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day care
The NDP party plank of free 24 hour
day care for all children who need
it has apparently been abondoned.
However, within the past year some
progress towards meeting the need
for day care has been made. In
Vancouver alone thirteen new day
care centres have been opened.
There are now a total of eight
centres which accept children under
three. Provincial seed money has
been made available to community
members who want to set up day care
centres. The new subsidy system is
much more comprehensive and realistic given the high cost of living.
The provincial government's Day
Care Information Centre is going
full blast and organizers from
that Centre are now available to
help community groups set up day
care.
This kind of progress relative to
what went on in the past is impressive, but let's not be lulled
into a false sense of security.
There's still a long way to go.
1. Only about 6% of the children of working mothers in Vancouver have access to licensed,
supervised group day c a r e — t o say
nothing of all the children of
non-working mothers who need day
care for a multiplicity of
reasons. Without going overboard
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one year later

opening of new day care centres.
For example, an elementary school
about the merits of supervised
dav care, at least there is
potentially a greater measure of
protection afforded children than
in someone's clandestine cellar
operation. 2. The quality of
most existing day care centres is
questionable. 3. The bulk of
the under three centres were set
up by articulate university
educated perople accustomed to
dealing with bureaucracies and
winning over the immense obstacles
•set in their paths. Children of
other parents too often lose out.
4. An appalling number of parents
still don't know about the subsidy
system. Little concerted effort
has been made to make non-English
speaking parents aware of what's
available. 5. The busy signal
for hours on end is the usual
response of the Day Care Information Centre.
A/hen you finally get through, you
often are given another number to
phone, and the process is repeated.
6. There are too few day care
organizers. Day care consumers are
justifiably angry that they had no
role in the hiring of these organizers.
7. Ridiculous licensing
requirements and sometimes just the
whims of the inspectors hang up the

agreed to provide free space,
utilities, equipment, janitorial
services and a fenced playground for
after-school day care. This facility was not approved because the
principal refused to provide an
additional fence to fence off
participants in the after-school
program from other children who
might be playing on the grounds
after school. This even though
these children presumably played
together during regular school hours.
8. Civil Services janitors make
over $650 per month. Day care
personnel charged with are children
are lucky to make $200 less.
9. Women who do family day care in
their homes are paid no more than
$75.00 per child per month for a
maximum 10 hour day. This means that
even if a women is licensed for the
maximum of 5 children she makes less
than the minimum wage, in fact only
$1.75 per hour for the care of 5
children. Wear and tear on the
house and furniture, increased
utilities and food are not compensated for in any way.
And these are just a handful of the
most pressing problems with day care.
There is a tendency among people who
don't have children or whose children are grown or even those who have
cont'd p.8

why w e need w h a t w e need
In our society ideology rather
than reality determines the provision of services. Nowhere is the
truth of this axiom more apparent
than in the area of day care.
Here, the prevailing idology is
that "Mother's place is in the
home" and that, consequently,
"Day care is rothing more than
an unfortunate episode, an
episode that cannot be justified
except in very special circumstances." This kind of attitude
allows both government and
private sectors to shirk responsibility for the provision of
day care services and yet
remain morally unassailable.

Because the twin ideologies of
"Mother's place, in the home"
and "Day care, an evil to be
avoided" constitutes a major
stumbling block to the
provision of day care services
which are anything more than
merely adequate and sometimes
not even that, we need to
carefully examine the premises
upon which such an ideology is
predicated. Too much emphasis
has been placed on what wc
need and not enough on why we
need what we need. This becomes
apparent from the hesitancy
and halfheartednoss of government and private sectors to
provide the kind of day
care services children need.
Such reticence could not be
justified if any real understanding prevailed.

The concept that "Mother's place
is in the home" is based on
three major assumptions:
Mother can afford--in purely
financial terms, of c o u r s e to stay in the heme. Family

The instability of modern marriage
and the economic realities of life
in Canada cannot be wished away.
Failure to provide adequate day
care facilities will not change
the reality to conform with the
ideology that marriage should last
forever and that every man's
income should be adequate to meet
his family's needs.

stability is such as to
guarantee the continuance of
that home. Finally, there is
something sacrosanct about the
mother-child relationship which
enables the child to gain more
from that single relationship
than from any other kind of
interaction.

dan mother afford to remain at
home? Increasingly, unemployment and inflation make this for
women a pipe dream. The 35% of
all mothers who do in fact work,
the bulk of these from economic
necessity, prove the point. The
popular stereotypes of women
working for second incomes to
provide luxuries like color TVs
and mink coats is just one more
myth that needs to be exploded, a
myth so pervasive that even
mothers who work from necessity
still believe that their contribution is of secondary importance.

Can mother afford to remain at
home? Only if she is privy to
above average income, prepared
for a bare existence on welfare
or reconciled to the sacrifice of
what most Canadians take for
granted. Comparison-of statistics
on average family income in Canada
and the cost of living leave
little room for doubt.

Family stability is increasingly
tenuous. The contemporary
Canadian marriage is a gamble whe
the odds are not very appealing.
The. legions of single parents,
the widowed, the separated, and
divorced attest to the
precariousness of mother's place
in the home.

However, to concentrate solely on
provisions of day care services as
a means of dealing with economic
reality falls into the trap of
perceiving day care merely as a
necessary evil and is at best
cowardly because day care can be
so much more.

Cowardice lies in failing to meet
the needs of children because
of the fear of not being able to
face pressures exerted by a public
not yet ready for reality. Where
children are concerned half-measure;
aren't good enough.

In order to support the suggestion
that day care can be a good in and
of itself, an examination of the
kind of relationships which prevail
when mother can afford to stay
home with her child is imperative.
To do this both rhetoric and rosecolored glasses must be discarded.
Otherwise, what ought to becomes
confused with what is. As a
consequence, clues to reality go
ignored because clues conflicting
with.a value system which says
things should be otherwise are
threatening.
The specialness of the motherchild relationship cannot be
denied, but the idea that the
mere physiological process of
birth automatically endows a
woman with all the special
skills and abilities necessary
to child care is naive. Moreover, socialization is not
something which transpires in
a vacuum. The performance of
even the finest mother is
influenced by factors beyond
her control. What these' factors
are needs to be made apparent.

THE JANUARY GENERAL MEETING will be
held on Tuesday, January 15, at ?:30
PM in the Board Room of the YWCA, 550
Burrard Street. A PANEL ON DAYCARE
will begin at 7:30 followed by a general business meeting. See you then.
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Confining the child with the
mother in the home has implications for the child:
(1)

The child becomes dependent on the mother,
sometimes even to the
point of fearing the
father. If anything
happens to the mother, the
child is. threatened indeed.
The mobility of young
couples which divorces families from each other accen
tuates the situation becausgeography prevents relative;
from playing a mitigating
role. A highly mobile,
isolated, busy mother may
have few friends or little
time to devote to them for
friends to compensate.
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The child learns to perceive
others as threatening because exposure to strangers
becomes an alien experience.
No basis for trusting strangers is established rather
than the opposite. Mistrust
finds expression in such
phenomena as "making strange"
and prolonged tears when the
child is left with a babysitter.

The physical structures of
modern living arrangements
provide limited access to the
outdoors. Safety precludes
anything but supervised outdoor play which a busy mother
may not have time to provide.

The child is at the complete
mercy of the mother. There
is no provision for outside
intervention unless the situation has reached a crises,
and then it is to late.
A not surprising fact, yet
one that is easy to overlook,
is that those most likely to
engage in child abuse arc
those who spend the most time
with children. In our society
mothers bear the greatest
responsibility for child care,
and mothers boar the responsibility for more than fifty
percent of all reported
cases of child abuse. Mothers
succumb to pressure engendered
by having to play simultaneously such roles as "Fastidious
Homemaker", "Always Available
Wife" and "Long Suffering
Mother".
Usually, the position of the
child in the home is not dire,
but potential does exist for
the child to become scapegoat
to the mother's frustrations.
The potential for psychic
maiming is enormous and is not
trivial merely because such
damage is not visible.
The mother may not be equipped
to provide exposure to alternative ways of living. The
child emerges with a very
restricted world view. Indoctrination in ways of living
which are no longer valid in
a changing world such as
conspicuous consumption,
aggression appropriate to
• pioneer days and rigid sex
role stereotyping is a
pernicious social influence.

Demograph 1 C hanges ean
smaller n uclear families
neighborh oods bereft of
children of the same age.
The fasci nation of childn
with othe r children is ev
The lonel iness of childre:
deprived of other childre:
inescapab le. What parent has
confrente d with the plain tive
"There's nobody for me to
play with
Children nee.
other chi Idren just like
adults n ed other adults.
conscientious ad'
playmate .
totally f:
the gap o: the bsence
other childre:
An adjunct to loneliness is
boredom. Adults with their
albeit idealized memories of
an active childhood "when we
made our own fun" get annoyed
by children who whine "what
can I do today? I've got

nothing to do". What adults
ignore is that twenty years
ago the higher birth rate
meant there was more likely
someone to have fun with
and that physical structures
and a simpler society were
much more conducive to
outdoor play.

(8)

The child is divorced from
father and his world as well
as the world of men in general
unless father has both the
inclination to engage actively in child care as well as
the kind of employment which
permits him to assume this
role.
cont. next page

