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HOSTILITIES 
HAVE OEASED 

London Witnesses Frenzied 
Scramble on Gurb for 

South Africans. 

Rumor Again Has It That 
Peace Terms Will Be 

Very Liberal. 

London, Muy 83 —Poaco in South 
Africa is lugarded as assured, but au 
official declaration to that elFeat is 
slilll lacking, and there is nothing 
ofllcial to indicate when an announce­
ment mny he expected. Opinion ia 
divided as tc whether a statement on 
tliK situation wilt ho issued tonight, 
after the cabinet meeting called for 
today, or whether it will he reserved 
for meeting of the house on Monday. 
It seems however, at the host, that 
only the ha*-is of pence terras will be 
before the ministers, and that if they 
site accepted, the discussion of the 
details may still occupy somo time, 
during which, presumably, an armis­
tice nill he declared. In the mean* 
while, outside the Itoer commands 
immediately connected with thu peace 
negotiations, the fighting continues. 

Lovat's scouts surprised Kuchas 
command in V-upe Colony, Wednesday 
last, and capture! most of tbo ltoer 
supplies. 

London, Mny 23.—Intfresting refer­
ences to peace are contained in a iet-
)er from Klerksdorp, southwestern 
Transvaal colony, dated April '.'Mil. 
It says: "Seventy thousand to eighty 
thousand llritish troops aro here 
waiting for General Dolntey'a answer 
from the poace conferences, and over; 
hour we aro expecting them (the 
liners) to march in and surrender. 
We havo actually sent out wagon 
loads of clothes to enable them to 
como in today, for there is every 
prospect of peace. Lord Kitchener 
somes here from Pretoria overy other 
day and .scorns to he in particularly 
good spirits, lie actually smiles, and 
that's a thing hu not often does. We 
attach gient importance to those 
smiles in regard to peace," 

London, Way 23.—Creator public 
interest wns manifested in today's 
cabinet meeting than has been the 
eufco in any meeting sinco the earlier 
singes of tho war. be ministers 
reached Downing street, where tlie 
foreign oflice, colonial olllco and other 
government offices nre situated, from 
all parts of the country, and were 
greeted by hundreds of peoplo anxious 
for some sign of the probably trend of 
affairs. Tho atock exchange has fully 
made up its mind how things are 
going and declares that the basis of 
peace wore signed at Pretoria yestor-
iiuy. Th'i cabinet meeting adjourned 
at ft, 10 p.m. The Associated Press 
lias ascertained that the government 
regards tho war aa practically ended 

Advices received by tho war ofllco 
indicate that whatever decision tbe 
Voreeniging conference may arrivo 
at,most- if not all of the Iloer loaders 
who went to Pretoria will not con­
tinue the light. The present negotia­
tions were merely for the purpose of 
enabling tbe Itoer loaders to "save 
their faces." After they learn tbe 
results of this afternoon's meeting of 
the cabinet tho Hour leaders aro ex­
pected to announce theii reluctant 
aiMjuio.senee with the llritish terms. 
The war ofllco does not expect any 
serious defections of the rank and 
tlio from the line taken up by Gun* 
era Is Botha and Duvet. 

London, May 88,— Tho Associated 
Press lui-t overy reason to believo 
that peace in South Afrca is prac­
tically secured. How soon it will be 
announced depends apparently moro 
upon the convenience of the Boor 
lenders than upon the inclination of 
the Uritsh government. Tho private 
and ollleial advicos received tonight 
in London from South Africa nil 
point to tho snnio conclusion. The 
delay is technical and to end the 
long war scums to bo the desire of 
hoth Itritain and Beer lunders. , 

Tho lattor, however, are unablo to 
convince nil their folluwors of the 
wisdom of acquiescing to the terms 
of peace. In formation as to what 
tianspired at today's meeting of cabi­
net is closely guarded, out 

likely that tbe cabinet transactions 
were ot vital importance. The surmise 
of the well informed persons places the 
sum total of deliberations of the cabi­
net ministers nt a decision regarding 
points of peace agreement of entirely 
minor importance. Another surmise 
is that tbe cabinet has merely Kent a 
rather mock ultimatum to South 
Africa which can be used by the Doer 
leaders in explanation to their forces. 

Both those surmisoa probably con­
tain an element of truth, but neither 
can in any way offect the widespread 
belief in the beat informed quarters 
tbat the end of tho war bas come. In 
fact, those persons who are acquainted 
with the actual details of tbe present 
negotiations only qualify this opti­
mistic expression of opinion by guard­
ed reservations concerning the extent 
of personal control of the Boer leaders 
over tbeir commands, Wero tbo Boers 
a thoroughly disciplined force, depen­
dent upon tbe action of their general 
ofllcers, peace would probably be pro­
claimed tonight, but Botha, Denet 
and other generals seem themselves 
unable positively to guarantee the 
degree to which their example will 
be followed. 

The delegates at Vereeniging ac­
cording to information in possession 
f the war office, are fairly evenly 

divided. Consequently extreme pre-
cnutions are exoercised both In Lon­
don and Pretoria to prevent any pre­
mature action or report which might 
adversely influence the burghers. The 
moot pessimistic) forecast beard 
tonight only admits tbat a few 
isolated bands of irreconcilable* may 
be left in the field. 

A member of thu house of com­
mons, who 1B in close touch with 
the governrout, said toa representative 
of the Associated Press today that ho 
believed everything was settled nnd 
tho British terms would be found un* 
uxpeetedly liberal. The British public 
iB still quite ignorant of the courKe uf 
events In South Africa, aud there are 
uo demonstrations tonight on tbe Lon­
don streets, although on nil sides tbo 
question is asked, "Is it peace?" On 
the other band tho stock exchange 
throughout tho duv was a seething 
mass of brokers wbo eagerly bought 
South African shares, whilo lorg 
after the closing of tbo exchange 
nearly a thousand brokers crowded 
Throgmoiton stieot and did a frantic 
curb busness on tbe strength of the 
peace outlook. 

The appearance of Mr. Broderick, 
tho secretary of state fur war, at tbe 
volunteer service dinner tonight was 
watched eagerly in the hope of gain­
ing an inkling of the government's 
private frame of mind. But Mr. 
Brodotlck's listeners had to be con­
tented with one bright and adroitly 
turned reference to tbe prcsont situa­
tion. Desponding to thu toast "The 
Imperial Forces," the secretary said: 
" I would go beyond my duty should I 
enter iuto details of the commnica-
tions wbicb nro now passing and 
which prelude, aa we all hope, the 
svrrender cf tho BoerB." 

Air. Broderick then proceeded tJ 
reitcrato the officially declared inten­
tion of tho government rut to be 
drawn into uny compromise which 
would jeopardize a futu 0 peace in 
South Africa. 

Pretoria, Thursday, May 22.—The 
feeling here, which has been decidedly 
pessimistic for several dnys, is now 
more cheerful, though no real news of 
tbo conferences between Lord Kitch­
ener and Lord Milner and the Boer 
dolegtes bas beon allowed to leak out., 
It ia known, however, that the deli 
gates came to Pretoria aB the result of 
a complete deadlock at Vereeniging 
where tbo Freo Staterd held out fur 
independence and the majority of tho 
Transvaalors, though anxious for 
peace, refused to abandon their allies. 
This 1B tbe cause of the Boer delega­
tion being now here. It waa at first 
thought tbat tbe delegates would 
moiely report a refusal to accopt the 
Brituh terms. Everybody expected 
them to depart immediately and that 
hostilities would actively recom­
mence. To the general surprise, how­
ever, tho delegates are still here nnd 
the hopefulness of tonny is the out­
come of the general conviction that 
some urrnngement is pending which 
may solve tho difficulty at 
Vereeniging, 

A GHASTLY CHARNEL HOUSE 
Over One Hundred Miners Have Their Escape Cut off in the Coal 

Creek Mines as the Result of a Frightful Explosion 
Early on Thursday Evening. 

DEADLY FIRE DAMP PREVENTS RESCUE 

The Town of Fernie Is Plunged in Deepest Mourning Over a Mining Disaster Which in 

Point of Loss of Life and Misery Entailed Stands Without a Parallel in 

the History of the Province of British Columbia* 

T. C. Thompson, Accountant for the Crow's Nest 
Pass Coal Company, in a special telegram to The Daily 
News says: Unable at this moment to give the cause 
of the explosion. About one hundred and thirty men 
were in the mines at the time, of whom twenty were 
saved, leaving the death list at about one hundred and 
ten. Have taken out thirty-six bodies, and expect to 
take all out on Saturday and Sunday. The mine Ven­
tilation is improving hourly, fans working and pros­
pects looking very favorable. T. R. Stockctt, general 
superintendent, and Archibald Dick, government mine 
inspector, arc pushing rescue work. 

Fernie, May 
Daily News,]-

2.-1.-ISpecial to Thol Pass Coal company's colliery on Coal 
By midnight forty,creek. The explosion is said to have 

HOSSLAND PROFFERS AID 
Bosslnnd, May 2;t,—Immediately on 

10'ciptof the intelligence regarding 
the Fernie disaster, Mayor Clute of 
this city wlrod to Ferule, offering on 
behalf of the citizens of Itossland sin­
cere condolence, and any assistance, 
financial or otherwise, in the power 
of the ccrporation. No reply hns 

u Is not been reclevcd to the message aB yet. 

bodies hnd heen recovered from tho 
Coal creek mines. Tho Fernie hoard 
of trado held n meeting of the citizens 
tonight when subscriptions wero in­
vited nnd eleven hundrfd dollars 
were subscribed on the spot. 

FRED. W. BURN. 

Pernio, May 23.—[Special to the 
Daily News. |—In tht explosion in 
the No. 2 and No. 3 mines on Thurs­
day night, about 130 men were billed. 
Only 17 mon escaped. There is no tire 
in the mine. Thirty-six bodies have 
been recovered by fl o'clock, 

W, W. TUTTLK. 

Feinie, May 23.—[Special to Thu 
Daily News. |—Tlie Free Press givo<* 
the list of dead recovered up to 12.10 
p.m. ns follows: 

STEVE MORGAN. 
JOE SENC1ALA. 
WILLIE ROBERTSON. 
V. JOHNSON, 
J. LEADUEATER. 
FRANK SALTER. 
JOHN M'LEOD. 
THOMAS FEAHFULL. 
THOMAS JOHNSON. 
W. HREARLEY. 
JOE TULSA. 
JOHN KORMAN. 
RONALD JONES. 
WALTER WRIGHT. 
ANDREW HOVAN. 
THOMAS GLOVER. 
JAMES CARTUYE. 
OWEN HOMES. 
W. FERGUSON. 
M. J. FLEMING. 
SAM HAND. 
T. STEPHENS. 
JOHN HUGHES. 
JOHN CARDIFF. 
JAMES M'lNTYHE. 
HARRY WILSON. 
GEO. HOI'SIIY. 
'TONY MUTZEO, 
WM. NEAUE, 
WM. M'PHAIL. 
JOHN ZELONIA. 
T. FAIRFIELD. 
JOSEPH WELSH, 
AMOS BUCK. 

Fernie, May 88,—[dpcotal to The 
Daily News.|—One ol the most disas­
trous mining accidents in tho History 
of British Columbia occurred here 
shortly after 7,30 o'clock last evening, 
iu the No, 2 mine uf the Crow's Nest 

extended from the No. 2 mino to the 
No. 3, and the loss of life will be 
very heavy. At thu timo that the ex­
plosion occurred the night shift had 
boon nt work but a short time and 
there wero snid to have been some­
thing over 250 minors working in the 
two districts. When the extent of 
tbe explosion became known the work 
of rescuo tvas at once started, and 
assistance from every available 
quarter was rushed to the scone. At 
tbo present writing not more than 
twenty-five or thirty of the entire 
force at work in tho mine aro known 
to bavo made their escape. 

Within a few rainues after the ex­
plosion took placo ton bodies were 
taken out. Thoy were found a short 
distance from tbe point whore tbe 
tunnels from tho No. 2 and No. 3 
mines connect. This in the opinion of 
men who arc familiar with the work­
ings in tho No. 2 mines is a bad omeu 
as th? gas is sure to be much worse in 
the inner chambers of the No. 2, and 
it is in this portion of tho mine that 
thu greater number of the men who 
composed tho night shift were work­
ing. It is feared that there are trom 
150 to l~r, men imprisoned in these 
two districts with their escape cut off 
by tho deadly gases in tho tunnel, 
even if they havo not already 
succumbed. 

AN APPEAL FOR AID. 

Fernie, May 23.—[To tho 
Editor The Daily KOBB.]—Tito 
Pernio bonrd of trade would 
urgently call the ntUntion of 
all people tu the fact that a 
great calamitv hns ove.tnkcn tlio 
town by a mine explosion. One 
hundred an fifty men hnve been 
killed, and much destitution 
prevails, Kindly collect sub­
scriptions and forward same to 
the Bunk of Commerce, relief 
fund, Fernie. 

|In tesponse' to the above 
appeal The Daily Nows will un­
dertake to receive subscriptions, 
ncknowlcdgu the MIIIIII through 
its columns, and forward them 
to the Pernio branch rf tho Can­
adian Bank of Commerce as re­
quested) and will avail Itself 
if thu opportunity thus pre­
sented by starting the IUt with n 
subscription of 8100.—Ed. Thu 
Dally Wows. | 

•"•"••"•o>o«ii»in».,»nt,,»„t,4 

Despto the awful nature of the 
calamity perfect order prevails and 
almost every able-bodied man iu 
Fernie is now on the ground aiding to 
thu extent of their ability in the work 
of resuue. In tbo town of Fernie 
which is about five miles from the 
mines, a terrible gloom has settled 
over tho people. 

Among tbo dead who have so far 
been identified aru Stepben Morgan, 
John Ilalley, James Mufr, Dougall 
Muir, nnd Thomas Fairfield and bu* 
son. Those wero all well-known 
miners in Fzrnie, and their identifica­
tion was easy, but theru will be many 
of thu victims consigned to nameless 
graves as tbe mon were coming and 
going all tbe timo. 

Among thoeo who are not familiar 
with tho mine in wnich the disaster 
occurred there is a tendency to the 
bellul that most of tho victims of the 
accident will be found to ho foreign­
ers. This is far from being the ense. 
The No. 2 mine in which tho explo­
sion occurred, although known to be 
dangerous, was ono of tho most 
coveted by English speaking miners 
who were prepared to take chances for 
the reason that it afforded tbe oppor­
tunity to make the largest pay. 

The most dangerous of tho com­
pany 'a workings was the No. 1 mine, 
which is immediately across the gulch 
from the No. 2, This is known 
locally as the dangerous workings for 
tbe reason that certain restrictions 
wero placed upon tho company in 
working them, which were not made 
to apply to thu other mines.nnd it was 
in this mine that the bulk of tbe 
foreigners were at work. They nre all 
absolutely safe, the company's im 
menso tipple being the only con­
nection betweon them nud the mines 
in which thu explosion occurred. 

The No. 2 nnd No. 3 mines have 
common odd it, hut some 300 yards 
their workings branch out a I most at 
right angles. Tho workings nre all 
on the level and tin so of No. 2 ex­
tend into the hill close upon a mile. 
This mino it is said has been malting 
gas more rapidly as the work has 
been advanced into the hill, nnd fi 
the last three-quarters of the distance 
the miners hnvo been restricted to the 
usu of safety lamp", while the men in 
the No. 3 mine, opening off from it, 
havu been permitted to use open 
lamps, Tho mines wore ventiluted 
fiom a common fan and in the event 

of this baivng been rendered inopera­
tive and the addits choked up, as 
uppuars to he the ease at this writing, 
thore can be but Blight Unpen held out 
for tbo imprisoned men. 

In addition tc tho other victims 
wbo were identified earlier in the 
day, two former Nolsonites are now 
known to have beeo killed. They are 
John Koary and Owen Holmes. They 
have bcon identified hy J. A, Whit-
more, a member of tbe NeUon 
Minerii' union. Roth men were fotm-
erly employed ia the Silver King 
mine. So far as tho identification of 
tbe victims goes it is moro a matter 
of chance than anything else, aB all 
energies are directed to the rescue 
of tbe miners imprisoned in the bopo 
that tbey aro still alive, 

Fernie, May 3.—[Special to The 
Daily Nowa,]-ThomaB R. Stockott, 
who holds tbe position of mine man­
ager for tho coal company ia said to 
have iksiied a statement that tbe num­
ber of men alleged to have been at 
work in tbe No. 2 and No. 3 mines, 
lu the earlier reports of tho disaster, 
lias been very much overstated. The 
latest estimate of tbe number of men 
nt work in tbe mines affected at the 
time of tbe explosion place* the num­
ber at 133, Of this number it ie said 
thut fully 24 have boen accounted for 
as having been taken out alive, and 
all told 17 bodice have heen taken out 

Tbe work of rescue is being at­
tended with the greatest difficulty but 
the officials of the company sny their 
yet remains a prospect of gutting out 
some of the men who wore at work in 
the No. 3 mine. The rescuers are now 
close to tbe point where tbo connec­
tion between tho workings occur and 
it ia said tbat tbe mine is not making 
as much gas as was at first feared. 

Fernie, May 2:i. — [Associated 
Pross,]-Onc of tbu worst coat mining 
disasters in die history of British 
Columbia occurred at the Coal creek 
mines at 7 o'clock list night, when 
from 12". to ir.O mon met almost 
instant death in mines No. 2 and :i 
The explosion occurred in thu depths 
of No 2, and not a man, of over K;0 
employed in thnt mine, escaped to tell 
tbe tale. Prom No. 3 workings which 
are connected with No. 2, a bent 21 
men escaped. 

Tbu first intimation of thu disaster 
which tboBo on tho outside received 
was a rush uf coal dust nnd fire to Lhe 
height of over 1,000 fret above thu 
fan. Word wns immediately sunt to 
Fernie, live miles from the mines, nnd 
inside of twelve minutes from the 
lime the accident occur rod, rcliuf 
parties weru nt work. IE. Drinnari.uno 
of the mine superintendents, Or. Hon 
nell, thu mine physician, and True 
Wontbcrby, were tho first to enter 
tht mine. When about BOO feet int 
tbo workings Diinnun was overcome 
by aft-r damp, and had it not heun 
tor his two companions would hnve 
perished. On being removed to the 
outer air ho recovered, and gave in­
structions to the rescuing party to 
Communes repairing the overcasts. 
The overcasts nre tho pipes which 
onvey thu air through the mino. As 

thoy had been almost completely 
destroyed it was impossible to outer 
owing to the afterdamp which pre­
vailed. Volunteers were called for, 
nnd a score of brave men sprang to 
the work, and for neatly six hours 
this policy wns "pursued with tireless 
energy. Every few minutes the men 
would collapse and weru borne to the 
outer nir and their places were 
(Illicitly filled by new volunteers. 

Among those who escaped from No, 
3 mine were: C Burrows, James 
linker, P McNeil, C Dunlop, A Fnr-
quharson, James Corr, James Dohie, 
John Sharp, II Monnhnn, H Suiter, 
and a number of foreigners. 

Many acts of bravery were wit­
nessed during tho night. The heroic 
work of a miner nnmud True 
We'ilneiliy, who time and again en­
tered the pit where men were fulling 
all around him, vtus particularly 
noticeable, So far onlv ten bodies 
hnvo been taken from the mine and 
several days will elapse boforo all are 
recovered. The do'id so far recovered 
nre: 

STEVE MORGAN. 
JOE SAUtiALA. 
WILLIE ROBERTSON. 
VIUTOR JONHSON. 
JOHN LKADIIICATER. 
FRANK SALTER. 
JOHN M'LEOD, 
T. FEAKFULL. 
THOMAS JOHNSON. 
Unknown Miner. 
The mine is free from lire nnd the 

bodies will bo removed ns fast ns lhe 
afterdamp is cleared from the mine. 

Continued on Fourth Pago.) 

THERE WILL BE 
NO MILITARISM 

Britain's Ministers Explain 
Away Misapprehensions of 

Colonial Premiers, 

Chamberlain May Solidity 
Imperialism With Tariff 

Preferences. 

Montreal, May 23.—Thu Stars' 
special cable snys: High miUoterinl 
authorities express surprise at tho 
misapprehension Hint Sir Wifrid 
Lnurior nnd other Canadians seem to 
have fallen iuto regarding thu pro­
posals that the British ministry con­
template submitting at the coronation 
conference in the matter of defence. 
They say no British ministry would 
dream of imposing on Canada what 
Luurier has cntlcd n system of milit 
tarism. All thoy desire to do is to 
consult the colonial premiers as to th* 
feasbility of tbe closer approximation 
of colonial nnd Biitisb military or­
ganizations in order thnt. whun tho 
coloniui desire to assist the emplr 
that assistance may prove cf tbo 
greatest possible service. The point 
made by Lord Salisbury in tiis Prim­
rose league bpeech a fortnight ago was 
evidence that the British ministry 
wore most anxious to avoid even a 
semblance of dictation, or of colouicl 
subordination, or of anything iu 
advance of colonial public opinion. 
This explanation may express official 
view modified by recent Canadian and 
Australian outspokenness. As regards 
a customB nniua, it is generally be­
lieved that Chamberlain Seas his way 
clenr to propose a modification cf 
his suggestions cf 1800, when he in­
sisted on free trade nitbin the empire 
us an essential condition to any Brit­
ish duties on non-coloniui imports, 
Tbo Cobdeii club and Liberal press 
ure already vehement in opposing any­
thing in thu nature of imperial 
protection. 

TODAY'S CELEBRATION 
Ymir, May 23.—[Special to Thu 

Daily Nows.|—Ymir today is all 
alive with extensive preparations for 
the grand celebnitioa tomorrow, 
Amongst other contests is ono for the 
best decorated business house, which 
is having the effect of making tho 
tonn assume a very guy nspcet. A 
large marquee capable nf uccomraodat-
ing seven or eight hundred spectators 
is being elected on tho baseball 
ground and will bu the scene of tho 
pugilitsic encounter between Hilly 
Armstrong nnd Da uny Dean, fur a 
purse of $600. The fight will be of 
twenty rounds and conies off tomor­
row night. The main features of to­
morrow's amusements will bu tbo 
rock drilling contest, hcrso racing and 
Caledonian sports 

Kaso, May 83.—[Spool a I to The 
Daily News. |—Thu wcnthei was 
delightfully bright and warm he to 
today, and everything looks favorable 
fer n rousing Victoria dny celebration. 
A laige number of visitors from thu 
surrounding towns nnd mining campa 
have already arrived. An added 
attraction for the occasion will be u 
promenade concert, under the auspices 
of the management of the tauten 
Victoria Memorial hospital, 

TRAVEL ON THE GROW 
J. C. Crofts returned to tho city 

yesterday afternoon from east Kootc-
nay nfter a prolonged journey owing 
to mudslides and freshctt. He lunched 
Moyie OU Monday- intending to come 
through to Nelson the following day. 
The next morning, Instead of a train, 
canit) the nom of the damage to tho 
bridge over Coal creek preventing tho 
train from the oast from getting 
through. Wednesday there was no 
train hut on Thursday, a freight from 
tii j Klmberloy branch came along and 
look ihe waiting passengers along to 
within two miles of Kitchener whoto 
it ran into a mudslide two hundred 
feet wide nnd Hix feet dofip which hnd 
shifted the track eight feet nway from 
its original line. The passenger* 
then walked to Creston, eight miles 
further on where they wero well 
looked aftir nt the local hotel, and 
vastorday morning (lie train thut hud 
been Stalled near Kiteticuer uirived 
at Creston, tho railway authorities 
having (illicitly gathered togolhei a 
largo gang of mi a from various 
points, who had fixed tbo linn suffici­
ently for the train to pais the slide. 
The line is now cboi tu Coal creek, 


