March 15%h,1917

#Mr. DedesDesbarats,

Deputy Minister of Naval Sorv&ce,

Oitewa,
Ont.

Dear gir:-~

I am in receipt of your favor of she 19t h ultimo
asking for my opinion as to tlhie best method for acien£ific
investigation of new halibut and other fishing banks in %he
Horth Pacific. |

For such work %o bs properly odnductgd I do nos
think the Government has any propariy equipped vessel on
this coast at the present time, although doubtiess a boath
like the "Halaspina™ could be équipped $0 answer %he pur-
pose satisfactbrily. Such an equipmﬁnt wonld be similar
to- that which the United Sta tes Pishery Service hoat “"Albhatross®
is outfitted with, and would consist of proper sounding fnstru-~
ments, trolling gesr,and otter Srawls etc., %0 enable thom %0
‘asoaftain the nature of the marine ii£e in the watefs investi-
gated.

The work done by the "AlbatfoaS" has been Tery vél-
uable to the American fish interests, but in British Columbia
there has been a0 work of this nature nnderzaken.up to date,

as far as I am aware . Our fisheries are 07 proportionately
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greater value than the American fisheries, and there is &

crying need for the proper study of aame; Qur halibut

fisheries are gradually docreaslng, anmd it is only & ques-

tion of time ihen the men engaged in that 1ndu§try will

have to turn their efforts in some other direction. When

sueh time arrives shey should have information avail&ble

as to the locality of fishing areas in whach‘othar species

than halibut caa be taken, and any vessel which you mey

eqn;p_for investlgating halibut life ahouid &% the same

time underteke the study of all other species of edible fish.
on this coast we have exceptionally fine

herfing, but,so0 far,the capsture of this fish has heen ressirict-

)

- ed to»the inshore waters frequented by the herring a% ths spawn-
ing seasone At this preriod of their existence'the herring are
not in as prime physical condition as they are Jjust previous
to their migrating from their deep sea habitat %o these insiore
grounds, &and éoneequently are not in as prime conditinn fo: salt-
ing and canning purposes as are the herring taken'in the North
Sea by steam trawlers and drifters, and taken intoc Scotch, Eﬁg—
lish and Dutch portg and processed theree. |

Sometime ago, Dr. HEjor%, the lorwegian
authority on herring life, did very valuable work for our ¢ovorne-

ment in the Gulf of 8t. Lawrence, and investigations similar to

those conducted by him should be made along the coust of Bristish
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Columbia in the open waters Iﬁing from twensy-five to ones
hundrec miles offshore. A vessel equipped in %the me nner
41 suggeat could meke inves%igationa necessary as b0 herring
fisheries, and once the desp sea habitat of these fish is
bdetermiﬂed the herring industry on this coast could te buils
up so as to rival that of Scotland; and as far as guality
of the fish is concerned, I am satisfied we would not be at
any disadvantage. V

outside of the herring, tho deep sea habitat
df other edible fish conld be de%ermined, and the exrense
of guch an gxaminetion cou;d o divided botwesn the different
species instead of beingﬂlimited to halidbut, as your original
proposai calls for. To make &n investigation of halibus
1ife only I do mot think wonld be warranted. By combining
the investigation of these o;her edible fish with the halibut
would cost rractically no more as far as the operating expenses
of the veasel~iould be concorned, and it w nld be better tbv
undertake all of this examination a% one time %hen to simply
investipgate the halibut life @mow and have %0 go &1l over the
ground subsequently to determine the value and ex%ent of %he
other fisheries.

If I can give you any further information

iggﬁg%iqgnqotgéqny of these matters, I will be very pleased
HD/3 Yours truly,




