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Family allowance fightback 
The Conservative government's 
proposed legislation to part
ially reduce family allowances 
has had second reading and is 
now before a Commons committee 
for consideration. 

The bill, which will save the 
government over $300 million, 
has been denounced by women's 
groups and opposition parties 
as an attack on Canada's uni
versal social programs. 

The National Action Council on 
the Status of Women has organ
ized a petition drive to bring 
pressure against the legisla
tion. NAC also rallied over 200 
women on Parliament Hill to 
protest the bill. 

Louise Dulude, one of the rally 
speakers, accused Prime Minis
ter Brian Mulroney of breaking 
past promises to safeguard soc
ial programs. 

Last December Mulroney told the 
Commons the government "would 
protect the integrity of univ
ersality in this country" and 
said he personally "would guar
antee it." 

Bill C-70 would limit automatic 
increases in family allowances, 
thus offsetting only part of the 
effects of inflation. Payments 
would be increased to make up 
for inflation only if inflation 
were greater than 3 percent a 
year. This means that if the 
rate of inflation were 4 per
cent, the family allowance pay
ments would increase by only 
1 pe 

According to an analysis by the 
Canadian Council on Social Dev
elopment, "this change would 
give some small additional ben
efits to poor families for some 
time, but then benefits would 
decline by 3 percent a year af
ter adjusting for inflation. 
Thus even the poorest families 
are eventually worse off." 

The Vancouver Status of Women, 
in a brief arguing against the 
deindexation before the. Commons 
committee, pointed out that it 
is largely women and children 
who are experiencing the impact 
of the economic recession. 

Patty Gibson, VSW spokesperson, 
told the committee "there is 
nothing in this bill that sug
gests the federal government has 
a commitment to women and child
ren in Canada." 

VSW urged the committee to re
store full indexation to the 
family allowance payment and 
seek measures that would in
crease, not decrease, the amount 
of monthly support going to wom
en with children. 

Gibson is not optimistic that 
the Conservatives will withdraw 
Bill C-70. While it "certainly 
is important that VSW went to 
Ottawa and argued a feminist 
perspective on this issue," she 
said, "I think it is highly un
likely the Conservatives will 
pull back on this legislation." 

While the city of Vancouver kept up the barricades against prostitutes in Mount Pleasant, the Alliance for Safety 
of Prostitutes travelled to Ottawa to appear before the Commons' committee on prostitution. ASP argued, before 
the committee, that tough new measures forcing prostitutes off the streets threaten their lives as well as their 
livelihoods. ASP had little success in persuading Conservative M.P.s that the bill should be dropped or significantly 
changed. Marie Arrington who testified before the committee for ASP, said she returned from Ottawa "angrier 
than ever." The proposed law, said Arrington, "will give men a license to hurt women." photo by Sharon Knapp 

Irving appeal denied 
Joy Irving, who has been 
fighting for over three 
years to receive half of her 
former husband's pension, 
lost her final appeal in 
September. 

"Although we were unsuccess
ful, I feel a step forward 
was made and some changes 
will come about," Irving said 
in a letter thanking her sup
porters. 

Military wives seek court ruling 
by Esther Shannon 

An association of military 
wives in Alberta has decided 
to take the federal govern
ment to court under the Can
adian Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms. 

The women, who live on the 
Penhold army base in Alber
ta, have been denied per
mission by the Department 
of National Defence to form 
a national support group for 
military families. 

According to the DND, such 
a group would be a political 
organization, and political 
activity is considered un
acceptable within the armed 

Harvie Andre, Associate Min
ister of National Defence, 
defended the DND policy and 
said, "There is a long and 
honoured tradition in Canada 
that political activity and 
the military do not mix, and 
they ought not to." 

According to the Canadian 
Human Rights Advocate, how
ever, the DND "seems to 
define 'political' based on 
what is in the best interests 
of the military establish
ment." 

The Advocate's October issue 
.notes that the DND funds the 
meetings, activities and news-

letters of an organization 
called the Federation of 
Military and United Services 
Institutes of Canada. The 
Advocate says, "This organ
ization is composed of reg
ular and former armed forces 
officers. Among its activities 
are lobbying for support of 
cruise missile testing and 
NATO, and promoting support 
for the white government of 
South Africa." 

After considerable pressure, 
Andre has promised the women 
that a ministerial review 
will examine what degree of 
political activity may be 
acceptable on military bases. 

The women, however, are not 
satisfied by the promise of a 
review and are seeking a court 
decision on their rights. 

They say they do not pose a 
threat to national security 
and should have the same con
stitutional rights as other 
Canadians. They argue that 
their husbands joined the 
armed forces and that regu
lations affecting them should 
not be extended to spouses. 

The women first began meeting 
in September 1983 to discuss 
the need for a dental plan, 
services for day care and 
battered women, and their 

right to run for political 
office, as mayors and school 
trustees, in their communities. 

A year later, when the women 
circulated a newletter ann
ouncing the formation of a 
national group to deal with the 
the DND on this and other 
issues, the Penhold base 
commander told them they were 
not allowed to circulate the 
newletter or to hold meetings 
on the base. 

The women appealed this order 
to Eric Nielsen, Minister of 
National Defence, who told 
the women that trying to get 
a dental plan clearly was 
political activity that would 
threaten the political neu
trality of the Canadian 
Forces. 

Nielsen also told the women 
that "the Charter does not, 
of itself, guarantee any right 
to assembly or association 
in a particular place, such 
as the Department of National 
Defence establishement." 

For the women whose life and 
community are Canadian Forces 
bases, denial of the right 
to meet on the bases also 
effectively denies them the 
opportunity to meet in their 
homes and communities. <%*£&''** 

Irving applied for credit-
splitting as soon as she 
learned of her right to do 
so. Her application was twenty-
five days too late and the 
federal government turned her 

The final decision on Irving's 
case was delivered by a three-
judge panel after her initial 
successful appeal on the govern
ment's decision was reappealed 
by Health and Welfare Canada. 
The panel ruled against Irving 
despite evidence reported to 
the hearing that only 2 
percent of all eligible per
sons, have applied for pension-
splitting since 1978, the year 
the law was enacted. 

According to Gayle Raphanel, 
Irving's lawyer, "There are 
thousands of Canadians un
able to obtain pension cre
dits." 

"The right to apply," said 
Raphanel, "is buried.in the 
Canada Pension Plan legisla
tion and governments have made 
minimal efforts to publicize 
it." 

The review committee which 
supported Irving in her ini
tial appeal recommended in 
1983 that notice of pension-
splitting rights be included 
in the printed Petition for 
Divorce, a form most people 
seeking divorce will see. The 
government has taken no 
action on this recommendation. 

Irving extended a special 
thank-you to the Equal Pay 
Information Committee (EPIC) 
and said that without them 
she would not have been able 
to take action. 

EPIC has called for a letter-
writing campaign to Jack Epp, 
Minister of Health and Welfare, 
and local Members of Parli
ament demanding changes in the 
legislation. EPIC wants pen
sion-splitting to be mandatory 
and automatic-, not subject to 
eligibility periods, and ap
proved retroactive to the or
iginal date of the legislation. 
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MOVEMENT MATTERS 
Volunteer orientation 
at Kinesis, VSW 
Women who are interested in volunteering 
at VSW or Kinesis mark Monday, November 
25th at 7:30 p.m. on your calendar. 
VSW will be hosting a general orientation 
evening at VSW, 400 West 5th. This is 
not a formal training session but, 
rather, a chance for women to come and 
hear what tasks board, staff and active 
volunteers play in our organization. 
It will be a casual evening where women 
will have a chance to hear what volunteer 
jobs are available and, hopefully, new 
and old volunteers will have an opportun
ity to meet and get to know each other. 

There are many areas for volunteers to 
choose from, including: the resource 
centre, library upkeep, bulletin board 
and periodical upkeep, and Kinesis pro
duction. Also open to volunteers is com
mittee work from time to time on par
ticular issues. We are always open to 
suggestions from women for other VSW 
priorities. 

Within each area there are tasks that 
take small, medium and larger amounts 
of time. We have something for everyone's 
time budget. Come and see what is avail
able for you. 

If ever there was a time for women to 
get involved in organizing for women it 
is now. Tf you're interested in service-
oriented activities or action on polit
ical issues VSW has a place for you. 

For more information or for registration 
call 873-5925. 

Jeanie Lochrie and Nora Janitis 

For the Volunteer Committee. 

Cultural Biases 
"Mrs. Belanger is one of the ladies who pursue Culture in 
bands, as though it were dangerous to meet alone." 

Cultural Biases, a new arts column by Penelope Goldsmith • 
will appear monthly in Kinesis beginning with the December/ 
January issue. Cultural Biases will shed new light on the tired 
cliches of our Canadian cultural experience. 
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publicize your event, 
service, campaign, co-op 
or business in English 
Canada's oldest feminist 
newspaper 

Call us if or rates 
873-5925 

VANCOUVER STATUS OF WOMEN 
FALL PROGRAMS 

WHAT ARE YOU HEARING? 
Monday, Nov. 18th - Britannia Centre Seniors Lounge 
7:30-10:00 p.m. 

A panel discussion examining the sexism and 
racism of current rock music videos. 
Speakers: Harris Taylor, video artist and musician; 
Julie Warren, independent film maker, WAVAW Rape 
Crisis Centre. 

LEGAL INFORMATION ON SEPARATION AND 
DIVORCE 

Thurs. Nov. 21st, Kettle Friendship Society, 7:30 -
10:00 p.m. 

Discussion on marital separation and divorce laws 
and explanation of mediation law. 
Speaker: Linda Stewart, Barrister and Solicitor 

WOMEN'S SUPPORT GROUP INFORMATION 
EVENING 
Thurs. Nov. 28, Kettle Friendship Society, 7:30 -10:00 p.m. 

Discussion on how to start a leaderless group from 
facilitation to group dynamics. 

FEMINIST FUN NIGHT 
Mon. Jan. 27th, LaQuena Coffee House 

An evening of song, humour, skits and stories. 

Upcoming supplement 
on younger women 
NEXT MONTH'S SUPPLEMENT: Younger Women, 
deadline November 15th. If you have any 
ideas or submissions please contact 
Kinesis at 873-5925. 

VSW plans programs 
Vancouver Status of Women is planning pro
grams for the spring and we need your 
help. Some ideas we've had are workshops 
or discussion evenings on: media skills, 
free trade, non-sexist childcare (which 
could include workshops for mothers and/ 
or daycare workers) pensions, native 
land claims, CPR training and an evening 
of celebration for feminists. 

Could you help organize any of these pro
grams? Do you have any other ideas VSW 
could hip you organize? Would you like to 
join VSW's Programming Committee? 
If you are interested or want more infor
mation call Patty Moore at VSW - 873-1427. 

Our apologies 

Many women put a lot of time into pro
ducing each month's Kinesis and last 
month we neglected to mention one of 
them. Janie Newton-Moss worked hard and 
steady for over two months to pull 
together our women and food supplement 
and we forgot to credit her efforts. It 
was a great supplement, and we hope you 
will accept our apology for the over
sight, Janie. 
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