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PREFACE

I'would like to express my
gratitude to the many librarians and
staff members who continue to
provide outstanding services to our
users, to assess and evaluate cutrent
services and activities, and to
implement new services which our
users need.

I acknowledge as well the
contributions of so many who care
about and shape the Library — the
Deans, Administrators, and, most
importantly, the Faculty, who regard
the Library as their lifeline to
knowledge. The desires and efforts of
all these people make our Library the
‘Great Library’ that it is.

Ruth J. Patrick, Ph.D.
University Librarian




The UBC
Library passed a
significant
milestone
during 1991/92
with the
acquisition of its
three millionth
book
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INTRODUCTION &
OVERVIEW

The UBC Library passed a
significant milestone during 1991/92
with the acquisition of its three
millionth book. The size of the
collection still stands as the main
measure in the ranking of academic
libraries today. As electronic
publishing transforms the methods
and the medium of scholarly
communication, it will be interesting
to see if collection size remains a key
measurement as we move toward our
four millionth volume.

Another sign of growth for the
UBC Library appeared in the most
recent rankings of the Association of
Research Libraries. The UBC Library
moved from 26th to 25th position out
of the top 107 research libraries in the
United States and Canada. In Canada,
we rank second after the University of
Toronto Library.

Having developed a strategic plan
last year, the Library Administration
spent 1991/92 publicizing and
implementing strategies to move
toward our vision of the Library in the
year 2000. Sessions were arranged for
all Faculties, the Alma Mater Society,
and the Graduate Student Society
to review and discuss the strategic
plan and the environmental context
in which our strategic planning is
taking place.

In 1992/93 the Library will
undertake a review of all public,
technical, and support services. The
main objective of the services review
is to develop an organizational
structure that will enable the
Library to implement our vision set
out in the strategic plan.

The most difficult challenge that
continues to face the Library is how to
deal with the escalating cost of serials.







