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TURKS SUFFERED BIG LOSS 
IN DEFENSE OF ERZERUM 

Russians Answer Statement 
of Constantinople 

HORE THAN 300 
GUNS CAPTURED 

Enormous Number of Dead 
Counted After Victors 

Entered City 

(By Dally News Loosed Wire.) 
LONDpN, Feb. 29.—In a lengthy 

statement In reply to an official s tate­
ment Issued from Constantinople the 
Russian general staff do3crlbod lhe 
powerful defenses which guarded F.r-
zorum and deolaros that the forco of 
tho blow dealt by the Russians can be 
estimated by the fact that some of the 
Turkish army corps of three divisions 
each now number only a few thousand 
men, tho remainder having cither per­
ished or been taken prisoner. . 

PBTROGRAD, Feb. , 29.—Tonight's 
offiolal statement says: 

"On the Black sea one of our de­
stroyers dispersed by its fire a con­
voy, which was proceeding along tho 
coast Toad. 

Only Fart in the District 
"Caucasus front: The Turkish com­

munication of Feb. 21 states that the 
retreat pf the Turkish army from 
Erzerum teward positions west of tho 
fortress was effected without loss and 
that thp Turks abandoned In the fort­
ress only 59 Pld guns they could not 
remove, At tho same time Turkish 
headquarters denies statements alleged 
to havo been disseminated by tho Rus­
sians of the capture In Erzerum of 
1000 guns and 80,000 prisoners. The 
same Turkish communication declares 
that Erczerum was really not a fort­
ress but atl open town with fortifica­
tions devoid of any military value. 

"In view of these assertions the 
Russian general staff announces that 
thp fortress of Erzorum was the only 
fortified point Ih the interior of Asia 
Minor, protecting weBtern Armenia 
and Anatolia, and commanding all the 
best roads pf Transcaucasia und the 
interior of Asia Minor. For many 
yeacs past great Improvements have 
been carried out In the works by the 
Turks with the assistance of tho Ger­
mans. The terrain in front rendered 
it naturally strong, while lt wns cov­
ered on tlio flanks by mountain passes 
most difficult to approach and with 
their passes protected also by power­
ful forts. 

"Such was the formidable barrier in 
the path of our offensive, with enorm­
ous defensive advantages on the 
northeast and east. 

Defense Cost Many Lives 
"During tho five days assault tho 

fortress was defended by the Turks 
with stubbornness, . to which tho 
enormous number of dead and frozen 
bodies gives testimony. 

"Tho Caucasus army succeeded ln 
surmounting a steep mountain, pro­
tected not only by forts but by wire 

entaglements and other defenses, and 
assaulted the fortress after an art i l ­
lery preparation. The assault on the 
first and principal position lusted 
from Feb. l t to 15 inclusive. After 
we hod taken the ferts pn the left 
flank of the principal Turkish line of 
defense, extending 27 miles, the fate 
of, tho forts In tho centro and on tho 
right flgnk and after them, of tho 
second line forts and tho principal de­
fensive positions was decided Feb. 16 
after short attacks. These fortifica­
tions, which were full of Turkish dead, 
remained In our possession. 

"During the assault on tho fortress 
several Turkish regiments woro anni­
hilated or taken prisoners, with all 
their officers. On the line forts alone 
•wp ,tppk 197 artillery pieces of various 
calibres and In good condition. In the 
defense works of the central forts wo 
took another 126 pieces. 

Struck Vigorous Blow 
"In thp fortified region of Erzerum 

we tobk a largo number of storehouses 
of various kinds, which have already 
been mentioned. 
' ' "The exact number of Turkish pr is­

oners is 235 officers and J 2,753 men. 
..'"It is possible to estimate the force 

ofVthe blow which we doalt tbo Turk­
ish- army by tho fact, that some of 
their army cprps of threo divisions, now 
only number from 3000 to 5000 men, 
with a few guns. 
X'M) of" tho remainder have either 

ONTARIO TO VOTE 
ON PROH BITIOK 

Legislation Will Be Introduced This 
Session and 'Referendum Placed 

Before the People. 

(By Dally News Leased "tVdrc'./j 
TORONTO, Feb. 29.—Prohibition of 

tho sale of intoxicants in Ontario will 
bo, as wag forecasted yesterday, tlje 
feature of tho government's legislative 
program In the session of tho legisla­
ture which hogan .today. This -was con* 
firmed in the speeoh from tho throne. 
Whatever form this legislation may as 
sumo after lis passage, tho program 
beforo heenming operative will be sub 
mltted to a referendum vote. 

Further Uxation for the purpose of 
Increasing "revenues, aid to northern 
settlors and tho creation of a labor 
brunch of the public works 'department 
aro othcr'foaturcs of the government 
program ns outlined In the speech. 

(Continued on Page Three.) 

RULES 1 S T GOVERN 
Naval Expert Asserts That War on 

British Commerce Has Not 
Been Intensified 

(By Dnily News Leased Wire.) 
BERLIN, Feb. 20, via London.— 

There is no -justification In referring lo 
"an intensification of the war on Eng­
lish commerce," ns a'consequence of 
the German memorandum concerning 
the future treatment of armed mer­
chantmen, in tho opinion of Capt. Per-
slus, the naval expert of tho Berlinor 
Tageblatt, who is. a leader writer in 
that papor, clisoussed the situation aa 
it will exist after today. 

Tho captain points out that an ad­
dendum was made to Germany's "or­
der concerning-prizes" of June 22t 1011 
—that is to say, before the war—In 
which it Is declared thnt every hostile 
notion of an armed merchantman 
would be considered piracy. The war 
zono ordor of Feb. 8, 1015, he says, 
merely, called, the attention of neutrals 
anew to the German rule. He anys 
that the latest memorandum does not' 
speak especially of submarines but of 
German "sea boats." Hence the talk 
of an exclusively submarine campaign 
Is not justified. 

Capt. Perseus argues that if tho 
United Slates declares that it.did not 
sign the Paris convention in 1S5C, 
which abolished privateering and hence 
Is not obliged to refuse recognition for 
armed merchantmen, this is a mere 
evasion and amounts to a sooond. 
knocking of the weapon from the hand 
of one of two duelists. He expresses 
the opinion that the war against Brit­
ish merchantmen must be prosecuted 
vigorously,. 

"We must not deceive ourselves that 
carrying on the campaign now as be­
fore is not surrounded by diplomatic 
reefs for out* marit ime forces and es­
pecially for our submarines in their 
war on commerce. Nevertheless tho 
nation can look hopefully to the fu­
ture. The. submarines, have dono their 
part already to bring about tho con­
ditions complained of in tho house of 
commons by Mr. Runciman and 33 per 
cent of the normal freight capacity is 
lacking." 

TO GUARANTEE FUND IWILSON ASKS VOTE 
» • » • ^CONFIDENCE 

Hon. A. C Flumerfelt Announces Pro 
pocal of Provincial Government— 

Not to Exceed Two Millions. 

(Special to The Daily News.) 
VICTORIA, B. C, Feb. 29.—Hon A. 

C. Flumerfelt, minister of finane*?, at 
a byelc-clion campaign meeting hore 
last night, announced tho terms of the 
government's policy regarding aid to 
shipbuilding in British Columbia. Tho 
government will guarantee a sum not 
to exceed $2,000,000 to secure the im­
mediate construction of at least 10 
vessels. Legislation to bring about this 
guarantee will be introduced in the 
legislature within 10 days. Tho bill 
•will authorize tho ilayimg down in 
Victoria and vicinity of fivo keels, the 
Other five to he huilt a t suitable point: 
in British Columbia. The guarantee is 
to cover GO per cent of the cost of tho 
ships and easy terms of repayment to 
the government of tho amount ad 
vanced will ho provided. 

GREEN ARRANGES FOR 
CHANGES IN PHONE BILL 

(By Daily News Leased Wire.) 
- OTTAWA, Feb. 20,—W. D. Lighth.ill, 
secretary of the Canadian Union of 
Municipalities, appeared before th' 
railway committee of the house of 
commons today to ask for amendments 
to tho bill to incorporate the Western 
Canada Telcphono company of BrltlHli 
Columbia In order to protect fully tho 
municipalities. A protest against the 
bill in its present form wap also re­
ceived by Hon. J. D. Reid act ing min­
ister -of railways, from Mayor Stewart 
of Victoria, president of the British 
Columbia Union of Municipalities. R. 
F. Oreen of Kootenay, sponsor for tho 
bill, explained* that tho company 
which now has n. provincial charter 
and desires federal incorporation, IH 
willing to accept all tho provisions of 
the Dominion Railway act safeguard­
ing the municipalities. R was decided 
to reprint the bill with these amend­
ments and to consider them at a later 
date. 

GREECE WILL HOLD 
TO ITS NEU RALITY 

TO TAKE SASKATCHEWAN 
EVIDENCE BY COMMISSION 

(By Daily Newa Leased Wire.) 
REGINA, Feb. '29J—At a short sit­

ting of tho public accounts committee 
today arrangements were completed 
for tho taking of evidence by Ft i. 
Robinson and S. S. Porter by com-
misslon a t Victoria, B. C , whore thoy 
now are in connection with the inquiry 
into Swift Current telephone site deals. 
After Justice W^tmoro had disposed of 
this commission ho will take evidence 
of C. Willoughby and 13, Dunoon, in 
regard to the Regina telephone site 
and .will then return to Regina to start 
upon the royal commission inquiring 
into tho road work charges. Mr. Wot 
more is chairman of this commission. 

Skouloudis Tells German Correspond­
ent That Entente Tried to Force 

the Issue. . ' 

(By Dally News Leased Wire.) 
BERLIN, Feb. iO. -Wire less to Say-

vllle.—"Do you consider it possible Lo 
force our people to give up their neu­
tral i ty 'by pressure with bayonets? 
Whoever believes that the Greeks will 
abandon their king does not know tho 
Greek character." 

Thus declared Premier -Shouloudls of 
Greece to the correspondent of the 
Berliner Tageblatt, who was inter­
viewing him, according to the Over­
seas Nows agency, which summarizes 
the interview thus: 

"Premier Skouloudis asserted that 
between Jan. 1 and 10 the entente 
powers tried to move the Greek peo­
plo to rebellion against their govern­
ment by at tempting to s tarve them 
out, but that the Greeks got along on 
vegetables and fruits. When tho en­
tente powers saw this, added the pre­
mier, they understood thut not only the 
Oreek army, but the majority of tho 
Greek people endorsed their govern­
ment's policy. 

"Tho entente powers then changed 
their tactics," continued tho premier, 
"and allowed the Greeks their regular 
rations. 

"Greece hopes for and would welcome 
an offenslvo against Snlonlki," the 
premier asserted, "because the occupa­
tion of that port affects every Greek 
liko a nightmare." 

Ho felt certain, he said, that if the 
Bulgarians wore to enter Greece for 
war operations the feelings of the 
Groeks would not 'be hurt. Finally, 
be declared emphatically: "At all 
events the world will see that Greeco 
will not give up its neutrality.. It 
will not allow itself t0 be forced by 
ovents nor hy arms." 

Wants, Submarine Ifisne !n 
House Settler! 

TALK STRENGTHENS 

Executive Says Position Is 
Weakened Before 

the World 

(By Dally Xews Leased Wiro.) 
"WASHINGTON, Feb. 2f».—President 
Wilson decided today thnt he cannot 
proceed wlthMhe German submarine 
negotiations while dimension In con­
gress weakens his position .before the 
world, so ho cnllerl for n showdown 
on the impending proposals to warn 
Americans off merchant ships of tho 
TCuroponn belligerents armed for de­
fense. . 

Making clenr that he considers the 
president and rint conp-oss charged 
with the cpnduct of foreign relation* 
of the United States, .he wrote a let 
ter to Representative Pou, acting 
chairman of the house rules cornmis'.' 
sion, asking Id into provide pnrlia 
mentary means foi' br inging the acita 
tlnn out into tho open on tho floor of 
the house for full discussion and 
vote. Later, he summoned Senator 
Stone and Representative Flood, chair 
man of the foreign affairs committees, 
and Senator Kern, majori ty loader in 
the senate, for a conference at the 
Whito House tomorrow morning, at 
which he will request tha t oho of tho 
various pending resolutions he acted 
upon In both bonnes. 

Seek Vote of Confidence. 
Administration leaders are so sure 

of their position t ha t they plan to 
end all agitation -wltH a vote of oonfi-
reneo in tho president. 

This course was decided on after 
today's cabinet meeting, nt which it 
was discussed .after a. week's steady 
work a f the cftffltfli The stiffening of 
the German attitude following the de­
velopment of opposition -.in conirross 
influenced Mr. Wilson. It is known 
that among the elements leading to 
the president's action wero repeated 
declaration of Germany's unyielding 
att i tude expressed in -statements from 
Berlin hy the highest officials of the 
German government, some of which 
even approached Intimation of bud 
faith on the president's par t because 
the United States would not accept the 
view that the Lusitania guarantees ap­
plied only to ships car ry ing no arma­
ment whatever. 

It is considered probable thut ac­
tion hy both houses" m a y be taken 
Thursday. 

BRITISHER BRINGS 
DOWN ENEMY PLANE 

('By Daily Xews Leased Wire*.!) 
LONDON, March 1, 1:25 a.m.—A 

British official statement issued 
here this morning says: 

"Flight Lieut. Simms yesterday 
attacked a hostile aeroplane which \ 
fell In flames a short distance In 
front of the Belgian lines', the com­
bat . and Its result being in full 
view of the Belgian soldiers in the 
trenches." 

ANSWERS LIBERAL CRITICS 
WHO OPPOSE APPLE DUTY 

• * » • 

(By Daily News Leased Wiro.) 
OTT.AiWiA, Feb. 29.—The debate on 

the budget, which has been proceed-
in* a t intervals since Sir Thomas 
White mode bis annual financial state-
ment. waa concluded a t a sitt ing of 
the house of commons which ran ihto 
the early morning hours. 
\,:Hon. Frank Oliver and Hon. Arthur 
Meighen each made speeches of more 
than two hours' duration after which 
E. J t Macdonald, Sir Herbert Ames, G. 
O. McCraney, W. F. Maclean and J. C. 
Ethier wer& heard. 

; Mr. Oliver save a sood deal of his 

timo to a consideration of financial 
conditions . and general expenditures, 
accusing the government of unneces­
sary extravagance during war timo, 
He criticized some of the details of 
the new taxation proposals, moro pair-. 
tlularly tbe increased duty on apples. 

Hon. Arthur'lyrelghen in.reply" said 
that the addition cost to tho western 
farmer owhig to tho change in the ap­
ple duty would not be liea-vy and that 
necessary assistance would .he given to 
a struggling Industry in British Col--

(Continued on Pave Three.). 

FIVE STEAMER8 ARE 
SUNK BY SUBMARINES 

(By Dally News Tjonsod Wire.) 
TOKIO, Feb. U9.—The Jn panose 

naval authorit ies have received official 
advices that three British steamers, 
ono French and one Swedish steamer 
were stink by Gorman submarines In 
tlio Mediterranean on Fob. 23 nnd 'li. 
The officials think that this indicates 
an Increased number of submarines 
operating In the Mediterranean. 

ARTHUR LYNCH SAYS 
KITCHENER IS FIGUREHEAD 

(/By Daily News Leased WUroi) 
LiONDON. Feb. 29.—In tbe course of 

a general discussion today in the com­
mons on the consolidated fund bill Ar­
thur Lynch, Nationalist, declared that" 
tho government had inflicted upon Earl 
Kitchener severe censure by having 
taken from him ono after another his 
chief functions so that tho secretary 
of war was now In a somewhat -Igno-
minous position, being little more than 
a figurehead. No reply was- made to 
Mr. Lynch's remarks. 

SHIPS ABE ARMED 
FOR DEFENSE ONLY 

British Merchantmen Have Been Or­
dered Not to Take the Offensive 

Against Submarines 

(By Daily News Leased Wire.) 
LONDON, Feb. 29.—On the eve of 

tbe date set by Germany for the be­
ginning of Its new submarine cam­
paign against armed merchant ships. 
Lord Robert Cecil, min ister op war 
trade, has issued a s ta tement giving 
tho British view of the status of such 
merchantmen. This statement, which 
Is In answer to (ptostions as to whether 
merchantmen!: have been instructed to 
take the offensive against submarines, 
says: 

"The British view h a s always been 
that defensively armed merchantmen 
must not fire nn submarines or on any 
other warships, except in self-defense. 
The Germans have twisted a passage 
in a document taken from a transport 
which they sank, saying tha t merchant 
ships have instructions to take the 
offensive. This is not so. 

"The passage In *pie.stlori, which lays 
down a maximum distance beyond 
which merchant ships arc'advised not 
to firp, must be read in conjunction 
with another passage which makes it 
perfectly clear that merchant vessels 
must not attack unless a. submarine 
shews unmistakable hosti le intentions." 

UP TO MACDONALD 
TO PROVE CHARGES 

Premier Bowser Says He Wil l Aid 
Liberal Member in Any Inquiry 

Wants to Make 

(Special to The Dally Nows.) 
VANCOUVER, II. c , Feb. 2Il.~ 

T'remier Hawser today a t Victoria, rc-
ffarillnK the election of M. A. Macdon­
ald In Vancouver, said: 

"So far as I am personally concerned 
I bow with all grace to the decision of 
the electors of Vancouver. I hope and 
think that when the time for the gen­
eral election comes and I 'have had a 
chance to place on the statute bo'flts ot 
the province various suggestions which 
I have made and when tho people have 
had a. chance nf going over them and 
of appreciating their effect, after 
sober second thought that they will 
realize that all of the sins and omis­
sions and commissions which were laid 
at my door will lie found not to be 
Justified. 

"The people of Vancouver have al­
ways been independent, and feeling 
that some opposition was roqulred in 
the house they have givon effect to 
thnt wish. They will be able to judge 
during this session what benefit may 
lie given the public by Mr. Macdonald 
as memher of the opposition. 

"Mr. Macdonald slated publicly that 
Ibis was tbe most corrupt government 
In Canada. 1 will give him every op­
portunity to prove thai statement. If 
tie so wishes' lie will he placed ou 
every committee of tlie house, Includ­
ing tlie public accounts committee. 
Every department will lie open for Ids 
inspection and every office will be in­
structed tn give him' all assistance to 
get at this 'corruption.' If I am sur­
rounded by a corrupt government llien 
I should he tbe first to be m.'hle"awnro 
of it, and I will be the' first to Insti­
tute reforms, no matter on whose head 
the punishment may fall. 

"Oh the other hand. Mr. Macdonald 
owes It lo his constituents nnd lo my 
own to make good ids charges of cor­
ruption. I will certainly not place a 
single obslacleln the way of his desire 
to investigate every single department 
of the service." 

ATTACKS W W 
FRENCH JUIlriff ACM 

AUSTRIANS EIRE 

SPENT HARVESTER 
MONEY ON GUNBOAT 

(By Dally News Leased .Wire. 
WASHINGTON, Feb. 29—How 

part of a $-180,000 letter of credit 
from the International Harvester 
company was spent for a gunboat 
and munitions for a revolution in 
Yucatan, Mexico, last year was told 
today to the senate committee in­
vestigating eharges of a combina­
tion to control the output of sisal 
by Domingo F, Evia, who said he 
Wat one of a commission of five 
which went to New York to get the 
money ond tb: buy arms* 

BRITISH PENSION 
BI1U7,5Q0,000 

May Reach $37,500,000 per Annum If 
War Lasts Unti l End of 

March Next ' 

[By Daily News Leaned Wire,) 
LONDON, Fob. 211.—The military 

pensions the government is now pay­
ing amount to J7.600.0OO annually. This 
announcement was made in tho house 
of lords today by Baron Newion, who 
said it was calculated tha t . the amount 
could easily rise to 537,600,000 If tho 
war lasted until the end bf March, 1917. 

AVbout one-third of the men dis­
charged were not pensioned, Baron 
Xewtnn continued, but if alt of them 
were pensioned the annual charge 
wotdd nowi.be $12,600,000 and would 
be more than (60,000,000 by the end 
of March, 1917. 

Even Their Navy Cannot Move Out 
Without Assistance of Hun 

Pilots. 

illy Daily News Leased Wire.) 
STOCKHOLM, Feb. 2D.—Ciermiin}' 

now lias taken Us long expected action 
of laying a mine field around the Kai -
st'erbo peninsula near the southern ex­
tremity of Sweden on the llaltlc, hard­
ly threo miles off shore. As the pas­
sage left is extremely shallow most 
merchant ships are obliged lo steam 
outside the mine field Into international 
waters where Oermnn cruisers nro 
patrol. 

The new mjnc field is Intended to 
prevent traffic In contraband along 
the Swedish coast to Finnish ports, 
but as the vessels used in this traffic 
draw little water, seldom more than 
10 reel, the mine field has not affected 
them. All larger ships, however, will 
bo put under German-surveillance and 
not even Sweden's navy will be able to 
sail from tho North sea to the Baltic 
nor the reverse without German idiots. 

It Is understood that Sweden made 
energetic .representation's against tho 
mine field being placed In this way 
and that Wllhclmstrassc was willing to 
drop the scheme If Sweden would agree 
to prohibit contraband traffic along its 
coast. As such a step, however, would 
promote complications as Danish and 
Norwegian vessels are largely employ­
ed In the traffic and as ii was held 
that it would look like partiality toward 
the central powers, Sweden, il was 
said, refused. 

Tho Swedish steamer Knippla, which 
struck a mine and was sunk yester­
day, was the first victim of the mine 
field. All on board It. were saved but 
there is great indignation among the 
Swedes over the occurrence its n.> .* 
nouncement was given and the mines 
wero laid at night. Several Swedish 
qedlroyera had narrow escapes front 
striking mines in this field. 

GERMAN SUSPECT IS 
JAILED AT WESTMINSTER 

(By Daily News Leased Wire.) 
VANCOUVER B.C., Feb. aj;—Fritz 

toman, a German, was arrested in New 
Westminster today and has been turn­
ed over lo the federal secret service. 
Lenian,.who has a glass eye, wns for­
merly in the 63rd battalion of Cal-
gdry, from which he was discharged 
ns a suspect He had changed his dis­
charge papers to read that he had lost 
an eye and been wounded in tlie hand 
by shrapnel while fighting in France. 
He claimed to bo a liner, born in Capd*-
town, hut papers disclosed that be was 
born in Dantzlg and that he bad been 
in correspondence with Germany via 
New York. He was beating Ills way out 
of the country but was put off a train 
as it passed through New Westmins­
ter nnd was arrested. . He denies that 
lie Is a. German spy hut boosts of tho 
planner In which he obtained access to 
a Canadian regiment, notwithstanding 
his glass eye. and admits that he had 
no intention Of going lo tbo front. 

Enemy Columns Are Effectively Bom' 
barded—Some Are Compelled 

to Fall Back. 

, ( Uy Daily News Leased WirAjl 
ROM'S, March l.—Thfl following of­

ficial statement was issued last night: 
"In the J^igazuoi zone, north of Col 

Falzarego, tho enemy In the night of 
Feb. 27 opened an intense artillery and 
rifle fire against our positions, it was 
reduced to silence, however, 

"'In the Fella, valley ono of our bat 
terios fired effectively upon enem: 
columns marching from l.'ggowltz to 
Malborgetb. 

•On the heights northwest of Gori-
zlo our artillery In the night of Feb. 27 
successfully bombarded enemy de 

tachments, which fell back to their first 
line, 

"On tho Carso front the operations 
yesterday were hampered by fog." 

TO'CURTAIL HOURS 
OF l l f OR SALES 

Premier Bowser Announces Intent ion-
Wil l Introduce Prohibition Refer­

endum at Session. 

(By Daily News Leaned Wirc. i 
VICTORIA, B. ('., Feb. ^0.—In an­

swer to a delegation representing* thr-
prohibition party of Bt-ltlsh Colum-
bia Premier Bower today promised tliat 
a measure dealing with the lir*uor trade 
will be introduced during the coming 
.session and advanced to its third read, 
ing. It will then bo submitted nt the 
forthcnmliiff provincial election in the 
form of a referendum nnd if suppnrl-
cd by a majority of the people will au . 
iomiitleally become Jaw nn Jan, 1, 1917. 
The bill to be submitted-will incorpor­
ate the best features of existing pro­
hibitory legislation in Alberta, Man­
itoba and elsewhere. 

In addition to the new measure to 
be put before the people. Premier Bow­
ser announced that stringent amend­
ments to the liquor net will be passed 
nt the forthcomlns session, especially 
In respect to closing; hours. These 
amendments win | jG effective for the 
durntion of the war. ]f th c new act 
Is approved by the electors it will on 
January next supersede the existing 
act and what amendments may bo 
made thereto. 

;ln tbe text of his answer lo the 
prohibitionists, Premier Bowser said 
the 1;*ill to be submitted would be 
drawn up with their aid and suggested 
that it might tn- along the lines of the 
Hugh John Macdonald act. The idea 
of the government, he said, would be 
to draft a measure tn bring the views 
rtf the prohibition party before the 
electors. 

The members of the delegation were 
enthusiastically satisfied with the, 
answer nnd gave t ] 1 0 premier an ova-' 
tion liefore leaving. 

Tbe delegation wns beaded by Jon­
athan Rogers, president of tho 'prohl -
tlon party and other prominent sup­
porters of tlie movement to abolish 
the bar-in the province. 

MASS TROOPS AT 
BORDEAUX, FRANCE 

NEW YORK, Feb. 29.—The en­
tente allies have massed from 500,-
000 to 1,000,000 fresh troops at Bor­
deaux to be ready for emergencies, 
according to passengers who arriv­
ed here today from France aboard 
the steamship Rochambeati. None 
of these soldiers, it was asserted, 
have been near the battle lines in 
any of the arenas of tho war. They 
are said to comprise a part of Lord 
Kitchener's rew army and drafts 
from the Fronch colonies. 

NO EVIDENCE OF 
CONSPIRACY, SAYS JUDGE 

(By Daily News Leased Wire.) 
TORONTO, Feb. 23.—Gordon and 

David McCutcheon will not have to 
face the charge of conspiracy to de­
fraud contained in eount two of tho. 
indictment against them. Justice Mid 
dleton suggested Lhat he would read 
his charge to the jury on count two 
during the course of the crown prose­
cutor's defense of this part of tbo in­
dictment today. His lordship remark­
ed that he did not think either the 
crown or defense would have any fault 
to find witli his decision. 

"There is no evidence to go to the 
Jury to support a charge, of conspiracy 
to defraud on count two, so far as it. 
is based on money received by the ac­
cused from lot purchasers, and for 
the use of money from syndicates. 
Count two will go before the Jury, but 
not as a charge of conspiracy," stated 
the judge, intimating that the charge 
would be modified. 

I. F. Melmuth. K. c„ intimated that 
he would direction bis attention to 
count one tomorrow. 

Entente (inns Break Up 
Foe's Positions 

EAST Of VERDUN HUNS 
E 1 3 HUES 

Construct Trenches on Cap­
tured Slope and Win 

Ruined Towns 

GERMANS EXPECT 
ENTENTE ASSAULT 

(By Daily Xews Leased Wire.) 
AMSTERDAM, March 1.—Prob­

ably in preparation for an entente 
attack in the neighborhood of 
Ypres and Dixmude, there is great 
German activity behind the lines 
in Belgium, according to the Teie-
graaf. 

(By Daily Xews Leased Wire.) 
LONDON, March J.—"With the les-J 

seniiiK of the activity of tbe contend­
ing f..recs to the north of Verdun tha 
French in lho Woevre region, east of 
Verdun aro using their art i l lery in 
break up Gorman preparations 'for fur- * 
ther advances toward the fortress. At 
various points the fire of the Preneh 
guns have prevented the Germans from 
launching offensives. 

In the Vosges mountains there hart 
also heen Kreat artillery activity by 
tho French near Senones and Ban do 
Sapt; white ne;ir fceppnis the German!* 
were, driven out of trenches they ha4 
previously taken. 

German Positions Battered. 
in the Champagne German fortificot 

works In the vicinity of Hill 1'93 havo 
been battered hy the. Frencli guns and 
the crater of a line, exploded by tihe. 
<.ermans, was occupied by the French. 

The Germans have added several ad ­
ditional points to their line i n , tha 
fighting about Verdun, having been en­
abled to construct trenches on tha 
slopes north of the Cote du J'olvro 
and to capture an armored work nor th­
west of Don au Mont and have taken 
the ruins of Ma.nhucllos and Champion,. 
13 miles southeast of Verdun. 

In this drive tu tlio east of Verdun 
the advance of the Germans has ex­
tended over a front of virtually 1^ 
miles, from Dieppe to Champion. 

There has been considerable ar t i l ­
lery activity and air -fights*" between 
German ami I3*fitlsh aviators along tho 
British front. In Fiance and Belgium. 

Infantry Attacks Cease 
PARIS, Feb. L'Ji.—The official s tates 

ment tonight reads: 
lietween Soissons and Reims our-

artillery bombarded important powtn 
behind the enemy's front. 

In Champagne our batteries sha t ­
tered German organizations in the re ­
gion of 11 ill 1J13. To the west of Mais-

de Champagne the Germans ex­
ploded a mine, the crater of which wo 
occupied. 

n the region of Verdun the bom­
bardment continued on the north front 
with less intensity than on the pre­
ceding days. *Xo infantry action was 
reported in the course of tbe day. Thei 
Germans entrenched themselves on tho 

lopes north of tho Cote du Poivre. 
the first ridge of which was occupied 
by our advanced guards. 

"We carried on a violent firo on 
-Samogneux, where an enemy battalion, 
bad assembled. 

Balloons Brought Down 
"At various points on our front in' 

the Woe*,Te our artil lery fire prevented 
attacks in the. course of preparation 
frnm being carried out. 

"in the Vosges there hns heen great: 
artil lery activity in the region of 
Senones and thc Ban de Sapt. To tho 
cast of Scppers a counter-attack hy 
us drive, tho enemy from some sec­
tions of trenches which we had pene­
trated during tbe morning." 

PARIS, Feb. 2!>.—The Belgian offi-
ciait statement today says: 

"Greater activity has been display­
ed by the artillery, especially in tho 
region nf Dixmude. In the afternoon 
two German balloons before our front, 
broke from their moorings nnd fell, ono 
into thc sea opposite Lapane and tho 
other near Coudekerfjue. The aero­
nauts were made prisoners," 

45,000 Germans Killed. 
-YMSTIORDAM. Feb. 29.—FortJ"-fiVo 

thousand Germans have been killed in. 
the flffhting about. Verdun according lo 
despatches, received here today by tho 
Vandal news agency. 

Due regiment has been formed of tho 
remnants of 10 others, says the des­
patch. 

Situation Decidedly Better. 
PARIS, Feb. 20.—The military crit ics 

express the opinion that Germans 
forces at the beginning of the batt lo 
around Verdun numbered probably 
500,000, now exceed 750,000. 

"The situation Is now decidedly hot­
ter." is tbe phrase commonly used this 
morning In tho Paris press regarding' 

(Continued on Pago Three.) 

TEUTON RANKS MELT UNDER 
HE A VY RUSSIAN GUNFIRE 

Illy Daily News Leased Wire.) 
l . o x n o x . Feb. 20.—In the Dvinsk 

region ot Russia the Russians have 
driven the Germans back and advanced 
their line, i.mi put down under heavy 
fire an attempt at counter-attack. 

I'FTBDilUAD, Feb. 20.—The follow­
ing official statement was issued to­
night: 

In the Dvinsk re-
tge of Garbiinovkii, 
I'oniewsch railway, 
back the. Germans 

Russian front 
glon, near thc.vl 
and north oL thi 
our troops* dnv 

and made a slight advance. Between 
Lakes Ilsen and Medouos and to tlio 

south tbe Germans later, In serried 
ranks, advanced against out trenches 
but recoiled before our 'heavy fire." 

FRENCH AUXILIARY W A J R S H I P 
LOST IN MEDITERRANEAN 

(By Daily Xews Leaned iware.;) 
LONDON; Feb. 29.—Details are lack­

ing concerning the disaster to tho 
French auxiliary cruiser Provence, lost 
in tho Mediterranean. While the 
French ministry of^marine estimates 
the number of survivors at 870 no est i ­
mate of the casualties is made. 


