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1 Five people face a series 
of charges in connection 
with the firebombing of 
three Red Hot Video 
outlets and the destruction 
of a B.C. Hydro station. 
What are their chances for 
a fair trial? 

5 Mary Woo Simms talks 
with an officer of the B.C. 
Human , Rights Branch 
about how to file a human 
rights complaint. 

6 Sociobiologists are us
ing questionable theories 
to undermine a feminist 
analysis of rape. Anne 
Vezina attended a con
troversial lecture at SFU 
where two sociobiologists 
put forward their position. 

7 Thousands of women 
converged on Greenham 
Common in England last 
month to continue the all-
woman protest against the 

installation of U.S. cruise 
missiles in the upcoming 
year. Karen Lacombe and 
Rosemarie Rupps give us 
the story. 

9 Beverly Yaworski has 
been struggling for more 
than two years against 
Army and Navy's discrim
inatory pay scale. Her com
plaint is still sitting on the 
Minister's desk. 

1 2 Women in sports are 
organizing nation-wide to 
promote opportunities for 
women in athletics and to 
encourage feminists to 
recognize sports as an 
issue. Emma Kivisild looks 
at their aims in the first of 
a series of articles on 
women and sports. 

1 3 Maureen Moore pro
vides a feminist analysis 
of the latest box office 
block buster — Tootsie. 

COVER: The number of women getting abnormal pap test 
results is steadily increasing. This month Robin Barnett 
and Rebecca Fox explain the basics of a pap smear, 
causes leading to an abnormal result, and some alter
native treatments in a special supplement for Kinesis. 
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by E m m a Kivisild 
Anti-pornography organizing 
was given a boost to start off 
the new year when twelve video 
outlets across the province 
(nine of them operated by Red 
Hot Video) were raided by the 
police January 7. Hundreds of 
tapes were seized in the raid, 
however only one outlet has 
been formally charged. 

Police also raided the home of 
Peter Struk and confiscated 
his entire stock of 5,000 re
corded and blank videotapes. 
They did not remove the elec
tronic video equipment, al
though they photographed 
Struk's 21 recorder machines. 
Both raids followed Mark 
Robert's voluntary action in 
early December. The owner of 
Pacific Video Ltd. in Richmond, 
turned over his entire collec
tion of 60 pornographic video 
tapes to representatives of 
the B.C. Federation of Women. 

The struggle against Red Hot 
Video, which began early last 

a summer, intensified after a 
o group calling itself the 
t Wimmin's Fire Brigade claimed 
| responsibility for firebombing 
£ three Red Hot Video outlets in 
| late November. This action, 
o. combined with mounting public 

pressure against the video 
porn industry, has sparked un
precedented public debate in 
the community at large. 

Women organizing against porno
graphy managed to keep up a 
steady and visible pressure on 

' both the authorities and the 
operators of video porn outlets 
throughout December. Early that 
month representatives from the 
B.C. Federation of Women (BCFW) 
held a press conference where 
they screened several conten
tious porn tapes from Red Hot's 
inventory for members of the 
local media. This was followed 
by a highly successful mass 
picket of all eleven Red Hot 
Video outlets in B.C. More 
than 700 people picketed in the 
lower mainland alone. A Van
couver group calling themselves 
People Against Pornography be
gan circulating a petition 
against Red Hot Video, which 
they intend to send to Attorney 
General Allan Williams, re
questing he take immediate 
action against B.C.'s video 
porn industry. 

Equally important is the work 
women have been doing to com
bat the backlash and misinfor
mation communicated in the 
commercial media.. Several 
women have appeared on local 

Is it a trial by the media? 
Five lower mainland residents were charged 
mid-January with the recent firebombings of 
three Red Hot Video outlets "and last June's 
dynamiting of the Cheekeye-Dunsmuir hydro 
substation. Will they get a fair trial? 

A dramatic arrest, inflammatory news cover
age and questionable regard for due process 
indicate the chances are slim. Legally, 
Juliet Belmas, Gerald Hannah, Ann Hansen, 
Doug Stewart and Brent Taylor are innocent. 
Although it is a fundamental tenet of Canad
ian law that anyone charged is innocent 
until proven guilty, the commercial media 
appears to have rendered its verdict "guilty" 
before a single shred of evidence has even 
been laid before the courts. 

If we take the media's description of the 
events thus far we are led to believe the 
police have apprehended a "terrorist", 
"extremist" "anarchist cell" with possible 
national and international connections. 
In fact, the arrested five are individuals 
from the Vancouver community who have been 
active in respectable pro-peace and anti-
nuclear organizing efforts in this city. 

It is this fact that brought about 150 so-
called "friends and supporters" of the 
accused to the initial court appearance on 
January 26. While several of the people in 
attendance were clearly connected to the 
five through familial and friendship ties, 
a majority were there because of the polit
ical implications generated by the impending 
trial as well as concern that the five 
prisoners be treated fairly by the police, 
the media and the courts. 

The degree to which the media has invaded 
the privacy of the accused and the sensation
alist style of reporting generally, has 

appalled, most observers from Vancouver's 
alternative community. Over-zealous report
ers have not only dug through the personal 
belongings (even the garbage) of the prison
ers, they have also stooped to reading Jul
iet Belmas' personal poetry on television. 
Everything, it seems, is to be considered 
evidence by members of the local media. 
However, at press time no evidence had been 
given to defense counsel linking the five 
accused to the impressive arsenal of explos
ives and firearms that have figured so 
prominently in the press. It is this fact 
that has particularly enraged the defense 
lawyers who fear it may be impossible to 
find an impartial jury. 

At press time, the defense counsel had no 
information from the crown on what exactly 
the case for the prosecution will be, and in 
fact Stan Guenther, defense for Hansen and 
Taylor, says that he has had no real oppor
tunity to sit down and discuss the case with 
his clients. 

On the way out of the courtroom on Jan. 26 a 
radio reporter gave Judy Gedye, defense for 
Juliet Belmas, a three-page press release 
that contained the most information she said 
she-had received to date on the prosecutor's 
case. 

The actions of the media and the prosecution 
are not the only problems to have surfaced 
in the investigation thus far. Problems of 
police harrassment in the interrogation 
cells of the city jail prompted defense 
counsel to request that the court remand 
the two women to Lakeside and the three men 
to.Oakalla where they could not be subjected 
to interrogation by the local or Toronto 
police. _. , „ 
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talk shows to present the 
anti-pornography arguments to 
the general public. 

At the same time Red Hot Video 
stepped up its own defense by 
changing the names of three of 
its outlets in Burnaby, Rich
mond and Langley. In December 
they also published a pamphlet 
denouncing the actions of anti-
porn organizers and putting 
forward their 'free speech' 
argument. 

Port Coquitlam and Prince 
George outlets have both bowed 
to public pressure, closing 
down their operations complete
ly and Vancouver's west end 
outlet had its lease cancelled 
for January 31. 

Certainly women view these 
incidents as victories, but 
they are by no means complete. 
It is dispapointing that only 
one store has been formally 
charged (the trial is set for 
February 3) and B.C. Ombudsman 
Karl Friedmann has refused to 
investigate further complaints 
against the Attorney General, 
launched by a coalition of 45 
women's groups in the province. 

It is obvious as well that the 
pornography issue is a more 
complicated and overwhelming 
problem than police raids on 
twelve stores and one distri
butor can solve. The irony of 
the situation was evident in 
the classic Vancouver Sun 
photo of two policemen posing 
with the raided tapes, a 
calendar pin-up on the wall 
behind them. 

Abnormal Paps? 
If you are not one of the 
women who have recently re
ceived an abnormal pap test 
result; no doubt you know 
someone who has. The number 
of women getting abnormal pap 
test results is steadily 
increasing. 

This month KINESIS has in
cluded a twelve-page special 
supplement on the issue. 

Written and researched by 
Robin Barnett and Rebecca 
Fox, the supplement contains 
information on the medical 
specifics related'to pap 
tests, the controversy re
garding the causes for such 
a high number of abnormal 
results, and the options 
available for treatment. 

We urge you to read the 
information provided here and 
to follow it up yourself 
wherever possible. Too many 
women are facing the fear of 
cervical cancer, and possible-
surgery without "knowing the 
full range of options open 
to them. 


