
Last Friday ETC 
. m a s 8 meeting of citizens of 

annth Fort George was held in the 
™„n,s of the Social Club last Friday 
•enlng for the purpose of organiz-

f l 8 chamber of commerce. 
The hall was filled with enthusias

tic citizens, all the leading business 
houses having representatives in at-

eiance. T1"' meeting was called 
,! order with Mr. Dixon, vice-presi
dent of the Social Club, in the cnalr. 
Mr folke acted as secretary. 
"•ir Dixon, In a few words, stated 
t|.at the meeting hud been called 

' organize an institution to look 
.[ter the welfare of the town. On 
j motlon made by W. F Cooke, the 
„eW organization was called the 
South Fort (leorge Chamber of Com
merce. The following officers were 
lecte(l; President, W. F. Cooke 
(acclamation); vice-president, J. R. 
Campbell (acclamation); secretary-
treasure., F. W, Crawford. 

It was decided that an executive 
committee, constating of twelve mem
bers, should be choaen by the officers 
at a later date. 

The business of organization be
ing completed, the president-elect 
took the chair and in a few words 
explained the aims and objects of 
the new organization, emphasizing a 
few points that the chamber of com
merce could take up with reference 
to terminal rales, traction and spur 
line in the city, daily mail service, 
eil,' of government lots, civic im-
ptovements and other matters con-
cerning the welfare of South Fort 
George ami its citizens. Of late, Mr. 
Cooke said, such work had been left 
to Individuals. The late board of 
trade hud done noble work while 
In existence, perhaps its finest 
achievement being the publishing of 
tlie best booklet dealing with this 
country, which attained very satis
factory results. 

Meetings will be held at frequent 
Intervals, these to be made as public 
as possible, aud matters of Interest 
to the city will be discussed. A very 
reliable and energetic secretary has 
been appointed in the person of F. 
W, Crawford. Many letters are re
ceived almost every mail by the 
various business houses asking for 
information regarding the district. 
Many ol these letters remain un
answered for the simple reason that 
thc merchants are too busy to at
tend in other than their own corres-
pondeiii... The Herald alone an-
Bwered over a dozen inquiries last 
week, in future .Mr. Crawford will 
lie' able iee take care of the letters. 

The following letter from C, E. 
McElroy, who was unable to attend 
tlic meeting, wus read: 

J. Campbell Esq., 
President South Fort Oeorge Board 

of Trade: 
Dear Sir, I regret my inability 

to attend the meeting of the Board 
of Trade tonight, particularly so as 
I think there are three matters which 
»rc nf very groat importance to 
riliz,'"s here, and which can be 
talped greatly by the activity of the 
Board of Trade. The matters referred 
t0 a" That steps be taken for the 
Protection of the interests of citizens 
*'h° squatted on and improved gov-
w"»>".n lots, the obtaining of a sicle-

;"k"'"111 theQ, T. P, to South Fort 
'"'*-'" ''"' passenger and freight ac-

C(ra,n>°datlon here, and also the 

Ge 

obtain;, _ of u dally mail service 
over the 0, T. P. to here. 

'I regard to tlie government lots, 
'l'" m many cases people were 
tel t" squat on inasmuch as they 

''''' required, and thero was no 
er means of acquiring them, I 

0111(1 "link ihut .oncctited action 
' °«f loeal lioanV of Trade and 

^ servative association combined 
t l le 'ike association of Fort 

toT ,i U 0 " h l b r ' " 8 l h e 8°v e l 'nment 
atlze that some moans sliould be 

' "se« to permit the present occu-

of freight for railway construction, 
the freight consigned to merchants 
here, is, I presume, 75 per cent, of 
the freight for delivery to this vicin
ity, and tho freight for reshipment 
down the river would be, very much 
more economically handled if de
livered to this uoint for re-shipment 
via steamer. Tiie reason ror Hav
ing local freight accommodation at 
least, are so very good, lhat it would 
seem that the railway would grant 
it immediately, though it might also 
be well to negotiate with the rail
way commission, 

In regard to mail service—there is 
only one thing to be said—if we are 
to have a dally train service, wo are 
simply compelled to have a daily 
mail service to have any balance 
whatever to our business system. 

Yours truly, 
(Signed) C. E. McELROY. 

South Fort George, Feb. 13, 1914. 
At the close of the meeting a mo

tion was passed thanking the Social 
Club for the use of its rooms. 

At a meeting of the officers of the 
chamber of commerce held subse
quently, the following executive was 
appointed: Charles E. McElroy, 
George E. McLaughlin, John Mc
lnnis, T. Blair, J. Flynn, Frank 
O'Flaherty, D. B. Lazier, J. C. G. 
Armstrong, D. Brewster, H, \V. 
Gross, M, Brown. 

Pants of 
thase th 
Price. 

government lots to pur-
(,,« at a reasonable upset 

the 0 I'118 ''"""ecting South with 
pass,',' ''' r : l l lwaye with necessary 

dnui„!7 U'"' f ro lEht d e P o t l8 «n-
aiiei n " nBC68«lty to this town 

""' WMlo. With the exception 

At a meeting of the executive of the 
Chamber of Commerce held last night, 
President Cooke officiating, the follow
ing committees were appointed: 

Transportation — Messrs. McElroy, 
McLaughlin, F. W, Wilson. 

Publicity—Messrs. Cooke, Crawford, 
Jermyn. 

Civic Improvement—Dr. Lazier. Mes
srs. Brown and Mclnnis. 

Membership — Messrs. Armstrong, 
Blair and O'Flaherty. 

Fire, Water and Light — Messrs. 
J. R. Campbell, Cross, J. Flynn. 

The secretary was directed to com
municate with other chambers of com
merce to secure copies of constitution 
and bylaws on which to pattern a set 
of same for the South Fort George 
body. Communicate with Department 
of Trade and Commerce re incorpora
tion and charter. To secure copies of 
Acts governing chambers of commerce, 
boards of trade and health of cities, etc. 

The initiation fee was placed at $10, 
and dues at $3 quarterly. 

The discussion of a siding and spur 
to South Fort George, a daily mail 
service via G.T.P., the route of P.G.E. 
and its turning into South Fort George 
if possible, were all referred to trans
portation committee to formula'e ;.c-
tion to be taken and report at Friday 
night's meeting. 

The seoretary was instructed to get 
what stationery was necessary. 

Public health and measures necessary 
to protect the residents of thc town 
were referred to committee on civic 
improvements for necessary action and 
procedure to secure same from govern
ment and to report Friday night. 

The salary of the secretary was 
placed at ?25 per month. 

On the subject of the forthcoming 
sale of government lots in South Fort 
George a committee of three-Messrs. 
Crawford, Gross and Mclnnis-was 
appointed to formulate petition and ad
dress to the Minister of Lands for such 
procedure as would best conserve the 
interests of the town and owners of 
property on lots belonging to govern
ment at sale. The secretury was in
structed to seek information as to 
methods pursued at Stewart sale, and 
to include a request for free deed of 
fire hall ground and recreation ground. 

Improvements to sidewalks, streets, 
roads, etc,, were referred to civic im
provements committee. 

The secretary was instructed ta com
municate with the Land Commissioner 
of the Hudson's Bay Co. relative to tl e 
report of their subdividing their prop
erty with view to opening up streets 
between South Fort George and Prince 

The board adjourned to meet Friday 
night at 8 o'clock, to hear reports of 
committees, and take action on above 
and such other important business as 
may come up. 

A large and enthusiastic meeting 
of the Liberals of South Fort George 
was held ln the Flre Hall on Mon
day night when a Liberal assoeiation 
was formed. Telling speeches in 
arraignment of tho McBride-Bowser 
government were made by Sydney R. 
Fay and Dr. D. B. Lazier, both of 
whom took the government to task 
for their wanton neglect in this dis
trict in the matter of police protec
tion, road improvements and the 
lax administration of justice. The 
refusal of the government to In
corporate this town and the policy 
of granting monopolies in the matter 
of liquor licenses, etc., were also 
severely criticized. 

On a motion of J. Campbell it was 
unanimously decidr J to petition the 
government to hold the sale of the 
government lots in South Fort 
George, Fort George and Prince 
George in these respective towns be
fore placing them on sale in Vancou
ver which is the government's pres
ent Intention. 

Tho election of officers resulted as 
follows: President, Sydney R. Fay; 
vice-president, John Flynn; secretary 
treasurer, J. A. Bowles. 

The election of an executive com
mittee was left over till the next 
meeting, which will be held in the 
Social Club rooms on Monday even
ing next at 8 p.m. All interested 
are requested to be present. 
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SUBDIVIDE HUDSON'S BAY 

Slated That Contract for Work Has 
Already Been Let to Firm 

of Surveyors 

It is reported on the best author
ity that the Hudson's Bay property 
is to be subdivided in the near fu
ture, and that the contract for doing 
this work has been awarded to a 
firm of surveyors. 

It has not been possible to obtain 
definite confirmation of the story 
from the local management of the 
company. 

It is known already that when the 
Grand Trunk Pacific property and 
Millar's addition were subdivided, 
provision was made for uniform 
streets on the Hudson's Bay proper
ty, so that when it was placed on the 
market the entire subdivided area 
would fit into one whole. 

G. T. P. .MAY REFUSE 

Fears Entertained That Line East of 
Winnipeg Mny Be Turned Down 

by Grand Trunk 

Ottawa, Feb. 16.— (Special.)— 
The gravest feature in connection 
with the National Transcontinental 
scandal is that the Grand Trunk 
Pacific may refuse to take over the 
road east of Winnipeg and may re
pudiate its bargain with the govern
ment to pay a rental of 3 per cent, 
of the cost of the line. 

WESTMINSTER OFT 

Victoria Defeats Royal City in Over
time I'lay on Ice of Latter 

Team 

Vancouver, Feb. 16.— (Special.) — 
After 37 minutes of overtime play 
Victoria, on Friday night at New 
Westminster, defeated the Royal 
city team by thc score of 2 to 1, and 
eliminated the New Westminstei 
seven from championship honors. 

WIRES BEING STRUNG 

Telegraph Line in Connection With 
Grand Trunk Pacific Line Now 

at Port (ieorge 

The Grand Trunk Pacific telegraph 
line lias reached Fort George and 
today poles are being planted and 
wire strung through this town. 

The telegraph department of the 
railway will accept commercial busi
ness as well as handling train des
patching, and this will give Fort 
George nn alternative telegraph line. 

The office will be open for business 
early next. week. It Is expected that 
a car will be used as an office until 
Ihe station Is built. 

Cold In New York 
New York, February 16.—(Spec

ial.) Nine people have lost their 
lives during the past day or two In 
this city through cold weather and 
blizzards. 

In June, 1908, Nick Clark left 
Vancouver en ioute for parts which 
were then practically unknown. He 
came to Quesnel where he, at one 
time, had been in charge of the Low 
Gold Mining Claims, and from there 
he struck off on the old Yukon tele
graph trail for the Hudson Bay post 
on Fraser Lake, passing on the 
route, Montgomery's cabin at Black-
water, and the places of the few 1907 
settlers around Milne's Landing. 

At Fraser Lake he bought a canoe 
and set forth to run down the Ne
chaco River. Ho came to Fort 
George, which at that time consisted 
of the Hudson's Bay post and Mr. 
A. G. Hamilton's store on his pre
emption, D. S. 934, now the town 
of South Fort George. 

After resting here a few days Mr. 
Clark continued his canoo trip to 
Soda Creek, arriving there safely 
after running all the rapids end can
yons from Frasor Lake to Soda Creek 
and having done so he decided he 
could build a stern wheel steam boat 
which would connect new British 
Columbia from Fraser Lake to Fort 
George and Tete Jaune Cache to 
Soda Creek with the railway at Ash
croft and the outside world. This 
was the beginning of the second his
toric epoch for Fort George, the first 
being the coming of Simon Fraser 
103 years before. 

At Vancouver, the Fort George 
Lumber and Navigation Co., Ltd. was 
then formed and the keel for the 
steamer Chilco, then known as the 
steamer "Nechaco," was laid at 
Quesnel on March 1, 1909, the 
launching ceremony being carried 
out on May 12, 1909. Right from 
the launching this sturdy little boat 
assumed her role of the pathfinder 
of the Upper Fraser and tributaries. 
She loaded freight, Hudson's Bay 
and settlers' effects, for Fort George, 
Fort St. James freight to the mouth 
under the skillful guidance of the 
late Capt. Bonson delivered her Fort 
George cargo to Its destination, the 
Fort St. Jomes freight to the mouth 
of the Stewart and the Fort Fraser 
freight to the foot of Fraser Lake 
Canyon, about 10 miles below Fraser 
Lake. 

At lhat time the only Fort George 
known was the Hudson's Bay post 
here, while Prince George townsite 
and what is now called Fort George 
townsite had not yet been heard of, 
the only other business or develop
ment existing here being A. G. Ham
ilton's store on his pre-emption, D. S. 
934, now South Fort George. 

In September of that same year 
the "Chilco" brought the first, saw 
mill to the country for Mr. Clark, 
lt was set up near Mr. Hamilton's 
stable where the mill of the Fort 
George Lumber Co., Ltd. still oper
ates, and in October the "Chilco" de
livered a cargo of G. T. P. survey 
supplies to the head of the Goat 
River Rapids, making the first trip 
ever made from Fort Georgo on the 
Upper Fraser and running the Grand 
Canyon successfully. 

In the winter of 1909-10, under 
the supervision of Mr. Rug Clark, 
brother of Nick, and with the aid of 
three cayuses and an aged ox ob
tained from Mr. Hamilton, the Fort 
George Lumber and Navigation Co. 
took out logs on the townsite here 
and ran the mill all winter, the lum
ber cut was eagerly purchased by the 
few resident, here, and the Siwashes 
wore amused spectators of the oper
ations, 

What is now the townsite of Fort 
Goorge, was born about that time 
and a considerable amount of this 
compauy's lumber was sold to the 
Natural Resources, with which to 
build up their town. 

In tho meantime Mr. Clark had 
secured an option on D. 8. 934, which 
he sold to Mr. Beech Lascell. Mr. 
Lascell had the property subdivided 
and sold as the townsite of South 
Fort George. 

The time was now approaching 
when this company was to cope with 
competition, in fact, ln September, 
1909, the steamers' Charlotte and 
Quesnel had made trips as far as 
South Fort George and ln the early 
part of 1910 the ^earner B. X. was 
commenced. Mr. Clark also com
menced two new steamera, "Fort 

Fraser," and "Chilcoten," the Fort 
Fraser bei^g launchidftin iJrtjj, and 
In Junajrfade t_Pmt' ' t t t ^^Sum 
SouUj/jfori George to Tete Vaul 
CuA-i* '*T_e "Chilcoterfnfofe laund 

itulyrqstfti .& Pcsrfgo to Sojfth 
t Georjk, Dut on her retire*/nad 
£ddent ln the Fort Gepfge Can-

.h%IM^l*.tfJF tlie bal
ance oT^__e^3e^^^J^''' 

The year 1910 made history for 
this district, both South Fort George 
and Fort George—the streets were 
cleared, buildings built, the first wo
men arrived, the first of July was 
celebrated in a way that never has 
heen beaten since, newspapers, Ken
nedy Blair's general store, drug 
stores, pool halls, banks, hotels, bar
ber shops, and other things which 
go to make up a town, all came in— 
six stern wheel steamers were ply
ing on the river. A line of automo
biles and freight teams put on by 
Mr. Clark connecting Soda Creek and 
Ashcroft, these being followed by 
others put on by the B. X. company. 

The development of 1910 demand
ed that this company expand their 
capacity for manufacturing lumber, 
and they purchased the mill which 
they are now operating. 

The too rapid expansion involved 
by the construction of two steamers, 
the installing of automobiles and 
freight outfits on the Cariboo road, 
the purchase of an up-to-date new 
saw mill, on the limited capital at 
their disposal, drove the company 
Into financial difficulties which ended 
in liquidation. 

Much to the relief of the credit
ors, this situation was relieved by 
the purchase of the assets by the 
present company, who took the busi
ness over in March, 1911, completed 
the construction of the larger mill, 
and continued the development of 
the business In all its branches. 

In May, 1911, the pathflndlrg 
steamer "Chilco," which had been 
sunk and left ln the ice all winter, 
was lost in Cottonwood Canyon. 

The loss of such a useful boat waa 
Indeed a blow for -he new company, 
however, that year was almost a dull 
one, and the remaining steamers of 
the company were eble to handle the 
volume of business. 

In the winter "f 1910 this com-
pany found they were also to have 
competition In the lumber business. 
Mr. Russell Peden brought a saw 
mill in in the fall of 1910 and ran 
during the winter «if 1910-11, while 
the Natural Resources Co. also In
stalled a saw mill a few months later 
at their townsite. 

This seems morf like the history 
of the development of this new 
country, but the hlntory of the birth 
and life of this progreralve company 
is so closely allied with the develop
ment of new British Columbia that 
the history of one cannot be related 
without throwing B <ht on the other. 
The company has been both venture
some and progressive in its policies 
since its birth, this policy is still 
malntaned and now with the great 
change wrought by the advent of 
steel and cheap transportation, the 
company has planned to supply the 
people whatever the newer conditions 
demand in the Df.es they handle. 

They are operating their own log
ging plant, and taking out logs ade
quate to supply the great demand 
which ls expected this year, they are 
carrying the largest stock of sawed 
lumber In their yards which has yet 
been in new B. C, this lumber being 
sawn late laBt fall, and having the 
benefit of being air and frost dried, 
will be a temptation indeed to dis
criminating builders, who desire the 
best product obtainable for their 
buildings next spring, and the ade
quate capacity of the company's mill 
is a warrant to tho purchaser that 
no delay will be experienced in de
livery of their orders. A full line 
of builders' supplies Is also stocked, 
thla will be added to this year, and 
the company's yards at South Fort 
Oeorge will be found satisfactory 
depots from which Intending build
ers may obtain their supplies. 

_ . 

Mr. Ruggies, of Ruggies lc Winters, 
real estate agents, is on a business trip 
to Winnipeg and other middle west 
titles. 


