the recent sending of un of­
ficiul communlcutlon lo tho Chinese 
government on Its Internal affairs, 
having encroached on what Japan 
claims to be Its particular concern. 

Huron Ishll wus for u time foreign 
secretury in the Oyuma cublnet. 

BRITISH AVIATORS 
DESTROY AIRDROME 

(By Dally News Leased Wire.) 
LONDON. June 15.—An official 

statement issued tonight says: 
"A squadron of British airplanes 

bombarded the airdrome of St. 
Denis, Westrim (Belgium) this 
morning. A large number of bombs 
were dropped on objectives. Very 
good shooting appears to have 
been made. Many direct hits were 
observed, from which dense clouds 
of smoke arose. All our machines 
returned safely/' 

RUSSIAN TOWN SAVS 
IT IS A REPUBLIC 

Eight Killed and Many Wounded in 
Fight That Follows Proclamation 

—President Arrested. 

(By Daily News Leased Wire.) 
PETROGRAD, June 15.—The town 

of Klrsanova, In the province of Tam­
bov, ln centrul Russia, bus proclnimed 
itself un autonomous republic. A fight 
betweon partizans of opposing parties 
there followed the proclamation and 
eight persons yerc killed and many 
wounded. Trunlne, the president of 
the new republic, has been arrested 
and troops have been sent to Klrsan­
ova. 

'Vancouver Business Men Take Action 
on Trouble Between Street Car 

Company and Men 

(By Dally News Leased Wire.) 
VANCOUVER, B. C, June 15.—The 

Retail Merchants association of Van­
couver today met and took prelimin­
ary steps lo attempt a settlement of 
the street railway strike. Two pro­
posals were adopted. Arrangements 
were made to call a meeting of tbe. 
strongest possible committee of local 
business men on Monday, whon an 
effort will be made to formulate a 
plan for ending the strike nnd which 
will lie presented lo the city council 
on Tuesday night, ln addition to this, 
Secretary W. K. Payne was Instructed 
to write the British Columbia Electric 
Railway compnny and Its men offer­
ing to place the matter of the strike 
before the arbitration committee of 
the board of trade. 

J 
EVIEWS 
DGE'S FINDING 

AUSTRIAN GOVERNMENT GIVES 
WAY TO PEOPLE'S DEMANDS 

(By Dally News Leused Wire.) 
LONDON, June 15.—A despatch 

from Amsterdam quotes a Vienna des­
patch as asserting thnt |n tho upper 
house of the rolchersat, the premier 
said the government recognized the 
necessity of enlarging constitutional 
Institutions with the Ideu! of doing 
more justice thun previously to the 
wishes and needs of the people, ac­
cording lo their national, cultural de­
velopment ami activity white preserv­
ing Hie hluiutieul structure of the 
State, 

McLeod-Letellier Commission Investi­
gates Rogers1 Complaint Regard­

ing Gait Report. 

(By Dally News Leased Wire.) 
MONTREAL, June 15—Tho McLeod-

Letellier commission which Is investi­
gating the complaint of Hon. Robert 
Rogers regarding tbe finding of the 
Gait commission in the caso of tho 
Manitoba agricultural college, has be­
gun Us sitt ings quietly at the Rltz-
Carloton hotel. Chief Justice Sir Eze­
klel McLeod of New Brunswick, ar­
rived here Saturday and Mr. Justice 
Louis Letellier, the other momber of 
the cummisslon, bus bad several sit­
tings with his co-commissioner. It is 
expected that for some time tho com­
missioners wll confine themselves to 
the reading of the evidence taken a t 
the Winnipeg Inquiry, with the object 
of finding out whether the evidence 
there justified the report of Mr. Jus­
tice Gait. 

The order ln council, however, which 
created tbe McLeod-LetclIler commis­
sion, gave them power to take new 
evidence and tt would not be sur­
prising If both Mr. Rogers and Mr. 
Justice Gait arc called upon to testify. 

Up to the present tbe reading of tbe 
evidence hns been a formal proceeding, 

Huns Holding Position Near Bullecourt Offered Stub­
born Resistance but Ultimately Yielded To Superior 

Fighting Quality of Haig's Troops 

ATTACKS L A M E D IN FLANDERS 

Rapid Blow Dealt Germans Between Yprea and Co mines 
—Berlin Admits Withdrawal of Its Forces East of 

Messines- Since June 7 British Lines Have 
Been Advanced On 7-Mile Front 

HOLLAND APPOINTS 
CIVILIAN WAR MINISTER 

(By Dally News Leased Wire.) 
THE HAGUE. June 15.—Jonkher de 

Jongc, chief ol' tlio cabinet at the wur 
office, has been named war minister. 
He Is tile first civilian who has ever 
been appointed to this post. 

OVER 50 KILLED 
AND 14 INJURED 

Japanese Merchant Auxiliary Steamer 
Destroyed—Commander Among 

Those Who Perish. 

(By Dully News Leased Wire.) 
NBW YORK, Ju»o 15.—A portion of 

u despatch received hero tonight from 
Toklo shows thut a ninrlno disaster of 
some kind hus occurred in which more 
than B0 persons were killed und ethers 
wounded. The despatch IH dated Thurs­
day and possibly hus reference to the 
merchant auxiliary steamer Hakakl- a 
vessel of 3401 tons. The cablegram, 
the first part of which Is missing, fol­
lows: 

Toklo, June 14.—Commander Uye-
paru, captain of the Sakukl, Com111--.11-
ler Tnkokl nnd the engineer and 54 
itber momUot'S (if the crew were killed 

uud l i omtcrs uml men wounded," 

mmm 

(By Associated Press.) 
Field Marshal Haig has taken ano­

ther bite Into the Hindenburg line and 
enptured a section of the famous Ger­
man position northwest of Bullecourt. 
The British advance in this region Is 
the first determined one made there 
since the end of the sanguinary fight­
ing which resulted In the capture of 
the town of Bullecourt by the British, 
and is In the direction of Hendecourt-
Les-Cagnicourt. Tho Germans resisted 
the British stubbornly; but finally 
yielded after suffering many casual­
ties. 

In Flanders the British have extend­
ed their gains astride the Ypres-Com-
ines canal In the direction of Comines 
and in the region of Messines toward 
Warneton on tho Franco-Belgian bor­
der. One hundred and fifty prisoners 
and a number of machine guns were 
taken. Since June 7, the British have 
succeeded in occupying the German 
first lino trenches from the Lys to the 
Warnave river, and have advanced 
their line on a seven-mile front.from 
500 to 1000 yards. 

Berlin officially admits a withdrawal 
of tho German front lino between 
Ypres and Armentieres east of Mes­
slnes, as announced by Field Marshal 
Hal's on Thursday. Elsewhere on the 
frofit' In France there has been little 
fighting, except artillery activity of 
varying intensity. 

Gain All Objectives 
LONDON, June 15.—Field Marshal 

Haig drove forward today in another 
rapid blow at the German lines in tho 
"bottle neck" between Ypros and Co­
mines, gaining all objectives, accord­
ing to bis report. Many prisoners, 
many howitzers and machine guns 
were captured. 

British Official Report 
LONDON, .lune 15.—Tonight's offi­

cial statement reads: 
"Early this morning we attacked 

and captured a fourth portion of a 
sector of the Hlndenburg line held by 
the enemy northwest of Bullecourt. 
The hostile garrison offered stubborn 
resistance und suffered heavy casual­
ties. We took 43 prisoners. 

"We also captured a few prisoners 
ns tbe result of successful raids east 
of Loos and near the river Lys. 

"Our own and the enemy's artillery 
were active during the day north of 
the Searpe and at a number of points 
between Armentieres and Ypres. 

"Four Germnn airplanes woro 
brought down Thursday In air fighting 
ami three others wero driven down out 
of control. Two of our machines full­
ed to return." 

Belgians Bring Down Airplanes 
PARIS) June 15.—The day has been 

quiet except In the sectors of l lur le-
blse and Craonne, whero the two ur-
tlllerles continued to show activity," 
suid tonight's official communication 
from tbe French war offlee In regard 
to operations In France uud Belgium. 

"Belgian communication: The arti l­
lery fighting has been rather spirited 
toward tichlllerburg and Steenstrnete. 
At Hetsus Thursday our aviators 
brought down two eijcmy airplanes, 
which fell within the Germun lines. 
By morning u third airplane attacked 
by our muchlnes wus brought down In 
flumes toward Keyem." 

Berlin Admits Defeat 
BERLIN, Juno 15.—Today's official 

statement reads: 
"Western front: In Flanders, be­

tween Ypres and Armentieres, after a 
comparatively quiet day, vigorous 
gunfire began at 8:30 o'clock in the 
evening, followed by British at tacks 
along tho whole front. After hard 
fighting, which in some places lasted 
until morning, the enemy pressed back 
our protecting troops situated further 
cast, between Hollebeke and the Louve 
region and southwest of Warneton, 
which had hitherto successfully 
screened our fighting line against all 
reconnoiterlng thrusts by the Brit ish 
since May 10. 

"North of the fighting area, to tho 
coast, there has only been a little ar t i l ­
lery activity. 

"By a surprlso attack our troops 
broke up a Belgian post, consisting of 
25 men, on the Yser canal. 

"On the Artols front, after vigorous 
waves of flro, the British attacked our 
trenches during the morning east of 
Moncfly. They forced their way in a t 
some points, but were at once driven. 
out by our troops. A portion of a 
trench west of the Sart wood is still 
held by the enemy. 

"During the evening several Bri t ish 
battalions uiHfcnced east of Loos. "Hem 
also our position was maintained by a 
vigorous counter-attack." 

BRITISH H U BACK 
FOE N 

Break Up Three Attacks Made Aftor 
Artillery Preparation in Lake 

Doiran Region 

(By Daily News Leased Wire.) 
PARIS, June 15.—An official report 

on operations In Macedonia states: 
"June 14: In tho region of Lako 

Doiran tbe enemy, after artillery pre­
paration, attempted three raids on 
British positions, but was repulsed. 
The artillery fighting has been rather 
violent on the right bank of the Var­
dar and Intermittent in the Cerna 
bend. The British aviators have 
bombed Dorna station, 15 kilometres 
southwest of Seores." 

AUSTRIAN SOCIALIST 
MAKES PLEA FOR PEACE 

(By Dally News Leased Wire.) 
LONDON, June 15.—According to a 

Vienna despatch, during a discussion 
ot the budget, in the Austrian lower 
house, Karl Seitz, Socialist, made a 
strong plea for peace on tho basis of 
no annexations or Indemnities. 

He said that the aim of the Stock­
holm conference was to review mis­
understandings, and the Socialists 
hoped to start In on a uniform move­
ment In tbe interests of peace. 

"We demand from a government a 
fresh nnd unreserved statement that 
It is ready to do everything to put an 
end to this terrible slaughter, by a 
solemn proclamation of a basis of no 
annexations and no indemnities," he 
said. 

GRAIN YIELD IN CANADA 
LIKELY TO BE GREATER 

Area Sown to Wheat la 4 per Cent 
More Than Was Harvested 

in 1916. 

(By Dally News Leased Wire.) 
OTTAWA, Juno 15.—The census and 

stutlstlcs office has Issued a prelim­
inary estimate of the areas sown to 
grain crops this spring, with a report 
of their conditions on May 31, as com­
piled from the returns of crop reports. 
Tho reports from the prairie provinces 
stale tho spring wheat there la back­
ward und seeding is consequently late. 
At the end of May sovero frosts cut 
down the growing wheat plant; but 
rapid recovery was anticipated. Rain 
was needed for the germination of tho 
later seed crops and of wheat sown on 
stubble. It Is estimated from the re­
ports of correspondents thut the total 
area sown to wheat for 1917 is 13,450,-
250 acres us compared with 14.S97.000 
acres In lDlti. Thus the area sown this 
year while nearly 10 per cent less than 
the area sown for 1916 Is about 4 por 
cent moro than the urea harvested for 
1916. 

In arriving at these figures revised 
returns ot the census of 1910 have heen 
included tor Manitoba. Saskatchewan 
and Alberta, Aa com-ourcd. witli the 

area sown for 1916, the returns this 
year Indicate small increases under 
wheat In each of the Atlantic provinces 
and ln British Columbia and an in­
crease of 25,000 acres in Quebec, but 
for each of the remaining provinces 
decreases are roported to the extent 
of 154,000 acres in Ontario, 204,000 
acres in Manitoba, 927,000 acres In 
Saskatchewan and 158,000 acres in Al­
berta. 

Tho decrease in the area sown to 
wheat this year is purtly duo to the 
curtailment of the seeding season by 
tho lateness of tho spring, and efforts 
were, therefore, apparently directed to­
ward an increase in the areas sown to 
other crops. For oats tho acreage Is 
11,781,900 as compared with 11,376,345 
acres the area sown and 9,876,340 
acres the area harvested lost year. 
Barley Is sown to 1,954,100 acres as 
ugainst 1,287,780 acres, the area sown, 
aud 681,180 ucres, the area harvested, 
ln 1916. Rye has a sown area of 169,-
470 acres as compared with 147,170 
acres In 1916; peas 152,406 acres a s 
against 159,680 acres; mixed grains, 
558,250 acres as compared with 410,-
726 acres; hay and clover, 7,6*81,800 as 
ngnlhsi 7,827,11811, and alfalfa, S4,90U, 
a y e s ngulngt §9,1^ HgrSBi „ ^ , 
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