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The fate of women's groups in Canada:

NAC, NAC, are
you there?
As Kinesis goes to press, the United
Nations has reprimanded Canada on its
"poor" record in reducing poverty. The
Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights released its concluding observations on Canada's Third Report.
The National Association of Women
and the Law says the Committee draws attention to the failure of Canadian governments to ensure pay equity, to provide adequate legal aid coverage for women's legal issues, and to remove obstacles to support women escaping domestic violence.
The Committee also chastized Canada
for continuing the discrimination against
Aboriginal women regarding the division
of matrimonial property upon divorce. And
it noted the impact of the Canada Health
and Social Transfer was particularly harsh
on women, especially single mothers.
On the subject of pay equity: a federal
court of appeal has ruled in favour of employees at Bell Canada. Essentially, the appeal court stated it was appropriate for the
Canadian H u m a n Rights Commission to
have handled the case. Despite the ruling,
the federal government appears to have no
intention of dropping its appeal of the
CHRC tribunal ruling in the Public Service
Alliance Canada's pay equity complaint.
More on poverty in Canada... the five
big banks certainly don't have to worry
about that. All of them—Royal Bank, Scotia
Bank, Bank of Montreal, Toronto Dominion and CIBC—tallied profits of more than
$1 billion this past year. Topping the money
scales was the Royal, which again broke its
own record profit level, this time bringing
h o m e $1.82 billion. Poor, p o o r CIBC
though. It dropped from second place to
fifth, scoring only $1.06 billion.
The much awaited internal RCMP inquiry into the murders of Rajwar Ghakal

and eight members of her family by her estranged husband in April 1996 has been
completed. Last month, the RCMP released
the inquiry report, written by Josiah Wood,
and announced some policy and protocol
changes. Kinesis will have an analysis of the
outcome in our February issue.
Speaking of inquiries, the R C M P /
APEC public inquiry may be back up and
running soon, following the resignation of
Solicitor General Andy Scott. Scott stepped
down after he was caught being too forthcoming about the case in mid-air. (He
should have watched the in-flight movie
instead.) Readers who want to make financial contributions in support of the APEC
protesters can send donations c / o the BC
Federation of Labour, 4279 Canada Way,
Burnaby, BC, V5G 1H1.
Hey, hey. Gloria Steinem is once again
at the helm of Ms. Magazine. Steinem, the
founder and first editor of the 27-year old
magazine, is among a group of investors
(collectively called Liberty Media for
Women) that recently bought Ms. back from
MacDonald Communications. The selling
price: oh, a mere US$3 to $4 million.
One last thing: in the story on exposing the tactics of "fathers' rights" groups
[page 10] in our November issue, we said
Kinesis would follow up on a comment
made by Senator Anne Cools that Erin
Pizzey was doing research on domestic violence for the Canadian Senate. We found
out that Pizzey didn't do any research work
for the Joint House/Senate Committee on
Child Custody and Access or the Canadian
Senate directly; rather, Cools had hired
Pizzey on a short-term contract to do some
research for her. The contract is over now.
That's all for this month. Hope you
enjoy the first of our 25th anniversary issues. Take care.

by Agnes Huang
As Kinesis goes to press, the National
Action Committee on the Status of Women
has issued layoff notices to its staff, effective next week. The financial situation of
NAC is extremely precarious, thanks in
large part to stalling by the minister responsible for advancing the status of women.
Already running a $100,000 deficit,
creditors are knocking at NAC's doors. Essentially, the organization is functioning
without funds. The reason? NAC has yet
to receive approval of its funding request
from Status of Women Canada (SWC).
NAC's president Joan GrantCummings says that, since February, the
organization has put in three applications
to SWC. Two have been rejected, and the
third is still in limbo. Although NAC raises
70 percent of its annual budget through its
own fundraising, Grant-Cummings says
the monies NAC receives from Status—
around $250,000 a year—covers about four
months worth of work.
SWC rejected NAC's first application
because NAC refused to comply with the
new Women's Program funding guidelines,
introduced for this current fiscal year. Under the new funding arrangement, there is
no more "program" (core) funding, only
"project" funding.
NAC maintains the new criteria are
detrimental to women's groups and an attempt to control the agenda and work of
the women's movement. The minister responsible for the status of women, Hedy
Fry, counters that the new criteria is more
flexible than it used to be.
NAC is not the only women's organization that has been adversely affected by

the change in Women's Program funding.
Several women's groups in Newfoundland
and Quebec, for example, had difficulty
getting their applications approved until
several months into the fiscal year.
In August, NAC applied for a project
grant to examine the "impact of SWC's
funding policies on women's organizations." Fry says SWC turned down the application because it would be a "conflict of
interest" for Status to fund a recipient organization to evaluate the "funder." NAC
was also told it was too early in the game
to evaluate the new funding criteria, even
though many women's groups across the
country have told SWC that the new guidelines create major problems for them.
NAC then sent in a revised application
in late September, this time with a broader
scope: to look at the "impact of the Liberal
government's economic policies on women's organizations and on women in general, in the context of equality rights." SWC
staff promised NAC a one-week turnaround response. Two months later, SWC
is still reviewing NAC's application.
NAC is calling on women to press Prime
Minister Jean Chretien, Finance Minister Paul
Martin, Treasury Board president Marcel
Masse, and Status of Women Canada minister
Hedy Fry to approve NAC's funding proposal,
and to rescind the current SWC funding criteria and provide corefunding to women's groups
in Canada. NAC welcomes all donations, which
can be sent to NAC, 203-234 Eglinton Avenue
East, Toronto, Ontario, M4P 1K5. For more
information, contact the NAC regional representative in your area or NAC National at
(416)932-1718.

This month, we spent a lot of time inside Kinesis. It our December/January issue feels a bit thicker than usual, that's because it is. We couldn't help it. Our special
supplement on 25 years of the women's
movement in Canada [starting on page 9]
just kept growing. As a consequence, we
went to press a bit later than planned.
You many also have noticed that some
of the pages are shinier. Okay, we confess:
we went with a "higher" quality newsprint
for our centrespread poster and cover
pages, so they would stand out more.
Another thing to report... We are finally
launching our very own website. Initially,
we were aiming for a January 1st "live date"
(see, we're learning the lingo), but now it
looks more like mid-January Check it out
then—http://www.web.net/kinesis.
We would like to welcome the new
voices to the pages of Kinesis: Louise
Shaughnessy, Audrey Huntley, Nisibilada
Mercy Thomas, Amal Rana, Bernadette
Phan and Tanis Phillips. We also welcome
Joanna Frayne, A u d r e y H u n t l e y a n d

Bernadette Phan, who joined us in the production room for the first time this month.
And, w e send a w a r m goodbye to
Claudia Deutschland, who just completed
her six-week internship at Kinesis. Claudia
got her hands "dirty" in all kinds of work:
photocopying, creating mailing labels, testing out different fonts for our poster, calling different women's groups, and cleaning up graphics with Tipix (or Liquid Paper, as we know it here.) After a short trip
to the US, Claudia will be heading home to
Germany. We wish Claudia well in her law
studies back in Hamburg.
In this issue, we also debuted (or rather
reclaimed) a new feature, which we call,
"Bad Ads" [see page 29.] We plan to keep
this as an ongoing item to expose sexist,
racist and otherwise oppressive advertising, until no more exists. We invited readers to submit ads and your analysis of them.
That's all for now this month inside
Kinesis. Don't forget, we're off until January Have a happy read. (PS: Put the poster
up in a prominent place, please. Thanks.)

Corrections
In the special supplement on violence against women in our November issue, the
photo credit for the shot of Take Back the Night in Calgary [page 15] appears to have
fallen off the edge of the flats. The credit should have been given to Julie Black. Also, in
that issue, w e incorrectly described the contents of Mary Billy's Femicide List on page 16.
We noted that the entire list is in alphabetical order when, in fact, it is only the master list
of names that is in alphabetical order. Apologies all around.

Our appreciation to the following supporters who became members of VSW, renewed their memberships or subscriptions to Kinesis, or who made donations during the
month of November.
Moira Armour "Joyce Arthur * Sherry Baker * Wendy Baker * Merlin Beltain * Jennifer
Bradley * Anita Braha * Annabelle Cameron * Karen Clark * Inez Curl * Veronica
Delorme * Deborrah Dunne * Caren Durante * Allison Flack * Anita Fortney * Norah
Fraser * Ali Grant * Jo Hinchliffe * Louise Hutchinson * Faune Johnson * Marjorie
Kildare * Barbara Kuhne * Larissa Lai * Andrea Lebowitz * Margot Louis * Patricia
Matson * Deborah McDougal * Marina Morrow * Jan Noppe * Elizabeth Novales *
Rhodea Omler * Margaret Ostrowski * Uma Parameswaran *Edna Rolston * Adrianne
Ross * Wendy Scholerfield * Kay Sinclair * Helen Shore * Fiona Spalding-Smith *
Phyllis Stenson * Ruth Lea Taylor * Johanna Teboekhorst * Mary Watt * Christine
Waymark * Susan Wendell * Barbara Wild * Shelagh Wilson * Rita Wong * C.U.P.E.
Local 2950 * Telecommunications Workers Union Local 52
A special thanks to our donors who give every month. Monthly donations assist
VSW in establishing a reliable funding base to carry out our programs, services and
Kinesis throughout the year. Thanks to:
Wendy Baker * Helen Babalos * Elisabeth Geller * Jody Gordon * Erin Graham *
Barbara Lebrasseur * Valarie Raoul * Sheilah Thompson
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NEWS
Custody, access and the Divorce Act in Canada:

Media mouthpiece for men
by Louise Shaughnessy
The recent spate of editorials, op-ed
pieces, articles and newsclips in the major
mainstream media pushing the "fathers'
rights" point of view on custody and access has strengthened women's resolve to
set the record straight. Women from coast
to coast to coast have mobilized to break
the apparent media block on balanced coverage of this issue, and to let members of
parliament, ministers and senators know
that the Joint House/Senate Committee on
Child Custody and Access is headed in the
wrong direction [see box.]
It's b a d e n o u g h the C o m m i t t e e ' s
"cross-Canada" (rather, cross to major cities-only) h e a r i n g s were like k a n g a r o o
court—"father's rights" groups and individual fathers dominated the witness list
with their personal stories of "parental alienation" and personal loss. Committee
members listened to them with respect and
compassion. On the other hand, women's
groups and individual women were jeered,
mocked and their well-researched presentations were derided. Some women said
they were laughed at when they testified
about wife battering and child abuse.
Knowing a bit of the history of the
Committee puts into perspective its process and anticipated recommendations. The
Committee was set up after some llth-hour
concessions were made to Liberal Senator
Anne Cools by the Liberal government, so
that they could get their child s u p p o r t
guidelines bill passed through the Senate.
Cools, a vocal a d v o c a t e for " f a t h e r s '
rights," m a d e her support of the bill contingent on the Liberals opening up the Divorce Act for review.
To m a k e matters worse, the mainstream media is ensuring that the misinformation perpetrated at the very flawed and
one-sided Committee hearings, is being
passed on as "truths" to be used in shaping the public's perception of custody and
access issues.
Recent articles in the Ottawa Citizen
and pieces on CBC's national news are
cases in point. In the November 21st edition of the Citizen, Chris Cobb reports on a
newspaper article written by Secretary of
State for the Status of Women Hedy Fry
criticizing the Committee. Instead of addressing the issues raised by Fry, Cobb's
article is devoted to allowing space for
Cools a n d C o m m i t t e e Co-chair Roger
Gallaway
to
chastise
Fry
for
"unparliamentary behaviour." They called
for her resignation.
A few days later, the Citizen ran an article on a "public opinion" poll, commissioned by the Citizen and conducted by
Compass Research, which found that the
public supports "fathers' rights." If w e accepted the "accuracy" of the poll, then it
would appear most Canadians believe that
fathers are not treated fairly in court w h e n
it comes to custody and access matters. As
the Ottawa Citizen is part of the Conrad
Black chain, the article a p p e a r e d in a
number of other Southam newspapers, including on the front page of the Vancouver
Sun.
As for CBC's national news, two recent
pieces on the Committee gave a great deal
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Women's Justice Network
The Women's Justice Network (WJN) is a national coalition of women's organizations and individual women
which came together online in late October to mobilize responses to the biased process of the joint House/
Senate committee on child Custody and Access.
WJN facilitates its activities through an activist listserve
and website. The impetus for setting WJN up came out
of meetings of the Ad Hoc Committee on Custody and
Access in Vancouver. The goal is to raise awareness
about issues related to custody and access as they
impact on women and children, and to counter the
backlash against women coming from "fathers' rights"
advocates and their allies.
The first action initiated by WJN was a national fax/
letter campaign during the week of November 16th.
The campaign was intended to discredit the joint Committee's process and nullify any recommendations that
come from the Committee, and to encourage politicians to take a stand against the inappropriate behaviour of Committee members.
check out WJN at http://www.web.net/wjn. The website contains critical information on the coalition and
its campaigns, articles from various newspapers related
to the Committee and the issues, resource and background materials, and links to other related websites.

more air time to images and interviews
with "fathers' rights" advocates than to
advocates working in support of women
and their children.
The Committee hearings and mainstream media coverage are painting a
frightening picture of the state of custody
and access in this country. They would have
us believe that most divorced and separated families are tangled in a web of endless wrangling over the kids, with visions
of distraught fathers weeping on their ex's
doorsteps, and that the Divorce Act is causing chaos throughout the nation!
In fact, most divorcing couples work
out their custody and access issues without going to court. Most, after the first year
or so of sorting out the details, settle into a
workable arrangement. According to Department of Justice statistics, only 3.8 percent of all custody and access cases are resolved through the courts.
There is also little support for "fathers'
rights" advocates' contention that custodial
parents regularly deny access to the noncustodial parent. Overwhelmingly, family
law lawyers say that a much more pervasive problem is the access parent failing to
show up for a visit, leaving the custodial
parent with the task of consoling the child
with assurances that "daddy still cares."
Leaks of interim reports from the Committee reveal some frightening implications
for women and their children. It seems the
favourite principle guiding the Commit-

tee's report is a presumption of "shared
parenting." Women and women's groups
have been saying all along that regular contact is desirable where the relationships
between both parents and children are positive. However, women's and children's
safety and well-being cannot be compromised in the name of "fathers' rights."
Contrary to Cools' recent statements,
fathers, not mothers, are responsible for
most of the physical and sexual assaults
against children. In 1996, fathers were
found responsible for 73 percent of all
physical assaults and 98 percent of all
sexual assaults against children. And that's
according to Statistics Canada.
The National Association and the Law
believes that the "best interests of the children" must be paramount and that custody
issues should be governed by a presumption in favour of the primary caregiver. That
is, courts should look to who has done (and
is doing) the caregiving, rather than who is
promising to do caregiving. Additionally,
there should be a presumption that abuse—
w h e t h e r it is p h y s i c a l , e m o t i o n a l or
sexual—of one parent by the other parent
is not in the "best interests" of the child.
Another core principle that appears to
be governing the Committee's recommendations is that "children's interests upon
family dissolution should be determined
jointly by their parents." This may sound
desirable but, in reality, it would require a
high level of contact which may not be fea-

sible or safe. Generally, the decision-making
ability should fall to the parent w h o assumes the bulk of the caregiving role.
Another of the Committee's bedrock
principles is that "children and parents
need and have a right to swift and decisive
protection from violence and from false
accusations of violence." The inclusion of
"false accusations of violence" gives the
misleading impression that such accusations constitute a serious problem, on the
same scale as the violence itself. The reality is that accusations of sexual abuse of
children are made in just two percent of
contested divorces, and only eight percent
of those are proven to be false.
"Children, grandparents and other extended family members need and have a
right to a continuing relationship with one
another," reads another one of the Committee's principles. While positive relationships with extended family members are
d e s i r a b l e and beneficial, w h y s h o u l d
grandparents be given more rights to access their grandchildren after the divorce
than they had before the divorce?
Finally, the principle that points to increased use of mediation is problematic:
"Children have a need to have their future
and their families' future determined in the
least adversarial manner possible." Protracted, acrimonious disputes are things
everyone wants to avoid. However, the requirement for mediation gives rise to a
number of concerns. Mediation is only
likely to work when the parties have equal
bargaining power. This is rare in most cases,
and is particularly rare in family law disputes. Mediation is also never appropriate
where there has been abuse or violence.
Almost one year and more than $1
million later, the Joint Senate/House Committee on Child Custody and Access will
release its report. It's final deadline is December 11, when Parliament recesses for the
holidays.
Once the report is on the table, it will
be u p to the Minister of Justice Anne
McLellan and the Department of Justice to
decide whether or not to entertain amendments to the Divorce Act. Certainly, it is
critical that feminists press McLellan with
their own recommendations.
NAWL encourages women to contact
Anne McLellan and express their point of view
about the recommendations from the joint Committee. The Honourable Anne McLellan, Minister of Justice and Attorney General, Justice
Building, 284 Wellington St, Ottawa, Ontario,
K1A 0H8; tel: (613) 992-4621; fax: (613) 9907255; email: mclela@parl.gc.ca.
Louise Shaughnessy is with the National Association of Women and the Law. She thanks
the many women inside and outside of NAWL
who have worked on the organization's analysis and position on custody and access issues.

NEWS
Women in the arts:

Out of view
by leanne Johnson
This is the issue where Kinesis normally
announces the upcoming Women in View
Festival in Vancouver, billed as Canada's
only multi-disciplinary women's performing arts festival.
Last year, I personally wrote an inspiring piece on Women in View's 10th anniversary. In that article, I mentioned how anniversaries should function as an opportunity for the festival and its audience members to reflect on and review what they have
done and where they are headed.
Some of the questions I asked were:
"Has the Women in View Festival improved
the lot for women in theatre?" According
to their statistics, they had indeed had an
impact. In 1991-1992, only nine percent of
all plays produced in Vancouver were written by women and 20 percent were directed
by them. In 1996-1997, 20 percent of Vancouver plays were written by women and
37 percent directed by them.
I also asked w h e t h e r the View had
maintained its promise to help promote
emerging women artists. Over the last 10
years, more than 1,500 women playwrights,
poets, performers and dancers have been
showcased by Women in View. Impressive
statistics by far, but certainly not a fait accompli.
So what happened this year? Why am
I taking so long to announce the upcoming
Festival festivities? Well, those of you that
read Conrad Black's local rag would know
that the Women in View Festival is kaput.
Gone. Is it my fault... asking all those hard
questions about direction? Nope, because,
I am a little ashamed to say, the View hasn't

been paying much attention to us in the
feminist media over the past few years,
preferring rather to announce things to people like Black and his ilk.
The demise of the decade old Women
in View festival was the result of several
factors. For one: Financial. Financial. Financial. Those of you unfamiliar with arts funding in this province may well ask, "Did last
year's festival not do well? Was it underattended? Did they have a large deficit?"
These are good questions, but you would
be off-track. According to Dawn Brennan,
former executive director of the Women in
View Festival, the View's 10th Anniversary
was an artistic and financial success. They
not only broke even; they even enjoyed a
small surplus.
So why did this apparently successful
festival fail? Location. Location. Location.
You see, Women in View has the misfortune of being located in British Columbia,
whose only arts funding claim to fame is
that w e rank last in per capita funding of
the performing and visual arts. (That's according to Statistics Canada's Government
Expenditures on Culture, 1995-1996.) Proving that they could still kill more of the arts
in BC, the provincial government further
cut funding to festival organizations in
1998.
Also this year, the View and several
other arts organizations were put in jeopardy as a result of the restructuring of casino revenues. (The restructuring was long
overdue, but many an arts budget was
stretched to breaking while waiting for cash
to come in.)

And finally, the View w a s not sure
whether they could secure tobacco funding into 1999 because of pending legislation restricting sponsorship by tobacco
companies. (The View did eventually get
confirmation of funding from du Maurier,
but it was too late. Is this another case of
the tobacco giants outliving their clients?)
The final blow came to the View with
the resignation of two key individuals, Executive Director Dawn Brennan and Artistic Director Kate Weiss. Both women and
the Board of Directors became tired of never
seeing any financial light at the end of the
tunnel. Even after the View changed its direction to become more mainstream, acquired snazzy media sponsors, and sold
their soul to the tobacco industry, there was
never enough money to secure the festival.
Women in View was indeed in a sad
position. They couldn't get corporate sponsorship because they were "ghettoized as
a women's festival." (Although providing

a tasty target audience for the tobacco industry.) Tired of building the festival on the
backs of women, the Board decided in the
Spring of 1998 to announce its demise.
I asked Brennan what she thought the
future held for Vancouver women in theatre with the demise of the Women in View
Festival? She sadly declared that the festival would definitely be a loss for all women.
She thought that women would continue
to increase their presence in theatre, but it
would be in slow increments.
Will the View just pass out of existence
without any further adieu? Or will some
feisty young women try to start another
grassroots festival for women in the performing arts? Well, I promised not to say
but there are some rumours adrift... So I am
just gonna say "Goodbye for now."
leanne Johnson is a Vancouver writer who
thinks you can't keep a good festival down.
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NEWS
Third International Women's Conference Against APEC:

Resisting globalization
have resulted in a dramatic increase in unemployment throughout
the region. In Indonesia
alone, 15 million workers have lost their paid
jobs, and a large number
of them are women.
Even when men become
unemployed, women
are still the ones left
holding families and
communities together.
Governments in the
region are responding to
the increased unemployment with mass
deportations of migrant
workers, Krishnawathy
said. The Malaysian
government, for example, is forcefully deBy Sunera Thobani
porting migrant workers from Indonesia
Under the banner, "Women Resist Glo- and Bangladesh.
balization, Assert Women's Rights," the
Song Thon, an activist from Thailand,
Third International Women's Conference talked about the resistance organized by
Against the Asia Pacific Economic Coop- women against the Thai government's
eration (APEC) took place in Kuala project to build the world's biggest dam.
Lumpur, Malaysia, November 8th and 9th. The dam would displace many communiOrganized by the Pesticide Action Network ties. Women from several villages have
(PAN) and Tenaganita, more than 180 been at the forefront of mobilizing their
women from 22 countries came together to communities' resistance. The women's acorganize against the trade and investment tions have raised awareness about the
liberalization policies of APEC.
project, as well as garnered public support.
The conference opened with a beauti- A number of other groups subsequently
ful lamp lighting ceremony to remember came together to form the Forum of the
all the women who have lost their lives re- Poor.
sisting globalization, as well as the women
Peasant women were the first in the
who continue the struggle today. The deep- Philippines to campaign against Structural
ening economic crises in Asia lent a politi- Adjustment Programs (SAPs) and the Gencal urgency to the Women's Conference.
eral Agreement on Tariffs and Trade
At the plenary session, Ita Nadia spoke (GATT), Tita from GABRIELA, a national
of the increasing violence against women coalition of women's groups in the Philipin Indonesia, and the lack of attention be- pines, pointed out. The women's moveing paid to women's experiences by the ment has become increasingly militant, and
leaders of the pro-democracy movements. strongly rejects the current strategy adopted
She pointed out that, although General by the Philippine government of trying to
Suharto has been deposed as president, the "mainstream" women into "sharing" the
reality is that the ruling elite's close part- supposed benefits of globalization.
nership with the military is still very much GABRIELA says globalization is just a furintact.
thering of American imperialism in the reThe assaults and murders of women gion; it is only working to expand and proare widespread. Nadia said that hundreds tect the rights of US corporations.
of women were raped and killed in the May
Speaker after speaker reiterated the
riots in Jakarta, and mass rape is being used strength of women's movements and disin an organized manner to repress commu- cussed the tremendous obstacles to womnities [see Kinesis September 1998.] The sys-en's liberation which are becoming more
tematic raping of women—the majority of deeply entrenched through trade liberaliwhom are of Chinese origin—reveals that zation policies. Vandana Shiva from India
the attacks were part of a coordinated strat- defined globalization as "the ultimate exegy, and not "spontaneous," as has been pression of patriarchal power." She argued
presented in the media.
that while globalization is giving corporaNadia pointed to further evidence that tions incredible rights and powers, it is sispeaks to the organized nature of this vio- multaneously destroying the lives and livelence: identity cards of many of the women lihoods of women.
raped were taken from them, making it
The diversity by which women live
more difficult for them to report the crimes. and their creative labour are what give rise
And while the state is targeting and har- to possibilities for resistance. Freedom in
assing women activists who are working the future, Shiva said, remains rooted in this
with these women, the pro-democracy diversity and creativity.
movements are not seriously addressing
In addition to the plenary sessions,
women's issues, or the horrendous violence there were workshops on health, privatiagainst women.
zation and reproductive rights; land, food
Tati Krishnawathy of Solidaritas security and sustainable agriculture; labour
Perempuan, a women's solidarity group in and migration; trafficking and violence
Indonesia, said that the economic crises against women; indigenous women;
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United Nations instruments; and strategies, targeting all APEC ministerial meetings and
gains and challenges for women at the con- forums, not just the Leaders' Summit, as
ference.
has been the case until now. Public educaBriefly, the recommendations from tion campaigns will be used to raise awarethese workshops reflected two different ness about APEC and the policies being
strategies among activists: those who argue developed and "voluntarily" implemented.
for reform of existing global structures and
The anti-APEC groups in Aotearoa/
the formation of new international regula- New Zealand will hold a two-day confertory bodies, and those who argue for a radi- ence at the same time as the Leader's Sumcal transformation of existing economic and mit, but the aim will be to bring together a
political structures through women's—and small number of activists to focus specifipeoples'—movements.
cally on developing new strategies. The
After some discussion, the Women's New Zealand government has adopted a
Conference adopted a statement which re- "constructive engagement" approach tosoundingly rejected the World Trade Or- wards working with non-governmental organization (WTO) and any moves to legiti- ganizations in an attempt to look as if it is
mize it through social or environmental consulting with them. The plans presented
clauses. The Conference also agreed to for the Aotearoa/New Zealand assembly
prioritize a campaign for the immediate will certainly foil the government's agenda
removal of agriculture from the GATT/ to co-opt NGOs.
WTO.
A demonstration organized by APPA
Following the Women's Conference ended the anti-APEC activities in Kuala
was the Asia Pacific People's Assembly Lumpur.
(APPA). Although peoples' assemblies had
While the economic crises are clearly
been organized in Vancouver in 1997 and devastating communities, and in particuin Manila in 1996, the APPA was different lar women, those attending the Leaders'
from previous years in a very significant Summit paid very little attention to this
way.
reality. Instead of the crises forcing the
In the past, the peoples' assemblies heads of state to re-examine and reject the
have been non-partisan—not endorsing trade and investment liberalization policies
any political party or politician—no mat- which have led to the current economic
ter what the political affiliations of the vari- chaos, they seem even more determined to
ous participants and their organizations push ahead with their "free trade" policies.
might have been. This non-partisan posi- Indeed, they are now consciously seeking
tion changed at the APPA in Kuala Lumpur, to integrate women into the APEC process
as organizers endorsed and strongly sup- even more fully, as was outlined at the
ported Anwar Ibrahim, Malaysia's APEC ministerial meeting on women in
ex-deputy prime minister. [Pro-democracy Manila last September.
activists and many women's groups in Malay- It is clear that women's movements
sia have been rallying behind Anwar afteraround
he
the world need to become more
was dumped from government and arrested radical
on
and challenge the notion that a funcharges ofsodomy by Prime Minister Mahatir.]
damental transformation of the global
What the consequences of this parti- economy is not possible. Today, it is the
sanship will be for future anti-APEC organ- grassroots organizing of women that is reizing remains to be seen.
jecting the replacement of one form of tyrThe 1999 APEC Leaders' Summit is anny with another, and that is building alscheduled to take place in Aotearoa/New ternate visions to APEC and globalization.
Zealand, and the APPA ended with a presentation by delegates from Aotearoa/New Sunera Thobani is the Ruth Wynn Woodward
Zealand on their plans. Their focus will be Chair of Women's Studies at Simon Fraser
on opposing APEC throughout the year by University.
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Dahl findlay Connors
BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS • ;
The lawyers and staff at Dahl findlay Connors
welcome Madisun Browne to British Columbia and
congratulate her on her recent admission to the Law
Society of BC. Madisun holds an M.A. in Philosophy
and graduated from law in 1994. Madisun joins us
from Regina, where she provided legal services to
the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgendered
communities of southern Saskatchewan. Madisun
is practicing in the areas of lesbian and gay family
law, immigration, human rights and civil litigation.
We at Dahl findlay Connors believe we are nearly as
excited as Madisun is at her arrival in Vancouver.
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NEWS
Aboriginal women and Bill C-31:

Research in action
by Audrey Huntley
The Aboriginal Women's Action Network (AWAN) held a tiaining workshop on
participatory research at University of British Columbia's First Nations House of
Learning in mid-November. The gathering
was the second phase in AWAN's research
project investigating and analyzing the
impact of Bill C-31 on the lives of Aboriginal women and their children [see Kinesis
October 1998.]
Bill C-31, introduced in 1985, replaced
Section 12(l)(b) of the Indian Act, which
caused Aboriginal women to lose their "Indian status" when they married non-Aboriginal men. Aboriginal men did not lose
status when they married non-Aboriginal
women.
Although the bill w a s designed to
clean the Indian Act of its gender-based
discriminatory elements and thereby improve the situation of Aboriginal women,
it has become apparent that, in fact, little
has changed. Or as one speaker at the gathering put it: "sexist discrimination has simply been knocked d o w n to the next generation."
Many w o m e n w h o regained status
were reinstated into categories that do not
allow them to pass their status on to their
children or to their children's children. As
well, many women have not gone through
the complex process to become reinstated,
because there has been little support provided to them by either the federal government or local band councils.
AWAN hopes to change that situation.
Its research project, set for completion in
late Spring, consists of four phases: generating a literature review that brings together
and analyzes the findings of academic,
community and government studies; interviewing women affected by Bill C-31 across
the province; compiling their stories; and
producing a final report to be used in lobbying for changes to the legislation as well
as for educational purposes.
In preparation for Phase 2, about 40
delegates from different Nations all over the
province came together for the weekend
workshop on participatory research. Sixteen of the w o m e n in attendance h a d
agreed to conduct the interviews in their
home communities. They received background information on Bill C-31 and training through a popular education workshop
on interviewing. Over the course of the
weekend, a set of questions to be used in

gathering stories from other women across
the province was generated.
The participants spent a considerable
part of the weekend talking about their
own, often painful, experiences resulting
from loss of status, and about the difficulties they've faced in trying to go through
the reinstatement process and return to
their homes.
Little or no advocacy is out there to
help women with this process, and in many
cases, band councils who are not supportive of women being reinstated have tried
to deter women from returning home or
have forced them to leave. Many band
councils feel threatened by the presence of
strong vocal women returning from urban
areas, and many do not want to share the
resources and programs with them. [Under Bill C-31, band councils have the authority to determine who has "membership" in the
band, and therefore access to education, health,
housing and income support programs are administered by the band.]
The treaty-making process in BC has
also reinforced discrimination against
women because women who do not have
"status" cannot vote on treaty agreements
affecting their home communities. Their
participation is obviously not seen as necessary or important, as no government—
federal, provincial or band—has seen to it
that their voices are included in the process.
Other common themes discussed on
the weekend were the loss of culture and
issues of identity. "Aside from the Indian
Act [definition,] who is 'Indian'?" was a
question which arose. " H o w restrictive
should band membership codes be?" was
another.
While opinions differed on blood
quantum as a system of measuring identity, a sense of separation from and division of community was shared by many.
How bands are served by discriminating
against women was also a point of discussion.
Theme related questions were formulated which examined the effects of Bill C31 on individuals, families and communities. They also addressed the reinstatement
process as well as access to rights under the
bill.
Sharon Mclvor, a member of the Lower
Nicola Band in Merritt, BC, spoke on the
first full day of gathering. As a lawyer and

activist, she has long been fighting for the
rights of Aboriginal women. Drawing from
her experience, she underlined to participants the importance of extensive and complete documentation, so essential in court
challenges. She said a n u m b e r of the
women she is representing will likely take
their cases to the Supreme Court of Canada,
where the project's final report may make
a difference.
The weekend was a success, not only
because the process of participatory research on Bill C-31 is underway, but also
because Aboriginal women who are isolated in their communities, and in some
cases geographically, had the opportunity
to share their experiences and begin organ-
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660-9382
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Information & Referral 1-888-795-6111
Victims Information Lin« 1-800-563-0808

Outside Lower Mainland

izing against patriarchal discrimination by
both the state and Aboriginal men.
AWAN is still looking for Aboriginal
women from the following regions to conduct
interviews in their communities: Kamloops,
Northern Vancouver Island, the Kootenays,
and Northeastern BC. Volunteers will also be
needed to help with transcribing the interviews. To participate or for more information,
contact AWAN at (604) 879-8094,435-5449,
255-0704.
Audrey Huntley is of Anishnawbe, Euro-Canadian and German descent and has just returned to Canada after living in Europe for
17 years.
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WHAT'S NEWS
Minister's permit
last hope
Strong community support for Acier
Gomez, a Filipino woman w h o has been
served a deportation order, continues to
swell. Recently, Gomez was notified that
her appeal of the deportation order was
denied.
The Filipino community in British
Columbia is rallying behind her attempt
to gain a Minister's Permit (from the Minister of Immigration Lucienne Robillard.)
This permit is now the only hope Gomez
has of being able to stay in Canada with
her four-year old daughter, Amber.
Acier Gomez was ordered deported
from Canada June 10,1997, even though
she h a d lived, worked and contributed to
Canadian society for the last eight years.
She came to Canada under the Live-in
Caregiver Program in 1990, and lived in
Prince George, BC.
She was ordered to return to the Philippines because she had "misrepresented"
her marital status. She listed herself as single on her entry application as a domestic
worker and on her application for landed
immigrant status. She was, in fact, married in the Philippines.
The Committee for Justice for Acier
Gomez says many domestic workers make
the same mistake Gomez did because they
are advised by recruitment agencies that
it will be easier for them to find work if
they are single. Gomez did not correct the
mistake w h e n she applied for landed status because her employer, w h o later became her husband, advised her not to. After Gomez left her husband because of his
violence towards her, he told Canada Immigration about the "misrepresentation."
The Committee recently held a press
conference and community forum with

Gomez in Vancouver to d r a w attention to
her urgent plight and to help others who
might be in similar situations. It is calling
on all supporters to write to the minister of
immigration to ask her to grant Acier
Gomez a Minister's Permit and set aside
the deportation order.
For more information about the campaign,
contact the Committee for Justice for Acier
Gomez, c/o Kalayaan Centre, 451 Powell St,
Vancouver, BC, Canada, V6A 1G7; tel: (604)
215-1905; fax: (604) 215-1103.

Hurricane Mitch
emergency relief
Women's groups in Central America
have sent out an urgent call for international help and solidarity in the wake of
Hurricane Mitch. In October, the hurricane
ripped through Nicaragua, Honduras and
El Salvador, leaving a high death and injury toll as well as badly damaged infrastructures.
Sandra Ramos of the Maria Elena
Cuadra Movement of Working and Unemployed Women (MEC) in Nicaragua says
that "so many w o m e n lost their families,
their homes and their belongings." MEC
organized a caravan to take food to the
norther town of Posoltega, where a giant
mudslide killed at least 2,000 people and
left tens of thousands homeless. Josefa
Rivera, also with MEC, says transportation
is almost impossible: some 1,500 kilometres of roads and 70 bridges have been destroyed or not safe to cross.
In Honduras, the death toll is over
7,000 with at least another 5,000 people reported missing. Members of the Honduran
Women's Collective (CODEMUH) say that
no part of the country has been spared.
Ninety percent of the country has been

flooded and 60 percent of the infrastructure destroyed. The price of food and basic
goods continues to rise due to speculation,
and both water and air-borne diseases have
begun to affect the population.
According to Sandra Ramos and Maria
Luisa R e g a l a d o , the d i r e c t o r of
CODEMUH, the maquila factories in both
Nicaragua and Honduras have taken a
"business as usual" attitude, despite the
surrounding tragedy and chaos. Some factory owners are refusing to pay compensation for the days the factories were closed
and are requiring women to work overtime
to make up for lost hours.
Financial donations are badly needed, and
can be sent to Co-Development Canada, 1012747 E. Hastings St, Vancouver, BC, V5K1Z8.
Cheques should be made payable to Co-Development Canada, which will forward donations
to its partner organizations in Nicaragua, Honduras and El Salvador, such as MEC and
CODEMUH. For more information, contact
CoDev at (604) 708-1495 or codev@web.net.

Can a child sue for
prenatal injuries?
by Kate Murphy
Another legal case that could affect
Canadian women's reproductive rights is
headed for the Supreme Court of Canada.
Known as the Dobson case, it involves a
New Brunswick woman who got into a car
accident during the 27th week of her pregnancy. Cynthia Dobson sustained injuries
and underwent a caesarean section that day.
Her son was born with permanent disabilities, including cerebral palsy.
In an attempt to receive insurance
funds for his care, Ryan Dobson, represented by his grandfather as his litigation
guardian, sued his mother for prenatal in-

•s** Boo hoo milk: Profils over health
by Kelly Haydon
The Canadian government is considering the legalization of Bovine Growth Hormone (BGH), a genetically-engineered drug
that is injected into cows to increase their
milk production, even though it may pose
serious health threats to humans, not to
mention cows.
Government scientists at Health Canada
have written a report contirming that the
chemical company Monsanto, which produces
BGH, did not subject BGH to long-term toxicology experiments and tests for human
safety. They also say that potential harmful
effects from BGH—such as sterility, infertility, birth defects, cancer, and harm to the
immune system—haven't been fully checked
out.
Some cows given BGH gave birth to
calves with holes in their skulls and, in one
case, a calf with seven legs. As well, scientific studies show a by-product in BGH milk
may be linked to incidences of breast cancer
or prostate cancer. According to Senator Mira
Spivak, a member of the Senate Committee
on Agriculture which is holding hearings on
the health effects of BGH: "It is not going
to improve the quality of the milk, and it
makes the cows sick. What problem are we
solving with [allowing BGH on the market]?
Well, we are going to increase the profits of
the company."
In November, the Senate Committee
heard testimony from six researchers who
say they have been ordered by Health Canada
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not to speak publicly about the dangers of
BGH. Dr. Margaret Haydon testified how her
files on BGH were stolen from her office in
1994, and Dr. Gerard Lambert said his file
was kept locked up at the Health Protection
Branch (HPB) and made available to only a
few people.
Haydon also suggested that Monsanto
may have attempted to bribe the department in 1990 with at least Si million in research funding to approve BGH. The company
denies the accusation. Proving that Monsanto
tried to bribe the HPB may be difficult, as
Health Canada's approval process for drugs
is seriously flawed with respect to conflict
of interest. Ninety percent of the budget
for the HPB comes from the drug companies.
According to the Council of Canadians
(COO, a national organization fighting the
use of BGH, much of the problem stems with
senior government bureaucrats who are trying to assist Monsanto in getting BGH legalized by pressuring scientists to approve the
drug. At the Senate hearing, Haydon said she
and the other five scientists were pressed
by their superiors to approve drugs, including BGH, even though they had concerns
about their safety. She added that several
bureaucrats refused to release the scientists'
critical report until they deleted controversial parts of it.
Although two "external" reviews on BGH
have been ordered, the organizations conducting these reviews can hardly be called

~

objective. One review will be done by the
Canadian Veterinary Medical Association,
which is officially on record as supporting
BGH. The second review will be done by the
Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons,
even though one of the panel members had
been a paid consultant for Monsanto and
another member has a very close association with the company.
Allegations of corruption at the HPB are
not news to women who remember the Meme
breast implant fiasco. In the late 1980s,
Linda Wilson brought information to Health
and Welfare Canada about severe negative
health effects of the Meme implant. What
ensued was similar to the BGH circus going
on now. In the case of Meme, business interests took precedence over health. Researchers involved were silenced by gag orders and
suspension; reports were difficult to obtain,
and tissue samples "lost."
Monsanto has been a social pariah for
awhile. In the 1950s and 1960s, Rachel
Carson (environmentalist and author of Silent Spring,) warned the public of the deadly
health effects of the cancer-causing pesticides DDT and organochlorines. Monsanto
joined other chemical companies and governmental officials in denying the dangers
of the pesticides, and attacking Carson's
credibilty.
Monsanto continues its deadly games in
the 90's with the production of pesticides,
as well as new ventures in genetically altered food plants (such as soy beans). These
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juries suffered as a result of the accident.
The suit claims that Cynthia Dobson was
negligent for failing to avoid the acccident.
Both the N e w Brunswick Q u e e n ' s
Bench and the New Brunswick Court of
Appeal held that a child born alive could
sue his/her mother for damages done before birth. The case will go before the Supreme Court of Canada on December 8th.
The Supreme Court has previously
ruled on the issue of fetal rights, and has
upheld that a fetus is not a "person" and
therefore not entitled to rights. Its most recent decision involved a Winnipeg woman
who was ordered into a drug treatment program for the remainder of her pregnancy
The Canadian Abortion Rights Action
League (CARAL) will intervene in the
Dobson case, as will t w o anti-choice
groups. CARAL will argue that allowing a
child to successfully sue his/her mother for
prenatal injuries is the wrong solution to
the problem.
While recognizing the cost involved in
providing adequate care for children with
disabilities and the lack of assistance in
ensuring such care, the solution being put
forward does not address that situation.
CARAL says that, as a society, we need to
find other ways to make funding available
for all children with special needs.
The danger of this case is that it could
open up the floodgates to all kinds of claims
against pregnant women. If the Supreme
Court rules in favour of Ryan Dobson,
women's reproductive rights, such as the
right to obtain an abortion or refuse a
caesarean section, will be curtailed. And
although this case relates to motor vehicle
accidents, the principle could be applied to
other daily activities w o m e n engage in,
such as working, operating equipment,
engaging in sports or recreation activities,
et cetera.

plants are being mutated to withstand three
times the usual spraying of Monsanto's pesticide, Roundup. So the company is profiting from being able to sell three times the
amount of pesticide than usual, and the public is getting to ingest three times as much
of the deadly chemicals.
Meanwhile, Monsanto has been heavily
lobbying the government, not only to allow
BGH to be brought to the Canadian market,
but also to ensure there would be no indication on packaging that products contain BGHaffected milk. That would mean Canadians
would have no way of knowing whether they
were consuming tainted milk or not.
Now BGH is being re-evaluated, and according to Allan Rock, federal minister of
health, "we will not give approval [of BGH]
until the safety of that substance is determined to our satisfaction." This is contrary
to what most Canadians want, which is a
permanent ban on BGH.
If you don'I wan! BGH approved, fend a
teller lo Senator Leonard Guslafson, Chairperson, Senate Committee on Agriculture,
the Senate of Canada, Ottawa, Ontario, KIA
0A4. For more information on BGH or to join
their campaign, contact the Council of Canadians, 502-151 Slater St. Ottawa, Ontario,
KIP 5H3; tel: (613) 233-2773.
Kelly Haydon is not related to Dr. Margaret
Haydon, although she too is a science geeky
type of gal. She doesn't like chemically altered milk nor three headed cows.

FEATURE
Treaty-making in British Columbia:

Nisga'a process flawed
by Nisibilada (MercyThomas)
As Kinesis goes to press, the Nisga'a
Agreement is before a special Fall session of
the British Columbia legislature. Judging from
the media coverage, it would appear there are
only two perspectives on the issue: the proagreement stance of the Nisga'a Tribal Council and the New Democrat government, and
the anti-agreement stance of the provincial Liberal Party and other right-wing interests.
However, there is another perspective comingfrom Aboriginal peoples, particularly those
living off-reserve. In an attempt to get their
voices heard, the United Native Nations
(UNN), held its second Trick or Treaty rallyin
Vancouver on October 31st.
The current treaty-making process in BC,
says UNN's president Viola Thomas, is "not
about self-determination, but self-termination."
The UNN, an organization which represents
off-reserve Aboriginal peoples in BC, says the
it is aimed at effectively extinguishing all Aboriginal title, by converting Aboriginal titled
lands to "fee simple" lands [Fee simple means
lands and the resources on them can be bought,
sold or leased, essentially making them market
commodities.]
Almost half of the First Nations bands in
BC—84 of 197 communities—have refused to
participate in the BC Treaty Commission process. If passed, the Nisga'a Agreement will be
the template for all treaties in BC. The Agreement would give the Nisga'a about 2,000
square kilometres of land, cash and new powers of self government. The treaty is "valued"
at $490 million. In return though, the Nisga'a
would release government from future claims,
relinquish their Aboriginal title to other territories, and give up their tax-free status.
One of the speakers at this year's Trick or
Treaty rally was Nisibilada (Mercy Thomas),
a Nisga'a matriarch from the House of
Nee'is'lis'eyan in Kincolith. She is a mother, a
grandmother
and a
great-grandmother.
Nisibilada has been active in the land claims
struggle of the Nisga'a people for several decades. More recently, she has been working in
the social service area. She currently lives offreserve in Surrey, BC. Below, she talks about
why she opposes the Nisga'a Agreement.
I am here today to say that not all of us
from the Nass River are in agreement with
this treaty because the process in which it
was negotiated is flawed.
When my father was a young man, he
was one of the surveyors who went u p the
Nass River. They went to Canyon City, to
Aiyansh, then to Greenville. They were sent
away. [The people in those communities]
said they did not want their lands surveyed.
Because of this, my father said, "We are
going to survey only Kincolith lands." As
a result, Kincolith people have certificates
of possession to the land. The people of the
Upper Nass don't have any.
Because none of the other lands had
been surveyed, w h e n the Nisga'a Tribal
Council (NTC) came to negotiating this
land claims agreement with the provincial
government, the 42 Kincolith reserves were
the only lands included.
The NTC used the Kincolith lands as
their bargaining chip in order to gain control over fisheries and forestry. They nego-

When I speak out [against the Nisga'a
Agreement,] my people in Kincolith are
chastised, and I feel bad about that. I apologize to them because I do feel it right here
fc in my heart. But I was not the one w h o ne|c£ gotiated the release, the extinguishment, the
| modification of Aboriginal title, and the
^ majority of our people did not agree to that.
^
The Nisga'a Tribal Council is registered
~- as a society under the provincial societies
g> act. They have no right to relinquish, ex^ tinguish, surrender, modify or release any
^ of our Aboriginal land. We did not give the
| NTC the m a n d a t e to sign the Nisga'a
£! Agreement on behalf of Kincolith people.
•« We did not give the NTC the mandate to
o release our Aboriginal title, our Aboriginal
a. rights, and to give up the tax exemption
status of our people. They don't know what
Nisibilada (MercyThomas), centre front, speaking at the United Native
it is like to be taxed. I do; I live in the urban
Nations'Trick orTreaty rally in Vancouver. She sang the song ,"Ei'yu'wai,"
area. Nothing in the Nisga'a Treaty was
which she translates as:
negotiated for people living off-reserve.
W h a t nave tney done to m y people; what nave tney done to my community or.
Kincolith. Ei'yu'wai
We are going to lose t h e ancestral lands or our great-grandfathers and
grandmothers
We are going to lose tne traplines and tne hunting grounds or our uncles
We are going to lose the stories or our mothers and grandmothers that belong
to the land. Ei'yu'wai
N o n - I n d i a n s in government waved a tew dollars in front of our people and
they sold our land
W h a t will happen to our children; they will scatter; they'll have no place to go
O u r grandchildren will he no more. Ei'yu'wai
W h a t have they done to my people; what have they done to my village of

Kincolith
We have lost everything.

Ei'yu'wai

tiated to take a w a y 19 reserves from
Kincolith and to increase the Aiyansh reserves by 19. [The president of the Nisga'a
Treaty Council, Chief Joe Gosnell, is from
Aiyansh.] They n e g o t i a t e d to increase
Greenville reserves by two and Canyon
City reserves by two, taking the four reserves from Kincolith lands. The remaining 19 Kincolith reserves are to be converted
into "fee simple" land that can be sold or
leased if the Nisga'a government has financial problems.
The NTC told Kincolith people that
w e ' d keep our lands, but five years from
now [when the provisions in the Nisga'a
Agreement have all taken effect,] 93 percent of Kincolith lands will have been lost.
We are only receiving seven percent of our
great-great-grandfathers' and our greatgreat-grandmothers' lands. The only reserve Kincolith people are going to get to
keep is the one we are living on now.
The majority of us did not know what
was in the Nisga'a Agreement-In-Principle
(ATP). Everything was negotiated in secret.
The 32 people who negotiated this deal did
not take the AIP back to the people on the
Nass River before it was initialed. They told
us after the fact.
A lot of Nisga'a people still have not
read the ALP. Most people don't understand
what they are losing by supporting the ALP.
We did not know about the section on the
release of our Aboriginal Title until [BC Lib-

eral Party leader Gordon] Campbell leaked
it to the media.
After the ALP was initialed on February 14,1996, the NTC called a special assembly in Aiyansh. That was on February
22, w h e n the weather is at its worst on the
Nass River, so there were only 1,500 [out
of 6,000] Nisga'as there for the four day
meeting. Copies of the AIP were only
handed out to the Nisga'a people as w e
entered the door to the assembly.
On February 24,1 asked the NTC if
there was going to be a vote on the AIP.
They said, "No, this is an information meeting only, an update." They also said they
were going to go around to the villages and
do workshops with the people on the AIP.
By the last day of the assembly, most
people, including myself, had to return
home. There were only 500 people left, and
the majority of them were from Aiyansh.
Someone made a motion to have another
meeting to accept the AIR However, the
NTC interpreted this as support for their
negotiation process. The Nisga'a Tribal
Council then held a stand-up vote for acceptance of the AIP, [which they received.]
I don't believe that any government
should be a government unto itself; they
must have an opposition party to keep
them honest. If they don't, then they're a
dictatorship. We are a matrilineal society
and there was not one woman, not one
matriarch, sitting at the negotiating table.

SIS

I have been one of the staunchest supporters of self-government and self-determination, and of getting away from the
Department of Indian Affairs, but I don't
like the process in which this treaty was
reached. The Nisga'a Tribal Council did not
leave room for my great-grandchildren to
come back and correct their mistakes.
And while the negotiators and their
families are getting richer, the rest of the
Nisga'a are still as poor as they were before this deal was initialed. The negotiators
are paid $525 a day plus expenses. The NTC
promised to pay the Elders $15,000 a piece
if this deal goes through. Fifteen thousand
dollars is what the negotiators make in a
month. How dare they try and pay off the
Elders.
The land will be here forever; the
money will be gone in no time. At the rate
the NTC is spending it now, there won't be
anything left for my great-grandchildren.
When we were negotiating land claims in
1969 and 1971, we paid for it out of our own
pockets; we worked for it. Since the NTC
started negotiating with the government 15
years ago, they've racked u p a debt of more
t h a n $50 million. They b o r r o w e d that
money from the government, and we will
have to pay it back.
At this time, I have a song to sing. Right
after the ALP was initialed, this song came
to me. Whenever w e asked questions about
the treaty process, our leaders told us, "I'm
sorry, this is confidential, we cannot discuss
it with you." They couldn't discuss the
treaty with us, the ones they were negotiating on behalf of. That is unacceptable.
I do not want to see my ancestral lands
given away or used as bargaining chips.
Ninety-three percent of our lands will be
lost. My uncles' traplines will be no more.
And that's what this song is about. It's
called "Ei'yu'wai." "Ei'yu'wai" is a distress
signal. Nisga'as use it only w h e n there is a
death or sudden accident, or when something is wrong or troubling.
I sing this song in the hopes my people will remember my children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren when their
lands are chipped away before their eyes.
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Through the lens of Kinesis:
25 years of the women's movement in Canada
Our goal in producing this special supplement was to look at the women's movement in
Canada over the past 25 years through the lens
of Kinesis. Twenty-five years equals 250 plus
issues of Kinesis. (Fortunately, we still have at
least one copy of almost all the back issues in
our archives.) As we read and read and read, we
were stunned and amazed by many of the stories; amused by the cartoons and drawings; and
inspired by the passion that came pouring out
of the pages.
In one of our searches through old Kinesi
(that's the plural, not a typo,) we discovered an
exciting gem, which you will find on page 28. It
seems that in Kinesis exactly 10 years ago, the
women involved published a full page "ad" condemning global patriarchy. They wrote the piece
in response to homophobic "claptrap" run in
Vancouver dailies a few weeks earlier. Most of
what was said by feminists then can certainly
still be said by feminists today. In fact, it would
have been great to have used this ad a few months

ago, when the Globe and Mail accepted
$43,000 to print a full-page rant against lesbians and gays. [This was published shortly after the Supreme Court of Canada ruled positively in favour of a gay man from Alberta with
respect to equality rights.] Some things
change...
As we put together this supplement, we had
the uneasy need to make some choices of what
to include and what not to include. We first decided to limit our selections to the women's
movement in Canada, even though, in recent
years particularly, Kinesis has been covering the
activities of women's groups around the globe.
We also focused on events led by women and
decisions that affected the lives of women and
girls, and less so on the discussions and analyses that were happening along the way.
This is just a sampling. We recognize there
are gaps in our coverage here. Some stem from
our decisions in producing this supplement;
some stem from what made it into the pages of

past Kinesi. We invite readers to share you stories, memories, and analyses with other readers through Kinesis. If appropriate, we will publish your comments in our new feature column,
"Readers' Writes," which will debut in our February 1999 issue.
In upcoming editions of "Inside Kinesis* we
will look at some of what's gone on in the making of this newspaper—the development of policies, the changes in our statement of principles,
the decisions we made to ensure a diversity of
women's voices are reflected. We feel it is important to document our herstory so that other
women, interested in feminist publications, can
draw from our experiences.
Over the course of 1999, Kinesis will continue to include articles that reflect the "movement" of the women's movement in Canada and
around the world. There is much to talk about,
to share, to remember, and to take off from. We
look forward to this process, and we invite you
to join us on this journey.

Thanks and more thanks!
This project would not have been possible without the incredible talent and dedication of the hundreds of women who created Kinesis
month after month over the past 25 years. Although we cannot thank all of them here, we do recognize their contributions in building
Kinesis and the women's movement in Canada. What you hold in your hand is a culmination of their writing, illustrating, researching,
photographing, proofreading, designing and pasting up. We're sure they had fun along the way, too.
Many women, now involved with Kinesis, were critical in digging through boxes and boxes of Kinesis archives and making this special
supplement a reality. We would like to thank: Bernadette Phan, Joanna Frayne, Claudia Deutschland, Corrin Browne, Audrey Huntley,
Amal Rana, Kelly Haydon, Laura Quilici, Leanne Keltie, Janet Mou, Ellen Woodsworth and Agnes Huang. Thanks to Joanna for her
illustrations featured at the top of this page and leading off each decade.
Kinesis also wishes to acknowledge the funding support we received from Status of Women Canada-BC Region to assist in the
production of this special supplement and in the distribution of this issue to women's groups across Canada.
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iwTeRwaTioNak catiPafeN:
In July, 80 women representing Wages for Housework
groups from Toronto, Montreal, the US, Europe, England,
Australia and Mexico gathered in London, England to discuss why women want wages for housework and how to
build an international campaign to win them. A similar conference is going to take place in Toronto this October with
more than 100 women expected to attend.
More and more women are seeing the impact of the struggles women have engaged in for affordable and accessible

Dear Santa,
We have worked very hard all year and there are many things that we haven't got that we
feel w e deserve to have. Some of our requests may have a familiar ring. This is probably
because we asked for them last year too. But we are filled with the spirit of optimism.
So dear Santa, please:
Give us a new Maternity Protection Act
Find us a word for the plural of Ms.
include housewives in the Canada Pension Plan
Arrange for a heart and brain transplant for (Justice Minister) Otto Lang
Give our children more non-sexist text books
Give us control of our bodies-take abortion out of the Criminal Code
Arrange for a total transplant for Otto Lang
How About a Federal Human Rights Act?
And an amended Federal Labour Code?
Supply a feminist consciousness for Dave Barrett
Set up women's Studies courses in high schools
More Shop Courses for girls
More Home Economics Courses for boys
Compulsory courses for teachers in sex role socialization
Give us more day care facilities (we asked for this last year but you didn't send enough to
go around)
Eliminate sexism in advertising
Develop a male contraceptive pill—share the guinea pig role
Eliminate the courts "double standard" re: rape
Hasten the implementation of all recommendations of the Royal Commission Report on
the status of women.
we remain hopefully,

daycare, equal pay, and against sexist advertising and children's books. While changing some of the conditions of
women's work, these struggles have not changed the work
itself. Most women working outside the home have been
channelled into "women's jobs"-jobs which are usually
housework in a socialized setting. And still, women bear
the responsibility of child rearing and housework in the
home.
In May, rallies kicking off the Wages for Housework campaign were held in Toronto, Los Angeles, New York, England, Germany and Italy. (September 1975)

Oomfim
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On May 25,1974, 300 women came together at Capilano College in North Vancouver for the "Action for
Women Strategy Conference." What clearly emerged
(December, 1974)
from the gathering was the need to form some sort
of provincial federation to make clear to the government the strength ofthe women's movement
And from there was born the BC Federation
of Women.
Actually, the concept of a coalition of
women's groups had first germinated in August 1973 at a conference at UBC on women and
education. Throughout the
early part of 1974, a spate
Feminists rallied at the Vancouver Courthouse on Mothof well-attended women's
conferences confirmed
er's Day, May 11, to protest government inaction on womthe desire to have a unien'srightslegislation for International Women's Year.
fied voice for women in
Approximately 150 women, children and men challenged
"If we let her play,
the province.
the government to prove its concern about the oppression
she '11 win all our
Among the groups parof women by passing laws recommended by the 1970 Royal
marbles. So, let's just
ticipating in the foundCommission on the Status of Women.
tell her she can 'tplay
ing conference were:
because she's a girl. "
One of the participants said that writing letters to MPs
the Women's Health
was an activity of "diminishing returns" for women, and
Collective, Vancouver
called for collective action to be taken during the rest of
Status of Women, the
NDP Women's Rights
IWY to secure their rights. She suggested using political
Committee, Women in
lobbying, lawsuits, corporate voting, strikes and civil disobeTeaching, Committee to
dience, if necessary. (June 1975)
Defend Dr. Morgentaler,
the NDP Women's Committee, and the BC Teachers Federation.
The aim of the BCFW is to
demonstrate that through the
power of united numbers,
women can achieve more than as
individuals or individual groups. The
umbrella organization also seeks to coordinate the diversity of organizations into
a mosaic wherein BCFW can represent the needs
of women from every walk of life and from every
part of the world.
" / know all about sex, but I don't want any
This gigantic but challenging task has been entrusted
part of it... It leads to housework. "
to the Standing Committee, which is the elected body
of BCFW. (April 1975)

1975 is International
Women's Year
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Women's studies
in high schools

What did you learn in
school today, dear?

March 24th will go down in herstory as
the day the first battle for women's
studies in Vancouver secondary schools
was won. On that day, the Vancouver
School Board approved the course; only
one trustee voted against the proposal.
In Burnaby, the women's centre recently
won a similar victory too. They successfully persuaded the Burnaby School
Board to approve a women's studies
course to be taught at Burnaby North
Senior Secondary. In its approval, the
board also asked how the unit might be
developed to suit Burnaby North's
"multi-cultural character. In addition it
asked that "encouragement be given
to boys to enter the program in
order to better understand
the role of women in society and hence gain a better understanding of their
own role." (April 1977)

national lesbian Convention
More t h a n 3 0 0 lesbians came from all over C a n a d a to participate in a National Lesbian

Convention

held at tne University or Ottawa. There were two full days ot workshops and plenary sessions on issues
suck as: dyke culture, lesbians and small c o m m u n i t i e s , therapy, media, lesbian mothers, lesbianism/
feminism, lesbian autonomy/pride, and wages for housework.
Large tables were set up at the conference site, where women sold books, t-shirst, buttons and jewelry.
There was also a n assortment or information o n most lesbian issues.
O n e resolution passed unanimously at the conference was that a National

Affiliation

of Lesbians a n d Lesbian O r g a n i z a t i o n s be formed in order to c o m m u n i c a t e a n d
formulate lesbian issues and concerns. (December

1976)

&K&M<a i n q u i r y
niiist be public
]BC> A t t o r n e y (jreneral xj&rae

(jrardom a n n o u n c e d

November

1 6 if.hat a j o i n t R C M P - C o r r e c t i o n s D e p a r t m e n t i n q u i r y kad 1
been l a u n c h e d i n t o allegations or abuse of female p r i s o n e r s by
^P .

1 male guards at O a k a l l a , a m i n i m u m sec u r i t y p r i s o n . However, G a r J o m said t h a t
t h e s u b s t a n c e , b u t n o t t n e d e t a i l s , ot t n e

June 1 st is Census Day in Canada and for the first time, married
women, whether employed outside the home or not, may declare
themselves "head of the household" on the form. The change
comes from complaints following the 1971 census, when homemakers who believed themselves
in charge of the
house had to play
second fiddle (on
paper) to their
husbands. On this year's
form, husbands and wives
can flip for who calls themselves the boss.
(June 1976)
Twenty years later (1996) women's
unpaid work was counted in the
census.
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r e p o r t would be m a d e p u b l i c .
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LESBIAN
INFORMATION LINE

LIL: tne Lesbian
Information Line

Need Information?
Want to Talk?

Tbe Lesbian Information Line in Vancouver was set up in 1978 to provide shortterm telephone counselling and community

f**>lt*>(tgit*&

Contact L.I.L—(604) 734-1016
Thurs. & Sun. 7-10 p.m.
°r wrlte 1501 W. Broadway,
Vancouver

information on womens' groups, counsellors, clubs, dances and publications. Open
two nigbts a week—Thursdays and Sundays—LIL operates out or the: Wo]

Healtb

Collective space, when the collective is not open.
LIL is run totally by volunteer workers. Most or tbe funds to support tbe pbone line
are raised tbrougb a yearly dance. Tbe rest or tbe money comes from donations by
individuals and organizations, sucb as tbe Gazebo Connection. (October 1983)

Muckamuck:fistrike for Indian self determination
E m p l o y e e s of the w h i t e - o w n e d , Native-staffed Muckamuck Restaurant,
located at 1724 Davie Street in Vancouver, began their strike o n June 1,
1978. T h e y w e n t o n strike b e c a u s e the restaurant's o w n e r s , Jane
Erickson a n d Doug Chrismas, refused to negotiate fairly w i t h the e m p l o y e e s after they w e r e certified w i t h SORWUC (Services, Office a n d
Retail Workers Union of Canada) in March that year. Instead, the o w n ers harassed a n d fired e m p l o y e e s w h o w e r e union m e m b e r s .
A m o n g the complaints that l e d staff to a p p r o a c h SORWUC were: n o
j o b security, no scheduling rights, unpaid staff meetings o n days off,
m i n i m u m w a g e , a n d n o grievance procedures.
While o n strike, the picketers w e r e
constantly harassed a n d intimidated b y strikebreaking employees
and anti-union people. Several
picketers h a v e b e e n arrested a n d
s o m e b a n n e d from the strike area.
Their strike action has received the
s u p p o r t of v a r i o u s Native g r o u p s ,
i n c l u d i n g the U n i o n of BC I n d i a n
Chiefs, United Native Nations a n d
the Vancouver Indian Centre. Vari. o u s unions also gave their support.
(August 1980)
After five years, the owners still refused to negotiate with the striking
workers. Instead, they shut
down
the Muckamuck
Restaurant.

Government imposes
limits on childcare
Thousands of students and immigrant families in BC are ineligible for
daycare subsidies. That according to
provincial Human Resources Minister Bill Vander Zaim, means that they
can't use daycare facilities unless
they pay their way. Thus, despite a
growing need for daycare, immigrant
women and students are going
without-unless they have the $150
or more a month needed per child to
pay for daycare. The withdrawal of
subsidies for immigrants and students also means hardships for
childcare centres which must have a
full house in order to receive
enough government money to operate efficiently.
(December 1978 - January 1979)
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Kristine Linklater, a young Aboriginal woman living in the
village of old Crow, Yukon, was married to a man who assaulted her constantly. One night, after drinking, she awoke
to her husband beating her. she shot and killed him.
At trial, Linklater testified that she had meant to kill herself
in her husband's presence, not shoot him. Her defence
lawyer argued that her action was a culmination of a marriage filled with drunkenness and violence. Her lawyer arLeft: Ethel Gardner started the union drive and was fired the day
gued that, as she was drunk at the time, she should be
Muckamuck received notification of certification to SORWUC. Right: Vikki
charged with manslaughter, not murder.
Peters was squeezed out of her job after two years of service as a bartender
The all-white jury deliberated only three hours then returned
when the Muckamuck was certified. The owners gave hours to so-called
with a verdict: guilty of second degree murder. The white
'professionals' (non-Indian).
Yukon Supreme Court judge sentenced Linklater to life imprisonment She will be sent
to Kingston Prison for
Women in Ontario, leaving
her newborn baby behind.
The system that judged
Linklater, an Aboriginal
woman, should be c o n Carrying signs reading: "Welfare Bums?
trasted with the system that
87,000 Kids & Moms," women in Vancouver r
judged Ernest Riggs, a white
a protest at the local ministry of human resources
man, a year earlier. Riggs
office to call for an increase in welfare rates. The
beat his wife to death. The
rates have remained the same since 1975. The
BC Supreme Court judge
protesters—members and supporters of Vancouver
Status of Women—demanded an across-the-board
bought his defence: that he
rate increase for families on social assistance to
was "drunk b e y o n d his
bring them up to Canadian poverty levels, at a
control." Riggs was found
minimum. [The poverty line for a single
guilty of a lesser charge of
mother and two children is $5,000.]
manslaughter and sen(October 1978)
tenced to 2 1 months in
"I sew, cook, iron, clean house, nurse children prison and two years proyes, I am a working woman."
bation. ()une 1979)

m

DECEMBER/JANUARY

1999

Tobique Women take the long
walk to Ottawa
Indigenous women and children marched from the Tobique Reserve
in New Brunswick to Parliament Hill in Ottawa to call attention to
poor housing conditions in their community and to provisions in the
Indian Act that allows band councils to discriminate against
women. I n Ottawa, the women appealed directly to new Prime
Minister Joe Clark to investigate living conditions on their reserve
for women raising children alone.
Despite a three-month occupation of the band council office in 1977 and
a petition to the UN Human Rights Committee in 1978, the women's names
are still at the bottom of the list for new houses while they remain in
overcrowded buildings in need of repair. They say they had appealed to
the Department of Indian Affairs, the Canadian Human Rights Commission
and the courts, but did not get anywhere with them.
Sandra Lovelace, who signed the petition to the UN, said she hopes
the international body will put pressure on the Canadian government to remove the section from the Indian Act that forces a
woman to give up her "Indian status" and treaty rights on marriage
to a non-Native man. (August 1979)
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Unknown woman reads BCFW statement at Remembrance Day rally in Victoria. Marion Barling

Vancouver Rape Relief and Womens Shelter has been
putting up this poster in the Kitsilano and Dunbar
areas of Vancouver, in response to repeated rape
attacks in those parts of town. It gives a description of
the rapist and his way of operating, and provides Rape
Relief's phone number. (July 1979)

Any inequality between the sexes under the Unemployment Insurance regulations are the result of
nature not legislation. That's what the Supreme Court of Canada said when they ruled 7-0 against
Stella Bliss. Bliss, who had been excluded from regular UI benefits under Section 46 of the Unemployment Insurance Act because she just had a child, claimed that Section 46 contravenes the
Canadian Bill of Rights by discriminating against her on that basis that she is a woman.
Essentially, the Supreme Court ruled that Section 46 does not discriminate on the basis of sex; it
only discriminates against pregnant people and therefore pregnancy discrimination does not equal
sex discrimination. The decision is a kick in the stomach to all working women, especially those
30,000 a year who are denied regular benefits because they are pregnant. (November 1978)
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Women's building opens in Winnipeg

Ctow GC]© PQLTDOmQstf LPaptfw ras DatDm©Lrj©(L]
"On a not July Sunday

afternoon, a memorable ana dramatic

event took place at tne Ontario

Institute

of Education

in

Toronto. " The Feminist Party of Canada was officially launched
by 350
Mary

women, who gave a standing

O'Brien,

ovation to

speakers

a sociologist at ¥>rk University, and veteran

womens movement activists Angela Miles and Margaret
Evans called for a founding convention for the Feminist

Evans.
Party

in the Spring or Fall of the next year.
It was a festive and memorable occasion For once, women were
cdebrating themsdves instead cf dected male party officials—they
had become the focus cf their own attentive efforts. The speakers table
was decorated with red roses and Swedish breads to accompany the
song, "Bread and Roses." (August 1Q7Q)
DECEMBER/JANUARY

1999

A beautiful three storey brick building with a stage and hall offices, and social
and recreational space will be the new home for many women's organizations in
Winnipeg. T he building was purchased on October 1978 by the Winnipeg Women's Cultural a n d Educational Centre Inc. in response to the needs of the women's community.
The Winnipeg Women's Building makes a radical departure from the general
practice of renting old houses, garages or office space for women's groups.
"We wanted a large building that w e owned ourselves, where w e would have
room to have social functions a n d businesses a n d other fundraising activities.. " says Joan Campbell of WWCEC.
Already a second-hand store has o p e n e d in the Women's Building, a n d plans
are afoot for a bookstore, a graphics collective, a women's coffeehouse, a n d
a women's theatre company. Many women's organizations are also in the
process of moving in—Women in Trades, Wages Due Lesbians, Wages for
Housework, Lesbian Counselling Group, a n d Winnipeg Women's Liberation.
A single mothers' group, a group producing women's programs on public TV,
and a Native women's organization are among other groups planning to use
the Women's Building. (February 1979)

Lovelace takes it to the UN
After getting nowhere in the Canadian court system, Sandra
Lovelace is heading to Geneva to take her compaint directly to the
United Nations. Lovelace, who is Maliseet from Tobique Reserve in
New Brunswick has been trying to get re-instated as a "status Indian." She, and several other women, are challenging Section
12(1)(b) of the Indian Act which strips Aboriginal women of their
status if they marry non-Aboriginal men. (July 1980]

Getting lire geers

Fighting for Basic Rights

A number of women's groups are
challenging the rampant sexism in
the engineering department of UBC
by laying a complaint with the BC
Human Rights Branch. The complaint
alleges that the pornographic and
sexist publications and activities of
the Undergraduate Engineering
Society discourages women from
entering the department and creates
a discriminatory climate within the
university. The UBC peers' are also
known for their infamous annual
"Lady Godiva" ride, for which they
hire a woman to ride naked on a
horse through the campus with drunk
students running behind.
(March 1980)

Nannies and housekeepers in BC took their fight for basic rights under provincial labour laws directly to
Labour Minister Jack Heinrich. The recently formed BC Domestics Association met with Heinrich and pressed
him to extend the laws to apply to domestic workers when his Socred government introduces amendments,
expected later in the year. Heinrich was non-committal, at best. The association is talking to SORWUC about
unionizing domestic workers. (July 1980)
Domestic workers in BC were not covered under the Employment Standards Act until 1995.
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Across w e go...
Therese Tessier is organizing an all-women caravan
to the Arctic. Why an alhwomen caravan, and why older
women in particular? "Because a woman who is left with a
good recreational vehicle afterherhusband'sdeath need
not pass up the good times just because she finds herself
unexpectantly single again," says Tessier. Over 100
women have signed up, so far.
(March 1980)

In the early hours of Tuesday, October 14, the Vancouver Women's
Bookstore became the
target of arson. By the time firefighters arrived
to fight the blaze, the building was beyond saving. Luckily, 10 days
before the bookstore blaze, a few women sorted through 12 years of local
women's movement herstory collected in the bookstore basement. Fifteen
boxes of records and journals were removed to another location, and
saved.

WORKIN' WOMEN

At Vic General:
... If a woman has diabetes, multiple sclerosis,
cancer of the uterus, she may be eligible for an
abortion.
... If a woman has three children, a husband out of
work, and is so depressed she can't sleep or look
after her children because of her distress at being
unwillingly pregnant, she would not be able to have
an abortion.
No abortions have been done at Victoria General Hospital for over a month. The hospital's anti-abortion committee
rejected all but a few applications in January and February. Women are having to turn to the Royal Jubilee Hospital,
which is now providing almost all the abortion services in the city. (April 1980)
IhS^tenber,

the sifcuafcicn got worse: three anti-choicers uere elected onto Victoria Oaieral's board.

Woman gets "paternity" leave

"

Charlotte Rochon, a member of CUPE Local 3012
in Saskatoon, was awarded "paternity" leave to share
in the parenting of her partner Maxine's new son Daniel. She works for One-Sky, the Saskatchewan CrossCultural Learner Centre. Rochon believes their case is
the first formal recognition of a lesbian family unit in
Canada. Her union responded by changing its collective agreement to include "parental," rather that "paternity" leave.(May 1981)

It all started over lunch at the Cow Cafe, Toronto... and then became the national
Ad Hoc Committee for Canadian Women. Its purpose: to work out demands for the
Constitution to the government.
Three weeks later, on February 14 & 15, more than 1,000 women convened in
Ottawa to do just that. The participants passed resolutions demanding that women's reproductive rights be guaranteed under the Charter of Rights and Freedoms,
and that sexual orientation, political belief and marital status be included as prohibited grounds of discrimination.(March 1981)
The Constitution came into effect April 17, 1982. The Charter came into effect three
years later, without the Committee's demands.

Credit for women
Women in Ottawa opened up their own credit union. Zhe impetus came two years ago {torn
the Ottawa's tenants' Councit, many of whose members are single-parent, female-headed lowincome families. {"DecemberJanuary 1981)
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"EQUAL MUJT BE EQUAL, MOT ALMOST EQUAL"
That's what Gordon Fairweafher, chief commissioner of the Canadbn Human
Rights Commission, said in explaining why the CHRC is appointing an independenttribunal to examine the pay equity complaint between the Public Service Alliance Canada and the Treasury Board.
The complaint affects more than 3,000 members of the federal government's
General Services category. The public employees—not surprisingly, almost all
women—ore in the bwer paid sur>groupsof that category.
The Treasury Board acknowledges that all GS sub-groups perform work of equal
value. However, its latest offer—$ 13.6 million—is not enough to achieve pay equity,
and would still leave nnany women with bwersatariesthan men. (May 1981)
The GS pay equity complaint was settled, butasKinesis goes to press, another
PSAC pay equity complaint is still unresolved after 14 years.

Ottawa Women Protest Pornography
PIARCH IS- THE OTTAWA WOMEN PIG-HT PORNOGRAPHY G-ROUP HELD AN
EDUCATIONAL PICKET ON THE OPENING- DAY OP THE RlDEAu CENTRE, OTTAWA'S

NEWEST

WITHIN

THE CITY.

THE
TIONSHIP

SHOPPING- COMPLEX. INSIDE,

IS THE ONLY BATON

PURPOSE OF THE PICKET WAS TO DRAW ATTENTION

STORE

TO THE RELA-

BETWEEN THE BATON FAMILY AND PLAYBOY PROG-RAMS ON PlRST

CHOICE PAY TV. THE BATONS OWN "80 PERCENT OF G-LEN WARREN

Umbrella Die-in

PRODUCTIONS LTD, WHICH OWNS BATON BROADCASTING-, THE COMPANY

On May 24, women in Vancouver marked the International Day for Women and Disarmament with a "die-in." The theme of the anti-nuclear protest was "umbrella of defence," a
PIRST CHOICE.
direct challenge to the "umbrella agreement" which allows the OS to test war weaponry in
LEAFLETS EXPLAINING- THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN BATONS AND THEnorthern Alberta. Demonstrators staged actions at the Canadian Armed Forces recruiting
office and major financial centres, and also marched on the OS Consulate.
PLAYBOY PROG-RAMS WERE HANDED OUT TO SHOPPERS. THE G-ROUP ALSO
(June 1983)
PREPARED A FORM LETTER TO BE SENT TO FREDERICK BATON,
PRESIDENT

THAT HAS THE CONTRACT TO PRODUCE MATERIAL FOR PLAYBOY PROG-RAMS ON

OF THE DEPARTMENT STORE EMPIRE. (APRIL

Ii23)

Occupation at i i i A
I t started on July 2 0 : 5 0 Aboriginal women walked info tne
D e p a r t m e n t 01 Indian A i i a i r s regional office in Vancouver a n d
began tneir occupation, iwo Jays later, tnere were 1 2 0 women
inside. For eignt days, t n e protesters tried" to talk to D I A officials about tne deplorable living conditions in tneir communities.
Tney demanded tkree tilings: a meeting witli Indian Affairs M i n ister Jolkn M u n r o ; t n e dismissal of D I A regional director Fred
Walcnli; and a lull and independent inquiry into tike activities of
D I A in JBC Negotiations went nowJiere.
A n d on tne eigntli day, wnen tne protesters relused to abide by a
court injunction ordering tnem to leave t h e D I A office, police
came in and dragged tnem out. JTilty-tnree women were arrested
and charged with mischief. (July/August 1 9 8 1 )

Testimonials from Older Women

Boycotting Collins & CKVU

On August 28, the Vancouver Status of Women sponsored a one-day speak-out by older women. "Women Growing Older:

Despite the rain, more than 200 demonstrators turned up on the steps of CKVU television in Vancouver June 16 to protest Doug
Collins' endorsement of violence against
women. Women's groups demanded CKVU
retract the statement. It refused.
On the May 12th edition of "Vancouver
Show" unleashed a barrage of criticisms
against the newly funded feminist group Media Watch. Said Collins: "If there is ever another conventional war, it is my hope that Media Watch and its army of snoops will be found
in the front lines where they can be raped by
the Russians. "Collins called his remarks "fun."
(July/August 1983)
Women got the last laugh though.
On August 17, the Canadian Radio, Television and Telecommunications Commission censured CKVU.

Testimonials" was part of Palindromes: On Women Aging, a multimedia, multisensory exhibition and series of related events.
The idea behind the speak-out was to create a space where older women could share their perceptions on aging, stereotypes, and the specific concerns they have as older women in this society. (September 1983)

Ottawa Mothers Refuse the Cruise
In July, all regular employees at the Vancouver Transition House received termination notices. By A coalition of women's groups from Montreal, Ottawa and Kingston
March 31,1984, the provincial government plans to contract the house out to a private organization. converged on Parliament Hill in Ottawa on Mothers' Day to protest
Vancouver Transition House opened its doors in December 1973, becoming the first refuge for the proposed testing of cruise missiles in north- J
ern Alberta. Three thousand women, their chilbattered women and children. In 1978, it officially joined with the Ministry of Human Resources, and
dren and male supporters slipped past an
since that time has been the only government operated resource for battered women and children
RCMP barricade and clasped hands to form
in Canada.
a human chain around the Centre Block. The
Workers at Vancouver Transition House have condemned the Social Credit government's move RCMP had earlier refused the women a permit to protest. (June 1983)
to privatize the facility. (November 1983)
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Women occupy transition house

mm

Vancouver Transition House officially closed on June 28th, when the YWCA
pulled out of its contract to provide transition house services at the facility.
Since then, a group of women, many of whom work with battered women,
have been occupying VTH in a bid to ensure that battered women and
children have access to critical services. (The YWCA had been running
VTH since April 1, 7 994 after the provincial government put 22 publicly-run
social services facilities on the privatization market.)
In September, the Salvation Army and Act II picked up the contracts to provide transition house services in Vancouver. The Salvation Army will operate a 12-bed hostel (Kate Booth House) with a maximum stay of two weeks.
Act II, a private company, will operate a series of residences for follow-up
work with women who have left battering situations.
The occupiers of VTH say they will continue their occupation because it is
not clear what services the Salvation Army and Act II will provide. They will
also continue calling for the reinstatement of a government-operated (funded)
feminist transition house. (October 1985)
In January 1986, the women ended their occupation afterthe VancouverCity
Council agreed to seek funding from senior levels of government for a cityoperated transition house. No funding ever materialized and Kate Booth
House remains the only transition house in Vancouver.
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Why should we trust you now?
New c52nire
for lesbians

CBTC Refuses To ReeUkaTe
Women held rallies across the country on
January 18 to protest recent decisions by the Canadian Radio-Television and Telecommunications
Commission that relax the regulations on Pay TV
stations. The CRTC has said it will not regulate
pornographic programming, nor would it prohibit
programs that could be considered sexist, racist
or abusive of any religion or creed. (February
1984)

Local girls basketball stars
Two Port Coquitlam girls lay a few sport myths to rest wnen tney almost single-handedly

The Vancouver Lesbian Connection
is opening up Canada's first and only lesbian
centre September 5th at 876 Commercial Drive.
The main goal is to get lesbian groups together in one
space to facilitate information exchange and support
and to create a focal point for the lesbian
community. The Lesbian Information Line has
donated 25 percent of their total budget to pay
for the VLC's phone lines for the
next year.
(September 1985)

defeated a local toys' basketball team. Jacquie DesLauriers and Sherry Larson, both members
of tne girls' basketball team at Hazel Trembath School, were asked to replace two injured
members of the boys' team in a game against James Park School. James Park usually beats
Jjrernbath, but not this time. DesLauriers and Larson lead their school to a 72-TO victory,
scoring 6 0 of the 7 2 points. Both say they like playing on the girls' team better! (March T984)

Activists sentenced
Julie Belmas, Ann Hansen and three others—known as
the \ancouver Five—were sentenced to lengthy terms in
jail after pleading guilty to the bombings at the Litton
Systems plant in Ontario, the Cheehye-Dunsmuir nuclear
sub-station in BC, and three Red Hot Video stores.
Belmas and Hansen are well-known feminist and antinuclear activists. They are being transferred to Kingston
Prison for Women. (July/August 1984)

Abortions Stopped in Northern BC
The local hospital board in Smithers, BC disbanded its Therapeutic Abortion Committee October 3rd. Two weeks later, it reinstated the TAC, but appointed doctors who are opposed to abortion. The move leaves women in Smithers and surrounding communities without access to safe abortion services. For women in
those areas, their only option now is to go to Vancouver, 20 hours
away. (November 1984)
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Reinstatement bill doesn't go far enough
For more than a decade, Aboriginal women
have been challenging the discrimination in the
Indian Act, even taking their fight as far as the
United Nations. On February 28, when Minister of
Indian Affairs David Crombie introduced Bill C-31,
the women received a partial victory.
Bil C-31 does reinstate Aboriginal women who
lost their status under Section 12(1 )(b) of the Indian Act when they married non-Aboriginal men.
However, the women reinstated will not necessarily be able to transmit status to their children and
grandchildren. Even with status, the women and
their children are not guaranteed membership in
their bands. (April! 985)

A gathering in Ottawa of 17 women
with disabilities from across the country concluded with the formation of a
national organization, the DisAbled Women's Network (DAWN). Participants
shared information and identified concerns. One critical issue raised was
the low priority given by the women's
movement to ensuring its resources,
activities and spaces are accessible
to women with disabilities. Inspired
by the three-day gathering, the women
returned to their communities to work
on
starting
up
provincial
DAWNs.(September 1985)
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Karen Andrews, an employee at the Toronto Public Library;
successfully persuaded her employer's health insurer,
Cumba, to extend full benefits to her lover Mary Trenholme
and her two teenage daughters. Andrews used the clause in
her union contract that prohibits discrimination on the
basis of sexual orientation to support her claim. Cumba
consented before the case went to arbitration.
In BC, a lesbian employed by the provincial government is
also waging a similar battle. (March 1986)

Motherpeace Eight saved by the tides
Eight women, acquitted of trespassing on Department of National Defense, have the movements
of the sea to thank. The anti-nuclear activists were conducting a Motherpeace Action on the
shores of Winchelsea Island (off Vancouver Island) last August when they were arrested.
Winchelsea Island is the site of the Candian Forces Maritime and Experimental Test Range.
Because the Motherpeace Eight held their symbolic protest picnic below the high watertide mark,
they could not be convicted of trespassing. Only property above that mark belongs to DND.
The women are now ready for another action! (February 1987)

THE MOTHERPEACE EIGHT
Top: Carole Roy, Nina Westaway Middle: Sharon Bradshaw, Betty
Fairbank, Laurie McBride, Bottom: Sunshine Goldstream, Anne
Lindsay, Miriam Leigh.

ftbortion clinic coalition forms

Bankworkers w i n contract
In January, 2 0 0 striking Toronto bankworkers
nadian Labour Relations

heered as t h e Ca-

loard imposed a tirst contract on their em-

Over 200 pro-cboice supporters meeting in Vancouver late January e s t a b lisbeb a new collective voice, tbe DC Clinic Planning Coalition, ano bammereb
out priorities. Cbe overall goal is to ensure women's reprobuctive health
clinics are set up arounb BC anb that abortions are funbeb by tbe provincial
mebical services plan. Cbe first priority, though, is to set up an abortion
clinic in Vancouver, also witb services funbeb by ( D S P , within a year.
(February 19877

ployer, t h e C a n a d i a n I mperial B a n k or C o m m e r c e . T h e 1 8 0 Visa
workers, members or t h e Canadian Labour Cong*
Congress' Union or Bank
Employees, have been o n strike since June 1 9 8 5 . A lew months later,
6 0 mailroom employees a t C I B C s bead ottice joined t h e m o n t h e

Choice for
PEI
women in jeopardy

picket lines.
C I B C s anti-union campaign has been so successful that less than
two percent or bankworkers are under union contracts. O n l y rour branches

Right now on Prince Edward

;d, covering just 2 2 employees. (April 1 9 8 6 )
are unionized,

Island, no woman can get a legal

•0-

abortion. The 24-member board
of Prince County Hospital in
Summerside-the only hospital which

E2QcQu0[?0[?W •CBQJQD 0m ©CDOQPO©
Ontario plans to recognize the practice of midwifery

was doing abortions in the provincedropped its abortion committee in
early June. Women in PEI will now be

as part of its health care system, and examine giving

forced to g o to

midwives a range of rights and responsibilities unpar-

the Morgentaler Clinic in Montreal

alleled in Canada. First though, the provincial government says it will set up a taskforce—with no midwives
on the panel—to determine how independently mid-

or to a clinic in Maine. The
hospital in Halifax, Nova Scotia will not \
accept out-of-province

wives can operate from doctors. (March 1986)

abortions.
(July/August 1986)

Women start Dalkon Shield action group
Canadian women who used the Dalkon Shield IUD (intra-uterine device) have started their own action group to ensure their interests are
looked after in a lawsuit against the manufacturer. It is estimated that 1.7
million Canadian women bought and wore the Dalkon Shield.
Currently, 300,000 women around the world who used the IUD in the
1970s and suffered abnormal pregnancies, septic abortions, PID (Pelvic
Imflammatory Disorder), sterility, blood poisoining, among other disorders, are suing AH. Robins.(December/January 1987)
AN EXHIBITION ATTHB. UBC FlHE/lttS GflUEg/

In August 1988, a majority of claimants voted to accept AH. Robins'

Uoca+etiL in tKe.^gSenvert^ north wirwj of Main Library^
gallery hours: Tu,-SaHr io-5"
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settlement offer of a $2.6 billion trust fund. Many women, particularly

ILJ

those in Canada, are disappointed and say an adequate settlement would
have been in the $4 to $7 billion range.

KINESIS

KINESIS CELEBRATING- 2§ T E A R
M$p^

Jnforn.

K|

Ki&MKKf

*Wftf

i m i

I"

&•££?';

November 1986

"

~

$'T.75

i

1993

Interview with Judy Rebick...p.1Q

a > •<•><• ;;-,

Qa^adas patiopal feminist rjeu/spaper
aphi,: I.v SUcn Alston

r\ipeei8. # 3 0 9 - 8 7 7 East j4ascl#65treet. V/apoouver. British Q>}umbia. <|ar>ada. tftyi 3 Y I ^ 1 : (604) 255-5499. pax: (604) 255-7508. Email: Kir/esis@u/eb.r)et. U/ebsite: f/ttp://u/u/u;.u7eb.[)er/Kir;esi5

IWrnU/Jannary 1999

NTptRSOHliJANTlNb UN UOBtlOW SlWlO 60 TO - J ^

iN IMBKYO CAN!

THINK.TM.K Ofl UNOtfcTAND, But

MM GNl MY BCtOH k KlftON. lUli WM& IN ttWW) I

INfORMM.

•THE AMOTION
QUtSTlON

(

t M B R V o t f ftRSOM ) V W

/ S O W . SW t H H IVIN IN RM*, * PPCClOUi L|fl
• m BUNCRlWtD. IHii(tfiUlMLNI SUtOSTi.-

^

FRllNOSJ

fc^^MlUJl
Yukon Gets Most Progressive
Human Rights Bill
After more than a year of fiery debate, the
Yukon government passed new human rights
legislation, said to be among the most progressive in the country. The new legislation prohibits
discrimination on the grounds of sexual orientation, and provides for pay for work of equal value
within the public sector. The Yukon Status of
Women Council has lobbied extensively for new
human rights legislation since 1983, and
achieved most of its demands.
(April 1987)

Janurary 28, 1988: a historic moment. After more than 20 years of continuous
struggle, Canadian women are now tree to have an abortion anytime they choose.
In a 5 to 2 decision, the Supreme Court of Canada ruled that Doctors Henry
Morgentaler, Leslie Smoling and Robert Scott must he acquitted on charges of
"procuring a miscarriage"--that is, performing ahortions.
The decision states that Section 2 5 1 , the section regulating ahortion in the
Criminal Code, violates Section 7 of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms,
which guarantees "life, liberty and the security of the person."
Ontario Coalition for Ahortion Clinics spokesperson Judy Rehich described the
ruling as a "total victory for the pro-choice movement, hut warns: "We may have
won, hut people will try and stop us." (February 1988)

A sad moment for women workers in BC. The oldest and
largest local, Local 1, of the Service Office and Retail Union of Canada (SORWUC)—predominantly a women's union—folded in February. Local 1 held contracts for 14 bargaining units representing workers in daycares, social services, theatres and neighbourhood pubs.
Local 1 was established as the first SORWUC local when
the union started in 1972. During its history, Local 1 led a
number of well-known strikes, including at Bimini's Pub and
the Muckamuck Restaurant in Vancouver.
Local 1 was forced to fold primarily because of the deepening recession in BC and the growing anti-union climate
among employers and the provincial government.
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(May 1987)

Federal report dismisses quality childcare
The federal governments recently released special committee report on
childcare has been widely condemned by feminists, labour and childcare
activists, as well as the two non-Tory members of the committee (who
wrote dissenting reports).
Although the vast majority of briefs presented to the committee called
for direct funding to non-profit childcare centres, the Conservative-dominated committee instead focused on a limited system of tax credits to
parents. The committee also recommends federal-provincial cost-sharing of operating grants to licensed centres, but does not limit grants to
non-profit centres, opening the doors for a flurry of daycares-for-profit
(May 1987)
HERdlei*
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"This woman is not on trial"
Those words from BC Ministry of Social Services
and Housing's lawyer Tom Gove elicited peels of
hooting from women attending the final day o
hearings in the Baby B case at the New Westminster courthouse.
M
The case itself is no laughing matter; the impli- \ l v
^
cations are very serious. It began on May 20, when \ J k
|
a woman in labour entered Grace Hospital in Vans 3 ^
couver. She was told the baby was in a feetling
breech position and would die or be seriously injured
if she didn't have a caesarean section. The woman refused. The attending physician then called MSSH to And a way to force her to have the surgery. A ministry
social worker agreed to apprehend herunborn child. The woman later agreed to
have a caesarean, and gave birth to a healthy baby. But by then it was too late,
MSSH had already made the decision to apprehend.
During the five-day hearing on whether MSSH had the right to apprehend an unborn child, Gove put the woman's lifestyle on trial Unfortunately, the judge bought
his "bad mother line of argument Justice Brian Davis ruled that when a baby is
near term and birth is imminent the superintendent of MSSH can apprehend if
the mother does not agree to "necessary" medical attention. The ruling means
the rights of a woman are secondary to the "rights" of her fetus. (October 1987)
Ironically, MSSH lawyer Tom Gove would laterbecomeJustice Thomas Gove, best
knownforthe "Gove Report "a seamingrenew of the child welfare systeminBC.
Feminists have criticized his report released in 1996, as focusing only on the
welfare ofchildren wmiliWemenmn of the well-being of theirmothers. The NDP
governmentrespondedto the Gove Reportby creating me Ministryfor Children
and Families. Increasedapprehensions followed.
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SENSATIONAL ASSAULT TRIAL LEADS TO LENIENT SENTENCE
It was an event the media wouldn't have missed for the world. Why would
they, since they had a hand in creating it.
The trial had drawn to a close and Kirby Inwood was found guilty of assaulting his wife and their infant son. The media were all excited. His sentence: a mere 30 days in jail. Women were furious.
The story started out as a "fairytale." Inwood had gone to the Soviet Union
and met and "fell in love" with Tatayana Sidorova. Upon his return to Canada,
he mounted a major publicity campaign to have her be allowed to emigrate
from the USSR.
In September 1987, Sidorova and their son Misha arrived in Canada. Ten
days later, Inwood was arrested for assaulting Sidorova and, among other
things, twice dropping Misha on his head.
During the trial. Judge Gordon Hachborn allowed Inwood's lawyer to viciously interrogate Sidorova, trying everything to destroy her credibility.
Hachborn, however, did not allow five women who had been brutally assaulted
by Inwood to testify, until the sentencing hearing. (October 1988)
As well as being known as a convicted wife beater, Kirby Inwood is also
known as a very vocal father's rights advocate and virulent anti-feminist. Not
surprisingly, he was welcomed with open arms by members of the Joint Committee on Child Custody during its hearing in Toronto in the Spring of 1998.
0
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M o r e t h a n 1,200 S o u t h A s i a n s
r a l l i e d o n t h e s t e p s of t h e VanOutside, volunteer marshals line the wooden barricouver Art Gallery M a y 6th to
cades, wearing bright orange vests and grim exp
rotest t h e proposed, c h a n g e s to
pressions. About 303 protesters parade, with picket
t
he unemployment insurance
signs and gaudy pictures of aborted fetuses.
legislation. The proposals will
The date is November 4, 1988. Abortion is legal.
i n c r e a s e t h e n u m b e r of w e e k s of
Eighty-seven percent of Canadians support a womw o r k r e q u i r e d t o q u a l i f y f o r X7I;
an'srightto choose. Everywoman's Health Clinic,
c
ut t h e n u m b e r of w e e k s of benBC's first freestanding abortion clinic, finally opens
efits paid; a n d r e d u c e t h e percentits doors.
a g e of e a r n i n g s paid f r o m 6 0 to
Three weeks later, Hilda Thomas of the BC Coali50 percent.
tion for Abortion Clinics,which established
It is important that the women's movement be aware of and
T
h e m a r c h a n d r a l l y -was h e l d
Everywoman's, says women have been calling from
responsive to the needs of women who work and live under
particularly in support
of
all over BC and as far away as Edmonton. "Our
conditions which do not necessarily reflect those of the
f
a
r m w o r k e r s . A s t h e i r -work i s
phone lines were barely open when women began
majority
s
e
a
s
o
n
a
l
,
m
o
s
t
-will
b
e
s
e
v
e
r
e
ly
booking appointments." (December/January 1989)
i m p a c t e d u n d e r t h e n e w X7I r e Murders linked to anti-soliciting law
gime. A c c o r d i n g to the C a n a d i a n
The killings of Rose Peters and Margaret Bedan in a single week this April have brought the count to 21 sex-trade F a r m w o r k e r s U n i o n , t h e r e a r e
farm
workers in BC, known to have been murdered since 1985. The murders began in February that year with the death a p p r o x i m a t e l y 2 8 , 0 0 0
w o r k e r s i n BC. Of these, 78 t o 8 2
of 18-year old Nicky Tatrai.
At a recent demonstration in Vancouver intended to bring public attention to the murders, POWER (Prostitutes and p e r c e n t a r e w o m e n ; a n o t h e r f i v e
Other Women for Equal Rights) linked the killings directly to Bill C-49, the anti-soliciting law. POWER says the law t o e i g h t p e r c e n t a r e s e n i o r s ,
has increased the vulnerability of sex-trade workers. After Bill C-49 was introduced in 1985, many women, includ- "...the s e a s o n f o r f a r m -work i s d e layed this y e a r o n account of the
ing many of those murdered, received court injunctions restricting them from working in areas familiar to them
where they had some methods of safety. As well, police harassment has forced women to work alone rather than s e v e r e w i n t e r . . . s o -we s h a n ' t b e
in pairs, and into dark alleys. (May 1988)
g o i n g to w o r k until the e n d of
M a y or e a r l y June," says A m a r
K a u r . " H o w o n e a r t h c a n -we e v e r
find e n o u g h w e e k s to work o n
Abortion B a c k on Trial
BC's f a r m s t o q u a l i f y f o r X7IC."
"Once upon a time, in a prov(June 1989)
ince far away, there was a
health clinic called the
C e n t r e de s a n t e d e s
femmes de Montreal. The
Discrimination on the basis of pregnancywomen at this clinic
is discrimination on the basis of sex,
went about their work, doing resays the Supreme Court of Canada. The
f e r r a l s , e x a m i n a t i o n s and,
case involves three women who work as
among other things, arrangpart-time cashiers for Canada Safeway in
Manitoba.
ing for women to have aborThe women challenged Safeway's policy of
tions. Business as usual.
excluding pregnant women from receiving
Until one day in July 1989,
accident or sickness benefits for a 17an injunction was launched
week period. In siding with the women,
against Chantal Daigle,
the Supreme Court stated that pregnancy
is a valid, health-related reason for
prohibiting her from havleaving work and may not be singled out
ing an abortion."
for
disadvantageous treatment.
Daigle's abusive ex-boyThe court's decision quashes its previfriend was successful in
ous ruling on pregnancy discrimination
getting an injunction to
in the Bliss case, in which it concluded
the opposite. (June 1989)
prevent her from having an
abortion, which she had
chosen to do. Across the
country, women responded
with rallies in support of
women's
reproductive
rights and choices. And in
the end, the Supreme Court
of Canada dismissed the injunction.
(September 1989)

Pregnancy discrimination
=sexdiscrimination
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* * * * (fourteen women gunned down in Vriontteat +++*
December 6th, 1989: At the engineering pavilion of L'Ecole Polytechnique in Montreal, 14
women were gunned down and 13 other female and male students were wounded by a man
who hated women. The women who died were: Genevieve Bergeron, Helene Colgan,
Nathalie Croteau, Barbara Daigneault, Anne-Marie Edward, Maud Haviernick, Barbara
Maria Klutcznik, Maryse Laganiere, Maryse Leclair, Anne-Marie Lemay, Sonia Pelletier,
Michele Richard, Annie St-Arneault and Annie Turcotte.
A letter was found on the gunman's body—he committed suicide—in which he claimed
feminists had ruined his life. In spite of this evidence, the view that the massacre was "an
isolated act of a madman" is prevalent in the mainstream media. Events occurring across
the country in the aftermath of the massacre point out this is definitely not the case:
• On December 10 in Orillia, Ontario, a boy walks into his Grade 12 electronics class and points
a water pistol at his only female classmate. "You're a feminist," he says, pulling the trigger.

Women express
their rage

• In Edmonton, four weeks after the massacre, male engineering students chant, "Shoot the
bitch," when a female student takes the stage in a university skit. (February 1990)

More than 300 women stood outside
the Vancouver courthouse and let
out a collective wail of rage against
child sexual abuse, demanding that
a judge who called a three-year old
girl "sexually aggressive" be removed from the bench. The women
gathered three days after county
court Judge Peter van der Hoop
gave a suspended sentence to
Delbert Leeson, who admitted to
sexually abusing the girl.
(December/January 1990)

Shelter for Aboriginal Women
In March, the BC provincial government conAnger is what is
firmed core and operational funding for a Native
needed, anger at
women's transition house to b e located in
the conditions of
Vancouver. The Helping Spirit Lodge
an oppressive
Society, the group that will adminissociety and at the
ter the shelter, is investigating either
people who keep
buying a building or having one built
it that way. Withto their specifications. If all goes well,
out anger there
they plan to open by September 1990
won't be any
with an all Aboriginal staff.
change.
(April 1990)

The fight is on

" w

HONK
FOR

CENTRES
rife*
Women's Programs slashed:
No centres, no staff, no service!
Canadian womens centres and publications
have been devastated by budget cuts to the
federal Womens Programs, in BC, Quebec and
Newfoundland, an estimated 100 local centres
have had their operational funding completely
eliminated under the Conservative government's
February budget. This translates into a $1.6
million—or 15 percent—cut to the Womens
Program, a department of the Secretary of State.
Since 1989, the program has been whittled away
by 30 percent, in the name of "deficit reduction."
SecState rationalizes the 100 percent cut to
womens centres by saying that the funding of
"services" is inconsistent with the Women's
Program mandate. Work involving advocacy
and public education to improve the status of
women is considered eligible. (March 1990)

Lfclen to what wo hove lo toy
"It's time for the mainstream feminist
movement to listen to what women of
colour have to say."
That was the call echoing from the New
Ideas for a New Decade gathering sponsored by the Vancouver Status of Women
on March 14. The theme of the evening:
"feminism and political change."
Colours (a collective of women of colour
and Aboriginal women), representatives of
Aquelarre (a Latin American women's
magazine), and the women's caucus of the
South Asia Student Association used plays,
skits and dialogues to analyze racism and
to show how the concerns and voices of
women of colour are excluded by the
agenda of the mainstream feminist movement. (April 1990)

KINESIS

Spring 1990 will be remembered as the season
when feminists raised a huge public cry against
funding cuts to the Secretary of State's Women's
Programs.
Women in St. Johns, Newfoundland were the first to
stage a full-fledged occupation of a SecState office. On March 26, the 60 women announced "the
newest women's centre in Canada," and set about
using SecState's telephones and fax machine to
get what they had come fa: a meeting with the federal minister responsible for Women's Programs,
Gerry Weiner. The goal is full reinstatement of core
funding to women's centres and publications.
Public support was widespread and immediate.
Groups are receiving donations and demonstrations are well-attended. Even the mainstream media can't help but paint a sympathetic portrait of
the local women's centre, struggling to survive.
The feds have responded by trying to lure women's groups with offers of short term project funding. That has been the governments' standard
strategy ever since the cuts were first announced.
However, women are showing no tendency to let
up the pressure. On Equality Day, April 17, numerous "Weiner Roasts" were held across the country.
The same day, women in Vancouver interrupted a
public speech by Justice Minister Kim Campbell,
urging herto support the call for full funding.
(May 1990)
The feminist fightback was successful in restoring some of the funding cut to women's centres,
but not to publications. Since 1990, the budget for
Women's Programs (now under Status of Women
Canada) has continued to decline and earlier this
year, SWC replaced all program funding with
project funding.
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^ First project on women and AIDS^
The Women and AIDS project opened its doors in Vancouver in the
same week the BC government began its highly public pursuit of a
young HIV-positive sex trade worker, charged under the provincial
"Quarantine" legislation. That meant, Canada's first federally funded
project on women and HIV/AIDS got little media attention.
The new project was developed by a group of women who met
through AIDS Vancouver. Its focus will be mainly on public education
V
and developing resource materials. (June 1990)

(S©©(3 Q©&©
A text book model of top-down, malecentred, racist and exclusive decisionmaking, the Meech [Lake Constitutional]
Accord was never well-understood, let
alone accepted by the majority of people
in Canada. Perhaps this was because the
1990 Fathers of Confederation were lying.
Meech was intended to recognize
Quebec as a "distinct society," but in
doing so, it shut out the "distinct" voices
and issues of Aboriginal peoples, women,
immigrants, and people living in the North.
As well as its exclusionary process, the
main criticism by feminists of the Meech
Lake Accord is it would lead to the
demise of national standards for existing
(and any new) social programs. (July/
August 1990)
Many feminists in Quebec countered those criticisms, saying that
"distinct society" encompasses Quebec 's tradition of upholding women's
rights and progressive attitudes. Meech
failed to pass.

Pandora pressed by threats
The silencing of Halifax's feminist
newspaper. Pandora, took a turn for the
worse in November when mainstream
media coverage of the human rights complaint against the newspaper resulted in
a death threat to the collective.
Pandora is being charged with "sex
discrimination," after a well-known antifeminist, "fathers' rights" advocate filed a
complaint against the n e w s p a p e r because it would not print his letter to the
editor. In August, the Nova Scotia Human
Rights Commission ruled there were
grounds to pursue the complaint and sent it to a tribunal.
The death threat, left on Pandora's answering machine, came just a
few days after death and rape notes were received by the eight women
editors of Surface, a student newspaper at Queen's University.(December/
January 1992)
Pandora did win its case, but not without great cost to the women
involved. Two years after the tribunal's decision, the collective—still burnt
out and in serious debt—decided to shut the newspaper down. The case
had cost Pandora $40,000 to fight (although much of the legal fees was
waived); Pandora had revenues of $4,000 a year.
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Defining consent

"so, where are you
from?"

New abortion law
sows death, confusion
Barely a month after passing through Parliament, Canada's new abortion legislation-Bill C43-has left one young woman dead, another recovering in hospital, and the women of Canada
in a state of mass confusion. All this, and the bill
has yet to become law.
Bill C-43 recriminalizes abortion, but allows
for it in cases where a doctor believes continuing the pregnancy would damage a woman's
physical, mental or psychological health.
'There is a general sense of panic out there,"
says Kim Zander of the BC Coalition for Abortion
Clinics. "Many believe abortion is now illegal.
Women are calling asking questions about the
law. They think there is now no clinic... they are
fearful that they have no rights."
In June, Yvonne Jurewicz of Toronto died after a self-induced abortion. (July/August 1990)

Memorial for Yvonne Jurewicz in Vancouver.
Photo by Joni Miller.
DECEMBER/JANUARY 1999
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Proposed amendments to Canada's sexual
assault laws, announced in December by Justice
Minister Kim Campbell, have been received by
women's groups with a mixture of hope and
skepticism. Campbell's Bill C-49 came about after
the Supreme Court of Canada struck down the" rape
shield law," enacted in 1983 to protect a woman
from being cross-examined about her prior sexual
history.
The proposed law provides strict guidelines
on when a rape victim's sexual past is admissible,
and also includes a definition of "consent," which
puts the onus on the accused to ensure consent
existed. Bill C-49 is commonly referred to as the "no
means no" bill.
While women's groups hailed the bill as an
important step, they also expressed concerns that
the government has not addressed the sexism and
racism within the judicial system. Still, the loudest
opposition to the bill comes from powerful patriarchal quarters: the Canadian Bar Association and
the Criminal Lawyers Association, among others.
(February & June 1982)
The bill did become law, but its constitutionality has been challenged ever since. One such challenge, concerning Steven Ewanchuk ofAlberta, will
soon be heard by the Supreme Court of Canada.
Although Ewanchuk had spent 10 years in prison
for previous convictions of sexual assault, the trial
and appealjudges in his current case ruled that the
17-year old woman involved had "consented."

Another breast implant scanaal

NAFTA NAFTA, we
don't hafta

A year ago, Linda Wilson of Delta, BC was hard-pressed to get
#
anyone to listen to her concerns about the health hazards of
silicone-gel breast implants. But things have changed.
In February, the US Food and Drug Administration announced April 18th: "It's on to Ottawa." Taking
a moratorium on the implants. A month later, the largest
off from Courtney, BC in the West and St
manufacturer of silicone implants, Dow Corning, tried to offer
John's, Newfoundland in the East, the carawomen free replacement implants and $600, if they agreed
vans headed towards Parliament Hill to protest the
not to sue.
North American Free Trade Agreement.
Wilson and other breast implant wearers, including
Women were a major part of the success of the crossNDP MP Joy Langan, are taking the challenge back to
Canada trek. "Everywhere we went, there were large
federal Health Minister Benoit Bouchard. They say
the feds knew silicone implants had not been fully
numbers of women out, playing strong leadership
checked out for safety before being unleashed on
roles-everything from a singing group in Castlegar,
women in Canada. (April 1992)
BC, to key speakers from labour groups, to the
Wilson was critical in the successful fight, a year
Raging Grannies, theatre groups, women from church
earlier, to get the Meme breasr implant pulled off the
organizations, from every sector you can imagine,"
Canadian and American markets. Like the manufacsays Ellen Woodsworth of the BC Action Canada Netturer of the Meme, Dow Coming has declared bankwork and Women to Women Global Strategies.
ruptcy While some compensation settlements have
been reached, many more are still in limbo as implant
May 15th: "We've arrived." Action Canada Network's
manufacturers deny any links between their products
"vehicle of democracy" leads in more than 900 buses and
and the health ailments of breast-implanted women.
no-one-knows-how-many cars for a massive demonstration on
Parliament Hill. By plane, train, bicycle, foot

people

converge on Parliament Hill. The whole square, as far as one can see
in any direction, is filled with thousands and thousands of people,

MIDWIVES WIN
THEIR DAY IN COURT
When the Supreme Court of
Canada acquitted midwives
Mary Sullivan and Gloria LeMay on
May 21st, the court merely re-affirmed its
position that a fetus is not "a person" under
the Criminal Code.
In 1986, Sullivan and LeMay, lay midwives
from Vancouver, were convicted of criminal
negligence causing death to a baby which
suffocated after becoming stuck in its
mother's body during a home birth. They
were acquitted on a second charge of (
criminal negligence causing harm
to the mother.
(April 1991)

representing

a powerful

social movement.

(June 1993)

Miss Saigon: Not a love Story
Members and supporters of Asian Revisions
rallied in front of the Princess of Wales Theatre in
Toronto on May 26, the
opening night of the musical Miss Saigon.
Miss Saigon is the latest in a long string of artistic productions written
by white people about
photo by Siew Chin Chio
people of colour that totally distorts reality. It tells the story of Kim, a 17-year old Vietnamese woman bought one
night by Chris, a white American soldier. Years later, when Chris returns to Vietnam looking for Kim, she begs him to take their child to America to "save" him from a life of destitution. She then kills herself. (July/August 1993)

Just What
Does
No voice for Aboriginal women
in Charlottetown
"NO
MEANS
NO"
MEAN?

Since June 1991, the Native Women's Association of Canada
has been demanding a voice in the talks on constitutional renewal. Despite an appeal court ruling in their favour, the federal
and provincial governments and national Aboriginal groups
continue to deny Aboriginal women a role in drafting the
Charlottetown Accord. Sharon Mclvor, a member of NWAC's
executive, says the Accord promises nothing new for Aboriginal
peoples. In particular, she says the Charlottetown Accord does
not guarantee Aboriginal self-government; it only puts in place
the process for negotiation that was already there. The Accord
means little more than that Aboriginal peoples can administer
their own poverty. (November 1992)

Making the Links
More than 1,500 women came together in Toronto for a groundbreaking
conference aimed at exploring the connections between anti-racism and
feminism. Put on by the Canadian Research Institute for the Advancement of Women, Making the Links drew an an unprecedented number of
anti-racist and feminist activists from across the country and around the
world. For the first time at a national meeting of mainstream women's
organizations, more than three-quarters attending were women of
colour and Aboriginal women.
Fifty workshops, roundtables and panels during the three-day conference
enabled participants to explore strategies and initiate political alliances across
recognized differences based in class, race, age, ability, sexual preference
and geographical boundaries. (December/January 1993)

Shrouded in secrecy reminiscent of the release of the
federal budget, the Canadian Panel on Violence Against
Women released its report at the end of July without
notifying or providing copies to women's organizations.
Only a few of the representatives from women's organizations, who happened to be in Ottawa or were able to get
there on very short notice, attended the press conference
and received a copy of the report.
The Panel has been severely criticized in the past for its
lack of accountability to the women's movement and accessibility to women. A year ago, four national women's
groups—the National Action Committee on the Status of
Women, DisAbled Women's Network, the Congress of Black
Women and the Canadian Association of Sexual Assault
Centres—pulled out of the Panel's 23-member advisory
committee, after the minister responsible for the status of
women refused to hold consultations with national women's
groups or appoint women with disabilities and more
women of colour to the Panel. (September 1993)

— | consent and Power Don't Mix fSeven years of fighting with the justice system has come to a fruitful end for Laura
Norberg of Williams Lake, BC. On June 18, the Supreme Court of Canada ruled that she
was sexually exploited by her doctor. Her doctor, on numerous occasions, offered her
prescription drugs, to which she was addicted, in exchange for sex.
The court's ruling qualifies the definition of consent. "The court has recognized that in
analyzing claims of sexual assault, you must appreciate any power relationships between the parties and this is critical in distinguishing between voluntary consent and
forced submission to sexual activity," says Helena Orton of the Women's Legal Education and Action Fund.
"For women with disabilities, the power imbalance with medical professionals is
heightened because the doctor-patient relationship is often a long-standing one," says
Joan Meister of the DisAbled Women's Network Canada. (July/August 1992)
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NO GOING
BACK!

Victory for Del-gam Uukw
It took almost nine years, but the persistence of Del-gam
Uukw, a hereditary Gitxsan chief, and 34 other Gitxsan
and Wet'suwet'en hereditary chiefs has paid off. In a
unanimous decision, the BC Court of Appeal ruled that
Aboriginal rights in BC exist and were never extinguished
by colonial governments. This ruling overturns the 1991
BC Supreme Court decision from Chief Justice Allan
McEachern, which dismissed most of the GitxsanWet'suwet'en claim.
The court of a p p e a l , though, is split on the issue of what
rights the Gitxsan and Wet'suwet'en maintained—three of
the five justices sided with McEachern, narrowly limiting
the unextinguished rights of the Gitxsan a n d Wet'suwet'en
to traditional uses of their land. (September 1993)
The Gitxsan and Wet'suwet'en appealed the decision to the Supreme Court of Canada. In December 1997, the Supreme Court
upheld that Aboriginal title had never been extinguished,and that
the use of oral histories in determining rights and territorial claims
was valid.

Boycotting Sex
Selection
The Coalition of South Asian
Women's Organizations in V a n couver is calling for a boycott of
four South Asian newspapers, after they refused to remove ads run
by

an

American

doctor,

John

Stevens. Through the newspapers,
Stevens has b e e n marketing sex
selection services at his clinic in
Blaine, Washington. The Coalition
says targeting

the South

Asian

community plays into racist stereotypes. (October 1993)

"The old grey mare just ain't what.she used
to be," sings a group of Raging Grannies.
"She's an activist now." More than 150
women, gathered for a weekend of affirmation of aging in a society that favours youth,
hoot and applaud as four Raging Grannies
ready their vocal chords for another tune.
Besides singing, women also reclaimed
words that can be used to make positive
references to post-menopausal women. By
the end of the weekend, several women
insisted on signing up for the next year's
retreat, even though the organizers swore
this was a one-time event.
(December/January 1994)

More than 400 people gathered outside the Liberal
Party's headquarters in
Toronto on April 22nd to say
"No to Sergio Marchi's head
tax." The demonstration,
organized by the Toronto
Coalition Against Racism,
targeted the Liberal government's new $975 "head tax,"
charged to every aduit immigrant and refugee applying to
b e c o m e a Canadian resident.
As Winnie Ng of the National
Action Committee on the
Status of Women notes, "the
racist a n d sexist nature of
the tax will put women and
children from the South in
the most vulnerable
positions."
(May 1995)

De-Kleining
Alberta
With his radical experiment in reducing the role
of the state, Alberta's
premier Ralph Klein may
be setting a trend for the
governance of Canada.
Making sure cuts are
speedy and deep, a relentless Klein made it hard for
activists to absorb the impact and rally opposition. But
thousands of high school students defied Klein and walked
out of their classes in protest. The premier threatened to
invoke truancy legislation against the parents of the
students, including jail time and $500 fines. (October 1994)

Royal Commission on NRTs:
Less, in 1,200 pages
"Proceed with Care" is the title of the report produced by the Royal Commission
on New Reproductive Technologies. The report was released to the public—or
rather, to a select group of invited mainstream media representatives—on
November 30.

Marching
against
violence
in the
Downtown
Eastside

Feminists who have been involved in the NRT debate for years criticize the
report for, among other things, not adequately addressing the causes of
infertility, not examining NRTs within a broader social context, and not
coming out strongly enough against the commercialization of NRTs.
The Commission's history has not been a smooth one, with repeated TV/AKMING,: textensions, the firing of four commissioners, accusations of financial l ^ J ^ r ^ * ™ ^ " ^ ? /
mismanagement, and a boycott of its "consultations" by the National
On Valentine's Day,
Action Committee on the Status of Women. Clearly, the report canno'
February 14th, more than
be called "Proceeded with Consultation." (February 1994)
150 people gathered at
Carnegie Centre in Vancouver's Downtown
Eastside to commemorate the women who
have been murdered in
the community. They
then walked through the
neighbourhood, stopping
at places where women's bodies have been
found. "Fifty women
have been killed in the
Downtown Eastside in
the last 10 years," says
Vivien Sandy, one of the
march's organizers. "The
majority of those murders
have not been solved.
Most of the women killed
were Native. The police
tick these off as
unimportant."
This is the third year the
march has been held.
(March 1994)
Alice Allin after her croning
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change.
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s March svas successful
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, getting the Quebec
seven of their nine

BCs bubble ^one law
upheld

Women respond to
Vernon murders
Within days after Rajwar Ghakal and eight members of her family were murdered in

ProT±oicz adiviste daimed victory last*
mont*h when rhe EC Supreme Court
upheld rhe province's Access to Abortion Services Act as consrirurionaily valid. The legislation, known
as rhe bubble ^one law, gave
some protection, to women
seeking abortion services and
to service providers by prohibiting anh-choice protesters from infring-

Vernon, BC by her estranged husband, South Asian feminists in Vancouver called
together a coalition to respond to the brutal crime. The Coalition quickly
planned a series of action to counter media accounts that the
murders were "cultural," and challenged mainstream feminists to
speak out against the racist framing of the murders.
The Coalition is demanding a full independent inquiry into the
actions of the Vernon RCMP who were aware Ghakal feared for her
and her family's safety. The Attorney General responded by appointing a
Coroner's inquest into the murders and the stalking and attempted murder
of another Vernon woman, Sharon Velisek. The RCMP is conducting its own
internal inquiry. (May 1996)
The Coroner's inquest concluded in October 1996 andproduced 29 recom-

ing on an ACCZSS 3one around abortion

mendation on improving police procedures, firearms regulations, and government

clinics and abortion service providers' homes
and offices. (November 1996)

policies on spousal abuse. This November, the RCMP released the report on its internal
inquiry written byJosiah Wood, and announced changes in the way it handles cases of
violence against women in relationships.

Child Benefit Bogus,
not Bonus
Anti-poverty activists expressed their skepticism
at the latest proposal for ending child poverty put
forward by Canada's social services ministers. In
mid-January, the ministers met in Toronto to discuss
establishing a national child benefit program. Antipoverty activists say for such a program to make
any real dent in child poverty rates, more than $2
billion would have to be infused into it.
Despite having resolved in 1989 to eliminate child
poverty by the year 2000, Canada has seen the number
of children living in poverty grow steadily. The latest
proposal will likely leave many poor children even
worse off because it will come at the expense of other
critical social programs. (February 1997)

The death of Studio D
Studio D, the only government funded feminist film and video producer/distributor in the world became the latest victim of the federal Liberal government's budget cuts. During its 20 year existence, Studio D
produced or co-produced 120 films. Its films have received more than 75
national and international awards, including a Genie and two Academy
awards.
The closure of Studio D also means the New Initiatives in Film program will be shut down. NIF is a professional development program dedicated to supporting the increased participation of Aboriginal women and
women of colour in Canada's cinema.(April 1996)

' 8YO!

Fighting for fairness

01 WIM*
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"We can't seem to get the government's attention without a writ in our back
pocket," J a n e Gottfriedson of the BC Native Women's Society said at a press conference in explaining why the Society was taking a court action against the

federal

government. T h e writ argues that the equality rights of Aboriginal women are being
violated by provisions in the Indian Act, which deny women living on reserves access
to matrimonial properties upon the breakdown of their marriages.(April

1997)

V

I've got tlw deal for you! Deposit DNA with us,
we'll get you a high interest return and we'll throw in an extra bonus
by helping you get your man!! Waddya say?!

DNA databank a dud
Much to the surprise of the federal government, there is strong feminist opposition to its proposed DNA databank. After succeeding in passing its DNA
warrant legislation, the federal government is now planning to introduce a bill
that would earmark hundreds of millions of dollars to set up a DNA databank.
The databank would store DNA materials of people convicted of violent crimes.
Feminists' main critique of the increased focus on DNA evidence is that
there is no proof that it leads to higher conviction rates or that it deters men from
attacking women. A DNA databank would only truly be effective if violent crimes
were committed by convicted repeat offenders. (July/August 1996)

%u C3n erdse. rtetfrafPiH
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"The Writings on the Wall"— Grafitti at SFU
The Canadian Pension Plan is "under review" or rather under attack by the federal government and the media. Although the CPP already has a $40 billion cushion,
the federal government says it wants to create a huge slush fund that could be invested to cover future pension costs.
While the government has known for many years that there would eventually
be a disproportionate number of seniors to people in the paid labour force, it has
done little to address the real cause of this situation: unemployment. By the way,
Canada spends less on public pensions as a percentage of Gross Domestic Product than many other countries in the world, including the UK, the US, Italy, France
and Germany. (July/August 1996)

KitSlS

Unionizing Starbucks
Workers at nine Starbucks in BC are waging an historic
fight to unionize the multi-national coffeeshop chain. Although it likes to portray itself as a progressive employer,
Starbucks' "partners," as employees are referred to, earn
much less than at comparable firms. A Canadian Starbucks
worker earns $7 an hour to start, while Starbucks CEO
Howard Schultz's annual salary was $493,654 in 1995.(July/
August 1997)
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National Women's March
Against Poverty

The erasure of race

June 15th: Thousands of women worked
their way through the streets of Ottawa between
Le Breton Flats and Parliament Hill chanting such
messages as: "Bullshit, get off it. The enemy is
profit." "Sol-sol-sol... solidarite." And "Hey hey,
ho ho, women's poverty has got to go."
The National Women's March Against Poverty had arrived in the nation's capital, and was
sending a clear message to the federal government and to the right-wing that women are strong,
powerful and united and "...will never be defeated."
Starting from St. John's, Newfoundland and
St. John, New Brunswick in the East and Vancouver and Burns Lake, BC in the West, the
March caravans had made their way through
more than 80 communities across Canada. More
than 50,000 women, children and men came out
to rallies, street actions, performances, educational workshops, tent cities, and more. (July/
August 1996)

A BRUTAL B.C. MURDER SOUNDS
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Trials, tribulations and
Tamoxifen

November 14,1997 marks the day
when 14-year old Reena Virk was severely beaten, brutalized and drowned
in Saanich, BC, just outside Victoria. The
reason behind the murder, according to
newspaper accounts, was that she was
"an overweight teen" who didn'tftt in. The
focus of the public was on violence committed by girls, since most of those involved in the assault and murder of Virk
were young women.
But the question remains: How
could Reena Virk have "fit in?" She was
"brown" and "overweight" in a predominantly white society which values thinness to the point of anorexia. In the public presentation of her murder, Virk suffered yet another erasure. While her picture was plastered on daily papers, no
mention was made, save one, that
Reena Virk died because of racism.
(December/January 1998)

The Canadian Breast
As (hey say in CanCer
) "»e business, N e t w o r k , O

2 S E S consumer
advocacy
organization whose
board members are
all breast cancer
survivors, says it
is being "very
cautious" about drawing conclusions
from a Washington-based study on
the effectiveness of Tamoxifen. The
study concluded that Tomoxifen can
be used to prevent breast cancer
among "high risk" women.
Although the researchers involved
in the study have been quick to raise
women's hopes about having found a
cure for breast cancer, criticism has
been widespread. Chief among the
among the questions is why researchers called off the study two years
early. As well, Tamoxifen is known to
have negative side effects and has
even been linked to uterine cancer.
(May 1988)

Women
Oppose
APEC
Wear a red armband on Nov. 24

"I'll tell you what I want. I want selfactualization as a woman in a societal
modality in which a viable life-style is
divorced from preconceived ideas of sexual
role-conditioning, and I want it now!"

Slam
ofab\

Custody and access
hearings a farce

Pay equity: victory still on hold

After only a few days of hearings in
Ottawa, Toronto and Montreal, it became clear that the voices of right-wing
men hold a lot of sway with many members of the Joint Senate/Commons
Committee on Child Custody and Access. So-called fathers' rights advocates have received much support for
their claim that the Divorce Act is biased
against men, particularly from Liberal
Senator Anne Cools and Liberal MP
Roger Gallaway, the co-chair of the
committee. Meanwhile, individual
women and women's organizations
have been constantly interrogated
about the truth of their stories and
statistics. (May 1998)
The anti-woman bias of the Committee continued to be evident throughout the hearings and in the media. The
Committee is required to release its report by December 11.

July 29 was a day to celebrate for women working in the federal
public service. The Canadian Human Rights Commission Tribunal had
ruled in their favour in a pay equity complaint filed by the Public Service
Alliance of Canada on behalf of more than 190,000 current and former
federal government employees, most of whom are women. For some, the Tribunal's decison could mean
they are owed more than $30,000. Celebrations were short-lived as the federal government made it known
that it would likely appeal the ruling. (September 1998)
The federal government waited until the last moment possible before filing its appeal with the federal court of
Canada. The appeal has yet to te heard. December will mark the stan of the 15th year of PSAC's pay equity dispute.

Women take o n A P E C
The National Womens Day of Protest Against A P E C (the AsiaPacific Economic Cooperation) was an incredible show of strength and
creativity of the women's movement. Every Thursday for almost two
months before the A P E C Summit, the Lower Mainland Feminist Networking Group met to strategize and organize for the big day.
One of the biggest ideas coming out of the F N G was the production of
stickers that read: "W)men Oppose A P E C , wear a red armband on Nov
24."

Over a three week period, 15,000 of them were distributed around

\4ncouver. In fact, the stickers are so wildly popular that a third run (of
5,000) had to be ordered just a day after the second run had come back
from the printers. (November 1997)
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CONCERNING GLOBAL PATRIARCHY TODAY
AN INTERNATIONAL NIGHTMARE

WHO REALLY LOVES THE FAMILY?

We believe patriarchy is contrary to the well-being of women and children and
has therefore brought disgrace to Vancouver and the rest of the planet. "I am a
feminist because I feel endangered, psychically and physically, by this society and
because I believe that the women's movement is saying that we have come to an
edge in history when men—insofar as they are the embodiment of the patriarchal
idea—have become dangerous to children and other living things, themselves included." - Adrienne Rich (1979)

"Being a mother is a noble status, right? Right. So why does it change when
you put "unwed" or "welfare" in front of it?" - Flo Kennedy (1973). We believe
patriarchal societies are, by their very nature, incapable of loving, teaching and
caring—the real role of a family. In fact, the patriarchal family is a danger zone:
"Many women and girls directly experience female sexual slavery without going
out of their homes. For them, home replaces brothel: they are wives or daughters
who are the victims of husbands and fathers instead of pimps." - Kathleen Barry

FEMINIST VALUES

ALL WORK AND NO PAY

"Feminism is the political theory and practice to free all women: women of colour,
working-class women, physically challenged women, lesbians, old women, as weli
as white economically privileged heterosexual women. Anything less than this is
not feminism, but merely female self-aggrandizement." - Barbara Smith (1979)

"A woman's two cents worth is worth two cents in the music business." - Loretta
Lyn (1930). We believe patriarchal values are inextricably linked to female poverty:
"The sexual division of labour and society remains intact even with women in the
paid economy. Ideology adjusts to this by defining women as working mothers.
And the two jobs get done for less than the price of one." - Zillah Eisentstein
(1979). We are tired of working too much for too little, just because we are
women: "Very few jobs actually require a penis or a vagina. All other jobs should
be open to everyone." - Flo Kennedy (1974)

THE BIBLICAL FOUNDATION OF PATRIARCHY
"According to the book of Genesis, God first created man. Women was not only
an afterthought, but an amenity. For close to 2,000 years, this holy scripture was
believed to justify her subordination and explain her inferiority; for even as a copy,
she was not a very good copy. She was not one of His best efforts." - Elaine Morgan (1972) We will make no effort whatsoever to refute biblical or any other explanations of male primacy, except to observe: "No one is more arrogant towards
women, more anxious or scornful, than the man who is anxious about his virility."
- Simone de Beauvoir (1948)

THE PATRIARCHAL FRONT CALLED MARRIAGE
"Marriage laws, the police, armies and navies are the mark of human incompetence." - Dora Russell (1927). We believe that marriage in patriarchal societies
is little more than a relationship in which women give and men get. "Marriage
is primarily an economic arrangement, an insurance pact [whose] returns are insignificantly small...a woman's premium is her husband [and] she pays for it with
her name, her privacy, her self-respect, her very life." - Emma Goldman (1911).
The accumulated losses women have suffered in marriage have not gone unnoticed: "Women and elephants never forget." - Dorothy Parker (1931)

SEX UNDER PATRIARCHY
"I'm sure it's no coincidence that so many people have bad sex. It goes along
with general disregard for human pleasures in favour of the logic of making profits." - Nancy Mann. We believe that lust is good and need not be associated with
shame, coercion, deceit and fear—the qualities which most distinguish it under
patriarchy. "I have an inalienable constitutional and natural right to love whom I
may, to love as long or as short a period as I can, to change that love every day
if I please." - Victoria Woodhull (1871). We will no longer tolerate myths about
female sexuality: "I used to be Snow White but I drifted." - Mae West (1967)

THE POWER OF ORGANIZING
We believe that earnest feminist organizing is our most powerful tool against patriarchy. Our many sisters before and around us have taught us the ways: "Feminism is a many-headed monster which cannot be destroyed by a single decapitation. We spread and grow in ways that are incomprehensible to a hierarchical
mentality." - Peggy Kornegger (1979). "A conservative estimate would be that
90 percent of politicians patronize public women. Imagine the wealth of information available for bringing "undercover" pressure to bear regarding passage of certain legislation concerning...politicalfreedoms." - Margo St. James (1972). Well,
that's one idea.

A PUBLIC STATEMENT
WE THEREFORE WITH ALL IRREVERENCE AND SERIOUS INTENTION,
IN OUR OWN NAMES, MAKE A PUBLIC STATEMENT: THAT BECAUSE
GLOBAL PATRIARCHY BRINGS DESTRUCTION AND MISERY TO ALL IN
THIS CITY AND THIS PLANET—ESPECIALLY WOMEN AND CHILDREN—
WE THEREFORE FORBID IT TO CONTINUE. SO CUT IT OUT, RIGHT NOW.

FEMINIST INSURRECTION
We believe these times give a clear signal for women to shed any inhibitions and
tell the truth of our lives. We therefore urge all feminists to observe every Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday as days of unrest and agitation: "There are two ways of spreading light: to be the candle or
the mirror that receives it." - Edith Wharton. Women: be your own candle and
each other's mirror. "Progress affects few. Only revolution can affect many." Alice Walker (1979).

A Girl Whose Spirits Have Not Been Dampened By Inactivity, Or
Innocence Tainted By False Shame, Will Always Be A Romp

Mary Wollstonecraft
(1792)

The above declaration was initialed by feminists in response to the homophobic claptrap published in Vancouver's dailies on November 4,1989. It didn't cost u<
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Sexist images in advertising:

Beyond vicious
by Laura Quilici
Vicious Cycle laundromat/cafe is the
latest Vancouver business that uses degrading images of women in their advertisements. And Terminal City is the latest local
newspaper to publish these images. The
story is so cliche, it's practically boring.
What I find galling, though, is how both
Vicious Cycle and Terminal City represent
that hip, funky, alternative world which, in
the final analysis, is often just more of the
same ol' sexist nonsense. I find it irksome
that using women's bodies to sell products
and services is as prevalent today as it was,
say 25 years ago.
In its October 30-November 5 issue,
Terminal City published an ad for Vicious
Cycle Laundro and Leisurama (located at
2062 Commercial Drive). The ad depicts a
young woman, squatting in front of a dryer.
One of her breasts is exposed. Her skirt is
hiked up to her waist; she isn't wearing
underwear and she is masturbating (or
rather, she is doing what guys think women
do when we masturbate). The text reads,
"drop off service: in and out inna' snatch."
"Snatch," is a derogatory word to describe
a vagina. It's most often used in male created pornography and, while it is being
used more and more by women in an effort to reappropriate it, the word in this
context really reinforces the misogyny of
the image.
There is a lot that is problematic here.
What I'm most concerned about, though,
is that there are still advertisers who think
it's okay to use sexualized images of
women to sell their products or services.
What does a woman playing with herself

The whole ishave to do with laundry? What happens
when a child picks up a copy of Terminal sue of shock advertising
is interCity—which is free and can be found all
over Vancouver—and happens upon this esting. According
ad? What does the image say about how to Corin Browne,
women's bodies are used to buttress the a Kinesis voluntwin pillars of capitalism and consumption teer and a Communications stuin this society?
A lot of women I know were incensed dent at Simon
by the ad. A few of us phoned Terminal City Fraser University
individually to ask why they accepted and the Vicious Cycle
printed the ad. We each got similar re- ad fails even if we
sponses, namely that the paper saw noth- judge it according
ing inherently degrading or misogynist to shock advertisabout the ad. As far as the advertising peo- ing standards.
0
ple at the paper were concerened, they were "What consumers
just printing what was sent to them. Ap- have been able to
parently, Terminal City does not have a stomach about
shock advertising
policy on what ads they will run.
I also decided to phone Vicious Cycle are ads that seek
to ask the folks there what possessed them to raise awareness
to use this particular image to attract cus- or challenge pretomers. I spoke to Rebecca Freeland vailing ideas about something. What is
("That's Freeland, as in free land," she em- challenging about this ad?" In fact, nothphasized to me), who, along with Eileen (no ing is challenging about it at all. And, in
last name given), own and run Vicious Cy- fact, sexist images are nothing new—they
cle. Why did they use this image in the ad? have been used for years because, appar"Because we found it funny," Freeland told ently, sex sells products.
me. "Funny?" I queried. "What did you
Kinesis readers have spoken out against
find funny about it?" She said they found sexist advertising for a long time. In 1974,
it hilarious because, "it's an ad for a a group called the Media Action Group was
laundromat. It's tongue in cheek. Because formed by "members of Vancouver Status
the ad is so serious and a laundromat is so of Women who wanted to do something
not serious. We knew people wouldn't find about sexist advertising." The group foit appropriate." "Ah," I pressed her, "so cused attention on one ad in each issue of
the ad is really about shocking people and Kinesis. Sample letters to the advertisers
you chose to use a degrading image of a
woman to do that."

demeaning to women,
Vancouver, B<-

d in the October 30I find your ad pnnte
d e m eaning
November 5 issue of T e r « o u s e s c x u a l i z e d
te women. It is so ° « « "
t h a t degrades
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If you find this ad

Dear Ms. Freeland,

k mm

make your
opinions known.
Write Today!
Here are some
sample letters

were included so readers could make their
opposition known.
We hope to bring the spirit of the Media Action Group back toKinesis in our new
section, called "Bad Ads." From time to
time, we will highlight a particularly offensive ad, publish it, and attach a sample letter so that, as readers, we can act on our
convictions. So, if you come across an example of advertising offensive to women,
please send it to us here at Kinesis.
Laura Quilici is one of those women who admittedly uses the word "snatch" in an effort to
reappropriate it. She washes her clothes by

Mr. Byron Moore
Associate Publisher
Terminal City
The Medical Arts Building
Second Floor, 825 Granville St.
Vancouver, B.C. V6Z 1K9
Dear Mr. Moore,
I find the ad you ran for Vicious Cycle in the
October 30-November 5 issue of Terminal City
demeaning to women. It is so offensive to use
sexualized images of women and language that
degrades our body parts to "shock" people into
buying products and services. As a free local
newspaper, you have an obligation to select
advertisements that do not portray women in
an offensive manner. Women have been
subjected to this type of sexist advertising for
years now and it just doesn't get any easier to
tolerate.

you can use.
Sincerely,

Sincerely,

You are also encouraged to write to:
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Attorney General of British Columbia
R 0. Box 9044 Station,
Provincial Government,
Canadian Advertisng
Victoria, B.C. V8W 9E2
Foundation Standard Division
350 Bioor ST. East
Suite 402
Toronto, Ont. M4W 1H5
* cite a violation of Section 15: Taste,
Public Decency, and enclose a copy of the ad.
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Four hundred years of women artists:

Each deserves a book of
her own

ft takes a little analysis to see the
patterns ofneglect, exclusion,

lam in the world to

condescension and exploitation in the
treatment of women artists of colour

change the world.

in this country The double bind of

Kathe Kollwitz (1867-1945)

racism and sexism cramps creativity.
Lois Mailou Jones (1905-1998)

Kay Sage, / SawThree Cities -1944

I've found that working with dedication
towards an end that you believe in is
abundant life, happiness enough for anyone. My
talent or lack of it is not my responsibility
What is my responsibility is
to use what I have to the full.
Doris McCarthy (1910-)
Alice Neel, Margaret Evans

Elizabeth Catlett,

Pregnant-1978

by Kelly Haydon
FEMALE GAZES: Seventy-five Women
Artists
by Elizabeth Martin and Vivian Meyer
Second Story Press, Toronto, Ontario,
1998
A few years ago, I went to the main
branch of the Vancouver Public Library in
search of books about women artists—and
not just Emily Carr (I had read lots on her).
I bypassed the line-up at the computer terminals and plunged into the stacks. My
next hour was spent on my quest.
After going through some 800 books, I
was dismayed to have found only eight on
women artists—four of which were anthologies. When I got home, I was further
dismayed to realize two of them were about
a male artist whose first name is usually
that of a woman's. Perusing through bookstores—including those specializing in
art—it would seem there have only ever

been three female artists: Emily Carr; Frida
Kahlo and Georgia O'Keeffe. Harumph!
Needless to say, I was ecstatic when I
found Female Gazes: Seventy-Five Women
Artists. This incredible book exceeded my
expectations and calmed the trepidations I
have when it comes to books on women
produced in a patriarchal society.
Where to begin?!
Elizabeth Martin and Vivian Meyer are
high school art teachers in Ontario. The
book was born out of their students' curiosity about the role women artists have
played over the years. In the introduction
to Female Gazes, the a u t h o r s say they
wanted to "draw out for our students and
others beyond the art community examples
of the powerful art women have created,
whatever the obstacles, throughout western art history as well as in our own time.
Female Gazes explores the lives and works
of women artists from many walks of life
and from diverse backgrounds. It celebrates
the wide range of contributions women art-

ists have made to illuminate the complexities of the world."
As for layout, this book is gorgeous.
Two full pages (9-1 /2" x 10-1 / 2 ") are dedicated to each artist, with a large single high
quality colour reproduction on one of the
pages and information about the artist on
the other. What I particularly like about the
layout is its beautiful simplicity One large
well-reproduced image of art seems easier
to absorb than pages cluttered with various art images.
After spending days drooling over the
art, I began to read. I was delighted with
the text. For each artist, details about their
lives are given, as well as information on
their artmaking methods and processes. We
learn about the whole of these women's
lives as it pertains to their art. We are told
such things as where they grew up; where
they studied, if they did; how they supported themselves; their thoughts on art
and women, et cetera.

Sharecropper-1970

The breadth of these women's lives becomes apparent, contradicting the silly
myths we are told about w o m e n artists.
Although some of these artists were born
into money, many were not. As well, many
were self taught and went on to become famous artists able to support themselves on
their work. Others supported themselves
as artists' models. Many remained single;
others had female companions; and some
were married with children. Of the latter
group, many started their art careers after
their children had left home, dispelling the
myth that an artist must start young. What
emerges from the profiles in Female Gazes
is a picture of women artists which is wildly
diverse.
The book covers a range of western—
European, Canadian and American—artists (half of w h o m are Canadian). It begins
with Sofonisba Anguissola, born in 1532,
and ends with Midi Onodera, born in 1961.
Four hundred years of glorious female art!
The majority of the art accompanying
the artists' bios are paintings and sculp-

75 WOMEN ARTISTS: Sofonisba Anguissola* Artemisia Gentileschi* Judith Leyster*Rachel Ruysch*Francoise Duparc*Angelica Kauffmann*Elizabeth Vigee-Lebrun*Susanna Moodie*AnneWhitney*Rosa
Bonheur*HannahMaynard*Emily Mary Osborn*BertheMorisot*MaryCassaft*EdmoniaLewis*Frances& Margaret MacDonald*SuzanneValadon*KdtheKollwitz*EmilyCarr*GwenJohn*Meta Warrick
Fuller*Vanessa Bell*Helen McNicoll*Natalia Goncharova*Frances Loring*Florence Wyle*Georgia O'Keeffe*Dorothea Lange*Kay Sage*Paraskeva Clark*Louise Nevelson*Alice Neel*Alexandra
Luke*lsabel Bishop*Barbara Hepworth*Pitseolak*Lois Mailou Jones*Lee Krasner*Frida Kahlo*Doris McCarthy*Agnes Martin*Elizabeth Catlett*Daphne Odjig*Gathie Falk*Helen Frankenthaler* Bessie
L_
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ARTS
Trees is soulpeople to

Art for me now

me, maybe not to other

must develop

people, but 1 have

from a necessity

watched the trees

within mypeople.

when they pray, and

It must answer a

I've watched them
Question, or wake

shout and sometimes

somebody up, or

they give thanks slowly

give a shove in

and quietly

the right direction

Bessie Harvey (1928 -1995)

Lois Mailou Jones, Les Fetiches-1937

Daphne Odjig, Beauty in Transition -1990

• our liberation.
Elizabeth Catlett (1919- )

I am going to keep

After I decided to be an artist,

on doing

the first thing that I had to

drawings until

believe was that I, a Black

they tell me to

woman, couldpenetrate the art

stop. If no one
scene and that I could do so

tells me to stop,

without sacrificing one iota of

I shall make

my Blackness, or my

them even after I

femaleness, or my humanity

am dead.

Faith Ringgoid (1930- )

Dorothea Lange, Migrant Mother, Nimpomo,
California -1936
tures, but as we move to more contemporary artists, we see a wider variety of media, such as photographic, film, mixed-media and stills from performance work. The
artists are revealed to us in the context of
the times in which they were living, and
Martin and Meyer detail the contribution
each artist made to women.
For example, Artemisia Gentileschi
(born in 1593), w h o w a s so successful that
she had her own studio and a staff of artists, was the first to paint women as heroes
a n d agents of their o w n d e e d s . Their
strength emanates right off the canvas. In a
self portrait, Gentileschi's woman artist represents herself, not as gentlewoman or
muse, but as the act of painting itself.
Initially, when I perused the book, I
feared I would find the single "token Black
artist." I was pleasantly surprised. There are
profiles of a number of women of colour
and indigenous artists working in various
media, from the paintings of Lois Mailou
Jones, to the printmaking of her student

Elizabeth Catlett, to the performance work
of Anishinabe artist Rebecca Belmore.
In most of the works anthologized in Female Gazes, especially those created this century, the artists deal with issues arising from
their lives and the society they live in. Kathe
Kollwitz's images of poverty in Germany in
the 1930's are unforgettable. The paintings
of Black lesbian artist Grace Charmer often
reflects her "passionate belief in the creative
potential of women and of Black women in
particular." Midi Onodera, a lesbian, deals
with issues surrounding sexuality.
The other thing I love about this book
is what it doesn't do. I was ecstatic to notice
the lack of male referrants—you know, we
can't possibly talk about a woman without
mentioning all the men in her life. I recently
read a large tome on Frida Kahlo which had
more about her spouse Diego Rivera (also
an artist) than on Kahlo herself. I have a
Georgia O'Keeffe book that dedicates an entire chapter to her partner Alfred Stieglitz,
and the rest of the book is overpopulated
with references to him and lots of other male

Pitseolak (1904-1983)

*

artists. No thank you, please: "A woman
without a man is like a fish without a bicycle."
Not only does this book discuss these
women in their own creative right, but it
also includes the artists' female colleagues,
which is an aspect traditionally overlooked. One is left with a wondrous sense
of women artists' communities and that
not all of our artistic fore-sisters worked
in isolation. When the men in each women's lives are mentioned in Female Gazes,
it is to show the supportive or collegial role
they played, not as a seal of societal approval. The women's lives are described
realistically and wholly.
I was also delighted to find many artists I did not know. Too often, the same
ones get paraded out over and over again.
The only criticism of the book I have
is one inherent to anthologies. How do you
pick w h o / w h a t gets included? (I, myself,
had enough difficulty deciding who to
mention, what to show in this review.)

Pitseolak, Woman Hiding from Spirit-1968
That said, I think the authors did an amazing job presenting a wide spectrum of
women artists.
Then, there is the problem of only seeing one piece of work. For example, we are
p r e s e n t e d w i t h an i m a g e of F a i t h
Ringgold's quilt work, but we are deprived
of her soft sculpture figures and her performance work.
Although anthologies are great and
this one is my favorite, I wish for a book on
each of these artists so we can see the full
range of their work and not be forever faced
with tiny glimpses. Every one of these
women is incredibly talented and, at the
very least, deserves a book of her own.
Kelly Haydon (1962- ) is a painter living in
Vancouver. Nature and women inspire her;
noisy car washes cramp her creativity. She applauds Second Story Press for producing such
a beautiful book that is reasonably priced ($34)
and that she will treasure forever.

Harvey*Marisol*Faith Ringgold*Audrey Flack*JoyceWieland*Maryon Kantaroff*Mary Praft*Eva Hesse*Christiane Pflug*Aganetha Dyck*Evelyn Roth*AikoSuzuki*Vera Frenkel*Judy Chicago*June
Clark*Yolanda M. Lopez*Milly Ristvedt*Helen Hardin*Colette Whiten*Nicole Jolicoeur*Jana Sterbak*Jamelie HassanHiz Magor*Janice Gurney*Shirley Wiitasalo*Barbara Klunder*Grace
Channer*Rebecca Belmore*Midi Onodera
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What is absurd, the work or the world I point to?

AaanethaDyck(1937..,
31
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A film on the life and work of archeologist Marija Gimbutus:

Honouring women
alternatives to hierarchical structures; she
provides a model of egalitarian society.
"In Old Europe the world of myth was
not polarized into female and male... Both
principles were manifest side-by-side. The
male divinity... appears to affirm and
strengthen the forces of the creative and
active female. Neither is subordinate to the
other; by complementing one another, their
by Tanis Phillips
power is doubled," wrote Gimbutas.
Author, peace activist and ecofeminist can develop. Starhawk talked about the
Joseph Campbell, in the introduction
to Gimbutas' book The Language of The God- Starhawk recently gave a public talk in Van- example of the connection between the
dess, describes her work as a message "of
couver entitled, "Sacred Roots and Sacred Latino community and the pagan commuan actual age of harmony and peace in acValuei." With gentle humour and quiet as- nity in San francisco in developing new
cord with creative energies of nature which
surance, she outlined for the audience ot creative expression in the rituals of their
for a spell of some four thousand prehisMarija Gimbutas
200 an effective strategy to counter the shared celebrations of Samhain and the Day
toric years anteceded the five thousand of
current environmental crisis. Starhawk be- of the Dead.
what James Joyce has termed the "nightby Tanis Phillips
She urged the audience to create comlieves we can become protectors and healmare" (of contending tribal and national
Marija, a film on the life story of ex- interest) from which it is now certainly time ers ot the forth through the observation munity-based rituals and celebrations—to
ot nature and through community-based ac- let ritual and celebration rise out of where
traordinary archaeologist Dr. Marija for this planet to wake."
we live and to make meaningful connecFrom the precedence established by
Gimbutas, is in progress. Created by Belili
tion.
Productions, a collaboration between au- Gimbutas, we can no longer excuse war
Observation is a key concept of tions in our lives through ritual by bringthor Starhawk and director Donna Read, and destruction as inherent aspects of hupermaculture, a system of ecological de- ing real things to it, such as the garden's
Marija will weave together interviews, ar- man progress. If we have lived in peace
sign based on the functional patterns found harvest of flowers. Ritual can be used to
chival footage, photographs, narration and before, then we can live peaceably again.
in nature. Researchers in permaculture are mark stages of growth and loss, honour
reenactments of key moments in Gimbutas' Her message brings new hope and new
developing earth-friendly systems for waste death and the spiral of rebirth, and to
remarkable life. [Read is best known as thefaith in our human capacity to live in harmanagement and the creation of sustain- struggle against oppressive social and ecodirector of the award-winning Women andmony with nature.
Despite her credibility and the proable communities, Starhawk says. In this nomic structures, and conditions that want
Spirituality Trilogy: Goddess Remembered,
found beauty and hope in her vision,
The Burning Times, and Full Circle. 7
approach, nature is the teacher and learn- to limit life.
Gimbutas is one of the most extraordi- Gimbutas' theories are controversial and
The tarth is sacred, and that must be
ing begins with long, protracted observanary women of our times, having devel- often disregarded by others in her field.
taken seriously. Starhawk challenged the
tion of nature, being in nature.
This
rejection
is
mirrored
in
the
difficulties
oped profoundly influential theories on the
Observation does not require a special audience to look at the economic and poorigin of western civilization. From her ex- the producers are experiencing in getting
setting—we need only to look within our litical powers and to do the work necescavations of neolithic European settle- funding for the film. Donna Read says that
own communities: at gardens, trees, the sary to peacefully change them. People
ments, Gimbutas found evidence of a mainstream media are not interested in
weeds in empty lots. Starhawk says that need to get involved in their communities
peaceable, woman-honouring culture with funding a film project "directed by an old
gender equality, no slaves and few class woman about a deceased old woman."
nature offers the needed answers for de- to protect and heal the forth in any way
distinctions. Essentially, Gimbutas is re- [Gimbutas died in 1994. At the time of herveloping scientific technology to solve en- possible. People can use their individual
garded as having laid the groundwork for death, she was professor emeritus of European
vironmental problems and improved socio- connections and methods of expression to
all others exploring the goddess traditions Archeology at UCLA. She had written morelogical structures.
develop solutions—question, speak out,
than 20 books including The Civilization of
in the European regions.
In her talk, Starhawk detailed four write, paint, dance, recycle, garden, el ceJoan Marler's book, From the Realm of the Goddess J
things she has learned from observing tera. There are as many solutions as there
Dedicated to the importance of this
the Ancestors: Essays in Honor of Marija
are people.
coastal forests:
Gimbutas, is testimony to Gimbutas' wide film, Read and Starhawk have been workBefore closing the evening with an
INTERCONNECTION: microscopic
range of influence. The collection of essays ing on Marija at their own expense. Some
by major scholars in numerous fields monies for the film are coming from prifungi create an interconnecting network in empowering spiral dance, Starhawk gave
presents a broad sampling of essential ideas vate donations and community
the forest floor. Trees nurture their young the audience one plan of action that eveinspired by the work of Gimbutas. fundraising. Cinematography is expected
through this system and take nutrients from ryone can participate in: starting NovemGimbutas is also extensively cited in Riane to be completed next year and the film's
trees in the sun to those in the shade, even ber 26, (coinciding with Buy Nothing Day!)
release is scheduled for the year 2000.
Eisler's The Chalice and the Blade.
there is a weeklong campaign to boycott
The film is imperative not only to hon- between different species. Humans are also
Born in 1921 in Lithuania, Gimbutas
part of the whole and can create systems the clothing store, The Gap. The fisher famwas influenced by the myths and symbols our Marija Gimbutas, but also to continue
ily, which owns The Gap, recently bought
for nurturing and support.
in the rich culture of her country. Being at the positive influence of her life's work.
DECAY IS EOOD: the forest feeds on 200,000 acres in northern California and
the far reaches of the spread of Christian- Read believes that Gimbutas' work is a gift
ity—officially introduced in 1387, but not to humanity—herrenderingof Old Europe
the nutrients of decomposing matter. Hu- is proceeding to use unethical logging pracbecoming entrenched until the end of the offering a glimpse of Homer's Golden Age
mans can "recycle" their mistakes, grow- tices, including cutting old-growth forest
16th Century—helped Lithuania maintain and a vision for the future.
and herbicides. Communities can effect
ing and learning from them.
Support in theform of ideas, suggestions,
its pagan roots.
DIVERSITY DEVELOPS RESILIENCE: change by joining the boycott and spreadGimbutas collected many of the songs, energy andfinancial contributions is welcome.
ing the word.
stories and customs contemporary pagans Donations should be made payable to RE-diversity of tree and plant life creates reStarhawk is the author of The Spiral
in Lithuania continue to draw on. Her com- CLAIMING (the funding agent for the film) silience to disease and supplies diverse nutrients to the soil. Cacti person brings some- Dance: A Rebirth of The Ancient Religion
mitment to preserving Lithuania's heritage and sent to Belili Productions, PO Box 410187,
of The Great Goddess and Dreaming The
gave her countrypeople material that sus- San Francisco, CA, 94141-0187, USA. Forthing to the whole.
tained them during the years of Soviet oc- more information contact the producers by THE EDGE IS A CREATIVE PLACE: Dark: fncounters With Power, Authority and
cupation and helped spawn the resistance email Gimbutas@webcom.com, or visit their
Mystery.
She hat also written two novels.
deer live at the edge of the forest, using
movement that eventually overthrew So- website at http://www.webcom.com/gimbutas.
it for cover and finding food in the The Fifth Sacred Thing one/Walking to Merviet rule. She is revered as an important
cury. Her forthcoming book is Circle Round:
cultural "hera" in Lithuania.
Tanis Phillips is a mother of two sons and ismeadow. When the "edges" of differing
Raising Children in the Goddess Tradition,
Gimbutas' work provides material that currently a student at the University of Brit-personal and cultural identities (individuals and communities) interface with one which she is writing with Anne Hill and
can be used to counter oppressive struc- ish Columbia in Women's Studies and Studio
another, new connections and knowledge Diane Baker.
tures globally. Her findings reveal viable Art.

Starhawk

on:

Sacred roots and sacred values
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Bulletin Board listings have a
maximum of 50 words. Groups,
organizations and individuals eligible
for free space in the Bulletin Board
must be, or have, non-profit
objectives.
Other free notices will be items of
general public interest and will
appear at the discretion of Kinesis.
Classifieds are $8 (+$0.56 GST) for
the first 50 words or portion thereof,
$4 (+$0.28 GST) for each additional
25 words or portion thereof and must
be prepaid.
Deadline for all submissions is
the 18th of the month preceding
publication.
Note: Kinesis
is
published ten times a year. Jul/Aug
and Dec/Jan are double issues.
All submissions should include a
contact name and telephone number
for any clarification that may be
required.
Listings will not be accepted over the
telephone.
Kinesis encourages readers to
research the goods and services
advertised in Bulletin Board. Kinesis
cannot guarantee the accuracy of the
information provided or the safety
and effectiveness of the services and
products listed.
Send submissions to Bulletin Board,
Kinesis, #309-877 E. Hastings Street,
Vancouver, BC, V6A 3Y1, or fax: (604)
255-5511. For more information call
(604) 255-5499.

INVOLVEMENT

VOLUNTEER NEWSLETTER
Are you a volunteer at VSW or Kinesis? If
yes, please feel free to make contributions
to our new monthly "Volunteer Newsletter."
The newsletter is for us—for all VSW/
Kinesis volunteers—and will be a place for
updates on committee work, gossip,
recipes, things for sale/barter, a calendar of
events, and whatever else volunteers want
to put in. There's a box at 309-877 E.
Hastings St just waiting for your submissions. If you want more info call Amal Rana
(Kinesis production coordinator) at 2555499 or Rita Dhamoon of the VSW Volunteer Development Committee at 255-6554.
RECOMMENDING WOMEN
1999 will mark the 10th anniversary of the
Vancouver Status of Women's premier
fundraising gala, Recommending Women.
VSW is inviting women in the community to
join the organizing committee for this very
exciting event. If you have event organizing
skills, enthusiasm, or just want to have
some fun, call Audrey at 255-6554 to find
out how you can get involved. VSW
welcomes your ideas on how to make the
10th annual Recommending Women the
biggest and best VSW party ever.
KINESIS MARKETING GANG

INVOLVEMENT
WANNA GET INVOLVED?
With Kinesis? We want to get involved with
you too. Help plan our next issue. All
women interested in what goes into
Kinesis—whether it's news, features or
arts—are invited to our Story Meetings
held on the first Tuesday of every month at
7pm at our office, 309-877 E. Hastings St.
The next meetings are on Jan 5 and Feb 2.
For more information or if you can't make
the meeting, but still want to find out how to
contribute to the content of Kinesis, give
Agnes a call at (604) 255-5499. New and
experienced writers welcome. Childcare
and travel subsidies available.
INQUIRING MINDS WANTTO KNOW!
Do you ever wonder how the pages of text
in the newspaper you're holding get lined
up so neatly? Want to know the fastest way
to get wax off your hands? How about all
the cool things you can do with a scanner?
Does thinking about the right dot pattern
keep you up at night? Or do visions of
rubylith enter into your dreams? If so, then
you definitely need to come down and help
put Kinesis together. Just drop by during
our next production dates and help us
design and lay out Canada's national
feminist newspaper, and all your questions
will be answered. After a month off, we'll be
back in production for our February 1999
issue from Jan 19-26. Come and join us.
No experience is necessary. Training and
support will be provided. If this notice
intrigues you, call us at (604) 255-5499.
Childcare and travel subsidies available.
FEMINIST FUNDRAISERS WANTED
VSW is seeking enthusiastic, energetic and
creative women to join the Finance and
Fundraising Committee. If you enjoy raising
money for a great cause, organizing
events, or just want to have fun, call Audrey
at 255-6554 today!
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EVENTS

EVENTS

VSW IS LOOKING FOR YOU
If you are interested in learning to do
referral and peer counselling work, at the
Vancouver Status of Women we are
offering a great opportunity to women who
are interested in volunteer work during the
day. Come answer the phone lines, talk to
women who drop in, and help connect
them with the community resources they
need. For more info call Shana at 2556554. Childcare and travel subsidies
available.

Interested in being on the hottest new
committee at VSW? Then check out the
Kinesis Marketing Gang. We're looking for
women who have experience or are
interested in advertising and marketing.
The Marketing Gang works as a collective
to strategize on innovative ways to promote
and raise the profile of Kinesis. The gang
meets monthly. Training and support will be
provided by Kinesis marketing coordinator
Jenn Lo. Call her at 255-5499.

EVENTS

POP ED ON GLOBALIZATION
The Vancouver Status of Women, in
coalition with five other community organizations, presents Take Back the World:
Women Taking on Globalization", a popular
education forum, Fri Jan 22, 9:30am-4pm
at the Roundhouse Community Centre,
181 Roundhouse Mews. The forum will
include popular theatre, an anti-corporate
globalization carnival, and insightful
workshops. The forum is for women who
want to explore the concrete impacts of
economic globalization on our daily lives.
Childcare on-site. Transportation subsidies
for women living outside the lower mainland might be available. To register or for
more info contact Ema at tel: (604) 2556554; fax 255-7508, or e-mail:
vsw@web.net.
DON'T KISS ME
Presentation House Gallery in North
Vancouver has organized the first Canadian solo exhibition of self-portrait photographs by French artist Claude Cahun
(1894-1954). Born Lucy Schwob and later
taking an ambiguously-gendered name,
Cahun was a poet, actress, sculptor and
photomonteur. Don't Kiss Me: Disruptions
of the self in the work of Claude Cahun
runs until Dec 20 at the Presentation
House Gallery, 333 Chesterfield Ave, North
Vancouver. For gallery hours call (604)
986-1351.
POPULARTHEATRE PROJECT
Transforming Dangerous Spaces is a
popular theatre project in Vancouver
created for women to explore issues of
coalition building, working across difference, and alternative ways of community
interaction. Create images, work with music
and storytelling, voice your issues and
ideas through this dynamic forum. No
experience necessary. Women are invited
to free introductory workshops on Mon
Dec 7 and Sat Jan 9. For more info,
location and registration call Sheila or
Caroline at (604) 822-6393.

Gina Raynard will discuss women's health
issues and rolfing Sat Dec 5, 11am-1pm at
the Vancouver Women's Health Infocentre,
219-1675 West 8th Ave. Rolfing structural
integration is a 10-part series, hands-on
holistic approach to wellness. Admission is
free. For more info call (604) 736-4234.
THE WORK OF LEAF
On Tues Jan 26, the WomenSpeak
Institute at Douglas College will host a talk
on the work of the Women's Legal Education and Action Fund (LEAF). LEAF uses
the Charter of Rights and Freedoms to
argue legal cases, and to intervene in
cases that affect the lives of women and
girls in Canada. Come hear about LEAF'S
herstory and some of its many cases—
from custody and access, to sexual
harassment, to rights of deaf persons to
have interpreters at doctors' appointments,
to access to abortion services, and access
to medical records. The talk will take place
from 7-9pm in the Boardroom, Douglas
College, 700 Royal Ave, New Westminster,
BC. Admission is free. Seating is limited so
reserve a spot by calling (604) 527-5440.

ONCE WERE WARRIORS

NATIONAL FORUM
"Towards Filipino Women's Equality" is the
theme of the first Filipino-Canadian
Women's National Consultative Forum to
be held in Vancouver Mar 11-14,1999.
Organized by the Philippine Women Centre
of BC, this forum will be an opportunity to
gather on a national level to address a
broad range of issues from the perspective
of grassroots Filipino women. The forum
will discuss five major themes: labour and
migration; human rights, systemic racism
and immigration; violence against women;
young women and their issues; and
challenges for women migrant workers. For
more info contact Luningning AlcuitasImperial or Jane Ordinario at (604) 2151103 or pwc@netcom.ca.

A performance of monologues from Two
Plays About Residential School will take
place Thurs Dec 10, 7:30-9pm at the
Vancouver Public Library, 350 W. Georgia
St. Secwepemc and Ktunaxa writer Vera
Manuel will read from her play "Strength of
an Indian Woman." She will be joined by
Cree writer Oshiniko Larry Loyle reading
from his "Ora Pro Nobis" (Pray for Us). Free
admission. For more info call 876-0880.

NEWYEAR'S EVE INTOFINO

WONG & KOBAYASHI

The WindRider Retreat for Women in Tofino
on Vancouver Island invites women to
celebrate sober this New Year's Eve in a
drug and alcohol free women's space. For
party details and other info call (250) 7253240 or email: whole@island.net.

Rita Wong and Tamai Kobayashi will read
from their just released new works Sat Dec
5, 7pm at Moonbeams Cafe, 1262 Davie
St, Vancouver. Wong, the 1997 winner of
the Asian Canadian Writers' Workshop
"Emerging Writer Award" will read from her
first collection of poetry, Monkey Puzzle,
published by Press Gang Publishers.
Kobayashi will be reading from her new
collection of short stories, exile and the
heart, published by Women's Press.
Refreshments, book signings, and much
fun to be had by all. Admission is free. The
venue is wheelchair accessible. For more
info call (604) 251-3315.

FERTILITY AWARENESS

ROLFING

The Vancouver Women's Health InfoCentre
is hosting free movie nights every third
Thursday, starting at 7pm at 209-1675 W.
8th Ave. The next screening will be on
Thurs Jan 21 and will feature Once Were
Warriors, a film about family violence within
the Maori culture set in a dislocated urban
environment. Free popcorn and lively
discussion. Call (604) 736-5262 to reserve
a seat or for more info.

DECEMBER 6TH VIGIL
This year's December 6th Candlelight Vigil
in Vancouver will take place Sun Dec 6, 68pm on the steps of the Vancouver Art
Gallery (Georgia St side). The annual
memorial commemorates the 14 women
murdered at Ecole Polytechnique in
Montreal on December 6, 1989, and all
other women who have been killed by male
violence. Guest speakers and entertainment. ASL interpretation. Candles available
by donation. Childcare/transportation can
be provided—call (604) 255-6228 or TTY
258-0110.

Brenda Kent will talk about "Fertility
Awareness," Sat Jan 9, 11am-1pm at the
Vancouver Women's Health InfoCentre,
219-1675 West 8th Ave. Kent will discuss
how women's bodies perform during our
cycle and how to gauge when we are the
most fertile using natural means. For more
info call (604) 736-4234.

POPULAR EDUCATION
Vancouver Status of Women is holding its
popular program, "Gaining My
Voice...Taking Our Strength," on four
Saturdays starting Jan 23. Throughout the
sessions, participants will engage in: group
discussions, video screenings, theatre,
story telling, readings, et cetera. Issues
addressed include: health, economics,
violence, heterosexism, ableism, class, and
anti-racism. Among the goals are identifying skills, enhancing self-esteem, recognizing our common struggles, and taking
collective action. The program is free.
Preference will be given to women living on
limited income. The venue is partially
accessible to women with disabilities.
Childcare and transportation subsidies are
available. To register call Ema at (604) 2556554. Space is limited.

STRENGTH OF AN INDIAN WOMAN

KINESIS

PREGNANCY AND CHILDBIRTH
Tamara Flick-Parker will present a session
on "Pregnancy and Childbirth," Sat Feb 6,
11 am-1 pm at the Vancouver Women's
Health InfoCentre, 219-1675 West 8th Ave.
The focus will be on issues surrounding
childbirth for women in their late 30s and
after age 40. For more info call (604) 7364234.
MARKER FOR CHANGE
In 1990, a group of Vancouver feminists set
out to create a national monument in
memory of the 14 women murdered
December 6, 1989 at Ecole Polytechnique
in Montreal. A film documenting their
controversial seven year struggle, Marker
of Change, the Story of the Women's
Monument, will air on Vision TV Wed Dec 2
at 9pm. Moving Images Distribution will
host the Vancouver premiere Sun Dec 6,
2:30pm at the Planetarium, 1100 Chestnut
St. For more info call (604) 602-1202.

BULLETIN B O A R D
GROUPS
IWD WEEK, 1999
The Vancouver Status of Women invites
women's organizations and individual
women to help organize activities during
the week of International Women's Day
1999. One forum proposed will be on the
women's liberation movement and the
right-wing backlash. Your knowledge,
skills and work are needed in order to
make this IWD a fun and successful week
of events in which we can share our
struggles and celebrate our victories. The
first meeting will be Tues Jan 12, 5:30pm
at VSW, 309-877 E. Hastings St. For more
info call Ema at (604) 255-6554.
16 STEP SUPPORT GROUP
SESRA (Survivors of Extreme Systematic
or Ritualized Abuse) is holding an ongoing
support group for women Thursday
evenings, 7-8:30pm at Room 5, Gordon
Neighbourhood House, 1019 Broughton St,
Vancouver. The group is organized by
survivor peers and based on the books of
Charlotte Kasl and Chrystine Oksana. Cost
is by donation. For more info call (604)
683-2554.
BWSS SUPPORT GROUP
Battered Women's Support Services in
Vancouver offers ongoing drop-in support
groups for women who are in or leaving
abusive relationships. Call (604) 687-1867
for times and more info.
EATING DISORDER WEEK
The Eating Disorder Resource Centre of
BC is looking for volunteers to assist with
the planning and organizing of "Eating
Disorder Awareness Week" in February
1999. If you are interested in organizing
events, publicizing EDAW, putting together
info and materials or postering call (604)
631-5313.
FESTIVAL ORGANIZERS WANTED
The Vancouver Status of Women is
planning an evening of performances, art,
and music to celebrate lesbians and their
contributions to the lives of all women.
VSW invites energetic, enthusiastic and
creative women to help plan this exciting
event. Interested? The planning committee
will help to organize, promote, and seek
lesbian artists and performers for the
celebration. Please call Ema or Shana at
(604) 255-6554.
MENOPAUSE AWARENESS GROUP
The Surrey Women's Centre is hosting a
Menopause Awareness Group every 4th
Monday of the month, 7:30-9:30pm, for
informal discussions around menopause
issues. For location or more info call Janet
or Sharon at (604) 589-1868.
WOMEN ABUSE SUPPORT GROUP
A support group in Vancouver for women
abused by women is available for lesbians,
dykes and bisexual women through
Battered Women's Support Services.
Emotional support, legal information and
advocacy, safety planning, and referrals
are offered. The group is free and confidential. On-site childcare is available. For info
call Sarah or April at (604) 687-1867.
BI-WOMEN GETTOGETHER
A new Bi Women's get-together in Vancouver will hold its first meeting Fri Dec 11 at
8pm. Anyone interested is invited to drop
by to Moonbeams Cafe, 1200 Davie St, for
coffee, conversation and fun. For more info
call Liane at (604) 734-9407.

GROUPS

SUBMISSIONS

LESBIANS WITH CANCER
A support group for lesbians living with
cancer and their support persons is held
every third Monday, 7-8:30pm at the BC
Cancer Agency, Room 502-600 West 10th
Ave, Vancouver. The next meeting date is
Mon Dec 7. For more info call Sarah
Sample (604) 877-6000, local 2192.

GAY AND LESBIAN ANTHOLOGY
Two daughters of lesbian moms are inviting
others who grew up in lesbian and gay
families to contribute their creative pieces
for an upcoming anthology. Send work to:
Kids On The Margins, 50 Rosehill Ave, Apt
1508, Toronto, ON, M4T 1G6. Deadline is
Dec 31.

RAPE RELIEF VOLUNTEERS

FILIPINA NURSES

Vancouver Rape Relief and Women's
Shelter needs women who are interested
in volunteering for their 24-hour crisis line
and transition house for women and
children. Volunteer training sessions are
held Tuesday evenings. For more info and
a training interview call (604) 872-8212.

Are you a Filipina nurse who came to
Canada under the Live-in Caregiver
Program? The Philippine Women Centre is
gathering the experiences of Filipina
nurses who enter Canada as domestic
helpers. By sharing experiences, participants can identify what the systemic
barriers are that prevent them from developing their full potential in Canada. One
strategy is to begin the process of getting
collective recognition for the education and
skills Filipina nurses bring to Canada. For
more info about this research project or the
PWC's Nurses' Support Group, call Maita
or Mayette at (603) 215-1103.

GODDESS ART SHOW
Calling all Goddess Artists. Are you
interested in being involved either as an
organizer or participating artist, or know
someone who might be, in a huge show of
Goddess Art for the year 2000? The plan is
to organize a major show in Vancouver,
combined with multiple bus tours of 3-5
days throughout different parts of BC. For
more info contact Mary Billy, Box 2047,
Squamish BC, VON 3G0; tel: (604) 8925723; or email: mbilly@sea-to-sky.net.
Donations to help with postage and phone
calls are appreciated.
SHAKTI-"STRENGTH"
Shakti (meaning "strength") is a self-help
group in Vancouver for South Asian women
who have experienced the psychiatric
system. The group meets every 1st and
3rd Saturday of the month 1-3pm at South
Vancouver Neighbourhood House, 6470
Victoria Dr. Join the group for outings,
discoveries, peer support, relaxing massage. Participation is free. For more info
call Helen (604) 733-5570 (for English) or
(604) 682-3269 box 8144 (for Punjabi,
Hindi and Urdu). Sponsored by the Vancouver/Richmond Mental Health Network.
COMPULSIVE EATING SUPPORT
A drop-in support group for women with
issues of compulsive eating is held twice a
month at the Eating Disorder Resource
Centre of BC, St. Paul's Hospital, Room
2C-213, 1081 Burrard St, Vancouver. Dropin times are 7:30-9pm every 1st and 3rd
Wednesday of the month. Facilitated by
Colleen Hyland and Cynthia Johnston. For
more info call (604) 631-5313.

SUBMISSIONS
LESBIAN EROTICA
A new anthology of lesbian erotica is in the
works and in desire of submissions. Pillow
Talk II: More Lesbian Stories Between the
Covers will be edited by Leslea Newman
and published by Allyson Publications.
Wanted: sexy, breathtaking, hot stories
written by women who identify as lesbian
or bisexual. All serious, funny, tender,
angry, lusty stories about sexual encounters (or near encounters) will be considered. Before submitting stories, send a
SASE for complete guidelines to Leslea
Newman, PO Box 815, Northampton, MA,
01061. Deadline Jan 31.
ARTISTS, PERFORMERS WANTED
The Vancouver Status of Women invites
lesbian artists (painters, musicians, poets,
ef cetera) to share your talent at the VSW's
celebration during International Women's
Day week 1999. To receive the star treatment, please call Ema or Shana at (604)
255-6554.

API WOMEN AND GIRLS
Are you a wimmin or girl of full, mixed or
partial Asian or Pacific Islander origin?
Have you always wanted to see your
work—be it poetry, art, recipes, rants,
fiction or non-fiction—in print? Fire Moon!
Asian and Pacific Islander Wimmin's
Alliance, wants to print your stuff for its
zine. All submissions can be handed in to
the Simon Fraser University Women's
Centre, c/o Janet. Submissions are
accepted on an ongoing basis. For more
info call (604) 291-3670 or email:
boun@sfu.ca.
KALLIOPE
Kalliope, a journal of women's art, is calling
for prose poems under two pages and flash
fiction under 500 words for its special issue
of Prose Poetry and Flash Fiction to be
released in Fall 1999. Send submissions to
Kalliope, FCCJ Kent Campus, 3939
Roosevelt Blvd, Jacksonville, FL, 32205.
Deadline is Feb 1.
IMMIGRANT STORIES AND POETRY
Two immigrant women in BC are compiling
a book of stories and poetry based on the
experiences of "first generation" immigrant
women to be published in the Fall 1999.
Stories/poetry should reflect hopes and
dreams, adapting, daily struggles, identity,
striving to strike a balance, loss and gain,
the physical process of migration, etc.
Submissions should be no longer than
4,000 words and be accompanied by an
author profile of not more than 200 words.
Send submissions by email to:
nila_prabhjot@hotmail.com; or by mail to:
Nila/Prabhjot, PO Box 78023, Port
Coquitlam, BC, V3B 7H5. Deadline Jan 31.
CRIAW CONFERENCE
The Canadian Research Institute for the
Advancement of Women (CRIAW) is
holding a conference entitled "Feminist
Definitions of Healthy Lifestyles and Caring
Communities" Oct 15-17,1999. CRIAW
welcomes papers, workshops, presentations, posters, art, poetry and performances for this conference. Submissions
must be sent before Feb 28 to CRIAW
Paper Selection Committee, c/o Andrea
Levan, Thornloe College, Laurentian
University, Ramsey Lake Road, Sudbury,
ON, P3E 2C6; or fax: (705) 673-4979. For
more info call (705) 673-1730.

KINESIS
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SEXUAL ASSAULT
Published by the Montreal Health Press,
a women's collective, producing quality
books on health and sexuality for 30 years!
The most up-to-date information on sexual
assault: how to handle an assault,
prevention, the social
context.
1997 E D I T I O N
New information on:
•

Pregnancy and
STDs resulting
from an assault

•

Partner assault

•

Dating violence

•

Abuse of people
with disabilities

No other
resource offers
the combination
of personal and practical information,
an understanding of why sexual assault
happens and ways to work for positive
changes.
Women's Health Clinic
Winnipeg, Manitoba

Send $5.00 (cheque or money order) to:
Montreal Health Press Inc.
P.O. Box 1000
Station Place du Pare
Montreal (Quebec) Canada
H2W 2N1
Tel.: (514) 282-1171 Fax: (514) 282-0262
E-mail: mhpmontreal@msn.com
Visit our Web site at:
http://www.worldsfinest.com/mhp
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CLASSIFIEDS
SPINSTERVALE
Ever wanted to live on women's land?
Small cabin(s) for rent by month, $200-250.
Woodstove and outhouse. Also available at
Spinstervale in Coombs on Vancouver
Island are nightly rates ($7.50/woman),
group rates and work exchanges (three
hours a day equals room/board). Call (250)
248-8809 or email Sunshine@macn.bc.ca.

CLASSIFIEDS

HAMCy DREW AMD THE MVHEBy OF
THE HAUNTED BODY

WINDRIDER RETREAT
The WindRider Retreat for Women in Tofino
on Vancouver Island is offering nonChristmas retreat space this December.
Whether you celebrate Solstice, Chanukah,
or nothing at all in December, come get
away from Christmas. Shared or private
accommodation from $25-65. Call (250)
725-3240 or whole@island.net.

Vancouver artist and writer Marusya Bociurkiw's new^
dramatic film, Nancy Drew and the Mystery of the
Haunted Body, is a comedy about incest, Freud and '
recovered memory. The world premiere screening
will take place Friday February 5 to Sunday February ]
8, 8:30pm, at the Blinding Light Cinema. 36 Powell
in Vancouver. Written in the feverish, multi-plot
le of a Nancy Drew mystery, the story is set in the
bland town of Riverdale Heights, where
Nancy Drew works as researcher by day
detective by night. One day. Nancy gets {
called in by her boss Dr. D. Nial at The
Psychology Institute (really a front for
the False Memory Institute). An academic
gets killed; his papers—Freud's original
writings detailing the discovery of traumatic memory in his female
patients—stolen. Nancy must
find them. The plot thickens: a
feminist therapist has her research
ripped off. Is there a connection? For
more information, call Blinding Light
Cinema at (604) 878-3366.

PSYCHIC READING

CITYVIEW CO-OP

Psychic reading with Phoenix Baye. The
more conscious and present we are in our
bodies, the more we are able to take part
in our lives. My work is designed to facilitate becoming more consciously aware
and present in the body, while addressing
personal issues from a fundamental
energetic and psychic perspective. Emphasis is on active participation. I offer psychic
techniques and meditative practices which
support session work. Also available...
Fierce Feri Magic courses: Psychic and
energetic awareness training; Fierce Feri
travel and trance techniques, an eyes
open, physical form of trance which
demands presence in the body and
attuning to one's own energetic rhythms;
and Magic of natural elements. Direct and
tangible workings with earth, fire, water
and air energies as magical tools. Call
(604) 224-7385.

Cityview Housing Co-op has one, two and
three bedroom suites for $565, $696, $795
per month and refundable share purchase.
Carpets, blinds, appliances, parking and
laundry room. Children and small pets
welcome. Participation required. Please
send a business size SASE to Membership
Committee, Cityview Housing Co-op, #1081885 E. Pender St, Vancouver, BC, V5L
1W6.

WOMEN'S SELF-DEFENSE
Women Educating in Self-defense Training
(WEST) teaches Wenlido. In Basic classes,
you learn how to make the most of mental,
physical and verbal skills to get away from
assault situations. Continuing training
builds on basic techniques to improve
physical and mental strength. By women,
for women. For info, call (604) 876-6390.

ROOM AVAILABLE
A room is available in Vancouver for a parttime commuter or short-term visitors.
Lesbians and allies welcome. Call (604)
253-3740.

WOMEN
IN PRINT
BOOKS & O T H E R MEDIA
3 5 6 6 West 4th Avenue

Discountsfor
book clubs
Special orders
welcome

10-6 D a i l y * 12-5 Sunday

HAPPY 2 5 t h ANNIVERSARY

Paula Clancy, B.A.
Certified General Accountant

DR. PENNY THOMPSON'S
DENTAL PRACTICE
Dentistry in the Heart of the Community
Phone: 251-1322 Fax: 251-1232

Auditing
Accounting
Financial Planning
Income Tax Services

paid by Dr. Penny J. Thompson. Inc.

DECEMBER/JANUARY 1999

MUNRO • PARFITT
LAWYERS
Melinda Munro and Clea Parfitt

for

Call Us ... Be a Special Patient
Or drop by at 1 - 1701 Grant Street (at Commercial Drive), Vancouver

LEGAL REPRESENTATION
AND MEDIATION
SERVICES
in:
labour and employment law
human rights
civil litigation
public interest advocacy.

Organizations
Small Businesses
and Individuals

401-825 granville street,
Vancouver, b.c. v6z1k9
689-7778 (ph)
689-5572 (fax)
quality legal
woman friendly

services
atmosphere

LIB1Z8
LIBRARY PROCESSING CTR - SERIALS
2£06 EAST HALL, U.B.C.
VANCOUVER, BC V&T 1ZB

Su&4&u&e> focUuf,

One year
O$20 + $1.40 GST
Two years
•$36 + $2.52 GST
Institutions/Groups
•$45 + $3.15 GST

Name
Address
Country
Telephone _

•
•
•
•
•
•

Cheque enclosed
Bill me
New
Renewal
Gift
Donation

For individuals who can't afford the full amount 3
for Kinesis subscription, send what you can.
Free to women prisoners.
Orders outside Canada add $8.
Vancouver Status of Women Membership
(includes Kinesis subscription)
•$30+$1.40 GST

Postal code_
Email
Published ten times a year by the Vancouver Status of Women
#309-877 E. Hastings St., Vancouver, BC V6A 3Y1

