
REPORT OF 

THE UNIVERSITY 

LIBRARIAN 

TO THE SENATE 

2000/2001 

86TH YEAR 



CON! 

muni tyand Internationalization 

j r e Directio 

Append-. 



REPORT OF THE UNIVERSITY LIBRARIAN 
TO THE SENATE 

MESSAGE FROM THE UNIVERSITY LIBRARIAN 

The University is committed to the discovery, expression, preservation, and 
dissemination of knowledge and the enhancement of understanding. The Library is an active 
and integral partner with students, faculty, and staff in these endeavours. Its staff develops, 
organizes, and manages the infrastructure, services, and access to knowledge, ideas, and 
information that are critical in a University dedicated to distinctive learning, outstanding 
teaching, and leading-edge research. The Library serves and collaborates with a large and 
diverse community: first, the students, faculty and staff of UBC, and, as resources permit, 
individuals and institutions throughout British Columbia, Canada, and the rest of the world. 

Mission Statement, furthering Learning and Research, p. 7 

Looking back over the past year, it is encouraging to see how much has been 
accomplished to support this mission statement, and how many people have been 
involved. Library staff provided excellent support for ongoing services and 
resources, while at the same time beginning numerous projects arising from the 
objectives oi Furthering Learning and Research, the UBC Library's strategic plan. 
Collaborations with UBC students, faculty and staff have been essential to 
numerous initiatives. The interest and support of our surrounding community, 
Friends and donors have never been higher. Underlying all of this, the University 
Administration continues its commitment to ensuring that UBC has the calibre of 
library required for a leading research university. 

One of the Library's greatest strengths continues to be its collection. This year 
we were fortunate in being able to expand our online collection and also increase 
spending on monographs and other research materials. Still, researchers continue to 
request materials not held at UBC and, with new and expanding research 
programs, we expect even heavier demands on our collection in the coming years. 
As well as looking to other institutions for resource sharing and document delivery 
opportunities, building a stronger collection at UBC continues to be a high priority 
and a funding challenge. Though the University has been extremely successful in 
obtaining new funding for research programs, there have been few funding 
increases for the indirect costs of research, such as library collections and services. 
During the past year there has been a growing awareness of this issue, and we hope 
to see the Library and other research infrastructure included in future research 
funding allocations. 

The expanded role that UBC Library could play provincially and nationally has 
also been an area of study during this past year. It is generally acknowledged that 
UBC Library's collection is the largest and most diverse in the province, yet how 
this resource can be leveraged to benefit not just UBC but other post-secondary 
communities in BC and Canada has never been fully explored. I am sure that this 
issue will continue to be a topic of lively discussion. 


