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As Kinesis goes to press, more than 300 
people who came to Canada from China 
by ship this summer are still being held in 
detention—in jails in Prince George and 
around the Lower Mainland. 

On top of that, detention and refugee 
claims hearings are happening on a daily 
basis. So far, the outcomes have not been 
positive for those who made the several 
month journey from Fujian province to BC. 
One refugee board adjudicator has rejected 
all 11 claims he has heard, including the 
case of a woman who is a member of an 
ethnic minority group in China. 

There are serious concerns being raised 
about the fairness of the process—namely, 
with regards to the fast-tracking of hear
ings, the lack of adequate legal representa
tion, and the group profiling (read: stere
otyping) being used to evaluate claimants. 

In October, a group of women in Van
couver calling themselves DARE (Direct 
action Against Refugee Exploitation) held 
a public education forum in Vancouver. 

(DARE also provides support and ad
vocacy for the Fujianese women, particu
larly those who are in Vancouver and those 
who are incarcerated at the Burnaby Cor
rectional Centre for Women.) 

The goal of the forum was to confront 
the racist and classist response to the ar
rival of the people from China—the re
sponse in the media, from federal and pro
vincial politicians and cabinet ministers, 
and by members of the general public. 

The goal was also to broaden the dis
cussion around the arrival of people from 
Fujian province, placing their situation 
rightly within the context of economic glo
balization and forced migration. 

In this issue, Kinesis presents three of 
the speeches from the DARE forum—from 
Nandita Sharma, Sunera Thobani and Rita 
Wong [starting on Page 11.] 

DARE says it will continue to confront 
the scapegoating of the 590 refugee claim
ants from Fujian province, and is planning 
to launch another campaign in the near 
furture. Stay tuned. 

In this issue of Kinesis, we also chal
lenge the rise of another anti-woman cam
paign, courtesy of anti-abortion protesters 
[see Pages 14 and 15.] 

For example, in late September, a US-
based group called the Centre for Bio-Ethi
cal Reform (CBR) tried to spread their anti-
choice propaganda on the campus of the 
University of British Columbia. CBR, a pri
vately funded organization whose purpose 
is to "educate" students about the anti-
choice philosophy, was invited to the cam
pus by the AMS Lifeline Club. 

So what does CBR's "education" con
sist of? First of all, they call their campaign 
the "Genocide Awareness Project," which 
is (intentionally) misleading. One of their 
main "educationals" is a billboard display 
titled, "The Changing Face of Choice." 

Panel #1 is called: "Religious Choice," 
which features an image of entangled bod
ies of Holocaust victims and the Nazi swas
tika. 

Panel #2 is called: "Racial Choice," 
which features an image of a Black man 
killed by the KKK. 

And Panel #3 is called: "Reproductive 
Choice," which features an image of what 
appears to be the limbs of a fetus clutching 
a dime. 

(Each panel measures six feet by 14 
feet.) 

The (il)logical progression of the CBR's 
argument—which they freely admit—is: 
Nazis kill Jews. KKK kills Blacks. Women 
kill babies. 

Other posters compare abortion to ex
amples of genocide, such as in Cambodia, 
Wounded Knee (South Dakota), Rwanda and 
the former Yugoslavia. Another poster com
pares Planned Parenthood to the Nazis. 

In the end, CBR didn't get to set up its 
billboard display because it refused to pay 
the $10,000-per-day security deposit re
quested by UBC. CBR reps did go onto the 
campus and held a public talk. Don't think 
they're done with UBC though... the CBR 
has said it will sue the university for vio
lating its right to freedom of speech. Ap-
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parently, one of their tactics is to sue uni
versities for any such "violation." 

We should mention that the Students 
for Choice group up at UBC was very ef
fective in organizing a strong protest dem
onstration against the Genocide Awareness 
Project. And even though, CBR was a no-
show, pro-choice activists carried out their 
rally as planned. 

On another anti-abortion front: there's 
the ongoing saga of Sissy von Dehn and the 
IWD organizing committee in Vancouver. 
Three years ago, in November 1996, von 
Dehn—a well-known anti-choice agita
tor—and her cohort Peggy Holland showed 
up at an IWD meeting. They proceeded to 
take photos of all the women present. Need
less to say, the women attending the meet
ing—well-aware of von Dehn's involve
ment with the anti-abortion movement— 
didn't appreciate these tactics of intimida
tion and harassment. 

A backgrounder: Cecilia von Dehn 
owns a house across the street from the 
Everywoman's Health Clinic, one of the 
two free-standing abortion clinics in Van
couver. From there, she and other anti-abor
tion protesters direct their propaganda to

wards staff and women going into the 
clinic. 

von Dehn and Holland tried to get the 
police to charge two of IWD organizers 
with assault—there allegedly was a scuf
fle that night. They failed in that quest. 
However, true to expectation, von Dehn 
offered to share the photos she had taken 
with the police, the right-wing media, and 
possibly violent anti-choice organizations. 

Now that thei r cr iminal charges 
aga ins t Claire Robi l la rd and Jud i th 
Radovan have gone nowhere, von Dehn 
and Holland are trying to proceed with a 
civil suit against the two women. They're 
asking for $10,000 in damages. 

Robillard and Radovan vow to fight 
back, and call on others to help out with 
political, emotional and financial support. 
Call them at (604) 798-9491. 

One more thing, as Kinesis goes to 
press... We hear that a settlement in the 
Public Service Alliance Canada's pay eq
uity fight with the federal government 
could be close at hand. We can only hope 
that the feds finally deal fairly with women 
workers in Canada. 

That's all for now. See you next month. 

The following sentence must be sung to 
the Gilligan's Island theme song. "There was 
a story about a woman named Aggie and 
the feminist newspaper that she ran..." 
Have we got your attention yet??!! We sure 
hope so. 

Over the last few months, almost all of 
the editions of Inside Kinesis have started 
out with some kind of statement or the 
other about the weather. Although the 
women at Kinesis are firm believers in cre
ating our own traditions, it was high time 
to put that one to rest. We certainly don't 
want to bore you—our readers—and really, 
how many times can you write interesting 
and witty things about the weather? Obvi
ously one too many. 

So enough with the preamble already! 
Let's talk about what we've been up to in
side our mango colored walls this month. 
Well, let's start with the serious stuff. At one 
of our recent Editorial Board meetings— 
amidst generous helpings of goat curry and 
kimchi (the dish that is)—we decided to 
combine two months and make this the Oc
tober/November issue. Was it the goat 
curry you ask? Alas, if only we could blame 
the food. 

The truth is that there really is no one 
to "blame" and no one single factor that 
led to the late completion of this issue. A 
definite lack of articles and writers flow
ing in this month, demands on time in other 
areas of activism ,and the process of find
ing a new editor, came together in a lethal 
combination that left us exhausted and 
scurrying to catch up to our deadlines. 

We wish to apologize profusely to all 
our readers and would like to offer you the 
option of extending your subscription in 
order to make up for the bygone issue. 
Please let us know if you wish to do this 
and thank you for your continued support 
and understanding. 

You might be wondering who we've 
hired for the position of Kinesis editor. Un
fortunately, we felt that the resumes we re
ceived did not leave us with a large enough 
pool of qualified applicants. The position 
has since been reposted and we are hoping 

to receive more applications as this issue 
goes to press. 

In case you think all has been doom, 
gloom and stress at Kinesis, we thought 
we'd tell you about some new writers and 
volunteers who have revitalized our ener
gies and creative spirits this month. Many 
new writers made their debut in Kinesis this 
month. They include Lisa Wulwik, Donna 
M. Hughes , Karen Page and Luanne 
Armstrong. A big thank you and welcome 
to all of you. 

We'd also like to welcome some new 
faces to our production volunteer team. 
Heartfelt thank yous to Georgina Farah, 
Shann Furman and Lisa Wulwik for work
ing on this month's issue and making our 
lives a whole lot easier. 

We're on a roll here so we thought 
we'd keep the good news coming. The next 
issue of Kinesis—our December/January 
2000 issue—will be a Native Women's is
sue. We're pleased to introduce Audrey 
Huntley as the guest editor for that issue. 
Audrey worked with the Aboriginal Wom
en's Action Network as the coordinator for 
their research project and report on Bill C-
31 and its impact on Native women. She 
has been working hard to solicit articles 
and other pieces of writing from Native 
women both near and far, and has gath
ered some amazing material! 

If you know any Native women or 
Native women's organizations who may 
like a copy of the issue, let us know and 
we'll add them to our list. 

And now for the weather. Just kidding! 
We won't torture you! We will promise to 
continue with the Gilligan's Island /Kine
sis theme though. However, you'll have to 
wait til the next edition of Inside Kinesis to 
get your next hit! Til then, we'll leave you 
in bone-chilling suspense and wish you a 
Happy Hal loween/Samhain/All Souls' 
Eve, et cetera. 

Enjoy the trick or treating and don' t 
forget to save some candy for the hard 
working (and sugar addicted) women at 
KinesisW PS: Don't even try giving us rai
sins instead of candies... 
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